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Cubs.com 
Dance angst? Cishek unsure skills are up to par 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- New Cubs reliever Steve Cishek is looking forward to having a more regular lifestyle, eating 
breakfast and dinner with family because of all the day games at Wrigley Field. But the right-hander 
admits he needs to work on his dance moves if he's going to fit into the Cubs' bullpen. 
 
Cishek, 31, joined Hall of Famer Ryne Sandberg at an assembly at Kilmer Elementary School, part of the 
Cubs' service day efforts to spruce up the building. 
 
Cishek has already updated his Twitter profile to include a photo of himself and his wife with the 
Chicago skyline in the background. He'll get a full blast at the 33rd annual Cubs Convention, which 
begins Friday. 
 
The Cubs were one of 10 teams on Cishek's list. A Massachusetts native, he watched Cubs president of 
baseball operations Theo Epstein when he was with the Red Sox. 
 
"Ever since Theo came here [to the Cubs], it seems like he had a plan," Cishek said. "Now look what 
happened -- they win a World Series two years ago and they're still building to try to continue to have a 
franchise that's the best in baseball. You see that as a ballplayer and you want to be part of that. I was 
more than flattered to be able to just receive a phone call showing interest. To be here is pretty surreal." 
 
Playing for the Cubs as opposed to the Marlins, Mariners or Rays -- all clubs he has played for since 2015 
-- has other perks. For one, the travel is easier. Cishek wasn't aware that some players drive back and 
forth between Chicago and Milwaukee for games. He'll be reunited with Rays pitching coach Jim Hickey, 
who is in his first season in Chicago. 
 
Cishek also likes the idea of having the bullpens under the bleachers where there's shade in the summer 
and warmth in the early spring and fall. As soon as he signed his two-year, $13 million contract in mid 
December, friends sent Cishek GIFs of the Chicago relievers dancing in the bullpen, which they do after a 
Cubs player hits a home run. 
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"My dance skills are not up to par with some of those guys," Cishek said. 
 
He has reached out to his Rays teammate Alex Cobb, a free agent whom the Cubs have reportedly 
talked to. 
 
"He worked so hard to get to this point in his career, he might as well enjoy it," Cishek said. "[The 
market] is just moving a little slower than we all thought. It'd be nice to see him in a Cubs uniform. He's 
a tremendous teammate, a good friend and obviously a tremendous competitor and somebody you 
want on your team." 
 
Cishek gives former Marlins manager Jack McKeon some credit for his unique delivery. The right-hander 
said he was throwing nearly every day off the mound when he was called up to the Marlins and his arm 
got tired and his arm slot dropped as well. 
 
"I've been the same, similar arm angle as long as I can remember," Cishek said. "I don't know how to 
throw any other way. They tried to make me throw over the top one year and it was a disaster." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo quickly becoming an all-time favorite Cub 
By Phil Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- When the Cubs acquired Anthony Rizzo from the Padres, it may not have been front-page 
news in Chicago newspapers. Borderline call at the time. 
 
Rizzo for Andrew Cashner was seen as significant largely because it was one of the first trades that Theo 
Epstein made after taking charge in Chicago. It's almost impossible to picture Rizzo and Epstein without 
each other these days, as few deals in the team's history have worked out better than the one on Jan. 6, 
2012. 
 
The Ernie Banks purchase from the Kansas City Monarchs? OK. The Ryne Sandberg trade? Maybe. But 
that's pretty much the short list of moves the Cubs have made that were as wise as adding Rizzo. 
 
It's not just his play on the field, either. That point was clear to everyone attending the Anthony Rizzo 
Family Foundation Laugh-off for Cancer on Thursday night. 
 
"Not very many people can dig a ball out of the dirt and then save a kid's life,'' said comedian Brad 
Morris, who warmed up the crowd. "That's not easy to do.'' 
 
Rizzo, who was 18 when his life was threatened by cancer, is open about the battle he faced. He told his 
story often in his early years at Wrigley Field. His family's foundation found its stride while he was 
establishing himself as a foundation piece in the Cubs' rebuild under Epstein. 
 
Chicagoans fell in love with Rizzo before his run of three consecutive appearances in the All-Star Game, 
before he led the Cubs to a seriously overdue World Series championship in 2016, as well as two other 
trips to the NLCS. 
 



 

He's won a Gold Glove Award -- Platinum Glove, actually -- and a Silver Slugger Award, and hasn't ranked 
lower than 13th in MVP voting since 2014. But he's beloved not for his statistics, but because he is one 
of the most generous, giving ambassadors in baseball. 
 
Rizzo was a deserving winner of the 2017 Roberto Clemente Award for the work his foundation does to 
help fund research and treatment of pediatric cancer. If you think he's going to slack off now, you don't 
know Rizzo. His spirit is indomitable, his commitment rock solid. 
 
Rizzo, a Florida native, says it has become easier to juggle baseball and philanthropy as he's gotten more 
experience with both. The motivation to help others who face the demon he and his family stared down 
after he received his diagnosis of Hodgkin's lymphoma in 2008 is as strong as ever. 
 
"The goal is to win the Roberto Clemente Award again, be a two-time winner,'' said Rizzo, 28. "Just keep 
raising money. Hopefully we can install the 'Hope 44' program in all hospitals throughout Chicago, [and] 
in Florida, trying to spread it as much as we can.'' 
 
Rizzo's face is well known around Lurie Children's Hospital, where he touches hundreds of lives with 
visits that are rarely publicized. But he was on stage -- literally -- at his annual event, which, like Joe 
Maddon's "Thanksmas'' event, is an unofficial kickoff to Cubs Convention. 
 
Jeff Garlin, the Cubs fan who stars on "Curb Your Enthusiasm,'' was scheduled to host the event, but had 
to cancel. In a moment that fits the history of Garlin and Chicago's improv comedians, it was announced 
Garlin will donate all the proceeds from an upcoming show in Chicago to the Rizzo Family Foundation, as 
a way to of being there without really being there. Nice. 
 
