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Padres to hire Matt Stairs as hitting coach 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres will hire Matt Stairs as their next hitting coach, sources told the Union-Tribune on 
Friday. 

Stairs, who played 19 seasons in the majors, including one with the Padres, was 
the Philadelphia Phillies’ hitting coach in 2017. The 49-year-old will become the Padres’ 
ninth hitting coach since Petco Park opened in 2004. 

Stairs replaces Alan Zinter, whom the Padres fired late in the 2017 season, with manager 
Andy Green declaring the need for a “different voice” in the position. The Padres, who, like 
the Phillies, are rebuilding, finished last in the majors in batting average and on-base 
percentage. 

A source said Padres first base coach Johnny Washington will shift to assistant hitting coach 
and work closely with Stairs. The Padres are expected to fill the first base vacancy from inside 
the organization. Meanwhile, outfield coach Jonathan Mathews, who also worked with hitters 
in the batting cage, will be reassigned to a position in the minor league system. 

Though he did not have previous professional coaching experience, Stairs drew positive 
reviews as the Phillies offense saw improvement in several offensive categories. Young 
players such as Aaron Altherr, Rhys Hoskins and Nick Williams experienced success under 
his watch. 

The Phillies fired Pete Mackanin as manager at the end of the season, leaving Stairs and the 
rest of the coaching staff in limbo. 

“Petco Park, how it plays historically, there was a time when it was a very pitcher-friendly 
ballpark, and that seems to have changed,” Green said after Zinter’s firing. “I think early on 
there were some expectations that were somewhat unrealistic based on the way the ballpark 
was playing, and that probably has something to account for a lot of the (hitting coach) 
changes early on. I think our ballpark plays very fairly now. … So I think those expectations, 
to see growth from a numbers perspective, are much more realistic than they used to be.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/philadelphia-phillies-ORSPT000216-topic.html
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The majors’ all-time leader in pinch-hit home runs, Stairs played for 12 different franchises in 
13 different cities, a record for a position player. He finished his career in 2011 hitting .262 
with 265 home runs. He spent the 2010 season in San Diego, hitting six home runs while 
primarily serving as a left-handed bat off the bench. 

Stairs was a Boston Red Sox studio analyst and a color analyst for Phillies television 
broadcasts before he put on a uniform again in 2017. 

Sources said the Padres interviewed four other hitting-coach candidates. They include Chili 
Davis, whom the Chicago Cubs hired as hitting coach Thursday, and former outfielder-turned-
pitcher Jason Lane, who is expected to return to the Milwaukee Brewers’ coaching staff next 
season. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
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Padres to name Skip Schumaker first base coach 
 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres will name Skip Schumaker their first base coach, sources told the Union-Tribune. 
Schumaker had been an assistant to baseball operations and player development. 

The professional coaching job, in which Schumaker will also oversee the Padres’ outfield and 
baserunning instruction, will be his first. The former major leaguer will occupy the position 
filled by Johnny Washington in 2017. Washington will shift to assistant hitting coach and 
work with newly hired hitting coach Matt Stairs. 

Schumaker, 37, signed a minor league deal with the Padres before spring training in 2016. He 
spent a few weeks in camp before he informed manager Andy Green of his retirement. 
Schumaker has said he did not want to take a roster spot he felt a younger player deserved. 

The Padres hired Schumaker to a front-office position less than four months later. In that role, 
Schumaker cycled through the organization’s minor league affiliates and the major league 
club, sharing knowledge from his own playing career. 

Over 11 seasons with the St. Louis Cardinals, Los Angeles Dodgers and Cincinnati Reds, 
Schumaker gained a reputation as a hard-nosed utility player. He hit .278 with 28 home runs 
while seeing time at all three outfield positions and second base. He played his six seasons in 
St. Louis under manager Tony La Russa, a mentor of Green’s. 

With the additions of Schumaker and Stairs, the 2018 coaching staff is nearly complete. The 
Padres likely will hire a replacement for infield coach Ramon Vazquez, the lone member of 
the 2017 staff who was not asked to return to the organization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-hire-matt-stairs-hitting-coach-20171027-story.html
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Offseason leagues: Josh Naylor flexing muscles in 
AFL 
 
Jeff Sanders  

Josh Naylor is again flexing his muscles. 

