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Rockies reflect on taking big 'step forward' 
Despite season-ending loss, club proud of ending postseason drought, gaining experience 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | 3:00 AM ET 
 
 
PHOENIX -- Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez encapsulated a season that didn't go as planned, but turned out better 

than most outside of the club expected. 

The 2017 season "has been my best year," said Gonzalez, a three-time All-Star who needed a strong final two months to 

achieve a .262 average, 14 home runs and 57 RBIs. "People can look at my numbers and think that I'm crazy. But it's not 

about your personal numbers. In the past, I was putting up monster numbers and went home sad because I didn't get a 

chance to win a trophy. This year was different." 

 

The same could be said for the Rockies, whose season ended with an 11-8 loss to the D-backs in the National League 

Wild Card Game at Chase Field on Wednesday night. 

Colorado was coming off six straight sub-.500 seasons, but the club believed it had the talent to make a major jump. 

However, right-hander and expected rotation leader Chad Bettis was diagnosed with testicular cancer and had to 

undergo chemotherapy at the start of the season, righty Jon Gray suffered a right foot stress fracture in April and missed 

a month and a half, and lefty Tyler Anderson underwent knee surgery in early July and missed two months. 

Yet young pitchers performed solidly through the early months, and otherworldly performances put center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon and third baseman Nolan Arenado in the thick of NL Most Valuable Player Award consideration. 

MEDIA CLIPS – October 5, 2017 

http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257410972/d-backs-beat-rockies-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
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Keeping it going will take work. Starting pitching will be young again next year, and the team must decide on several key 

free agents -- Gonzalez, who has been with the club since 2009, relievers Greg Holland, Pat Neshek and Jake McGee, 

and catcher Jonathan Lucroy among them. 

But Wednesday felt like the start of something, even if the season ended. 

"We did a lot of things right," said Blackmon, who led the Majors in batting (.331) and set Major League records for leadoff 

men in total bases (383) and RBIs (102 of his 103 came from the No. 1 spot). "I don't think you look at a successful 

season as a negative because of this last game. We saw a lot of improvement this year over the year before. We took a 

step forward." 

The Rockies spent the entire season in contention, tied a club record (and shed a longstanding problem) by going 41-40 

on the road during the regular season, and withstood late challenges from the Brewers and Cardinals for postseason 

position. 

Even Wednesday's loss was a signature moment. Gray, who rebounded from his injury, gave up four runs in 1 1/3 

innings, and former Rockie Daniel Descalso's two-run homer off Anderson made the deficit 6-0. Yet Colorado pushed 

Arizona ace Zack Greinke out of the game after 3 1/3 innings and cut the deficit to 6-5 through seven, and after back-to-

back solo homers by Arenado and Trevor Story, 8-7 through eight. 

Asked if the season was a success, Arenado said, "In a way, not entirely. We've got a lot of young guys here. This is their 

first go-round in a big league season and the playoffs. Especially me -- this is my first time in the playoffs. The experience 

was good for us." 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/518614/daniel-descalso
http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
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Rox battle to finish, but fall short in WC Game 
 
By Steve Gilbert and Thomas Harding / MLB.com | 1:51 AM ET 

 

PHOENIX -- Archie Bradley has made his mark this year on the mound, but it was his work with the bat that made the 

difference in the D-backs' 11-8 win over the Rockies in the National League Wild Card Game on Wednesday night at 

Chase Field. 

Arizona advances to face Los Angeles in the NL Division Series presented by T-Mobile, with Game 1 on Friday at 

Dodger Stadium. 

 

With the D-backs clinging to a 6-5 lead Wednesday, Bradley came to the plate in the bottom of the seventh with runners 

at first and second. Not wanting to take his setup man out of the game, manager Torey Lovullo let Bradley hit, and 

the right-hander rewarded his skipper's faith with a triple to left-center that scored a pair of runs and put Arizona up 

three runs. 

Those runs were crucial after the Rockies scored a pair of runs off Bradley in the eighth. 

"I knew I wasn't as sharp and I was going to give up some homers, so I needed a little cushion to forgive myself a little 

bit," said Bradley. "But yeah, you know, these are the type of moments you live for and these are the things you dream 

about. An eighth-inning guy getting a triple in the Wild Card Game to give us two runs. It's just unbelievable. I want to give 

a shoutout to this crowd, too. Our fans were amazing tonight." 

"Nobody would have thought [Bradley's triple] would happen, but that's the beauty of our game, when things like this 

happen," said Colorado manager Bud Black. "That's what makes this game special. Nobody could have predicted that. 

Again, that's why this game is so great." 

That the game was even close seemed to be unthinkable early on when the D-backs scored three runs in the first, one in 

the second and two more in the third to grab a 6-0 lead with ace Zack Greinke on the mound. 

But Greinke was not at his best, and the Rockies got back into the game with a four-run fourth inning, chasing Greinke 

after 3 2/3 innings pitched. Meanwhile, Colorado's bullpen settled down after starter Jon Gray allowed four runs -- 

including Paul Goldschmidt's three-run homer in the first -- in just 1 1/3 innings. 

"It was just a curveball, glove side, down, and I overthrew it," Gray said. "I tried to do too much." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605151/archie-bradley
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/257447262/d-backs-ready-for-challenge-of-playing-dodgers/
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/257412006/archie-bradley-triples-in-nl-wild-card-game
http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257449110/jon-gray-struggles-in-rockies-loss-to-d-backs/
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Jonathan Lucroy scored from third on a sacrifice bunt by Charlie Blackmon in the seventh, pulling the Rockies to within 

a run at 6-5 before Bradley's key at-bat later in the inning. 

Three more Arizona runs in the bottom of the eighth, two coming on A.J. Pollock's triple -- the postseason record-tying 

fourth of the game for the D-backs -- sealed the win. It was third time in postseason history a team had four triples and the 

first since 1903. 

"This ballpark, with big gaps, the ball can move quickly through the grass," said Lovullo. "I think triples in this ballpark 

don't totally surprise me. But if you compile four in one game, it's a little bit of a shock. After one day, I think I've seen 

everything, and this was an incredible game." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

What slump? Goldschmidt hit .171 in September, his worst month statistically in the big leagues, and he finished the year 

in an 0-for-17 slump. He also had to answer questions about his struggles against Gray, against whom he was 0-for-11 in 

his career, with five strikeouts. The narrative changed quickly in the first when Goldschmidt hit a three-run homer off 

Gray. That set the tone for the D-backs and immediately put Gray on the defensive. 

"I was just trying to get the run in from third," said Goldschmidt. "I had a lot of chances in the next couple of at-bats. I 

didn't get the job done, so I was glad to get it done the first time. You're just trying to get on the board there, and we were 

able to score, and the guys kept scoring." 

That was close: After his triple, Bradley went out in the top of the eighth and allowed back-to-back one-out homers 

to Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story to allow Colorado to pull within a run. After Gerardo Parra grounded out, pinch-

hitter Pat Valaika doubled to right-center to put the tying run in scoring position. Bradley, though, managed to get Lucroy 

to fly to right to end the threat. 

"I don't want to say it got easier, but as we climbed back into the game, it felt more like a game," said Black. "It felt more 

like, 'Hey, we're on to something. We've got a chance here to win this game.' Down, 6-0, with Greinke on the mound, 

that's long odds. But here come our guys fighting like hell all throughout the game. Even in the ninth, we kept going for our 

base hits. You just keep competing. That's what you do." 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Maybe it was the adrenaline of the postseason, but Arizona outfielder J.D. Martinezset a personal best when he beat the 

relay throw on a potential double play in the eighth inning. Martinez went from home to first in 4.21 seconds, while his 

http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/257412004/paul-goldschmidt-homers-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/257412004/paul-goldschmidt-homers-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257454846/arenado-story-homer-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez


    

5 
 

previous best time this year was 4.28 seconds. Martinez's sprint speed on the play was 28.6 feet/second and his max-

effort average this year was 26.8 feet/second. 

That little extra wound up paying off, because if Martinez had not been safe, the inning would have been over. Instead, it 

continued and the D-backs scored three runs to put the game away. 

RARE LOSS FOR ROX 

The Rockies lost just two regular-season games when scoring at least eight runs -- 15-12, at home against the Nationals 

on April 25, and 12-8, at Cincinnati on May 20. 

QUOTABLE 

"Everyone was really excited. I think it was first excitement and then maybe more disbelief. There was a picture, and I 

don't even know if I was cheering. I was in shock. It's an unbelievable job by him just battling. It wasn't easy on the 

mound. He gave up some homers, but he was able to get the big outs, too." -- Goldschmidt, on Bradley's triple 

"When I got that [RBI] single in the ninth and I got to first base, I talked to [Goldschmidt]. He's been there for a long time, 

too, and only had one [postseason] experience, just like me. We were like, 'Whoever ends up going to the next round, you 

really deserve it.'" -- Rockies outfielder Carlos Gonzalez 

WHAT'S NEXT 

D-backs: Arizona now heads to Los Angeles for Game 1 of the NLDS on Friday. The D-backs went 11-8 this season 

against the Dodgers, who topped Major League Baseball with 104 wins. It is Arizona's first appearance in the NLDS since 

2011, when the D-backs lost to the NL Central champion Brewers in five games. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
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Gray struggles through shortest start of career 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | 2:10 AM ET 

 

PHOENIX -- Rockies right-hander Jon Gray tried to do too much with his curveball on Wednesday night and wound up 

pitching way too little in his first postseason start. 

