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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1996-Riverfront Stadium is officially renamed Cinergy Field 
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Harvey's 10-K day keys Reds to rainy victory 

Votto snaps homer skid with 2nd-inning grand slam 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 8th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- In a unique move to squeeze a game into a brief window without rain over Cincinnati, the Reds moved Saturday's 

game vs. the Padres up one hour to 3:10 p.m. ET on only a few hours notice. For routine-oriented starting pitchers like Matt Harvey, 

this could have been a problem. 

 

Harvey wasn't thrilled about the improvisation but there was no way one could tell during a mostly exceptional six-inning 

performance for a 7-2 rain-shortened win over San Diego at Great American Ball Park. Harvey struck out 10 batters while giving up 

two earned runs, four hits and three walks. He was boosted, offensively, by a seven-run bottom of the second inning that featured 

Joey Votto's grand slam. 

 

"I think it was definitely a first for waking up and kind of going through the routine and then having the pitching coach call and say 

it was an [hour] earlier," Harvey said. "Usually, it goes the other way and gets pushed back. I think we all came in and we were 

shocked that it was moved forward." 

 

Despite the earlier first pitch, Harvey came out dealing in the top of the first inning. The right-hander struck out the side on 10 

pitches with seven swings-and-misses as his fastball touched 96 mph. 

 

"It was kind of one of those days where everything was coming out pretty good," Harvey said. "I could tell in the bullpen - I don't 

know if it was one of those where you kind of have [irritation about] coming in and feeling like you got rushed. Fortunate enough, I 

was able to kind of settle down and pretty much let the pitches work." 

 

The only rough patch for Harvey came in the top of the fourth inning. Hunter Renfroe hit a leadoff single before Eric Hosmer 

launched a two-run homer into the left-center-field seats. After a one-out triple by Austin Hedges got by Billy Hamilton in center 

field, Harvey walked the next two batters to load the bases. Pinch-hitter Francisco Mejia just missed three RBIs when his drive to 

right field hooked foul by inches. 

 

Harvey rebounded and struck out Mejia and Freddy Galvis to escape the jam and went on to retire his final eight batters. 

 

"He used a high fastball to get Galvis," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "He really reared back -- it looked like it was up 

and away and got a little extra on it. After the foul ball that Mejia hit, he did a great job on that pitch of driving it down low to where 

he swung at a breaking ball in the dirt. Those were the big at-bats for me." 

 

Harvey's strikeout of Cory Spangenberg to end the top of the sixth gave him 10 strikeouts in a game for the first time since May 8, 

2016, when he pitched for the Mets. Jared Hughes took over for the top of the seventh and gave up a soft one-out infield single 

before the game was halted and the tarp brought onto the field. Following a one-hour, 13-minute delay, the game was called. 

 

"I'd like to applaud the decision to start the game early, because if we didn't, we wouldn't have got the five innings in," Riggleman 

said. "It was a great decision by the people who made that decision. Matt was throwing the ball very well, we had a nice rally in the 

second inning. Good, clean baseball, considering the conditions that we were playing in." 

 

In his last six starts, Harvey is 2-1 with a 3.37 ERA. The Reds opted to not deal him ahead of the July 31 non-waiver Trade 

Deadline and then pulled him back from waivers last month when the Brewers made a claim and a trade could not be worked out. 

Harvey will go into free agency this winter and speculation is sure to follow whether his career resurrection with Cincinnati could 

make it possible for the Reds to sign him. 



 

That was likely far from Harvey's mind Saturday amid rainy conditions, and a moved-up first pitch. During the game, he rarely had 

to shake off pitch selections from catcher Curt Casali and often pumped fastballs to San Diego's hitters. 

 

"I was able to locate the fastball down in the zone pretty early in the count and get some foul balls when I needed to, and obviously 

elevate," Harvey said. "When I'm able to accumulate a lot of strikeouts, it's usually up in the zone. It's a good weapon to have." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Big rally: Cincinnati sent 11 men to the plate in the second inning against Padres starter Robbie Erlin. Brandon Dixon's RBI single 

scored Eugenio Suarez for the game's first run. Next was Harvey's perfect bunt single between the mound and third base that loaded 

the bases and led to Hamilton's sacrifice fly that scored Casali. Scott Schebler added an RBI single that scored Dixon and reloaded 

the bases for Votto. 