Former Cubs pitcher Ryan Dempster filled in for Garlin, which should surprise no one who has seen 
Dempster's work on MLB Network or elsewhere. The guy can make you laugh. So can Rizzo, which is 
why this event is so perfect for him. 
 
Rizzo's sheepish grin has become become well known to baseball fans. He's a must-follow on social 
media for his playful posts, including two recent ones. 
 
The first showed him in a tuxedo alongside his fiancee, Emily Vakos, making their Instagram followers 
wonder if they had eloped. The other was a tweet that appeared to show him in the water behind a pool 
of sharks, but he admits both were hoaxes. 
 
"I got fake married,'' Rizzo said. "I almost got eaten by a great white [shark] in the Bahamas, where there 
are no great whites. It's been nice.'' 
 
Rizzo can even make reporters smile, and that's not easy to do. But, by all accounts, he saves his best 
work for when he's among his teammates, whether in the clubhouse or after arriving at a hotel in the 
middle of the night. 
 
Rizzo says he gets as good as he gives. 
 
"If you're sensitive in this sport, you have to pick something else, especially in our clubhouse,'' Rizzo 
said. "We go at each other on a daily basis, on a nightly basis. If it's 5 in the morning and there's a funny 
joke, there's a text being sent.'' 
 
Under Maddon, the Cubs have established a history of strong finishes in August and September. It helps 
that Rizzo, Kris Bryant and their teammates maintain a sense of humor. 



 

 
"It's a long season and the better guys you have on your team, the shorter the season becomes,'' Rizzo 
said."The roller-coaster ride is a lot more fun with your hands up than clenching onto the seats all the 
time.'' 
 
He's right, and naturally he said it perfectly. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs promote 3 in baseball ops department 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs promoted Scott Harris to assistant general manager and Jeff Greenberg to director 
of baseball operations and named Shiraz Rehman assistant general manager of strategic initiatives. 
 
The 2018 season will be Harris' sixth with the Cubs. He joined in November '12 as director of baseball 
operations. Prior to working with the Cubs, Harris was coordinator of Major League operations with 
Major League Baseball for two years, and has also worked for the Nationals ('08) and Reds ('10). 
 
Greenberg joined the Cubs in 2012 as a baseball operations intern and was later promoted to assistant 
to the general manager prior to the '15 season. He interned for the Pirates ('06, '08), D-backs ('10) and 
the Labor Relations department at MLB (2009-11). 
 
Rehman, who has served the past five seasons as assistant general manager, will take on a newly-
created role, which will focus on evaluating existing systems and identifying and implementing solutions 
in an effort to create competitive advantages. 
 
Before joining the Cubs in 2011, Rehman spent six seasons with Arizona (2006-11), and completed an 
internship with the Red Sox in '05. Prior to joining the Red Sox, he spent time as a commodities trader 
and financial consultant. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Are the Cubs one pitcher short as they play free-agent waiting game? 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- As the Chicago Cubs gather for their annual fan convention this weekend, there’s a feeling 
they’ll be one player short. 
 
They’re still in the mix for another starting pitcher, but the team -- and seemingly the league -- is in wait-
and-see mode about dozens of still available free agents. It would be timely for the Cubs to unveil that 
final addition at the convention, but spring training is likely to begin with good players still on the 
market. 
 
The Cubs could go to camp next month with a starting staff of Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks, Jose Quintana, 
Tyler Chatwood and Mike Montgomery. It’s not bad but it’s also probably not deep enough, which is 
why Jake Arrieta, Yu Darvish and Alex Cobb continue to hover in their airspace. However, the Cubs have 
been pretty clear in drawing a line in the sand when it comes to their commitment to free-agent arms 
this winter: They want guys on shorter-term deals. The waiting game has been perplexing for players. 



 

 
“I was talking to some of the top-tier guys [pitchers],” Cubs new addition Steve Cishek said Thursday. 
“They’re a little confused, but they’re being patient, too. You have to be patient, but I think it will work 
out for them.” 
 
Cishek admits he’s been in touch with Cobb as the two were teammates during the second half of last 
season in Tampa Bay. 
 
“He’s enjoying it [the free-agent process], but it's moving a little slower than we all thought,” Cishek 
said. 
 
Already, the Cubs have signed five free-agent pitchers to big league contracts, the second most for them 
since at least 1990, according to ESPN Stats & Info. Incidentally, they signed six free-agent pitchers in 
2012. That came during their rebuilding phase when they simply needed bodies to fill spots. It’s a 
reminder that this is a unique offseason for a contender like the Cubs, who have so many holes that 
need filling. That’s one reason the team has employed a specific strategy in its signings. 
 
Only Chatwood's deal is for as long as three years. The feeling is if the Cubs add at least one more year 
to their conversations with any of Darvish, Arrieta or Cobb, they could be had. That’s also essentially 
why they moved on from closer Wade Davis, whom the Cubs preferred to keep on a two-year deal, 
according to league sources. Davis signed for three years with the Colorado Rockies. 
 
Either the Cubs have to come off their strict shorter-term strategy or the above pitchers are going to 
accept a shorter commitment than what they expected when they became free agents in November. 
Who will blink first? 
 
There are (finally) some rumblings that front offices are starting to step up their offers for free agents, 
according to league sources. It remains to be seen if the Cubs will be one of those teams. 
 
One player who could be rooting for a stalemate with free agents is Montgomery, who has made it clear 
he wants a starting gig. 
 
“That’s been my goal and I’ve expressed that since day one,” Montgomery said during the winter 
meetings. “That’s my mindset right now. I’m at that point in my career where I want to be a full-time 
starter. I’ve proved that I’m capable of it.” 
 
It might be up for debate whether Montgomery has actually shown he can take the ball and be effective 
for 32 starts. After all, he’s never done it, but being the guy who goes back and forth between jobs has 
also prevented him from maxing out in either role. It’s one reason he wants to make the move to starter 
now. 
 
“You have to be in charge of your career,” Montgomery said. “The last couple years, I’ve done 
everything they’ve asked. For me, it’s about now becoming a full-time starter.” 
 