Gray gave up Paul Goldschmidt's three-run homer in the first inning and four runs total in 1 1/3 innings -- the shortest 

outing of his career and the shortest postseason start in Rockies history -- to put his team in a hole in an eventual 11-8 

loss to the D-backs in the National League Wild Card Game. 

The shortest previous postseason start in club history was by Josh Fogg, who lasted 2 2/3 innings in Game 3 of the 2007 

World Series. The shortest regular-season start of Gray's career was 1 2/3 innings, on Aug. 21, 2015, against the Mets at 

Coors Field. 

"I was just doing too much out there," a disappointed Gray said. "I could tell that I was throwing my offspeed up in the 

zone. 

"The environment is pretty loud. You want to step up and do something good for the team. I was feeling like I needed to 

push my effort a little bit more. I think it hurt me. It's tough." 

Gray had gone 13 starts without giving up more than three runs -- the second-longest such streak in club history. He also 

had struck out 20 in 13 innings over two starts at Chase Field, and Goldschmidt entered the game 0-for-11 against him. 

But Wednesday was different. 

At least, Gray admitted, he pitched differently. 

"Even thought it's a different environment, it's the same game," he said. "I should have pitched the same as I have been. 

"But when something like that happens too fast, it's too late, and there's nothing you can do about it." 

David Peralta, who had been 6-for-13 against Gray, singled through the middle on a 2-2 slider, and Ketel Marte singled 

on a first-pitch inside fastball that may have been slightly off the plate. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257410972/d-backs-beat-rockies-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257410972/d-backs-beat-rockies-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.mlb.com/player/444482/david-peralta
http://m.mlb.com/player/606466/ketel-marte
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Then Goldschmidt erased his negative history against Gray. 

One inning later, Marte's one-out triple, on a 1-2 fastball after another Peralta single, would end Gray's night. He threw 41 

pitches, 33 of them in the first inning. 

"It wasn't like he was nibbling," manager Bud Black said. "It wasn't like he was scared off. He wasn't. I mean, he went at 

them, but he just didn't make good pitches." 

Gray then watched as Colorado began erasing the deficit with a four-run fourth against Arizona starter Zack Greinke, who 

would last just 3 1/3 innings. Consecutive home runs by Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story in the eighth cut the difference 

to 8-7, but ultimately, the Rockies couldn't overcome Gray's early struggle. 

"It was awesome," Gray said. "We were fighting to the end. That's what you get from the guys. 

"It's tough emotionally. I really want to be there for the guys behind me. It was a really big situation, a really big game." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
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Rockies ride roller coaster of an 8th inning 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | 3:10 AM ET 

 

PHOENIX -- In the eighth inning of Wednesday's National League Wild Card Game, one inning after D-backs 

reliever Archie Bradley gave his team a three-run lead with a two-run triple, and with the Rockies' season on the line, 

Colorado sluggers Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story repaid Bradley, belting back-to-back homers off him to cut the 

deficit to one run. 

Then, for a crazy second or two, it appeared as though pinch-hitter Pat Valaika had made it a trifecta, but his drive to left 

curved just foul. 

 

The Rockies could have used that run. In the bottom of the eighth, closer Greg Holland hung a slider that A.J. 

Pollock crushed for a backbreaking two-run double in a three-run frame that ultimately led to an 11-8 loss. 

"We felt we were in the game the whole time," said Arenado, who homered 37 times during the regular season. "We were 

good. They were just the better team today." 

Colorado had already shrunk a deficit in the seventh on Charlie Blackmon's bunt, which scored Jonathan Lucroy from 

third to make it 6-5. And after Bradley's unlikely triple off reliever Pat Neshek, the Rockies refused to collapse after what 

appeared to be a gut-punch. 

"That was an interesting inning, for sure," Story said. "It's definitely tough being down early. We knew it wasn't going to be 

easy at all. We knew it was going to be a dogfight. We definitely weren't going to back down at all." 

It looked as though Bradley expended energy running out his triple when Arenado and Story sent his pitches over the 

wall. Arenado launched an 83.2-mph knuckle-curve to center, and Story connected on a 96.7-mph fastball, going the 

opposite way to right field. 

"Hindsight, maybe I wish I would have jogged a little bit [on the triple] and I wouldn't have been as tired," Bradley said. 

"But I view the game in a very simple way, and I made two really bad pitches to two really good hitters." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605151/archie-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/257410972/d-backs-beat-rockies-in-nl-wild-card-game/
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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And Valaika has been quite good off the bench all season; his 16 pinch-hit RBIs were the most for a Major League rookie 

since 1958. With two out and two strikes, he crushed Bradley's 83.5-mph knuckle-curve and put a scare into Arizona. 

"I knew off the bat it was foul," Valaika said. "It would have been cool if it was fair, but I had to move on and find a way on 

base." 

And he did, lining a double to the gap in right-center. 

Bradley escaped the inning by inducing a lineout to right from Lucroy, who had doubled twice -- with one of the doubles 

plating a run -- and walked in his previous plate appearances. 

 

With two out in the bottom of the inning, Holland -- who earned 41 saves during the regular season -- didn't put his slider 

where he wanted to Pollock, and Colorado paid for it. Though Jeff Mathis extended the D-backs' lead with an RBI 

sacrifice bunt, Holland felt it was the 1-2 hanging slider to Pollock that robbed the Rockies of a chance to win it. 

"I felt like I threw 16 high-quality pitches and one bad one," Holland said. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/425772/jeff-mathis
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DYK? D-backs trip out to win 'Wild' thriller 
Arizona's 4 triples a first in postseason game since 1903 
 
By Andrew Simon and Matt Kelly / MLB.com | 1:37 AM ET 

 

It was the highest scoring Wild Card Game yet, and it was a game that lived up to its name. 

The D-backs' 11-8 victory over the Rockies in Wednesday night's National League Wild Card Game featured plenty of 

twists and turns, ultimately surpassing the Royals' 9-8, 12-inning triumph over the A's in the 2014 AL Wild Card Game for 

the most runs scored in any installment of this thrilling winner-take-all. The game also featured 30 combined hits, setting 

another Wild Card Game record. 

In the end, the D-backs are advancing in the postseason for the first time since 2007. Standing in their way in the NL 

Division Series presented by T-Mobile is another NL West rival -- the Dodgers -- with Game 1 set for Friday at 10:30 p.m. 

ET on TBS. In case you missed the roller-coaster ride -- or if you want to relive it all over again -- here's a look at some 

facts and figures you should know from Wednesday's game: 

Third base is the charm 

• With A.J. Pollock's two-run triple in the eighth inning that extended the D-backs' lead to 10-7, Arizona became only the 

second team to hit at least four triples in a postseason game. Back in the first World Series in 1903, the Boston Americans 

(later Red Sox) twice hit five three-baggers against the Pirates. The D-backs, however, are the first club to triple four times 

in a winner-take-all postseason matchup. 

• Arizona's third triple was its least likely. With two outs in the bottom of the seventh, reliever Archie Bradley tripled 

off Pat Neshek to score a pair of runs and extend Arizona's lead back to three. Bradley's triple was just the seventh ever 

hit by a pitcher in the postseason -- by six pitchers -- and the first by a reliever. 

• The only other pitchers to triple in the postseason since 1920 are Tom Glavine for the Braves in Game 7 of the 1996 NL 

Championship Series against the Cardinals and Dontrelle Willis for the Marlins in Game 4 of the 2003 NLDS against the 

Giants. Glavine is joined by fellow Hall of Famers Babe Ruth (1918) and Cy Young (1903) in this exclusive club. 

• With his triple, Bradley joined three other relievers who recorded at least two RBIs in a postseason game: Michael 

Jackson for the Reds in Game 3 of the 1995 NLDS, Johnny Sain for the Yankees in Game 1 of the 1953 World Series and 

Rosy Ryan for the Giants in Game 3 of the 1924 World Series. 

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/257410972/d-backs-beat-rockies-in-nl-wild-card-game
http://m.mlb.com/postseason-schedule
http://m.mlb.com/postseason-schedule
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/605151/archie-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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• Ketel Marte extended Arizona's lead to 4-0 with his RBI triple in the second. Though there was no throw to third base, 

Marte still motored from home to third in just 11.26 seconds, per Statcast™, to set a record for the fastest triple by a D-

backs player in 2017. 

That benchmark didn't last long, however, as Marte's second triple in the fourth inning clocked in at just 11.1 seconds. Not 

only was that the fastest triple for Arizona this year; it was the second-fastest triple by any D-backs hitter since Statcast™ 

technology was introduced in 2015. 

• Marte's second triple made him the eighth player to hit two in the postseason and the first to do it in a Wild Card Game. 

The last player to accomplish the feat was the Phillies' Mariano Duncan in Game 3 of the 1993 NLCS against the Braves. 

That game was played on Oct. 9, 1993 -- three days before Marte was born. The switch-hitting Marte also is the first to 

triple from both sides of the plate in a postseason game. 

Going deep in the desert 

• The teams combined for four home runs (two apiece), which tied for the second-most home runs hit in a Wild Card 

Game ... behind Tuesday's 8-4 win for the Yankees, in which they and the Twins combined for five dingers. The only other 

time two teams combined for at least four homers in a Wild Card Game was the 2013 NL showdown between the Pirates 

and Reds. We've seen nine home runs hit through the first two games of this postseason, already putting 2017 on pace 

toward the all-time postseason record of 100 total round-trippers in 2004. 

• Paul Goldschmidt's three-run homer off Rockies starter Jon Gray in the first inning provided an early lead for Arizona. 

