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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Another rough day for Shohei Ohtani prompts more questions for Angels 

By JEFF FLETCHER 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Shohei Ohtani has at least one aspect of being a major leaguer down pat. 

He knows what to say when things don’t go well. 

Ohtani, now facing difficult questions about struggles on the mound and at the plate, gave up seven runs 
in 1-1/3 innings against the Colorado Rockies on Friday, in his first real test against a big league lineup. 

He then headed down to the a press conference full of media from both sides of the globe. There he faced 
pointed questions about whether he’s prepared to start the season in the minors, giving no indication that 
he’s concerned or lacking confidence. 

“I don’t think about it much right now,” Ohtani said in Japanese. “I am trying to worry about what I can do 
each day, each game. What will happen as a result of that, that’s up to the manager and the front office to 
decide.” 

Angels management has spoken consistently about their confidence in Ohtani’s talent, while also saying 
they understand he’s still developing. 

Ohtani, 23, is one of the most highly touted players to ever come out of Japan, with added notoriety 
because of his attempt to succeed in the majors as a pitcher and hitter. 

Ever since the Angels signed him, the assumption has been that he’d be on the opening day roster. That 
now seems less certain, although Scioscia has been careful to be noncommittal, saying that internal 
discussions are ongoing. 

“I’m not going to give you any of our meeting analysis,” Scioscia said. “Our goal is, just like every pitcher 
that is starting to get caught up, whether it’s (Tyler) Skaggs or (Andrew) Heaney or whoever it is, we look 
for a target date to get them ready. We still feel that way with Shohei.” 

Scioscia said they aren’t yet sure when Ohtani’s next start would be. Assuming five or six days rest, the 
schedule he’s been on all spring, that would be either next Thursday or Friday. 

It’s also possible he could pitch in a minor league game so they can ensure he gets up to the 90 pitches he 
needs to start the season. Ohtani threw only 50 pitches in Friday’s game, then went down to the bullpen 
for another three innings worth of work, Scioscia said. 

Wherever and whenever Ohtani pitches, he and the Angels would certainly love to see him have some 
positive results to match the potential of his raw stuff. 

Ohtani has now pitched in four games, the first three against mostly minor league hitters. All told, he’s 
recorded 25 outs in the games, allowing 18 hits and four homers. He has given up 17 runs (15 earned). He 
is also 2 for 20 in big league exhibitions as a hitter. 
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The good news is that he’s struck out 19 and walked only three. Also, of the 20 hitters who have put the 
ball in play against him, 14 have gotten hits. That’s a figure far out of the normal range, indicating he’s 
been victimized by some poor defense (with the minor leaguers behind him) and some bloopers. 

On Friday, three of the singles between the homers by Ian Desmond and Nolan Arenado were hit relatively 
weakly. One didn’t make it out of the infield. 

“Today I made some good pitches and some of the hits found holes,” he said. “Maybe luck wasn’t on my 
side on some of the hits.” 

That was part of a streak of seven consecutive hitters who reached safely, and all scored, to start the 
second inning. It was a dramatic reversal from an encouraging first inning. 

Ohtani struck out two of the five hitters he faced in the first, starting four with strikes. He struck out 
former batting champ DJ LeMahieu on a slider and blew a fastball past Trevor Story. He threw 14 of 20 
pitches for strikes in the first, sitting at 96-98 mph with his fastball. The velocity was slightly up from his 
previous outings. 

“You saw some electric stuff that he threw, and then you saw some inconsistency,” Scioscia said. “You saw 
the stuff that’s there. His stuff is picking up, which is a good sign. Harnessing it is what we’re going to have 
to work on.” 
Although the Rockies knocked him around, the two hitters who homered both saw the positives in Ohtani. 

“Good fastball, man,” Arenado said. “He’s got a good fastball. … Getting a little behind (in the count), I 

think that’s maybe what caused the problem with guys getting on base, but other than that I mean he 

looks like he’s going to be a good one.” 

Added Desmond: “It’s spring training. We are all working on stuff. Unfortunately, he’s got to do it in front 

of the whole world. But I’m sure he’ll be fine.” 

NOTES 
Mike Trout was honored in a pregame ceremony for his election to the Arizona Fall League Hall of Fame. 

Trout’s No. 27 was also retired with the Scottsdale Scorpions. … 

Luis Valbuena returned to camp after traveling to Florida to take the test to gain U.S. citizenship. 

“Everybody is saying congratulations because it’s good for me and my family,” Valbuena said. … 

Garrett Richards will start on Saturday in a Triple-A game, while John Lamb will get the start in the Angels’ 

main exhibition against the Seattle Mariners. The Angels want to ensure Richards can get to 90 pitches and 

six innings, and they can do it more easily in the controlled atmosphere of a minor league game. As a side 

benefit of the move, it prevents one of the Angels’ division rivals from getting an extra look at Richards. … 

JC Ramirez gave up two runs (one earned) in 4-2/3 innings in a Triple-A game against the Brewers on 

Friday. He struck out eight. … 
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Nolan Fontana (shoulder inflammation) said he’ll be ready to return to the field in game action this 

weekend. Fontana has been out for more than two weeks, although he hit in Tuesday’s intrasquad game. 

… 

Albert Pujols was not at the ballpark on Friday, taking what Scioscia called a “recharge day.” … 

Jon Wilhite, who is in camp for his annual visit, brought the lineup to home plate before Friday’s game. 

Wilhite was a passenger in the car accident that killed former Angels pitcher Nick Adenhart in 2009. 

 

Sellout crowd sees Shohei Ohtani shelled in Angels’ loss to Rockies 

By JEFF FLETCHER 

THE GAME: The Angels lost 18-6 to the Colorado Rockies on Friday in Tempe, with Shohei Ohtani failing to 
get out of the second inning. It was the second sellout of the spring for the Angels, with a crowd of 9,616. 
 
PITCHING REPORT: Ohtani gave up seven runs and recorded only four outs. He was scheduled to get into 
the fifth inning. He pitched a scoreless first, but allowed the first seven hitters of the second to reach base, 
including homers by Ian Desmond and Nolan Arenado. … Right-hander Cam Bedrosian gave up his first two 
runs of the spring, after starting with four scoreless innings. … Right-hander Blake Parker gave up two runs 
in 1-1/3 innings, his first four-out appearance of the spring. Parker has now allowed 11 runs in 5-2/3 
innings this spring. … Four pitchers from minor league camp gave up seven runs. 
 
HITTING REPORT: Kole Calhoun hit his first homer of the spring, an opposite-field homer to left field in the 
first inning. … Justin Upton hit his third homer of the spring. … Zack Cozart had two hits, improving to 8 for 
30 this spring. … Ian Kinsler drew two more walks. He’s walked eight times in 32 plate appearances this 
spring. Combined with nine hits, including one more on Friday, he has a .531 on-base percentage. 
 
DEFENSE REPORT: Andrelton Simmons made a nice stop of a ball headed up the middle, and then he tried 
to flip it behind his back to Ian Kinsler at second. It was the second day in a row that Simmons had 
attempted a flip out of his glove, and neither has worked. … Right fielder Jabari Blash nearly robbed a 
home run, but the ball eluded him. 
 
UP NEXT: Angels (John Lamb) vs. Mariners (Casey Lawrence), Saturday, 1 p.m. PT, Peoria Sports Complex, 
Fox Sports West/KLAA (830 AM). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/16/sellout-crowd-sees-shohei-ohtani-shelled-in-angels-loss-to-rockies/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/16/sellout-crowd-sees-shohei-ohtani-shelled-in-angels-loss-to-rockies/?share=facebook&nb=1
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         FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels are not ready to make any rash decisions on Shohei Ohtani this spring 
 
By Mike DiGiovanna 
 
Any decisions the Angels make regarding Shohei Ohtani will be based on their internal assessments of 
the aspiring pitcher-hitter and not on any external pressure they might feel to include him on their 
opening-day roster or shoehorn him into a two-way role. 
 
"In our universe, we are evaluating this in a vacuum," Angels general manager Billy Eppler said Friday. "Is 
this 23-year-old prospect ready to make an impact on both sides of the ball?" 
Ohtani, touted as the "Babe Ruth of Japan," has struggled so much on both sides of the ball this spring 
that there is growing speculation he might open the season in the minor leagues. 
 
The right-hander looked dominant during a scoreless first inning in Friday's 18-6 loss to the Colorado 
Rockies at Tempe Diablo Stadium, striking out DJ LeMahieu looking with a nasty breaking ball and Trevor 
Story with a 98-mph fastball. 
 
