
The Indians' Francisco Lindor and a hero's homecomin g 
By Zack Meisel  2   
GURABO, Puerto Rico — The instant they spotted him, they shrieked, the sort of shrill scream that echoes for miles. 
 
He wore a navy Puerto Rico Series shirt, athletic shorts and bright blue New Balance sneakers. He walked through the brown double doors in 
the center of the chain-link fence, smiled and waved at the kids who eagerly lined the railing on the second floor of the school. 
 
“Hola,” he said. 
They shrieked some more. Their hero had come home. 
Around Gurabo, he’s known as Paquito (Frankie). Miriam Fernández Rosa, the secretary at Escuela Villa Marina for the past 26 years, 
remembers Francisco Lindor as a leader and an untethered ball of energy who would scamper around the courtyard every morning. 
 
Evelyn Hernández, known to her students as Miss Haddock, taught science when Lindor attended the school about 15 years ago. Before 
Lindor arrived on Monday morning, she passed out navy Indians caps to her classroom of 25 boisterous 10-year-olds. She has handled fourth-
grade classes for the past 24 years. 
 
When Lindor was introduced on the baseball field behind the school, one instructor noted how he might recognize some of the teachers. 
 
He instantly pointed out a familiar face. 
 
“Haddock!” 
 
She smiled as she remembered little Lindor, throwing a ball against the building’s concrete walls and sitting next to the window in class to keep 
cool. He would be doused in sweat before classes even began. After lunch, he returned to class covered in dirt. All play all the time. His mom, 
Maria, simply laughed when asked whether her son was a good student. 
 
Lindor said math was his favorite subject. No, not so he could learn to calculate his batting average. 
 
“Back then, it was always .700, so there was no point in trying to figure it out,” he said, laughing. “I like math because the way I see it is, for 
every problem out there, there’s a solution. Plus, it was the only class with A/C.” 
 
Lindor has beamed with pride when speaking about the Indians’ trip to Puerto Rico for this week’s two-game set against the Twins. His two-
hour stay at his old elementary school elated the 254 students, who ranged from kindergarten to fifth grade. Even the school principal, Inti 
Santiago, broke into tears as he spoke about the significance of Lindor’s visit. 
 
After all, anybody could be the next Paquito. 
 
Lindor’s mom put her arm around her son’s waist after the All-Star shortstop signed a poster of himself off to the side of the baseball diamond. 
She couldn’t stop smiling, a trait that she clearly passed down to her son. But even Maria acknowledged she could never have envisioned her 
son’s rapid rise to prominence. 
 
When he was zipping through the courtyard at Villa Marina, she never could have imagined he’d be in this position, hailed as a hero upon his 
return. 
 
“I want (people) to understand that this is a real little island,” Lindor said, “but there are a lot of people with big dreams.” 
Lucy De Leon wore a pink shirt, jean shorts and bright pink slippers as she stood in her backyard and watched the action through her fence. 
She turned 80 on Sunday. Her oldest grandson attended school with Lindor. 
 
“He might not remember me,” she said in Spanish, “but I remember him.” 
 
“Many” baseballs find their way into her yard. She returns the ones she spots. As she relayed that information, a foam baseball landed a few 
steps from her feet. 
 
On Monday morning, Lindor tossed Wiffle balls underhand to the kids. A couple of boys took a few hacks. Then, it was a girl’s turn. On her hat 
was Elsa, the main character in the Disney movie “Frozen,” and a white bow. She put up a fight, shouting, “Noooooo,” before her teacher forced 
her to the rubber home plate that rested atop the grass. 
 
The girl promptly smacked a line drive off the face of her classmate Sofia. 
 
Lindor looked over to Sofia. 
 
“Estás bién?” he asked. She assured him she was OK. Everybody laughed. 
 



After everyone in the group took a turn to bat, the dozen or so kids stood in a circle and each placed a hand in the center. As they raised their 
hands, they shouted: “Linnnnnnndorrrrrrrrr!” 
 
“I just want (fans) to see the video of how my school is, how the field I played on is,” Lindor said. “There's no grass in here. And there's a lot of 
rocks. You better have quick feet and quick hands, otherwise you're going to lose your lips.” 
 
Lindor posed for photos with teachers and students. He autographed jerseys, hats and baseballs. He signed a copy of his class portrait from 
the 2004-05 school year. A student handed him a black-and-white gift bag stuffed with green tissue paper. Lindor pulled out a red T-shirt with 
“Puerto Rico” on the front and his name and No. 12 on the back. He put on the shirt to match the school’s teachers, and the kids chanted his 
name. Lindor received a portrait of himself and a plaque commending him for his personal accomplishments. Lindor and an instructor removed 
a green tablecloth to reveal his grand gift: a blue-and-red table with “Paquito” scribbled onto the side. 
 
Lindor, standing at home plate of the school’s baseball field, offered a short speech to the kids, who gathered on the infield dirt. 
 
His message: “Be yourselves. Listen to your coaches. Listen to your teachers, and dreams do come true.” 
After the baseball clinic, the gift exchange and the speech, Lindor and his mom toured the school. 
 
“It looks pretty close to how I left it,” he said. 
 
They studied the art on the walls, the sketches of him in his Indians uniform. In the last week, students created science projects that explained 
the different modes of energy involved in baseball. A student named Juliany created a poster that highlighted the mechanical energy from 
swinging a bat and the kinetic energy transferred when throwing a baseball. Every project included Lindor in some fashion. 
 
Another student glued a collection of photos of Lindor to a piece of green poster board and explained what’s happening in each shot. Next to 
another drawing of Lindor is a depiction of a hitter and catcher, composed by student Sebastián Suarez Marcano, with the title “Yo Quiero Ser 
Pelotero,” or, “I want to be a baseball player.” 
 
On the wall near the entrance of the school is a timeline of Lindor’s life, created by Señora Velázquez’s fourth-grade class. It chronicles his 
journey from birth (“nacimiento de Francisco Miguel Lindor Serrano” is written on a yellow bat on the far left of the work) through the 2016 
season, when he became the first Puerto Rican shortstop to win a Gold Glove (“Se convirtió en primer jugador puertorriqueño en ganar un 
Guante de Oro como campo corto”). 
 
Lindor and his mom conquered the turquoise concrete steps to visit Haddock’s classroom on the second floor. A little boy, with his light brown 
hair sticking to his forehead in the high-noon humidity, stood in the center of the courtyard and craned his neck to watch Lindor and his mom 
reminisce about the time he spent in that science class. The boy clutched a blank baseball in one hand and a Sharpie in the other. 
 
Lindor passed the school’s main office, where he hugged Miriam and kissed her on the cheek. A little girl with a long braid tapped Lindor on the 
back as he made his way toward the front of the building. He turned around, placed his hand on her white hat and smiled. 
This trip represents the league’s initiative to broaden the scope of the game, to reinforce its global reach. It’s about instilling passion in kids who 
might opt to follow the lead of young stars like Lindor. 
 
It’s even more meaningful given what the area has recently endured. Throughout the region, blue tarps have replaced roofs after Hurricane 
Maria caused widespread wreckage and left millions without power. Santiago said the families of 18 kids who attend Villa Marina lost their 
homes altogether. 
 
The Indians donated a playoff share — about $37,000 — to aid the relief efforts in Puerto Rico. Half of the share went to Nuestra Escuela, a 
high school near where Lindor was raised. (Former Indians pitcher Joe Colon attended the school.) Ana Yris Guzman, the school’s principal, 
accepted the check at Monday’s event and said the money will go toward re-establishing the sports programs, refurbishing the field that 
suffered hurricane damage, and purchasing sports equipment. The rest of the donation will aid a home for abused children in Mayaguez, 
Puerto Rico, the hometown of Roberto Pérez. 
 
At Villa Marina, the forceful winds blew off the roof that covers the school’s basketball court. The hurricane chipped away paint and damaged 
windows. The classroom ceilings leaked water. 
 
The area’s relief efforts continue, seven months later. Indians owner Paul Dolan helped a group plant 319 trees Monday in San Juan. 
 
Baseball can be part of the healing process. On Tuesday and Wednesday, raucous fans will pack Hiram Bithorn Stadium and root on Lindor, 
Pérez and Twins players José Berríos and Eddie Rosario, who all hail from Puerto Rico. But for the 254 students at Villa Marina, Lindor’s mere 
presence sufficed. Santiago gushed about how much motivation and inspiration the kids could derive from the experience. 
 
Before he departed, Lindor signed a few more baseballs. That floppy-haired boy sprinted away from the staircase toward his friends in the 
courtyard, baseball still in hand. 
 
Only now, it displayed the name of his hero. 



Tribe, Twins ready for 'crazy' atmosphere in PR 
By Rhett Bollinger MLB.com @RhettBollinger 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The Indians and Twins both have Puerto Rican stars on their teams and now is their time to shine on their native 
island in a two-game series at Hiram Bithorn Stadium that begins Tuesday at 7:10 p.m. ET. It's the first regular-season Major League action in 
Puerto Rico since 2010, with FS1 broadcasting Tuesday's game and ESPN airing Wednesday's game. Both games will also be available on 
MLB.TV. 
 
Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor, a native of Caguas, is a two-time All-Star looking to make an impact in front of sold-out crowds at the 
stadium, while the Twins counter with left fielder Eddie Rosario, who is from Guayama and is coming off a breakout year that saw him rack up 
27 homers and 33 doubles. Cleveland catcher Roberto Perez hails from Mayaguez but won't be behind the plate until Wednesday, while 
Minnesota right-hander Jose Berrios, a Bayamon native, gets the start on Wednesday opposite right-hander Carlos Carrasco. 
"Fans are going to go crazy," Rosario said. "Everyone is going to cry and be so happy. It's going to be so much fun." 
 
Lindor, one of baseball's biggest rising stars, figures to get a hero's welcome at the stadium where he grew up watching games before he 
moved to Florida as a teenager. 
"I have said many times that playing in Puerto Rico is a dream come true," Lindor said. "I can't wait to take the field in front of the fans in my 
homeland. I'm sure it is going to be a moment that I'll never forget." 
 
Along with seeing some of their players lifted emotionally by returning home, the Indians and Twins are doing their part to help those affected 
by Hurricane Maria, which hit Puerto Rico hard in September. Berrios and many of his teammates visited patients at San Jorge Children's 
Hospital in San Juan on Sunday night, while the Indians decided to donate a full postseason share from last year to Nuestra Escuela, a high 
school in Caguas. 
Tuesday features a strong pitching matchup led by two-time Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber (1-1, 1.57 ERA), while the Twins will start 
right-hander Jake Odorizzi (1-0, 2.20 ERA), who is off to a strong start since being traded from the Rays in Spring Training. 
 
"I'm excited," Odorizzi said. "It might be a hostile crowd when you're facing the local guys, but that's OK. This is going to be a really cool event." 
Weather has affected both clubs early in the season, as the Twins haven't played since Thursday, while the Indians saw their games on 
Saturday and Sunday postponed. 
 
Cleveland originally had Josh Tomlin slated to start on Wednesday, but Carrasco will take the mound instead, while the Twins made sure to get 
Berrios a start in Puerto Rico despite several members of the rotation, such as Lance Lynn and Kyle Gibson, getting extended breaks because 
of the postponed games. 
 
Berrios has looked like an ace in the early going with a shutout in his first outing and 11 strikeouts in his last outing against the White Sox on 
Thursday. 
 
"I'm extremely anxious right now," Berrios said. "I get to step on the mound in front of my fans and my family and my country, and I'm looking 
forward to it." 
Perez will also get the chance the play in front of his home fans on Wednesday when he catches Carrasco. And Indians first base coach Sandy 
Alomar Jr. also gets the opportunity to go home as well. 
"For Frankie, Roberto and Sandy, it will be really special," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "Again, you've got to remember that they're 
not exhibition games, because sometimes you get [distracted] in that atmosphere. But, I think it's good for baseball, and I think our guys will 
enjoy it." 
 
Lindor receives hero's welcome at school in PR 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
GURABO, Puerto Rico -- A group of boys stood near the entrance to Escuela Villa Marina in anticipation of Francisco Lindor's appearance on 
Monday morning. When a crowd began to form outside the school's brown metal gate, they craned their necks to see if the Indians star was 
actually here. 
 
