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Chicago Sun-Times 
How Cubs’ Chatwood identifies with Yu Darvish and why he sees big rebound coming  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
NEW YORK — Ben Zobrist has been a force at the top of the order for the Cubs the last two nights. Kyle 
Schwarber had a week’s worth of RBI in his first two innings off the bench Friday. 
 
But as the season moves toward summer, the Cubs know they will go only as far as their starting 
rotation will take them. 
 
And nobody knows that better than right-hander Tyler Chatwood, the walk-prone starter who made 
progress in the Cubs’ 7-4 victory against the Mets after his two worst starts of the season. 
 
‘‘The talent in our whole rotation is amazing, and it’s just a matter of [the fact] you’re going to struggle 
throughout the year,’’ said Chatwood, who walked four but pitched into the sixth after failing to get out 
of the third in back-to-back starts. ‘‘You’re going to have to grind. Mine’s just grinding early. It’s a matter 
of clicking and get rolling and then don’t lose that feeling.’’ 
 
Chatwood’s encouraging start — he gave up two runs on a third-inning home run — came a night after 
struggling left-hander Jose Quintana pitched six scoreless innings Thursday to beat the Mets. 
 
It came two or three days before struggling right-hander Yu Darvish is to start throwing again for the 
first time since landing on the disabled list (triceps) for the second time in three weeks. 
 
If even two of those three can start pitching close to as well as Jon Lester (2.71 ERA) and Kyle Hendricks 
(3.19) have, the Cubs could put a quick end to what has been a roller-coaster ride through two months. 
 
‘‘It’s huge,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘And they’re going to. It’s just a matter of time with all of these 
guys to get it where they normally are. The back of the bubble-gum card reads well, and it’s going to 
look like that again by the end of the season.’’ 
 
Darvish and Chatwood were the Cubs’ two biggest investments during the offseason, signed to $126 
million and $38 million deals, respectively. 
 
Chatwood said the transition has been easy because of the personalities on the team and the strong 
clubhouse culture. 
 
His big issues have been ‘‘self-inflicted’’ command problems he tried to solve Friday by pitching 
exclusively out of the stretch and by separating his hands earlier to avoid the glove tap he said had 
begun to affect how well he could repeat his delivery. 
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From the mental side, however, he said he identifies with Darvish, who has had a more difficult 
adjustment. 
 
‘‘We’ve talked a lot,’’ Chatwood said. ‘‘When you’re on a new team, with new fans, you want to impress 
them and show them how nasty you are rather than doing what you know how to do. I think the track 
record shows why you’re here. Obviously, you were good in the past; you don’t have to do more. That’s 
just the nature of humans.’’ 
 
And a common response to big free-agent deals. 
 
‘‘People think you get your money and you’re good, you’re all set,’’ Chatwood said. ‘‘That’s not how it is. 
The hardest thing is trying to show that you’re worth it, when I feel like it’s the opposite. You should go 
out there, do what you’ve done to make you worth it.’’ 
 
Chatwood said the changes felt good until his two-walk sixth and called the start a ‘‘positive step.’’ He 
seemed even less concerned about Darvish’s ability to rebound. 
 
‘‘He’s got a big-time track record of being great,’’ Chatwood said. ‘‘The big thing for him is just get 
healthy, come back, and we know what we’re getting. I don’t think there’s any doubt that he is the same 
Yu Darvish that we’ve all seen, and he’s probably very excited to get back out there and show everybody 
that, too.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Justin Wilson, Randy Rosario keys to Cubs’ bullpen without Carl Edwards Jr. 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
NEW YORK — As the Cubs contemplate bullpen life without Carl Edwards Jr. for the foreseeable future, 
they cling to a few encouraging facts as they try to keep the late-inning crew productive without 
overusing anyone. 
 
‘‘You just have to move it around a little bit differently,’’ said manager Joe Maddon, who lost Edwards — 
his top eighth-inning choice — to inflammation in his right shoulder this week. 
 
Edwards, who might miss a month or more, was a key part of a bullpen that had the third-best ERA in 
the majors (2.68) entering play Friday. 
 
The bullpen has been the Cubs’ biggest, most consistent strength in the first two months of the season, 
especially with much of the rotation struggling for stretches. 
 
‘‘You’re going to miss C.J. Edwards; anybody would,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘But I think if I move it around well 
enough, I think all these guys can have some success.’’ 
 
That means elevating the role of left-hander Justin Wilson, who has had command issues since being 
acquired in a trade last July but who allowed only one run in May (0.71 ERA). 
 
And rookie left-hander Randy Rosario might get increasingly important assignments. He took over for 
starter Tyler Chatwood with two on and one out in the sixth Friday against the Mets and retired all five 
batters he faced. He has made four scoreless appearances in three big-league stints this season. 



 
 
Steve Cishek, who leads the bullpen with 27 appearances, and Pedro Strop also allowed only one run in 
May. Cishek had a 0.75 ERA and Strop a 0.77 ERA in the month. 
 
‘‘It’ll be interesting to pop him in there a little bit more often,’’ Maddon said of Rosario. ‘‘[Strop] can do 
that stuff and Cishek. And Rosario could be the real outlier here, along with Justin Wilson.’’ 
 
Albert vs. Mets 
 
Center fielder Albert Almora Jr., who made another highlight-reel catch to end the first, also delivered 
three more hits against the Mets, his personal punching bag. 
 
He has reached base in all 12 games he has played against the Mets in his career, going 18-for-33 (.545) 
with three doubles, a triple, a home run and nine RBI. 
 
Almora robbed Jay Bruce of extra bases in the first with a long run to the gap in right-center and a slide 
onto the warning track for the catch. 
 
Out of left field 
 
One of these days, teams might stop testing left fielder Kyle Schwarber’s arm. When Schwarber threw 
out the Mets’ Michael Conforto trying to stretch a single into a double Thursday, it gave him five outfield 
assists this season. 
 
That’s tied for second in the National League, one behind Brewers center fielder Lorenzo Cain. Overall, 
the Cubs have 11 outfield assists, the second-most in the majors behind the Mets (12). 
 
This and that 
 
Bruce left the game after batting in the fourth because of ‘‘lower-back discomfort,’’ the Mets said. 
 
• The Cubs have seven shutouts through May, tied with the Dodgers and Pirates for the most in the 
majors. They had eight all of last season. 
 
• Anthony Rizzo’s 28 RBI in May were second in the majors behind the Reds’ Eugenio Suarez (29) and 
the second-most he has had in a month in his career (30 last August). 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
20/20 hindsight on Sammy Sosa's June slugfest for Cubs in 1998 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Like most former major-league pitchers, Ryan Dempster remembers his first start. 
 
"Wrigley Field," Dempster said without hesitation. "I struck out Brant Brown on three pitches to start 
the game. Then I walked Mickey Morandini, and Sammy Sosa hit his first of 20 home runs that June." 
 
Dempster had it exactly right. Pitching for the then-Florida Marlins against the Cubs, Dempster helped 
launch, literally, one of the most historic months in major-league history when he served up Sosa's 



 
home run to deep left-center on the night of June 1, 1998. Later in that game, Sosa homered off Oscar 
Henriquez in a 10-2 Cubs win. 
 
Over the next 29 days, Sosa turned the baseball world on its head as he hit 18 more homers, finishing 
against Arizona's Alan Embree on June 30 at Wrigley Field. 
 
Dempster would become Sosa's teammate in 2004. In June of 1998, Sosa homered off another future 
teammate, LaTroy Hawkins. He tagged three White Sox pitchers and hit 3 homers off Milwaukee's Cal 
Eldred in one game. 
 
