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White Sox face roster call on Clarkin, 6 more  
Chicago must decide which top prospects to protect from Rule 5 Draft  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 17, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- By all accounts, Ian Clarkin threw the ball well during recently completed White Sox instructional league 
action at Camelback Ranch in Glendale, Ariz. 
 
Even more important, the left-hander felt healthy through six or seven side sessions, after dealing with myriad injuries 
during his Minor League career. That combination, along with his raw talent, puts Clarkin in play to be added to the White 
Sox 40-man roster by the 7 p.m. CT deadline on Monday, protecting him from exposure to selection by the rest of 
baseball in the Rule 5 Draft on Dec. 14 at the Winter Meetings in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 
 
Clarkin, Chicago's No. 22 prospect according to MLBPipeline.com, was selected by the Yankees at No. 33 overall in the 
2013 MLB Draft, one pick after Aaron Judge, the '17 American League Rookie of the Year Award winner and MVP Award 
runner-up. 
 
"It's finally good to stay healthy for a period of time so I can see what I got instead of having to keep rebuilding back up," 
said Clarkin, who was one of four players acquired from the Yankees in the trade that sent Tommy Kahnle, David 
Robertson and Todd Frazier to New York. "It's good to feel like I'm finally starting to be who I am. 
 
"Things are starting to click. [I'm] starting to throw the ball wherever I want to, no matter what pitch in any count. It's good 
to put a few good weeks together." 
 
With the acquisition of hard-throwing right-hander Thyago Vieira -- now Chicago's No. 20 prospect -- on Thursday, the 
White Sox 40-man sits at 36. The team can make moves involving that current 40-man to open spots for needed adds or 
to give the White Sox room to maneuver during the Rule 5 Draft. Right-handed hurler Dylan Covey was added from 
Oakland in last December's Rule 5. 
 
Clubs pay $100,000 to select a player in the Major League phase of the Rule 5 Draft, per MLBPipeline.com. If that player 
doesn't stay on the 25-man roster for the full season, he must be offered back to his former team for $50,000. For this 
year, an international or high school Draft pick signed in 2013 -- assuming he was 18 or younger as of June 5 of that year 
-- has to be protected. A college player taken in the 2014 Draft is in the same position. 
 
Seven of the White Sox Top 30 prospects need to be protected. Here's a look at a few of them. 
 
Eloy Jimenez, OF 
No guessing game here. The White Sox No. 1 prospect and No. 4 overall in baseball will be added to the 40-man as he 
hits his way down an accelerated path to the Majors. 
 
The No. 11 White Sox prospect, who is the brother of one-time White Sox third baseman Conor Gillaspie, could help the 
big league team in 2018. 
 
Micker Adolfo, OF 



This 21-year-old outfielder, ranked No. 14 for the White Sox, has never played above Class A Kannapolis. But he's a 
dynamic talent Chicago doesn't want to risk losing. 
 
Luis Alexander Basabe, OF 
Acquired from Boston as part of the Chris Sale deal, the 21-year-old Basabe (No. 17) falls in a similar category as Adolfo. 
Lefty Jordan Guerrero (No. 21), right-hander Luis Martinez (No. 29) and infielder Jake Peter (No. 30 until Thursday) 
complete this list, along with Clarkin. 
 
"If everybody develops what they need to continue to work on, this team's going to be scary," Clarkin said. 
 

 
Up close, White Sox see same big potential Cubs forecasted for Dylan Cease 
By Patrick Mooney / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 17, 2017  
 
The Cubs made the Jose Quintana deal knowing it would have been more difficult to give up Dylan Cease if he was 
already performing at the Double-A level, and that the White Sox organization would be a good place to continue his 
education as a young pitcher. 
 
While Eloy Jimenez keeps drawing ridiculous comparisons – the running total now includes Kris Bryant, Miguel Cabrera, 
Edgar Martinez and David Ortiz – Cease is more than just the other name prospect from the deal that shocked the 
baseball world during the All-Star break. 
 
