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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1944-The Reds sign 15-year-old Hamilton High School student, Joe Nuxhall, one day after he plays in a high school 

basketball game 
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Hughes wants to use familiarity as advantage 

Reds reliever has spent entire Major League career in NL Central 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 17th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Reliever Jared Hughes spent the entirety of a Major League career that began in 2011 pitching for teams in 

the National League Central. While with the Pirates and the Brewers, and having his teams facing Cincinnati 18-19 times season, 

Hughes developed his own scouting reports on Reds hitters. 

 

Now that he's with the Reds, following the signing of his two-year, $4.5 million contract in December, Hughes has been in camp 

sharing what he knows and trying to learn what his new teammates had on him. 

 

One of the first players Hughes sought out was speedster Billy Hamilton to learn how runners on first base know when to run 

against him. He figured why not find out from the best basestealer in the game? 

 

"I've got information from the last few years. If anybody wants to know, I'm willing to share," Hughes said. "Today, I was talking to 

Tucker [Barnhart] about what his approach off me was as a lefty and how we can use that to beat other lefties in the league this year. 

I'm really excited to be throwing to a catcher that has faced me as a left-handed hitter. I think it will improve how I attack lefties." 

 

Barnhart, a switch-hitter, is one of the Reds who had success -- albeit in a very small sample size -- against Hughes, going 3-for-5 

with a triple. He looked forward to using what he knows to help Hughes. 

 

"Maybe not necessarily what he's comfortable with throwing but how he attacked me in the past [will help]," Barnhart said. "It helps 

break the ice a little bit as far as game-calling is concerned. It doesn't make it as difficult. Catching Jared is fun. He's nasty and will 

be good for us." 

 

Last season for the Brewers, Hughes had a 3.02 ERA and 1.22 WHIP over 67 appearances, but he was non-tendered by the club in 

the offseason instead of going through arbitration. Over his six seasons with Pittsburgh, Hughes had a 2.82 ERA. 

 

A two-seam fastball/sinkerball pitcher that specializes on keeping the ball down and inducing grounders, Hughes has a 62.3 percent 

ground-ball rate over his career. According to Statcast™ in 2017, 69 percent of the pitches the 32-year-old right-hander threw were 

classified as either sinkers or two-seam fastballs. 

 

"As a kid, I would throw my two-seamer to my dad, who would catch me in my [bullpen sessions]," Hughes explained. "He just 

made me keep throwing it over and over. He said, 'Son, if you keep throwing that pitch like you are now, some day you could be a 

Major Leaguer with it.'" 

 

In the 21 games he's pitched at hitter-friendly Great American Ball Park, Hughes has a 2.11 ERA. Of the 17 hits given up at the 

stadium where balls are known to clear the fences easily, he has allowed five home runs. 

 

"It does jump, so keeping the ball down is going to be big for me," Hughes said. "All of us should try to find ways to keep it in the 

ballpark." 

 

Barnhart and Hughes have discussed mixing up the repertoire a little more this season. 

 



"Throwing a few more four-seams, a few more sliders," Barnhart said. "Obviously, his bread and butter is the sinker. But the league 

knows that. We have to find a way to combat that a little bit but not take away from what he does best." 

 

 

Gennett rewarded in arbitration case 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 17th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett prevailed in his arbitration case and will earn $5.7 million in 2018. 

The Reds had proposed $5.1 million. 

 

"It's nice to win in whatever you do," Gennett said. "Win or lose, it's still a good experience. I learned some stuff that I never would 

have learned if I hadn't gone through the arbitration process. Even if I would have lost, I still would have been thankful for going 

through this experience." 

 

Gennett, 27, is entering his sixth season in the big leagues -- and his second with the Reds. After being claimed off of waivers from 

the Brewers at the end of Spring Training last year, he enjoyed a breakout season, batting .295/.342/.531 with 27 homers and 97 

RBIs in 141 games. Gennett was initially a utility player before he became the regular second baseman in July. 

 

After he earned $2.525 million last season, this was Gennett's second year of arbitration eligibility -- and he's under team control 

through 2019. He would be open to a multi-year deal with Cincinnati, but also sensed he would be a free agent in two years. 

 

"There are some guys that, in my position now ... [signing] might not be the smartest thing for me to do," Gennett said. "I've worked 

so hard to get here, to put up the numbers I have and to perform. Then, to just sign whatever, wouldn't sit right with me." 