 

Votto slugged a 2-1 fastball from Erlin into the right-field seats for a grand slam that was his 10th homer of the season. It was his 

first homer since July 9, ending a 36-game drought that was the second-longest of his career. 

 

"Supposed to be a fastball down and away, and it was middle-up, maybe middle-in," Erlin said. "Probably the area to stay away 

from with him. Very poorly executed pitch. He's Joey Votto. He's going to do what he does with that." 

 

SOUND SMART 

In the fifth inning, Votto drew his 100th walk of the season. It marked his sixth season with at least 100 walks, tying Joe Morgan's 

club record. 

 

UP NEXT 

Tyler Mahle will step back into the rotation, replacing Homer Bailey, when the four-game series vs. the Padres concludes at the 

newly set 4:10 p.m. ET on Sunday. The originally scheduled 1:10 p.m. start was pushed back because of rain in the forecast. Jacob 

Nix is scheduled to pitch for San Diego. Mahle was 7-9 with a 4.95 ERA in 22 starts before he was optioned to Triple-A Louisville 

in early August. After he went 4-0 with a 2.04 ERA in seven starts from June 1-July 6, he was 0-3 with a 16.88 ERA over his last 

four big league starts. Mahle posted a 2.73 ERA in five starts for Louisville ahead of his September callup. 

 

 

Votto snaps HR skid with Reds' 11th slam 

Slugger goes deep for first blast since July 9 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 8th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds first baseman Joey Votto's lengthy home run drought is over. 

 

Not only that, but Votto continued his team's season-long deluge of grand slams in the Reds' 7-2 victory over the Padres at Great 

American Ball Park on Saturday. With three runs already in and the bases loaded in the bottom of the second inning, Votto went 

deep to right field to stake Cincinnati to a 7-0 lead. 

 

Votto was the perfect person to bat in that situation the Reds. Entering Saturday, he was batting .357/.420/.561 with three homers 

and 100 RBIs in 119 career plate appearances with the bases loaded. 

 

"We like him up there in a lot of situations, of course," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Leading off an inning if you 

need a run, he's a great on-base guy. Bases loaded, I can recall several times where he's really come through big for us. Left-handed 

pitcher against him and he was still able to drive one out of the park." 

 

Padres lefty Robbie Erlin was facing Votto -- the ninth man to bat in the rally -- when he lifted a 2-1 fastball and pulled it into the 

right-field seats. 

 

"Supposed to be a fastball down and away, and it was middle-up, maybe middle-in," Erlin said. "Probably the area to stay away 

from with him. Very poor executed pitch. He's Joey Votto. He's going to do what he does with that." 

 

It was Votto's 10th homer of the season and his second grand slam of 2018. It was his first home run since July 9. That snapped a 

36-game streak without a home run, the second longest stretch of Votto's career. He went 40 games without a home run from June 

25-Oct. 3, 2012. 

 

The grand slam was also the 11th for the Reds this season, extending their club record that was set Friday night. 

 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Joey Votto hits first home run since July, Matt Harvey strikes out 10 in Cincinnati Reds win 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:09 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 | Updated 7:09 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 

 

During the bottom of the second inning Saturday, Joey Votto crossed home plate and high-fived his teammates on his way back to 

the dugout. 

 

It was a subdued reaction for his first home run in nearly two months. 

 

But Votto made sure it counted in a big way, delivering the team’s second grand slam in as many days to highlight a 7-2 victory 

over the San Diego Padres on a soggy day at Great American Ball Park. The game, which started an hour early, was called in the 

seventh inning after its first rain delay in front of an announced crowd of 20,977. 