Sosa's June came one month after Cubs phenom Kerry Wood struck out 20 Houston Astros, and it set off 
a summer bonfire that featured a historic home run duel between Sosa and the Cardinals' Mark 
McGwire and culminated with the Cubs winning the National League wild card. 
 
Cubs fans celebrated every swing that June and throughout the season, which finished with Sosa hitting 
66 home runs, trailing McGwire's 70, as both men shattered the single-season record of 61, set by Roger 
Maris in 1961. 
 
Time, however, has changed perceptions. The specter of performance-enhancing drugs -- whispered 
along the edges in 1998 -- reared its ugly head in subsequent years, ensnaring Sosa and McGwire and 
denying both what looked to be certain paths to the Hall of Fame. 
 
Feelings about 1998 now are conflicted and mixed for many fans. Should they remember June 1998 
fondly or should they attach a mental asterisk? 
 
"I just would hope -- it's been 20 years -- a lot of your younger fans wouldn't remember much about it, 
but those who do, I think, should just really appreciate it and cherish it," said Jim Riggleman, the Cubs' 
manager then and currently the interim manager of the Cincinnati Reds. "It was a tremendous 
accomplishment as he was having an MVP season, and June was a big part of that for Sammy." 
 
Before we sort it all out -- if that's even possible -- let's take a look at how it all came about, setting aside 
the PED element for the moment. 
 
The early years 
Cubs general manager Larry Himes acquired Sosa at the end of spring training 1992 in a trade with the 
White Sox for outfielder George Bell. Himes had also traded for Sosa in 1989, when he was GM of the 
White Sox. With the Sox, Sosa chafed under the harsh tutelage of hitting coach Walt Hriniak, who 
chewed cigars and espoused a hitting style that had the hitter release his top hand from the bat when it 
made contact with the ball. 
 
When Sosa came to the Cubs, he was greeted by the gentle presence of Billy Williams, whose disposition 
was and is as sweet as his Hall of Fame batting swing. Williams and Sosa hit it off immediately, and they 
remained close whether Williams' title was hitting coach, first-base coach or bench coach. 
 
"When Sammy came over here, we used to go down to the batting cage, and we'd talk, not only about 
baseball and hitting," Williams recalled. "He used to tell me about his grandmother. He didn't come 
from the best place. We started talking about that. We hit it off, and he listened to what I could tell him. 
He started having a little success, and everything I'd tell him, he'd have a little bit more success. He'd 
begun to put a lot of faith in what I was telling him." 
 
A more relaxed Sosa started putting up better numbers. 



 
 
"I would tell him about a long time ago, a guy by the name of Rogers Hornsby, who taught me how to do 
it," Williams said. "I'd say every now and then, 'Look him up, check him out.' We hit it off pretty good 
because I didn't give him a lot of (B.S.). I'd just tell him, 'This is what you've got to do to be a good 
baseball player.' 
 
"Everywhere we went, we'd take a little time. We'd have a certain time. I'd take Sammy down to the 
cage by myself. I didn't talk too much around the batting cage. But we'd go to the cage down here and 
we'd talk one-on-one. He liked it. Just the two of us." 
 
Sosa put up the first 30/30 season in Cubs history in 1993, when he hit 33 home runs and stole 36 bases. 
It was the first of two 30-30 seasons for Sosa. He hit 25 homers in the strike-shortened 1994 season and 
36 in 1995, a season that started late because of the strike. He hit 40 homers in 1996 and 37 in 1997. 
 
Williams remained a confidant to Sosa even though Tony Muser and Jeff Pentland later served as hitting 
coaches. Pentland came aboard in the middle of the 1997 season. He always credited Williams for Sosa's 
success, but Williams said recently that "Pentland took him to another level." 
 
A total surprise 
Sosa entered June of 1998 with 13 homers, but no one saw what was about to come. 
 
"I don't think anybody did," said Cubs radio play-by-play man Pat Hughes. "We knew he was a slugger. 
We knew he had 30- maybe 40-home run potential. But a guy that starts hitting 20 in a month, he's got 
a lot more than 40-home run potential." 
 
Former Detroit Tigers star Rudy York held the record for homers in one month with 18 in August 1937. 
So it was fitting that Sosa hit his 18th and 19th homers in June 1998 at old Tiger Stadium. 
 
By the time of No. 20, Sosa was a national celebrity, but he constantly deferred to McGwire as "the 
man." 
 
"The whole 1998 year was a blur, but my initial memories of Sammy were that it was like following a 
rock star on tour," said Chip Caray, who was in his first year as the Cubs' TV voice. Caray currently 
broadcasts Atlanta Braves baseball. "Everywhere we went, everybody wanted a piece of the guy. The 
stands were packed for BP (batting practice). They were at the hotel. It was pandemonium, especially 
since it was the Cubs on WGN, and they happened to be good." 
 
Other perspectives 
As for theories on Sosa's sudden power surge, PEDs were rarely mentioned by those in the game. 
Former Cubs coach Chuck Cottier, then a Phillies coach, pointed to right field at Veterans Stadium and 
said Sosa had discovered that the opposite field existed. Others cited Sosa's patience and willingness to 
accept walks. 
 
Pentland recalled Sosa being happy in spring training. 
 
"I didn't realize how good he was until I saw him in spring training," Pentland said of '98. "He hadn't 
done anything in the Dominican (Republic) other than get himself in shape. He came out, and the first 
day he was smoking. 
 
"I was shocked at how quick his bat was, how quick he really was. My thing was, 'Gee, we got to try to 
get this thing to work right,' because there's an awful lot of talent." 



 
 
Throughout he career, Sosa had a hard time shaking the label that he was a "selfish" player, one more 
concerned about his stats than team play. Williams saw another side. 
 
"No matter what you think of Sammy or what he did, he was worker," he said. "He would take a lot of 
extra batting practice. He would play every single day. He never wanted a day off. I will say he loved the 
game of baseball. He loved playing. He loved these fans here at Wrigley Field. He would always tip his 
cap to them when he would run out to right field to begin the game. There may have been some 
negative things about him. But there were a lot of positive things about Sammy, as well." 
 
The fall from grace 
Sosa was on top of the world in 1998, but the Cubs bowed out of the playoffs in three games and the 
team fell in the standings in 1999 and 2000. Sosa feuded with manager Don Baylor in 2000 and was 
nearly traded to the Yankees. In 2003, he was caught with a corked bat. In 2004, he walked out on the 
team on the final day of the season and was later traded to Baltimore. 
 
Sosa was never suspended for PED use, but he could not escape increasing suspicion over the next few 
years that he was a steroid user in light of the big jump in his power numbers beginning in 1998. The 
New York Times reported in 2009 that Sosa was "among the players who tested positive for a 
performance-enhancing drug in 2003, according to lawyers with knowledge of the drug-testing results 
from that year." MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred later said the anonymous "survey" drug test of 2003 
was inconclusive. Since then, tougher policies were put into place. McGwire eventually admitted to 
steroid use. 
 
Sosa has fallen far short in balloting for the Hall of Fame, and it's likely he will never gain election. 
 
The Cubs, under the ownership of the Ricketts family, have not seen fit to welcome Sosa into the family. 
Chairman Tom Ricketts gets asked about it each year at the Cubs convention, and he says little beyond 
implying that Sosa must be the one to make amends. 
 
A time for reflection 
So what, in the end, to make of his 1998 season and that magical month of June? 
 