The Padres’ 20-year-old first base prospect has three home runs in his first 12 games in the 
Arizona Fall League after managing just two in 42 games in the Texas League. His third 
arrived Friday in a four-hit game, his sixth multi-hit game to start his stay in baseball’s 
offseason prospect circuit. 

It’s been notable to say the least. 

Naylor’s 13 RBIs are tied for second in the league, his 30 total bases are four shy of Braves 
prospect Alex Jackson (Rancho Bernardo HS) and his 17 hits are one off the league lead. 
Through 53 plate appearances, Naylor has penned the sort of battling line (.340/.377/.600 
batting line) you’d expect from a power-hitting first baseman. 

Of course, the left-handed-hitting Naylor – at 6 feet and 225 pounds – is still growing into that 
profile. 

Acquired from the Marlins in July 2016 in the Andrew Cashner deal, Naylor managed a 
meager .616 OPS in 33 games in the California League following the trade. 

He returned to the circuit to start 2017 and pushed that number to .813 over 72 games to earn 
a spot in the California League All-Star Game, a second invitation to the All-Star Futures 
Game and a midseason promotion to Double-A San Antonio. There, he paired a .666 OPS 
with just two homers and 19 RBIs in 42 in what amounted to getting his feet when in the 
Texas League. 

Not great. Not horrible either. 

Sorta like his start in the California League. 

So perhaps a strong stay in Arizona will get Naylor – ranked the Padres’ 10th-best prospect by 
mlb.com – pointed toward a strong return to the Texas League in 2018. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• Also 20 years old, INF Luis Urias (San Antonio) continues to play above his age. 
Through nine games in the AFL, Urias is hitting .333/.432/.567 with four RBIs, six 
walks and three strikeouts. SS Javier Guerra (San Antonio) is hitting .375/.375/.583 
with a homer, three RBIs, no walks and seven strikeouts in six games. The other Padres 
bat in the league, OF Franmil Reyes (San Antonio), is hitting .138/.138/.241 with seven 
strikeouts in seven games as a taxi squad member. 

• On the mound, RHP Walker Lockett (El Paso) leads Padres prospects with nine innings 
in the AFL. He has allowed 11 runs – eight earned – on 16 hits and four walks. 
LHP Jerry Keel (Lake Elsinore) has turned in seven shutout inning and RHP Andres 
Munoz (Fort Wayne) has fanned six in four shutout innings. RHP David Bednar (Lake 
Elsinore) has allowed one run in five innings and RHP T.J. Weir (San Antonio) has 
allowed a run in four frames. 

DOMINICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• CF Franchy Cordero (El Paso) is hitting .318/.362/.409 with three RBIs and 11 
strikeouts in 11 games with Escogido, while SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (San Antonio) is 
hitting .250/.415/.406 with one homer, three RBIs and twice as many walks (8) as 
strikeouts in 10 games for Estrellas. … RHP Eric Yardley (El Paso) has turned in nine 
innings without allowing an earned run. He has struck out five and allowed two walks 
and two hits for Cibao. … INF Diego Goris (El Paso) is 2-for-7 for Aguilas Cibaenas. 
… C Webster Rivas (San Antonio) is 1-for-4 for Cibao. … RHP Hansel 
Rodriguez (Fort Wayne) has allowed two runs in 1 1/3 innings for Este. 

VENEZUELAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• C Luis Torrens (San Diego) has paired five RBIs with a .273/.333/.309 batting line in 
15 games for Magallanes. … LHP Jose Castillo (San Antonio) has four strikeouts over 
3 2/3 innings, also for Magallanes, while RHP Jose Ruiz (Lake Elsinore) has two 
strikeouts and two runs allowed over 7 1/3 innings for Magallanes. … RHP Trevor 
Frank (Lake Elsinore) has allowed six runs in 7 1/3 innings for Zulia. 
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MEXICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• RHP Cesar Vargas (San Antonio) leads the circuit with 25 strikeouts in 14 1/3 innings. 
He is 1-1 with a 2.51 ERA and a 1.13 WHIP. … RHP Gerardo Reyes (Lake Elsinore) 
has allowed four runs – three earned – in four innings for Obregon. 
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Get real: It’s the players, not the managers, who 
really matter 
 
Nick Canepa  

Sez Me … 

The day all baseball fans and Sabermetric Seamhead Nation understand managing, we can 
expect blanket Middle East peace, babies not to cry, every tax return revealed. 