 

In a 2-1 count against Padres lefty Robbie Erlin, Votto pulled a fastball deep into the right-field seats. It was Votto’s first home run 

in 36 games, spanning 120 at-bats. 

 

"We like him up there in a lot of situations, of course," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Leading off an inning if you 

need a run, he’s a great on-base guy. Bases loaded, I can recall several times where he’s really come through big for us. Left-handed 

pitcher against him and he was still able to drive one out of the park." 

 

Votto’s grand slam ended the second-longest homerless streak in his career. He went 40 games without a home run in 2012. 

 

Scoring early had some extra importance with heavy rain in the forecast. Players didn't even know the start time change until around 

11 a.m.  

 

The Reds scored seven runs on eight hits during the decisive second inning, tying their season-high for hits in an inning. Seven of 

those hits were singles, including a well-placed bunt from starting pitcher Matt Harvey. 

 

"I think it was definitely a first for waking up and kind of going through the routine and then having the pitching coach call and say 

it was an (hour) earlier," Harvey said. "Usually it goes the other way and gets pushed back. I think we all came in and we were 

shocked that it was moved forward." 

 

One day after the Reds set a franchise record for grand slams in a season, Votto pushed them one step closer toward a National 

League record. The Reds have a Major League-leading 11 slams, one shy of the mark set by the 1997 Atlanta Braves and 2000 St. 

Louis Cardinals. 

 

Harvey started about as well as a pitcher could dream. He struck out the side in the top of the first inning on 10 pitches, including 

seven swings and misses. 

 

"It was kind of one of those days where everything was coming out pretty good," Harvey said. "I could tell in the bullpen." 

 

With a seven-run lead, Harvey only faced real trouble in the fourth inning. He surrendered a two-run homer to Eric Hosmer, then 

watched the Padres load the bases through a triple and two walks.  

 

Pinch-hitter Francisco Mejia drilled a foul ball that hooked a couple of feet foul in the right-field corner. After the close call, Harvey 

struck out Mejia and leadoff batter Freddy Galvis. Catcher Curt Casali immediately pumped his fist when Harvey struck out Galvis 

to end the inning with a high 95-mph fastball. 

 

"That’s baseball, it could have gone either way," Harvey said of Mejia's foul ball. "I don’t know if it was wind-helped or not. Those 

are the kind of breaks you hope for. Fortunately, it went our way and I was able to get out of it." 

 

In six innings, Harvey struck out a season-high 10 batters. It was the most strikeouts he’s recorded in a start since May 2016. 

 

Harvey, who threw a first-pitch strike to 17 of the 25 batters he faced, allowed four hits, two runs and three walks in one of his more 

dominant outings of the season. He induced 24 swings and misses.  

 

It was the 12th time in Harvey's career that he struck out 10-or-more batters. 

 



"Everything was working really well," Harvey said. "I was able to locate the fastball down in the zone pretty early in the count and 

get some foul balls when I needed to and obviously elevate. When I’m able to accumulate a lot of strikeouts, it’s usually up in the 

zone. It’s a good weapon to have." 

 

Weather permitting, the Reds will complete their four-game series against the Padres at 4:10 p.m. Sunday. It was moved back from 

a 1:10 p.m. start because of weather concerns. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds Xtra: Quick hook is the way to go 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 3:27 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 | Updated 5:12 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 

 

If Jim Riggleman is the Reds manager next year, you’re going to see more of his quick-hook ways. 

 

If Riggleman is not the manager next year, whoever is the manager ought to employ the same quick-hook strategy. 

 

Two things are abundantly clear: a) starting pitching is why the Reds are where they are this year, i.e., in last place and on their way 

to 90-some losses and b) the chances of the starting pitching getting substantially better for the 2019 season are slim.  

 

So fewer innings for the starters makes all the sense in the world. 

 

“I’m adapting,” Riggleman said. “I’ve pulled pitchers quicker than anytime I’ve managed. I feel like it’s been at the appropriate 

time when I’ve done it.  

 

“I think a lot of us are reluctantly saying, ‘You know what? That’s the way we’ve got to go.’” 