 

Unlike pitcher Marcus Stroman, who lost his arbitration case vs. the Blue Jays this week and took out his frustrations via Twitter, 

Gennett had no hard feelings with the Reds. He and general manager Dick Williams even discussed that a couple of days ago. 

 

"[The Reds'] job is to win their case and ours is to try to win ours. They definitely didn't disrespect me in any way -- personally or 

anything like that," Gennett said. "It was very professional. I'd be lying if I said that I agreed with everything that they said. But 

what they said wasn't out of context or wasn't disrespectful to me in any way." 

 

The Reds won their arbitration case against third baseman Eugenio Suarez earlier this month. Before that, the previous time a 

hearing was needed was with J.J. Hoover, who won in 2016. 

 

Reed standing out 

 

It's too early to begin saying someone has surpassed another in the competition for spots. But it hasn't been too early in camp for 

manager Bryan Price to be impressed by what he's seen -- especially from one particular left-hander. 

 

"Most all of them showed that their arms are ready for camp," Price said on Saturday. "I would say, from where he finished last year 

to where he is now ... Cody Reed has been above and beyond where he finished the season last year." 

 

Price noted that Reed -- who is vying for a spot in the bullpen -- wasn't just doing well from the mound, but also in fielding drills 

and bunting. 

 

"It's unusual to say that after three days of workouts," Price said. "Every facet of his game really looks like it's [been] enhanced over 

the last four or five months." 

 

Fourth option 

 

The Reds have exhausted three Minor League options on pitcher Amir Garrett, which is normally the limit. But during the 

offseason, the club was able to gain a fourth option on the lefty for 2018. That means Garrett would not be exposed to waivers 

before being sent down, should he not make the team. 

 

A fourth option was possible because of a lack of service time in the Minors. During the days while he still played college 

basketball, Garrett was under contract but not available to pitch. He was Drafted in 2011, but didn't play professional baseball full 

time until '14. 

 

Up next 

 



Reds position players report to camp on Sunday and will take their physicals. The team's first full-squad workout is scheduled for 

Monday. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Fay: Predicting the Cincinnati Reds' Opening Day roster 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:25 p.m. ET Feb. 17, 2018 | Updated 4:35 p.m. ET Feb. 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Reds first full-squad workout is Monday. So it’s high time I make a fearless prediction on the roster they 

take northeast for Opening Day. 

 

I’m guessing I can guess 23 of 25. That’s not to say I’m a great prognosticator. That’s to say the roster is pretty set – exceptionally 

set for a team coming off a 94-loss season. But the Reds have decided to stay the course with the rebuild, thus only a few free agents 

are in the mix. 

 

Here goes with my forecast:  

 

The Rotation 

 

RH Homer Bailey 

 

RH Anthony DeSclafani 

 

RH Luis Castillo 

 

LH Brandon Finnegan 

 

RH Sal Romano 

 

The first three spots are set as long as they get through spring training healthy. Manager Bryan Price backed off on Finnegan being 

an absolute lock.  

 

But he’s the only left-hander in the starting mix, and he was very solid in 2016 (10-11, 3.98 ERA over 31 starts) before missing 

almost all of last year with injuries to both shoulders. If healthy, I think Finnegan’s in. 

 

“He looks good,” Price said. “He’s staying back not jumping off the rubber as much as does at times, so he can command himself 

better. When he’s commanding the zone, he’s really tough.” 

 

Romano is my pick to win the last spot based on what he did late last year. He was 3-3 with a 3.17 ERA over his last eight starts. He 

showed good poise. It will likely come down to Robert Stephenson and Romano for the fifth spot in a battle of good buddies. I think 

Romano wins by a hair, but I wouldn’t be surprised if it Stephenson. 

 

The Bullpen 

 

RH Raisel Iglesias 

 

RH Jared Hughes 

 

LH Wandy Peralta 

 

RH David Hernandez 

 

RH Kevin Shackelford 

 

LH Cody Reed 

 

RH Michael Lorenzen 

 

RH Austin Brice  

 



This is the most difficult to predict. Only the first four are locks. Lorenzen is lock to be on the team, but he's competing for a spot in 

the rotation. I think he ends up back in the bullpen.  

 

Price singled out Reed as looking good Saturday.  

 

“For where he finished last year to where he is now, Cody Reed has been above and beyond,” Price said. “That’s not just the way 

he’s thrown off the mound. That’s everything he’s done. Every facet of his game looks like it’s enhanced.” 