It was the third career playoff homer for Goldschmidt, who went deep twice in the 2011 NLDS against the Brewers, the 

last playoff series the D-backs played, when Goldschmidt was a rookie. Coincidentally, one of those two big flies came 

off Zack Greinke, who started Wednesday night for Arizona. 

• Arizona's Daniel Descalso, a former Rockie, widened the gap to 6-0 with a two-run shot off left-hander Tyler 

Anderson in the third inning. It was the third career postseason homer for Descalso, who also hit two for the 2012 

Cardinals. In the regular season, Descalso is just a .235/.324/.341 career hitter against lefties, with five homers in 456 

plate appearances. Two of those long balls did come this year, though. 

• Regardless of whether running out the triple had anything to do with it, Bradley scuffled in the following half-inning, 

allowing back-to-back solo homers to Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story that brought the Rockies back within a run. 

Bradley had allowed just four homers all season, including one over 51 innings in his final 47 appearances since May 31. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606466/ketel-marte
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/257412004/
http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/player/518614/daniel-descalso
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
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• Arenado and Story put up just the second pair of back-to-back home runs for the Rockies in the franchise's postseason 

history. The other instance came exactly 10 years earlier, when Troy Tulowitzki and Matt Holliday went back-to-back in 

the first inning against the Phillies in Game 2 of the 2007 NLDS. 

Those poor pitchers 

• Greinke exited after 3 2/3 innings in his shortest start of 2017 and of his playoff career. He had never pitched fewer than 

five innings in the postseason, completing six or more frames in seven of nine starts while with the Brewers and Dodgers. 

Greinke also allowed four runs, something he only did seven times in 32 regular-season starts. 

• Still, Greinke had easily the longest outing among the four pitchers who got Wild Card Game starts this year, besting 

Gray (1 1/3 IP), the Twins' Ervin Santana (2 IP) and the Yankees' Luis Severino (1/3 IP). Over the previous five seasons 

of the current Wild Card Game format, only one start out of 20 -- Johnny Cueto's 3 1/3-inning outing for the Reds in 2013 

-- did not last at least four innings. In each of the previous three years, the NL Wild Card Game winner got a shutout from 

its starter, with Madison Bumgarner doing it for the Giants in '14 and '16, and Jake Arrieta for the Cubs in '15. 

• The teams combined to use 14 pitchers, and nine of them allowed at least one earned run. That tied a postseason 

record, previously set by the Indians and Red Sox in Game 4 of the 1999 ALDS, and the Cardinals and Rangers in Game 

3 of the 2011 World Series. 

• Arizona's Jorge De La Rosa faced one batter in the seventh inning, facing the team he pitched for from 2008-16. It was 

the first postseason appearance for the 36-year-old left-hander, who debuted in the Majors in '04 and has pitched 1,466 

2/3 regular-season innings over 371 games (241 starts). He had been the longest-tenured big leaguer with no postseason 

experience. 

• D-backs third baseman Jake Lamb finished with four hits and three runs scored, making him the first Arizona player to 

reach those benchmarks in a postseason game. Lamb is also the first hitter from any club to record those totals in a Wild 

Card Game. 

• The Rockies' first playoff appearance since 2009 lasted just one game, and the franchise now has lost eight of its last 

nine postseason contests over three seasons, going back to Game 1 of the 2007 World Series against the Red Sox. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/453064/troy-tulowitzki
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/429722/ervin-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/622663/luis-severino
http://m.mlb.com/player/456501/johnny-cueto
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
http://m.mlb.com/player/453562/jake-arrieta
http://m.mlb.com/player/407822/jorge-de-la-rosa
http://m.mlb.com/player/571875/jake-lamb
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Rockies’ one-game postseason ends with bitter loss to Diamondbacks 
Rockies catcher Jonathan Lucroy credited Arizona for its game plan 
 
By Patrick Saunders / Denver Post | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX — One and done, the heartbreaking way. 

In an emotional roller-coaster of a wild-card playoff game that mirrored their season, the Rockies lost 11-8 to Arizona 

Wednesday night at frenetic Chase Field. 

The unexpected, crippling blow was a two-out, two-run triple by Diamondbacks reliever Archie Bradley in the seventh 

inning off reliever Pat Neshek. Bradley’s drive to deep left center drove in Jake Lamb and Daniel Descalso, giving Arizona 

an 8-5 lead. 

“The whole at-bat, the triple of the moment, that’s something I’ll never forget,”  Bradley said. “It’s the type of at-bat you 

dream about, you know? Being a guy in the bullpen and getting to have a big at-bat in the eight inning of a wild-card game 

with guys on base? And then to drive them in, is a moment I’ll never forget.” 

Bradley became the first relief pitcher in baseball history to triple in the postseason. 

“(Neshek) has had a remarkable year,” Black said. “It just came down to a crazy moment where a relief pitcher got a hit off 

an all-star. Who would have scripted that one? That’s crazy.” 

Arizona sealed the 3-hour, 54-minute game with a three-run eighth off shaky Rockies closer Greg Holland. He gave up a 

two-run triple to A.J. Pollack and a bunt RBI single by Jeff Mathis. 

“It is frustrating when you score four runs in the last three innings,” said Holland, who will  soon become a free-agent. “I 

feel like that’s a game we would have won had I kept it to a one-run game. I just had that sense, that feeling.” 

It was a whirlwind game that began with Arizona ambushing starter Jon Gray for three runs in the first inning. 

“Right away, all hell broke loose, and from then on it was a heavyweight fight, going back and fourth,” Rockies first-year 

manager Bud Black said. “We got close a couple times. They stretched the lead. We came back. Obviously, it was a crazy 

game. It was really something I don’t think any of us scripted.” 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player107183.html
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The lumberjack-bearded Bradley almost became the scapegoat in the top of the eighth. Nolan Arenado and Trevor 

Story blasted back-to-back home runs, cutting the Arizona lead to 8-7 and momentarily sucking the wind out of the sellout 

crowd of 48,803. Visions of Colorado’s 9-8 win over San Diego in the Game 163 play-in game in 2007 no doubt danced in 

the heads of fans conjuring up Rocktober. 

It was not to be, because the Rockies’ bullpen crumbled in crunch time. Arizona moves on to the National League division 

series and will open the best-of-five series on Friday in Los Angeles against the Dodgers. 

“It hasn’t been easy,” said Arenado, the MVP candidate who went 1-for-5 in his first postseason game. “But we battled 

with the best of them. I’m very proud of the way we battled. But the Diamondbacks were better.” 

The evening began in horrible fashion for Colorado. 

The Rockies had waited eight seasons and endured 627 losses before getting back to the postseason. But it only took the 

Diamondbacks six pitches to get ahead. 

The D-backs’ clobbered Gray as soon as they stepped into the batter’s box, beginning with back-to-back singles by David 

Peralta and Ketel Marte. That brought Paul Goldschmidt to the plate with M-V-P! chants ringing in his ears. Goldschmidt 

responded with a statement homer, sending Gray’s first pitch, a hanging curveball, deep into the left-field seats for a 3-0 

lead. 

“I got outside myself. It stinks when it happens that fast,” said Gray, who came into the game pitching superbly, and riding 

a streak of 13 consecutive games of allowing three runs or less. “A lot of regrets. It’s tough emotionally. I really want to be 

good for the guys behind me in a big situation, a really big game. It was costly.” 

A run-scoring triple by Marte in the second inning put Arizona ahead 4-0 and forced Black to yank Gray, who buried his 

face in his glove as Black made the walk from the dugout to the mound. In the biggest game of his young career, Gray 

lasted only 1 ⅓ innings, giving up four runs on seven hits. It was the shortest postseason start in franchise history. 

“With my conversations with Jon today, he seemed fine,” Black said.  “I thought Jon, going  into this game, was in a good 

spot physically and mentally. He seemed fine.” 

Rockies catcher Jonathan Lucroy credited Arizona for its game plan. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
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“They were very aggressive. They attacked,” Lucroy said. 

When Descalso, the former Rockies utility player, launched a two-run homer to right off left-handed reliever Tyler 

Anderson in the third, Arizona had a 6-0 lead and the Rockies were being buried by an avalanche of hits, runs and crowd 

noise. 

But the Rockies rallied. 

They barley touched Arizona ace Zack Greinke for the first three innings; a walk by Lucroy and a pinch hit by Raimel 

Tapia was the extent of their offense. But it ripped into Greinke for four runs on five hits in the fourth inning, including an 

RBI single by Gerardo Parra, a run-scoring double by Lucroy and a pinch-hit RBI single by utility man Alexi Amarista. 

“It was early. That’s what we were all thinking,” Arenado said. “If it was 6-0 in the seventh, we might be like, ‘OK, this isn’t 

good.’ But it was the (fourth) inning. It was like, ‘OK, we can score runs.’ ” 

D-backs manager Torey Lovullo didn’t waste any time replacing Greinke with Robbie Ray, their second-best  starter. 

“I think in this game, it was my mindset and kind of a strategy that (we) were going to try to cut off moments,” he said. 

“The Rockies can really turn innings sideways in a hurry. And I felt like they were starting to get their motor running, and I 

wanted to turn off that moment. I felt like the best option was to get Zack out of the game at that point in time, and then 

we’d reload and figure out what to do the next inning.” 

Colorado trimmed the lead to 6-5 in the seventh. Lucroy, 2-for-3 with a walk, led off with a double off Ray. Leadoff 

hitter Charlie Blackmon, stymied swinging the bat all night, crossed up Arizona by putting down a sacrifice bunt between 

the mound and first base to chase home Lucroy. 