"To me, it was real at the time," Hughes said. "I didn't know anything about any kind of performance-
enhancing drugs. I just covered the games, and I still just cover the games. I try to have fun with the 
game. To this day, I don't really know a lot about the performance-enhancing drugs. And I didn't know 
then." 
 
Caray also chimed in. 
 
"Now we all have the benefit of hindsight," he said. "In my opinion, no matter what he did, was 
suspected of doing or didn't do, you still have to hit the ball. And that year, he put on a show for the 
ages. I'm certainly proud of what he did with the Cubs. I may never see another single-season 
performance like that ever again. I know he is (proud), too, and if it were me, I'd do everything to try to 
mend whatever fences need mending." 
 
Dempster, who got the ball rolling, or flying, in June of '98, offered his perspective. 
 
"Cubs fans should remember those as their memories," he said. "If they're happy memories, don't let 
those be taken away. They're your memories. Enjoy those moments and remember those moments with 
those people you cheered with and laughed with. 



 
 
"Yeah, people make mistakes. People do things. In that era, there was a lot of that stuff, but those are 
still your baseball memories. You still had a great time at the ballpark with your grandpa or you went 
with your wife and you guys had the time of your life, and those memories were created by that. That is 
still a bond for you. The exterior circumstances don't matter to your feelings inside." 
 
Dempster added one humorous postscript to the June 1, 1998 game. He got to face Sosa one more time, 
with runners on second and third with nobody out in the bottom of the second. 
 
"I struck him out, and then (manager) Jim Leyland took me out of the game," he said. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
The Cubs need Justin Wilson to step up in a moment of need  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
NEW YORK – The Cubs couldn’t stomach another disaster start out of Tyler Chatwood. The wild right-
hander had failed to get out of the third inning in two consecutive outings and Friday’s start began 
ominously with a walk to Brandon Nimmo. 
 
While Chatwood walked four batters and gave up another home run to Nimmo in the third, with a little 
help from his offense and bullpen, he was mostly able to work around those free passes as he gave up 
just two runs in 5 1/3 innings in the Cubs’ 7-4 win over the New York Mets. 
 
The Cubs were trailing 2-0 when Chatwood walked the first two batters in the sixth and was pulled after 
getting José Bautista to foul out. After he left, the Cubs bullpen and offense, the two clear strengths of 
the team, stepped up. 
 
Lefty Randy Rosario got two outs to get out of the sixth and then three more in the seventh. The Cubs 
scored seven runs in the final three innings. 
 
It was the seventh time in eight games that the Cubs were able to put up at least four runs as they 
continue to show signs of delivering a consistent approach at the plate. 
 
Watching the Mets bullpen implode, like Pittsburgh’s did earlier this week against the Cubs, is a stark 
contradiction to what the Cubs relievers have been able to do this season. Having leads consistently lost 
by a shaky group of relievers is one of the more demoralizing ways to go about a summer for a baseball 
team. 
 
The Cubs haven’t had to worry about that this season. But with key reliever Carl Edwards, Jr. out with 
shoulder inflammation and Mike Montgomery currently in the rotations, other pitchers are going to 
have to step up to ensure that trend continues. Rosario’s emergence has been a pleasant surprise. The 
lefty has now throw seven shutout innings for the Cubs, striking out a quarter of the batters he’s faced. 
 
But he’s not the only left-hander who will have to step up in Edwards’ absence. Justin Wilson was 
brought aboard last July with the belief that he’d be a key part of the late innings for the Cubs down the 
stretch. However, one poor outing after another snowballed into a disastrous two months, leading to 
him being left off the NLCS roster despite the fact the Cubs were desperate for relievers. 
 



 
Wilson still has his issues with command as his 18.8 percent walk rate indicates. But nine of his 18 walks 
and five of the seven earned runs he’s allowed have come in three particularly poor outings. 
 
“Overall, his body of work has been really good this year,” manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s had a couple 
of those moments, but so has C.J.. When he’s on time with everything, that ball really has that thing. 
You can see the hitters, late, late, late, because it’s got that jump at home plate.” 
 
Like Edwards, Wilson has the ability to get a lot of swing-and-miss on his four-seam fastball. This season 
he’s sitting at 95.4 mph with the pitch, while getting a 27.9 percent whiff/swing rate on it. That’s topped 
by only Josh Hader, Sean Doolittle and Aroldis Chapman among lefty relievers. And that “thing” Maddon 
speaks of is the rise Wilson has on his four-seamer. That 10.99 inches, according to Pitch Info, is the 
second-most average rise on a four-seamer for a reliever this season. 
 
Wilson says despite his 5.09 ERA and 20.9 percent walk rate in his 23 appearances with the Cubs last 
season, he never doubted his ability. 
 
“I never really lacked confidence in myself, it was more frustration,” Wilson said. “The biggest thing for 
me was to go into spring training with a fresh start and a fresh attitude. I think that helped. It hasn’t all 
been pretty this year, but it’s been better lately.” 
 
Wilson called last season an “uphill grind” on a near-daily basis while with Chicago. And while the 
struggles were personally maddening, the issues, according to Wilson were more physical than mental. 
 
“There was a point where it was a little bit of both, but mainly mechanical,” Wilson said. “I think I found 
it. There are certain days where I get a little out of sync. I just try to have my mental checklist of things 
to go over and be more consistent. 
 
“I got into slowly, progressively getting over-closed mechanically. It was hard to tell because each time I 
watched film, I might have been creeping a bit more closed over maybe a year or more. I think that was 
a symptom of trying to stay closed. Usually when I have command problems, it’s because I’m flying 
open. Basically an overcorrection. It’s hard to throw strikes when you’re not inline to the plate. It feels 
better now.” 
 
When Maddon came into the spring, he said he believed Wilson could be a big part of the team’s 
success and a key option in the bullpen. Now he has a prime opportunity to try and get back into those 
high-leverage roles. 
 
“Truthfully, I’d much rather pitch in those,” Wilson said. “I think most of the guys in the bullpen are like 
that. Any situation is great, but the high-leverage one is a lot more intense.” 
 
Edwards paired up with closer Brandon Morrow to form one of the more dominant back ends of the 
bullpen in baseball. Edwards had a 38.1 percent strikeout rate and 2.88 ERA when he went on the shelf. 
Morrow has posted a 0.98 ERA and has been as close to automatic in the ninth as it gets. Steve Cishek 
has been a horse in the ‘pen, working in 27 of the Cubs’ 54 games and posting a 1.75 ERA. Pedro Strop 
has been his usual consistent self and Brian Duensing has limited runs as well, though both have looked 
a little shaky of late. But that’s all the more reason for someone like Wilson to emerge. 
 
Wilson seems ready to embrace that moment. And ready to make everyone forget about his 2017. 
 



 
“We got a ‘pen full of closers down there,” Wilson said. “Joe tries to set us up for the most success and 
tries to rest us and not overuse somebody. It’ll be tough without C.J., especially because he’s so nasty, 
but we’ll be just fine.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Connecting the dots between Brandon Morrow and what the Cubs are thinking in this year’s draft  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Tim Lincecum loomed over the beginning of Brandon Morrow’s career as the local freak the Seattle 
Mariners could have drafted instead with the No. 5 overall pick in 2006. Lincecum lasted until the 10th 
selection and wound up winning two Cy Young Awards and three World Series rings with the San 
Francisco Giants, but Morrow will never know what would have happened if the Mariners didn’t rush 
him into their bullpen by Opening Day 2007. 
 
High school pitchers are seen as risky investments, but Morrow made it to a World Series Game 7 last 
year with Clayton Kershaw, the potential Hall of Famer the Los Angeles Dodgers drafted at No. 7 in 2006. 
Andrew Miller — who went to the Detroit Tigers one spot ahead of Kershaw — bounced around for 
years before popularizing the high-leverage, multiple-inning bullpen role that earned Morrow a two-
year, $21 million contract to be the Cubs closer. 
 