“We still project him as a starter,” White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said during this week’s GM meetings in Florida. 
“He certainly has the stuff where it’s easy to envision him as a potential dominant reliever. But to this point – for the 
foreseeable future – we deal with the starting and continue to develop him as a potential front-end arm.” 
 
The Theo Epstein regime still hasn’t developed an impact homegrown pitcher, but that hasn’t stopped the Cubs from 
winning 292 games, six playoff rounds and a World Series title across the last three seasons, while still being in a strong 
position to win the National League Central again in 2018. 
 
Without Quintana and his affordable contract that can run through 2020, Epstein’s front office might have been looking at 
the daunting possibility of trying to acquire three starting pitchers this winter. 
 
While surveying a farm system in the middle of a natural downturn, Baseball America ranked seven pitchers on its top-10 
list of prospects from the Cubs organization: Adbert Alzolay, Jose Albertos, Alex Lange, Oscar De La Cruz, Brendon Little, 
Thomas Hatch and Jen-Ho Tseng. 
 
So far, only Alzolay, an Arizona Fall League Fall Star with seven starts for Double-A Tennessee on his resume, and 
Tseng, who made his big-league debut in September, have pitched above the A-ball level. 
 
Cease – who went 0-8 with a 3.89 ERA for Class-A Kannapolis in his first nine starts in the White Sox system – has a 
100-mph fastball and a big curveball and won’t turn 22 until next month. That stuff allowed Cease to pile up 126 strikeouts 
against 44 walks in 93.1 innings this year, putting him in the wave that includes Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez, Michael 
Kopech and Alec Hansen. 
 
“Ideally, we have a lot of guys we project to be part of the future, very good, championship-caliber rotation,” Hahn said. “In 
an ideal world, there’s not going to be room at the inn for all of them. You only have five in that rotation and some of these 
guys will wind up in the bullpen. In reality, as players develop, you’re going to see some attrition.” 
 
One spot after the White Sox grabbed Carlos Rodon with the No. 3 overall pick in the 2014 draft, the Cubs did Kyle 
Schwarber’s below-slot deal, using part of the savings to buy out Cease’s commitment to Vanderbilt University ($1.5 
million bonus for a sixth-rounder) and supervise his recovery from Tommy John surgery on his right elbow. 
 
Cease was never going to be on the fast track to Wrigley Field, and now the White Sox hope he can be part of the 
foundation on the South Side, where it’s easier to sell a rebuild after watching the Cubs and Houston Astros become 
World Series champions. 
 
“It doesn’t change really for us internally in terms of our commitment or focus or our plan or our timeline or anything along 
those lines,” Hahn said. “I do think, perhaps, it helps the fan base understand a little bit about what the process looks like, 
where other teams have been and how long the path they took to get to the ultimate goal of winning a World Series (was). 
In Chicago, many fans saw it firsthand with the Cubs. 
 



“There are certainly more and more examples in the game over the last several years to help sort of show fans the path 
and justification for what we’re (doing).”  
 

 
Omar Vizquel will reportedly be a minor league manager for White Sox in 2018  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 20, 2017  
 
Former White Sox shortstop Omar Vizquel is reportedly about to become current White Sox minor league manager Omar 
Vizquel. 
 
According to a Sunday report, Vizquel will be the manager of the Winston-Salem Dash in 2018. 
 
Vizquel spent 24 seasons in the big leagues, most of those with the Seattle Mariners, Cleveland Indians and San 
Francisco Giants. But two of his final four seasons, 2010 and 2011, came on the South Side, where he appeared in 166 
games over those two campaigns. 
 
Vizquel is considered one of baseball's all-time great defenders and has 11 Gold Gloves to back that up. He batted .272 
with a .336 on-base percentage over a nearly quarter-century major league career that saw him play in four different 
decades with six different big league teams. 
 
