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Lopez, Sox lack winning ingredients vs. Tigers 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 13, 2018 
 
DETROIT -- White Sox right-hander Reynaldo Lopez felt good physically and mentally as he prepared 
pregame for Monday's start against the Tigers in the series opener at Comerica Park. He felt completely 
focused. 
 
But once he took the mound, the problem for Lopez was a complete lack of offspeed command during the 
White Sox 9-5 loss to the Tigers. Needless to say, it was a fairly significant problem. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"He didn't locate his breaking balls," White Sox catcher Omar Narvaez, who launched his fifth home run, 
said. "We were trying to [battle], but when you don't have a good feeling for anything, it's kind of hard to." 
 
"They weren't effective today," said Lopez of his breaking pitches through interpreter Billy Russo. 
"Sometimes you have to compete with all that you have, and today for me was just the fastball. That's 
something you have to learn. Games like today, I wanted to at least complete five innings." 
 
Lopez achieved his goal by completing five innings, allowing four runs on seven hits while striking out two 
and walking one. But Lopez didn't factor in the outcome. 
 



Nicholas Castellanos certainly did. The Tigers' right fielder produced the first five-hit game of his career, 
finishing 5-for-5 with three extra-base hits and five RBIs. His two-run home run off of Jeanmar Gomez in 
the seventh gave the Tigers a 6-4 lead, and his two-run single off of Juan Minaya in the eighth gave the 
Tigers plenty of insurance. 
 
With Jeimer Candelario on first and one out in the seventh, White Sox manager Rick Renteria actually 
thought about walking Castellanos but didn't want to move the go-ahead run into scoring position. 
Castellanos instead raised his season average to .419 against the White Sox, with four home runs and 14 
RBIs. 
 
"He's had a really good run against us since last season," said Renteria of Castellanos. "He's hitting 
mistakes; he's not missing them right now. He came into the series probably hitting like .250 over the last 
10 or 15 days. We come into town and it seems like he comes to life. 
 
"We misexecuted, to be honest. We had him in two-strike mode a couple of times." 
 
The South Siders jumped out to a three-run lead in the third, knocked 11 hits and had a runner on base in 
every inning. But ultimately, the White Sox came up short in a 9-5 loss to the Tigers, dropping them to 34 
games under .500 for the first time this season. The White Sox three-game road win streak also came to 
an end. 
 
Adam Engel had two hits, including his fourth home run, giving him home runs in back-to-back games for 
the first time in his career. Daniel Palka added three hits and one RBI. 
 
Even with that early 3-0 lead, the tone was set by Lopez's struggles with offspeed command. 
 
"Lopez actually came out with good velocity," Renteria said. "He was trying to switch into using his 
changeup a little bit more. He was missing a lot of spots. Got into some deeper counts, got into a little 
trouble. I think I took him out at 90 pitches. I thought he had enough for the day." 
 
"We know he has heart. And he showed that today," Narvaez said. "We tried to keep it going." 
 
SOUND SMART 
With Detroit reliever Victor Alcantara striking out the side in the ninth, the White Sox struck out at least 10 
times for an eighth straight game. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Yoan Moncada got down the line in 3.60 seconds on his bunt single in the sixth, the fastest time for the 
White Sox this year per Statcast™. Moncada's sprint speed was 30.2 ft/sec, over the elite 30 ft/sec 
threshold. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Hopefully it continues, and he feels comfortable enough that this will continue to boost his confidence and 
keep pushing him." -- Renteria on Engel, who has five hits and four extra-base hits in his last two games 
 
UP NEXT 
Lucas Giolito (7-9, 6.23 ERA) is scheduled to make his 24th start of 2018, 12th on the road and third against 
the Detroit Tigers with a 6:10 p.m. CT first pitch scheduled Tuesday. Giolito, who will be opposed by Blaine 
Hardy, is 2-1 with a 4.13 ERA and .216 opponents' average over his last five road starts. 

 
Engel's bat starting to catch up to stellar glove 
Covey to stay in rotation; Robert making strides at plate in Minors 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 13, 2018 
 



DETROIT -- Adam Engel's defensive prowess has been nationally profiled recently, with three home run-
stealing catches since last Monday, placing him alongside other noteworthy performances and in the 
discussion for American League Player of the Week prior to Boston's J.D. Martinez claiming the honor. 
 
But it's Engel's offense dictating his Major League staying power. Engel carried Sunday's three-hit game 
into Monday's 9-5 loss to the Tigers at Comerica Park, where he homered again and finished with two hits, 
giving him four extra-base hits over two days. On the flip side, Engel was 1-for-16 with nine strikeouts and 
no RBIs previously in August. 
 
"[White Sox hitting coach Todd Steverson] has been talking about his swing path, trying to get him to get 
down through the ball a little and don't worry so much about getting it in the air," White Sox manager Rick 
Renteria said. "More about [making contact]. 
 
"Yesterday, he was fouling off pitches he might have missed completely. But the hitter has to become very 
comfortable in the physical approach to the baseball. We still have to look at him and evaluate. Again, we 
need to ascertain what it is that our men bring to the table." 
 
Engel, 26, ranks second in Statcast™'s Outs Above Average category with 15, tied with the Cardinals' 
Harrison Bader and the Braves' Ender Inciarte, and trailing the Reds' Billy Hamilton by one. Engel is a 
career .195 hitter with an OPS of .553, but he believes his offensive game has developed in 2018. 
 
"I feel like I'm on the upswing," Engel said. "Just trying to take this momentum and carry it out throughout 
the rest of the year. I've definitely made strides this year compared to where I was last year, and that's what 
you want to do as a player, improve as much as you can. 
 
"Just understanding my swing a little bit. Understanding the approach better. Just things of that nature. 
Getting more comfortable up here. Knowing what pitchers are trying to do. It's an experience thing. The 
more at-bats you get, you are going to get better. And the swing, mechanically, you always try to tighten 
that up. It's been a good year." 
 
Renteria backing Covey 
 
Renteria reiterated Dylan Covey continues to hold a spot in the White Sox rotation prior to Monday's game 
against the Tigers. Covey dipped to 1-8 in his past 10 starts after Sunday's loss to Cleveland, allowing 46 
earned runs on 60 hits over his last 46 1/3 innings. 
 
Michael Kopech, the team's No. 2 prospect per MLB Pipeline, has a 3-0 record with a 1.89 ERA to go with 
50 strikeouts and four walks over his past 38 innings for Triple-A Charlotte. But Renteria doesn't look at 
those two as necessarily intertwined. 
 
"The timeline for those young men in our system has nothing to do with the outcome or performance of the 
guys who are here, in terms of changing whatever it is we're looking at as an organization and when we're 
going to bring somebody up," Renteria said. "Everything and anything is always evolving and has a 
possibility of changing, but right now, [Covey] is part of the rotation, and we need him to try to improve." 
 
Hawk documentary premiering soon 
 
The White Sox and NBC Sports Chicago announced a joint production for a brand new documentary that 
chronicles the life and career of one of the most colorful characters and influential personalities in baseball 
history: Ken "Hawk" Harrelson. This special feature presentation, entitled "Hawk," premieres Thursday, 
Sept. 13, at 7:00 p.m. CT. 
 
Harrelson will retire from broadcasting after 33 seasons at the conclusion of the 2019 season, but he will 
reach eight decades in baseball by the time he leaves the booth. The one-hour documentary covers pretty 
much all aspects of Harrelson's fascinating existence. 
 



"He does it in his own way that will never be duplicated," said White Sox television play-by-play voice Jason 
Benetti of Harrelson. "Passion for the team will show up in a lot of ways, but the way he does it is [rare]." 
 
Third to first 
 
• The White Sox have struck out 1,136 times this season entering Monday, the second-highest total in the 
Major Leagues behind Texas (1,146). They are on pace to strike out 1,573 times, which would break the 
franchise record of 1,397 set last season. 
 