So much for the concerns about Max Scherzer’s violent delivery. Mike Rizzo made that call at No. 11 as 
the Arizona Diamondbacks scouting director in 2006 and later helped put together Scherzer’s $210 
million megadeal with the Washington Nationals, another franchise-altering decision. 
 
The class of 2006 is a fascinating way to understand the draft that begins Monday night and what Cubs 
officials are thinking as they continue running through a series of meetings in Chicago. 
 
“It’s a crapshoot,” Morrow said. “They obviously make really good guesses. But then as far as health and 
long-time durability goes, [no one really knows].” 
 
Look at how the Kansas City Royals (Luke Hochevar), Colorado Rockies (Greg Reynolds) and Pittsburgh 
Pirates (Brad Lincoln) whiffed on college pitchers with three of the top four picks in that 2006 draft while 
the Tampa Bay Devil Rays found a franchise player in Long Beach State third baseman Evan Longoria at 
No. 3. 
 
Now making educated guesses as the Cubs amateur scouting director, Matt Dorey laughed at his 
memories of Morrow and the old Pac-10 as an assistant coach at Washington State at that time. 
 
“I have nightmares as a coach from that draft class because I was the hitting guy,” Dorey said. “We faced 
Reynolds from Stanford [and] Lincecum [with Washington]. Brandon Morrow was on Friday, Tyson Ross 
was on Saturday for Cal. Ian Kennedy was the Friday guy for USC. It was just like one after another: ‘How 
are we going to score any runs?’” 
 
Everything goes in cycles and nothing is guaranteed. The Cubs built a powerful lineup through the draft, 
spending first-round picks on Javier Báez, Albert Almora Jr., Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ 
between 2011 and 2015. But that farm system no longer has any everyday players close to contributing 
at Wrigley Field and “The Core” is about to get exponentially more expensive through the arbitration 
system. 
 



 
In executing “The Plan,” president of baseball operations Theo Epstein preferred to worry about the 
pitching later, piece the major-league staff together on a year-to-year basis and use a volume strategy 
for arms in the draft. Once the Cubs were ready to accelerate the rebuild, Epstein wasn’t afraid to spend 
big money on free agents and trade blue-chip prospects like New York Yankees second baseman Gleyber 
Torres and White Sox phenom Eloy Jiménez. 
 
Planning for the future, the Cubs now have four draft picks within the first 78 selections — and five in 
the top 98 — and a bonus pool worth $7.5 million that will open up even more possibilities. 
 
“It’s really important that we understand these opportunities won’t come every year,” Dorey said. “Our 
scouting staff has done a great job of casting a really wide net. In years past — especially 2016 — we 
had such a small bonus pool that we really focused on pitching in the draft. 
 
“But we definitely took a deeper look at some more of the upside players in this draft, just really looking 
at our system and understanding that we’ve had to make some tough decisions with some of our 
younger prospects who carried some of that impact/elite upside. 
 
“We’re keeping all components of this draft pool alive, whereas in the last couple years I think we 
purposely took a deeper look at the pitching and really focused on that, because we know the draft 
history tells us that pitching comes from everywhere. And we didn’t have a lot of flexibility financially to 
get creative at the very top and really dip into the high school market that extensively. 
 
“This 2018 draft is really interesting because I think the draft strength is really built around some high-
upside high school pitching and position players. If we choose to go that route, we can definitely play in 
that market. I’m not saying we will, but we have the option to do so to a certain degree.” 
 
Cubs officials are obligated to use the best-player-available cliché. All things being equal, they would like 
to add a polished “Cubs Way” college hitter who fits the first-round profile that paid huge dividends for 
their 2016 World Series team. 
 
But between Bryant’s meteoric rise to Rookie of the Year/MVP winner, the explosion of information and 
the growing acceptance of analytics, college hitters aren’t exactly a market inefficiency. 
 
“The draft over the last few years, I don’t want to say it’s a copycat industry, but there’s a hint of that,” 
Dorey said. “We can’t control the volume of college hitters that meet [expectations] and have 
performed and have impact, so the volatility of that alone will change from year to year. Everyone wants 
to take college hitters, because they are better bets, but you also don’t want to take the college hitters 
that you don’t think can impact a championship-level club. 
 
“[Maybe] they have a chance to be more utility players or really good big-leaguers, but with your first-
round pick, you try to create some impact in your organization. We’re just going to play it by ear. There 
are definitely some college hitters in this draft that we like a lot. I know that we’re picking 24th and 
there’s going to be 23 other teams that are considering that same pool of players. We’ll be at the mercy 
of what, if anything, gets down to us that we’re really intrigued and excited about. 
 
“We’re in a unique spot because I think we’ll be able to pivot in a lot of different directions.” 
 
Just like Morrow, Miller, Kershaw, Lincecum and Scherzer needed to be open-minded, realistic, 
adaptable and resilient once the initial rush faded after seeing their dreams come true within the first 11 
picks of the 2006 draft. 
 



 
“Pitching just is volatile,” Dorey said. “We know that. There’s just a higher bust rate, whiff rate because 
of injuries and other factors. It shows how cautious you have to be, even with the more advanced 
college pitchers.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Schwarber HR seals Cubs' comeback vs. Mets  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
NEW YORK -- Sometimes it takes a little longer to get a feel for things. Tyler Chatwood knows that. So 
does the Cubs' offense. 
 
Ben Zobrist hit a game-tying double and scored one out later on Kris Bryant's single in the seventh inning 
and Kyle Schwarber added a three-run homer in the eighth to spark the Cubs to a 7-4 victory over the 
Mets on Friday night at Citi Field. It was the Cubs' 14th come-from-behind win this year. 
 
"I guess we don't really make too much of a big deal about [being behind]," Bryant said. "Sometimes it 
just takes a little longer to score runs, getting to third or fourth at-bats, and that's something that makes 
us a pretty good team." 
 
The Cubs trailed, 2-0, in the seventh against Mets starter Zack Wheeler, who served up back-to-back 
singles to Addison Russell and pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella. Wheeler was pulled, and Schwarber greeted 
Paul Sewald with a sacrifice fly. Zobrist then doubled and one out later, Bryant delivered his tie-breaking 
single. 
 
It was Zobrist's second straight three-hit game, and he sounded a little like Chatwood as he tries to find 
his groove. 
 
"More than anything, my swing actually feels right," Zobrist said. "That's kind of the key. I search for that 
most of the time, and when I find it, it just comes a little easier and I can drive the ball more and square 
up more balls. That's when I know I'm in a good spot." 
 
"Whatever he's doing, I'd like a taste," manager Joe Maddon said of the 37-year-old veteran. "He's the 
Ponce de le Zobrist. He takes such wonderful care of himself. He'll probably do something in the weight 
room after this [game]. He's just a different cat." 
 
Chatwood didn't get the win, but he may have fixed some of the problems he's had this season 
regarding command of his pitches. He began the day averaging 8.4 walks per nine innings, the most in 
the Major Leagues, and issued four over 5 1/3 innings. Since his last outing, the right-hander had been 
working on getting the ball out of his glove quicker and shortening his stride. The length of the outing on 
Friday was key, too, because Chatwood had lasted 2 2/3 innings in each of his two previous starts. 
 
"It felt good," Chatwood said. "I felt like I was putting myself in a good position to get over my front side 
and be able to command the zone a little better. The sixth inning got away from me, but luckily the boys 
rallied and we won the game." 
 