But in this case, enough has gone beyond enough. 

Stupidity may never seem to run out of gas, but it should be taken only so far before it stalls. 
Unfortunately, as America continues to dumb down, it’s possible for it to go hundreds of 
miles on fumes. 

I’ve been over this before, and I promise to drop it, but what’s happened in baseball this 
postseason has ripped the scab off a wound that wouldn’t be a wound if people who think they 
know baseball actually knew baseball. 

It’s this Padres Manager Thing. It won’t go away. 

As if the Dodgers making the World Series isn’t bad enough — I’d rather have stomach flu — 
their manager is Dave “Doc” Roberts, a good guy who was a Padres coach and got the job in 
L.A. after San Diego management didn’t even interview him and hired Andy Green instead. 

Unsocial Media outrage, sparked. 

I realize a lot of this is people just being a pain in the butt for pain in the butt’s sake, that they 
know better but take great pains to pull the pot to the front burner as often as they can — even 
if what’s cooking stinks. 

But not all. 

Over the years I’ve witnessed the Padres make more mistakes than they have wins, from 
horrible drafts to hiring the wrong people to making bad trades. Their record isn’t good. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-nick-canepa-staff.html#nt=byline
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But there is not a person of this earth — and that’s nobody — who’s going to tell me the 
Padres would have had a great year with Doc Roberts managing them — or that the Dodgers 
would have had a bad year with Andy Green managing them. 

Managers can heal a bit, but can’t do the loaves and fishes thing. As it was, Green got far 
more out of this group than I or anyone short of his relatives imagined. 

Joe Girardi was John McGraw a few weeks ago. Now he’s typing his résumé. 

Roberts runs a team with a $250 million payroll — around 10 times more than Green had to 
work with — and he’s loaded on every front. He has like seven starting pitchers. Nothing 
against Doc. He’s a fine man. But I doubt there’s a working manager who couldn’t have won 
the NL West with the Dodgers. 

Doc was a Padre. No one knew him better than the organization. 

They chose not to interview him, for whatever reason. They could have hired A.J. Hinch, who 
was in their front office. They probably didn’t even think about it. Houston did. 

He took them to the Series. 

It’s players, man. 

What the Padres did was their business. I am not unhappy with their choice. 

Get over it. … 

But Roberts came off like a genius for starting Clayton Kershaw in the Series opener. Can’t 
say Green would have. … 

Roberts did over-manage classic Game 2, pulling starter Rich Hill after 60 pitches. Maybe 
Green would have, too. Maybe a lot of managers would have. Or wouldn’t have. … 

In Games 2 and 3, Doc used 17 pitchers in 20 innings. Don’t think Andy would have. ... 

The median age of the Series Game 1 viewer was 55.2. That’s both good, and very, very bad. 
… 
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And here I thought sabermetrics have engulfed baseball to arouse the young. ... 

Jose Altuve never made a top 100 prospect list. Some kids mature early and never get better, 
some do. Scouts haven’t got crystal balls or X-ray machines for 

heart. … 

Just as the Padres were laterally extending their hitting coach search to the Vatican, they 
climb. Hire Matt Stairs, a former Lourdes curator. … 

Pads hitting coach: No. 2 on the thankless job scale to the sriracha vendor in Hell. … 

Joey Bosa and Melvin Ingram. The Double Baggers. … 

If only Ingram had longer arms. … 

“I’m an idiot.” Was that Marshawn Lynch’s excuse in his appeal? If so, not a new one. … 

C.J. Spiller has been brought in and released more than undersized lobsters. … 

A deluge is expected today in Foxborough, but it’s OK, because Judases have reached back 
several pages and added an Old Testament teammate to their roster. Noah. ... 