Like the Cubs, their free-agent pitching pursuits and the rest of baseball, Montgomery may not know 
until the eve of spring training if he’s their fifth starter or if the Cubs reel in a sixth free-agent pitcher. 
They’ve waited this long ... what’s one more month? 
 
-- 
 



 

NBC Sports Chicago 
Steve Cishek ready to play multiple roles for Cubs, including recruiter 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Steve Cishek hasn't yet thrown a pitch in a Cubs uniform, but he has no problem playing recruiter for his 
new team, including even trying to bring John Lackey back.  
 
Though that's mostly for his own personal gain. 
 
When he had to choose a new jersey number, Cishek couldn't select No. 23 (Ryne Sandberg) or 31 
(Fergie Jenkins, Greg Maddux) since they're retired and many of the other numbers in the 20s and 30s 
were taken up. So the veteran reliever wound up choosing No. 41 and found out Thursday it was 
actually Lackey's number the last two years. 
 
"Maybe if he re-signs in Chicago, I can get something good from him for the number," Cishek joked 
Thursday at the Cubs Caravan Service Day at Kilmer Elementary School on Chicago's far north side. 
 
Towering over a plethora of grade school kids, Cishek finally had his "Welcome to Chicago" moment 
while walking in front of Sandberg and Clark the Cub. 
 
The 31-year-old right-handed submariner signed with the Cubs on the last day of the MLB Winter 
Meetings in mid-December, thus ensuring he would not be a casualty of this historically slow offseason. 
 
Cishek isn't keeping his recruiting pitches to just Lackey, however. After playing with Alex Cobb the last 
few months of the 2017 with the Rays, Cishek has reached out to the free agent starter to see how 
things have been going on the open market. 
 
Cobb has been linked to the Cubs since before the offseason even officially started and those talks only 
increased when Cobb's former pitching coach Jim Hickey joined Joe Maddon's staff. 
 
"He's worked so hard just to get to this point in his career, you might as well enjoy it," Cishek said. "He's 
enjoying it, I think. It's just moving a little slower than we all thought. 
 
"It'd be nice to see him in a Cubs uniform. He's a tremendous teammate, a good friend and obviously a 
tremendous competitor and someone you want on your team." 
 
That may be as far as Cishek's recruiting prowess goes, but it didn't take him much convincing to join the 
Cubs and he figures to be a big part of the pitching plan the next two seasons. 
 
Cishek loved the idea of pitching for a contender and a historic franchise like the Cubs. But he also was 
drawn to all the day games that will allow him to see his family for breakfast and dinner most gamedays. 
 
Cishek - who has 121 career saves - knows he's joining a bullpen that has several arms in the closer mix 
and Brandon Morrow penciled in as the ninth-inning option as of right now. 
 
He hasn't spoken to the Cubs about a specific role in the bullpen and will be ready for whatever comes 
his way. 
 
"I genuinely want to do whatever it takes to help the team win," Cishek said. "I signed here to win 
ballgames. If they want me coming in the fifth inning to get out of a jam - or the sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth inning - it doesn't matter to me. I'm comfortable in any situation." 



 

 
Like Cobb, Cishek is also familiar with Hickey and loves the pitching coach's dry sense of humor and old-
school style.  
 
In 26 games under Hickey's tutelage in Tampa Bay to close out last season, Cishek posted a sparkling 
1.09 ERA and 0.81 WHIP, striking out 26 batters in 24.2 innings. He credited a big part of that success to 
Hickey's style of conveying a scouting report that sets pitchers up for success without overwhelming 
them with information. 
 
Cishek is about to enter his ninth big-league season and has spent his entire career coming out of the 
bullpen. He's already made more than $21 million in his time in baseball and while his two-year, $13 
million pact with the Cubs isn't the type of money a lot of back-end bullpen options have received on 
the open market recently, Cishek couldn't pass up on an opportunity to join the Cubs and be a part of 
something special. 
 
He also knows relievers have never been as important as they are today. 
 
"A lot of position players will argue that we're like the kickers of baseball," Cishek said, "but kickers have 
a pretty big responsibility in football. A lot of times, the game's on the line for them. I'll take that 
parallel. 
 
"We're expected to go out there and put a zero up on the board and if we do, no one really notices. 
When things don't go well, everyone notices.  
 
"So it makes the job pretty tough... But yeah, that's the way the game's gone now - gotta lock down the 
last three innings." 
 
The only think Cishek isn't ready for is having his dance moves - which he admitted are seriously lacking - 
blasted out to the public via the video board and Cubs Twitter.  
 
But he's got plenty of time to come up with some dance moves before the Cubs' first game at Wrigley 
Field April 9. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Wrigley Field's major renovations on schedule, team says 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
If you have driven by or flown over Wrigley Field lately, you know more major renovations are under 
way. 
 
The most noticeable difference this season will be the relocating and widening of the dugouts, which 
will be moved from 15 to 30 feet down the left and right field lines and should provide more air 
circulation and better sight lines for the players. 
 
This week, a Cubs official confirmed that the work is on schedule, despite the cold weather. The Cubs 
are expected to reveal more details at the Cubs Convention, which starts Friday. 
 



 

Much of the excavation on the first and third base sides is designed for the Makers Mark Barrel Room 
and the W Club and is scheduled to open in 2019. Construction on the Catalina Club, located in the 
upper level behind home plate, also is targeted for 2019. 
 
The American Airlines 1914 Club remains on schedule to be open for the Cubs' April 9 home opener 
against the Pirates. 
 
Offseason work also includes expansion of concession areas, although those won't be completed until 
2019, said Julian Green, the Cubs' vice president of communications. 
 
This latest construction phase, which includes structural improvements and seat replacements, started 
Oct. 20, one day after the the Dodgers eliminated the Cubs in the National League Championship Series. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Anthony Rizzo throws wedding curve 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Anthony Rizzo’s adventuresome offseason included a trip to the Bahamas where he said he nearly got 
hit by a great white shark “where there are no great whites,” as well as a weekend trip to Jamaica. 
 