"I just thought he looked more comfortable out there," Maddon said of the right-hander. "He was not in 
as much of a hurry. I thought he had a better tempo about him. … Overall, I liked that he pitched more 
as opposed to trying to beat them up with his fastball." 
 



 
Chatwood definitely had his teammates' support. The Cubs' position players wore their socks high in his 
honor. 
 
"We were all doing it because Tyler wears his pants up," Bryant said. "We're all here supporting Tyler 
because it's his day." 
 
Chatwood walked the leadoff man in the first, third and sixth innings, but the free passes only hurt him 
in the third. He walked Amed Rosario, the Mets' No. 9 hitter, to start the third and then served up 
Brandon Nimmo's home run on an 0-2 fastball. 
 
"It's just a matter of time with all of these guys to get them where they normally are and the back of the 
bubblegum card reads well," Maddon said. "Everybody goes through tough moments. I'm sure Chat will 
sleep well tonight and feel better about himself. It's a great building block going into his next start." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Benchwarmer: The Cubs rallied to score three runs in the seventh but the key at-bat may have been by 
pinch-hitter La Stella, who followed Russell with a single, his 12th hit off the bench. That's the most 
pinch-hits in the Majors this season. 
 
Big bopper: The Cubs had two on and two out in the eighth when Schwarber connected on his 11th 
home run of the season, hitting the first pitch from Sewald. The homer had an exit velocity of 100.5 
mph, according to Statcast™. Willson Contreras' single to set up Schwarber registered at 109.3 mph. 
 
"It was really a team win," Maddon said, complimenting the reserves. 
 
SOUND SMART 
At 37, Zobrist is the oldest Cubs player with consecutive three-hit games since Moises Alou did so Oct. 2-
3, 2004, when he was 38. 
 
"He continues to really work good at-bats," Maddon said of Zobrist. "Those are great example setting at-
bats. With rest, you keep that guy frisky, he can really play." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"It's more bragging rights, I guess. We always give each other a hard time in the offseason. He's my 
golfing buddy, so we're hanging out quite a bit. He's always able to get me out, especially in college. We 
had a lot of intrasquad games where the pitcher dominates us, and he was one of those guys." -- Bryant, 
on his former college teammate, Sewald 
 
UP NEXT 
Mike Montgomery will make his second start of the season on Saturday, subbing for Yu Darvish. The 
Cubs hoped Darvish would be able to come off the disabled list, but he's sidelined with inflammation in 
his right triceps. Montgomery gave them 5 2/3 scoreless innings against the Pirates on Monday. That 
was the lefty's first start of the season, and he retired the first 13 batters he faced and only gave up two 
hits. Ace right-hander Jacob deGrom will start for New York at 6:15 p.m. CT at Citi Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez's brilliance could earn him 1st ASG trip  
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 
NEW YORK -- Javier Baez has flashed his dazzling defensive skills this season and has ranked among the 
National League leaders in RBIs. Could the Cubs infielder be an All-Star? 
 
Voting started Friday for the 2018 All-Star Game presented by Mastercard, to be played July 17 in 
Washington, and Baez is on the ballot at second base. He'll have some tough competition from the Reds' 
Scooter Gennett, the Braves' Ozzie Albies and the Mets' Asdrubal Cabrera. 
 
Other Cubs on the All-Star ballot include first baseman Anthony Rizzo, shortstop Addison Russell, third 
baseman Kris Bryant, catcher Willson Contreras and outfielders Jason Heyward, Kyle Schwarber and Ben 
Zobrist. Rizzo and Zobrist have been selected to the Midsummer Classic three times each and Bryant has 
been selected twice, while Russell (2016) and Heyward ('10) have both gone once. 
 
Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and 
smartphones -- exclusively online using the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday, July 
5, at 11:59 p.m. ET. On smartphones and tablets, fans can also access the ballot via the MLB At Bat and 
MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Each fan can vote up to five times in any 24-hour period, for a maximum of 
35 ballots cast. 
 
Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to 
MLB.com and cast their 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each 
league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by 
Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most 
Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP Vote. 
 
The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX 
Sports; in Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. 
FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN 
Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 
MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. For more information 
about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, please visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and 
@AllStarGame on social media. 
 
Last year, Baez had 10 home runs and 33 RBIs by the All-Star break. He topped both of those numbers 
before June 1 this year. 
 
"His whole game is spectacular and as he matures as a hitter, I have no idea what he'll do because he is 
one of the most exciting players in the game right now," manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
There will be times when Baez, 25, swings with what Maddon calls his "John Daly hack," falling to the 
ground and appearing to wrench his back because of the torque. Baez just gets back to his feet and 
swings again. 
 
On Thursday against the Mets, Baez drew his first walk since April 11, and Maddon joked that he wanted 
to get the ball as a souvenir. 
 
"I don't go out there looking for a walk," Baez said. "As long as the pitcher is there, I'm swinging." 
 
But he's also creating havoc on the bases with his skills as well as helping his pitchers with acrobatic 
plays on defense. Baez is fearless and he knows how to play. 
 



 
"When you're going to go scout, watch guys run the bases and that'll tell you what their instincts are like 
in the game of baseball," Maddon said. "If a guy showed you some really good thoughts on the bases, he 
probably has great instincts for the rest of the game. They see things -- it's like a good running back. It's 
not glamorous, but they pay attention. Javy is among the best I've ever seen or had." 
 
And Baez does it with style. 
 
"There's not a lot of things he can't do, and obviously he does it with a lot of flair," Cubs pitcher Jon 
Lester said. "It's fun to watch." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
How baseball's best pinch hitter delivers off the bench  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
NEW YORK -- It's the top of the eighth inning on a Thursday night in Queens. For the 30th time this 
season, Chicago Cubs lefty Tommy La Stella strolls to the plate to pinch hit, this time for pitcher Steve 
Cishek. And for the 16th time this year, La Stella reaches base, with a single off New York Mets right-
hander Scott Copeland. It comes as no surprise to anyone in the dugout. 
 
"He's the best I've ever seen at it," 37-year-old veteran Ben Zobrist said emphatically. "I've never seen a 
better pinch hitter in my time playing baseball." 
 
Entering the weekend, La Stella leads the majors with 12 pinch-hits to go along with a .548 on-base 
percentage coming off the bench. He can challenge for some all-time marks if he keeps it up. The 
highest OBP for a pinch hitter with a minimum of 40 at-bats in a season is .542, achieved by Gates 
Brown of the Detroit Tigers in 1968. 
 
La Stella's at-bats constantly amaze his teammates as there's never a hint of emotion involved in his 
offensive game -- which he claims is the key. Though he often comes to the plate with the game on the 
line, his demeanor -- and probably his heartbeat -- don't show it. 
 
"The thing that I found is I put together my best at-bats when I had my simplest thought process," La 
Stella explains. "Starting in 2015, when I began to be better at it, I was simplifying everything. 
Simplifying mechanics, the thought process between pitches, simplifying what I do well offensively." 
 
The biggest difference between La Stella and many other hitters when they come off the bench is that 
he doesn't care if he doesn't swing. It's human nature for a baseball player who may get only one at-bat 
every other game to want to get his hacks in. Not La Stella. He averages four pitches per plate 
appearance and has earned five walks off the bench already, tops in the game. 
 
"I've gotten myself into trouble trying to dictate the pace in the batter's box," La Stella said, "Hitting is 
different. You're almost playing defense on offense. Even though you're swinging the bat, you're 
responding to what the pitcher does first. Trying to insist, or make something out of nothing, or getting 
caught up in the emotion of the moment, or taking four at-bats into this one, and trying to atone for 
other thrown-away at-bats, it never serves the simplicity I'm looking for. First and foremost, I don't want 
to expand my zone." 
 