Left-hander Chris Rusin, Colorado’s Swiss Army Knife of a reliever, kept Colorado in the game, pitching 2 ⅓ scoreless 

innings and striking out three. Neshek came in to get the final two outs of the sixth, getting Goldschmidt to ground out and 

then striking out the dangerous J.D. Martinez. 

Unfortunately for Neshek, he’ll long be remembered for the game-clinching triple he gave up to Bradley, when he was one 

strike from getting out of the inning. 

Still, Black said the Rockies took a leap forward in 2017. 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player117409.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player117409.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43796.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player106093.html
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“This was a good year for our group,” he said. “A lot of things transpired that I think will help us in the future. The position 

players and the pitchers, I think there were some boxes that were checked off for some guys that will hopefully help us 

moving forward. 

“Our guys should be very proud of how they played. We talked about our work ethic and our determination to get to where 

we want to be, and it was extremely admirable what our group did.” 
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Kiszla: Rocktober dies hard in the Arizona desert, with loss that will sting all winter long 
 
By Mark Kiszla / Denver Post | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX  – Rocktober died hard in the Arizona desert. When it was over, nine innings that required three excruciating 

hours and 54 interminable minutes, Rockies outfielder Charlie Blackmon leaned hard on the dugout steps, not wanting to 

go home. 

After 163 games, it was over. Gone, the finality too fast for Blackmon to fully process. 

The Diamondbacks eliminated Colorado 11-8 Wednesday in a game that was unforgettable, for both its unrelenting drama 

and pain that will linger with the Rockies for a long, long time. 

“It’s shocking. The season’s over. And I’m going home. We lost. Right now, I feel horrible,” said Rockies outfielder Carlos 

Gonzalez. He is a free agent. This was probably the last of his 1,120 games in a Colorado uniform. 

“But let me tell you this: The season was beautiful, from the beginning until the last out. I’m taking so many great 

memories with me,” said CarGo, clicking through a whole scrapbook of keepsake photos recorded in his mind. 

“Watching Nolan Arenado, hitting for a cycle with a walk-off to win a game. Seeing a rookie, Kyle Freeland, almost throw a 

no-hitter. And Chad Bettis, coming back from cancer, pitching again in the big leagues. When I think of 2017, it won’t be 

about losing a close one in the last game. The spraying of champagne … that’s what I will remember.” 

Don’t ever forget this game, no matter how much it hurts. This game is why baseball is about more than the money for 

even a pro hardened by the business. This game is why fans risk broken hearts. It was a classic case of a young 

Colorado team, refusing to quit, after falling behind six runs. 

For the Rockies, it was a hot mess from the jump. The theme for the night? 

Hold my beer. 

The fight’s the thing, even if it ultimately proves to be in vain. 

In all the 25 years of his young life, Rockies starting pitcher Jon Gray has never, ever hung a curveball in a worse spot 

than his first pitch to Diamondbacks MVP candidate Paul Goldschmidt in the bottom of the first inning. The curve was as 

fat as a balloon, and Goldschmidt bashed it like a piñata. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
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About the same time the three-run homer splashed down in the left-field bleachers, the shattered pieces of Gray’s ego hit 

the dirt of the mound. “A lot of regrets,” Gray said. 

Gray was gone early in the second inning, forced to take that long walk of shame to the Colorado dugout, surrendering 

four runs before he could record five outs. He has the slider worthy of an ace, but not the slow heartbeat. Gray is good, 

but he’s not Clayton Kershaw, Max Scherzer, Corey Kluber or any top-of-the-rotation starters trusted by a serious World 

Series contender. 

After a nightmarish outing that will leave a mark, Gray has two choices: Flush it. Or be crushed by it. 

Down 6-0 after three innings, Colorado could have surrendered. Instead, the Rockies said: Hold my beer. 

Climb out of a six-run hole against Arizona ace Zack Greinke, whose record at Chase Field in 2017 was 13-1?  “That’s 

long odds,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. 

It seemed like an epic fail waiting to happen. 

But there’s something about this team, something as stubborn as love, something catcher Jonathan Lucroy detected the 

instant he walked in the Colorado clubhouse after being traded from Texas in July. “This team is tighter, more like family 

than others I’ve played on,” said Lucroy, who has eight years of service in the majors. 

In a hole so deep it felt like 43-8 (Broncos in the Super Bowl) or 7-0 (Avalanche against Detroit) or any of the most gut-

wrenching playoff scores in Colorado sports history, the Rockies began digging out, one spoonful at a time. They chased 

Greinke with four runs in the fourth inning, with a double by Lucroy the big knock. 

Rent-a-catcher? No way. General manager Jeff Bridich has got to bring Lucroy back next season. Can I get an amen from 

the congregation? 

You want to bury these guys? You better bring a dump truck full of dirt. After Colorado pulled to within 6-5, a two-out triple 

by Arizona relief pitcher Archie Bradley padded the Diamondback’s cushion back to three runs in bottom of the seventh 

inning. Time to quit? Never. 

“It was a heavyweight fight, going back and forth,” Black said. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/
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In the top of the eighth, Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story clubbed back-to-back homers off Bradley to bring Colorado back 

from the brink, suddenly down only 8-7. 

Well, well, well. Hold my beer. 

The problem? Closer Greg Holland, who came on to pitch for the Rockies in the eighth inning, coughed up three runs, the 

knockout punch a two-out triple by A.J. Pollock. “I feel like that’s a game we would have won had I kept it to a one-run 

game,” Holland said. 

On Saturday, when the Rockies clinched their first playoff berth since 2009, there was champagne on every happy face in 

the Colorado clubhouse. Fewer than 100 hours after that celebration, every eye in the visiting clubhouse at Chase Field 

stung with pain. 

“It was a crazy game,” Black said. 

Rocktober magic died hard in the Arizona desert. 

When it was over, Blackmon wrapped his arms around Gray in the clubhouse, whispering in the ear of a young pitcher 

whose eyes were wet with disappointment. Blackmon refused to let go for a very long time, cradling Gray in a hug, 

wrapping him in forgiveness. If the Rockies were going to hurt, they were going to hurt together. Like brothers do. 

Anybody need a beer? 

  

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
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Jon Gray’s day went south in a hurry in Rockies’ playoff loss at Arizona. They will wait to find their ace. 
 
By Nick Groke / Denver Post | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX — There was not a baseball mitt in the world big enough for Jon Gray to hide behind Wednesday night, but the 

Rockies right-hander tried, snuggling his face into a black Mizuno as his manager made a long walk to the mound. 

Gray couldn’t see through the leather, but he knew the score. The Diamondbacks smacked Gray from the jump, 

clobbering him for three runs on three hits with their first three batters on the way to an 11-8 victory in the National League 

wild-card game at Chase Field. 

“I got outside myself. It stinks when it happens that fast,” Gray said. “A lot of regrets. It’s tough emotionally. I really want to 

be good for the guys behind me in a big situation, a really big game. It was costly.” 

The Rockies’ best shot in a one-game playoff fell to Gray, the 25-year-old flame-thrower from Oklahoma. They drafted him 

at No. 3 in 2013, then plopped a decade of hope and a desperate return to the postseason on his shoulders. 

But there was a reason why Colorado manager Bud Black reluctantly withheld the designation of “ace” from his best 

pitcher. An ace is fashioned over time, Black insisted, and forged in pressure situations. That moment of significance 

rushed at Gray early in Wednesday’s game. 

“Right away, all hell broke loose,” Black said. 

Arizona’s David Peralta ground down Gray in a six-pitch at-bat before singling to center field to lead off. Ketel Marte 

followed with a sharp line drive to right field. 

Then slugger Paul Goldschmidt came to bat. 

This was an ideal situation for the Rockies, they thought. They had poured over the matchups and statistics and settled on 

Gray in large part because he dominated Goldschmidt, a National League MVP candidate, throughout this season. The 

Arizona first baseman was 0-for-11 with five strikeouts against Gray. 

And an elbow injury early in September was hobbling Goldschmidt. He entered the postseason on an 0-for-17 skid. He 

had hit just one home run in his previous 52 at-bats. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
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“I was just looking for something to get a run in,” he said. 

Goldschmidt blasted Gray’s first pitch, an 80-mph hanging curveball on a rainbow to the left field seats. Arizona trotted to 

a three-run lead. Then Jake Lamb singled to right and A.J. Pollock doubled to left. Gray only wriggled out of the jam after 

striking out Daniel Descalso and Jeff Mathis. He needed 33 pitches to get through the first inning. 

“I was overthrowing my off-speed stuff,” said Gray. “Everything was up in the zone.” 

Gray fell victim to a wild trend start to the postseason. Between the Twins and Yankees, who played Tuesday night, and 

the Rockies and Diamondbacks, the four starting pitchers in the wild-card games combined to throw just 7 1/3 innings. 

Arizona’s Zack Greinke got the hook in the fourth after just 3 2/3 innings. Minnesota starter Ervin Santana threw two 

innings and New York’s Luis Severino recorded just one out. 

Black had planned for this contingency — on the off-color chance that his starter stumbled. 

“You really have to have a critical eye,” Black said before the game. “For me, it’s not only stuff, but it’s command. It’s 

seeing the swings the opponent takes. Is the glove moving a lot? Is he really missing his spots? Are they really locked in 

and not taking bad swings?” 