Bob McNair needs a course in how to get his clichés right. Bob The Thinker won’t suspend 
himself. A shame. … 

Not wanting to hurt the Astros, Rob Manfred never was suspending Yuli Gurriel during the 
Series. Rob’s an employee. … 

Bad PC week in Houston. ... 

Who out there is naive enough to truly believe gamblers are turning off the NFL due to player 
protests? 

Donovan McNabb is as old as Tom Brady. … 

The Bears have won two straight with their rookie QB throwing 23 total passes. … 

Saquon Barkley, a seminal back, Heismaned Saturday in The Horseshoe. … 
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Steph Curry can stay in games longer if he has all his teeth removed … 

Stink o’ the Week Sezment: The DH. There’s talk if MLB expands to 32 teams (another 
stinking idea), DH will be everywhere. Hall of Famers put on gloves. … 

Think: What if Mickey Mantle, with bad knees, never had to take the field? He might have hit 
900 home runs. … 

Think again: If wide receivers are divas, why aren’t opera sopranos wide receivers? … 

Justin Timberlake gets the Super Bowl halftime gig? Once again, Up With People devastated. 
... 

Gas tax. In that there are tariffs that don’t require 67 percent of the vote on things we use 
most, I eagerly await a California breathing tax. … 

San Diego. America’s Finest And Most Prolific Stadium Rendering City. We are to architects 
what hockey players are to dentists. 
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Source: Schumaker promoted to first-base coach 
 
By AJ Cassavell  
 
SAN DIEGO -- The Padres have promoted Skip Schumaker to the role of first-base coach, 
according to a team source. Schumaker, who had spent the past two seasons working in a 
baseball operations and player-development role, will also be in charge of baserunning and 
working with the club's outfielders. 

The Padres have not confirmed the news, but an announcement is expected after the 
conclusion of the World Series. 
Johnny Washington, San Diego's first-base coach in 2017, will serve instead as assistant 
hitting coach. Jonathan Mathews, who filled that role last season, will be re-assigned to a 
Minor League staff. The club is expected to announce the hiring of Matt Stairs as hitting 
coach later this week. 

Schumaker, 37, was invited to Padres camp before the 2016 season, but he retired instead by 
mid-March. Later that year, he took over in his role as special assistant for player 
development and baseball ops. 

In 11 big league seasons with three teams, Schumaker batted .278/.337/.364, playing second 
base and all three outfield positions. 
 
In San Diego, he'll be tasked with developing one of the game's youngest outfields. Manuel 
Margot and Hunter Renfroe are each coming off their rookie seasons, and Jose Pirela only 
transitioned into a permanent left-field role this past summer. 
 
Defensive metrics had the Padres pegged as an above-average outfield defense in 2017 -- 
much of that attributable to Margot. But the organization feels there's plenty of room for 
improvement, across the board. Meanwhile, on the bases, Schumaker is tasked with honing 
the Padres' aggressiveness. They're undoubtedly one of the sport's fastest clubs, with 
Margot, Cory Spangenberg, Travis Jankowski and Wil Myers gracing the lineup. But it's a 
young group that could use some seasoning. 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435401/skip-schumaker
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/259826520/padres-hire-matt-stairs-as-hitting-coach/?topicId=27118400
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/259826520/padres-hire-matt-stairs-as-hitting-coach/?topicId=27118400
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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Sources: Padres hire Stairs as hitting coach 
 
By AJ Cassavell  
 
SAN DIEGO -- Matt Stairs will rejoin his former team as its new hitting coach. After one 
season serving in the same role in Philadelphia, Stairs is set to join the Padres' staff, according 
to sources. 

The club has not yet confirmed the move. 
The Padres also made some tweaks to the rest of their coaching staff, moving Johnny 
Washington from first-base coach to assistant hitting coach, the role filled by Jonathan 
Mathews last year. Mathews will be reassigned as a coach within the Minor League system. 

That, of course, leaves a vacancy in the first-base coaches' box. According to a team source, 
the Padres have an internal candidate in mind and expect it to be filled quickly. 