• Luis Robert, the White Sox No. 3 prospect per MLB Pipeline, is 4-for-14 since his return to Class A 
Advanced Winston-Salem from a left thumb injury. 
 
"He's probably got the most natural, mechanically sound swing that we have," said White Sox Minor League 
hitting coordinator Mike Gellinger of Robert. "He's got a lot of whip in his bat and it's very simple. He puts 
himself in a good spot to hit all the time." 

 
Monday's top prospect performers 
By William Boor / MLB.com / August 13, 2018 
 
Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Monday. 
 
A couple of Braves pitching prospects showed why the organization's farm system is so highly touted as 
Kyle Wright led Triple-A Gwinnett to a 6-0 win over Louisville and Huascar Ynoa lifted Class A Advanced 
Florida to a 3-1 win over St. Lucie. 
 
The duo combined for 15 strikeouts over 13 scoreless innings, while only surrendering a pair of hits. 
 
Wright, the Braves' No. 2 prospect (No. 24 overall), turned in his best performance since making his Triple-
A debut on Aug. 3. The right-hander, a first-round pick from the 2017 Draft, cruised through seven scoreless 
frames. 
 
Wright threw 56 of his 90 pitches for strikes, walked one and only gave up one hit. 
 
Meanwhile, Ynoa, who gave up nine runs in one inning in his last start, came through with a much-needed 
bounce back. The 20-year-old also gave up just one hit and struck out seven over six scoreless innings. 
 
Other top prospect performances from Monday's action: 
 
• No. 3 overall prospect Eloy Jimenez (White Sox No. 1) only had one hit, but certainly made it count as he 
blasted a three-run homer to highlight a five-run fifth inning for Triple-A Charlotte. Jimenez, who finished 1-
for-4, has gone deep five times over the past 11 games and is hitting .351 through 35 games with Triple-A 
Charlotte. 
 
• No. 21 overall prospect Francisco Mejia (Padres' No. 3) hit his second homer since joining Triple-A El 
Paso. The 22-year-old went 2-for-4, including the go-ahead homer in the eighth inning, and is hitting .298 
in the 16 games since he was acquired from the Indians. 
 
• Athletics No. 5 prospect Austin Beck fell a homer short of the cycle, but still had a big game for Class A 
Beloit. Beck, the A's first-round pick from 2017, went 3-for-4 with a trio of RBIs as he boosted his average 
to .292. 
 
• Blue Jays No. 19 prospect Billy McKinney broke out of a recent slump with his first multihit game since 
July 31. In Triple-A Buffalo's win over Charlotte, McKinney finished 2-for-4 with three RBIs. Both of 
McKinney's hits went for extra bases as he hit his 14th homer and seventh triple of the season. 
 



• Cardinals No. 8 prospect Elehuris Montero has been red-hot since he was promoted to Class A Advanced 
Palm Beach on Aug. 7. After his 3-for-5 performance, Montero has a hit in all six games since his promotion 
and is hitting .385. The 19-year-old also hit his first homer since the promotion and has an extra-base hit in 
three straight games. 
 
• Cubs No. 25 prospect Erling Moreno spun seven innings of one-run ball in his fifth straight quality start for 
Class A South Bend. The 21-year-old threw 57 of his 87 pitches for strikes as he struck out four and gave 
up five hits. Moreno didn't allow a run in his last start and has given up just one run over his last 13 2/3 
innings. 
 
• Phillies No. 19 prospect Spencer Howard picked up his eighth win of the season with six solid innings for 
Class A Lakewood. The 2017 second-round pick yielded one run on four hits, struck out eight and didn't 
issue a walk. Howard has given up just one earned run over his last three starts (15 innings) and has 
allowed one earned run or fewer in five of his past six starts. 
 
• Rangers prospects Bubba Thompson (No. 10) and Tyler Phillips (No. 14) put forth strong efforts for Class 
A Hickory. Thompson hit his sixth homer of the season as part of a 3-for-4, two-RBI day and Phillips threw 
five scoreless innings. The right-hander gave up five hits, struck out two and hasn't allowed a run in either 
of his past two starts (12 innings). 
 
• Royals No. 14 prospect Kyle Isbel, the organization's third-round pick from the 2018 Draft, stayed hot with 
his third straight multihit game for Class A Lexington. Isbel hit his sixth homer of the year as part of a 3-for-
4 night and is 10-for-20 over his past five games. While Isbel was raking, Yefri Del Rosario (No. 24) was 
putting up zeros on the scoreboard. The right-hander fired six innings, walked one, gave up two hits and 
fanned five. 

 
Kris Bryant, Aaron Judge show potential paths to success for strikeout-heavy Yoan Moncada 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 13, 2018 
 
White Sox fans are justifiably concerned by Yoan Moncada's league-leading number of strikeouts. 
 
Moncada carried big expectations into this season after earning the title of No. 1 prospect in baseball last 
year. He hasn't lived up to those expectations. But the struggles Moncada has dealt with this season don't 
at all etch in stone what kind of career he'll have in the long term. 
 
Moncada's just 23 years old, and part of the reason there have been so many outside complaints about his 
season is that he's under the microscope in this rebuilding process. As an early arriver to the South Side, 
he gets looked at closely on a daily basis while many of the other highly touted youngsters in the 
organization are going through their developments in the minor leagues. And with the team where it is in 
its rebuilding effort, Moncada is going through certain things at the big league level that, if the White Sox 
were in a different spot, he might be experiencing in the minors. 
 
But while Moncada is on pace to break Major League Baseball's single-season strikeout record, it's not at 
all the end of the world. See above for several reasons why. But there's another good one that's been 
discussed before but perhaps warrants a closer look, particularly after Moncada added two more strikeouts 
to his total in Monday night's loss to the Detroit Tigers. (He's up to 169 on the campaign and on pace to 
strike out 236 times.) 
 
For fans expecting Moncada to arrive in the big leagues and display complete offensive mastery at the 
plate, just look to two of baseball's biggest stars, two guys who also piled up big strikeout numbers in rookie 
seasons that ended in Rookie of the Year awards, for examples of how Moncada's path can still end in 
plenty of major league success. 
 
Kris Bryant struck out 199 times in 2015 to lead the National League and set the Cubs' single-season 
record. That's striking out in more than 30 percent of his plate appearances. It's also a total that currently 
stands as the 11th highest in baseball history. But Bryant has since seen those strikeout numbers drop 



dramatically, a possibility for Moncada as time wears on considering the rave reviews he gets from manager 
Rick Renteria and others when it comes to his understanding of the strike zone. 
 
Bryant saw his strikeouts drop from 199 in his rookie season to 154 in 2016, a season in which he had 49 
more plate appearances than he did in the year prior. Last season, his strikeout total plummeted to 128 
(and his walks climbed to a career-best 95) in just 15 more plate appearances than he had in 2015. This 
season, Bryant has been plagued by significant injuries, but for what it's worth, he's got 75 strikeouts in 358 
plate appearances, a strikeout rate 10 percent lower than the one from his rookie season. 
 
So while Bryant and Moncada are different players, there's recent precedent — and just up the Red Line, 
at that — for a player striking out a ton during his rookie season only to consistently see those strikeouts 
decrease as time goes on. Remember that this is only Moncada's first full season in the majors. Time and 
experience can change an awful lot. 
 
Then there's Aaron Judge. Last season, the New York Yankees slugger struck out 208 times, the sixth-
highest total in baseball history. Like Bryant did in his rookie season, Judge struck out in more than 30 
percent of his plate appearances. But unlike Bryant, Judge is striking out at a similar rate this season. Judge 
is a different kind of player than Bryant, of course, more of a slugger with the kind of power you see 
elsewhere among baseball's all-time single-season strikeout leaders: your Mark Reynoldses, your Adam 
Dunns, your Chris Davises, your Ryan Howards. Of course, Judge also walks a ton, something some of 
those guys did/do, too. Judge led baseball with his 208 punchouts last season, but he also led the American 
League with 127 walks. Judge ranks in among the league leaders again this season, with 68 walks. 
 