One of the boys jumped repeatedly, caught a glimpse of Lindor, then turned around and flashed a thumbs up to a group of girls leaning over a 
teal blue second-floor balcony. The pride of their elementary school -- where Lindor attended in his youth -- had arrived. High-pitched screams 
of joy soon filled the courtyard and were quickly replaced by chants of "Lindor! Lindor! Lindor!" 
 
The boys who had bounced around moments earlier now stood still, starstruck in Lindor's presence. A few boys in the courtyard carried 
baseballs with them as they trailed behind the shortstop. Lindor shook their hands and offered fist bumps. As he walked toward the baseball 
field where his big league dreams began, Lindor looked up, smiled and waved to the group that refused to stop chanting. 
 
In the distance, a few tattered Puerto Rican flags blew in the morning's steady wind. Many trees surrounding the school remained bent and 
twisted in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, which devastated the island in September. A handful of neighboring buildings still had blue tarps 
covering rooftops. Sections of the school's roof also suffered cracks and leaks. The canopy of the basketball court was damaged. Chips of paint 
are constant on the walls of the cement baseball stands and the classrooms. 
 



Inti Santiago, the school's principal, became emotional when talking about the damage. He noted that 18 families who had students at Escuela 
Villa Marina were displaced by Hurricane Maria. His school was fortunate. There are plenty of others that were destroyed and shuttered. 
 
Lindor's visit not only injected a heavy dose of joy for people affected by the hurricane, but it gave them a walking, breathing success story. The 
Indians shortstop used to play in that same courtyard, throwing baseballs against the cement walls. Miriam Fernandez Rosa -- the school's 
secretary for the past 26 years -- flashed a smile and laughed when asked if she remembered little "Paquito." 
 
"He was really active," she said through an interpreter. "He was always running around this courtyard. This was his playground." 
Lindor joked that he was covered in dirt and sweat before it was even lunchtime. 
 
"That was me," said Lindor, motioning to the kids running around his old baseball field. "I was just like them, crazy and running around and 
wild." 
 
With the Indians in Puerto Rico this week for a two-game series against the Twins on Tuesday and Wednesday, Lindor wanted to take 
advantage of a rare trip back to his hometown. His trip to his former school, which has more than 250 children from kindergarten through fifth 
grade, was a part of the "Players Going Home" program that is a part of the Youth Development Foundation. 
 
Lindor spent a few hours touring his old school, walking through his former classrooms and visiting with the kids who look up to the shortstop as 
"nuestro orgullo" -- our pride. Each class was recently given baseball-themed assignments ahead of Lindor's visit. The outer walls of the 
buildings were covered with projects and drawings related to Lindor's youth and rise to Major League stardom. 
 
Lindor left Puerto Rico with his father when he was 12 years old, attended Monteverde Academy in Florida -- where his old high-school team 
plays on Francisco Lindor Field -- and was a first-round pick by Cleveland in the 2011 Draft. He reached the big leagues by 2015 and has since 
jettisoned to stardom. Lindor, a two-time American League All-Star, has won an AL Gold Glove Award, the Rawlings Platinum Glove Award, an 
AL Silver Slugger Award, has played in a World Series. 
 
It started on the all-dirt infield behind the beige buildings at Escuela Villa Marina. 
 
Maybe Lindor gave a high-five to baseball's next superstar during his visit. 
"This is a real little island, but there's a lot of people with big dreams," Lindor said. "There's a lot of people that want to accomplish big things in 
life." 
 
One large yellow banner hung by the students included the title, "Lindor 100% Energia" in large red letters. Indians fans are familiar with 
Lindor's high level of energy on the field, but he has been that way since he was a little kid in Miss Haddock's science class. Miss Haddock (her 
given name is Evelyn Hernandez) said Lindor, following his running around, used to pick a seat close to the window so he could cool off. 
All that energy paid dividends. 
 
"I'm extremely proud of him," Hernandez said. "They're super excited to have him here. He really serves as a motivation for these kids to 
maintain their discipline and persevere, and kind of reach for their goals. He's an example of that for them." 
 
Next to the schoolyard is the baseball field where Lindor played as a child. He joked that "you better have quick feet and quick hands," or the 
rocks in the infield will send the baseball to your face. For the majority of his visit, Lindor went to a variety of baseball stations set up around the 
outfield and infield, helping out with drills for the kids. The shortstop was presented with gifts: a personalized card table, a plaque honoring his 
accomplishments and a portrait drawn by one of the students. 
 
While Lindor made his way around the baseball field, Lucy de Leon looked on with a big smile from her backyard next to the school. 
 
"He might not remember me, but I remember him," de Leon said through an interpreter. "It brings us a lot of pride for Gurabo." 
Lucy de Leon, who just turned 80, lives next door to Lindor's old school. She watched with a big smile as he played baseball with the kids 
today. "He might not remember me, but I remember him. It brings us a lot of pride for Gurabo." 
At the end of his visit, Lindor and his mother, Maria, walked from classroom to classroom, examining all the artwork inspired by the shortstop. A 
pack of children was on their heels as they stopped to read all the words written in pencil and marker about Maria's son. He used to dream of 
becoming Roberto Alomar. Now, these children dream of becoming Lindor. 
 
"We knew that he was a good player," Maria said through an interpreter. "We knew he was a good player when he was young, but just like 
every mom, I would just take him to the field so that he could play and kind of stay out of trouble. That's what we started with. I never thought 
that he would be here." 
 
Now, Lindor hears his name chanted as part of a hero's welcome. 
 
"It's a dream," Lindor said. "It's something that I don't take for granted. I take in every single second of it." 



Indians donate full playoff share to PR recovery 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- When the Indians received their playoff shares after last season, the players decided to put one aside to aid 
hurricane relief efforts in Puerto Rico. Cleveland officially announced the plans for the donations during its current trip to the United States 
territory. 
 
On Monday morning, Francisco Lindor visited his old grammar school in the municipality of Gurabo, where he presented a check to Ana Yris 
Guzman, the executive director for Nuestra Escuela, which is a high school in Caguas, Puerto Rico. The money will be used to help reinstate 
the school's sports program and refurbish the playing fields damaged by Hurricane Maria in September. 
Former Indians pitcher Joe Colon attended Nuestra Escuela and Lindor lived in the area during his childhood. 
 
"It's a very important donation," said Guzman, who was surrounded by a group of her student-athletes. "We are going to re-establish the sports 
program. We lost the place where we practiced in a park. We are going to make the place available again for the students. It's very important 
for our kids, especially because we have many students that are very interested in baseball." 
A donation also went to Extra Bases, Inc., which is an independent nonprofit organization founded by former Major Leaguer Carlos Delgado. 
The former All-Star plans on allocating the entire donation to the Albergue Jesus de Nazaret, a home for abused children in Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico, which is where Tribe catcher Roberto Perez was raised. The money will go toward rebuilding a baseball field, fence repair and sports 
equipment. 
 
"Not surprising," Indians manager Terry Francona said of his players' donation. "That's one of things that I probably get most proud about, is the 
guys want to give back and share. We're so lucky. Most of us, including myself, aren't capable of doing much else, and since we're in this 
game, we get treated really well, especially financially. So to help out other people, I think is awesome." 
 
• Due to their two-game series being outside the continental United States, the Indians and Twins are permitted to carry a 26th player on their 
respective rosters. Cleveland brought center fielder Greg Allen from Triple-A Columbus to provide insurance for the outfield and speed and 
defense off the bench. 
 
"Just having the chance to be a part of this," Allen said, "playing in Puerto Rico, being in this city, especially after all the devastation that they 
experienced in the past few months, I think just having the chance to be here and experience that and be a part of that, it's very special." 
 
• The Indians' rotation order has undergone a facelift in light of the rainouts against the Blue Jays on Saturday and Sunday, combined with off-
days this week on Monday and Thursday. Corey Kluber (Tuesday) and Carlos Carrasco (Wednesday) will start against the Twins, with Trevor 
Bauer (Friday), Mike Clevinger (Saturday), Kluber (Sunday) and Carrasco (Monday) going against Baltimore. Righty Josh Tomlin will move to 
the bullpen until his next scheduled turn on April 24 against the Cubs. 
 
• With Kluber pitching on Tuesday, Francona decided to have Yan Gomes start behind the plate. Perez, who will have family and friends in 
attendance for the games at Hiram Bithorn Stadium this week, is slated to start Wednesday's game. Francona said he "wrestled with" that 
decision, but wanted to keep the Kluber-Gomes tandem together. 
 
• In addition to the donated postseason share, the Cleveland Indians Wives Association made a donation to assist in relief and rebuilding 
efforts. The organization, which consists of spouses of club uniform personnel, presented a check for $4,000 on Monday to Casa Protegida 
Julia de Burgos, which is an institution for abused women in Puerto Rico. 
 
Alomar lends hand to PR kids at Play Ball event 
By Jesse Sanchez MLB.com @JesseSanchezMLB 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Hall of Famer Roberto Alomar scanned the outfield at Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Monday afternoon, saw hundreds 
of kids running around the field as part of Major League Baseball's Play Ball initiative and imagined his younger self running along with them. 
 
Maybe an 8-year-old Alomar would have hit way too many homers to count in the home run derby station. He probably would have owned the 
ground-ball and popup drills. But most importantly, he would have had fun, and Monday at the ballpark was all about fun. 
"All I did was play baseball as a kid, and I would have loved this," said Alomar, who works as a consultant for Major League Baseball. "Every 
time I see young kids, I see myself. I was a kid once and all of the time I spent playing baseball when I was young helped me become the 
player I was. Maybe this can help these kids like that, too." 
 
The latest edition of the Play Ball activation featured more than 450 participants from all over Puerto Rico. In addition to hitting and fielding 
drills, activities included baserunning and agility workouts. All participants on Monday received a bat-and-ball set along with a Play Ball T-shirt 
and wristbands. 
 
"With the hurricane, the damage and all of the tragedy they have endured, we want this to be a bright spot for the kids," said Tony Reagins, 
Major League Baseball's executive vice president of baseball and softball development. "We want to shine a light on the kids and give them 
something they can remember forever. It's about creating smiles and a positive experience for our game." 
 
The Play Ball activation capped a busy day for Major League Baseball on the island. The morning began with a golf tournament to benefit the 
Boys & Girls Club and Habitat for Humanity. Cleveland shortstop Francisco Lindor visited his old elementary school in Gurabo, while Twins 



pitcher Jose Berrios and teammates visited San Jorge Children's Hospital. Later in the afternoon, Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario ran a clinic for 
75 students at his former high school in Guayama. 
 
There are more activities scheduled Tuesday and Wednesday before the night games at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. 
"Baseball has looked at this opportunity for sometime now, and with what the island has gone through, this has an even greater impact," 
Reagins said. "We are excited to bring our youth activation here and get the young people engaged on a Major League field and provide a 
connection to our game and a great experience." 
Alomar was joined on the field by former Major League player Carlos Baerga. Together, the Puerto Rican baseball legends helped out with 
drills and shared some advice with the young participants. 
 
"It was important for me at that age to see Major League players come back to help and I want to do the same thing for the next generation," 
Baerga said. "This isn't just about baseball. I'm here to tell them about life, the importance of education, respecting people and things like that. 
Part of being a good player is being a good person." 
Play Ball launched in June 2015 and has operated events in hundreds of cities across the United States. The program continues to increase in 
numbers. 
 
"We are little over 2 1/2 years in and the interest level continues to grow," Reagins said. "We continue to go into communities around the 
country that need it and that we want to engage. It's important to our overall strategy, in terms of access to our game, and hopefully we can 
create lifelong fans as a result of this." 
 
Mejia among top prospect performers 
By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 
• No. 11 overall prospect Francisco Mejia (Indians' No. 1) homered for a second straight day, connecting on a three-run shot in his first at-bat as 
Triple-A Columbus fell to Pawtucket, 9-6. He would finish 2-for-5 at the plate, giving the 22-year-old switch-hitter at least one hit in each of his 
past three games and an RBI in four straight. 
 
RBI game serves as prelude to PR Series 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Roberto Perez dreamed of playing in Hiram Bithorn Stadium when he was a kid. The Indians catcher grew up in 
Mayaguez, on the western coast of Puerto Rico, and he never had the opportunity to travel across the island to take the field at San Juan's 
famous ballpark in his youth. 
 