The result is a frustrating at-bat for the opposing pitcher against a player who isn't exactly an imposing 
figure in the batter's box, standing less than 6 feet tall and weighing only 180 pounds. 



 
 
"He's a gnat," teammate Jon Lester often says. "It's tough to be able to slow everything down as a pinch 
hitter. ... He's prepared and understands his role. He kind of relishes in it. You don't have pinch hitters 
have quality at-bats over and over like that. The big thing is he knows his role." 
 
Zobrist intimated the same. As often as manager Joe Maddon rotates his starting players, La Stella isn't 
part of that mix. He gets the occasional four at-bats in a day, but it's rare. Antsy for more playing time is 
no way to sit through the first six to eight innings of a game, waiting for a chance to hit, so instead, La 
Stella chooses to be the best teammate he can be and invest himself in what's going on. Then, when it's 
his chance, he pounces. 
 
"I really do embrace the role," La Stella said. "It's a different type of challenge. Playing every day and 
getting five at-bats a night is way more difficult, but this is a type of challenge that I've never really 
gotten to experience until now. Condensing and concentrating all my focus for a whole game into about 
two minutes takes a lot of simplification. It's a process to understand that. ... Being integrated into the 
game is important. When I step out onto the on deck circle it doesn't feel as foreign, like I've checked 
out in the dugout the whole time." 
 
His cerebral nature fits the role he's in. He doesn't waste words or time. Meditation has been a part of 
his game but it's not all-encompassing. He has picked up a lot from his teammates, mostly about getting 
his body prepared but doesn't stick to a set routine. It's always evolving. 
 
"He's so incredibly intelligent," good friend Ian Happ said. "It's impressive to watch the way he not only 
reacts to his own role, but the way he reacts to failing in his role. Even when he doesn't perform, he's 
right back there with the team supporting the next guy up. That's admirable and something everyone 
watches and is impressed with." 
 
Three years ago, La Stella wasn't sure if he wanted to keep playing baseball, but now he's a mainstay in 
the Cubs dugout. 
 
"He's one of the centerpieces of our organization," Albert Almora Jr. said with no hint of irony regarding 
a 25th man on the roster. "Besides being a great baseball player, he's a super person. I'm so lucky. We're 
close to the same uniform numbers, so I locker next to him a lot on the road. Love talking to him and 
picking his brain." 
 
 
Tommy La Stella has been dubbed "3 a.m." by manager Joe Maddon because he can "get up in the 
middle of the night and hit anyone." Charles LeClaire-USA TODAY Sports 
His manager simply loves his plate approach. In an age of big swingers, La Stella is a throwback. 
 
"The best quality is he's a really calm human being," Maddon said. "He doesn't overthink it, he doesn't 
overwork it. I had Danny Johnson [in Tampa Bay]. He would sit in the clubhouse doing crossword 
puzzles. I would run up to go to the bathroom and there's DJ, sitting at his locker, legs folded doing the 
crossword puzzle. Then he hits the biggest home run in the history of the Tampa Bay Rays. I like that, 
when a guy doesn't overstress it. Two different guys, but both really good pinch hitters." 
 
La Stella's process is fairly simple. He'll keep an eye on the pitch count of his own pitcher, understanding 
when his chance might come. Then he goes inside for tee work and soft tossing. On Thursday, he 
grabbed the iPad to watch the movement of Copeland's pitches since he had never faced him before. 
Then came his single in front of friends and family -- he's from nearby New Jersey -- and more applause 
from his adoring teammates. 



 
 
"He's the best at coming off and giving you one of the best at-bats of the game," Almora said. 
 
Zobrist added: "He seems like no matter if it's the bottom of the ninth and two outs, he goes in there 
and stays within himself." 
 
The man dubbed "3 a.m." by his manager because he can "get up in the middle of the night and hit 
anyone" has perfected a dying art. 
 
"Getting one at-bat, it's kind of important for me to let go of the momentum of the situation or the 
emotion of that moment because then I try to dictate that pace instead of responding to what I'm 
getting," La Stella said. "The simplest way for me to have more success than not is not swinging outside 
the strike zone. 
 
"In those moments, you want to swing the bat because you want the big hit, but it depends on what the 
pitcher gives you. I've thrown away at-bats trying to make something happen as opposed to letting 
something happen. It forced me to be the simplest version of myself at the plate. I feel like I'm doing 
that more often than not." 
 
Before finishing the interview, La Stella had one more thing to say as the good teammate in him comes 
out again. He gets excited to explain that what he does in his role is nothing compared to what the 
everyday players in the lineup do. 
 
"It is incredibly difficult to do what these guys do every night," La Stella said. "While there is a ton of 
outside admiration, I feel like sometimes we can treat the entertainers like a carnival ride. I paid my 
ticket, now I want to be entertained. It's not that easy performing a physical task over and over. Your 
body is aching, and don't forget the guys on the other side are trained to do the same exact thing. It's 
not as easy as these guys make it look, and they're the most talented guys in the game. I hope people 
don't get so caught up in the failure of it. Failure is part of that growth process. I learned that as well." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
What we learned about the Cubs in May  
By Tony Andracki 
 
There's not really much point in making any definitive statements about a team or individual players 
until Memorial Day comes around. 
 
The first month of the MLB season is too dependent on variables like hot/cold streaks or weather (as 
was the case this year more than ever). 
 
Typically it takes two months (about 1/3 of the season) to be able to draw any conclusions. 
 
The Cubs went 14-13 in May, which was actually buoyed by winning 4 of the last 5 games of the month. 
(They were 16-10 in March/April.) 
 
But they actually had a +46 run differential over the 27 games in May, better than the +36 run 
differential in March/April. 
 



 
The point: One month is still a short enough time to be impacted by luck. A team with a +46 run 
differential should not be just one game above .500. 
 
Some other numbers from May compared to March/April: 
 
The offense woke up, hitting .273/.356/.457 (.814 OPS) in May compared to a .252/.334/.412 (.746 OPS) 
in March/April. They averaged 5.3 runs/game in May compared to 5.1 runs/game pre-May. 
 
The pitching staff posted a 3.26 ERA and 1.25 WHIP in May, tiny increases over a 3.33 ERA/1.31 WHIP in 
March/April. They also still walked the same amount of batters per 9 innings (4.2) in each month. 
 
Which leads us to the first thing we learned this month: 
 
1. Maybe this is just who this Cubs team is. 
 
The pitching staff still struggles with walking far too many hitters. The offense is still good — but not 
great — and prone to slumps. There's still an issue hitting with runners in scoring position and getting 
guys home from third base with less than 2 outs. They are still prone to mental mistakes on the 
basepaths and in the field.  
 
Maybe this is just an inconsistent team. They are still very young, after all. 
 
That's one thing that we could've concluded about the Cubs in March/April that actually holds up now.  
 
But then again, entering the game on May 1, the Cubs were coming off a 5-game winning streak and 
looking like they were about to break out. 
 
The Cubs started May with 5 straight losses, then won 5 games in a row (against the Marlins and White 
Sox) and proceeded to continue along the roller coaster for the remainder of the month. 
 
Though, one thing is for certain... 
 
2. Anthony Rizzo is just fine. 
 
The back issue that caused him to miss more than a week of action in April isn't lingering. He didn't 
suddenly forget how to hit.  
 