Then he was unable to complete a second inning in which he was rocked for seven runs and six hits, 
including Ian Desmond's leadoff homer and Nolan Arenado's three-run shot. His start cut to 50 pitches, 
Ohtani threw another 25-30 pitches in the bullpen to build his stamina. 
 
"You saw some electric stuff and then you saw some inconsistency," manager Mike Scioscia said. "His 
stuff is picking up, which is a good sign. Harnessing it is what we're going to have to work on." 
The left-handed-hitting Ohtani is batting .100 (two for 20) with little quality to his at-bats. His feet are 
unsettled at times, he looks uncomfortable in the box, and he has struggled to handle inside fastballs 
and breaking pitches. 
 
"With his tool package, his ability and his athleticism, he's an elite-level prospect," Eppler said. "He's not 
a finished product. Players who are 23 rarely are. They tend to peak at age 25 or 26 to 30." 
 
So where does that leave Ohtani this spring? Asked if it's possible Ohtani could start in the minor 
leagues, Scioscia said, "You're asking the wrong guy." Pitching coach Charles Nagy was asked how 
confident he was that Ohtani can pitch in the big leagues in two weeks. "That's not up to me to decide." 
 
The man who will make that ultimate decision plans to treat Ohtani like other top prospects who are 
trying to break into the big leagues for the first time. 
 
"He has performed at the highest level that is not major league baseball — those are the only knowns," 
Eppler said. "It's just like a club that is sitting on another elite prospect who has dominated at triple-A 
level and hasn't played in the big leagues yet. 
 
"That club knows that player has dominated a level as close to the major leagues domestically as it can 
get. We view [Japan's Pacific League] as a very good league. We've seen players who have dominated 
that league have an impact over here." 
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Eppler said the Angels have given no assurances to Ohtani that he will be on the opening-day roster. 
One benefit to the Angels by starting Ohtani at triple-A Salt Lake and keeping him there for the first 15 
days of the major league season is that it would push his free agency back by a year. 
 
The Angels switched to a six-man rotation to keep Ohtani closer to the once-a-week pitching schedule 
he was comfortable with in Japan. They're expected to carry only three bench players in anticipation of 
Ohtani starting at designated hitter two or more days a week. 
If Ohtani is ready to pitch in the big leagues but not quite ready to hit, it could throw both of those plans 
out of whack. 
 
"It's too early to make a judgment right now," Eppler said. "I know there's an inherent human desire to 
want to know. We're intellectually curious. But often times, you have to allow things to develop a little 
bit before getting to that point of trying to figure something out." 
 
Ohtani clearly has the stuff to pitch in the big leagues, but in 8 1/3 innings of two Cactus League games, 
a B game against minor leaguers and an exhibition against the Tijuana Toros, Ohtani has surrendered 15 
earned runs and 18 hits, including four homers, for a 16.20 ERA. He has struck out 19 and walked three. 
 
"We're looking at results through a different lens than a lot of you guys," Scioscia said. "We're looking at 
his pitch execution. If that's a little off, was it a mechanical issue, a release-point issue? Spin rates, things 
like that. We're not measuring him on ERA, how many guys he strikes out." 
 
Eppler remains encouraged by Ohtani's determination, his commitment to the game and the way the 
Angels have embraced their new teammate. 
 
"It feels to me like there are a lot of guys pulling for him because they see the passion, the work ethic, 
the drive," Eppler said. "This is not a gimmick right? They see that this is real. As they've gotten to know 
him, they feel his passion." 
 
 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Ohtani struggles in biggest spring test 

Japanese pitcher allows 7 runs to Rox, pulled after 1 1/3 

By Maria Guardado 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- It was not a good day for Shohei Ohtani. 

Facing a lineup stocked with most of the Rockies' regulars, Ohtani was rocked for seven runs over 1 1/3 

innings in his fourth start on the mound Friday at Tempe Diablo Stadium. Ohtani gave up seven hits, 

including home runs to Ian Desmond and Nolan Arenado, while walking one and striking out three. 

The Angels had hoped Ohtani would be able to throw 75 pitches over four or five innings, but the two-

way phenom need 50 pitches to record four outs. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
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Friday represented Ohtani's biggest test against Major League hitters this spring, as his two previous 

outings had come in "B" games against Minor League competition. 

For the first inning, at least, Ohtani appeared to rise to the challenge. Ohtani opened the game by 

issuing a leadoff walk to Charlie Blackmon, but he needed only three pitches to retire DJ LeMahieu, who 

struck out looking on a nasty slider. After Arenado singled to put runners on first and third, Ohtani fired 

a 98-mph fastball past Trevor Story for his second strikeout. He emerged from the inning unscathed by 

inducing a 3-4-3 groundout from Gerardo Parra. 

But Ohtani was then forced to sit for an extended period as the Angels scored three runs off German 

Marquez in the bottom of the first. The long layoff seemed to affect the 23-year-old right-hander when 

he returned to the mound for the second, as he surrendered a leadoff home run to Desmond on a 2-0 

fastball and then hit Chris Iannetta on the hands. Mike Tauchman and Jordan Patterson followed with 

back-to-back singles to load the bases with no outs, and Blackmon tied the game with a two-run single 

up the middle. 

After another run-scoring single by LeMahieu, Arenado blasted a 3-2 pitch to left-center field for a 

three-run homer, extending Colorado's lead to 7-3. Ohtani struck out Story swinging before manager 

Mike Scioscia decided to lift him in favor of reliever Tyler Warmoth. 

Including the Minor League games, Ohtani has now allowed 17 runs (15 earned) on 18 hits over 8 1/3 

innings (16.20 ERA) in his four outings this spring. He hasn't fared much better as a hitter, going 2-for-20 

in Cactus League play. A month ago, Ohtani's spot on the Angels' Opening Day roster seemed all but 

guaranteed, but his struggles this spring have muddied his standing. 

Before the game, Scioscia deflected a question about whether Ohtani had something to show the Angels 

this spring to secure his spot on the Opening Day roster. 

"We're not going to get into roster decisions," Scioscia said. "I can only say that Shohei's talent is real. 

Obviously we believe in it. We anticipate him being ready to both pitch and hit when the season starts. 

And we're going to work hard to reach that goal from now until we start the season. That's what we're 

going to focus on." 

 

 
Jobs still up for grabs in bullpen, on bench 
 
Ramirez, Marte, Perez in mix; Valbuena passes citizenship test 

 
By Maria Guardado MLB.com @mi_guardado 
Mar. 16th, 2018 

 
TEMPE, Ariz. -- With less than two weeks to go until Opening Day, the Angels will soon be faced with 

tough roster decisions regarding players who are out of options. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/643565/mike-tauchman
http://m.mlb.com/player/641958/jordan-patterson
https://www.twitter.com/mi_guardado
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Cam Bedrosian, Blake Parker, Jose Alvarez and JC Ramirez are among the Angels who are on the 40-man 

roster and are out of options, but they are projected to earn spots on the Angels' pitching staff. Others 

are still fighting for the few jobs that remain up for grabs, including Noe Ramirez, Jefry Marte and Carlos 

Perez. 

Noe Ramirez is in the mix for the final bullpen spot and has enjoyed a strong spring so far, logging a 2.45 

ERA with nine strikeouts and two walks over 7 1/3 innings. The 28-year-old right-hander also impressed 

after being claimed off waivers from the Red Sox last summer, with a 2.16 ERA over 8 1/3 innings with 

the Angels in September. Rule 5 Draft pick Luke Bard, Felix Pena and Ian Krol are also candidates for the 

final relief job. 

 

Marte is competing for a bench job, but the Angels seem more likely to fill out their three-man bench 

with an infielder who can handle second base, such as Kaleb Cowart, Jose Miguel Fernandez or Nolan 

Fontana. Marte, who plays first and third base, has been slowed by a groin injury this spring but has 

batted .529 (9-for-17) in nine Cactus League games. 

Perez's odds of making the team currently appear slim, as Martin Maldonado and Rene Rivera are 

currently ahead of him on the depth chart at catcher. 

Alex Meyer is also out of options, but he will open the season on the 60-day disabled list, as he is 

expected to miss most of the 2018 campaign while recovering from shoulder surgery. 

The Angels optioned Jabari Blash to Triple-A Salt Lake and reassigned Jose Briceno, Francisco 

Arcia and Colin Walsh to Minor League camp after Friday's 18-6 loss to the Rockies. 

Valbuena gains American citizenship 

Luis Valbuena was back in the Angels clubhouse on Friday morning after passing his U.S. citizenship test 

in Orlando on Thursday. 

"I've been playing here in the United States for a lot of years," said Valbuena, who was born in 

Venezuela. "I already had a green card, so I wanted to take that next step, especially for my family and 

my kids." 