But a wedding caused the most attention, especially after Rizzo posted a photograph on his Instagram 
account featuring him exchanging smiles with his fiancee Emily Vakos with the sunset in the background. 
 
“I got fake married,” Rizzo quipped Thursday night, quelling any lingering speculation over whether he 
actually got married.. 
 
Rizzo, who wore a tuxedo in the photo, explained the situation. 
 
“One of my good friends got married,” Rizzo said. “I was in the bridal party. I was kind of silent on social 
media in the offseaon until then. I had a little laugh, and then it exploded.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Mark Grote takes trade from Cubs radio host job to Bears sideline in stride 
By Phil Rosenthal  
 
Mark Grote had asked for a meeting with his boss, Mitch Rosen, WSCR-AM 670’s operations director, to 
talk over the coming baseball season, which was to be his fourth as the Cubs’ pregame and postgame 
host. 
 
Grote had a checklist of things he wanted to go over when they sat down the day after Christmas. Rosen 
had a thought. So much for the list. 
 
“He proposed the idea of me going to the Bears and possibly putting Zach (Zaidman) on the Cubs, and I 
have to say I was surprised,” Grote said Thursday, a day after the job swap was announced, pausing ever 
so slightly between “was” and “surprised.” 
 



 

“I had no idea. There was no thought in my mind whatsoever that there would be any kind of proposal 
for change, but I took the time to think about it, and at this point I’m at peace with it.” 
 
Zaidman, who logged 14 seasons as The Score’s Bears reporter and sideline reporter on game 
broadcasts for Entercom sister stations WBBM-AM 780 and WCFS-FM 105.9, indicated he would prefer 
to be interviewed closer to Cubs spring training. He said Wednesday via Twitter that he is “excited to 
join the Cubs broadcast team” and “extremely grateful for my time covering the Bears,” which he called 
“quite the journey.” 
 
As for the impetus to upend The Score’s two biggest reporting beats — a change affecting game-day 
broadcasts for both the Cubs’ and Bears’ flagship stations — Rosen has said only that he felt it was time 
for a change. 
 
The switch was announced less than 24 hours after the Bears introduced Matt Nagy as their new coach 
and almost four months after the Bears renewed their rights deal with WBBM, their radio home since 
2000. 
 
“The best part of this is both Zach and Mark are terrific people,” Rosen said. “For Zach, it gives him an 
opportunity to work in baseball and travel full time with the Cubs. For Mark, he will cover what could be 
an exciting year with a new coach and do sideline reports on WBBM during games. I look at it as a win-
win for everyone.” 
 
Zaidman will continue to report on the coaching comings and goings as Nagy assembles his staff, and 
he’ll keep doing “Bears All-Access” through the end of this month. 
 
But after calling Friday night’s DePaul-Providence basketball game, Zaidman also is scheduled to work a 
three-hour shift beginning at noon Saturday from the Cubs Convention. Eventually he’ll make his way to 
spring training in Arizona. 
 
The Cubs open their 2018 season in about 11 weeks in Miami. 
 
“My offseason just got extended,” Grote said. “I was getting ready to go to work, and now I’ve got even 
more free time than I thought, and for the first time in three or four years I’ll have a summer.” 
 
Grote enjoyed terrific rapport with Cubs announcers Pat Hughes and Ron Coomer, but baseball 
broadcasts are less regimented than pro football. 
 
Whether he’ll have the opportunity to be as loose with Bears voices Jeff Joniak and Tom Thayer while 
weathering rain and snow, or even as he reports on the team during the week from Halas Hall, is an 
open question. 
 
“It probably will be difficult, but to be honest with you, I thought it would be difficult with the Cubs too,” 
Grote said. “I’m going to try my hardest to be myself. I know I can’t always make a joke out of 
everything, but I can’t help but be myself. I hope that (humor) will come through in a non-forced way. … 
If I lose that, I lose myself, so I hope there’s room.” 
 
During what turned out to be Grote’s swan song with the Cubs, Hughes made a point to thank him 
during the bottom of the ninth inning in Game 5 of the National League Championship Series against the 
Dodgers for his contributions. 
 



 

As it was clear that would be the end of the line for the 2017 Cubs, Hughes and Coomer tried to 
acknowledge everyone from Cubs and WSCR management to sponsors and listeners. Finally, Hughes got 
to Grote, who he noted was busy preparing the postgame program. 
 
“Mark does wonderful work on the pregame show and during the games all year long and the postgame 
shows,” Hughes said. “He gets here early and stays late.” 
 
Hughes might have said even more, but that’s precisely when Willson Contreras lined out to Charlie 
Culberson for the third out. So much for the list. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs promote Scott Harris to assistant general manager 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
The Cubs adjusted their front office Thursday with two promotions and the creation of a new position. 
 
Scott Harris was promoted to assistant general manager after five seasons as director of baseball 
operations. Harris worked for the Washington Nationals (2008), Cincinnati Reds (2010) and also served 
as coordinator of minor league operations for Major League Baseball before joining the Cubs in 2012. 
 
Harris earned his bachelor’s degree in economics at UCLA in 2009 and received his master’s degree from 
Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Management in 2015. 
 
Jeff Greenberg, who joined the Cubs in 2012 as an intern before being moved up to assistant to the GM 
in 2015, takes over as director of baseball operations. Greenberg served as an intern for the Pirates 
(2006, 2008), Diamondbacks (2010) and the labor relations department at MLB (2009-2011). Greenberg 
holds degrees from Columbia Law School and the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Shiraz Rehman, an assistant GM with the Cubs for the past five seasons, takes over the newly created 
role as assistant GM for strategic initiatives. Rehman’s concentration will be on evaluating existing 
systems, and recognizing and applying solutions in an effort to create competitive advantages for the 
organization. 
 