 

This is a trend all around baseball. No starter is averaging seven innings a start. Washington’s Max Scherzer and Cleveland’s Corey 

Kluber lead in innings per start at just over 6 2/3 innings. The average big-league starter goes 5.43 innings per game. The Reds went 

in Saturday getting 5.16 innings per start, fifth fewest in Major League Baseball.  

 

It should be noted that Tampa Bay, which has gone with the “opener” strategy and started relievers on a consistent basis has the 

fewest innings by starters by far. The Rays also have the fifth best ERA in MLB at 3.67 and are 12 games over .500 in American 

League East with a $76 million payroll, which $157 million less than that of the Boston Red Sox and $90 million less than that of 

the New York Yankees.  

 

So outside-the-box strategy can work for small-market teams.  

 

The Reds haven’t gone with anything as radical as the opener. But Riggleman has pulled the Reds most reliable starter, Anthony 

DeScalfani after 3 2/3 innings and four innings in last two starts. They were tied in the 3 2/3-inning start and up one in the four-

inning start.  

 

The Reds won both games, by the way. 

 

Friday night, it worked to perfection because Michael Lorenzen came in and threw three shutout innings. 

 

To go with a quick hook on a regular basis, you’re going to need more than one reliever capable of going three innings on a semi-

regular basis. 

  

“If you’re going to do that — in September you can get away with it a little bit — but in June ...” Riggleman said. “If you adhere to 

that thinking moving forward, you would need at least another guy to do that.” 

 

Riggleman pointed to Oakland right-hander Yusmeiro Petit.  

 

“He’s done that for a few clubs he’s with,” Riggleman said. “He’s done a great job for Oakland. He’s going to approach 100 

innings. If a starter is out of the game in third or fourth, he can go in there. You want another guy that can do it if another starter has 

that happen two days from now.” 

 

The Reds plan to look at free agent starters this offseason. But it’s unlikely that they’ll be able to compete for the top-of-the-market 

types.  

 

The money may be better spent in trying to add a Petit-type. The other thing they could do is get some of the pitchers on the current 

roster ready for that type of role for 2019. Amir Garrett is a candidate if he returns to form. Sal Romano is another possibility. 



 

With Jared Hughes and David Hernandez both capable of going two innings, the Reds are pretty well set to handle a series of short 

starts.  

 

Even if you have a couple relievers capable of going two-plus innings on the roster, Riggleman says you’ve got pick your spots for 

the quick hook. 

 

“One of the things that happens is you’re losing 4-1 in the fourth, you might leave the guy in there because you don’t want to use up 

a bunch of the bullpen if you’re losing,” he said. “If you’re in the game, if you’re within a run, if you’re ahead by a run or you’re 

tied, then you pull the starter because it looks like he’s not holding them down and we still got a chance to win this game.” 

 

 

The most daring play in baseball turns routine as Cincinnati Reds drop successful squeeze bunts 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer 

Published 4:14 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 

 

As soon as Reds outfielder Phillip Ervin saw San Diego Padres pitcher Rowan Wick begin his delivery, he angled his bat to bunt. 

Mason Williams, the runner on third, started his sprint to the plate. 

 

It’s one of the most daring plays in baseball and the Reds made it look routine Saturday. 

 

Ervin dropped a successful suicide squeeze bunt to the right side of the pitcher’s mound and the Reds added to their one-run lead in 

an eventual 12-6 victory. Ervin was safe at first base when the Padres failed to cover first base and Williams pointed toward his 

teammate afterward on his walk to the dugout.   

 

The Reds have five successful squeeze bunts this season, all by different players. 

 

“Sometimes you just feel like you want to make sure you get this run,” Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “You may have 

confidence in the hitter, but he might hit a ball sharply that turns into a double play, so you don’t get the run. Or hits a line drive 

right at somebody. You could have a really good at-bat and still not get that run. If you can bunt the ball, it pretty much guarantees a 

run.” 