Valbuena said he had been studying for the exam throughout the spring, often listening to the questions 

at his locker before morning workouts. In the process, he learned a lot about American government and 

history, including Communism and the two World Wars. 

"Oh my god," Valbuena said. "I was going crazy. I studied a lot because I didn't want to fail or go back 

and take it again. I studied a lot here in the morning, every moment that I could. I wasn't listening to 

music, it was the questions. Thank God, it went well." 

A few minutes later, Valbuena's knowledge of U.S. presidential history was put to the test. 

"Luis, who was the 35th president of the United States?" Kole Calhoun asked. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/542208/carlos-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/542208/carlos-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/572703/luke-bard
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/571871/ian-krol
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-miguel-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/545337/nolan-fontana
http://m.mlb.com/player/545337/nolan-fontana
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/543542/alex-meyer
http://m.mlb.com/player/518466/jabari-blash
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/595023/colin-walsh
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
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"I forgot everything," Valbuena said. 

Pujols off 

Albert Pujols received a "recharge day" and was out of the lineup against the Rockies on Friday at Tempe 

Diablo Stadium. Pujols, 38, is 7-for-32 (.219) in 12 Cactus League games and has been re-acclimating to 

first base this spring. 

Camp battle 

Bedrosian and Parker, who are closing options for the Angels, had rocky showings against Colorado on 

Friday. Bedrosian, who had logged four scoreless innings to start the spring, gave up a two-run homer 

to Gerardo Parra while walking two and striking out two over two-thirds of an inning. Parker 

surrendered two runs on three hits over 1 1/3 innings and now has a 17.47 ERA in Cactus League action. 

JC's day 

With Shohei Ohtani on the mound for Friday's Cactus League game, JC Ramirez started a Minor League 

game against the Brewers at Angels camp and gave up two runs (one earned) on three hits over 4 2/3 

innings. Ramirez walked one and struck out eight in his fourth outing of the spring. 

Trout honored 

Before Friday's game, star center fielder Mike Trout was inducted into the Arizona Fall League's Hall of 

Fame. The AFL is regarded as the top developmental league for prospects, as clubs annually send their 

most promising young players to accelerate their development against strong competition. Trout played 

for the Scottsdale Scorpions in 2011, when he was ranked the top prospect in baseball. 

Up next 

Garrett Richards is scheduled to pitch in a Minor League game on Saturday, so left-hander John Lambwill 

get the start in the Angels' Cactus League game against the Mariners in Peoria. Lamb, a non-roster 

invitee who is projected to open the season at Triple-A Salt Lake, has recorded a 3.24 ERA over 8 1/3 

innings in four appearances this spring. First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. PT, and the game can be 

viewed on MLB.TV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/543424/john-lamb
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/17
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                 FROM ESPN.COM       

Shohei Ohtani bounced early vs. Rockies; Mike Scioscia preaches patience 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Shohei Ohtani was rocked for seven runs over 1 1/3 innings in his second spring training 

start for the Los Angeles Angels, allowing long home runs to Colorado's Ian Desmond and Nolan 

Arenado on Friday. 

The 23-year-old Japanese two-way star made his first big league exhibition appearance since Feb. 24, 

when he pitched 1 1/3 innings against Milwaukee and gave up Keon Broxton's home run leading off the 

second. 

Against the Rockies, Ohtani walked National League batting champion Charlie Blackmon leading off and 

allowed Arenado's one-out single before escaping the jam. 

Desmond homered starting the second, Ohtani hit Chris Iannetta with a pitch, Mike Tauchman singled 

and Jordan Patterson loaded the bases when his popup dropped for a single. 

Blackmon hit a two-run single, DJ LeMahieu reached on a run-scoring infield single for a 4-0 lead and 

Arenado hit a three-run homer. Ohtani struck out Trevor Story for the second time and was removed 

after allowing seven hits. 

Ohtani gave up six runs and five hits in three innings of a non-counting game against the Tijuana Toros 

of Mexico. In that game, he threw two wild pitches and hit two batters. 

Ohtani struck out six against Tijuana and eight on March 2 in a "B'' game against the Brewers, which was 

his best performance. He gave up two runs in 2 2/3 innings against Milwaukee. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia was asked before the game if Ohtani was guaranteed a major league 

roster spot regardless of what he does in spring training. 

"We're not going to get into roster decisions,'' Scioscia said. "I can only say that Shohei's talent is real. 

Obviously we believe in it. We anticipate him being ready to both pitch and hit when the season starts 

and we're going to work hard to reach that goal from now until we start the season.'' 

Scioscia had hoped for four or five innings and around 75 pitches. 

"We're looking at the process,'' Scioscia said. "We're looking at, on the pitching end, his pitch execution. 

If that's a little bit off is it a mechanical issue, is it just a release point issue. Spin rates, things like this 

that we know Shohei is capable of. That's how we're measuring him, and he's measuring where we 

would expect him to be. So we're not measuring him on ERA. We're not measuring him on how many 

guys he strikes out. There's different components of the lens we're looking at and it's all about that 

process.'' 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28561/chris-iannetta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33956/mike-tauchman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33953/jordan-patterson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
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Notes: 1B-DH Albert Pujols was given a "recharge day,'' Scioscia said, and was not with the team. ... OF 

Mike Trout was inducted into the Arizona Fall League Hall of Fame in a pregame ceremony. He played 

for the Scottsdale Scorpions in 2011. 

 

                 FROM SPORTING NEWS      

Three takeaways from Shohei Ohtani’s second start in MLB camp 

By Thomas Lott 

As much as Angels and Shohei Ohtani fans may have the urge to panic, now is not the time to freak out. 

Yes, Ohtani struggled for his second straight outing Friday, giving up seven runs and two home runs in 1 

1/3 innings pitched, but there is plenty to take from his performance and more than one thing he can 

improve upon. 

We will start with something so important it has to be said three times. 

1. Location, Location, Location 

Ohtani's entire start came down to location. Simply put, he could not locate in the second inning and it 

bit him. His first pitch was a ball to seven of the first eight batters he faced, and he allowed the first 

seven batters to reach base in the second inning. The 22-year-old struggled to locate to his glove side. 

When he missed, he often saw his fastball run away to his arm side. Ian Desmond homered to lead off 

the second on a pitch that was supposed to be on the outside corner and leaked over the middle of the 

plate. Then Ohtani missed with another fastball and hit Chris Iannetta. To succeed in MLB, a right-

handed pitcher must be able to locate pitches at the knees and on the outside corner to a right-handed 

batter. Ohtani didn't do that Friday. 

2. Breaking pitches were inconsistent 

Ohtani flashed a great curveball Friday, but he threw just one of them in one of Gerardo Parra's at-bats. 

His slider showed some flashes in the first inning, but that pitch did not initially break nearly as much as 

it did for Ohtani in Japan. 

This is where the adjustments come in. Ohtani can fix these issues with his breaking pitches simply by 

throwing the MLB baseball more. Once he learns the seams of the ball better he will be able to break off 

the pitches he used to. For now, he does not have that feel, and he is throwing spinners as a result. One 

positive is that's not affecting his velocity, as he was throwing his fastball 96-98 mph on Friday. 

3. A little bit of bloomin' luck 
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The Rockies hit the ball hard Friday, make no mistake about that. Desmond's home run went out of the 

stadium and Nolan Arenado's was also a no-doubter, but the Rockies did hit a couple of Texas Leaguers 

and had some seeing-eye singles that extended the second inning. 

Ohtani did get hit hard, but he had some bad luck, too, and that should not go unnoticed. 

 

 

                 FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

Maybe Shohei Ohtani should start the season in the minors 

By Mike Oz 

The Shohei Ohtani Show has been grossly underwhelming thus far. Sure, it’s just spring training and 

usually these games don’t matter too much, but it’s getting harder and harder to ignore the struggles 

that Ohani is having adapting to Major League Baseball. 

Ohtani, the 23-year-old phenom dubbed the Japanese Babe Ruth because he can pitch and hit, was one 

of the biggest stories of the offseason, picking the Angels and hoping to play as both a pitcher and DH. 

The results thus far? Meh. 

He’s already shown that as a hitter he can’t keep up with big-league pitching. But at least he was a good 

pitcher, right? After his start Friday, it’s fair to doubt that too. The Colorado Rockies torched Ohtani on 

Friday, scoring seven runs against him in the second inning, including two homers. In total, Ohtani gave 

up seven hits, got only four outs and didn’t make it out of the second inning, even though he was 

scheduled to go deeper into the game. Ouch. 