Again, we'll go back to the praise for and confidence in Moncada's eye at the plate. He's got 50 walks in 
this strikeout-heavy season. As his skills at the dish are honed further, perhaps he could follow a path more 
similar to Judge's than Bryant's, where his strikeout numbers stay high but so, too, do his walk numbers. 
 
Now, these are obviously not perfect comparisons. Bryant was an NL MVP a year after he was the NL's 
Rookie of the Year. Judge was the AL's Rookie of the Year a year ago and finished second in MVP voting. 
Moncada has other statistical areas of concern besides strikeouts: He's slashing .221/.304/.398 after 
Monday's loss in Motown, numbers that don't come close to the Rookie of the Year stats that Bryant and 
Judge put up in 2015 and 2017, respectively. 
 
But these are examples of paths to success for players who hit the big leagues only to strike out and strike 
out a lot. There's little way of knowing if Moncada will be able to achieve the stardom those two have 
accomplished. But the big strikeout total doesn't preclude him from doing so. 

 
Big names highlight 'Hawk' Harrelson documentary set for September on NBC Sports Chicago 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / august 13, 2018 
 
In a classic one-liner typical of him, Bob Uecker sums up the salient point of “Hawk,” a documentary about 
fellow baseball broadcast legend Ken Harrelson set to air Sept. 13. 
 
“He’s an institution, he really is. Or he belongs in one.” 
 
Who else thanks fans who’ve been celebrating the end of his 33-year reign in the White Sox booth and 
simultaneously takes a swipe at them, all in his own documentary? 
 
“The fans in Chicago, they will never know how much I love them because I have a lot of White Sox fans 
that don’t like me because I don’t try to please them; it’s just that simple,” Harrelson says in a trailer released 
Monday. “I have a lot of White Sox fans that don’t like me because I fired Tony La Russa, and I would do it 
again. So, overall, thank goodness the majority, there’s an affair there. There’s a love affair and I love it.” 
 
The one-hour film, a joint production by the White Sox and NBC Sports Chicago, promises to have more 
such moments. A crew traveled with Harrelson to old haunts in Savannah, Ga., Boston, Orlando, Fla., and 



elsewhere to explore an eclectic history that includes a professional golf career and interview a host of his 
contemporaries such as Jerry Reinsdorf, Bob Costas, Bug Selig, Darrin Jackson and Paul Konerko. 
 
Jason Benetti, Harrelson’s heir apparent as the Sox play-by-play announcer, was interviewed for the film 
but had not had not seen is as of Monday. He had one wish: that it holds nothing back. 
 
“I hope it has everything,” said Benetti, who is in his second year as the Sox’s primary play-by-play man. “I 
hope it has (umpire Mark) Wegner, and like, I mean, all of it.” 
 
In 2012, Harrelson went ballistic after Wegner ejected Jose Quintanta, who had hit a Rays batter. Harrelson 
suggested Wegner be suspended — a comment that earned a reprimand from then-Commissioner Selig. 
 
“That’s the man. That’s who he is,” Benetti said. “I think he would want it that way. I think ‘Hawk’ knows that 
sometimes he gets mad at umpires. He gets mad at people. But he also loves his team. There’s a range of 
emotions with that guy that we all as humans have ups and downs and left and right on the spectrum on all 
that stuff. It should have everything.” 
 
Tom “Wimpy” Paciorek, Harrelson’s longtime partner in the Sox booth, hopes the documentary shows 
Harrelson’s colorful side, such as the urban legend that Harrelson was the first player to use batting gloves 
— which has been debunked many times over, although Harrelson did help popularize the gloves. 
 
“I always think of his Nehru suit collection, when he bought about 10 of those Nehru suits,” he said. “You 
remember them from the ’60s? And they went out of style the next day. Spent a couple grand on them.” 
 
Paciorek also shared a memory in which he parodied Harrelson on camera by wearing a hat and fake nose 
(Harrelson’s bird-like schnoz gave birth to his nickname) and jogged in place as Harrelson would do on 
camera. 
 
When the prank was played on air, Paciorek said Harrelson vowed: “Wimpy, I’mma get back at you.” 

 
Adam Engel homers but White Sox no match for Nicholas Castellanos' 5 RBIs in 9-5 loss to Tigers 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 13, 2018 
 
Adam Engel continued his recent heroics, homering in back-to-back games for the first time in his career 
and bringing the White Sox within a run, but the Tigers pulled away in the eighth with a big inning against 
Juan Minaya that salted away their 9-5 win Monday at Comerica Park. 
 
Engel has been a human highlight in the past week, robbing three home runs in center field. 
 
His latest contribution came at the plate in the eighth to pull the Sox within 6-5 before Minaya allowed three 
runs in the bottom of the inning. 
 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria saw it as a great sign. 
 
“Ended up putting some good swing getting some pitches he could handle,” Renteria said. “Hopefully it 
continues, he feels comfortable enough that this will continues to boost his confidence and keep pushing 
him.” 
 
Nicholas Castellanos capped the scoring with a two-run single, part of a 5-for-5, five-RBI performance. He 
had two doubles and a home run. 
 
Castellanos’ five-hit night was a career first against the Sox. But his success against the Sox is nothing 
new. He’s had two six-RBI games against the South Siders. 
 
Castellanos was hitting .167 in his previous 12 games before Monday. Renteria said that when his pitchers 
make mistakes, Castellanos hasn’t missed them. 



 
“We come into town and it seems like he comes to life,” Renteria said. “He’s had a really good run against 
us since last season.” 
 
Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez wasn’t as sharp as his last outing, when he took a no-hit bid against the 
Yankees to the sixth inning. 
 
On Monday, he gave up seven hits and four earned runs as Tigers batters seemed to draw a bead on his 
breaking balls and fastballs alike. 
 
Daniel Palka had three hits and an RBI for the Sox, and Engel and Yolmer Sanchez added two hits apiece. 
 
Reliever Jeanmar Gomez (0-1) allowed two runs on Castellanos’ homer in the seventh. 

 
White Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez still figuring out what kind of pitching works best for him 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 13, 2018 
 
In one inning Monday at Comerica Park, Reynaldo Lopez illustrated a conundrum the young right-hander 
is facing: Should he stick with being a fly-ball pitcher because of his ability to miss bats, or should he balance 
it with more ground balls to give up fewer home runs? 
 
It appeared Lopez tried the latter in the fourth inning Monday against the Tigers, but in a couple of case it 
didn’t work out. 
 
He threw a slider with a good break, but Nicholas Castellanos caught up with it for a double. A fastball low 
and inside to Victor Martinez also went for two bases, scoring Castellanos. Jim Adduci made solid contact 
with a Lopez changeup but lined out. 
 
Then Lopez went to his bread and butter. He fired a 97 mph fastball high and inside and got Mikie Mahtook 
swinging for the third out. 
 
Lopez flicked the wrist on his pitching hand as he left the mound. The body language translated to: “Enough 
messing around.” 
 
It’s understandable why Lopez sticks to the hard stuff. He’s second on the team in strikeouts, and that 
powerful arm can produce nights like the no-hit bid he had going for five innings against the Yankees in his 
previous outing. 
 
Lopez, 24, induces 0.71 grounders per fly ball according to FanGraphs, among the lowest rates on the Sox. 
One school of thought says that fewer ground balls can lead to fewer singles that can turn into big innings. 
On the other hand, the fly-ball style can lead to balls that turn into extra-base hits or just plain leave the 
park. 
 
Lopez is yielding 1.32 home runs per nine innings, tied with James Shields for 16th most among American 
League starters. 
 
His high-risk, high-reward pitching style is something Sox manager Rick Renteria seems willing to live with 
because it’s something that he said should get better if Lopez improves his focus. 
 
On Monday, Lopez allowed seven hits and four earned runs in five innings, with two strikeouts and one 
walk. 
 