 

Most players admit there’s an adrenaline rush when the squeeze bunt is signaled by third-base coach Billy Hatcher. Drop the bunt in 

fair territory and it’s a run. Miss the bunt and there’s likely an out wasted on the basepaths. 

 

Ervin knows it from both sides. He scored on a suicide squeeze bunt from Scooter Gennett in April. 

 

“When you’re at third, there’s not too much pressure on you besides the time you start running,” Ervin said. “You don’t want to 

start running too early and give it away. Other than that, I feel like there’s more pressure definitely on trying to get it down.” 

 

When Williams was notified of the play Saturday, he kept a small lead at third base. Once Ervin moved his bat into the bunt 

position, the dash was on. 

 

“I just want to make sure I see the ball down,’ Williams said. “I want to make sure that Phil gets the bunt down. I also want to make 

sure that me and him are on the same page. That just comes with trust and time playing with each other. He obviously got the job 

done.” 

 

During each of the successful squeeze bunts this season, the Reds held a lead. Riggleman said it takes a little more “nerve” to call 

for it when trailing by a run or tied. 

 

Sometimes the hardest part for a manager is picking the pitch to call for the squeeze bunt. Ervin bunted with a 0-1 count. Billy 

Hamilton dropped a suicide squeeze bunt during the fifth pitch of his at-bat in August.   

 

“The thing about the squeeze bunt is it’s also a pitch out situation,” Riggleman said. “If another team squeeze bunts on us, we’re 

kicking ourselves for not pitching out. But are they going to squeeze this pitch or the next pitch? You don’t have a crystal ball so 

you’re just kind of guessing what pitch they will do it on.” 

 

Ervin and Gennett both homered twice in games they dropped a successful squeeze bunt. According to Retrosheet, they are the first 

players with two homers and a bunt RBI in the same game since Hanley Ramirez did it for the Marlins in 2007. 

 

“That’s bad managing right there,” Riggleman said with a laugh. “Why am I squeeze bunting when the guy hit two homers?” 

 



GAME TIME CHANGE: At 11:30 a.m., the Reds announced they were moving Saturday’s game against the Padres ahead by an 

hour. 

 

The start time change meant players arrived at the ballpark later than usual. 

 

“I’ve never experienced it before where we move a game up,” Riggleman said before the game. “I think it’s a good idea, but it 

doesn’t really change anything. After the delay last night, getting a late game last night, we weren’t going to do a lot before the 

game today. Most of our work would’ve been in the cage anyway. 

 

“It just moves things up a little bit. Guys move around a little quicker in their preparation.” 

 

GENNETT OUT: For the second time in the last three days, Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett was out of the starting lineup 

because of a sore thigh. 

 

Brandon Dixon was scheduled to start at second base Saturday. 

 

“Scooter is OK to play but he’s kind of having to monitor it a little bit while he’s playing,” Riggleman said. “I may give him some 

days off, especially a day game after a night game, in this next week just to see if that thing gets more comfortable.” 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Votto hits slam, Reds get rain-shortened 7-2 win over Padres 

 By JOE KAY 

 Today 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Joey Votto ended the second-longest homer drought of his career with yet another Reds grand slam. 

 

Votto homered for the first time in two months on Saturday, connecting for Cincinnati’s 11th slam — one shy of the NL record — 

and the Reds beat the San Diego Padres 7-2 in a game called because of rain in the top of the seventh inning. 

 

The game started an hour early because of a foreboding forecast and was played in a steady rain that intensified with one out in the 

top of the seventh. 

 

Votto connected off Robbie Erlin (3-6) during a seven-run second inning for his first homer since July 9. Votto had gone 36 games 

without a homer, not counting his long ball in the All-Star Game. He spent time on the disabled list with a sore knee during the 

span. 

 

After hitting 36 homers last season, Votto has only 10. 

 

“I didn’t know it was two months,” interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “I knew he’d been stuck on nine for a while.” 

 

It was Votto’s second grand slam this season and the fourth of his career. Scott Schebler’s slam during a 12-6 win on Friday night 

set a franchise record of 10 in a season. The NL mark is 12 and the major league record is 14. 