His spring stats thus far, aren’t thrilling: Shohei Ohtani's spring so far: 8 1/3 innings, 18 hits, 17 runs, 15 

earned runs, 19 strikeouts, 3 walks, 4 HRs.  

That’s a 16.21 ERA for those keeping spring stats at home. And if you are, Ohtani prefers you didn’t. 

While Ohtani shows great stuff at times, he also has a tough time getting big-league hitters out. And 

let’s be honest here: Sometimes 23-year-old pitchers have that problem, whether they’re Japanese stars 

coming to America or they’ve come up through the normal MLB pipeline. 

If Ohtani were another 23-year-old Angels rookie, we all know what would happen: He’d start the 

season in Triple-A. But the Angels would have quite a bit of egg on their face if they did that — just 

because the hype has been so massive. There would be no shame in that, though. Starting the season in 

Triple-A doesn’t make Ohtani a bust, if it’s the best thing for him as a player, which should be the Angels’ 

chief concern. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/verdict-shohei-ohtanis-bat-not-good-023611674.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/pitch-shohei-ohtani-made-internet-lose-mind-000322400.html?soc_src=mail&soc_trk=ma
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Ohtani needs more seasoning on both ends of his game. The Angels would benefit from it long-term and 

so would Ohtani. A move like that could even stall his major-league service clock for a bit. But this 

wouldn’t be service-time manipulation, it would be aiding a player who is showing that he needs it. 

It would be quite a surprise if the Angels did send Ohtani to the minors, but after Friday’s outing, maybe 

it’s for the best. 

 

Ohtani rocked for seven runs in training start 

Los Angeles (AFP) - Japanese two-way star Shohei Ohtani surrendered seven runs in 1 1/3 innings in a 

spring training start for the Los Angeles Angels against the Colorado Rockies on Friday in Arizona. 

The 23-year-old right-handed pitcher, whose power at the plate has sparked comparisons to iconic 

slugger-pitcher Babe Ruth, gave up seven hits -- including home runs to Ian Desmond and Nolan 

Arenado, while walking one and striking out three. 

He needed 50 pitches to record four outs in his biggest test against Major League hitters since arriving 

Stateside this year. 

Ohtani started well enough, holding the Rockies scoreless in the first inning. 

But he gave up a leadoff homer to Desmond to start the second then hit Chris Iannetta. 

Mike Tauchman and Jordan Patterson belted back-to-back singles to load the bases with no outs 

and Charlie Blackmon hit a two-run single to tie the game. 

After another run-scoring single by D.J. LeMahieu, Arenado connected for a three-run homer that put 

the rockies up 7-3 and after he produced one more strikeout Ohtani was pulled by Angels manager Mike 

Scioscia pulled him. 

Prior to the game, Scioscia sidestepped a question about whether Ohtani had work to do to secure his 

spot on the Angels' Opening Day roster. 

"We're not going to get into roster decisions," Scioscia said. "I can only say that Shohei's talent is real. 

Obviously we believe in it. We anticipate him being ready to both pitch and hit when the season starts." 

 

 

 

 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/col/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8589/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7845/
https://sports.yahoo.com/ncaaf/players/200025/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8957/
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Angels' Ohtani not assured Opening Day roster spot 
 

Shohei Ohtani's adjustment to Major League Baseball is off to a rough start, and it could cost him a spot 
on the Los Angeles Angels' Opening Day roster. 

Ohtani was shelled in his spring outing against the Colorado Rockies on Friday. The 23-year-old looked 
dominant in pitching out of a jam in the first inning, striking out two, before imploding in the second, 
allowing seven runs, including two home runs. He gave up six hits in the frame, hit a batter and had a 
strikeout before being pulled. 

The Angels had hoped for 75 pitches and four to five innings from Ohtani; instead, they got 50 pitches 
and 1 1/3 innings. After the game, general manager Billy Eppler said the team is still evaluating the right-
hander and hasn't assured him a roster spot out of camp. 

"It's too early to make a judgment right now," Eppler said, via the Los Angeles Times. "I know there's an 
inherent human desire to want to know. We're intellectually curious. But often times, you have to allow 
things to develop a little bit before getting to that point of trying to figure something out." 

The stats don't tell a pretty story for Ohtani. The Japanese two-way star has a 16.20 ERA in four games -- 
two Cactus League contests, a B game against minor leaguers and an exhibition against Mexico's Tijuana 
Toros -- surrendering 15 earned runs and 18 hits, including four homers, in 8 1/3 innings. He also hasn't 
produced at the plate, sporting a .100 average (2-for-20) and looking uncomfortable against inside 
fastballs and breaking pitches. 

"With his tool package, his ability and his athleticism, he's an elite-level prospect," Eppler said. "He's not 
a finished product. Players who are 23 rarely are. 

"He has performed at the highest level that is not major league baseball -- those are the only knowns. 
It's just like a club that is sitting on another elite prospect who has dominated at Triple-A level and 
hasn't played in the big leagues yet." 

Both manager Mike Scioscia and pitching coach Charles Nagy deflected when asked if Ohtani could start 
the year in the minors. If Ohtani is sent to Triple-A, the Angels could delay his free agency by keeping 
him there for the first 15 days of the major league season. 

Scioscia noted the inconsistency in Friday's outing but believes the hurler's stuff is picking up. 
Meanwhile, Eppler has praised Ohtani's determination. 

"We're looking at results through a different lens than a lot of you guys," Scioscia said. "We're looking at 
his pitch execution. If that's a little off, was it a mechanical issue, a release-point issue? Spin rates, things 
like that. We're not measuring him on ERA, how many guys he strikes out." 

 

 

 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/col/


March 17, 2018  Page 16 of 30 
 

       FROM FANRAG SPORTS NETWORK      

Trout and Harper listed as MVP favorites 

By Tommy Stokke 

Mike Trout and Bryce Harper, a pair of former MVPs, have opened as the favorites to win the Most 

Valuable Player award in their respective leagues. 

According to odds released by Bovada, Trout (9-4) and Harper (3-1) are the names on top. Trout leads 

Jose Altuve (6-1), Carlos Correa (12-1), Francisco Lindor (12-1) and Giancarlo Stanton (12-1) in the 

American League. Harper is the favorite over Kris Bryant (3-1), Nolan Arenado (4-1), Paul Goldschmidt 

(8-1), and Joey Votto (8-1) in the National League. 

Trout already has two MVPs, has an argument for four MVPs and probably would’ve won last year if he 

didn’t miss more than 40 games with an injury. He hit 33 homers with a league-best 1.071 OPS and a 6.6 

WAR in 2017. As long as he’s healthy he’ll be the favorite with injury and surprise candidates the only 

objects in the way. 

Harper enters his final year before free agency with big expectations. He won the MVP in 2015 but his 

numbers dipped in 2016 as he played through injury. He bounced back in 2017 with 29 homers and a 

1.008 OPS but only played in 111 games due to injury. He suffered a bit of a freak injury after slipping on 

a base resulting in a significant bone bruise, so there’s no recurring injury to necessarily worry about this 

season. 

Altuve and Correa come in behind Trout, but teammates usually run the risk of stealing votes from each 

other. Altuve won last year, so if Correa takes another leap he could be the Astros candidate this year. 

Stanton joins the Yankees this year after winning the NL MVP with the Marlins last season. 

Other American League notables: Aaron Judge (18-1), Manny Machado (20-1), Mookie Betts and J.D. 

Martinez (25-1), Chris Sale (50-1), Shohei Ohtani (100-1. 

Bryant was the MVP in 2016 and was considered to have a down year in 2017 although his numbers 

were similar. Arenado’s finished in the top five in each of the past two seasons but often isn’t given 

credit for his numbers due to Coors Field. Goldschmidt was arguably the MVP before a dismal 

September and many thought Votto deserved the award last year over Stanton. 

Other National League notables: Cody Bellinger (10-1), Clayton Kershaw (30-1), Eric Hosmer (50-1), Rhys 

Hoskins (60-1), Evan Longoria (100-1), Ronald Acuna Jr. (250-1). 
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                 FROM FOX SPORTS WEST      

Los Angeles Angels: FOX Sports West announces 2018 broadcast, streaming sked 

FOX Sports West, in partnership with the Los Angeles Angels, today announced broadcast plans of 

approximately 148 Angels games during the 2018 season. 

Coverage begins Opening Day Thursday, March 29 vs. the Oakland Athletics. 

For a complete Angels 2018 Regular Season Schedule on FOX Sports West, FOX Sports and FOX Sports 

1, click here. 

Returning to the booth, Victor Rojas enters his ninth season calling play-by-play alongside Mark Gubicza, 

who enters his 12th year providing color commentary. 