"That's the big league stadium. That's what we called it," Perez said. "The Dream Team used to play there. Great baseball players have played 
there." 
 
On Monday night, the lights of Hiram Bithorn Stadium came on, and a group of aspiring big leaguers took the field on the eve of the 2018 
Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and Twins. In royal blue was RBI Aguadilla and in black-and-yellow uniforms was RBI Carolina, a pair 
of 17-and-up teams from Puerto Rico's RBI (Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities) program. 
 
In the aftermath of Hurricane Maria -- which knocked out power for more than 3 million people after it made landfall on Sept. 20 last fall and has 
left sections of the United States territory severely damaged seven months later -- the game gave the young men on the field another chance to 
dream. 
 
"This is a good opportunity for the players," said Eddie Rodriguez, the director of Puerto Rico's RBI program, "because tomorrow they might be 
the shortstop. When they play today, they are thinking about 'Francisco Lindor's going to play tomorrow at this same position.' Today, they are 
there. It's very important for them. It's very good." 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the Indians and Twins will face each other in a pair of regular-season games. Perez and Lindor, who is a native 
of Gurabo, will take the field for Cleveland. Puerto Rican-born players Eddie Rosario and Jose Berrios will be on the other side with Minnesota. 
 
During Monday's off-day, Lindor visited his former grammar school and Rosario went to Guayama for an appearance at his former high school. 
The Indians' players announced that they donated a postseason share from last season to hurricane-relief efforts in the communities of both 
Lindor and Perez. Both teams are also involved in a variety of other programs this week. 
"That's very important," Rodriguez said. "We need the people to talk to the guys, to the players and everybody, because the hurricane was 
terrible here. So that's very important for the people here." 
 
Javier Candelario, a coach for RBI Aguadilla, echoed that sentiment, noting that the players involved in Monday's game also come from low-
income situations. 
 
"This type of program focuses on the communities that have struggled," Candelario said through an interpreter. "And after Hurricane Maria, 
these kids need something that will inspire them. Being here is like the perfect situation for them." 
 
And after they have a chance to taste the big league dream under Hiram Bithorn's lights, they can watch the Major Leaguers take the same 
field over the next two days. 
 



"We're very thankful to have been invited to be here today," Candelario said, "especially being the opening act for these Major League games. 
We've been working very hard with all these kids, and there's a lot of really talented kids, so we hope they're inspired by it." 
 
Indians set for MLB return to Puerto Rico 
By Jesse Sanchez MLB.com @JesseSanchezMLB 
Carlos Beltran will throw out the ceremonial first pitch before Game 1 of the two-game Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and the Twins at 
the historic Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, which begins Tuesday. 
 
"I threw out the first pitch in Houston on the day of the World Series ring ceremony, and I have to admit, I was kind of nervous," Beltran said. 
"Let me tell you something, since I retired, I have not picked up a bat or played catch, but I think I can still throw a little bit if I warmed up right." 
 
Beltran's biggest public offering, however, comes from a much deeper place. The nine-time All-Star wants to remind everyone that while 
Hurricane Maria devastated his homeland last fall, the storm didn't topple the people's resolve, crush the island's spirit or diminish its people's 
love of baseball. He's happy that Major League Baseball is returning to the island in full force. 
MLB and the Major League Baseball Players Association will be in San Juan this week to play two regular-season games, while giving back to 
an island that has played an important role in the sport's history. 
 
"We always want to come back to Puerto Rico and have great games, and showcase our great players, and it's my understanding the games 
are sold out, which shows the people's passion for the game, but we are also here to give back," said Tom Brasuell, vice president of 
community affairs for MLB. "There's a long history of being involved in Puerto Rico, and our players have been very community-minded here for 
many years. We want people to see what is going on in the island in terms of restoration and relief and recovery, and see that it has always 
been a fantastic place for people to go and it's open for business." 
Starting Monday and continuing through Wednesday, MLB and MLBPA will team up to commemorate the Puerto Rico Series with special 
events, ceremonies, project unveilings, school visits by the players and more. The busy week offers yet another sign that Puerto Rico, while still 
recovering from the effects of Hurricane Maria, remains one of the most attractive destinations in the Caribbean. 
 
La isla del encanto, the enchanted island, is back in business. 
 
"Being in Puerto Rico and understanding the situation and what the island has gone through in the last seven or eight months, it's good to see 
baseball back on the island," said Beltran, who is in the process of building 200 homes in Puerto Rico through his foundation. "I'm happy MLB is 
trying to make the most of the two games by helping people and letting them know they care and are not forgotten." 
 
The week's events begin early Monday morning with the Puerto Rico Series Golf Invitational, hosted by Major League Baseball Charities and 
featuring Hall of Famers Cal Ripken Jr. and Roberto Alomar, along with former players Ed Figueroa, Orlando Merced, Joe Nathan and Dickie 
Thon. Proceeds from the tournament will benefit Boys & Girls Clubs of Puerto Rico and Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Later Monday morning, Indians All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor will host a clinic for approximately 250 students at Escuela Villa Marina, his 
former grammar school in Gurabo, as part of the "Players Going Home" program.  
On Monday afternoon, Twins starter Jose Berrios and a group of his Twins teammates will visit patients at San Jorge Children's Hospital in San 
Juan. Berrios' teammate Eddie Rosario will run a clinic for 75 students at Escuela Dr. Rafael Lopez Landon, his old high school in Guayama, 
later in the afternoon. 
 
Monday's events wrap up with a "Play Ball" event, free and open to young people throughout Greater San Juan at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, and 
a special 17U matchup of Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities (RBI) teams from Aguadilla and Carolina. 
 
Tuesday morning begins with a celebration of the expansion of a Boys & Girls Club facility at the Ramos Antonini Housing Complex in the Río 
Piedras area of San Juan. Special guests include Commissioner Rob Manfred, former Major Leaguer Carlos Delgado and several Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America officials, including Jim Clark, president and CEO, and Eduardo Carrera, CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of Puerto Rico. 
 
A few hours later, players from the Twins and Indians, along with representatives from Habitat for Humanity, will unveil new mobile response 
units -- a cargo van and a truck -- to support home construction and repairs across the island. MLB financed the outfitting and stocking of the 
vehicles with supplies. Manfred, Rosario, Lindor and Indians catcher Roberto Perez are scheduled to attend the event. Tjada McKenna, the 
CEO of Habitat for Humanity International, and Amanda Silva, the executive director of Habitat /for Humanity Puerto Rico, will also be special 
guests. 
 
Major League Baseball will also honor eight first responders, who put their lives at risk during Hurricane Maria, in a pregame ceremony before 
the first game of the Puerto Rico Series on Tuesday night. 
 
On Wednesday morning, officials from MLB, the family of Hall of Famer Roberto Clemente, along with Indians and Twins players and other 
special guests will attend a special ceremony to reveal a memorial marker in honor of Clemente. The marker will be placed at the shoreline 
near the waters where Clemente's plane crashed on Dec. 31, 1972, following the ceremony. 
 



Before the second game of the series, MLB, Berrios and Perez will participate in a special pregame ceremony in support of Little Leaguers on 
the island. MLB provided new equipment and apparel to 150 Little League youth softball and baseball teams, reaching a total of more than 
2,000 players. MLBPA's Players Trust will also present a check to Feeding America before the second game of the series. 
Other events include a pair of Leadership Cleveland volunteer projects, two Twins employee volunteer events and a Twins luncheon for 
approximately 50 youth from Cardinal PR Sports. Additionally, MLB will offset the carbon impact of the players' travel to and from San Juan 
through Bonneville Environmental Foundation. 
 
"We are extremely happy to be coming to Puerto Rico to showcase the greatest players in the world, some of whom are playing in front of their 
families for the first time as Major Leaguers, and give back," Brasuell said. "We urge people to come and see all the great Puerto Rico has to 
offer." 
 
Bieber makes Pipeline Team of the Week 
By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB 
RHP: Shane Bieber, Akron RubberDucks (Double-A) 
(Indians' No. 8 prospect) 
1-0, 0.00 ERA, 2 GS, 13 IP, 6 H, 0 R, 0 ER, 0 BB, 17 K, 0.46 WHIP 
Bieber led the Minors with a miniscule walk rate of 0.5 per nine innings in his 2017 full-season debut, notching as many wins as he gave up free 
passes (10) in 28 starts. He's back at it again, with one victory and no walks in his first two starts in '18. Bieber has yet to give up a run in 13 
innings either, lowering his career ERA in pro ball to 2.40. 
 
Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor doesn’t plan on toning down the aggressiveness any time soon 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor has always played with a particular level of aggressiveness and a spirit that better mirrors 
backyard baseball than the major leagues. One of his goals within the game, no matter how long he plays, is to never lose that spirit. 

One example has been his insistence on continuing to bunt in certain situations, dating back the past few years. Lindor has become one of the 
elite players in the game and a Most Valuable Player candidate. An argument exists that a hitter of that caliber should almost never give himself 
up as an out. Lindor did it several times last season and repeatedly said he’d keep it as part of his game. And despite belting 33 home runs in 
2017, Lindor has refused to acknowledge his status as a power threat. 

“I don’t care what you guys say, I’m going to bunt,” Lindor said last May. “That’s just me. I’m not a power hitter. I just have to make sure I get my 
bunts down, get my runners over. I want the RBI, but sometimes you have to play to win. If that’s what it takes, I’m going to do it.” 

Another example was on display on Friday. With Lindor on second base, Jose Ramirez lined a ball to Toronto Blue Jays second baseman 
Devon Travis, who stopped it but couldn’t field it cleanly. Lindor rounded third and headed for home, forcing a quick throw from Travis. The 
throw beat Lindor to the plate and he was tagged out, but one play would never act as a deterrent. Pushing the envelope has steadily remained 
one of his priorities. 

Lindor wants to hold on to that aggressiveness for as long as he’s playing the game. He has played the game the same way since he was in 
high school. Now one of the younger stars in the league, he doesn’t plan on changing much, whether it’s a bunt or an attempt to take an extra 
base. “I don’t want to ever lose that,” Lindor said. “Aggressive teams go a long way. Aggressive but smart. You have to know when to go and 
when not to go. That’s our identity. Play hard, go all the way until the game’s finished.” 

The other aspect is that manager Terry Francona and the Indians have never wanted Lindor to change what he does, valuing how he sees the 
game. It is just what has come naturally. Dating back two years, Francona has said he loves that Lindor has been open to moving runners over 
when the situation calls of it. That goes for his aggressiveness on the base paths as well. 

“I thought it was really good,” Francona said of Lindor’s attempt to score. “They caught a break that that ball stayed, whether you’re [third-base 
coach Mike Sarbaugh] or Frankie, there’s no way to know exactly where that ball is, and it stayed close enough where they had a shot at us. 
But I thought it was good base-running and coaching.” 

Donation 

Indians players last fall set aside a postseason share to help assist in the recovery efforts of those affected by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico. 
On Monday, they announced two donations totaling nearly $37,000. 

The first part of the donation ($18,400) was given to Nuestra Escuela, a high school in Caguas, Puerto Rico. Former Indians pitcher Joe Colon 
attended the school and Lindor grew up within the community. Ana Yris Guzman, the school’s president and executive director, accepted the 
donation from Lindor on Monday morning. 

The second part of the donation share was awarded to Extra Bases, Inc., a non-profit organization founded by Carlos Delgado, a former All-
Star and a native of Puerto Rico. According to the release, Delgado will allocate 100 percent of the donation to Albergue Jesus de Nazaret, a 
home for abused children in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, which is where Roberto Perez was raised. The donation will be used to rebuild the 
baseball field, purchase new equipment and repair the fencing at the facility. 

The Cleveland Indians Wives Association also announced the donation of a $4,000 check to Casa Protegida Julia de Burgos, an institution for 
abused women in Puerto Rico. 
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Cleveland Indians' Francisco Lindor returns to grad e school in Puerto Rico and classes are dismissed 

By Paul Hoynes 



GURABO, P.R. - School isn't out for the summer just yet, but it was on Monday when All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor returned to his old 
grammar school to see some of his former teachers and hold a clinic for students. 

Escuela Villa Marina is the home for 250 students from kindergarten to fifth grade. They were all there chanting "Lindor" and "Cleveland" as the 
two-time Indians All-Star walked through the gates and into the courtyard of the school. The students were wearing blue Indians caps and white 
T-shirts distributed by MLB and MLBPA for the "Returning Home Program" where players return to the communities that helped them develop 
as players and people. 