Rehman worked for the Diamondbacks for six seasons (2006-11) and interned with the Red Sox in 2005. 
Rehman served as a commodities trader and financial consultant before working for the Red Sox. 
Rehman earned his bachelor’s degree from McGill University in 1999 and his master’s degree from 
Columbia Business School in 2006. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
New Cubs reliever Steve Cishek eager to join retooled bullpen 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Steve Cishek was pleased that the Cubs thought so highly of him so quickly in December that he agreed 
to be a part of their newly retooled bullpen. 
 



 

And given the deliberate pace that the Cubs and other teams have embarked on in their search for 
starting pitching, Cishek accepts the responsibility that he and his fellow relievers will take on — starting 
with Friday night’s Cubs Convention opening ceremony at the Sheraton Grand Chicago. 
 
“A lot of position players will argue that we’re the kickers of baseball, but kickers have a big 
responsibility in football,” Cishek said Thursday before he, Hall of Famer Ryne Sandberg and about 150 
Cubs employees participated in several service projects at Kilmer Elementary School. “A lot of times the 
game is on the line for them, so I’ll take that parallel. 
 
“We’re expected to go out and put a zero on the board. And if we do, no one really notices. But if things 
don’t go well, everyone notices.” 
 
Cishek, along with pitchers Tyler Chatwood and Hall of Famer Andre Dawson, will be among the most 
significant newcomers introduced before a capacity crowd. 
 
One of the biggest absentees, however, will be closer Wade Davis, who saved 32 games in 33 chances 
before signing a three-year, $52 million contract with the Rockies. 
 
But before Davis signed two weeks ago, the Cubs already had signed Brandon Morrow and Cishek, who 
has 121 career saves. But Cishek, 31, doesn’t mind that Morrow (18 career saves) will get first crack at 
replacing Davis. 
 
“Like I‘ve been saying, I’ll do what it takes to help the team win ballgames, and (pitching coach) Jim 
Hickey saw me last year coming into a lot of different situations. I‘m comfortable doing whatever.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon likes the versatility of his bullpen that includes holdovers Pedro Strop, Carl 
Edwards Jr. and Justin Grimm but hinted “I don’t think our guys are done yet” in their quest for relief 
help. 
 
But for now, the Cubs can be encouraged that the sidearm-throwing Cishek, who saved 73 games with 
the Marlins in 2013-14, got stronger in 2017 after slowing recovering from left hip surgery last winter. 
 
Cishek credited the Mariners’ training staff and pitching coach Mel Stottlemyre Jr. for eventually getting 
him back to top form before he was dealt to the Rays, where he joined Hickey and posted a 1.09 ERA in 
26 appearances. 
 
“I was throwing 91-92 (mph) again,” Cishek recalled. “My breaking ball had depth to it for the first time 
in a while. Everything came together, and I rode it out until the end of the season.” 
 
The Cubs’ bullpen posted the National League’s third-lowest ERA (3.80) despite issuing 264 walks in 559 
innings. But Cishek posted a 3.71 walk-to-strikeout ratio with the Rays — where he was a teammate of 
Cubs starting pitching target Alex Cobb. 
 
“(The market) is moving slower than we all thought, but it would be nice to see him in a Cubs uniform,” 
Cishek said. “He’s a tremendous teammate, a good friend and a tremendous competitor, someone you 
would want on your team.” 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Sun-Times 
No collusion? No rushin’ to sign free agents this winter, either 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Maybe the Cubs haven’t announced their next big winter signing because they’re waiting for the Cubs 
Convention opening ceremonies Friday night at the downtown Sheraton. 
 
That’s gotta be it, right? 
 
Close your eyes and you can almost smell the anticipation and excitement. 
 
Except that isn’t anticipation and excitement. 
 
It’s nearly the entire top of a free agent class rotting on the vine at the midpoint between the Winter 
Meetings and the start of most spring training camps. 
 
Whether it’s the new normal, it’s a new experience for teams such as the Cubs and for agents 
representing dozens of anxious players – who occasionally can even be heard whispering the word 
“collusion” in private conversations. 
 
Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer addressed a downtown civic club Thursday on about the same date as 
has done for years, then quickly discovered how much different this talk would go. 
 
“Usually I give an offseason recap,” he said, “but this time it feels like it’s not even close to the ending.” 
 
Wait until he gets upstairs to that Sheraton ballroom for Saturday’s 9 a.m. front office session and fans 
start peppering him and team president Theo Epstein about where their new frontline starter is – and 
whether he’s going to come in the form of Yu Darvish, Alex Cobb or even a returning Jake Arrieta. 
 
And what about adding to the bullpen? Is Brandon Morrow really going to replace Wade Davis as the 
closer? What about Greg Holland? And what about a leadoff hitter? Maybe Lorenzo Cain? 
 
More than two months into the offseason, first baseman Carlos Santana’s three-year, $60 million deal 
with the Phillies remains the biggest free agent deal of the winter. Davis’ three-year, $52 million deal 
with the Rockies is the biggest for a pitcher, and Tyler Chatwood’s three-year, $38 million deal early last 
month with the Cubs is the biggest for a starting pitcher. 
 
And the Arrieta-Darvish-Cobb-Lance Lynn logjam atop the starting market doesn’t seem ready to 
dislodge in the next few hours or even days – with six to eight teams hovering and so far falling well 
short of the five- and six-plus-year offers we’ve seen top pitchers command in recent years. 
 
Collusion? There may be a twinge of the same feeling in this market as in 1987, when teams actually did 
secretly agree to limit dollars and years to free agents. 
 
And there has been a conspicuous silence from most executives publicly when it comes to talking about 
free agents – even to express general interest – compared to past years. Whether that is in part a result 
of a message delivered by commissioner Rob Manfred when he met with GMs and baseball presidents 
during the GM meetings in November, nobody seems willing to say much at all publicly about the 
market forces at play this winter. 
 



 

Privately, insiders on both sides of the issue point to several factors in play, including some that would 
seem obvious: 
 
The new collective bargaining agreement contains low, owner-friendly luxury tax payroll thresholds 
(relative to industry revenues and across-the-board spending ability), with increasing penalties for 
successive years exceeding them. Even the Yankees and Dodgers now are committed to lowering their 
behemoth payrolls below the thresholds, along with the Giants. That takes almost half the traditional 
big spenders out of the megadeal business this year. 
 