‘Angels Live’ pre-game and post-game shows return, bookending every home and road telecast this 

season on FOX Sports West, to provide in-depth analysis, interviews and more. Patrick O’Neal and Kent 

French return to the half-hour show, rotating at the host position, while José Mota, Tim Salmon and 

Gubicza offer expert analysis, and Alex Curry provides player interviews and reports. 

Going beyond game coverage, ‘Angels Weekly’ returns for a ninth season to offer exclusive content and 

behind-the-scenes access surrounding the Angels organization. The half-hour program will air every 

Friday throughout the regular season beginning April 6. 

Additionally, a one-hour ‘Angels Season Preview Special’ will debut on March 25 at 4:30PM, ahead of 

the Dodgers vs. Angels exhibition game on FOX Sports West, with an encore showing at 9:30PM. 

All Angels games produced by FOX Sports West, FOX Sports and FOX Sports 1 will again be available 

for live streaming on FOX Sports GO. The FOX Sports GO app is currently available for iOS, Apple TV, 

Android, Android TV, Chromecast, Fire tablets and Fire phones, Roku players and Roku TV, Xbox One, 

select Windows devices, and online at FOXSportsGO.com. Fans can download the mobile app for free 

from the iTunes App Store, Google Play, Amazon App Store and Windows Store. 

 

                  FROM THE ATHLETIC      

As Ohtani's struggles continue, is starting the season at Triple A a possibility? 
 
By Pedro Moura 

 
TEMPE, Ariz. — Shohei Ohtani has not thrown 200 in-game pitches on American soil. He has not pitched 
into the fourth inning, on the back fields or in a main stadium. He has not done anything, really. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-angels-team
https://www.foxsports.com/west/story/los-angeles-angels-full-2018-television-schedule-fox-sports-west-031618
https://twitter.com/VictorRojas
https://twitter.com/Markgubicza
https://twitter.com/Patrick_ONeal
https://twitter.com/KentFrench
https://twitter.com/KentFrench
https://twitter.com/JoseMota05
https://twitter.com/TimSalmon15
https://twitter.com/Alex_Curry
https://www.foxsportsgo.com/
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And yet he has struggled enough that it has become fair to question whether he deserves to start the 
season in Class AAA. One month ago, such a premise was laughable. Then Ohtani began to face 
opposing hitters, and they began to hit him hard.  

Friday marked his worst start yet. Facing a full-strength Colorado Rockies lineup at Tempe Diablo 
Stadium, Ohtani started smoothly but lost control in his second inning. His velocity dropped 3-5 mph, 
and he could not record an out while seven Rockies stepped up to bat and scored. Thirty pitches into the 
inning, 50 into his afternoon, Ohtani exited to deepened doubt. 

“He’s just 23 years old,” said one National League scout in attendance Friday. “Maybe he shouldn’t start 
in the major leagues.” 

Thirteen days remain until opening day. If Ohtani is to be part of the opening-day rotation, he can start 
only twice more until then. Now, what precisely is the point of keeping him here to begin the season? 

We know now how ridiculous it is to obsess over opening-day roster choices. The last man cut is hardly 
less likely to contribute over 162 subsequent games than the last man to make a roster. 

In recent days, manager Mike Scioscia has pivoted questions about Ohtani’s opening-day readiness into 
an answer about practicing a sound process — preparing to pitch well, accepting the vagaries of pitching 
results. He described Ohtani’s own demeanor as “pragmatic.” 

“Results, we’re looking at results through a different lens than a lot of you guys are,” he said 
before Friday’s game. “We’re looking at the process. It’s all about that process. He’s doing fine.” 

Queried again after the game, Scioscia said the question of whether Ohtan would start with the big 
league club was being asked to “the wrong guy.” Pitching coach Charles Nagy, too, said it was not up to 
him to decide if Ohtani would make the roster. 

No matter what they claim, both men will be involved in any discussion, as will general manager Billy 
Eppler. It stands to reason, too, that Ohtani would be part of a potential conversation. Players do not 
typically get to argue their case for inclusion on a roster, but this case is different: The Angels wooed 
Ohtani in part by assuring him he’d be a part of every decision involving him, beginning with the hiring 
of his interpreter. 

“A lot of what we can do with him is gonna be based on his input,” Eppler said in December, days after 
Ohtani signed. When he was asked then if he could guarantee Ohtani would be on his opening-day 
roster, Eppler laughed heartily before saying he could not. 

“I think he felt that he was always going to be empowered in the discussion, involved in the discussion,” 
Eppler said. “He knows our commitment to his development. We know he's not a finished product.” 

Major League Baseball is full of finished products. Nothing so far has indicated Ohtani cannot become 
one in time and eventually succeed in the majors. He has proved he possesses elite secondary pitches 
and prodigious power. He has not demonstrated an ability to perform better than the Angels’ 
alternatives right now, as a pitcher or as a 2-for-20 hitter, despite the team’s tactics to fit their roster 
better around him. 

Take Friday: He was great in the first inning, pumping fastballs up to 98 mph, spinning sliders that the 
Rockies took for called strikes. He needed 20 pitches to finish it scoreless. While the Angels scored three 
times in the bottom of the inning, he headed behind the dugout to throw against a net, keeping his arm 
warm. 
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Still, something clearly changed in the second inning. He attributed it to a diminished arm speed. Each of 
his pitches sunk in velocity, according to multiple scouts in attendance. He lost the ability to place his 
breaking balls where he wanted them. He depended on his fastball when he needed a strike, and both 
Ian Desmond and Nolan Arenado capitalized to launch home runs. Three of the other four hits were far 
more softly struck. 

“Maybe the luck wasn’t on my side a little bit in some of those hits,” Ohtani said through his interpreter 
Ippei Mizuhara. 

Ten of the 16 balls put into play against Ohtani this spring, excluding home runs, have fallen in for hits. 
The expected amount would be about half of that, which would lessen the monstrosity that is his 16.20 
ERA across his four starts. 

Uniformly, scouts polled believe that Ohtani’s pitches will play at the major-league level. It’s not as if he 
wouldn’t be capable of success if he were thrust into the opening-day rotation. It’s not as if they believe 
the pressure of the major leagues will get to him; pressure appears to have little effect on him. 

The issue is more this: Can he find his hitting timing and his pitching consistency at the same time and in 
no more than two weeks? His pitch count could also be a problem. The Angels had hoped he’d reach 
75 Friday to launch himself to 90 in his next start, the standard baseline for starters. Scioscia said Ohtani 
threw three more simulated innings in the bullpen after his 50, but his established stamina is in doubt. 

Of course, there’s an added benefit to any time spent with the Angels’ affiliate in Salt Lake City: If Ohtani 
is called up after April 12, the Angels will gain control over him for another year — 2024, his age-29 
season. If he becomes what they believe he will, that extra season would easily be worth an extra $30 
million in surplus value to the team. 

The decision to demote him would be justifiable, based on his spring training. The short-term impact 
could be great, the long-term perhaps even better. 

But it would be a decision based on a few hundred pitches thrown and a hundred seen, all in spring. 

“It’s spring training,” Desmond said. “We’re all working on stuff. Unfortunately, he’s gotta do it in front 
of the world.” 

 

  

Sarris: Six American League pitchers to watch this season 
 
By Eno Sarris 
 
I've been accused of “next big pitcher-ism” in the past, a punch that didn't land. It isn't that I'm not 

looking for the next big pitcher — on the contrary, since I play fantasy baseball and love pitching in 

particular, I'm always on the lookout — it's just that I see no reason to apologize for doing it. 

Pitching is so hard to nail down in the numbers, so it's the best place to use our own eyes and intuition 

to try and spot something special happening for a young pitcher. Seems like a wholesome pursuit to me. 

Let's look at six young pitchers in the American League, since we looked at the National League last 

week. 

Trevor Bauer, Indians 

https://theathletic.com/265951/2018/03/09/sarris-six-national-league-pitchers-to-watch-this-season/
https://theathletic.com/265951/2018/03/09/sarris-six-national-league-pitchers-to-watch-this-season/
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If you haven't read Bauer's conversation with Zack Meisel yet, go do it now. 

Now you know why the pitcher is endlessly fascinating despite a career ERA over four. I mean, the guy 

already had one of the best curveballs in the game, and had a beast of a second half last year (3.01 ERA 

with a lower homer rate) due to throwing the curveball more often (33 percent late, vs. 25 percent 

early). Now he's talking about adding a slider that looks like the one thrown by Corey Kluber or Marcus 

Stroman? Sign me up. 