The teachers were wearing red T-shirts with Lindor's name and No. 12 on the back. 

The walls outside their classrooms were decorated with collages of Lindor. One was a timeline tracing his career from when he first signed with 
the Indians as a No.1 pick in 2011. 

Another declared: Lindor "100 percent energy" with drawings and pictures of the shortstop. Lindor and his mother, Maria Serrano, stopped at 
each mural after the clinic ended. 

"The students have been working on these for two weeks," said Inti Santiago, the school's principal. 

Science teacher Evelyn Hernandez, known as Miss Haddock to her students, remembered Lindor as a bright, energetic student who liked to sit 
by the window in her class because it was cool. 

"He was always running around the courtyard, throwing the ball against the walls," she said. 

Lindor did not dispute his former teacher's scouting report. 

"Oh, man, I used to run run around all day," said Lindor. "All day. In the mornings, as soon as got to school, I would play, do these crazy things. 
Before I go to classes, I was already sweating. At lunchtime, forget about me. I was going to go in the classrooms full of dirt and stuff. 

"That was me. I was like these kids, crazy and running around wild." 

Lindor and the rest of his teammates arrived in Puerto Rico on Sunday night. They'll play a two-game regular-season series against the Twins 
on Tuesday and Wednesday at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan. 

Corey Kluber will face Minnesota's Jake Odorizzi on Tuesday night at 7:10 p.m. 

Lindor said his favorite subject was math. Asked if that was because it helped him figure out his batting average, he laughed and said, "No, 
back then it was always .700, so there was no point in trying to figure it out. 

"I like math because the way I see it is that for every problem out there, there's a solution. That's how I see it. That's how I thought about it." 

But there was another reason. 

"It was the only class with air conditioning," said Lindor. 

Everytime Lindor took a step, no matter where he was on the school grounds, he was engulfed. There were teams of players from other 
schools, some of them bigger than Lindor, posing with him for pictures. As soon as the picture was taken, Lindor would bend down and start 
signing autographs and disappear from view. 

Then he'd be hustled off to another group of students for more pictures and autographs.  On a hot day, with students chanting his nickname, 
"Paquito," it could be overwhelming, but Lindor loved it. 

Paquito, by the way, means Frankie. 

"This is an honor. It's a privilege," he said. "I'm blessed to be here. Stuff like this is something that I always wanted to do, come back. As soon 
as I was a professional baseball player, I always wanted to come back and do something special for the kids." 

Maria Serrano felt her son was a good player, but as far as accomplishing what he's accomplished in fewer than three years in the big leagues, 
well, that's something she didn't see coming. 

"Never, never, never," she said. "We knew that he was a good player when he was young. But just like every mom, I took him to the field so he 
could play and stay out of trouble. That's what we started with. I never thought he would be here." 

Hurricane Maria did not do much damage to Escuela Villa Marina. The roof of the basketball court was bent and twisted and there was some 
water damage in the class rooms. But the hurricane did destroy the homes of 18 students. 

So part of Lindor's visit had to do with encouragement and hope. He told the students to dream big because dreams do come true. 

"I want people to understand that this is a real little island, but there's a lot of people (here) with big dreams," said Lindor. "There are a lot of 
people that want to accomplish big things in life. And, nobody here wants things given. We don't want it to be given. 

"We just want the respect and go out there and earn it. That's what I do. That's what every player from Puerto Rico or other countries do when 
they reach the big leagues. they earn it." 

While Lindor was saying those words, he was standing on the field where he learned to play. It seemed like he found strength from the dirt and 
sand under his feet. 

"I love Cleveland. I love the people," said Lindor. "They're great. I just want for them to see the video of how my school is, how the field I played 
on is. There's no grass in here. And there's a lot of rocks. You better have quick feet and quick hands, otherwise you're going to lose your lips." 

Now there's a life lesson. 
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Cleveland's "Sax Man,'' Maurice Reedus Jr., dies at  age 65 

By Michael K. McIntyre 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Sax Man has died. 

Clevelander Maurice Reedus, Jr., 65, the saxophonist who spent most evenings on Cleveland's streets entertaining sports fans and theater 
patrons with crowd pleasing numbers, was found dead in his apartment on E. 89th Street Monday. 

His sister, Sharon Reedus-Sanders, said he had suffered a heart attack in August and had recovered enough to continue playing music, 
including Friday night at Playhouse Square. 

Family members were unable to reach him Saturday and discovered Monday he had died in his bed, she said. 

Maurice Reedus, Jr., the eldest of six Reedus children, was known to his family as, simply, "Man." Nephews called him "Uncle Man." Fans 
called him "Sax Man." 

He was happiest on his horn, she said, wearing flamboyant red clothing, stylish sunglasses and a smile for anyone who wanted to pose for a 
picture. He did it because he loved to play and because he needed the money. Fans were happy to reward his renditions of TV theme songs 
with some loose change or a couple of singles. 

A highlight of his life was the 2014 documentary film "The Sax Man," which played at the Cleveland International Film Festival. It recounted his 
life as a professional musician, and how he took his playing to the streets. And it featured a reunion with his former band, "Sly, Slick & Wicked." 

The film won the festival's "Local Heroes" award and Reedus, during a Q and A after an encore screening, was his usual self-deprecating and 
hilarious self.  

 "I'm thinking this will be a good year for you," a patron said. 

"As long as I can pay my cable bill, that's cool," the Sax Man retorted. 

He lived at the time in a small apartment in Glenville. He's just moved to a new place on E. 89th street, his sister said, and was excited about it. 

The Sax Man is the son of Maurice Reedus, Sr., a grammy-winning musician who played tenor saxophone in the late Robert Lockwood, Jr.'s 
legendary blues band for 35 years. The son emulated his father, according to Reedus-Sanders, and sought his approval. 

She said both of his parents were proud of him, as she was. 

"I just remember as a little boy how much he idolized my dad and how much he wanted to emulate him and music became passion and he 
played it until his last day," she said. 

She marveled at his positive attitude, even as he busked on the streets for cash on cold Cleveland nights. 

"I don't know if there was ever a time when I saw him angry," she said, marveling at his ability to remember names and faces. 

But he was angry in 2013, after one in a long string of citations from Cleveland and Regional Transit Authority police for such things as 
"misconduct" on public transit, no vendor's license, no peddler's ID and loud noise. 

"I'm barely hanging on. I'm 60 years old and a military veteran. All these other people are doing good and I'm doing raggedy right now," Reedus 
told me at the time. "I don't ask for nothing. I work." 

His experiences prompted City Council to clear up ambiguity in city law, passing a the "Sax Man Ordinance" expressly legalizing busking, or 
playing music on the streets for money. 

"What a gentle soul he was. He was so kind," said former City Councilman Joe Cimperman, who represented downtown and proposed the 
ordinance. 

"He was the reason we did it. The truth is real cities have Maurices," he said. "He brought people joy and Cleveland is going to be less because 
he's not here any more." 
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Cleveland Indians donate full playoff share to help  Puerto Rico recover from hurricane damage 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - The Indians showed their generous side on Monday to aid in Puerto Rico's recovery from Hurricane Maria. 

The team, which won the AL Central last season with a league-high 102 wins, donated a full playoff share from the division series to the 
communities where Puerto Rican natives Francisco Lindor and Roberto Perez grew up. The Indians wives association also made a donation. 

A full share of the Indians' playoff pool last year was worth $36,782.74. The Indians awarded 62 full shares. 

"I'm not surprised," said manager Terry Francona, when asked about his players donating a playoff share. "That's one of the things I'm probably 
most proud about that guys want to give back. 

"We're so lucky. Most of us, incluiding myself, aren't capable of doing much else. Since we're in this game and get treated really well, especially 
financially, to help out other people is awesome." 

On Monday, the Indians donated $18,400 of that share to Nuestra Escuela, a high school in Caguas. Former Indians right-hander Joe Colon is 
an alumni of Nuestra Escuela and Lindor spent the first 12 years of his life living there. The donation will help the school reinstate its sports 
program, improve the existing athletic field and provide new equipment. 

Lindor was scheduled to present the check to a group of student leaders Monday afternoon during his clinic at his former grade school in 
Gurabo. 



The rest of the share will be donated to Extra Bases, Inc., a non-profit, non-government organization founded by Carlos Delgado, a Puerto 
Rican native and former big league player. Delgado will give 100 percent of the donation to Albergue Jesus de Nazareth, a home for abused 
children in Mayaguez. The donation will help rebuild the baseball field and provide new sports equipment for the facility. 

Mayaguez is Perez's hometown. The Indians will present the check to Delgado during their two-game series against the Twins on Tuesday and 
Wednesday at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan. 

The Indians' wives association, in response to the hurricanes that hit Puerto Rico and Texas last year, donated money to the relief relief and 
rebuilding efforts. On Monday, they donated a $4,000 check to Casa Protegida de Burgo, the oldest institution for abused women in Puerto 
Rico. 
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Roberto Clemente to Robbie Alomar: Cleveland Indians players, coaches name their all-time top Puerto Rican  ballplayers 

Posted April 16, 2018 at 10:26 AM 

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Ask the Puerto Rican-born players and coaches in the Cleveland Indians clubhouse to pick the best big leaguers ever to 
come from their homeland and you’ll get a lively debate about a number of positions on the field. 

The one you won’t hear any discussion about is right field. That’s reserved for Roberto Clemente. The conversation begins and ends with the 
legendary Pirates hall of famer who has the most hits and highest career batting average among Puerto Rican players to reach the big leagues. 

“Right field is spoken for,” first base coach Sandy Alomar Jr said of Clemente. “He’s everyone's hero.” 

And there is no shortage of heroes when talking about the infield, too. Everybody’s consensus starter at second base is ex-Indians great 
Roberto Alomar, Sandy’s brother and a lifelong idol of Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor. 

“That was the guy I tried to be like,” Lindor said. “I liked how he impacted the game in all kinds of ways. He’s in the Hall of Fame for a reason. 
He’s a great guy to try and imitate.” 

There is plenty of discussion surrounding other infield spots. Shortstop is one where Sandy Alomar’s opinion conflicts with that of the younger 
players. Alomar gives the nod to old-timers such as Jose Pagan and Rey Sanchez, who performed in the major leagues for decades, rather 
than deciding among the younger crop of talent including Lindor and Houston’s Carlos Correa. 

“That’s a huge debate,” Alomar said. “These guys right now are just starting. But they’re so talented. Good luck deciding after they get some 
years under their belts.” 

Catcher Roberto Perez is more diplomatic, sticking with the guy who catches his throws to second base. 

“It’s tough,” Perez said. “We’ve got some great shortstops out there now. But Frankie started for us in the World Baseball Classic. So I’ll go with 
him.” 

The other position that stirs a lot of debate is catcher. Naturally, Perez and Lindor favor their WBC teammate Yadier Molina over last year’s Hall 
of Fame inductee Ivan Rodriguez. Both have outstanding qualifications, including multiple Gold Glove Awards, World Series titles and signature 
styles behind the dish. Even the Hall of Fame debate seems like a wash. 

“You could go with Pudge, but I think Molina is going to be a Hall of Famer, too,” Perez said. “For me, I like Molina’s style. He kind of changed 
the catching style. Now you see guys wearing the hockey mask and backward hats. I looked up to him and he’s a guy I respect a lot.” 

But while Lindor includes Sandy Alomar among his top three Puerto Rican catchers, Alomar doesn't even make Perez’s list. 

Alomar said he doesn’t hold it against Perez for not naming him, because he probably never watched the Tribe legend play in his prime. In fact, 
with all the talented Puerto Rican players behind the plate, Alomar said he probably wouldn’t even put himself on the list anyway. 

“You’ve got so many good catchers there, basically I’d be warming up guys in the bullpen,” Alomar said. 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

Pirates Clemente 1967 

Roberto Clemente, RF 

The goods: A Hall of Famer on and off the field, Clemente is a superhero among Puerto Rican ballplayers. His lifetime .317 batting average and 
3,000 hits are more than any other player from the island. A 15-time All-Star, the 1966 National League MVP, four-time NL batting champion 
and two-time World Series champ, Clemente also won 12 consecutive Gold Glove Awards and was the first Latin American player inducted into 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. He died on New Year’s Eve, 1972 in a plane crash while delivering humanitarian aid 
to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. Each year, MLB teams honor their man of the year with the Roberto Clemente Award. 