Vizquel has spent the past five seasons as a major league coach. He was an infield coach with the Los Angeles Angels in 
2013, and he was a common sight for White Sox fans during his four-year stint as the Detroit Tigers' first-base coach. 
 
Vizquel also interviewed this offseason for the Tigers' open managerial position that eventually went to former Minnesota 
Twins manager Ron Gardenhire. Vizquel was not retained by the Tigers to be a part of Gardenhire's new coaching staff. 
 
Vizquel managed the Venezuelan team in this year's World Baseball Classic. His team advanced to the second round of 
the competition, losing all three games in that round. 
 
Last season, Winston-Salem was a focal point for those watching the White Sox bevy of highly ranked prospects develop 
in the minor leagues. Another former White Sox player, Willie Harris, was the manager at Winston-Salem last season.  
 

 
Frank Kaminsky on the White Sox rebuild: ‘The Process is paying off for the 76ers. I hope it pays off for us too’ 
By Jon Greenberg / The Athletic | Nov. 18, 2017  
 
If he’s not the most knowledgeable White Sox fan, at a listed 7 feet, Frank Kaminsky III is probably the tallest Sox 
meatball you'll find. 
 
Kaminsky, an irrepressible Cubs troll (Remember when he wore the Bartman jersey to a Hornets-Bulls game last year?), 
was in town for the Charlotte Hornets’ 123-120 loss to the Bulls on Friday night. Before the game, I talked to the Benet 
Academy product at his locker about Jerry Reinsdorf’s other team on the South Side. 
 
Jon Greenberg: What do you think of the rebuild so far? How much have you followed it? 
 
Kaminsky: I thought it was great. I think back to the year before, I got my hopes up when we started so well, that we might 
be one of those surprise teams. If you’re not going to win games, you’ve got an opportunity to rebuild and trade for some 
prospects, some ones that people are pretty high on, I’m all for it. 
 
JG: Are you like those Sam Hinkie fans, the Process people, are you like that with the White Sox yet? Are you a Process 
guy? 
 
Kaminsky: I am. The Process is paying off for the 76ers. I hope it pays off for us too. 
 
JG: It was basically a year ago when they traded Chris Sale and Adam Eaton. What was your reaction then? 
 
Kaminsky: There were trade rumors about Sale for I don’t know how long. I was just saying the whole time if we’re going 
to get rid of one of the best pitchers in the MLB, it better be for something good, and I think we got a lot in return. I’m 
excited about the future. I actually had an opportunity to watch [Yoan] Moncada for a while, [Nicky] Delmonico too, being 
out in Charlotte with the Triple-A team. I went to about five or six games this summer to watch them play and it was pretty 
cool. 
 



JG: Do you feel like you’re one of those prospect experts now? 
 
Kaminsky: I don’t know much about baseball but I could just tell Moncada had a lot of swagger while playing. When he 
was the leadoff hitter swinging for the fences at Triple-A, that’s what I like to see. 
 
JG: No one ever thought the Cubs and Sox would make a trade. How shocked were you when it happened? 
 
Kaminsky: Shocked, but here’s my thing. The Cubs are win now, the Sox are building for the future. If we can get their 
prospects from them so they’re bad in the future, I’m all for it. 
 
JG: Are you the guy watching the prospect videos? 
 
Kaminsky: When the White Sox signed Luis Robert — is it (tries to pronounce Robert’s last name) — when we signed him 
to that deal there was a couple videos that went viral of him hitting baseballs and I was taking those videos and sending 
them to all my friends who are either Cubs fans or bandwagon Cubs fans. I was saying you guys are going to be putting 
up with this for a long time. 
 
JG: Eloy Jimenez is a beast, isn’t he? 
 
Kaminsky: It’s hard to keep track of the prospects we actually have. I heard [Michael] Kopech finished off the year really 
well in Double-A. I want to say he won some award down there. I mean if we have all these prospects and they’re going to 
pan out the way people are projecting them, I’m pretty excited about all of it. 
 
JG: So you’re following everything on Twitter? 
 