If a key part of pitching well is having pitches go in different directions, this slider could be the missing 

piece for Bauer. He has a riding four-seam fastball that's hard and works well high in the zone. He has a 

good two-seam fastball with fade that he can move from side to side. His curve has the second-most 

drop in baseball and above-average velocity. A hard pitch that could cut towards the lefty and away 

from the righty would fulfill a need. 

It could lead to weaker contact and fewer home runs, which are the two things that are keeping Bauer 

from a mid-threes ERA. It's certainly not the strikeouts that are missing. 

Kyle Gibson, Twins 

There's a video clue to why Kyle Gibson might break out this year. It might not wow you, but it's 

important. 

By movement, it's no big deal: 94 mph is only just above average these days. It's a whiff, but someone 

else might hit it. Someone who, perhaps, wasn't looking for the two-seam. Because it's been the two-

seam that has buttered Gibson's bread in the past, and this new four-seam has been the rug that tied 

the room together. 

Throwing the four-seam more regularly has not only given batters another pitch to prepare for, it has 

put them in swing mode more often because it's in the zone more often. Getting pitches in the zone 

more often was a point of focus between Gibson and his front office, with former pitcher Jeremy Hefner 

acting as the go-between. 

The result? 

“I don’t want to punch myself in the face near as much,” Gibson told our Dan Hayes when he detailed 

the process and the new results. Maybe we can believe in that 3.41 ERA that he put up after August 5th 

last year, which is the date after which he nearly doubled his four-seam usage (17 percent before, 28 

percent after). 

Andrew Heaney, Angels 

Here's a table for you on Heaney. It shows how Heaney's pitches rank among starters. 

 

https://theathletic.com/250092/2018/03/05/trevor-bauer-details-the-process-behind-creating-his-new-slider-and-explains-why-hes-close-to-reaching-his-full-potential/
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=pit&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=9,d
https://theathletic.com/262924/2018/03/06/kyle-gibson-twins-evolved-into-a-more-dangerous-version-of-himself/
https://theathletic.com/262924/2018/03/06/kyle-gibson-twins-evolved-into-a-more-dangerous-version-of-himself/
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This is fascinating. Each pitch is super strange. 

The norm for sinkers is to seek out a low-spin pitch with lots of fade and sink. Heaney spits in the face of 

that and has a sinker that rises more than your average four-seamer, and rises more than all but two 

lefty sinkers in the game. But he still has above-average fade, and last year, after coming back from 

surgery, showed above-average velocity. 

The norm for curves is to seek high-spin, high-velocity, high-drop hammers that fall off the table. Heaney 

has that velo, but not that spin, and none of the movement. It looks kind of like a slider in the numbers. 

It's his best pitch by results, and got more whiffs per swing (59 percent) than any other lefty starter's 

curve did last year. 

Then there's the changeup, where you want a good velocity gap (check), good drop (check) and fade 

(nope). The good news here is that last year represented the largest velocity gap between the fastball 

and the changeup of his career. The pitch could be improving. 

Add in a potential improvement in control through being another year removed from Tommy John, and 

we should see better results from Heaney this year. The results this spring haven't been great so far, but 

it's a small sample, and in the numbers that stabilize quicker, he's at least on the good side: 

Minimum 8 innings so far, spring k9 leaders 
1) Bumgarner (15.2) 
2) Hendricks 
3) Flaherty  
4) Scherzer 
5) Heaney 
6) Whalen 
7) Kluber 
8) Leiter 
9) Martes 
10) Verlander 
11) Syndergaard 
12) Wheeler 
13) Bauer (12.4) 
 
One of those lists that’s mostly duh and also some huh. 
 
There is one fundamental that's usually true in baseball, and definitely true for spin: Weird is good. And 

Heaney's pitches are weird. 

Matt Boyd, Tigers 

Boyd begins with a beast of a four-seamer (especially given its meh velocity), a plus changeup, and a 

couple of breaking balls he's been trying to figure out for a while. Last year, though, he dropped his arm 

angle a bit, and things started to come into focus for the lefty. 

“All of a sudden I started getting consistent movement,” Boyd told me last year. 

http://www.brooksbaseball.net/velo.php?player=571510&b_hand=-1&gFilt=&pFilt=FA|SI|FC|CU|SL|CS|KN|CH|FS|SB&time=month&minmax=ci&var=z0&s_type=2&startDate=03/30/2007&endDate=03/15/2018
http://www.brooksbaseball.net/velo.php?player=571510&b_hand=-1&gFilt=&pFilt=FA|SI|FC|CU|SL|CS|KN|CH|FS|SB&time=month&minmax=ci&var=z0&s_type=2&startDate=03/30/2007&endDate=03/15/2018
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That consistency led the pitcher to separate the two breaking balls better. Take note of the distance 

between the lines that represent the horizontal movement of the slider and the curve below. 

 

In the second half, Boyd went to the curve more often because he was confident in the movement. 

“My curveball has gotten to the point where I can command it more and it's firmer, and now I can 

backdoor it, backfoot it,” he said last July, and the numbers back him up. The second half last year was 

the first time you would squint at the curve's results and see an average pitch. 

In the meantime, the slider has been a fine surprise, a fourth pitch with above-average results on below 

average movement and velocity. Add it all up and you have two plus pitches and two average pitches 

and a guy that had an average FIP in the second half last year. An average major league pitcher would be 

a great thing for a Tigers squad trying to build a staff for the future. 

Joe Biagini, Blue Jays 

In the era of the five-inning starter, the 100-inning swing man is becoming more important every year. 

Someone needs to be the bridge between the multiple-inning guys and the multiple-batter guys, and in 

Toronto that someone is probably Joe Biagini. 

This former Rule 5 pickup came over from the Giants and showed surprising velocity, even when 

starting, and brought with him his established four-pitch mix. That mix is a blessing and a curse, in more 

ways than one. 

Dr. Mike Sonne has detailed how Biagini is very predictable despite the mix, because he doesn't rely on 

the fastball much in the early going. That seems solvable as soon as it's communicated as a concern to 

the cerebral starter, who's always looking at the numbers to improve his game. 

A longer-term struggle has come in the form of his cutter. 

“I've been trying to make sure I'm getting on top of the ball better and getting the ball down, and that's 

been changing my arm angle a little bit, and so now I've made an adjustment to my changeup, which is 

improving, but now I've got to work on my cutter, which has changed shape,” Biagini told me mid-year 

last year. “I want that quick, late, tight movement downward toward the lefty's back foot.” 

Biagini's changeup was his best pitch by whiffs last year. By the end of the year, he got his old 

movement on the cutter back, which gave him a second secondary pitch with an above-average whiff 

rate. The curve allowed a .197 average last year (.553 OPS), so it's good for weak contact. 

If the righty can continue to refine that cutter, and become less predictable, he may even end up in the 

rotation. Either way, he'll be the glue for that staff. 

https://theathletic.com/272563/2018/03/16/sonne-where-did-blue-jays-pitcher-joe-biaginis-stuff-go-wrong/
http://www.brooksbaseball.net/velo.php?player=607352&b_hand=-1&time=month&minmax=ci&var=z0&s_type=2&startDate=03/30/2007&endDate=03/15/2018&gFilt=&pFilt=FA


March 17, 2018  Page 23 of 30 
 

A.J. Puk, Athletics 

No pitcher made me sit up and take notice this spring training like A.J. Puk did. I have one video on my 

phone from behind home plate and it belongs to the A's lefty. 

That Puk, he hides it well. The ball comes flying out of his ear at the last minute and looks like it's 

heading for the batter's back foot. That works really well for his breaking ball and fastball, which are 

Puk's best features if you ask many scouts. 

But I also saw some high-grade changeups. There's only one game of pitch tracking data on the pitch, 

but it looks like it could be average or better in all dimensions. In fact, it makes for a fun debate about 

which of his pitches is his best. That's a debate that his minor league pitching coach, Steve Connelly, 

touched on in a Q&A with Melissa Lockard earlier this offseason. 

“You could argue that his changeup is his best pitch,” he told The Athletic. “I think most people in our 

organization would agree with the fact that his changeup is his best pitch. But he needed to develop a 

breaking ball, as well. And so he learned a slider in Instructional League and everyone was hopeful that it 

would be there for him during the season, and it exceeded that. A lot of people might even put his slider 

as being his best pitch.” 

Before yesterday's start, Manager Bob Melvin told Lockard that he had been really impressed with Puk's 

changeup so far this spring. 

“You don’t expect him to throw it in off counts like he was in the last game,” Melvin said of the pitch. 