Other candidates  

Let’s be honest, the conversation in right field begins and ends with Clemente. He is so revered by his countrymen that nobody would mention 
another right field candidate. Even if that meant moving worthy players such as Carlos Beltran and Juan Gonzalez to other spots. 

Bernie Williams 

Bernie Williams, CF 

The goods: A four-time World Series champion, Williams ranks in the top 10 among Puerto Rican players in hits (2,336), home runs (287), and 
career batting average (.297). He appeared in five consecutive All-Star games and won four straight Gold Glove Awards in center field. Known 
for his clutch performances in the playoffs, Williams is the all-time leader in postseason runs batted in with 80. 

Other candidates 



Carlos Beltran - The nine-time All-Star won three consecutive Gold Glove Awards in center (2006-08) and ranks first in games played (2,586) 
and third all-time in hits by a Puerto Rican-born player (2,725).  

Juan Beniquez - Won a Gold Glove in center in 1977 and batted .336 in 1984 for the Angels. 

GONZALEZ 

Juan Gonzalez, LF 

The goods: Appeared in 140 games or more just six times in his 17-year career, but put up massive numbers when he was healthy. A two-time 
American League MVP and three-time All-Star, Gonzalez led the AL in home runs twice and is No. 3 all-time in homers (434) and RBI (1,404) 
by a native Puerto Rican. 

Other candidates 

Ruben Sierra - Played 20 seasons and appeared in four All-Star games. Led the AL in RBI, won a Silver Slugger Award and finished second in 
MVP voting in 1989. 

Jose Cruz - Nineteen-year veteran played in two All-Star Games and finished third in NL MVP voting in 1980. His 2,251 hits rank fifth among 
Puerto Rican hitters. 

S12HALLZ 

Orlando Cepeda, 1B 

The goods: Cepeda won the National League MVP award as he led St. Louis to the 1967 World Series title. An 11-time All-Star, Cepeda was 
the NL Rookie of the Year in 1958 and led the league in home runs in 1961. He ranks in the top five in hits, home runs and RBI by Puerto Rican 
players. 

Other candidates 

Carlos Delgado - Delgado hit more home runs (473) and walks (1,109) than any player born in Puerto Rico. He also ranks 2nd all-time in RBI 
by a Puerto Rican player (1,512) and is in the top 10 in hits, slugging percentage and OPS. In 17 seasons, he was a two-time All-Star, a three-
time Silver Slugger Award winner and the 2006 Roberto Clemente Award recipient. In 2003, Delgado hit four home runs in a game against the 
Tampa Bay Rays.  

Willie Montanez - Played 14 seasons and was an All-Star in 1977. Finished second in Rookie of the Year voting in 1971. 

Carmelo Martinez - Homered in his first major league at-bat and went on to play nine seasons for the Padres, Phillies, Pirates, Royals and 
Reds. Finished sixth in Rookie of the Year voting in 1984. 
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Hello sunshine and three other things we learned ab out the Cleveland Indians on Monday 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - It's only for a few days, but who wouldn't want to get out of Ohio's temperamental April weather for the Caribbean warmth of 
Puerto Rico? 

The Indians and Twins were allowed to add a 26th player for their two-game series that starts Tuesday night at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. The 
Indians filled the opening with switch-hitting outfielder Greg Allen. 

Allen said it's good to be part of something that will help Puerto Rico heal from September's battering by Hurricane Maria. He added that it was 
nice to get out of the cold weather that is a normal part of life in Columbus, home of the Class AAA Clippers, at this time of year. 

"I know it's been rainy in Cleveland, we've had some rain in Columbus," said Allen. "It's been pretty cold. So, to be able to get out of that 
weather for a little bit, and be in something nice like this, you definitely can't complain." 

Allen had a solid spring in big-league camp, hitting .250 (9-for-36) with six RBI. He's hitting .200 (5-for-33) with one RBI at Columbus. 

"It's early," said Allen. "We're only about a week, a week and a half, into the season. So it's really just trying to settle in." 

Allen gave a good review of catcher Francisco Mejia's efforts to play the outfield at Columbus. The Indians are trying him in left and right field 
because they're trying to find a way to get his bat to the big leagues if an opportunity presents itself. 

"They're trying to find ways to get him some different opportunities," said Allen. "He's been in the outfield - left and right field - but he's been 
doing phenomenal. He's a quick learner and I'm sure he'll continue to get better with it." 

No. 1: Why not a pitcher 

It sounded like manager Terry Francona would have liked to add a pitcher instead of a position player for the Twins. 

"The way I understand it, any time you leave the continental United States, you get an extra player," said Francona. "And the way I understand 
it, it has to be a position player - not a pitcher." 

The Twins circumvented that rule by optioning outfielder Ryan LaMarre to Class AAA Rochester on Friday so they could add another pitcher in 
Alan Busenitz on Sunday. They recalled LaMarre on Monday because the rule that says a player must stay in the minors for at least 10 days 
after being optioned does not apply when a team can add a 26th player. 

Terry Francona on 26-man rule for Puerto Rico series 

The Indians countered by skipping Josh Tomlin's turn in the rotation and putting him in the bullpen. Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco will start 
Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively, against the Twins. 



The rotation for the four-game series against Baltimore will be Trevor Bauer on Friday, Mike Clevinger on Saturday, Kluber on Sunday and 
Carrasco on Tuesday. Tomlin is in line to start Tuesday's game against the White Sox at Progressive Field. 

No. 2: Lot of downtime for Cy Kluber 

Kluber will face the Twins on Tuesday night on a week's rest. He has not started since April 9 against the Tigers after being rained out of starts 
on Saturday and Sunday against the Blue Jays. 

Kluber, who won the Cy Young last season, threw a light bullpen on Sunday at Progressive Field and Francona said he should be fine for 
Tuesday night's start. 

The Twins have an even more postponements than the Indians. Last week they were snowed out of four games. 

No.3: Even split between catchers Yan Gomes, Roberto Perez 

Francona said Yan Gomes will catch Kluber on Tuesday night and Roberto Perez will catch Carrasco on Wednesday. He said he was tempted 
to catch Perez in both games because he's from Puerto Rico. 

"I kind of wrestled with that one, because of Roberto being here," said Francona. "There were some scenarios where he was going to catch the 
first game here, which I know it would've meant a lot to him. It's just, it's Kluber. And I went and told him that, because Carl (Willis, pitching 
coach) and I looked at it about 10 times, just because I knew it would be special. But, (Jose) Berrios is pitching the second game. That'll be 
pretty electric." 

Berrios is from Puerto Rico as well. 
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Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins preview, pitchin g matchups 

By Paul Hoynes 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the series between the Indians and Twins that begins on Tuesday night. 

Where: Hiram Bithorn Stadium, Puerto Rico on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

TV/radio: FOX Sports 1 will televise the game on Tuesday and ESPN on Wednesday; WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will broadcast the 
game on Tuesday and WMMS/FM 100.7 will do the game on Wednesday. 

Pitching matchups: RHP Corey Kluber (1-1, 1.57) vs. RHP Jake Odorizzi (1-0, 2.20) on Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. and RHP Carlos Carrasco (3-0, 
3.48) vs. RHP Jose Berrios (2-1, 2.18) Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. 

Series: The Indians went 12-7 against the Twins last year. 

Tuesday: Kluber, who has not started since April 9, is 8-5 with a 3.31 ERA in his career against the Twins. Joe Mauer is hitting .327 (16-for-49) 
with two homers and four RBI against Kluber. 

Odorizzi, who has not started since April 10, is 1-1 with a 3.53 ERA against the Indians. Jason Kipnis is hitting .286 (2-for-7) against Odorizzi. 

Wednesday: Carrasco, who has not started since April 11, is 5-6 with a 3.83 ERA against the Twins. Brian Dozier is hitting only .193 against the 
Carrasco, but has three homers and seven RBI. 

Berrios, who has not started since April 12, is 2-2 with a 5.31 ERA against the Indians. Francisco Lindor is hitting .333 (3-for-9) against Berrios. 

Team updates: The Indians were rained out of Saturday and Sunday's games against Toronto after going 6-2 on what was scheduled to be a 
10-game homestand. The Twins have played 11 games, the fewest in the AL. They've won three straight, but have not played since Thursday 
because of three straight postponements at Target Field because of snow. 

Disabled list: Indians - OF Lonnie Chisenhall (right calf), INF Giovanny Urshela (right hamstring), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder), RHP Danny 
Salazar (right hamstring) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on the disabled list. Twins - RHP Phil Hughes (left oblique), RHP Trevor 
May (right elbow), RHP Michael Pineda (right elbow) and RHP Ervin Santana (right middle finger) are on the disabled list. 

Next: The Indians open a four-game series at Camden Yards on Friday. 
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Twins-Indians series in Puerto Rico is about more th an baseball for many 

By La Velle E. Neal III Star Tribune  APRIL 16, 2018 — 10:15PM 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO – Moises Roman knew he was wrong. But he did it anyway. 

Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico in late September of last year, and in early October there was still no power or internet service in the 
San Juan area — and there wouldn’t be a long time. 

Flouting a 10 p.m. curfew, Roman got in his car and drove for 30 minutes, pulling into the parking lot of a hospital that was powered by 
generators so he could tap into its wireless signal. Then he watched the Twins play the Yankees in a wild-card game. 

“I was ready to spend the night in jail just to be able to watch the game,” said Roman, a loan officer at a bank who lives in Canovanas, the 
home of Twins minor leaguer Kennys Vargas. “I had no choice. I was already affected by Maria, but there was no way I was going to miss 
those games. I’m not a Yankee fan. I’m a huge Yankee fan.” 

Puerto Rico is full of passionate baseball fans. As the island gets back on its feet following the devastating Category 4 hurricane, baseball has 
been its crutch. It can show the baseball world how much progress it has made Tuesday and Wednesday when it hosts the Twins and 
Cleveland in the Puerto Rico Series. 

“This is huge for us,” said Roman, 37, “especially after Maria.” 



 Maria caused about $85 billion in damage in Puerto Rico. Depending on who you ask, 5 to 10 percent of the country remains without power, 
mostly in mountainous areas in the middle of the island. 

The series between the Twins and Indians was announced before the hurricane hit, but despite the damage, locals were undeterred. The 
games are sold out, and Hiram Bithorn Stadium (which holds slightly more than 18,000) will be overflowing with 39,000 tickets sold. 

These two days will celebrate what some consider to be a golden age for the sport of the island, as young products such as Houston shortstop 
Carlos Correa and Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor have become stars. Puerto Rican Twins Jose Berrios and Eddie Rosario have gotten 
heroes’ welcomes. 

The series will show how much progress the country has made, post-Maria. And, in a place in which tourism fuels the economy, Puerto Ricans 
want to prove they remain a vacation destination. 

“The message to the United States is that Puerto Rico is open for business,” said Rosario, who spent Monday visiting schools in his home near 
Guayama. “It is still a beautiful island. Yes, there are still places in recovery mode, but most of the island is back up and is good and everyone 
is working hard to make it better.” 

Bithorn, who pitched for the Cubs and White Sox from 1942-47, was the first Puerto Rican player in Major League Baseball. More than 260 
have reached the major leagues since then. Four — Ivan Rodriguez, Roberto Alomar, Orlando Cepeda and the incomparable Roberto 
Clemente — are in the Hall of Fame. 

Many here are excited about the current group in the majors. In addition to Correa, Lindor, Berrios and Rosario, there are Cubs infielder Javier 
Baez, Red Sox catcher Christian Vazquez and Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina. Most were part of a Puerto Rican team that finished second in 
the World Baseball Classic last year. The run to the title game energized the island. Everyone on the team dyed their hair blond, even the 
venerable Carlos Beltran, and the country took note. 

“Half of the island had blond hair,” said Tuti Munoz, vice president of MB Sports, which helped promote the series. “It was collective pride. A lot 
of the kids were looking at soccer or something else to play, but they changed their minds. There was one report that in the next Little League 
season, there was an increase in registration.” 

Like other Latin countries and colleges in the United States, there are cycles in which top players are produced. Twins scout Freddie Thon, who 
works in Puerto Rico, pointed out a gap between the Alomar-Rodriguez era and the current one. 