The Rockies’ skipper is a proponent of measuring a pitcher by his ball-strike ratio. And Gray was throwing strikes. Of the 

41 pitches he threw, 33 were in the zone. So Black gave Gray a chance to dig himself out of an early grave, bringing him 

back for second inning. 

But Peralta singled and Marte tripled him in. 

“It doesn’t really happen in the first 20, 25 pitches. I mean, if you get into pitch 30, 40, maybe there are some signs,” Black 

said. “I’ve seen guys turn it around for whatever reason. They find it, and then they’re cruising. A lot of times you don’t 

know. But in a game like this, you can’t afford, at times, to let a guy go.” 

So Gray got the hook. The shortest start in Colorado’s postseason history. He walked to the dugout, tossed aside his hat 

and glove, picked up cup of water, then shuffled to the clubhouse. The Rockies will wait to find their ace. 

  

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player107183.html
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Diamondbacks’ bullpen, highlighted by Robbie Ray, holds off Rockies’ comeback attempt 
Robbie Ray looked like Arizona’s second ace as he ate up key mid-game innings, while Archie Bradley hit a two-RBI triple 
 
By Kyle Newman / Denver Post | October 4, 2017 

 

On multiple occasions, it seemed the Rockies’ offense had done its job in initiating a comeback during their wild-card bout 

against Arizona on Wednesday night. 

First, five hits in the top of the fourth inning turned an early 6-0 Arizona lead into a competitive, 6-4 game as Colorado 

chased Arizona starter Zack Greinke. Then, in the eighth inning, back-to-back homers by Nolan Arenado and Trevor 

Story morphed an 8-5 Arizona lead into an 8-7 thriller worthy of the Rocktober label. 

Each time the Rockies made a push, however, the Diamondbacks’ bullpen — ranked second in the National League in 

ERA (3.66) and third in WHIP (1.27) during the regular season — managed to somehow keep the lead, with southpaw 

Robbie Ray’s critical midgame innings giving the rest of the Arizona relievers just enough breathing room in the 11-8 

victory. 

Ray used his slider and fastball to hold the tide and show why he led the National League in strikeout rate this season 

with 12.11 strikeouts per nine innings. He had three strikeouts before turning the game over to his bullpen mates with a 6-

4 lead. 

“I’m taking the ball whenever they ask me to,” Ray said. “If it’s a start, that’s great, or I’ll come out of the bullpen. Tonight 

was my first time coming out of the bullpen since 2014. 

“The bullpen just went about their business and stayed locked in from the first pitch they were called upon. We knew 

going into this that anything can happen, especially after watching (the AL wild card), so we didn’t take a pitch off. 

Everything was working tonight. I felt like where ever I threw the ball, and whatever I threw, I could get an out with it.” 

After Ray left, former Rockies starter Jorge De La Rosa — the winningest pitcher in Colorado history — made an 

appearance, earning the second out of the seventh but allowing the fifth Colorado run to score on Charlie Blackmon’s 

bunt. Archie Bradley came on to get DJ LaMahieu to ground out. 

Bradley then stepped to the plate in the bottom of the frame and roped a two-run triple to make it 8-5. As he stood on 

third, Bradley ripped off his helmet and screamed to the sea of red, a rare pitcher’s hitting feat that appeared to be the 

final dagger in the desert duel. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player42163.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
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The triple appeared to tire him. 

“I wish I had pulled up at second for a double,” he said. 

That’s because he got tagged for back-to-back home runs by Arenado and Story that had the Chase Field crowd feeling 

nervous. All of a sudden, the Rockies were in a one-run game and nearing an equalizing blow following Pat Valaika’s two-

out double. 

“After the first one, I was like, OK, let’s settle back down,” Bradley said. “Then after the next one, it was only a one-run 

game, but I found a way to channel my emotions and really calm down.” 

Again, the Arizona bullpen stabilized, as Bradley got Lucroy to fly out to right to end the inning. And, after adding three 

insurance runs in the bottom of the eighth, Arizona closer Fernando Rodney allowed a run on two hits, but eventually shut 

the door on the Rockies’ dreams in the ninth. 

“Every time we needed an insurance run or a run to get things going again, guys got on base and guys hit people in,” 

Bradley said. 

  

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player116125.html
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MLB Playoffs 2017: Colorado Rockies season ends in 11-8 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks 
198 
The Rockies had a great season in 2017, but it came to an end on Wednesday night. 
 
By Ryan Freemyer / Purple Row | October 4, 2017 

 

The Colorado Rockies had their season come to an end on Wednesday night in the National League Wild Card game. 

They were defeated by the Arizona Diamondbacks, 11-8. Rockies’ starter Jon Gray was unable to get out of the second 

inning, and the remainder of the pitching staff didn’t fare much better as the season came to a close in disappointing 

fashion. 

It was a rough start to this one for the Rockies. The Diamondbacks jumped out to a 6-0 lead after three innings on the 

strength of a three-run home run by Paul Goldschmidt, an RBI triple from Ketel Marte, and a two-run shot off the bat of 

Daniel Descalso. They chased Gray after allowing four runs on seven hits in just 11⁄3 innings pitched. It certainly wasn’t the 

outing the Rockies were hoping for out of their ace making his first postseason start. 

With Diamondbacks’ ace Zack Greinke on the mound, the game appeared to be just about over at that point, but the 

Rockies battled back with four runs in the fourth inning. Gerardo Parra had a run scoring single, Mark Reynolds drove in 

another with a ground out, Jonathan Lucroy had an RBI double, and pinch hitter Alexi Amarista drove in another run on 

an RBI single. Game on. 

In the seventh inning, Charlie Blackmon drove in a run with a sacrifice bunt after Lucroy’s second double of the game, 

and the Rockies were back within a run at 6-5. In the bottom of the inning, relief pitcher Archie Bradley came to the plate 

with two outs and two men on against Pat Neshek, likely the Rockies’ best reliever. A career .098/.097/.098 hitter would 

seemingly be just about an automatic out. Instead, Bradley drove one into the left-center field gap for a two-run triple. It 

was the first extra base hit of his Major League career and put Arizona back ahead, 8-5. 

The seesaw battle continued in the eighth inning. Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story hit back-to-back homers for the 

Rockies off Bradley as they climbed back to within a run at 8-7. In the bottom of the inning, Greg Holland gave up yet 

another two-run triple, this time off the bat of A.J. Pollock. After that, catcher Jeff Mathis bunted for a single that scored 

yet another run and the Diamondbacks went up by a score of 11-7. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/108253/paul-goldschmidt
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/152424/ketel-marte
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/575/zack-greinke
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/688/mark-reynolds
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/69011/jonathan-lucroy
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/107062/alexi-amarista
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/189853/archie-bradley
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/753/pat-neshek
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/112599/greg-holland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/107726/a-j-pollock
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/718/jeff-mathis
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Arizona closer Fernando Rodney came in to pitch the ninth and slammed the door to wrap up the win for the 

Diamondbacks. Gonzalez was fortunately able to drive in a run with a single in what was likely his last at-bat in a Rockies 

uniform to get us to the ultimate final score of 11-8. The Diamondbacks advance to the National League Division Series 

against the Los Angeles Dodgers, while the Rockies will have to wait for 2018. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/321/fernando-rodney
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/los-angeles-dodgers


    

26 
 

Colorado Rockies morning after: Disappointing end but progress made 
 
By Kevin Henry / Rox Pile | October 4, 2017 

The season is over for the Colorado Rockies. It’s a sobering thought, but a reality after the Arizona Diamondbacks 

eliminated the Rockies with an 11-8 victory in the National League Wild Card on Wednesday night at Chase Field. 

Down 6-0 early, the Rockies rallied … and kept rallying. However, every time Colorado would creep close enough to 

make the raucous Arizona crowd nervous and seem to grab some momentum, the Diamondbacks would always find an 

answer. 

The most shocking answer came from Arizona reliever Archie Bradley, who blasted a two-run, two-out triple in the 

bottom of the seventh inning that proved to be one of the biggest emotional catalysts on the way to Arizona’s win. 

You can read plenty of stories about the game and about the key moments from it. This morning, though, is a bit about 

reflection and appreciation in my mind. 

Colorado’s 2017 season is done. However disappointing Wednesday night was, it doesn’t erase the great MVP-caliber 

seasons put together by Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon. It doesn’t erase the free agent signing of Greg Holland, 

who proved himself to be arguably the greatest single-season reliever in Colorado history. It doesn’t overshadow the trade 

deadline acquisitions of Pat Neshek and Jonathan Lucroy that helped push the Rockies into the postseason. 

Yes, the Wild Card loss stings and will for some time. However, a Rockies team that made the postseason is a site that 

doesn’t come around often. Let’s enjoy the progress made by this team year over year. It’s time to sit back and reflect on 

a year that was, to many, surprising. Colorado arrived a year before it was supposed to in many eyes. It also arrived in the 

postseason despite several obstacles that could’ve derailed its season. 

David Dahl never took the field after a rib injury suffered in spring training. Jon Graymissed a chunk of the season with a 

foot injury. Ian Desmond didn’t live up to expectations in the first year of his big contract. Carlos Gonzalez endured the 

longest slump of his career. Trevor Story regressed before finding his footing late in the season. 

There were many things that could have imploded Colorado’s season along the way … but didn’t. That is a testament to 

this team’s heart, will to win and brotherhood/faith in each other in the locker room. Those are things that a disappointing 

one-game showing can’t take away. 
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It will be a long time until players report in mid-February. There will be plenty of questions the team must deal with in 

terms of personnel before then. It’s very possible the 2018 Rockies could look very different than the 2017 Rockies, 

including some of the names mentioned above no longer being a part of the team. 