Stairs, who spent 19 seasons in the Majors as an outfielder, played for San Diego in 2010. He 
was a useful pinch-hitting piece on the team that went 90-72 and missed the playoffs on the 
final day of the regular season. 

He takes over for Alan Zinter, who was relieved of his duties on Sept. 1 after two seasons 
with the club -- a stretch in which the Padres ranked last in baseball in runs, average and on-
base percentage. 

The last one is something of a sticking point with the Padres. Manager Andy Green and 
general manager A.J. Preller have spoken repeatedly about the need to work more walks and 
reach base more frequently. Since the duo arrived, OBP has been strongly re-emphasized at 
the Minor League level, but it has yet to pay dividends with the big league club. 
 
As for Stairs, he helped a similarly young Phillies squad make strides in 2017 -- including a 
10-point jump in average and a 14-point jump in on-base percentage. In Philadelphia, he was 
especially well-regarded for his work with youngsters like Nick Williams, Aaron 
Altherr and Jorge Alfaro. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608384/nick-williams
http://m.mlb.com/player/571437/aaron-altherr
http://m.mlb.com/player/571437/aaron-altherr
http://m.mlb.com/player/595751/jorge-alfaro
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"Of all the factors, that was the No. 1 thing," said one Padres team official, regarding Stairs' 
work with young hitters. "We have a very similar circumstance here." 
 
Stairs is presented with a new challenge in San Diego, where Hunter Renfroe, Manuel 
Margot and Austin Hedges all played their first full season in 2017. All three have room to 
grow at the plate -- specifically in regard to their on-base percentage. Plus, Stairs will be 
tasked with helping Wil Myers put a shaky '17 season in the rearview mirror. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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Naylor rips go-ahead homer in big day in AFL 
 
By Brittany Bowyer  
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- Peoria's prospect-packed offense was at it again on Friday, as Braves top 
prospect Ronald Acuna launched a pair of homers and San Diego's slugging first-base 
prospect Josh Naylor added another to lead the Javelinas to an Arizona Fall League-best ninth 
win in 15 games, 9-8 over Salt River. 
 
The Javelinas' offense, which boasts four of the Fall League's 12 players who rank 
amongMLB Pipeline's Top 100 prospects (No. 5 Acuna; No. 41 Kyle Lewis of the Mariners; 
No. 48 Luis Urias of the Padres; No. 92 Michael Chavis of the Red Sox), has now scored 28 
runs on 34 hits over Peoria's past two games. 
 
Acuna, MLB Pipeline's 2017 Hitter of the Year, racked up three hits for a second consecutive 
game, going 3-for-5 with three runs scored and a double to go along with his two homers. The 
19-year-old outfielder went 3-for-4 with a double, a walk, a stolen base and four runs scored 
in Peoria's 19-4 rout of Mesa on Thursday and is slashing .366/.440/.683 through his first 12 
games in the Fall League. 
 
Naylor, meanwhile, notched his sixth multi-hit effort in 11 games, racking up four hits in five 
at-bats, including the go-ahead homer in the bottom of the eighth after Salt River had rallied 
for four runs in the top of the seventh and three more in the eighth to tie the game, 8-8. 
The Padres' No. 10 prospect is tied with Acuna for third in the league with three homers. 
 
Acuna joins the Pirates' Logan Hill, the Cardinals' Andrew Knizner and the Brewers' Monte 
Harrison as the only players in the Fall League to have a multi-homer game through the first 
three weeks of play. 

"I had four or five multiple-home run games [before], but it's pretty good doing it at this level 
where the competition is pretty good," he said. 

Acuna hit both of his homers to center field on 0-2 counts. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/252847986/braves-prospect-acuna-pipeline-hitter-of-year/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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"I'm not going to change my game," Acuna said. "I'm an aggressive player. I'm always 
looking forward to getting an extra base and that's how I am. I'm going to continue doing 
that." 
 