“Players like Correa, Lindor, Berrios and down to Rosario are just so talented,” Thon said. “They were developed well in Puerto Rico but are 
just so talented. Especially Correa and Lindor and the people they are. It’s kind of generational. It’s exciting for the island, obviously.” 

There are plenty of good coaches around Puerto Rico, many of them former major leaguers. There are two major baseball academies on the 
island — the Puerto Rico Baseball Academy (PRBA), located in Gurabo, which is about 30 minutes outside of San Juan; and the Carlos Beltran 
Baseball Academy, located in Florida, near San Juan. 

Correa said he was one of about 250 players at the PRBA who took classes from 8 a.m.-noon, then worked on baseball from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

“They taught me to play baseball the right way, and that is the most important thing,” he said. “They prepare you physically and mentally to be 
ready. 

“School was not my favorite part. I went to the academy to play. They do a pretty good job combining both. The perfect environment to play 
every single day.” 

Other players from the island, such as Berrios and Rosario, were scouted while playing in Puerto Rico’s version of Legion baseball, as well as 
showcases. Lindor lived in Puerto Rico until he was 12 before going to a prep school in Florida. Fans here still claim him, as his jersey is for 
sale outside the stadium this week along with those of Berrios, Rosario, Correa and Indians catcher Roberto Perez, who’s from Mayaguez. 

One of the lasting Images in the aftermath of Maria was the damage at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. Trees were snapped in half. Branches were 
stuck in the honeycomb-like siding of the park. And the statue of Bithorn in mid-delivery fell off its base and was smashed on the ground. The 
base, which holds a plaque detailing Bithorn’s career, has been repaired, but not the statue yet. 

The stadium lights have been replaced. The outfield bleachers, bullpens and batting cages had to be repaired or replaced. And a fresh coat of 
paint was slapped on the exterior over the weekend. 

The Twins and Indians arrived Sunday and are staying at the same hotel. Players mingled on Sunday night. 

On Monday, Rosario and Berrios made public appearances while a handful of players worked out at the stadium. The Twins haven’t played a 
game since Thursday because of snowstorms in the Twin Cities, so manager Paul Molitor seeks a return to normalcy. 

But this week is more than two games between two American League Central clubs in another country. 

“I don’t know how to measure how big it is,” Molitor said. “Obviously, we have been given opportunities, in the position that we take in our 
game, people look up to it, and we have a chance to have influence.” 

Roman not only will be at Tuesday’s game; he’s headed to New York next week when the Twins face the Yankees to watch some games as 
well. He estimated the crowd will be split on Tuesday but, when Berrios starts Wednesday, it will favor the Twins. 

He promised an atmosphere with music, singing and plenty of spirit. Because that’s how it’s done on the island. 

“You’re going to feel it when you arrive at the game,” Roman said. “It’s like a carnival and the players are going feed from that, especially the 
Latino players. You guys are going to have good weather this week!” 
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Twins-Cleveland series preview 

Two-Game Series at Hiram Bithorn Stadium 

Tuesday, 6:10 p.m. • FS1, 830-AM: RHP Jake Odorizzi (1-0, 2.20 ERA) vs. RHP Corey Kluber (1-1, 1.57) 



Wednesday, 6:10 p.m. • ESPN, 830-FM RHP Jose Berrios (2-1, 2.18) vs. RHP Carlos Carrasco (3-0, 3.48) 

TWINS UPDATE 

This will be the Twins’ first game since Thursday when they defeated the White Sox; three weekend games were snowed out. … Players went 
through an optional workout on Sunday before leaving for Puerto Rico. Joe Mauer, who leads the major leagues with a .412 batting average, 
was among a group of players that worked out Monday on the FieldTurf at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. ... Berrios is 2-2, 5.31 ERA in four career 
starts against the Indians. ... Max Kepler has hit six home runs against the Indians in games away from Target Field. 

INDIANS UPDATE 

Cleveland won the season series last year 12-7, including nine of 10 at Target Field. ... Carlos Santana hit .338 vs. the Twins and Austin 
Jackson hit .333, but neither are with the team this year. Edwin Encarnacion, however, remains. He hit .277 vs. the Twins last season but six of 
his 18 hits were home runs. ... Outfielder Greg Allen will be Cleveland’s 26th player for the series. ... Kluber has 27 strikeouts in 23 innings. … 
Former Twin RHP Matt Belisle, now with the Indians, gave up three runs over 1⅓ innings in his most recent outing Friday. 
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Here’s why Twins lost two home games for Puerto Rico series vs. Cleveland Indians 

By MIKE BERARDINO | PUBLISHED: April 16, 2018 at 11:04 am | UPDATED: April 16, 2018 at 1:42 PM 

Some have wondered why the Twins are considered the home team for both games this week against the Cleveland Indians at Hiram Bithorn 
Stadium in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

What’s more, the question of competitive disadvantage has been raised as the Twins will play host to the two-time defending American League 
Central champions just seven times at Target Field this season while visiting Progressive Field 10 times, including seven times in August alone. 

“The Twins were first approached about being part of a Puerto Rico (series) in February of 2017,” Twins President Dave St. Peter wrote 
Monday in an email response. “As ardent supporters of Commissioner Manfred’s push to celebrate and expand our game internationally, the 
Twins accepted said invitation. While discussions with the Commissioner’s Office focused on various options in terms of dates, home/road, etc., 
we ultimately landed with an April 17-18 series and the Twins being the home team for both games.” 

The Indians were not publicly announced as the Twins’ opponent for this week’s games until last June 21. 

“Clearly there is a weather benefit of playing these April games in (Puerto Rico) instead of (Minnesota),” St. Peter continued. “Big picture, we 
are not overly concerned about any competitive impact.” 

The Twins have gone a combined 5-14 at home against the Indians over the past two seasons, including 1-9 last season. Meanwhile, they are 
a combined 17-12 on the road against the Indians since the start of 2015. 

Over the past five seasons, the Twins have won the season series against the Indians just once. That came in 2015, when they took 12 of 19 
meetings. 

The Indians’ two visits to Target Field this year will come May 31-June 3 and July 30-Aug. 1. The two teams are widely expected to battle for 
division supremacy throughout the year as the other three AL Central clubs are in various stages of rebuilding projects. 

MAKEUP DATES ANNOUNCED 

Snowmageddon 2018 has reached its conclusion for the Twins and Chicago White Sox, who have scheduled three makeup dates for the 
weekend games they lost because of this historic blizzard. 

The April 13 game will be made up on June 5 at Target Field at 3:10 p.m. as part of a straight double-header, meaning the second game will 
start approximately 30 minutes after the first game ends. Game 1 is also when the Twins will celebrate Jackie Robinson Day, which was 
originally planned for Sunday. 

The April 14 game will be made up on Friday Sept. 28 at 1:10 p.m. as part of a split double-header. The second game remains at its original 
7:10 p.m. start, giving the Twins and White Sox a four-game series on the final weekend of the regular season. 

The April 15 game will be made up on Monday, Aug. 20, which had been a mutually scheduled off day. The Twins and White Sox will then play 
a regularly scheduled two-game series at Guaranteed Rate Field on Aug. 21-22. 

With the adjustments, the Twins will now play 23 out of 29 games against American League Central foes from July 30 through Aug. 30. They 
still have three scheduled off days in August. 

MAUER’S FREE PASS 

Twins first baseman Joe Mauer, who reached 2,000 career hits on April 12, has drawn 10 walks through his first 10 games this season. 

Now at 898 for his career, fourth among active players, Mauer has already passed the following this season: Reggie Smith, Andruw Jones, 
Johnny Bench, Paul O’Neill and Dick Allen. Mauer is currently tied with Jose Cruz Sr. for 175th all-time and is about to pass former third 
baseman Scott Rolen (899). 

Only Hall of Famer Harmon Killebrew (1,321) has more career walks for the Twins than Mauer. Among active players Mauer, who turns 35 on 
Thursday, trails only Albert Pujols, Miguel Cabrera and Joey Votto. 

That trio has combined to win six league MVP awards and earn 26 all-star selections. All three seem ticketed for Cooperstown. 

BRIEFLY 

The Twins added outfielder Ryan LaMarre as their 26th man for the Puerto Rico series under a provision in the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement for international games. LaMarre was optioned to Triple-A Rochester on April 13 and reliever Alan Busenitz was recalled on 
Sunday. 



Cleveland Indians' Roberto Perez, Francisco Lindor excited about returning to Puerto Rico to play Twin s 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
SAN JUAN, P.R. - Roberto Perez and Francisco Lindor returned to their native Puerto Rico on Sunday with the Indians excited not only to be 
playing in front of their fellow countrymen, but about the recovery the island has made since being devastated by Hurricane Maria in 
September. 
 
The Indians and Twins will play a two-game regular season series on Tuesday and Wednesday at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan. The 
Twins will be the home team. 
 
Perez and Lindor made trips to Puerto Rico during the offseason. Perez returned right after the Indians were eliminated from the postseason by 
the Yankees in October because his mother's house in Mayaguez was destroyed. 
 
"I went for three days right after we were eliminated," said Perez. "It was a disaster. My mom lost her home. I had to go home and see for 
myself. It was hard to see." 
 
Mayaguez is on the western side of Puerto Rico. The house that was destroyed was the house Perez grew up in. 
 
"She lost everything," said Perez, "but she's doing fine. She's staying with my aunt until we build her a new house. I think she's happy about 
that." 
 
Perez, who signed a four-year deal with the Indians at the start of the 2017 season, is helping pay for the new home. 
 
Roberto Perez keeps his mind on his family in the hurricane ravaged Puerto Rico 
ADVERTISING 
 
 
In December, Perez returned to play in a celebrity softball game organized by catcher Yadier Molina to help raise money to help Puerto Rico's 
recovery. 
 
Lindor's parents live in Orlando, Fla., but he still has relatives in Puerto Rico. He said he returned to the island six or seven times during the 
winter. Some visits were to help the recovery, some were to check on his family and friends. 
 
"I did like four trips to help out," said Lindor. "I went to different places in the island, back where a lot of people haven't been to, and helped out. 
We'd just gather a group of people, and say 'let's go.' We'd walk around, giving supplies out - water, food, pillows, blankets, socks, a variety of 
different things. Things that were needed. 
 
"I have a guy that I work with. I'd ask him what things were needed and that's what we gathered and distributed." 
 
Another time Lindor said he and his friends "brought Christmas" with them. 
 
"We brought happiness," he said. "We gave presents to little kids. Everybody always thinks about the bad things that happened in Puerto Rico 
(because of the hurricane). But Puerto Rico is great. I love Puerto Rico." 
 
Some of the goods Lindor disturbed were donated. He paid for some of the others. 
"A lot of help was delivered to Puerto Rico," he said. "A lot of people trusted that it would be delivered. So we went out and helped out." 
 
Francisco Lindor on Puerto Rico: 'I believe in God, I believe in my little island' 
Lindor said he made his last trip in February. He said he'd seen a lot of improvements on the island compared to his first trip. Still, the power 
grid on the island is unstable. Last week it was reported that a tree fell on a power line and left almost 900,000 people without power for several 
hours. 
 
Asked if he was worried about Tuesday and Wednesday's game being delayed by a power outage, Lindor said, "No, but I worry about rain. It's 
a tropical island." 
 
Perez and Lindor were born in Puerto Rico. Teammate Edwin Encarnacion was born in the Dominican Republic, but has Puerto Rican roots as 
well. When Encarnacion was 11, his family from the Dominican to Puerto Rico where his father was working. He played high school baseball in 
Puerto Rico and was drafted by the Texas Rangers in 2000. 
 
"I don't have any family in Puerto Rico anymore, but I have people there who are like family," said Encarnacion. "They took good care of me in 
Puerto Rico so I have a lot of people to meet there. They are coming to the games and I'm excited to see them ... of course." 
 
Hurricane Maria causes major damage at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, San Juan, Puerto Rico | 09-20-2017 
Lindor and Perez played for Puerto Rico in the World Baseball Classic in 2017. Perez has played winter ball here as well. But he views playing 
regular season games on the island as something different. 



"I don't know how it's going to feel ... having my nation in my head," said Perez. "The whole stadium is going to be packed. Fans are going to 
wear red, white and blue clothing (Puerto Rico's national colors). It's going to be crazy. 
"It will be hard to think it's normal game. I'm not going to take it for granted. I'm going to have so many family members coming. I've got 40 
tickets." 
 