 

Shackelford was the best reliever in the International League last year and pitched well after his call-up for the most part. Brice was 

also showed well at times after coming up from Louisville. 

 

The big question is what they do with Stephenson or Romano if they don’t make the rotation. They’ll likely go to Louisville and 

start to give the Reds some insurance if one of the others starters gets hurt. 

 

The Starting 8 

 

CF Billy Hamilton 

 

2B Scooter Gennett 

 

1B Joey Votto 

 

LF Adam Duvall 

 

RF Scott Schebler 

 

3B Eugenio Suarez 

 

SS Jose Peraza 

 

C Tucker Barnhart 

 

Everyone is strongly entrenched – except Peraza. Signing Cliff Pennington gives the Reds a solid backup at short, but I think Peraza 

gets a ton of rope. The Reds are still rebuilding and need to find out about him. 

 

The outfield will likely be a four-man rotation. It would not be a shocker to see Jesse Winker start Opening Day, especially with 

right-hander Max Scherzer likely to be starting for the Washington Nationals.  

 

The Bench 

 

C Devin Mesoraco 

 

OF Jesse Winker 

 

INF Cliff Pennington 

 

OF Patrick Kivlehan 

 

The first two are certainties. Pennington is probably as well, although he comes in on a minor league deal. He’s the only backup 

infielder with any experience.  Nick Senzel, the top prospect, could play his way into the picture with a great spring. But the Reds 

would likely wait to call him up to save a year of control like the Cubs did with Kris Byrant.  

 

I think Kivlehan makes it because of his pop (nine home runs in 178 at-bats) and was the club’s best pinch-hitter overall last year. 

He can play first and third as well as the outfield. 

 

In this scenario, the Reds would have to designate Dilson Herrera. He’s out of options. I can’t see them using one of four bench 

spots for a guy with little power and who only plays second base.  

 

The club could play with the roster a bit at beginning of the season. They have two off days in the first week, so they could send the 

fifth starter to the minors and bring him back for his first start. 

 



No matter what the final roster is, it’s not going scare the rest of the National League. But I think the linearly is slows enough that 

the Reds could surprise some teams if the pitching is substantially better. As has been written all offseason, that’s a big if. 

 

 

Reds notes: Scooter Gennett wins his arbitration hearing 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 2:52 p.m. ET Feb. 17, 2018 | Updated 3:24 p.m. ET Feb. 17, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The last piece of the Cincinnati Reds’ payroll picture dropped into place Saturday, at least until the Reds 

make decisions on adding minor-league free agents to the active roster before Opening Day. 

 

Second baseman Scooter Gennett won his arbitration hearing over the team, and will make $5.7 million in 2018. The team filed for 

a salary of $5.1 million. The Reds’ payroll now sits at $98.4 million. 

 

The 27-year-old Gennett broke out last season after being claimed on waivers before Opening Day, hitting 27 home runs and 

posting an .874 OPS. 

 

“We were confident that we had a good case that we could make some points that made sense that reflected the number that we 

filed,” Gennett said. “I think we did a good job of that.” 

 

The arbitration process sometimes can be contentious. The player is required to attend, but must sit silently as lawyers for the team 

argue that he is not as good as he seems to think. But Gennett found the process interesting. 

 

He said he was impressed by how much work both sides put into their cases, and at the end of the hearing even told the team and 

league’s lawyers that they did a good job. (He did not know the result at that point.) He said everything was handled professionally. 

 

He also felt a duty to his fellow players to win. 

 

“It’s our job to make sure we get every bit that we can because it sets up other players to get paid as well,” Gennett said. “It’s not 

just about us, it’s about the other players behind us who might play a similar position five years from now, going to a second-year 

arbitration case. They’re going to look at my number.” 

 

When asked about the idea of signing with the Reds long-term, Gennett offered tempered enthusiasm. He grew up a Reds fan, but 

feels the same duty to not take a below-market deal when it could be used to justify underpaying another player in his situation. 

 

“After this year, one year from free agency, it might not be the smartest thing for me to do,” Gennett said. “I’ve worked so hard to 

get here, to put up the numbers I have and to perform. Than to just sign whatever wouldn’t sit right with me.”  

 

He added that he’d be open to an extension that is fair for both sides. There is no indication currently that the Reds have broached 

the topic or have any interest at this point. 