But those are thoughts for another day. Today is a day to look past Wednesday’s disappointment and reflect upon what 

was a magical season for the Rockies. Thank you, Colorado, for what a fun, incredible ride. We were honored to be able 

to be a part of it. We already can’t wait for 2018. 
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Colorado Rockies: Season ends in disappointing Wild Card loss 
 
By Edison Hatter / Rox Pile | October 4, 2017 

In 2009, the Rockies lost the NLDS to the Philadelphia Phillies in four games. Tonight, the Colorado Rockies  played in 

their first playoff game in eight seasons. The game was the 2017 National League Wild Card Game against the Arizona 

Diamondbacks in Phoenix. The game was extremely competitive, but in the end the Diamondbacks prevailed, 11-8, 

ending Colorado’s short playoff run. 

Back in April, few people would have predicted that the NL Wild Card Game would feature the Diamondbacks and the 

Rockies, but that is the beauty of baseball: Anything can happen. In the middle of May, as the Rox led the NL West, it was 

clear that 2017 could be a playoff season for Bud Black and team. 

As the Los Angeles Dodgers began to pull away in the division, the playoff picture began to take shape and it looked like 

the D-Backs and Rox in the Wild Card was a safe bet. Arizona held strong to the first position for most of the season, 

while the Rox faced some challenges from the Milwaukee Brewers, St. Louis Cardinals, and Miami Marlins during the 

season. 

In the end, the Rockies clinched their playoff spot during the last weekend of the regular season and began 

preparations for a battle with the Diamondbacks for the right to take on the Dodgers in the NLDS. The two teams faced off 

19 times during the regular season, but this time was different and much, much more important. 

Anticipation grew among the entire baseball world as game day continued on and the game drew nearer and nearer. 

About 20 minutes before game time, both teams were introduced to loud applause from the Phoenix crowd. After a 

moment of silence for the Las Vegas victims and the playing of the National Anthem, first pitch of the big game was 

delivered just after 5:00 p.m. local time in Arizona. 

Both teams sent their aces to the mound for the game, with Zack Greinke (17-7, 3.20 ERA) going for the D-Backs 

and Jon Gray (10-4, 3.67 ERA) countering for the Rox. The starting lineups featured the usual stars for both teams and 

there were few surprises on either team’s roster for the game. 

Greinke was able to retire the side in order in the top of the first, but DJ LeMahieu had a good at-bat, forcing Greinke to 

show his entire repertoire in an eight-pitch battle. The bottom of the inning did not go well for the Rox as Gray struggled, 
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allowing three runs on a home run from Paul Goldschmidt that landed in the left field bleachers. Despite a single and 

double later in the inning, Gray was able to escape without further damage done. 

Greinke posted another perfect inning in the second on just 10 pitches. Bud Black was seen talking to Gray in the dugout 

between innings and with action in the bullpen already, it was unclear whether or not Gray would return for a second 

inning. Gray did return for a second inning, but quickly gave up an RBI triple and was pulled for the day. 

Gray’s book was closed with four earned runs given up in just 1.1 innings. Scott Oberg was brought in to pitch the rest of 

the second and he was able to escape the inning without further damage. 

A Jonathan Lucroy walk and a pinch-hit Raimel Tapia single put runners on the corners with one out for the Rox in the 

top of the third inning. Unfortunately, the Rockies couldn’t capitalize on the opportunity and headed to the bottom of the 

third, down four runs. Another blow was dealt in the bottom of the third as Daniel Descalso hit a two-run shot off Tyler 

Anderson to give the D-Backs a commanding six run lead. 

The Rockies finally got to Greinke in the top of the fourth, scoring their first run on a Gerardo Parra RBI single that left 

runners on the corners with just one out. Mark Reynolds followed with an RBI groundout that put Colorado’s second run 

of the game on the board. Next, Lucroy delievered an RBI double that pulled the Rockies within three runs. Bud went to 

the bench to have Alexi Amarista pinch hit for Anderson and he converted on a first pitch curveball, bouncing it right back 

through the middle for an RBI single to pull the Rox within 6-4. 

After giving up the four runs, Greinke’s night was done and Andrew Chafin entered from the bullpen. A nice sliding catch 

in center field by AJ Pollock got the D-Backs out of the inning, but the Rox gained important momentum in the inning and 

pulled within two runs. Chris Rusin entered for the Rockies in the bottom of the inning and got into some trouble with a 

triple from Ketel Marte, but was able to work out of the inning without any damage done. 

Neither the fifth or sixth inning provided much action, but the Rox continued to chip away at the Diamondbacks lead in the 

top of the seventh. Lucroy led off the inning with a double and ultimately scored on a sacrifice bunt from Charlie 

Blackmon. Archie Bradley came through in the bottom of the seventh with a huge two-run triple for the D-Backs to give 

them an 8-5 lead. 

The Rox refused to give in however, as Nolan Arenado hit a long solo shot in the top of the eighth inning to pull the 

Rockies back within two runs again. Immediately after, Trevor Story delivered an opposite field shot to pull the Rox back 

within one run. A Pat Valaika double put the tying run in scoring position, but the Rockies couldn’t do it in the eighth. 
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The Rockies got in trouble again in the bottom of the eighth and Greg Holland gave up a key, two-run triple to AJ 

Pollock and a Jeff Mathis RBI bunt that gave the Diamondbacks an 11-7 lead heading to the ninth inning. 

The Rockies went down fighting in the top of the ninth inning to conclude their 2017 season, falling by a final score of 11-

8. They scored one more run on an RBI single from Carlos Gonzalez. Despite the early postseason exit, the Rockies still 

had a year to be proud of and went much further than many thought they could. 
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Colorado comeback comes up short in Rockies heartbreaking Wild Card loss 
 
By Drew Creasman / BSN Denver | October 4, 2017 

 

The Colorado Rockies showed a ton of fight and passion and an absolute unwillingness to quit in their first postseason 

game in eight years, but the Arizona Diamondbacks were the better team on Wednesday night. They came out confident 

with the bats and employed a secret weapon — the pitcher hit that has killed Colorado this season — to win the National 

League Wild Card game by a score of 11-8. 

The contest couldn’t have gotten off to a worse start for the Rockies who saw their promising young future-ace, Jon Gray, 

get knocked around early and often, giving up back-to-back singles to David Peralta and Ketel Marte to start the game, 

then getting ambushed by Paul Goldschmidt who cracked a three-run home run to put the Diamondbacks up by three 

before Gray had recorded an out. 

The Wolf managed to strand a pair of runners and escape the first, but it just wasn’t his night. Either by random lack of 

sharpness, a bit of nerves, some poor pitch selection — or likely, a mix of all three — he ended up having his worst outing 

since his first post-break game against the New York Mets. 

Peralta and Marte got to him again in the second with a single and an RBI triple, chasing Gray from the game having 

recorded just one out in the second inning. Scott Oberg came in and stranded the runner at third with impressive 

strikeouts of Goldschmidt and J.D. Martinez. Gray’s 1.1 IP amounted to the shortest postseason start in Rockies history. 

The Diamondbacks weren’t done yet, though, extending their lead to 6-0 in the bottom of the third on a two-run home run 

from former Colorado utility-man Daniel Descalso. The homer came off of Tyler Anderson, who also gave up a single 

to Jake Lamb (the other run that scored) giving him two unusually hard-hit balls left-on-left. 

But just when it looked like the game was turning into a laugher and current-ace Zack Greinke was free to cruise to a 

huge shutout victory, the Rockies started to climb back into the game. 

Carlos Gonzalez started things with a single on a line drive to right. After a fielder’s choice put Nolan Arenado on first 

base instead of CarGo, Trevor Story singled up the middle to give the Rockies a couple of one-out base runners. Gerardo 

Parra singled to almost the same spot as Story to get the Rockies on the board and move his speedy shortstop to third. 

Story scored on a groundball to first base, a productive out from Mark Reynolds. Then, Jonathan Lucroy came up huge 

with the hardest hit ball to that point in the game for Colorado, smashing a double to right-field that one-hopped the wall 

and scored Parra all the way from first. The Rockies had cut the lead in half but had more in the tank for the frame, getting 
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a clutch pinch-hit single, the third right up the middle in the inning, to suddenly make it a 6-4 game. Charlie Blackmon flew 

out to shallow center field to end the inning but not before Amarista’s RBI hit chased Greinke from the game after just 3.2 

innings. He gave up four runs on six hits. 

Chris Rusin came out of the bullpen and did his usual thing, restoring some sanity to the Rockies defensive half-innings. 

He pitched 2.1 innings, giving up two hits, walking two, and striking out three, allowing zero runs. Once he did work into a 

jam in the sixth, he was lifted for Pat Neshek who got Goldschmidt to hit a two-foot grounder and struck out Martinez to 

strand another runner at third. 

Lucroy became only the third player in Rockies franchise history to tally two doubles in a postseason game, missing a 

home run to dead center by a matter of feet to start the seventh. He moved to third on a wild pitch but Ian Desmond, who 

entered the game in a double-switch when Neshek replaced Rusin, struck out on a pitch way above the strike zone. With 

the runner at third and one out, MLB hits leader Charlie Blackmon called an audible and decided to lay down a drag bunt. 

He was narrowly thrown out at first but Lucroy scored to pull the Rockies within one. 