Rizzo's splits per month: 
 
March/April 
 
.149/.259/.189 (.448 OPS), 1 HR, 9 RBI, 4 BB, 15 K 
 
May 
 
.303/.408/.576 (.984 OPS), 5 HR, 28 RBI, 18 BB, 10 K 
 
The BB/K is particularly impressive. 
 
And as Rizzo got hot, so, too, did the Cubs offense (see above). 
 



 
Another factor in the offensive upturn was the second half of Bryzzo... 
 
3. You were really worried about Kris Bryant's power? 
 
After Bryant hit just 2 homers in 26 games in March/April, some seemed to be concerned about the 
power output of the Cubs' best player. 
 
Bryant responded in kind with 6 homers in May and a .536 slugging percentage. 
 
He's fine and he's now a full month removed from a scary brush with a 97 mph fastball to the head.  
 
As the weather continues to get warm on a consistent basis, watch as Bryant's power continues to 
flourish. 
 
That being said, there is one thing to be concerned about with the Cubs offense... 
 
4. Javy has gone full Javy. 
 
Baez is still in the midst of a breakout season and woke up on the morning of June 1 still tied for the 
National League league in RBI (43).  
 
He's on pace for 40 homers, 131 RBI and 101 runs this year. 
 
But he didn't draw a walk until the final day of May and struck out 25 times over the month. 
 
He went all the way from April 11 to May 31 without drawing a free pass of any kind (intentional or 
otherwise).  
 
That lack of plate discipline led to a startling .274 OBP in May and thus a .769 OPS, which was better 
than only Addison Russell and Jason Heyward among Cubs regulars in May. 
 
Baez needs to improve on his plate discipline or else teams will continue to throw balls out of the zone, 
thus decreasing the chances of Baez hitting the ball with authority (though not completely eliminating 
that percentage given his insane ability to hit balls a foot out of the plate into the bleachers). 
 
Still, if Baez is going to have a true breakout season, he can't continue to have months with a 1:25 BB:K 
ratios. 
 
Though the Cubs are boosted by the fact that... 
 
5. Albert Almora Jr. is truly in the midst of a breakout campaign. 
 
Almora continued to flash awe-inspiring, Gold Glove defense in May while taking another step forward 
at the plate. He hit .338 over the course of the month (tops among Cubs regulars) with an .850 OPS.  
 
He struck out just 10 times, helping to lend a different dimension to a Cubs offense that is trying to limit 
the whiffs and "move the baseball" more, to borrow one of Joe Maddon's favorite phrases. 
 
Almora has emerged as the team's clear top choice in center field, though... 
 
6. Ian Happ isn't destined for Triple-A, after all. 



 
 
Fans and media alike were clamoring for Happ to be sent to the minors to figure out his swing, but he 
instead responded with a .981 OPS in May, posting a .400 OBP and .581 SLG despite a .226 AVG. 
 
He still struck out 28 times, but that's just part of the roller coaster the Cubs are content to ride, in part 
because... 
 
7. Ben Zobrist is still in 2016 form. 
 
Maddon's favorite choice for the Cubs leadoff spot (against right-handed pitchers, at least) walked 13 
times in May and struck out just 12. He hit a big homer Thursday night in New York and posted an .803 
OPS and .367 OBP throughout the entire month. 
 
However, that still pales in comparison to the numbers he put up in May 2016 (.406/.483/.653, .1.137 
OPS, 6 HR, 25 RBI). 
 
Zobrist is looking healthy and as important to the Cubs' offense as he was in 2016, though in a bit of a 
diminished capacity. He is 37, after all. 
 
Then again, there's one part of this team that's certainly not in 2016 form: 
 
8. The starting rotation is still a major issue, but there are reasons for optimism. 
 
The Cubs are still doling out far, far too many walks as a pitching staff, though a lot of that can be 
attributed to Tyler Chatwood (23 BBs in just 19.2 IP in May).  
 
Chatwood, Yu Darvish and Jose Quintana have caused a lot of concern in Cubdom, and rightfully so.  
 
In 2016, the Cubs rotation was performing at a record-setting level as they got out to a ridiculous start 
and coasted into the postseason. 
 
That won't happen in 2018 — that much is clear — but here is the reason for optimism: 
 
ERAs in May 
 
Jon Lester - 2.70 
Jose Quintana - 3.09 
Kyle Hendricks - 3.26 
 
That's right, everybody: Quintana was second among Cubs starters in ERA in May. 
 
The ERA doesn't tell the whole story (he still had a 1.40 WHIP in the month), but Quintana is showing 
much-needed signs of life in the rotation. 
 
He tossed 6 shutout innings in New York Thursday night, which was actually his 5th start in the last 7 in 
which he's allowed 1 or fewer earned runs.  
 
Which brings us to the final thing we learned about the Cubs in May: 
 
9. This team is still waiting for something to flip the switch, but we know what that "something" is now. 
 



 
It's the rotation getting into a groove on a consistent basis. We saw that in the 5-game win streak to end 
April as the offense failed to score more than 3 runs in any of those games. 
 
But that was just one turn through the rotation.  
 
In order to fully go on a run and avoid the roller coaster season the Cubs have been on to date, they'll 
need consistent performances from the Cubs rotation. 
 
Which means Chatwood needs to figure his stuff out and Darvish needs to get healthy and get right — 
both mentally and physically.  
 
Until Darvish returns, Mike Montgomery looks to step in and take advantage of his opportunity in the 
rotation, which he responded to very well in Pittsburgh on Memorial Day. 
 
This rotation is the key and a Quintana turnaround could mean good things moving forward into June. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Randy Rosario's fine job could earn him bigger relief role for Cubs  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Left-hander Randy Rosario bailed Tyler Chatwood out of a jam in the sixth inning Friday night that 
enabled the Cubs to rally to a 7-4 victory, and his performance could get him more high-profile 
assignments. 
 
“Rosario permitted a lot of that to happen,” manager Joe Maddon said of Rosario’s 1 2/3 innings of 
scoreless relief, which allowed left-hander Brian Duensing and Steve Cishek to be used in limited work in 
the latter innings. “Those were micro-moments for each guy.” 
 
In the wake of Carl Edwards’ right shoulder injury, Rosario “can be the real outlier” in the bullpen 
because of his effectiveness against right-handed batters as well as left-handers. Rosario hasn’t allowed 
a run in four appearances covering seven innings. 
 
“You’re always going to miss (Edwards),” Maddon said. “Anyone would. (But) if I move it around well 
enough, all these guys can have success.” 
 
Where’s Yu? The mystery surrounding Yu Darvish took another twist Friday when manager Joe Maddon 
said the injured Cubs pitcher won’t join the team for the rest of this seven-game trip. 
 
“More than likely not,” said Maddon, who offered no update on Darvish, on the 10-day disabled list 
because of tendinitis in his right triceps. 
 
The Cubs initially thought Darvish might rejoin them earlier this week in Pittsburgh after an MRI 
revealed no structural damage, and he was scheduled to start a throwing program this weekend or 
shortly after the team finishes its trip Sunday night. 
 
It’s not known whether Darvish has had further tests or has gotten a second medical opinion. 
 



 
The longer Darvish is sidelined, the more opportunities left-hander Mike Montgomery could receive. 
Montgomery, who pitched 52/3 shutout innings Monday in his first start this season, is slated to start 
Saturday night against Jacob deGrom. 
 
As of Wednesday, the Cubs expected Darvish to return before reliever Carl Edwards Jr., who went on the 
DL on Wednesday. 
 