“I think attacking the strike zone is going to be his key,” Renteria said before the game. “He does get a lot 
of fly-ball outs. Most of the ground-ball outcomes have to do with pitches that fade out of the zone with hard 
break, whether it’s the breaking ball, slider. He ends up getting a lot of strikeouts as opposed to the ground 
ball. 



 
“You take one over the other. However you can get the outs, we want them,” Renteria said. “The most 
important thing for us is that when gets on the mound he is ready to pitch. And he’s doing that.” 

 
Subpar Lopez, White Sox buried by Tigers, Castellanos 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 13, 2018 
 
DETROIT — When Michael Kopech or Eloy Jimenez comes up to the White Sox for a late-season sniff of 
the major leagues — if they come at all during what’s left of the 2018 season — it won’t have anything to 
do with what the current players on the 42-76 Sox team that fell to the Tigers 9-5 are doing. 
 
So don’t look for Kopech (the No. 13 prospect in baseball according to MLB Pipeline), who is 3-0 with a 
1.89 ERA, 50 strikeouts and four walks in his last six starts at Class AAA Charlotte, to come up just because 
starter Dylan Covey is pitching like he should get pulled from the rotation. And don’t expect Jimenez, the 
No. 3 prospect who hit his 11th home run for Charlotte and 21st between there and Class  AA Birmingham, 
to be deemed closer just because he’s better than Nicky Delmonico or Ryan LaMarre. 
 
“The timeline for those young men in our system has nothing to do with the outcome or performance of the 
guys who are here,’’ manager Rick Renteria said Monday, “in terms of changing whatever it is we’re looking 
at as an organization and when we’re going to bring somebody up.’’ 
 
The organization’s focus, Renteria said, “is on the guys who are here.” 
 
Guys such as Reynaldo Lopez, who was spotted a 3-0 lead in the third but got nicked for runs in the third, 
fourth and fifth innings of his too-short five-inning outing. Lopez has the best arm in the Sox’ rotation, but 
he hasn’t strung together three quality starts since early June. 
 
He didn’t locate his breaking balls,’’ said catcher Omar Narvaez, whose home run in the sixth inning against 
Drew VerHagen pulled the Sox into a 4-4 tie. “He didn’t have anything today. We were trying to fight, but 
when you don’t have a good feeling for anything, it’s kind of hard to fight.’’ 
 
Lopez walked one but threw 91 pitches, 54 for strikes. He struck out two and allowed four runs and seven 
hits. 
 
“I honestly felt good today physically and mentally,’’ Lopez said. “I was focused. But I didn’t have the 
command or the control of my breaking pitches. Sometimes you have to compete with all that you have, 
and today it was just the fastball.’’ 
 
“You could see he didn’t have a good feel for his breaking ball,’’ Renteria said. 
 
Lopez and the relievers who followed him got into deep trouble with Tigers right fielder Nick Castellanos, 
who went 5-for-5 with two doubles, a tie-breaking two-run home run against Jeanmar Gomez (0-1) in the 
seventh and a two-run single against Juan Minaya in the eighth. It was the first five-hit game of Castellanos’ 
career. It was his sixth game with five RBI, his last coming against the Sox on June 16. 
 
“He’s not missing mistakes right now,’’ Renteria said. ‘‘We didn’t execute, to be honest. We had him in two-
strike mode a couple of times.’’ 
 
The Sox cut the gap to 6-5 on Adam Engel’s second home run in two games and his fourth of the season 
in the eighth. 
 
They loaded the bases with nobody out in the third against Artie Lewicki on Engel’s double, Delmonico’s 
hit by pitch and Yolmer Sanchez’s bunt single. Jose Abreu’s sacrifice fly, Daniel Palka’s RBI single and 
Avisail Garcia’s sacrifice fly gave Lopez that three-run cushion. 
 
The Tigers, 9-1 against the Sox, scored in five of the eight innings they batted. 



 
White Sox’ Adam Engel basks in glow of home-run takeaways 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 13, 2018 
 
DETROIT — Adam Engel’s three — count ’em, three — home-run-robbing catches above the center-field 
wall in a seven-day span still had people talking. 
 
While J.D. Martinez won American League Player of the Week honors, Engel received a mention among 
others considered. Tigers TV interviewed him, as well as Chicago media, on Monday. 
 
When LeBron James “likes” an ESPN tweet about you, you know you’ve done something worth talking 
about. 
 
“It’s a pretty cool feeling,’’ said Engel, who robbed Greg Bird on Monday, Kyle Higashioka on Tuesday and 
Yonder Alonso on Sunday. “It feels good, especially when it gets the reaction from your pitcher. As a 
defender, that’s what you want to do. You just want to make plays for your pitcher.’’ 
 
It was enough of a display to drum up talk of putting Engel in the Gold Glove Award conversation, although 
offense historically has factored into that honor. Coming off a game in which he fell a double shy of the 
cycle, Engel doubled his first time up in the first game of the White Sox’ series against the Tigers and also 
homered in the eighth inning. He has a .227/.275/.334 hitting line. 
 
The Sox, who have given him every-day at-bats this season to see what he can do offensively, want Engel 
to focus on using his speed and making more contact. To be part of their long-range plan, with their deep 
supply of outfield prospects, he’ll have to bring more with his bat. 
 
“[Hitting coach Todd Steverson] has been talking about his swing path, trying to get him to get down through 
the ball a little and don’t worry so much about getting it in the air,’’ manager Rick Renteria said. 
 
“But the hitter has to become very comfortable in the physical approach to the baseball. And you have to 
assess it over a larger period of time. We still have to look at him and evaluate. We need to ascertain what 
it is that our men bring to the table.’’ 
 
The defensive talent, especially for that particular play, is special, though. 
 
“I just told [the team] all together, those are the three nicest plays I’ve ever seen from a center fielder in a 
very short period of time,’’ Renteria said. 
 
Doc ‘Hawk’ 
 
The Sox and NBC Sports Chicago announced a joint production of “Hawk,” a documentary chronicling the 
life and career of retiring broadcaster Ken Harrelson that will air Sept. 13. 
 
“I hope it has everything,’’ said Jason Benetti, who has taken the play-by-play baton from the iconic TV 
voice he grew up watching and listening to. “I hope it has [umpire Mark] Wegner, and I mean all of it. That’s 
the man. That’s who he is. I think he would want it that way.’’ 
 
The beauty of Harrelson’s style was his passion for the Sox, and that it was real, Benetti said. 
 
“He gets mad at people, but he also loves his team,’’ Benetti said. 
 
Benetti doesn’t necessarily buy the notion that the days of passionate, old-school voices such as 
Harrelson’s are numbered. 
 
“I don’t like the characterization of, ‘There will never be somebody else who cares about their team in the 
way he did,’ ’’ Benetti said. “I just think it’s going to look different. You’ll never have that guy ever again. 



You’ll have passion. If we don’t have passion for the sport coming out of our announcers who cover the 
sport, the sport’s in trouble.’’ 
 
The Sox are holding a VIP sneak preview Sept. 6. Go to whitesox.com/hawk for details. 

 
Engel, Chicago White Sox make late push in 9-7 loss to Indians 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 13, 2018 
 
Adam Engel made a bad day a lot less worse. 
 
In the eighth inning of Sunday's game against the Indians at Guaranteed Rate Field, the Chicago White 
Sox were getting shellacked 9-1. 
 
Cleveland looked to make the score even more lopsided when Yonder Alonso connected off reliever 
Thyago Vieira, but Engel came through with another great catch in center field. 
 
"That's something I take a lot of pride in, show up every day and trying to help the team win in any way that 
I can," Engel said. "Defensively, it's something I know I can count on. Just make sure to try to work on that 
every day. Make sure I stay sharp and offensively hopefully I can get it going." 
 
Engel robbed Alonso of a 3-run homer with a leaping catch over the fence. He also took away home runs 
from the New York Yankees' Greg Bird on Monday and Kyle Higashioka on Tuesday. 
 