The Braves' Fall League contingent has made quite an impact through the first three weeks of 
the season. Austin Riley, Atlanta's No. 10 prospect, starred in Peoria's 19-run outburst on 
Thursday, hitting for the cycle and driving in five runs. He's slashing .346/.393/.731 in six 
games. And no one has been hotter in the early going than Braves No. 16 prospect Alex 
Jackson, who leads the league in home runs (five), total bases (32), slugging percentage (.780) 
and OPS (1.180). He drove in his 11th run in 10 games with an RBI double in the bottom of 
the sixth to stake Peoria to an 8-1 lead. 

The Javelinas, not suprisingly, lead the AFL in nearly every offensive category, including 
batting average (.304), OPS (.876), home runs (20) and runs scored (102). 

Naylor is second on the team with a .378 average and has driven in multiple runs in five of his 
past 10 games. The 2015 No. 12 overall Draft pick also collected his fourth double of the Fall 
League season and has seven extra-base hits in 45 at-bats. 
The Javelinas got a strong start from Blue Jays right-hander T.J. Zeuch, who allowed one run 
on four hits and two walks over five innings while striking out three. Toronto's No. 5 
prospect has a 0.69 ERA and matching 0.69 WHIP over three Fall League starts. 

Art Warren (Mariners) picked up the win in relief, tossing 1 1/3 scoreless innings, while 
Keegan Akin (Orioles) took the loss for Salt River. 
 
Corey Ray led Salt River's offense with a pair of doubles and three runs scored in a 3-for-4 
performance. The Brewers' No. 2 prospect (MLB No. 58) is off to a slow start, hitting .182 
through his first 12 games. 
 
The Rafters are now 6-8, 1 1/2 games behind division-leading Mesa in the AFL West. Peoria 
(9-6) and Salt River meet again on Saturday, with Atlanta's Max Fried (2-0, 0.69 ERA) 
facing Orioles No. 6 prospect Tanner Scott (0-1, 6.75 ERA). 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/259791890/braves-austin-riley-hits-for-cycle-in-afl-win/?topicid=153494546
http://m.mlb.com/player/656577/alex-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/656577/alex-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=mil
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/608331/max-fried
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/player/656945/tanner-scott
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Padres reportedly set to hire Matt Stairs as 
hitting coach 
 
John Horvath 
 
FOX Sports 

56 days after relieving Alan Zinter of his hitting coach duties, the Padres have reportedly 
hired Matt Stairs to fill the position. 

As a player, Stairs set a position player record by playing for 12 organizations. If the name 
sounds familiar to Padres fans, it should. Stairs played the role of a pinch-hit specialist for the 
2010 Padres, a team that narrowly missed the postseason. He is most famously known for his 
2008 NLCS home run off of Jonathan Brotxton of the Dodgers; a home run that was 
instrumental in the Phillies eventually going on to win their second World Series in franchise 
history. All in all, the Canadian hit 265 career home runs. 23 of those home runs were of the 
pinch-hit variety, which is an MLB record. 

In 2018, the 49-year-old Stairs will be entering his second season as a MLB hitting coach. In 
the 2017 season, he debuted as hitting coach for the Philadelphia Phillies. Although the 
Phillies finished with 96 losses, the team saw improvements in nearly all of their offensive 
statistics across the board. Per FanGraphs, the young Phillies ballclub had a higher team 
batting average, more home runs, a higher BB%, an identical strikeout rate, a higher on base 
percentage, and a higher slugging percentage in 2017 compared to 2016. Their weighted runs 
created plus (wRC+) spiked up from 81 to 88 as well. 

Perhaps more importantly, reports say that Stairs seemingly developed good relationships will 
nearly every player he worked with. 

The Padres are seeking stability at a position that has had anything but that in the last decade, 
and they are also hoping Stairs will help their young roster develop and improve. In 2017, the 
Padres struggled mightily at the plate. Although they set a franchise record with 174 home 
runs, they struck out at a 25.2% clip (2nd worst in MLB) and hit a league-worst .234 with a 
.299 OBP. 

The Phillies, who are seeking a new manager, told the coaching staff that the new manager 
will get to pick his own staff. In doing so, they allowed all of their 2017 coaches to look for 
jobs elsewhere. San Diego is hoping that the Phillies’ loss is their gain. 
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