The Cubs also are among those teams – and among the many looking ahead at a class next year that 
includes Bryce Harper, Manny Machado and, possibly, Clayton Kershaw. 
 
Unlike the front office landscape of even 15 years ago, every team now has a bona fide, capable 
analytics department devoted to comparing cost to risk while projecting competitive windows and 
future markets. 
 
Agent Scott Boras has a disproportionate number of top clients this winter and historically is not afraid 
to take his clients well into January, and even February, to get the deals he seeks. 
 
“There was definitely a sense it could be a slower market,” Hoyer said. “But that said we were very 
focused. We were aggressive and went after Chatwood early in the offseason.” 
 
As for another starter this weekend? Or a reliever? 
 
There’s always the chance Kyle Hendricks or Justin Grimm gets something done and avoid arbitration. 
 
 
LAST-MINUTE SHOPPING 
 
The long list of valuable free agents still unsigned could form a starting rotation and lineup (including 
closer) with 24 combined All-Star selections (in parentheses): 
 
Pitchers 
 
SP – Jake Arrieta (1) 
SP – Yu Darvish (4) 
SP – Alex Cobb (0) 
SP – Lance Lynn (1) 
CL – Greg Holland (2) 
 
Hitters 
 
CF Lorenzo Cain (1) 
1B Eric Hosmer (1) 
RF J.D. Martinez (1) 
3B Mike Moustakas (2) 
LF Melky Cabrera (1) 
C Jonathan Lucroy (2) 
SS Alcides Escobar (1) 
2B Neil Walker (0) 
DH Matt Holliday (7) 



 

 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Will Cubs star Kris Bryant break MLB’s $10 million arbitration record? 
By Chris De Luca 
 
In what has become a frigid hot-stove season, an avalanche of contracts started coming together 
Thursday as major-league teams look to avoid arbitration. 
 
And that brings us to the Cubs and Kris Bryant … and what could become a record deal. 
 
Bryant — the 2016 National League MVP — is arbitration-eligible for the first time. Coming off a 2017 
season when he hit .295 with 29 home runs and 73 RBI (and earned $1.05 million), Bryant could break 
the arbitration bank. 
 
The arbitration record was set in 2008, when the Phillies’ Ryan Howard landed a $10 million deal. The 
question is whether Bryant, 26, will break that record 10 years later. 
 
Our friends at MLBTradeRumors.com made a compelling case for Bryant today and their analysis found 
that Bryant will likely fall short of the Howard benchmark at $9.88 million. (Check out their complete 
post.) 
 
Team insiders are buzzing with speculation that a Bryant contract could be announced during the Cubs 
Convention that starts Friday and runs through Sunday. 
 
Here’s something to keep in mind as we are watching MLB owners pay exceedingly close attention to 
their payrolls: Howard went from making $900,000 to landing a $10 million payday. 
 
And Howard was nearly a year older than Bryant when he set his record. 
 
For context, the Cubs paid Bryant the $1.05 million in 2017, just enough to give him the record for a 
player with zero to three years of service. 
 
Not only is agent Scott Boras going to push to break Howard’s $10 million record, but the Cubs are 
expected to give him a bit over $10 million to keep their franchise player happy. 
 
It’s your move, Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Steve Cishek ready to do whatever it takes, including dance 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
New reliever Steve Cishek made it clear that he will do just about anything to help the Cubs win. His only 
concern was whether or not his dance moves would be up to par with the rest of the staff, but those are 
sure to come with time. 
 



 

It is no secret the Cubs have a certain appeal many other teams would kill for. They have a long-standing 
tradition, a dedicated fan base and a recent trend as postseason contenders. Newly renovated facilities 
are just icing on the cake, according to Cishek. 
 
“Who wouldn’t want to play for the Cubs?” Cishek said Thursday. 
 
But what really drew Cishek to the Cubs was the family dynamic and, oddly enough, the day games, 
which allow him to eat breakfast and dinner with his family. Oh, and the bullpens located under the 
bleachers, which offer him rescue from the scorching sun in summer. 
 
After a rocky 2017, the Cubs’ bullpen was a focal point during the offseason. Although the team was 
unable to re-sign closer Wade Davis — he took a megadeal worth $52 million with the Rockies last 
month — they  added depth by signing Cishek and Brandon Morrow. 
 
Morrow had a breakout season for the Dodgers last year when he went 6-0 with two saves and a 2.06 
ERA in 45 games. He likely will be Davis’ primary replacement as closer. 
 
Cishek said he will fill any role that the Cubs want. 
 
“I’ll do whatever it takes to help the team win ballgames,” said Cishek, who was coming off of hip 
surgery last season and still managed a 2.01 ERA in 49 appearances for the Mariners and Rays. 
 
“[Pitching coach Jim] Hickey saw me last year coming into a whole bunch of different situations. I’m 
comfortable doing whatever. I just love having the ball in my hand and getting out there.” 
 
Cishek is even willing to lend his hand on the recruiting front. The Cubs, who still need to add another 
starter to their rotation, have been linked to right-hander Alex Cobb. 
 
Cishek and Cobb were both with the Rays last season, along with Hickey. Cishek said he has reached out 
to Cobb during the offseason. 
 
“It’d be nice to see him in a Cubs uniform,” Cishek said. “He’s a tremendous teammate, a good friend 
and obviously a tremendous competitor and someone you want on your team.” 
 
Cishek’s opinion on Cobb agreed with what manager Joe Maddon said Wednesday. 
 
“I love Alex Cobb,” Maddon said. “This is a man’s man, and he’s very highly accountable, and he’s really 
good.” 
 
Cishek said he already feels a part of the Cubs despite only being in contact with a few of the players via 
Twitter and texting. He also said he sees the potential for success next season. 
 
As for the dancing, well, that might take some time. 
 
“I asked [Mike Montgomery] what his dance repertoire was and he said he only had two that he stuck 
with,” Cishek said. “So, I guess I have to come up with a couple.” 
 