Neshek stayed on to pitch the bottom of the seventh and allowed a single to Lamb, and a walk to Descalso around getting 

Pollock to pop out to first. Bud Black then came out to the mound but decided to stick with Neshek who promptly struck 

out Jeff Mathis. For some reason, Torey Luvollo decided to let relief-pitcher Archie Bradley hit with two on and two out. 

Still, the Rockies did not quit. Arenado and Story smashed back-to-back home runs off of Bradley in the top of the eighth. 

It was the first postseason home run in each of their career’s and the first time since the 2007 NLDS that a pair of Rockies 

have gone back-to-back in a postseason game. Colorado even got a two-out pinch-hit double from Pat Valaikato put the 

tying run in scoring position but Lucroy’s hard line drive to deep right field was caught this time, the Rockies once again 

pulling to within one run. 

But again, the Diamondbacks pulled away. For the second time in as many innings, Arizona got after one of Colorado’s 

best relievers, this time Greg Holland, getting singles from Goldschmidt and Lamb who had a four-hit game. Then, again 

for the second time in as many innings, the Diamondbacks got a two-out, two-RBI triple, this time from Pollock who lined 

one into the right-centerfield gap. In so doing, Arizona became only the second team in MLB history to record at least four 

triples in a postseason game. Mathis surprised everyone with a bunt single after that to score Pollock and make it an 11-7 

game. 

The Rockies got a couple of hits from Desmond and Gonzalez in the ninth to get another run, but it was too little too late 

as the game ended 11-8 on an Arenado groundout. 

And that wraps up the Colorado Rockies 2017 season. 
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Here’s what went wrong for the Rockies 
 
By Jake Shaprio / BSN Denver | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX – My horse broke his back to get me here, my horse broke his back and left me here. 

There were signs over the past few weeks the Colorado Rockies pitching was starting to break down. The bullpen a bit 

shakier, the young starters the Rockies rode for most of the season were replaced by more experienced pitchers and the 

team relied on Jon Gray’s mighty right arm in August and September. 

On Wednesday, Colorado’s horse was killed on the hill and left the Rockies’ offense to die for good in October. 

Ultimately the stage was too bright for the sophomore out of Oklahoma. The prowess Gray displayed to get the Rockies 

into the dance left him exhausted for the dance itself. 

Lasting one and one-third, Colorado’s horse for 2017 could be easily confused for one roaming Arizona 200 years ago. 

Out of fuel—trying everything—every step Gray took felt like it could’ve been should’ve been his last. 

Until he was done for good, 11 batters after he started, with four runs already on the board. 

“I think Jon, from a pitching side, you look at if you look at each pitch, the ball was up,” manager Bud Black said. “He 

didn’t get any balls at the knees, the breaking balls weren’t down. When you do that, you’re in jeopardy. They took full 

advantage of that. They did not take pitches, they did not miss them when they swung. They squared up his mistakes.” 

Leaving the ball up. The telltale sign of a pitcher with too much adrenaline, a sophomore error. 

“I can’t change the way I pitched,” Gray said. “I can’t overthrow like that, I have to stay loose and execute pitches. I got a 

little outside myself today. It sucks when it happens that fast and there’s nothing I can do about it.”Gray is describing. 

Gray is describing over-pitching. 
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“Typically when you see a lot of damage like that done, they’re just not executing,” catcher  Jonathan Lucroy said. “We 

had a pretty good game plan going into it. They took advantage of mistakes. They over-cooked some pitches and hung it, 

and that’s going to happen especially with younger pitchers in an environment like this where there is a lot of pressure and 

noise. They over-cooked it, it’s going to happen.” 

But it didn’t just happen to Gray. 

“Over-cooking” happened to youngsters Tyler Anderson and Carlos Estevez too, each allowing runs in relief. 

Even All-Star veterans Pat Neshek and Greg Holland weren’t immune to the mistakes, both allowing a pair in the eighth 

and ninth. 

“I made one pitch where the ball stays up in the zone and the guy lunges and puts his bat up on it,” Neshek said of the 

two-run triple to opposing reliever Archie Bradley in the eighth. “You throw a fastball by him and it’s a great night. That’s 

what baseball comes down to, getting that third out. Pretty much every one that pitched tonight had that issue on both 

sides.” 

“I felt like that’s a game we would’ve won had I kept it at a one-run game,” Holland said about another two-run triple just 

an inning later in the ninth. “I always blame it on myself but I threw one poorly located pitch and it went for extra-bases for 

the gap. I really feel responsible.” 

There was no stopping it tonight as even Colorado’s best struggled. 

“You would like to stop it but sometimes baseball just gets a little bit weird,” Lucroy said. 

Gray, Neshek and Holland, Colorado’s three best pitchers all year along with Anderson and Estevez, who had been just 

as good down the stretch, blew up. 

Any game plan could be discarded fast, any hope relied on the offense to put up a football score on the road. 

To quote Car Seat Headrest once more, “I have his blood on my hands for no reason, How was I supposed to know?” 
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Rockies battle, but fall to Diamondbacks in NL Wild Card Game 
 
By Aniello Piro / Mile High Sports | October 4, 2017 

 

All good things come to an end, and that’s what happened to the 2017 Colorado Rockies season Wednesday night at 

Chase Field. The Rockies fell to the Arizona Diamondbacks in the National League Wild Card game by a final score of 11-

8. The rollercoaster loss marks the end of a rollercoaster season for the Rockies, one in which they made the postseason 

for the first time since 2009. 

It was a turbulent contest from nearly the first pitch for Colorado. 

Jon Gray, the wolf, looked more like a pup in the first postseason start of his career. From the get-go, Gray appeared 

fazed by the pressure of postseason baseball and was unable to command his pitches. In the first inning, Gray lobbed an 

81 MPH breaking ball on the first pitch to Paul Goldschmidt with two runners on and no outs. The D-Backs’ MVP 

candidate made him pay, blasting a three-run home run to open the game and set the tone. 

Arizona toyed with Gray from there, forcing him out of the game after just 1.1 innings pitched, representing the shortest 

postseason start in the history of the franchise. Gray would depart having allowed seven hits and four runs. 

After Scott Oberg managed to stop the bleeding, Tyler Anderson ripped open the wound, surrendering a two-run home 

run to former Rockie Daniel Descalso in the third inning, extending Arizona’s lead to 6-0. 

At that point, the Rockies attempted to mount a comeback, plating four runs on five hits in the fourth inning to cut the 

deficit to 6-4. 

Two scoreless innings followed before a Charlie Blackmon sacrifice bunt in the seventh inning off of former Rockie Jorge 

De La Rosa pulled Colorado within one run. 

However, in the bottom half of the seventh inning, Diamondbacks’ pitcher Archie Bradley hit a two-out, two-RBI triple 

to give Arizona a three-run lead. Arizona would log four triples in the game – the first time such a feat had been 

accomplished in the postseason since 1903. 

The Rockies weren’t done there. With their backs against the wall, Nolan Areando and Trevor Story hit back-to-back 

home runs in the eighth inning to once again pull Colorado within one. 
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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It would be too little too late as the Diamondbacks managed to add an additional three runs in the bottom of the eighth 

off Carlos Estevez and Greg Holland to seal the deal and punch their ticket to the National League Division Series against 

the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Three of the Rockies’ biggest guns failed to show up. Charlie Blackmon, DJ LeMahieu, and Mark Reynolds were hitless. 

The bullpen couldn’t keep it close. Each time Colorado got within striking distance, the ‘pen again let Arizona pull away. 

The Rockies finished the regular season with a record of 87-75, the third-best record in franchise history. Colorado has 

questions to answer this offseason with key players Greg Holland, Pat Neshek, Jonathan Lucroy, and Carlos Gonzalez all 

set to become free agents once the season ends. 

Although the season ended on a downer, there were still plenty of highs for a team that won 75 games in 2016. The 2017 

season represented a year of hope for the franchise and has the team set up for success in the coming seasons. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/e/estevca01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hollagr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/reynoma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/n/neshepa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lucrojo01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=gonzaca01,gonzal014car,gonzal026car&search=Carlos+Gonzalez&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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D-backs top Rockies after a wild ride on the Archie Bradley roller coaster 
 
By Bradford Doolittle / ESPN.com | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX -- The Arizona Diamondbacks found out that the road to a wild-card win is a rocky one. But they reached the 

end of it, thanks to their fan favorites, and now the postseason's gate-crashers are heading to Los Angeles. 

With 48,803 on hand at Chase Field, it was easy to tell whom the fans most adore. One favorite is MVP candidate Paul 

Goldschmidt, who electrified the crowd with a soaring, three-run homer in the first inning. But from that point, it was hold-

on-to-your-hats time. In the end, Arizona held off the division rival Colorado Rockies and won the National League wild-

card game 11-8 on Wednesday night. Next up is the NL Division Series, where the 104-win Los Angeles Dodgers are 

waiting. 

"After one day, I think I've seen everything," Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said. "And this was an incredible 

game." 

First crazy fact: Goldschmidt entered the game 0-for-11 against Colorado starter Jon Gray, who lasted just 1⅓ innings, 

the shortest postseason start for Colorado. It was the worst oh-fer Goldschmidt had produced against any pitcher. All it 

took was one hanging curveball to upend that history. 

"The guy's an All-Star," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's one of the best players in the league, an MVP candidate, 

and he hit it out. So there's 3-0." 