"Just the chances of there being three balls in one week that you have the opportunity to go up and bring 
back, I feel like it is slim," Engel said. "It's cool that it happened, and I was glad I was able to make the plays 
for my pitchers." 
 
The Sox lost to the Indians 9-7, but Engel helped make the final outcome much closer with his glove and 
bat. 
 
"He was a highlight reel today, on both sides of the ball," manager Rick Renteria said. "He just keeps 
playing. He's chipping away, he's trying to improve. Today was a good day for him." 
 
In the bottom of the eighth, Engel homered off Cleveland reliever Adam Cimber. He added a 2-run triple in 
the ninth inning. 
 
"Obviously, we didn't come out on top today, but when you can save runs and drive some in, you have a 
good chance of winning," Engel said. "We fought today and didn't come out on top, but we made it close." 
 
Covey clocked again 
You can write down Carlos Rodon's name in the White Sox's starting rotation of the future. 
 
Considering the 25-year-old lefty is healthy, effective and throwing hard less than a year after arthroscopic 
shoulder surgery, you can put down Rodon's name in ink. 
 
When he does arrive -- and it's looking more and more like April 2019 to delay his major-league service 
clock -- Michael Kopech profiles as a top-end starter. 
 
After that, it looks like Reynaldo Lopez and Dylan Cease, with a large group that includes Lucas Giolito, 
Dane Dunning, Alec Hansen and Spencer Adams in a battle for the final spot. 
 
"Those are going to be really good, tough decisions for us to make," manager Rick Renteria said. "I think 
it's a great problem for us to have as we're moving forward, and I think we'll always look for solutions for us 
to try to make it work. 
 



"I'm not really too concerned with how it ends up playing out, just that we have the possibility of a lot of 
good stuff happening as we move forward." 
 
Barring an abrupt turnaround, Dylan Covey is going to have to earn a bullpen job, assuming he still is in a 
Sox uniform. 
 
Covey made his 17th start of the season in Sunday's loss. The right-hander barely made it out of the first 
inning. 
 
With two outs, Yonder Alonso gave Cleveland the lead with an RBI single and Melky Cabrera followed with 
a 3-run homer. 
 
Covey lasted just 2⅔ innings and allowed 6 runs on 7 hits and 2 walks. 
 
"I need to be down in the zone," he said. "If I'm down in the zone like I was in that third inning, I just made 
that adjustment too late. But if I'm down in the zone the whole game, I throw a sinker and it's hard to get 
under it. 
 
"If I pound down in the zone they pound it into the ground." 
 
Over his last 10 starts, the right-hander is 1-8 with an 8.94 ERA. Renteria said Covey is staying in the White 
Sox's rotation. 
 
"If we need to make an adjustment we will, I'm sure," Renteria said. "But we need him to continue to gain 
more experience in that starter's role. As much as we can, continue to give him a chance, try to develop his 
skill set." 

 
Is arrow pointing back up for Chicago White Sox's Moncada? 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 13, 2018 
 
Yoan Moncada's career arrow is starting to point up again. 
 
On Friday night, the Chicago White Sox's slumping second baseman was dropped to No. 8 in the batting 
order following a 2-for-29 slide that included 18 strikeouts. 
 
Moncada still wanted to play and work his way out of the funk, so manager Rick Renteria decided to give 
him a break by hitting him at the bottom of the lineup. 
 
"I think it had more to do with allowing him to see other guys throughout the at-bats first, see them get 
through their experiences," Renteria said. "When you're struggling a little bit, you're leading off and you're 
not having the success that you want, it can deflate you a little bit." 
 
Hitting eighth against the Cleveland Indians on Friday and Saturday, Moncada was a combined 2-for-5 was 
a home run, double and walk. The 23-year-old switch hitter also struck out twice but looked much more 
aggressive at the plate. 
 
"When you are batting in the bottom part of the lineup, you have more chances to see how the pitcher is 
throwing," Moncada said through a translator. "You can identify their pitches. In that aspect, it's beneficial." 
 
Moncada moved up to the No. 6 spot in the order Sunday and, like most of his teammates, he had trouble 
against Cleveland starter Carlos Carrasco. 
 
Moncada took called third strikes his first 2 at-bats before popping out and then hitting a single and scoring 
on his final trip to the plate. 
 



Getting Moncada's bat right and confidence up is one of the White Sox's primary goals over the last seven 
weeks of the season. 
 
"This kid's going to be pretty good," Renteria said. "I think he's experiencing now a lot of things that maybe 
he would have experienced had he still been in the minor leagues. He just happens to be doing it at the 
major-league level. 
 
"Like a lot of our guys now, they're experiencing some moments that are difficult at a particular time, but I 
think they're gaining knowledge every day. They're inching closer to ultimately who I believe they're going 
to become." 

 
Strikeouts pile up for White Sox as developmental growing pains continue 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 13, 2018 
 
In Monday night’s 9-5 loss to the Tigers, the White Sox continued a streak that is surely an anathema to 
the sensibilities of their coaching staff, and by extension the front office that assembled them: eight straight 
games with 10 or more strikeouts as a team. 
 
With just 10 strikeouts in 40 plate appearances, the White Sox slightly dropped their league-leading team 
strikeout rate down to 26 percent for the season. For the month of August, the Sox are striking out 32 
percent of the time, which is generally only acceptable from productive power hitters on an individual level. 
Because strikeouts are at an all-time high across MLB, any team near the league lead this year is 
threatening to post the most strikeout-filled season of all time. The irony is that this recent stretch comes 
right after manager Rick Renteria declared his distaste for contact-starved offenses. 
 
“I don’t like the strikeout as much,” Renteria said. “I don’t come from the school that strikeouts are OK. 
That’s not me. Never will be. Never have been. A good at-bat and a good approach leads to potentially 
positive outcomes.” 
 
José Abreu and the catching platoon of Omar Narváez and Kevan Smith are the only Sox regulars sporting 
a strikeout rate under 20 percent. The lineup features a combination of young, developing hitters (Yoán 
Moncada and Tim Anderson) and historically very aggressive hitters (Avisaíl García, Daniel Palka, 
Welington Castillo), with the constant caveat that a rebuilding season includes plenty of plate appearances 
from guys who will not be around during the contending years. 
 
“When your night’s going like that, I feel like it’s just a lack of focus when it happens,” Palka said about his 
three-strikeout game that ended with his walk-off homer on Aug. 10. “You’ve just got to lock it back in and 
keep on rolling.” 
 
With that in mind, personnel seems like the clearest answer for the White Sox’s strikeout woes for now. 
Even though Palka generally represents the type of power-hitting that makes a high strikeout total palatable, 
his representation of the problem is clear even within his aggressive approach: it’s on the players to execute. 
 
Way back when in 2014, the rebuilding Cubs led all of baseball in strikeouts, too. But eventually Javier 
Báez got his rate well under 40 percent, Anthony Rizzo got even more contact-oriented, and a bunch of 
flawed free-swingers got purged as the Cubs fully integrated the players who wound up comprising their 
championship core. 
 
Entirely coincidentally, that Cubs team also saw a post-season departure of Renteria as manager, along 
with his hitting coach Bill Mueller and his assistant Mike Brumley. At the risk of paying too much attention 
to angry comments online, as cornerstone pieces like Moncada and Anderson stagger through second-half 
slides and ugly plate appearances pile up, it seems the scrutiny is making its inevitable slide toward the 
coaching staff. After all, coaches are generally more replaceable than top prospects. 
 
The irony again is that everything the Sox preach is aimed at reducing strikeouts. Hitting coach Todd 
Steverson — whose favorite saying is that even if you hit 30 home runs, there are 570 other plate 



appearances to worry about — is seemingly the last person who would ever preach an approach that would 
sacrifice contact, or advise away from a line-drive, high average on balls in play approach. He was 
espousing the need for Moncada to fight off more pitches a long time ago, and spent the offseason and 
spring training trying to level out Adam Engel’s swing. The organizational approach was still evident in 
Renteria’s discussion of Engel on Monday. 
 