-- 
 



 

Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs manager Maddon comfortable with revamped bullpen 
By Bruce Miles 
 
For my money, the first law of modern baseball is that bullpens are the most fickle and finicky part of 
any team. 
 
The second law is that the bullpen that starts the season is never the one that finishes the season. 
 
"Annually, bullpens are difficult to really define," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said Wednesday during his 
charity event. "It normally takes about a month to figure out what you've got going on. We'll work our 
way through (spring-training) camp, and then that first month of the season, they'll tell us where they 
belong." 
 
It will be a revamped Cubs relief corps. 
 
Gone is closer Wade Davis, who signed a free-agent deal with the Colorado Rockies. Former closer 
Hector Rondon was not tendered a contract, and he signed with the Houston Astros. Dependable lefty 
Brian Duensing is a free agent after one season with the Cubs. 
 
So far this off-season, the Cubs have signed former Los Angeles Dodgers right-hander Brandon Morrow, 
and until further notice he will be the closer. 
 
They've added others to the mix, including side-armer Steve Cishek, who took part in the Cubs' service-
day program Thursday at Kilmer Elementary School in Chicago's Rogers Park neighborhood. He was the 
lone active Cubs player to participate, joining Hall of Famer Ryne Sandberg and TV analyst Jim Deshaies, 
the emcee for the event. 
 
Cishek, who pitched last year for Seattle and Tampa Bay, knows all about the ups and downs a bullpen 
endures. 
 
"For sure," he said. "We spend more time together than any other ballplayers on the team. We're out 
there on like a stranded island, sometimes it feels like. It's a lot of conversations going on. We're always 
trying to pick each other up. 
 
"That's always been the M.O. When one guy goes out there and your name's called, you're going out 
there to pick him up, whether it was good or bad. That's your job, to put a zero on the board." 
 
Maddon expects lefty Justin Wilson to bounce back. Wilson had a rough go after the Cubs obtained him 
in a July 31 trade with Detroit. With the Cubs, Wilson had an ERA of 5.09 and a WHIP of 2.09. 
 
Returning are Pedro Strop, Justin Grimm, Carl Edwards Jr. and swingman Mike Montgomery. 
 
"Love it," Maddon said. "Brandon Morrow, you saw what he was able to do. I've been a fan of this fella 
for years. It's very exciting to get him out there at the end of the game, him understanding exactly 
what's going on and trying to parcel his work and not overutilize him. 
 
"I think a little linchpin is Justin Wilson. We get him back on track, which I believe we will, he'll make all 
the difference in the world to the success of our bullpen because beyond that you look at CJ (Edwards) 
and Stropie, they're bedrock. They're versatile. They're the (Ben) Zobrist kind of relief pitchers. 
 



 

"You could put them anywhere and they don't care." 
 
Crediting Trader Jack: 
 
Steve Cishek credits former big-league manager "Trader" Jack McKeon for helping him perfect his 
unorthodox delivery when both were with the Marlins. 
 
"I've been pretty much the same, similar arm angle as long as I can remember," Cishek said. "I don't 
know how to throw any other way. They tried to make throw over the top one year, and it was a 
disaster in the minor leagues. I threw harder, but I was getting crushed. 
 
"It's funny. You don't get the workload in the minor leagues you do in the big leagues. In ' 11, Jack 
McKeon took over as manager. And I was literally throwing off the mound every day, just in case. 
 
"My arm got tired, man. Sure enough, just to keep the ball down, my arm slot got lower and lower, and 
it's just a natural arm slot for me. I kind of credit Jack for that." 
 
Cubs promote three: 
 
The Cubs on Thursday promoted Scott Harris to assistant general manager and Jeff Greenberg to 
director of baseball operations. They named Shiraz Rehman assistant GM / strategic initiatives. 
 
Harris enters his sixth season with the Cubs. He joined them in 2012 as director of baseball operations. 
 
Greenberg also joined the Cubs in 2012 as a baseball-operations intern and was later promoted to 
assistant to the general manager before the 2015 season. 
 
Rehman, who has served the past five seasons as assistant GM, will "focus on evaluating existing 
systems, and identifying & implementing solutions in an effort to create competitive advantages for the 
organization," according to the team's statement. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Anthony Rizzo one of many Cubs to use the offseason to recharge for 2018 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
You didn’t see Anthony Rizzo twerking on “Saturday Night Live” this offseason. You didn't see Kris Bryant 
gabbing with Ellen DeGeneres and Jimmy Kimmel. No Cubs players rode around in a Disney World 
parade. 
 
By the time the Los Angeles Dodgers eliminated the defending champs from the National League 
Championship Series, Bryant felt completely drained, physically tired and mentally exhausted from 
carrying the load of the reigning MVP. After playing in 472 games plus eight playoff rounds within three 
years, Rizzo couldn’t find the right “Rocky” music for inspiration, going 1-for-17 with eight strikeouts 
against the Dodgers. The Cubs needed a detox from being the Cubs. 
 
Looking back, the Cubs can now admit how much they coasted into the All-Star break with a 43-45 
record, forced president of baseball operations Theo Epstein to think about selling at the trade deadline 
and still needed a team meeting in the middle of September to refocus. 
 



 

“Energy” and “enthusiasm” already sound like the buzzwords for manager Joe Maddon when pitchers 
and catchers report to spring training next month. As surreal as it must have been to have total 
strangers constantly thanking you, corporations throwing around endorsement money and reaching an 
entirely new level of celebrity, the 2018 Cubs should have a little more edge, fewer distractions and 
something to prove. 
 
“It was different,” Rizzo said. “We’re playing a big weekend series in April in Boston and everyone’s 
writing about the playoff picture, potential World Series. The vibe, it’s just different. Those games didn’t 
mean as much to us, because we just came off that crazy high we were on. 
 
“The whole first half, it showed how good we were, to be honest, because – you guys know – we were 
kind of in cruise control.” 
 