Kaminsky: Oh yeah. It’s funny, I went to the Cubs-Sox game this year at the Cell. I actually got to go up and talk to [Rick] 
Hahn. I know a bunch of people in the Sox organization, obviously. (Kaminsky has relatives who work for the Bulls.) He 
told me at the time it was close to the trade deadline and people were talking about him being done. He said, ‘I’m not 
done yet.' Two days later, Melky [Cabrera] got traded. So I felt like I had a little inside connection there. I was telling all my 
friends, “No they’re not done yet.” 
 
JG: Amazing job Rick did last year, wasn't it? 
 
Kaminsky: Wheelin’ and dealin’. 
 
JG: The Eaton deal was pretty good for getting all those pitchers. 
 
Kaminsky: Everyone makes such a big deal about the Dodgers and their bullpen, getting to the World Series, but just the 
way the Astros develop their prospects and turn them into as good players as they are is a model I think the White Sox 
can follow. Obviously I don’t know anything about the development of baseball players, but if you can have those young 
guys in the organization that turn out to be these good players and hopefully keep them together, then who knows? The 
sky is the limit. 
 
JG: Do you trade Jose Abreu? 
 
Kaminsky: I don’t think so. He’s been what, four years in a row 30 home runs? You’re trading away a for-sure thing for 
question marks, in my opinion. 
 
JG: What about his mentorship? He was really big with Moncada, for example. You play pro sports, how valuable is it to 
have a mentor to kind of lead the way for you? 
 
Kaminsky: It’s big. Just somebody to show you the ropes. But also at the same time, I love that they (young players) have 
the ability to play and you don’t want to start compromising your guys' play to bring in veteran leadership. I’d rather have 
young guys play and develop rather than bringing in vets to play over them 
 
JG: Good thing Abreu isn’t really blocking anyone. All of their power-hitting first baseman DH types are still in Class A. 
 
Kaminsky: There are so many prospects. I’d love to know everything about every one of them but it’s hard to follow. 
(Editor’s note: I showed him James Fegan’s stories on our app after the interview.) 
 
JG: Are you looking forward talking trash with Cubs fans in the near future? 
 



Kaminsky: I can’t wait. The best thing that could ever happen is a Cubs-Sox World Series because I mean, I might lose 
every single dollar I’ve made in my entire life betting on that series. I will take every bet from every one of my friends. I 
even made bets with my friends this year. I gave my friend, I don’t even remember what the terms were, but he said the 
Cubs were going to repeat in the summer and I said I’ll take whatever you want. Literally anything. 
 
JG: Did you watch Game 5 of Cubs-Nats? 
 
Kaminsky: I did. What was it, [Bryce] Harper struck out at the end of the game? They had what you wanted and I wanted it 
to be a home run so bad, but it just didn’t happen that way.  
 

 
Rumor Central: Athletics eyeing White Sox OF Avisail Garica as trade target?  
By Nick Ostiller / ESPN.com | Nov. 17, 2017  
 
The Oakland Athletics don't appear to be done working the phones after trading away Ryon Healy earlier this week. 
 
According to John Shea of the San Francisco Chronicle, the A's have interest in Avisail Garcia of the Chicago White Sox. 
 
Garcia, 26, is coming off a breakout season in which he slashed .330/.380/.506 with 18 home runs and 80 RBIs in 136 
games while earning the first All-Star selection of his six-year career. 
 
The outfielder represents the type of right-handed bat the A's are seeking as they plan to move Khris Davis into more of a 
designated hitter role, per Shea. 
 
Garcia, who is under team control through 2019, is due for a raise this winter after earning $3 million last season. White 
Sox GM Rick Hahn is willing to move Garcia, according to Chris Kuc of the Chicago Tribune. 
 
"If there's an opportunity to put us in a better position long term, we'll certainly fully explore it," Hahn said, per Kuc. 
"Everything is in play." 
 
Oakland finished last in the AL West this past season with a 75-87 record.  
 

 