“[Steverson]’s been talking to him about his swing path a little bit: get down through the ball and don’t worry 
so much about getting the ball into the air,” Renteria said. “It’s more about touching it. Yesterday he was 
fouling off some pitches that normally he might have missed completely. That’s a situation where the hitter 
has to become very comfortable with his physical approach to the baseball, his swing and you have to 
assess that over a larger period of time before you can determine whether that aspect he’s trying to correct 
will give him fruits of his labor.” 
 
Engel is not the absolute prototype by which all other White Sox hitters should be judged, but sacrificing 
contact or emphasizing elevation doesn’t extend to players like Moncada or Anderson, who have more in-
game power. In any case, the organization’s emphasis on clean, consistent, all-fields contact remains as 
persistent as its current struggles. 
 
Obviously, results matter more than anything at the end of the day. As Renteria would say, they’re the 
consequences of actions taken. Plenty of good baseball men bear the responsibility of results beyond their 
control every year, to the point where anyone who takes a big league coaching job knows it will eventually 
come with the territory. If hitting coaches and managers are baseball therapists, not every one is going to 
find the right keywords that make everything click for their patients, even if they’re all licensed professionals. 
Sometimes change for change’s sake works. 
 
But if reducing strikeouts is the motivation for discontent for a coaching group regularly praised by its own 
players for their communication, change for change might be all there could be, since it’s hard to imagine 
the message being any different. 

 
Editor’s notebook: David Bote raises the ‘W’ flag, then buys one? 
By Jon Greenberg / The Athletic / August 13, 2018 
 
David Bote was the toast of the town on his off-day Monday, appearing on radio shows on both The Score 
and ESPN 1000 as the baseball world discussed his feats of strength on ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball.” 
 
How did he celebrate? Well, Bote was spotted at SportsWorld Chicago, the store at the corner of Clark and 
Addison, on Monday morning buying, of all things, a W flag. Don’t the Cubs get those for free? It’s so 
befitting his story, I could totally believe it when I heard it.  
 
Don’t be surprised if you see Bote jerseys at Wrigley Field the next two days as the Cubs finish off their 
homestand with a must-watch two-game series against the Brewers. According to my sources, fans are 
already paying for custom-made jerseys for the Cubs’ newest hero. How soon until the unlicensed T-shirts 
hit the streets? Soon, one T-shirt creator told me. I vote for The Bote Show, no matter the pronunciation of 
his last name. 
 
Bote is a few more big games from getting the full giggly Chicago media overexposure treatment. But he’s 
not a passing fad. Given that Kris Bryant is still injured and Ian Happ is in a funk (he’s slugging .211 with 
25 strikeouts since last homering on July 19), the Cubs will surely need Bote and his .329/.418/.539 slash 
line for the rest of this season. While it’s impossible to outdo a walk-off, pinch-hit grand slam to erase a 3-
0 deficit, if Bote can deliver a few more knocks here and there, he’ll be fine. 
 
Helping the Cubs stretch their lead over Milwaukee would be a nice way for Bote to keep burnishing his 
legend. The Cubs are up three games going into this series and no one who is paying attention expects the 
Cubs to take that Bote momentum and do anything with it. No, I expect the Cubs to keep a slim edge over 
Milwaukee through August and into September. The Cubs front office can scratch their collective head at 
some of the acquisitions Milwaukee has made — Defense anyone? — but the Brewers aren’t going away. 



 
After this two-game series, the Cubs have six more games against Milwaukee in September, three on the 
road on Sept. 3-5, and then three at home on Sept. 10-12. 
 
But that’s not the only highlight of next month. Have you looked at the Cubs’ September schedule? If 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Washington (which lost again Monday on a walk-off homer in St. Louis) remain in 
striking distance of a wild-card spot, every game save two series against Cincinnati and the White Sox will 
be against teams with playoff aspirations. That includes a three-game series with the Phillies that begins 
on Aug. 31 and what’s sure to be a wacky four-game series in Washington sandwiched between the two 
Brewers series. 
 
The last week of the season is four against Pittsburgh and three against the Cardinals. 
 
Forgive me for pecking out the schedule, but pennant race baseball is the best kind of regular-season action 
in sports, and thanks in part to their own inconsistency, the Cubs will be in the thick of one next month and 
I can’t wait. 
 
Eloy Jiménez homered again for Triple-A Charlotte on Monday night, which is like saying a reporter ate the 
Snickers ice cream cone in the Wrigley Field pressbox. Some things are just assumed. 
 
When will Eloy homer for the White Sox? I mean, any day now would be nice. The White Sox are awful — 
their 42-76 record is third-worst in baseball — and no one is going to their games. (They’ve trimmed more 
than 2,000 fans a game from last year’s already low average.) But neither of those reasons are why they 
should have already called Jiménez up. He’s ready. That’s why you bring him up. He’s ready, he’s ready, 
he’s ready. 
 
I argued against service time gymnastics when the Cubs played those games with Anthony Rizzo and Kris 
Bryant. I understand why teams should do it, but in this case, there’s no way the Sox could hold down 
Jiménez through early next season. I’ll give Rick Hahn and Co. the benefit of the doubt here. I can’t even 
imagine they’re thinking that. Rather than assume the worst, I’ll guess Jiménez is coming up in the next 
week. (Our James Fegan covered this issue quite well.) 
 
After coming back from a two-week trip on the DL (left adductor strain) on July 15, Jiménez has hit nine 
home runs in 93 at-bats, hitting .376 and slugging .763. I understand how teams want a prospect to 
dominate a level for a significant time before moving up. It’s a step the Sox skipped in the past in the name 
of competition. (See Beckham, Gordon.) While Jiménez only has 35 games at the Triple-A level, given how 
he’s treating International League pitching, I don’t see any reason why he’s not up in the immediate future. 
He’s not Beckham. You can see he’s the real deal. 
 
As for Michael Kopech, he’s at 120 1/3 innings and looking as strong and in control as he has all season. 
Last year he threw 134 1/3 innings, so he’s got just enough innings left in his arm, from a developmental 
standpoint, to start a late-season residency under Dr. Cooper. Kopech’s maturity has been his bugaboo, 
but wouldn’t it be a nice carrot to let him shine in the majors for six weeks before going into the offseason? 
He seems to be heading in the right direction, on and off the field. 
 
The Sox are back home this weekend against the Royals. What better time for both players to have their 
South Side debuts? Ah, what do I know? I can barely use “druthers” in a sentence. 
 
By the time you’ve read this, the Bears might’ve already introduced their first-round pick Roquan Smith to 
the media Tuesday at Halas Hall. As you’ve heard, our long provincial nightmare is over and he’s signing 
his rookie contract. I’m glad I skipped the entire “Roquan Watch” holdout saga. It was always going to end 
right around now, as the Bears prepare to head to Denver for “joint” practices (pun intended) before their 
third preseason game. 
 
I don’t think the inside linebacker from Georgia will have much problem assimilating into Vic Fangio’s 
defense. Like me, he skipped all of Bourbonnais. Smart guy, that Roquan! 



 
When it comes to contract demands, I’m typically biased in regards to the players, because in every sport, 
the teams hold most of the cards. I’m not sure what CAA Football, Smith’s agency, got in total concessions 
out of the holdout, but I’m guessing the Bears-centric leaks up until now didn’t tell the entire story. (CAA’s 
football division is generally tight-lipped.) 
 
I’m all for labor turning the screws on management whenever they can, so as long as Smith is in playing 
shape and doesn’t immediately strain a leg muscle or something. It looks like a win to me in that he didn’t 
have to sleep in the Olivet Nazarene dorms, he didn’t lose any money and he didn’t have to bake in the 
unrelenting Bourbonnais sun. 