Extra innings: Backup catcher Chris Gimenez received his second start in five games as Maddon rested 
Willson Contreras before the team faced deGrom. “If Contreras was having good at-bats, we would let 
him (start) because he would feel good about it,” Maddon said. “But it’s based mostly on Willson getting 
a day (off after starting) three in a row.” Contreras came in late Friday night and went 1-for-2 to raise his 
batting average to .271. … Reliever Ryan Webb was signed to minor-league contract. Webb, 32, has a 
3.43 ERA in 375 appearances with five major-league teams. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kyle Schwarber's 3-run homer leads 17-hit attack as Cubs rally for 7-4 victory over Mets  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Aretooled Tyler Chatwood managed to spread his four walks through 51/3 innings Friday night. So while 
there’s still plenty of room for improvement, the baby steps Chatwood, with help from Randy Rosario, 
enabled the Cubs to mount one of their most enjoyable comeback victories of the season. 
 
Kris Bryant’s two-out RBI single capped a methodical three-run rally in the seventh inning to break a 2-2 
tie to help the Cubs pull away for a 7-4 victory over the Mets, their fifth triumph in six games. 
 
The rally took Chatwood off the hook, but the fact he was able to limit the Mets to two runs serves as a 
victory of sorts after he had walked 11 batters in his previous 51/3 innings covering two starts. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon noticed that Chatwood worked at a more comfortable pace, thanks in part to 
working out of the stretch position exclusively. 
 
“Nothing wrong with that,” Maddon said. “There’s a misconception you have to wind up to throw 
harder. There might be more deception out of the windup, but I’m good with whatever he wants to do 
that makes him more comfortable staying in the strike zone.” 
 
Maddon showed confidence in Chatwood even after he allowed consecutive walks to Michael Conforto 
and Devin Mesoraco to open the sixth. Then he induced Jose Bautista into a foul pop before Rosario 
came on in relief and retired the next two batters. And then retired the side in order in the seventh. 
 
“I felt strong throughout,” Chatwood said. “I wish I had the sixth inning back, but it’s a positive step.” 
 
Chatwood kept the game close enough to allow the offense to break out with seven runs, and 12 of their 
17 hits came in the final three innings in what Maddon described as a team victory. 
 
Among the primary contributions were Tommy La Stella’s 12th pinch hit, Ben Zobrist’s game-tying 
double, Bryant’s tie-breaking hit and Kyle Schwarber’s coming off the bench to hit a sacrifice fly and a 
three-run homer in the eighth. 
 



 
“Just more bragging rights,” Bryant said of his single off Paul Sewald, his teammate at the University of 
San Diego in 2011-12. “We always give each other a hard time in the offseason. He’s my golfing buddy. 
He always has been able to get me out, especially in college. We had a lot of intrasquad games where 
the pitchers dominated us, and he was one of those guys. It’s always a fun rivalry between me and him.” 
 
Zobrist, who turned 37 last week, is batting .359 (14-for-39) in his last 10 games. 
 
“Whatever he’s doing, I’d like a taste,” Maddon said. “He’s the Ponce de LeZobrist.” 
 
Albert Almora Jr. collected three hits, including a leadoff single in the eighth. Almora was dazed after his 
helmet hit above his right eye as he tumbled into third on a Willson Contreras’ single but said he felt 
better after the game. 
 
Even ace Jon Lester chipped in as a pinch-hitter in the ninth as he advanced Anthony Rizzo to third on a 
grounder to second that set up Ian Happ’s RBI single. 
 
“Give Jonny credit,” Maddon said. “He might be the best bunter on team and doesn’t get enough credit. 
He can swing a golf club, too.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
After stocking up on pitchers in previous drafts, Cubs could replenish supply of hitters  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Can the Cubs draft the next Walker Buehler, or will they perhaps settle for five players who reach the 
major leagues? 
 
Those are two favorable scenarios as the Cubs try to bring both quality and quantity into their 
organization during the MLB draft starting Monday night. 
 
The Cubs have loaded up on pitching in the first five rounds in the Theo Epstein era, selecting hurlers 
with eight of their nine picks in that range in the last two years and 21 of 30 in Epstein’s six years as Cubs 
president. 
 
There’s no mandate to continue that trend with the 24th overall pick. Nevertheless, there could be a 
pitching prospect too talented to pass up, even with medical issues. That was the case when the 
Dodgers selected Buehler 24th overall out of Vanderbilt in 2015. 
 
Buehler, 23, underwent Tommy John surgery shortly after the draft. He already is making an impact, 
though, with a 3-1 record and 2.20 ERA in seven starts this season. 
 
The Cubs’ second pick isn’t until No. 62, but with five of the first 98 picks, they have an opportunity to 
stockpile some position-player depth. 
 
Epstein tempered excitement over their five picks, pointing out they won’t occur as quickly as they did 
under his watch with the Red Sox in 2005, when they selected outfielder Jacoby Ellsbury, infielder Jed 
Lowrie and pitchers Craig Hansen, Clay Buchholz and Michael Bowden in the first 47 picks. 
 



 
The rebuilding Rays, for instance, have five picks in the first 71 selections. The Cubs’ first five picks fall at 
24, 62, 77, 78 and 98. They received the 77th and 78th picks as compensation for losing pitchers Wade 
Davis and Jake Arrieta in free agency. 
 
The Cubs’ four picks before the third round equal their most since 2012, when they took center fielder 
Albert Almora Jr. and right-handed pitchers Pierce Johnson (now with the Giants), Paul Blackburn 
(Athletics) and Duane Underwood Jr. (Triple-A Iowa) in the first 62 picks in Epstein’s first draft with the 
Cubs. 
 
But after trading infielders Gleyber Torres, Jeimer Candelario and Isaac Paredes and outfielder Eloy 
Jimenez to acquire seasoned midseason help the last two seasons, the Cubs could shift toward drafting 
position players. 
 
The Cubs’ most recent first-round position players have been college sluggers: Cincinnati’s Ian Happ in 
2015, Indiana’s Kyle Schwarber in 2014 and San Diego’s Kris Bryant in 2013. 
 
But a gulf lurks between the position players available in the first round and those who will still be 
around later, according to JJ Cooper, executive editor of Baseball America. 
 
“A player at the 20th or 24th pick may have some defensive value, track record of success and power 
potential, while the player available at 55 will have much more significant dings in at least one of those 
areas,” Cooper wrote in an email. 
 
“You can find a similar bat, but with significant defensive questions. Or you can pick a player with 
defensive value, but one who has either little track record of success in college baseball or with 
questions about their bat.” 
 
The Cubs have an extra set of eyes on the Cape Cod League, where minor-league consultant Mike 
Roberts serves as head coach of the Cotuit (Mass.) Ketleers. Roberts had input in the selection of the 
Cubs’ first-rounder last year, left-hander Brendon Little at No. 27. 
 
The Cubs have a bonus pool of $7.5171 million, including an assigned value of $2.724 million to the 24th 
pick. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs draft capsules: Four players to watch  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Here are four players who may be in the picture for the Cubs with the No. 24 overall pick in Monday’s 
MLB draft. 
 
Ryan Rolison, Mississippi LHP, 9-4, 3.79 ERA, 107 SO in 90 1/3 innings this season. 
 
Jameson Hannah, Dallas Baptist OF, .360, 6 HR, 45 RBIs, .444 OBP. 
 
Logan Gilbert, Stetson RHP, 10-1, 2.52 ERA, 143 SO in 100 innings. 
 
Anthony Seigler, Cartersville (Ga.) High School C/P, .424, 13 HR, 42 RBIs, 0.00 ERA, 19 2/3 innings, 5 
saves as a switch-hitter and switch-pitcher. 



 
-- 
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