Lindor, like Perez, was worried about his ticket situation. Other than that, he can't wait to play Tuesday and Wednesday nights. 
 
"To go back to Puerto Rico and represent the Cleveland Indians, and to play in from of my hometown crowd, is a dream come true," he said. 
"I'm excited, but I'm scared about the tickets. It's a lot of tickets. I'm just hoping I don't lose them before I get back to Puerto Rico." 
 
Monday is an off day for the Indians and Twins. Lindor is going to hold a clinic for 250 students from kindergarten through fifth grade at his old 
grammar school Escuela Villa Marine in Gurabo. It is part of the MLB/MLBPA's "going home' program for players. 
 
Perez says he's going to spend time with his mother, Lilliam Martinez, brother and the rest of his family. 
 
"It will probably be the only time I get to see them during the season," he said. 
 
Indians donate $37,000 for hurricane relief in Puer to Rico 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The Cleveland Indians have donated $37,000 for hurricane relief efforts in Puerto Rico. 
 
In September, the team decided to donate a playoff share to relief efforts on the island, which was devastated by Hurricane Maria and where 
large areas remain without power. The donation made Monday, along with $4,000 given by the Cleveland Indians Wives Association, will go 
directly to communities where Indians All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor and catcher Roberto Perez grew up. 
 
The Indians are in Puerto Rico to play a two-game series this week against the Minnesota Twins. 
 
Perez and Lindor made trips to Puerto Rico during the offseason, donating time and some of their own money for bottled water and other 
goods. 
 
Lindor took part in a baseball clinic Monday for kids at his grade school. 
 

What Hurricane Maria Didn’t 

By JAMES WAGNERAPRIL 16, 2018 

AIBONITO, Puerto Rico — At the Estadio Hermanos Marrero, a baseball stadium nestled in this small, mountainous municipality in the center 
of Puerto Rico, parts of the roof over the grandstand are gone or twisted back. 

The Cayey Toritos played their 2018 home opener there in a Sunday doubleheader because their stadium is still too heavily damaged to use. 
Before the first pitch, a team prayer in the dugout led by Toritos right fielder Rafael Sánchez ended with a rallying cry, “This is for our 
community!” 

The players are far from the millionaires getting set to play a major league game in San Juan an hour north on Tuesday; they are students, 
salesmen, barbers, teachers and cooks. And they have lived the hardships of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, yet still take the field despite the 
aftermath, or because of it. 

The hurricanes devastated this baseball-loving island, but seven months later, the Toritos and other teams in the island’s predominant amateur 
18-and-over league have provided a semblance of normalcy by pressing on with their games, even amid harsh conditions. 

“Sometimes we had to wash our clothes in the river,” said Toritos catcher Raulier Martinez, 22, who was without power at home for six months. 

Their determination reflects baseball’s special relationship with this island, as the Toritos and 37 other teams of the Liga de Béisbol Superior 
Doble A do what it has done every year since 1940: play ball. 

“Doble A is more regional on the island than any other sport I can think of,” said Luis Rodríguez Mayoral, a Puerto Rican author, broadcaster 
and former baseball executive with such teams as the Texas Rangers and Detroit Tigers. “There are little towns everywhere on the island 
where people’s lives revolve around following their home team.” 

Many Doble A team owners considered skipping this season, but José Quiles, the president of the Puerto Rican amateur baseball federation, 
urged those who could do so to play. More than a dozen teams said yes. As word spread, the number doubled, and eventually reached 38, four 
fewer than normal. 

“We wanted people to have their oasis from the rough past several months,” said Pedro Vargas, the executive director of the league. “But this 
exceeded our expectations. There was a large movement everywhere.” 

Including in Cayey, which, as of late January, was not going to play. Other teams would draft their players. 

But the ardent fan base of Cayey, a municipality of 44,000, demanded to watch their team, which reached the semifinals in Doble A last 
season. They voiced their opinions on Facebook, to team owner Héctor De Jesús, and to the municipal government, which owns the stadium 
the Toritos use. Players met and asked to play. 



“We didn’t have a stadium, the business sponsorship wasn’t in the right shape, we didn’t know when electricity was going to come back, how 
many players we would have or what their economic situation was,” De Jesús said. “Everyone had to chip in and do their part to create an 
environment where people could forget a little bit about what’s gone on with Maria.” 

Cayey’s Pedro Montañez Municipal Stadium, a $15 million, 6,000-seat stadium, was relatively new — opened in 2012 and built with central and 
local government funds — and a source of pride, said Mayor Rolando Ortiz Velázquez. But Velázquez said Hurricane Maria caused $2 million 
worth of damage, disabling the scoreboard and knocking down concrete supports and the outfield wall. 

Although the main stadium was not fit for games, the first-floor concourse was in good enough shape to be used as a central base for 
emergency responders. The Federal Emergency Management Agency is still using that area now, fielding visits from families needing 
assistance. Velázquez said eight of the 22 neighborhoods in the municipality remain without electricity. 

“People sometimes think sports are a waste or just for entertainment,” Velázquez said. “But from our experience after Maria, thanks to sports 
and baseball, this was the best facility to coordinate all of our services.” 

To get the Toritos, or Little Bulls, a place to play, Velázquez called the mayor of Aibonito, William Alicea Pérez, who agreed to loan his 
municipality’s stadium — much less affected by the hurricanes — to Cayey when the Aibonito Polluelos (Chicks) played road games. The 
Toritos are one of six teams playing in a loaner stadium this season, but they still practice in their normal stadium. 

Vargas said the Doble A league budget is tight each year, so teams rely on local businesses to help cover costs. Jerseys are covered in 
advertisements from local banks and car dealerships, and the players’ introductions over the public address system are sponsored by 
neighborhood supermarkets. De Jesús said those sponsorships were harder to secure this season. 

To make the numbers work to run the league, officials moved opening day to April 1 from the second week of February and shaved four games 
off the regular season schedule, to make it 16 games. Games were moved to Sunday day doubleheaders, instead of the usual Friday night or 
Saturday afternoon games, because the lights do not work at many stadiums. Admission was dropped from $5 per game to $5 per 
doubleheader. Rosters grew by two, to 26 players, to accommodate the players from the four teams that couldn’t play. 

The league also reduced the players’ maximum stipend — essentially gas and extra spending money — to $100 from about $300 for a 
weekend. Some players with professional experience, like Cayey’s Fernando Cabrera, 36, the top starting pitcher in the league who once 
pitched for the Baltimore Orioles and Cleveland Indians, get tips from fans on the side for winning. 

“It’ll be a tougher season: doubleheaders, under the sun, the lower pay, the traveling,” said Richard González, 29, the Toritos second baseman. 
“But at the end of the day, we’re doing what we love to do, which is to play baseball and for the people of Cayey.” 

The extra cash would have helped González, who started his own baseball equipment business called Dux Sports after playing college 
baseball at Virginia Commonwealth University. When he wasn’t drafted by a major league team, he returned to Puerto Rico and is in his eighth 
season playing in the Doble A. 

After Hurricane Maria hit, González lost power in his home in Caguas, a city 30 minutes south of San Juan, for three months. He didn’t have a 
generator, cellphone service was dead, and orders for his baseball equipment went unfilled, so he spent two months with family and his 
business partner in Tampa. He returned in December. 

“If you play this league for the money, you don’t have a chance,” he said. “You play because of your love and passion for baseball.” 

The Toritos’ manager, Edgardo Lebrón, 35, a former Minnesota Twins minor leaguer who works at a baseball academy, said his home in Las 
Piedras, an hour from Cayey, sustained $70,000 worth of damage and the electricity still has not returned. He has spent thousands on gasoline 
to feed a generator. As Lebrón stopped his front door from being blown away by the hurricane winds, he said his 10-year-old son turned to him, 
crying, and said, “Dad, let’s pray; we’re going to die.” 

Efrain García, 55, the manager of the displaced Azucareros of Yabucoa, a small municipality in southeastern Puerto Rico hard hit by the 
hurricanes, said he was grateful to use the stadium in Las Piedras for home games and practice. But sharing a stadium and his players’ work 
schedules on Saturday, when they practice, has affected the team’s preparation. They are off to a 1-3 start. Like Cayey (3-1), Yabucoa’s fans 
rallied to encourage the team to play this season. 

“Winning is important, but in these circumstances, it’s about more,” he said. “We want fans to be distracted for a few hours even though some 
are still without water or power, and give them something to enjoy that they love.” 

Doble A has the humble feel of minor league baseball. Cayey’s coaches finished dressing in the dugout on Sunday. Foul balls hit into the 
parking lot were chased down and reused. There was a 15-minute delay in the second game because of a dispute over a player’s name on the 
roster. Radio broadcasters called the game from the press box, but the older men standing behind home plate essentially did the same. 

“Only swing at strikes!” shouted one man nursing a beer. 

In between games, players rested in the cramped locker room littered with equipment bags. The music of Bad Bunny, a Puerto Rican 
reggaeton artist, blasted from the giant speaker in the locker room. Some players mingled with fans in the main concourse, where fried chicken, 
pork and empanadas were sold. De Jesús, the owner, worked the drinks counter. Players hung their sweaty jerseys to dry so they could wear 
them again in the second game. 

Attendance at the first game was sparse, but it probably reached 900 during the second, half of what the games get in normal times. Some 
loyal Cayey fans took a bus paid for by the municipality to the game in Aibonito. 

 “The Doble A team is the only institution in the city that unites all the Cayeyanos regardless of political affiliation or religion,” Velázquez said. 

From the top row of the stands, Lucía Rivera, 65, tracked every out and hit on a homemade scorecard. A Cayey native, she brought her son, 
José Ramos, 44, to games when he was younger, and they continue the tradition to this day. 

“It’s in my blood,” she said. 

Power returned to their home only three weeks ago. And even though they probably had better things to do on a Sunday, they made the drive 
through winding one-lane mountain roads to see their beloved Toritos. 



“We’ll follow them wherever they go,” Ramos said. “This is our relief from the stress. Life goes on. We have to adjust, just like the players did, 
and keep baseball going.” 
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A Trip Around the Farm: Eric Haase refines his game-c alling; Elijah Morgan carves up opponents 
By Michael Hattery Apr 16, 2018  3   
Once the darling of the launch angle movement in player development, Eric Haase is closing in on his first opportunity to bring his brand of plus 
game power to a position that, throughout baseball, is starved for offensive output. Haase was a visionary in implementing launch angle 
adjustments through offseason work, and he transitioned from fringe prospect to legitimate starting catching prospect after slashing 
.258/.349/.574 in Akron in 2017. Now, a key step in preparation for a big-league call-up is continuing to refine his game-calling skills. 
 
Haase is strong receiver with a good mechanical base as Indians special assistant David Wallace noted in a conversation with The Athletic: 
“(Haase) has done an exceptional job with the mechanics and fundamentals of catching to where they are pretty natural to him.” 
 
The data agrees with Wallace, who is a former Baseball America Minor League Manager of the Year and is in charge of the Indians catcher 
development program during the regular season. Haase has shown above-average receiving and blocking skills, according to Baseball 
Prospectus. 
 
In 4,086 chances in 2017, Haase provided 1.6 framing runs, grading out in the top third of Class AA catchers. His receiving skills placed him in 
the top quarter as compared with his peers. Finally, he had positive throwing runs as well placing in the top 15 percent of his peers. Haase's 
base mechanics are strong, and Wallace expects them to remain that way due to Haase's developmental efforts. 
 
“He has a great routine that locks him in and gets him going,” Wallace said. 
 
However, Haase has one major developmental opportunity remaining in Class AAA: refining his game-calling and game management skills. 
Game-calling — ultimately pitch-calling and sequencing — is a skill that must continually be developed for all catchers and is tightened as a 
catcher climbs the ladder. 
 
In Columbus, Haase will get to work with a lot of pitchers with different skill sets from in AA, which Wallace noted in discussing game-calling. 
 
“Triple-A is different — while talent wise similar to Double-A — experience wise it is different,” Wallace said. “For him to catch more 
experienced pitchers who have a better idea of their stuff and can locate better, it provides more flexibility to work on his game-calling.” 
 