 
TA30: In this week’s power rankings, we’re in the dog days of baseball—but don’t tell that to the 
Indians 
By Levi Weaver / The Athletic / August 13, 2018 
 
Every week, we ask all of our baseball writers — both the local scribes and the national team, more than 
30 writers in all — to rank the teams from first to worst. Here are the collective results. 
 
It’s August 13 and the Orioles have officially been eliminated from the AL East, an event that has been 
inevitable since around the time when the Mets were good. It’s the dog days of summer now, and baseball 
is starting to get a little salty. Joe Maddon and Alex Rodriguez had a spat, Jayson Werth doesn’t believe in 
numbers (or have a job), and this guy has apparently come out swinging in the first paragraph. This isn’t 
my style. I’m sorry. I blame the Texas heat. Please send popsicles and reduced carbon emissions. 
 
Let’s get to the rankings! 
 
1.  Boston Red Sox, 85-35 (last week: 1) 
 
The last time they weren’t No. 1 on our power rankings was June 24, and the Red Sox are starting to run 
away with the best record in baseball. Everything is going great in Boston: the manager is succeeding, 
Chris Sale is a smoke monster composed of pure rage and malevolence, Mookie Betts can do anything he 
wants. Any time Peter Gammons starts dealing in superlatives, you know it’s a special season. 
 
2. Houston Astros, 73-46 (last week: 2) 
 
The Astros remain in the second spot here, despite a really bad weekend. It’s hard to feel particularly bad 
for them, all things considered. 
 
3. New York Yankees, 74-43 (last week: 3) 
 
They don’t seem poised to catch the Red Sox at this point, but the Yankees should still make the 
postseason. Trending up: Lance Lynn. Trending down: Zach Britton (also, Sonny Gray is in the bullpen). 
Trending chill and good forever: CC Sabathia. 
 
4. Cleveland Indians, 66-51 (last week: 7) 
 
Cleveland moves up three spots, which — check last week’s ratings — is pretty rare. Front and center are 
MVP/Cy Young candidates José Ramírez and Trevor Bauer. Leonys Martín is out with an undisclosed 
illness, so Greg Allen is back, and here’s a really cool story about Francisco Lindor. 
 
5. Chicago Cubs, 68-49 (last week: 4) 
 
Cole Hamels was brilliant. David Bote was a hero (but you knew that), and the Cubs aren’t worried (least 
of all: Jon Lester). Okay, okay, I know what you’re here for: here’s a Javy Báez story (and here’s one about 
Kyle Hendricks, for good measure). 
 



6. Oakland Athletics, 70-48 (last week: 6) 
 
“Are the A’s for real?” Well, let’s see: Matt Chapman is a star, Jed Lowrie is proving it’s not a fluke, and 
they formed a Voltron of a bullpen by trading for Jeurys Familia, Mike Fiers, Shawn Kelley, and Fernando 
Rodney. Oh, and Ramón Laureano throws like a human catapult, so, uhhh… yes? 
 
7. Los Angeles Dodgers, 64-55 (last week: 5)  
 
The Dodgers are in first place but just lost their closer for a while. There are options, but it wouldn’t be a 
shock to see LA try to add a waiver-wire reliever, right? Well, they did just steal one reliever from… their 
own rotation (more on incentive clauses in the Cardinals’ section — not that the Dodgers are trying to do 
that…), so perhaps that will suffice. 
 
8. Arizona Diamondbacks, 65-54 (last week: T-8) 
 
Is there a first-place team we understand less than the Diamondbacks? First, they were unbeatable, then 
they were uninspired. Now they’re alternating between the two on a game-by-game basis. Weird-but-good: 
Nick Ahmed is hitting now. Ahmen. 
 
9. Atlanta Braves, 64-51 (last week: 10) 
 
They’re currently in first place by one percentage point, at .557 to .556, but whether they figure it out in time 
for this year or not, this much seems true: for the next decade or so, everything about the Braves is going 
to be so. much. fun. Well, almost everything. 
 
10. Milwaukee Brewers, 67-54 (last week: T-8) 
 
The Brewers are just 3 games behind the Cubs and are currently in the second wild-card spot. That’s a 
legitimate contender. Mike Moustakas is making friends, but will the pitching — whether that be the 
presence of relievers or the absence of starters — derail Milwaukee’s October plans? 
 
11. Philadelphia Phillies, 65-52 (last week: 11) 
 
Rough weekend notwithstanding, the Phillies are still tied for first place in the NL East… which is exactly 
where they were 10 days ago. Here’s a round-up of what’s happened in the meantime. Of note: we’ve 
discussed incentive clauses a couple of times already, but they’re not the only administrative technicality 
that can cost players. 
 
12. Seattle Mariners, 69-50 (last week: 12) 
 
Leave it to the Mariners to imbue even the hopeful with an aggressively melancholy overtone: Félix 
Hernández has been a generational talent for the Mariners, toiling for years, but never in the postseason. 
Now as they sweep the Astros to pull to within four games in the division (and 1½ games back in the wild 
card), it comes in the week that he is removed from the rotation, unable to be a major contributor. 
 
13. St. Louis Cardinals, 63-55 (last week: 15) 
 
The Matt Carpenter-led Cardinals are 8-2 in their last 10, and their bullpen is a big reason why. Tyson Ross 
could be an interesting addition. Speaking of Tyson Ross, here’s a note about how to manipulate incentive 
clauses (not that the Cardinals are doing that). 
 
14. Washington Nationals, 60-58 (last week: 13) 
 
Juan “Childish Bambino” Soto (hi, Craig) goes beyond fun; he’s an absolute joy to watch, even if the Nats 
are… *checks standings* whoa. They’re 5½ back in both the division and the wild card; a fitting number 
after yet another stretch of 10 games in which they’re just 5-5. 



 
15. Colorado Rockies, 63-55 (last week: 14) 
 
Everything’s fine. 
Everything’s fine. 
See? German Márquez is making history! 
Nothing to worry about. 
 
16. Pittsburgh Pirates, 61-58 (last week: 16) 
 
The Pirates made a push at the deadline, but they’re still eight and five games back in the division and wild 
card, respectively, and seem to be battling the dog days of summer. Chris Archer hasn’t made it into the 
sixth inning in either of his two starts for the Pirates, but perhaps the defensive wizardry of new addition 
Adeiny Hechavarria will help spark a late-season run? They could also use a long man. 
 
17. Los Angeles Angels, 59-60 (last week: 17) 
 
That thing I wrote up there about the Mariners and Félix Hernández? If the Angels can’t figure out a way to 
keep their pitchers’ arms from fraying like moldy ropes, check back in 10 years when I write the same thing, 
word for word, about Mike Trout. At least Ohtani seems closer to returning? 
 
18. Tampa Bay Rays, 60-58 (last week: 18) 
 
Goodbye to Chris Archer, hello to Tyler Glasnow. It’s not that the Rays’ season hasn’t had its bright spots, 
but things were definitely brighter 10 years ago. Here’s to the past (and hopefully the future). 
19. San Francisco Giants, 59-60 (last week: 19) 
 
If you say “I know who built that park,” and you’re talking about yourself, you’d better be one of the best 
players of all time. Fortunately for Barry Bonds, he is. His Hall of Fame candidacy has been much-debated, 
but count Willie Mays among those stanning. Speaking of the Hall of Fame, if you Google “Dereck 
Rodriguez,” you’ll see a picture of one: his dad. 
 
20. Cincinnati Reds, 52-66 (last week: 22) 
 
The Reds aren’t great. Joey Votto still is. So is C. Trent Rosecrans, who managed to write some really 
readable stories this week about a team that hasn’t finished in Not-Last-Place since the year that the Ice 
Bucket Challenge was a thing. Call it the curse of Smarf. 
 
21. Minnesota Twins, 54-63 (last week: 20) 
 
Sell-off seasons are never fun, so here are some articles about the young guys and the prospects. Yay, the 
young guys! Yay, prospects! Meanwhile, Paul Molitor is considering using an opener (but it won’t be the 
guy in the photo; he’s with the A’s now). 
 