“Hopefully, he’s ahead in the count, but he has that in his back pocket. Now with the slider and the 

curveball, it’s a full compliment of pitches where last year we didn’t see that. During the course of last 

year, he established all that. I’ve kind of praised Gil (Patterson) multiple times where maybe it looked 

like to us maybe reliever stuff, it’s definitely a starter right now. I’ve been impressed every time he’s 

been out.” 

Of course he went out in yesterday's game and showed that his command may not be quite ready yet, 

walking three against one strikeout in less than three innings of work. 

The timeline and the visuals are still very exciting, and he answers a lot of questions. He just developed 

this plus breaking ball this year? And his third best pitch might be his best pitch? And he throws in the 

mid-90s with deception and movement? And his team desperately needs starting pitching now? 

Fantasy mavens and Oakland fans alike should be into Puk. This lefty with stuff will be in the majors 

before long, even if he doesn't break camp with the major leaguers. 

 

 

      FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Angels' Shohei Ohtani gives up seven runs against Rockies 
 

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/top-23-prospects-oakland-athletics/
https://theathletic.com/214729/2018/01/18/as-minor-league-pitching-coach-steve-connelly-on-a-j-puk-logan-shore-and-many-more/
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TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — Shohei Ohtani was rocked for seven runs over 1 1/3 innings in his second major 

league spring training start for the Los Angeles Angels, allowing long home runs to the Colorado 

Rockies' Ian Desmond and Nolan Arenado on Friday. 

The 23-year-old Japanese two-way star was making his first big league exhibition appearance since Feb. 

24, when he pitched 1 1/3 innings against the Milwaukee Brewers and gave up Keon Broxton's home run 

leading off the second. 

Against the Rockies, he walked NL batting champion Charlie Blackmon leading off and allowed Arenado's 

one-out single before escaping the jam. 

Desmond homered starting the second, Ohtani hit Chris Iannetta with a pitch, Mike Tauchman singled 

and Jordan Patterson loaded the bases when his popup dropped for a single. 

Blackmon hit a two-run single, DJ LeMahieu reached on a run-scoring infield single for a 4-0 lead and 

Arenado hit a three-run homer. Ohtani struck out Trevor Story for the second time and was removed 

after allowing seven hits. 

Ohtani gave up six runs and five hits in three innings of a non-counting game against the Tijuana Toros 

of Mexico. In that game, he threw two wild pitches and hit two batters. 

Ohtani struck out six against Tijuana and eight on March 2 in a “B” game against the Brewers, which was 

his best performance. He gave up two runs in 2 2/3 innings against Milwaukee. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia was asked before the game if Ohtani was guaranteed a major league 

roster spot regardless of what he does in spring training. 

“We’re not going to get into roster decisions,” Scioscia said. “I can only say that Shohei’s talent is real. 

Obviously we believe in it. We anticipate him being ready to both pitch and hit when the season starts 

and we’re going to work hard to reach that goal from now until we start the season.” 

Scioscia had hoped for four or five innings and around 75 pitches. 

“We’re looking at the process,” Scioscia said. “We’re looking at, on the pitching end, his pitch execution. 

If that’s a little bit off is it a mechanical issue, is it just a release point issue. Spin rates, things like this 

that we know Shohei is capable of. That’s how we’re measuring him, and he’s measuring where we 

would expect him to be. So we’re not measuring him on ERA. We’re not measuring him on how many 

guys he strikes out. There’s different components of the lens we’re looking at and it’s all about that 

process.” 

 

       FROM FORBES.COM       
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Shohei Ohtani's Tough Spring Continues For The Angels On The Mound, At The 
Plate 
 
Barry M. Bloom 

 

A very tough spring for Japanese sensation Shohei Ohtani reached critical mass on Friday. The right-
hander, who signed with the Los Angeles Angels in the offseason to much fanfare, was blasted for seven 
runs on six hits during the second inning alone by a bevy of Colorado Rockies hitters at Tempe Diablo 
Stadium. 

Ohtani, who came over from Japan in an attempt to become the first two-way player in the Major 
Leagues since Babe Ruth, has melted down in the heat as a pitcher and hitter more like Baby Ruth, the 
once and future candy bar named after the Babe. 

The club is facing the increased possibility that Ohtani will have to start the season at Triple-A Salt Lake 
City to work out some of his mechanical problems. For instance, after a perfectly acceptable first inning 
on Friday in which his velocity reached 98 miles per hour, Ohtani started seven of the eight batters in 
the second inning with a ball, falling immediately behind in the count. 

“You saw the electric stuff that he threw and then the inconsistencies,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia 
said after his club lost 18-6 in Tempe, Ariz. “His stuff is picking up at this point. Harnessing it, at this 
point, is the issue.” 

Likewise, as the designated hitter against Major League pitching, Ohtani is 2-for-20 with no extra base 
hits. He has had immense problems facing breaking balls and in the batter’s box constantly moves his 
feet. 

Considering all the hype, no one could have imagined Ohtani failing to make the 25-man opening night 
roster when his first Major League camp opened in February. But he has looked like any other non-
roster player trying to make the team rather than the phenom as advertised. 

“I’m not trying to worry about all that stuff now,” Ohtani said through his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara. 
“I’m just trying to do what I can do each day. That’s up to the manager and the front office to decide. I 
don’t have much say in that.” 

Certainly, sponsorships and ticket sales have increased since Ohtani signed with the Angels, a team 
spokesman said, declining to cite any precise figures. There also has been a huge uptick in interest from 
the Japanese community in Los Angeles and Orange County. But that won’t impact the baseball 
decision, regarding adding Ohtani to the Major League roster. 

From the point of view of baseball operations, the Angels are satisfied with the way he’s been accepted 
in the clubhouse. There have been golf outings and numerous dinners out. The camaraderie has been 
excellent, general manager Billy Eppler said. 

As far as performances go, Eppler said he’s more concerned with the process than the results. 
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“And the process has been good,” Eppler said. 

Now the results have to catch up. 

In his two Cactus League starts on the mound vs. the Brewers and Rockies, he has allowed eight runs on 
nine hits, including three homers in 2 2/3 innings. In two “B” games against the Brewers and the 
Mexican League Tijuana Toros, he allowed an additional eight runs in 5 2/3 innings. 

His ERA for the two Cactus League games is 27.00. That’s not what you want. His spring totals: 17 runs 
(15 earned) on 18 hits (four homers), three walks, two batters hit by pitches and 19 strikeouts, eight of 
them Milwaukee minor Leaguers in a March 2 “B” game. 

Ohtani will have one more pitching start late next week before the Angels break camp after the game 
against Arizona on March 24. The season opens at Oakland on March 29. Scioscia noted  there were 
several options, but wouldn't name a date and a place. 

Ohtani said his goal is to be ready for the opener. 

“Whether it’s hitting or pitching I’m going to do my best in every at bat or outing, every pitch I make,” 
Ohtani said. “I’m just like every other player. It’s the same here as it is over in Japan. I’m not worried 
about all these things. I’m just going to keep doing my things.” 

No question, the Rockies lineup was by far the most formidable he has faced so far. In the fateful 
second, he allowed a lead-off homer to Ian Desmond and a three-run shot by Nolan Arenado. The top 
three Colorado hitters – Charlie Blackmon, DJ LeMahieu and Arenado – were on base five of the six 
times they faced Ohtani in the opening innings. 

As a hitter, he has been bested by top flight Major League pitchers Zack Godley of the D-backs, Clayton 
Kershaw of the Dodgers, Homer Bailey of the Reds, and Corey Kluber of the Indians. All of them have 
made the left-handed hitting Ohtani look foolish with a bevy of breaking pitches. 

In his defense, because of ankle and leg injuries, last season the 23-years old Ohtani only made five 
starts covering 25 1/3 innings, pitching for the Nippon-Ham Fighters in the Nippon Professional Baseball 
League. He had just 202 at bats. 

Ohtani chose the Angels from among seven Major League finalists and was paid a $2.315 million signing 
bonus, plus the big-league minimum player salary of $545,000 this season. The Angels also had to pay 
the Fighters a $20 million posting fee in exchange for Ohtani’s rights. 

He had surgery to remove a bone chip from his right ankle after the 2017 season and was diagnosed 
with a slight tear of the ulnar ligament in his right elbow. The news was leaked from his universal 
medical report after he signed with the Angels and Eppler subsequently said the team was satisfied with 
his physical condition. 

The Angels have devised a six-man rotation for Ohtani to match his workload in Japan. When he was 
healthy during his five-year tenure with the Fighters, he pitched every six days and DHed in the three 
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middle games between mound starts. For just-in-case purposes, the other five Angels starters have been 
working this spring on the normal four days of rest. 