There was skinny Kyle Schwarber walking through Studio Paris on Thursday night before Rizzo’s “Laugh-
off for Cancer” charity event, his body completely transformed from an offseason conditioning program. 
There was Addison Russell, the All-Star shortstop who looked lost at times during a season marked by 
injuries and off-the-field turmoil. There was David Ross, because Grandpa Rossy seems to be 
everywhere, from this River North nightclub to ESPN to “Dancing with the Stars” to his book that’s 
supposed to be made into a movie. 
 
“It’s not easy coming off that type of season,” Rizzo said. “We knew it was going to be hard. We fought 
through it every day. It’s not like you have one individual not trying or just going through the motions. It 
was just different. It’s something you really can’t explain. We came together, like we always do, and we 
put our best foot forward. We were on 'E' there for a while.” 
 
The Cubs were running out of gas after surviving an unbelievable elimination game against the 
Washington Nationals and hit empty by mid-October. Rizzo has purposely kept a low profile this winter, 
appearing at the World Series only to pick up his Roberto Clemente Award for his charity work. He didn't 
try to re-recruit Jake Arrieta, knowing how relentless Epstein’s front office can be, and the only time he 
went viral when he posted a black-tie photo with his fiancee at a friend’s wedding: “I got fake married.” 
 
“I’ve been pretty much off the grid,” Rizzo said. “How is J.D. Martinez not signed? (Yu) Darvish? Jake? 
But it’s the process and they’re going through it. I’m sure teams are trying to get them to bring their 
prices down. And they’re not worth those prices, so they’re holding out. There’s a lot of good talent out 
there that’s going to be signed here probably in the next couple weeks.” 
 
If the Cubs sign Darvish, then spring training will have more of a circus atmosphere again. But when 
Cubs Convention opens on Friday night at the Sheraton Grand Chicago, it won’t be about Theo-palooza 
or Maddon’s shot-and-a-beer welcome to town or the frenzied anticipation after a surprising 2015 
playoff run or last year’s delirious World Series celebration. “60 Minutes” won’t be filming for a future 
segment. It’s back to business for what should be a very hungry team. 
 
“We fell short last year,” Rizzo said. “We want to get back to the top.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Will Alex Cobb talk himself into the Cubs? Maybe that's 'The Plan' 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The longer this drags out, the easier it becomes to think a free agent might talk himself into the Cubs. 



 

 
It’s 40,000 fans jammed into Wrigley Field, Chicago in the summertime and a place where the players 
are treated like kings. It’s facing National League lineups with an elite defense behind you and an 
offense that should score 800-plus runs again. Manager Joe Maddon basically lets you do whatever you 
want. New pitching coach Jim Hickey knows what he’s doing. And the money’s still good, even if it’s not 
exactly what you hoped for. 
 
That appears to be the Cubs' strategy, maybe it's wishful thinking, as they wait to see what happens 
with Alex Cobb, Yu Darvish and Jake Arrieta. 
 
Cobb, for one, won’t require a nine-figure investment, and between Maddon and Hickey and old 
teammates from the Tampa Bay Rays, the Cubs have unique insight into his personality and recovery 
from Tommy John surgery. 
 
“I’ve reached out to him,” new reliever Steve Cishek said Thursday during a pre-Cubs Convention stop at 
Kilmer Elementary School in Rogers Park. “Just seeing what’s going on, how this process is going for him, 
because he worked so hard to get to this point in his career, he might as well enjoy it. He is enjoying it. 
It’s just moving on a little slower than we all thought. 
 
“But it would be nice to see him in a Cubs uniform. He’s a tremendous teammate, good friend and 
obviously a tremendous competitor, someone you want on your team.” 
 
Cishek, the right-hander with the funky sidearm delivery who got traded from the Seattle Mariners to 
Tampa Bay during the middle of last season, signed a two-year, $13 million contract in the middle of 
December, part of a run on relievers that left one agent wondering about the conventional wisdom of 
pushing minor-league clients to keep starting as long as possible. The old edict of “following the money” 
might now push pitchers to the bullpen. 
 
“It’s kind of bizarre,” Cishek said. “Starting pitchers, some of the top-tier guys, they’re a little bit 
confused. But they’re being patient, too. Obviously, I’m not a front-office guy, so I don’t really know 
what’s going on. But I think the bottom line is you just got to be patient. And I think those guys 
understand it’s going to work out for them. It was surprising to see the reliever market go so fast, but I 
was thankful for it, just to get that stress out of the way.” 
 
Scott Boras never looks or sounds rattled, and this is the super-agent in his natural element, laying in 
wait as he continues to sell Arrieta as a Cy Young Award winner/World Series hero/fitness freak who can 
keep pitching deep into his 30s. Boras can keep trying to make deals at the ownership level and playing 
the Cubs against the St. Louis Cardinals and Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Central. Arrieta is someone 
who proudly wore Boras Corp. gear around the Cubs clubhouse and understands how his agent 
operates. 
 
Darvish reportedly had the Cubs on a list of five “finalists” – along with the Texas Rangers, New York 
Yankees, Houston Astros and Minnesota Twins – at least until he claimed there's a “mystery team” out 
there. 
 
Cobb isn’t on the Darvish/Arrieta level, because he’s never thrown 180 innings or made 30 starts in a 
single season. But he came very close last season with the Rays, going 12-10 with a 3.66 ERA before 
turning down the one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer. He’s only 30 years old with just 700 innings of 
big-league stress on his right arm, meaning there could be upside. 
 



 

Cubs president Theo Epstein is curious to see if someone gets antsy and the supply-and-demand forces 
create an unexpected opportunity to add a frontline pitcher. Cishek grew up on Cape Cod rooting for the 
Boston Red Sox and knows how Epstein’s vision helped turn Wrigleyville into a destination. 
 
“It’s certainly impressive,” Cishek said. “Obviously, they want to win. Ever since Theo came here, it 
seems like he had a plan, right? And now look what happened: They win a World Series two years ago 
and they’re still building, just trying to continue to have a franchise that’s going to be the best in 
baseball. You see that as a ballplayer, you want to be a part of something like that.” 
 
-- 
 
 