22. Toronto Blue Jays, 53-64 (last week: 21) 
 
Much like the cycle of life, every generation requires the shedding of the old before the new can fully 
embrace a coming of age. It’s probably time for the Blue Jays to part ways with John Gibbons, and it’s 
definitely past time for them to let Vladimir Guerrero Jr. taste the sweet air of the team charter plane. 
 
Meanwhile, here’s a perfectly weird story about dreams. 
 
23. Detroit Tigers, 49-69 (last week: 24) 
 
Maybe they can fix Zach McAllister. Maybe they can trade José Iglesias and Francisco Liriano. Maybe they 
can just find a way to get through Game 162. 



 
24. Texas Rangers, 52-68 (last week: 23) 
 
Losing seasons provide lots of room to write human interest stories. Or stories about prospects. Or Bartolo 
Colon’s donkey. Or solving a five-year-long mystery about who sprained Jeff Baker’s thumb with a high-
five. 
 
25. New York Mets, 49-66 (last week: 25) 
 
Read this column and tell me the 2018 Mets haven’t broken Tim Britton. I fully expect him to write in a 
made-up language on the day when new Mets GM Jayson Werth DFAs reigning MVP Jacob DeGrom 
because “wins are the most important stat, and his W/L record sucks, man.” 
 
26. San Diego Padres, 48-72 (last week: 26) 
 
They’re not gonna win this year, why not get a little weird? Meanwhile, the slow drip from the percolating 
Padres farm system continues into the big leagues. 
 
27. Chicago White Sox, 42-75 (last week: 28) 
 
Let’s see: incentive clauses, being optioned as a technicality… I believe we’ve pretty well covered all the 
administrative things that can go wrong for playe– ahhhh right, we forgot service time. There’s also service 
time. Meanwhile, the growing pains continue for a White Sox team that is looking to the future, but that 
doesn’t mean there’s no fun allowed. 
 
28. Miami Marlins, 48-71 (last week: 27) 
 
Whoops, it looks like the Marlins forgot to trade someone! Don’t worry, it has been remedied. Meanwhile, I 
guess the Marlins’ section is where this Mat Latos story goes. 
 
29. Baltimore Orioles, 35-84 (last week: 30) 
 
It’s not what you want. Adam Jones, however, remains a treasure. Enjoy him while you can, Orioles fans. 
 
30. Kansas City Royals, 35-82 (last week: 29) 
 
Rustin Dodd doesn’t know I’m about to brag on him, but I am. He makes a very bad Royals team interesting. 
No, really: this is a month’s worth of really fascinating reads, and they’re all from the last seven days. 

 
How Laz Rivera worked his way from the back of the draft onto the White Sox prospect radar 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 13, 2018 
 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — On a back field tucked away deep in the Oakland A’s spring training complex, 
during the last days of instructional league last October, White Sox shortstop prospect Laz Rivera found a 
way to get himself noticed. 
 
With a “decently fast” runner at second, as he put it, and a “decently fast” runner at the plate with two outs, 
the former 28th-round pick did some pre-pitch calculating about what he would do if he got a ground ball to 
the hole. 
 
“If I have to dive for anything, I probably won’t get the out at first,” Rivera thought. “The play ended up 
happening and I dove and I thought ‘here it is.’ I pumped, and I looked straight to third because I knew I 
wasn’t going to get him at first, and I just threw it to home and we wound up getting him.” 
 
The cagey little deke move from the now 23-year-old infielder, snagged on the third day of the draft out of 
the University of Tampa, just happened to be at an instructional league game attended by Rick Hahn, Todd 



Steverson and Rick Renteria. Renteria was fresh off giving a morning clubhouse speech to a group of guys 
in the lower minors about the White Sox way of business, and judging by his standing ovation, Rivera’s 
heady play qualified. 
 
“That’s a tribute to the staff here that’s preparing them to play the game and also a tribute to the young man 
who has a feel and an awareness and a court awareness of what’s going on,” Renteria said the next day. 
“He came up deep in the hole, knew he didn’t have a play at first and automatically turned to the plate, the 
runner from second continued to go and he made an excellent throw, a perfect throw and was able to cut 
him off and it was with two outs to end the inning. It’s really nice to see young players be able to execute 
and just play, as you say, fundamentally speaking, being aware of everything that’s going on. It’s nice to 
see at this level.” 
This season, Rivera has been attracting attention in far more conventional ways: by hitting .327. To be 
more specific, that’s .327/.371/.500 combined for the year, including a nutty .346/.395/.502 line in Low-A 
Kannapolis, and a .300/.335/.500 line entering Sunday after a well-deserved promotion to High-A Winston-
Salem. Despite his average dropping, his strikeouts have actually decreased (18.1 percent to 16.4) since 
being promoted to the more breaking ball-heavy Carolina League. While it’s obviously an aggressive 
approach, his power has blossomed (11 home runs), including a walk-off grand slam last month, which was 
the first game-ending home run of his life. 
 
With [Kannapolis hitting coach Jamie Dismuke] down there helped me a lot,” Rivera said. “I really felt 
comfortable at the plate, always fixing something. Baseball is a game of inches, you’ve always got to fix 
some things here and there. I was grateful enough to stay consistent throughout the year.” 
 
Even after the promotion, Rivera, who turns 24 in September, is a bit older than his competition, and will 
have to fight to prove that he’s a late-blooming professional talent. A Marlins fan growing up in Miami, 
Rivera always liked baseball over all other sports, and committed to Florida State by the time he was a high 
school sophomore. He wound up going to the University of Miami instead, and after a freshman year with 
scant playing time, he transferred to Chipola College, and then to Tampa for his junior season. Despite a 
monster junior season (.427/.477/.624), he stayed under the radar at a Division II school, and when his 
performance slid back (.355/.403/.475) his senior year, he fell to the 28th round. 
 
“I wasn’t expecting to go any higher or lower,” Rivera said. “I was just grateful to get drafted. It didn’t matter 
if it was early or late, I was just grateful to get the opportunity that the White Sox have given me to play 
professional baseball.” 
 
The only way to subvert the expectations Rivera’s draft stock, his 185-pound frame and lack of standout 
physical tools bring is to perform, and so far that’s all he’s done since joining the organization. With nine 
walks in 442 plate appearances this season, Rivera is focused on trying to shrink his strike zone down the 
stretch and soaking up the advice of another shortstop who was more smooth and aware than he was 
physically imposing during his playing days. 
 
“[Omar Vizquel is] always working with me defensively before and during BP on things that I do that he 
thinks I should be doing differently,” Rivera said of the first-year Winston-Salem manager. “In this game 
you have to change things a lot, always take in what other people have to say. Not everything you do, just 
because it’s comfortable for you, is right. I always listen to him. He had a great career professionally. I love 
him having him as a manager.” 
 
Rivera is racking up starts at shortstop in Winston-Salem even with Yeyson Yrizarri and fourth overall pick 
Nick Madrigal on the roster, but knows being ready to contribute anywhere on the diamond is going to be 
an essential part of a career that may attract the label “utilityman” at some point. In the middle of his first 
season as a professional, with a Dash playoff run on the horizon, this should be the time when Rivera is 
wearing down under the grind of the longest season of his life. 
 
Instead, after all the years of summer league ball both in college and at Christopher Columbus High School, 
Rivera is finding his form and adjusting to his new level, hitting .370/.393/.593 early in August. Considering 
he noted that it was a good place to get noticed by the higher-ups in the organization, and a better 



environment for refining his skills, he may even head back to the back fields of instructional league to work 
on his craft. It would be in line with his father Lazaro’s career advice. 
 
“He’s played the game,” Rivera said. “He knows this game has a lot of ups and downs. He’s always telling 
me don’t worry about it, just go on to the next game or next at-bat or next ground ball. You’re only as good 
as your next pitch or next ground ball. He’s always there telling me not to worry about now, just keeping 
moving on forward.” 

 
 
 