To Ohtani, it's still a go. He went down to the bullpen and threw the equivalent of three innings 
after  coming out of Friday’s game, Scioscia said. Plans for Ohtani haven’t changed. 

“We haven’t made any cuts yet, so we’re planning on a six-man rotation,” Scioscia said. “Just like any 
starting pitcher, we look at a target date to get him ready and we still feel that way with Shohei.” 

Scioscia declined to speculate whether that target date will be met the weekend the Angels open in 
Oakland, or in Salt Lake City. 

 

                 FROM THE KYODO NEWS      

Baseball: Ohtani a good fit with Angels but has long way to go 
 
By Jim Allen 

Now that slugging pitcher Shohei Ohtani has reached the promised land, it's time for him to make good 
on his promise -- although the day that happens appears some way off. 

Despite the velocity of his fastball in Japan and his booming batting practice missile launches in Arizona, 
American baseball fans are wondering when or if the hype about "Japan's Babe Ruth" will be justified in 
the major leagues. 

Through his first three weeks in spring training and exhibition games, pitcher Ohtani has shown flashes 
of brilliance when able to adjust to the unfamiliar mound. But his progress with the bat has been slow. 

Ohtani has been a huge hit, however, with his teammates. His smile and presence in the Los Angeles 
Angels spring training clubhouse in Tempe, Arizona, has made a solid impression. 

"He's always joking, laughing, talking. He wants to learn English so fast. He's a nice kid. He's fun. We all 
like him," catcher Rene Rivera told reporters after a March 2 game in Phoenix. 

Ask an Angels player about Ohtani, and you get more or less the same answer: He's a great pitcher, a 
great hitter and a great teammate. It's as if their reading off cue cards. 

"He has a special talent, he's got a special arm ... and we'll get him as many at-bats as we can," manager 
Mike Scioscia told MLB Network. 

Bullpen coach Scott Radinsky, asked about how to fit Ohtani into a lineup perceived as being filled with 
loaded hitters, said, "Hopefully, he's one of those loaded hitters. He's shown that he can do it (hit). All 
he's got to do is stay healthy." 
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One scout, who as a youngster was a teammate of a Japanese veteran making his major league debut, 
wasn't surprised by the positivity. 

"All the players are saying the right things," he said. "Everyone on the team got the message to be 
positive. So for now, at least, everyone will be saying what a good player he is. If he doesn't produce or 
the team doesn't win, that might change. 

"They're carrying an extra roster spot, so it's really a matter of how much everyone buys into it." 

Ohtani has also managed the transition to a different kind of spring training with relative ease. 

Major league spring workouts are less intense but occur every day instead of five or six days a week as 
they do in Japan. This subtle shift can trip up Japanese players who try to get in their accustomed work 
without the benefit of days off. 

"I like practicing every day, so that's been a pleasure," Ohtani said on March 2, but admitted it was not 
easy at the start. "The first week (of practice) was really hard, until I got used to it and found my 
rhythm." 

"I had to tread lightly and be careful, not being familiar with how we practice or the routines and 
wondering how to go about them. But now I'm used to it." 

But getting used to both hitting and pitching at a high level in the States has been another thing. 

"Both are extremely hard. Even in practice games, I feel my teammates' level is very high, both in terms 
of power and speed," Ohtani said. 

American mounds are harder, higher and differently shaped than those in Japan, where they vary from 
park to park. The major leagues' ball, too, is different, slightly larger and heavier with lower seams and a 
smoother surface than the ball he's used to. 

"The (mound) slope is more severe, but if I throw properly, it will be easier, and that comes from 
practice," Ohtani said. "Repeating things in the proper order is necessary, and putting that all together, 
starting in practice, is the answer." 

Although Ohtani's pitching has varied from sublime to subpar, his batting form has become an issue. 
According to Yahoo Sports' Jeff Passan, one major league scout told him Ohtani looked like a high school 
hitter, "because he's never seen a good curveball." 

Good curves are common in Japan, but former Hanshin Tiger star Matt Murton told Kyodo News they 
tend to act differently from those in the majors and look differently -- with less rise out of the pitcher's 
hand. 

"The MLB curveballs are harder with more of a hard downward action that doesn't pop out of the 
hand," said Murton, who is now working in baseball operations with the Chicago Cubs. 
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Whether those differences are caused by different pitching styles, balls or mounds is not clear, but the 
same differences that trouble him as a pitcher have steepened his learning curve as a hitter. 

The two-seam, sinking fastball, is a common weapon in the majors, but is rare in Japan. Because the 
mounds here are softer and lower, and the ball here is less slippery, the two-seamer is hard to execute. 
But as a hitter, Ohtani will have to learn to recognize it and hit it from scratch. While he hit curveballs 
well in Japan, he will need to identify their American cousins and adjust. 

And, as a veteran MLB scout told Kyodo News last winter, Ohtani will have to be adjusting on both sides 
of the ball at the same time, something nobody else has tried at the big league level since Babe Ruth. 

"It's going to be tough," former big league pitcher Shigetoshi Hasegawa said. "I thought it would be 
easier than it was. That was pretty tough for me, even just for pitching, so it's going to be pretty tough 
(for Ohtani), because he's got so many things to do." 

 

    FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE     

Giants exec Felipe Alou on Vladimir Guerrero going to Cooperstown as Angel, 
not Expo 
 
By John Shea 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — This is Felipe Alou’s 25th year in the Giants’ organization, but he has a “very soft 
spot in my heart” for a team that no longer exists. 
 
The Montreal Expos were around for 36 years, and Alou was there for 27 as a manager, coach, minor-
league instructor and player. 
 
So excuse Alou if he’s not thrilled Vladimir Guerrero, who had some of his best years in Montreal, is 
going into the Hall of Fame in July as an Angel. The announcement was made in late January, a day after 
he was elected to the Cooperstown shrine. 
 
“I was hoping for him to go in as an Expo,” Alou said from the Giants’ dugout at Scottsdale Stadium in his 
first interview on the subject. “I’m very happy for Vlady, and I’m sad for Montreal. I got many phone 
calls from (reporters in) Canada to ask me the question about how I feel, and I have not answered any of 
those. I was afraid I might say the wrong thing.” 
 
Alou, 82, a Giants special assistant, was the Expos’ manager when Guerrero broke into the majors in 
September 1996 as an immensely talented but raw outfielder who evolved into a five-tool master and 
nine-time All-Star. 
 
“We brought him up from Double-A when there were parts of his game that were not really ready,” Alou 
said, “and then he completed his walk to the Hall of Fame. 
 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/john-shea/
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“He used to throw to the wrong base, he was not a good baserunner. He had speed. He had a cannon 
arm. But with the Expos, he learned the game. He became a complete player with the Expos. Not a DH, a 
complete player.” 
 
Guerrero joined the Angels in 2004 and immediately won an MVP award. But his stats with the Expos 
were better than in Anaheim - more home runs, RBIs and steals, a higher average, on-base percentage 
and slugging percentage - and he eventually lost his five-tool process and saw more and more games as 
a designated hitter. 
 
Reggie Jackson is a similar story, hitting more home runs in Oakland than New York, but as a Hall of 
Famer, he represents the team in the Bronx. 
 
In Guerrero’s defense, it’s easy to see why he prefers to be depicted as an Angel on his plaque - he 
appeared in the postseason five times with the Angels, and they’re celebrating his upcoming 
enshrinement. They welcome him as a guest coach each spring training and put him on the cover of this 
year’s media guide. 
 
The Expos can’t do all that. 
A year after Guerrero left Montreal, the Expos moved to Washington and became the Nationals, who 
don’t acknowledge their Montreal roots as the Giants acknowledge theirs in New York and the A’s 
acknowledge theirs in Philadelphia and Kansas City. 
 
However, the memories of the Expos — and Guerrero, in particular — never faded for many Canadians. 
In fact, there’s renewed interest with Vladimir Guerrero Jr. an elite prospect with the Toronto Blue Jays. 
 
“Great guy, great family,” Alou said. “Vlady brought many of his teammates to eat lunch with him at his 
house in Montreal. His mother was such a good cook. Two years ago in the Dominican, the entire 
country had a wish and feeling this guy was going to make it (to the Hall), and he made it. Everybody 
was so happy. He’s such a nice guy, nice person.” 
 
Gary Carter and Andre Dawson were the first to go in the Hall of Fame as Expos, though Carter wanted 
to be a Met and Dawson a Cub. Refreshingly, the Expos were Tim Raines’ first choice. 
 
The Hall has the final say. In the case of Guerrero, the Hall believed the argument could be made for 
either the Expos or Angels and went with the player’s preference. 