 

Erlin went three innings and gave up eight hits and seven runs, all in the second inning. He struggled to control his pitches in the 

rain. 

 

“It wasn’t just one pitch in particular, it was all of them,” Erlin said. 

 

Matt Harvey (7-8) allowed Eric Hosmer’s two-run homer and escaped a bases-loaded threat in the fourth. He fanned 10 in six 

innings, his highest strikeout total since he fanned 10 at San Diego on May 8, 2016, and his ERA rose to 4.87. 

 

“You’re working on your routine and then your coach calls and says the game’s an hour and a half earlier,” Harvey said. “It was 

shocking, but you have to go out and deal with it.” 

 

The teams were willing to move up the start time to squeeze in a game with unrelenting rain in the forecast through Sunday. A 

rainout would force the Padres to fly back from San Francisco on Sept. 27 for a makeup game between last-place teams, and then 

fly home to finish the season. 

 

Sunday’s game was pushed back three hours to 4:10 p.m., when rain is forecast to ease. 

 



“We would love, love, love to get these games in here the next couple days,” manager Andy Green said. “I think we’re all in the 

same boat here. I think everybody was willing to jump to give us that chance.” 

 

The teams were coming off little rest. The Reds’ 12-6 win ended at 12:09 a.m. on Saturday because of a 2-hour, 37-minute rain 

delay. 

 

SLAM STUFF 

 

The 1997 Braves and 2000 Cardinals hit 12 grand slams in a season, sharing the NL record. The 2000 Athletics and 2006 Indians hit 

14 for the major league record. ... The Reds’ 11 grand slams have been hit by Votto (two), Adam Duvall (two), Scooter Gennett, 

Eugenio Suárez, Jesse Winker, starting pitcher Anthony DeSclafani, reliever Todd Lorenzen, Jose Peraza and Schebler. 

 

NO IFS, ANDS OR BUNTS ABOUT IT 

 

For the second game in a row, the Padres’ inability to field a bunt cost them. Harvey bunted on a sacrifice attempt in the second 

inning, but third baseman Wil Myers didn’t charge the ball, turning it into a single that set up Votto’s grand slam. The Padres 

misplayed two bunts on Friday night during the 12-6 loss. 

 

“Wil’s learning a brand new position,” Green said. “This guy’s never played third base. There has to be some measure of patience 

and understanding.” 

 

WALK THIS WAY 

 

Votto drew his 100th walk of the season. It’s his sixth season with at least 100 walks, tying Joe Morgan’s club record. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Reds: Scooter Gennett was out of the lineup with a sore right thigh. He missed Thursday’s game and went 0 for 5 on Friday. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Padres: Jacob Nix (2-3) is to make his sixth career start. He gave up five runs — matching his career high — during a 7-3 loss to 

Colorado last Sunday. 

 

Reds: Tyler Mahle (7-9) is slated for his first start since being called up from Triple-A. Mahle gave up six runs and lasted only 1 2/3 

innings of a 10-4 loss to Washington on Aug. 2, prompting the demotion. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/09/18  

Kansas City Royals activated RHP Ian Kennedy from the 10-day disabled list. 

Toronto Blue Jays activated 3B Yangervis Solarte from the 10-day disabled list. 

 

09/08/18  

New York Mets activated RHP Anthony Swarzak from the 10-day disabled list. 

New York Mets selected the contract of C Jose Lobaton from Las Vegas 51s. 

Chicago White Sox placed RHP Michael Kopech on the 60-day disabled list. Ulnar collateral ligament sprain in right elbow. 

Chicago White Sox selected the contract of RHP Rob Scahill from Charlotte Knights. 

Philadelphia Phillies recalled 3B Mitch Walding from Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Houston Astros activated RHP Charlie Morton from the 10-day disabled list. 

Atlanta Braves recalled RHP Chad Sobotka from Gwinnett Stripers. 

New York Mets transferred RHP Bobby Wahl from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right hamstring strain. 

  

 