 

Minor-leaguer suspended 

 

Reds minor-league reliever Jacob Ehret, a 14th-round pick in the 2014 draft, was suspended Friday for 50 games because of a 

second positive test of a drug of abuse. By the minor-league drug policy, the specific drug that triggered the test was not revealed. 

 

Ehret struggled last season between High- and Double-A, but turned in a nice performance in the Arizona Fall League after the 

regular season. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Scooter Gennett has no qualms with arbitration process — or his result 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 18 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz — The Reds switched to a file-and-trial arbitration philosophy when Dick Williams took over as the team's 

general manager, meaning that if a player files for arbitration, the team will go to a trial unless a multiyear extension is agreed upon. 

 

The idea is to encourage a settlement ahead of time. However, the hearing can be contentious. Both the player and the team are 

trying to convince an arbitrator to pick its side. 

 



On Thursday, Blue Jays starter Marcus Stroman tweeted his displeasure after losing his case with the Blue Jays, including writing: 

“The negative things that were said against me, by my own team, will never leave my mind.” The tweet was later deleted. 

 

Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett's experience was different, and not just because he beat the Reds and will earn $5.7 million 

in 2018 instead of $5.1 million. 

 

“Their job is to win their case and ours is to try to win ours,” Gennett said Saturday after being informed he'd won his case, held 

Friday at a Phoenix-area hotel. “They definitely didn’t disrespect me in any ways personally or anything like that. It was very 

professional. I’d be lying if I said that I agreed with everything that they said, but what they said wasn’t out of context or wasn’t 

disrespectful to me in any way.” 

 

Gennett said he and Williams met a couple of days before the hearing. Williams also met with Eugenio Suarez, whom the Reds 

defeated in his case. Suarez said he had no hard feelings for his team, despite losing out on $450,000, as the arbitrator chose the 

Reds' offer of $3.75 million. 

 

“I think it is critical to communicate with the player before and after to ensure a harmonious working environment,” Williams told 

The Athletic. “Both of those guys were very professional throughout the process, and we kept the dialogue and the information very 

respectful. At the end of the day, we all are going to show up for work the next day with a wishbone C on our shirt.”  

 

The Reds selected Gennett, 27, off waivers near the end of spring training in 2016 after the Brewers waived him, in part because of 

the $2.525 million contract he'd agreed to with the Brewers to avoid arbitration. Gennett rewarded the Reds by hitting 

.295/.342/.531 with 27 home runs and 97 RBI despite not being inserted in the everyday lineup until after the All-Star break. 

 

Gennett enters 2018 as the team's scheduled everyday second baseman, but with a slew of second base prospects on the way, the 

Reds would be wise to listen to any offers made for Gennett. 

 

The Reds' top prospect, Nick Senzel, is a third baseman, but Suarez helped establish himself as an everyday player in 2017, 

blocking Senzel's path. The Reds are going to play Senzel at shortstop and second base this spring to see if he can play there. Shed 

Long is one of the team's top 10 prospects, according to Baseball America, and is also a second baseman. Long hasn't played above 

Double-A but was added to the 40-man roster this past offseason, along with another second baseman, Alex Blandino. The team 

also has Dilson Herrera, who was the main player acquired in the 2016 Jay Bruce trade with the Mets. Herrera has played primarily 

at second in his career. 

 

Gennett said he'd like to stay with the Reds but isn't looking to take a hometown discount. 

 

“Just going through this (arbitration) process, if anything, it might let them know, ‘Hey, this guy is serious. He’s not going to take a 

really, really friendly huge pay cut to have four or five years extended,’ ” Gennett said. “Of course I would (consider a multiyear 

deal). It just has to be fair on both ends.” 

 

Transactions 
 

02/17/18  

Tampa Bay Rays traded RHP Jake Odorizzi to Minnesota Twins for SS Jermaine Palacios. 

Minnesota Twins placed RHP Michael Pineda on the 60-day disabled list. Right UCL injury. 

Los Angeles Angels traded 1B C.J. Cron to Tampa Bay Rays for Player To Be Named Later. 

Miami Marlins sent RHP Severino Gonzalez outright to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent LHP Fernando Abad to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Miami Marlins signed free agent 1B Eric Campbell to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent CF Rajai Davis to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Los Angeles Dodgers signed free agent 2B Chase Utley. 

Tampa Bay Rays designated LF Corey Dickerson for assignment. 

  

 