Wallace highlights that pitch-calling is not necessarily a weakness for Haase but that the prevalence of pitchers with far better command and 
control of each offering, and to each sector of the strike zone, allows Haase to be more creative with pitch-calling. Where Haase is limited in 
Double-A to more raw arms with limited game plans and zone control, he now has more autonomy and options to try in Triple-A with many 
pitchers who have more complete arsenals and game plans. 
 
For Haase, experiencing more comprehensive and well-controlled arsenals in Columbus will aid in his readiness to handle pitch-calling at the 
big-league level. 
 
Blue chip production 
(updates on former first-/second-round picks and major international signees) 
 
Nolan Jones: Activated from the disabled list Saturday only to see his first game back canceled due to the rain that has wreaked havoc across 
Northeast Ohio. He was on the disabled list just more than a week due to knee soreness. 
 
Will Benson: The Indians' first-round pick in 2016, Benson is still just 19 and very young for his assignment in Lake County. He has been 
outstanding through his first eight games. Benson has a double, two home runs and six walks feeding into a strong .979 OPS in the early going. 
The piece to watch with Benson is whether he can trim his strikeout rate or hit with so much power that we simply ignore his strikeout rate. 
Nevertheless, considering age and level, Benson is worth the price of admission in Lake County with a refined eye and plus game power. 
 
Quentin Holmes: The Indians' top pick in 2017 as a second rounder, Holmes will be beginning the season in extended spring training. Holmes 
is still just 18 years old, a raw tools-y center fielder with plus-plus speed. Time in extended spring training will aid Holmes in developing his hit 
tool, which appeared to be overmatched in his first taste of pro ball in 2017. 
 
Brady Aiken: The Indians' risk-heavy 2015 first-round pick has been assigned to Mahoning Valley, the Indians' short-season team whose first 
game is June 15. As Zack Meisel has noted, Aiken remained in Arizona for extended spring training. Whether Aiken can regain the velocity and 
curveball movement that made him a top of the class draft prospect pre-Tommy John remains to be seen. 
 
Helium watch (A mid-tier prospect who might be making the leap): Elijah Morgan has been exceptional through two starts in Lake County with 
one earned run, zero walks and 17 strikeouts in 12 innings. Morgan is another in a breed of advanced command/control starters to whom the 
Indians are attempting to add velocity. Morgan, like Shane Bieber, and to a lesser extent Adam Plutko before him, is a very polished college 



draftee with exquisite command. With a plus changeup and passable 88-92 velocity, Morgan will likely continue to carve up less-refined 
Midwest League hitters. 
 
Hot five hitters 
Name Level AVG OBP ISO K% 
Oscar Gonzalez Lake County (A) .355 .353 .269 32.40% 
Ernie Clement Lake County (A) .306 .342 .139 10.50% 
Todd Isaacs Lake County (A) .310 .355 .207 32.30% 
Tyler Friis Lake County (A) .280 .419 .160 3.20% 
Eric Haase Columbus (AAA) .303 .361 .121 30.60% 
*K% is included because minor-league projection systems and research have indicated that it is one of the strongest indicators of future big-
league success for hitters as well as pitchers. 
 
Hot three pitchers 
Name Level IP ERA K/9 BB/9 
Justin Garza Lynchburg (A+) 10 0.00 10.80 1.80 
Sam Hentges Lynchburg (A+) 10 0.90 8.10 1.80 
Shane Bieber Akron (AA) 13 0.00 11.80 0.00 
 
Starting 9: Will the Indians keep their geographic edge post-expansion? Fastball usage, luck, and more 
Travis Sawchik Apr 16, 2018  10   
1: Geography is destiny, it is said. Napoleon is alleged to have coined the term in regard to conflict and geopolitics. Two oceans have protected 
America from turmoil abroad. The author Jared Diamond won a Pulitzer for his book “Guns, Germs and Steel,” which argued that geography is 
the driving factor in explaining the fate of nations. Baseball is a relatively trivial matter in comparison, of course, but geography matters in Major 
League Baseball, too. 
 
The largest payrolls are concentrated on the Eastern seaboard and California coast, the largest markets. It is geographical alignment in the 
three-division format — and unbalanced schedules — that have become great allies of the Indians. Recall, the Indians never won a division in 
the two-division format that lasted from 1969-93. With baseball seemingly intent on expanding to 32 teams in the not too distant future, a 
change that would include new divisions, there is a threat to those advantages the Indians have enjoyed since their 1990s renaissance. 
 
2: One could argue the most important decisions by Indians leadership in the past 30 years was that of former owner Richard Jacobs in 
agreeing to move the team to the Central Division in 1993 when Major League Baseball was realigning from two to three divisions in each 
league. 
 
Back in 1993, just about every club had a financial incentive not to leave the NL and AL East Divisions. From the Sept. 10, 1993 issue of the 
New York Times: 
 
“The three unsettled N.L. teams waived their veto right to block realignment, meaning they will not object wherever they wind up. It seemed 
highly unlikely that the league would bump the Pirates from the East. 
 
“We have mutual competitive alliances with Philadelphia, Montreal and New York,” said Douglas Danforth, the Pirates' board chairman. “We 
feel it would negatively impact our gate and our television revenue.” 
 
[Wayne] Huizenga left the hotel before his offer to change divisions was disclosed, and he was not available for comment. However, his 
thinking very likely was similar to that of Richard Jacobs, owner of the Indians, who Wednesday agreed to switch to the Central Division and 
allow the Tigers to remain in the East.” 
 
Removed from the larger payrolls of the American League East, and teams like the Yankees and Red Sox, the Indians dominated a weak AL 
Central from the time of 1994 realignment through 2001. Had they been in the AL East, the Indians would have missed the 1997 postseason, 
and probably would not have been involved in the playoffs in 2001 and 2013. They would have been challenged to have been a part of the 
playoff field in 2007, playing a tougher schedule in the East. 
 
In recent seasons, the Indians are again benefitting from playing in a weaker division and from unbalanced scheduling. After all, despite an ice-
cold offensive start, the Indians are off to an 8-5 start this season in part due to series against the Tigers and Royals. The Indians will play 
nearly 60 games against the Royals, Tigers and White Sox this season — three of the worst teams in the majors. FanGraphs projected the 
Indians to top the Royals, Tigers and White Sox by 25, 26 and 31 games respectively. 
 
One reason why the Indians could get away with not paying a premium in the trade or free-agency markets in the offseason was they were 
forecasted to top their nearest division competitor, the Twins, by 13 games. 
 
3: This subject could soon become highly important because MLB seems intent to expand and realign in the near future. Rob Manfred has 
spoken about the desire to add two new teams, most recently citing Montreal and San Antonio as prime expansion targets. Baseball has not 
expanded since 1998, its longest expansion drought in the modern era. Beyond expanding into new markets, Manfred noted that 32 teams 



would ease scheduling issues. It would also require a move to either four- or eight-team divisions. The former seems to be the preferred model 
for MLB, and it would give the sport more postseason races. 
 
“I think 32 [teams] would help us from a schedule and format perspective,” Manfred said during a ROOT Sports broadcast last season. “It would 
really be an improvement. Even numbers. Getting rid of the [five-team divisions] would really be a good deal for us.” 
 
This means the Indians, for the first time since the early 1990s, might soon have to think about where they might best fit on the realignment 
map and lobby for such a position. It could have significant long-term consequences. 
 
4: At FanGraphs last season, I examined what possible realignment could look like. First and foremost, the Indians ought to fight against any 
notion of eight-team divisions in a 32-team arrangement as that would likely put them in an AL East with the Yankees and Red Sox like they 
were from 1969-93. In a four-team alignment, the Indians would be unlikely to be paired with Boston or New York. 
 
In a four-team division setup, should they lobby to be paired with the Twins and White Sox and Tigers and maintain traditional rivals? Or should 
they try to avoid pairing with a larger market like Chicago? There are also some who promote the idea of radical realignment. A Rust Belt 
Division of the Tigers, Indians, Reds and Pirates could have some appeal from a regional rivalry perspective, and it would keep a major market 
out of the division. 
Expansion is going to come around eventually and realignment in some form will follow. The lobbying effort could be critically important. 
Now back to immediate, 2018 concerns … 
5: If the Indians ever wanted to break up their catching surplus via trade, now might be an opportune time. The New York Mets lost both of their 
major-league catchers to injuries last week and had demoted young outfielder Brandon Nimmo to Triple-A earlier in the week before recalling 
him. The Mets like Nimmo despite not having a place for him, but they also desperately need catching help. The Indians figure to have a high 
opinion of Nimmo who can play all three outfield spots, who has less than a year’s worth of service time, and the left-handed hitter has shown 
Joey Votto-like plate discipline since last year. As researched by The Athletic’s Eno Sarris at FanGraphs, only four players chased at pitches 
less often than Nimmo last season. Sarris comped Nimmo to a young Michael Brantley. 
 
In the first 67 pitches Nimmo saw this season, Nimmo chased at just one pitch out of the strike zone. The price of Nimmo would likely cost 
much more than Yan Gomes or Roberto Perez. The Indians probably don't want to part with Francisco Mejia as switch-hitting catchers with plus 
bats and 80-grade arms are rare. Perhaps a match is unlikely but the Indians might eventually want to consider trading from their surplus 
unless they believe Mejia is best served playing another position. Mejia has been playing in the outfield in Triple-A Columbus. 
 
6: More and more teams are moving away from the fastball, but the Indians remain on the extreme end of the movement. Last season, the 
Astros (49.6 percent, 27th in MLB), Indians (48.3 percent, 29th), and Yankees (44.9 percent, 30th) were among five teams that dipped to less 
than 50 percent fastball usage. All three of those teams reached the postseason. 
 
Early this season, the Indians are again at the extreme end with a fastball usage ranking 26th in the game (50.9 percent through Sunday), but 
the Yankees have become even more extreme, dropping their usage rate to 41.0 percent. 
 
While fastball velocity is at record levels, its usage is at all-time low levels, and the Indians have played a part. Pitchers are no longer giving into 
hitters in traditional fastball counts and so many pitchers are pitching away from contact with breaking balls. With some of the best breaking 
balls in the game, the Indians' pitchers have done well to go away from convention and toward their strengths. 
 
7: As The Athletic and Waiting for Next Year contributor Michael Hattery noted, there seems to be an immediate role for Yandy Diaz to fill in 
spelling Jason Kipnis (.683 career OPS versus lefties) and Yonder Alonso (.554) against left-handed pitching. Jose Ramirez has the flexibility to 
move all around the infield, and Diaz could help at third or first against left-handed pitching. 
 
8: The Indians were always going to hit. They were certainly never going to finish last in average and on-base and slugging percentage. While 
there are concerns regarding some positions, the Indians will likely finish as an above-average lineup. The slow start has been tied to frigid 
weather and some of the poorest luck on batted balls in the sport. 
 
9: For instance, Alonso ranked as the 15th unluckiest hitter in the majors to date, according to the difference between the expected results on 
balls he’s put in play (based upon launch angle and exit velocity) and his actual performance in the form of weighted on-base percentage. 
 
The Indians rank as the unluckiest team in regard to batted balls. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK I: 13.1 
Corey Kluber’s pitching WAR the past two years. FanGraphs’ Craig Edwards argued Kluber has surpassed Clayton Kershaw as the best 
pitcher in baseball. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK II: 16,951 
Indians' average attendance through eight home dates, ranking 26th in the majors. The weather hasn't helped, of course, but this continues a 
troubling trend of poor early-season attendance. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK III: 0.44 and 22.1 percent 



 
Indians' 2016 first-rounder Will Benson's ground ball to fly-ball ratio and his HR to fly-ball ratio. Benson had some of the top raw tools and 
athleticism in his draft class. He was also considered raw with a swing in need of refinement. While he'll always have some swing-and-miss 
issues due to his 6-foot-6 frame, he has plus raw power. He has a .269/.441/.538 slash line in his first exposure to full-season play, and he is 
getting the ball in the air with authority. 
 
HE SAID IT 
Terry Francona on Mickey Callaway and the Mets: 
 
“I just know they’re hot. I try to glance up and see, ya know like how Cashy’s doing and Mickey, and I know they’re doing really well. And ya 
know what? … I don’t think, regardless of what their record is, I kinda knew Mickey would be successful. He’s just so good at what he does, 
whether it’s a pitching coach, manager, he’s one of those guys that’s pretty gifted. He can, with his skill set, he can do whatever he wants.” 
 