Kind of amazing, but the game was just getting started. Later, Daniel Descalsohomered in the third inning against his 

former Colorado teammates to put Arizona up 6-0. The game seemed as though it had been broken open, but that didn't 

last long. The Rockies put up a four-spot in the fourth and added a run in the seventh, setting the stage for the wild wild-

card finish. 

 

Which brings us to our other Arizona fan favorite, reliever Archie Bradley. He is a beloved guy at Chase Field. The fans 

went nuts when the right-hander was introduced in pregame ceremonies. They went nuts when he came into to pitch. And 

they particularly went nuts when he played a key role in the late-game craziness. 

First, Bradley simply did his usual job -- coming on to a thunderous roar in the seventh to get the last out and preserve the 

6-5 Arizona lead. Then, Bradley pushed the drama in two most unexpected ways. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31027/paul-goldschmidt
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31027/paul-goldschmidt
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/boxscore?gameId=371004129
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33203/jon-gray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30475/daniel-descalso
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32518/archie-bradley


    

38 
 

With two out in the bottom of the seventh, Arizona put two runners on base, but the pitcher's spot was up next. Again, the 

lead was only one run. So does Lovullo send up a pinch hitter in hopes of extending the lead but at the expense of 

burning Bradley, his ace reliever, after just one batter faced? Or does he let Bradley, a good athlete who was a star 

quarterback in high school, take some whacks against Rockies reliever Pat Neshek? 

ADVERTISEMENT 

"Archie walks up there in a situation where I feel like he's prepared for and we talked to him about during the course of the 

year," Lovullo said. "Archie, he's built for that moment. That's his personality." 

Of course Lovullo let Bradley hit, and the bubbly, bearded one smoked a Neshek pitch that Statcast assigned an exit 

velocity of 100 mph past Colorado center fielder Charlie Blackmon, scoring both baserunners and pushing the D-backs' 

lead up to 8-5. Those runs would have scored no matter where Bradley ended up, but as he rounded second base, it 

quickly became apparent that Bradley had his sights set on third. 

Pitcher Archie Bradley rips a two-run triple in the seventh inning to give Arizona some critical breathing room late in 

the game. Christian Petersen/Getty Images 

"I was thinking, please stop right there," Lovullo said. "I was thinking, 'We're good.' I could see him turn that corner and 

pull a hamstring sliding. Our pitchers don't practice sliding very often." 

Bradley made it intact, sliding into the bag safely and popping to his feet to celebrate. A triple! It was the first three-base 

hit for a reliever in the postseason, except for a game in the 1918 World Series in which a left-hander named Babe Ruth 

started in left field before moving to the mound. Bradley pumped his fist to egg on a crowd that had slipped into euphoria. 

"There is only one way I know how to play, and that's to go as hard as I can until someone tells me to stop," Bradley said. 

"And that was the situation." 

At that point, it sure felt as if the Rockies were at last on the ropes. 

"It was one of those moments, [and] I hate to say this in front of him," said Arizona's Jake Lamb, who had four hits on the 

night and often carpools with Bradley to the ballpark. "But the pitcher is up, two outs. You're not expecting a whole lot, and 

he puts this Hall-of-Fame type swing on a pitch. The whole place went nuts." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28489/pat-neshek
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32742/jake-lamb
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But the emotional wave rolled back fast, as Bradley's game took another strange turn in the eighth inning. Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story hit back-to-back homers off Bradley, reducing the D-backs' lead back down to one run at 8-7. 

Bradley, who had a 1.73 ERA this season, had given up only four homers the entire year. 

"When Archie gives up runs, it kind of leaves you a little startled," Lovullo said. "How did that happen? But like I said, the 

Colorado Rockies are a tremendous team loaded with offensive talent." 

Bradley recovered to finish the eighth inning. And the Diamondbacks kept pushing, adding three more runs in the bottom 

of the inning, a rally that included A.J. Pollock's two-run triple, Arizona's fourth three-bagger of the night. 

In addition to Pollock and Bradley tripling, Ketel Marte hit two of his own in the early innings, becoming the first player 

since Mariano Duncan in 1993 to put up a multi-triple game in the playoffs. Arizona became the third team to have four 

triples in a playoff game and the first in 114 years. It was that kind of night. 

"Nobody could have predicted that," Black said. "Again, that's why this game is so great." 

Arizona's white-knuckle closer, Fernando Rodney, came on for the ninth. The Rockies scratched out one last run off 

Rodney, but this night had seen enough drama. Rodney got Arenado on a grounder to end it, and Arizona moves on, 

improving to 6-0 in win-or-go-home games. 

"Every pitch, every swing, every play carries so much weight," Bradley said. "Whether it's a six-run lead or you're down by 

four, up by one, it doesn't matter. You feel the pressure and the intense amount of focus and energy that's involved in 

every single play that's going on." 

After such a tough, emotional win, hopes are high in Arizona, but the Diamondbacks have to contend with the route that 

got them to the NLDS. Starter Zack Greinke's 3⅔ innings and 58 pitches were easily the lowest totals of his 10 career 

postseason outings. And it left Lovullo to navigate the rest of the game with a bullpen bolstered by the singular 

construction of a wild-card game roster. 

That bullpen came through with the help of No. 2 starter Robbie Ray, who got seven outs, struck out three and gave up 

one run. Ray would have been the likely choice to go in the first game against the Dodgers. 

Now Lovullo's charges go into the NLDS having burned through their top two starters to get 18 outs in one game. Lovullo 

will have to determine when to bring back Greinke and Ray, while figuring out who will get the nod to start Friday's Game 

1 against Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw. After the game, Lovullo refused to rule out any of Arizona's five starters -- 

Greinke, Ray, Taijuan Walker, Patrick Corbin or Zack Godley. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30699/aj-pollock
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32512/ketel-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5111/fernando-rodney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32175/robbie-ray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31864/taijuan-walker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34824/zack-godley
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Those are questions for Thursday. After surviving the Rockies, Lovullo just wanted to enjoy the moment. 

"It's too hard to say right now," Lovullo said. "I haven't really gotten that far. I'm going to enjoy this moment and celebrate 

with my family. But we have a couple of candidates." 

It's a rocky road, all right, but one thing was clear when the Diamondbacks charged Rodney after the final out: They are 

really happy to still be on it. 

  



    

41 
 

Bradley’s stunning triple helps D-backs outslug Rockies 11-8 
 
By Bob Baum / Associated Press | October 4, 2017 

PHOENIX (AP) — Three bags, four times. 

And you wouldn’t believe who got in on all the fun for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Spirited reliever Archie Bradley hit a stunning triple in the seventh inning, driving in two runs with one of four three-

baggers by Arizona that sent the Diamondbacks past the Colorado Rockies 11-8 in the National League wild-card game 

Wednesday night. 

“After today, I think pretty much I’ve seen everything,” first-year Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. “This was an 

incredible game.” 

As he watched his top reliever rounding second base, Lovullo said he thought, “Please stop there.” 

But that’s not Bradley. 

“That’s just kind of who I am,” he said. “I don’t know any other way to play, so I was going to run as hard as I could until 

they told me to stop.” 

Paul Goldschmidt launched an early three-run homer and the Diamondbacks built a 6-0 lead before ace Zack Greinke 

faltered. Colorado climbed back into it and cut it to 8-7 when Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story hit back-to-back homers in 

the eighth off Bradley, perhaps tired from hustling around the bases and shouting in excitement to giddy teammates. 

But then A.J. Pollock knocked in two runs with Arizona’s fourth triple, this one off closer Greg Holland, as the 

Diamondbacks scored three times in their half of the eighth to finally put it away. 

“Right away all hell broke loose,” Colorado manager Bud Black said, “and from then on it was a heavyweight fight.” 

Arizona advanced to a best-of-five Division Series against the NL West champion Dodgers, a team the Diamondbacks 

beat the last six times they played. 

Game 1 is Friday night in Los Angeles. 
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“Look, the Dodgers got on a tremendous run there,” Lovullo said, “and I think they were steamrolling teams and 

intimidating teams, and I don’t think we have that mentality. We love that battle mindset. We love that challenge.” 

The Diamondbacks became the first team with four triples in a postseason game since the Boston Americans (now Red 

Sox) twice hit five during the first World Series back in 1903 against Pittsburgh. 

It was that kind of crazy night in the desert as two NL West foes slugged it out. Daniel Descalso also homered for the 

Diamondbacks, and Ketel Marte tripled twice. 

“That’s one of the best games I’ve ever been a part of, if not the best,” Goldschmidt said. 

Bradley, a high-energy setup man recruited to play quarterback at Oklahoma, went 1 for 4 at the plate this season to raise 

his career batting average to .098. With two outs in the seventh, he drove a 3-1 pitch from Pat Neshek to deep left-center 

to give Arizona an 8-5 cushion. It was his first extra-base hit in the majors and the first triple by a reliever in postseason 

history. 

Already a fan favorite for his bushy beard and late-inning relief work, Bradley regrouped from the two solo homers he 

gave up to get the final two outs of the eighth with the Diamondbacks clinging to a one-run lead. 

Fernando Rodney allowed a run in the ninth before closing out Arizona’s first playoff game since 2011. 

Jake Lamb tied a Diamondbacks postseason record with four hits, all singles, and scored three times. 

Jonathan Lucroy doubled twice, scored two runs and drove in one for the Rockies in their first playoff appearance since 

2009. 

Marte, who came to Arizona with pitcher Taijuan Walker from Seattle for Jean Segura in an offseason deal, became the 

first player to triple twice in a postseason game since Mariano Duncan did it for Philadelphia against Atlanta in the 1993 

NL Championship Series. 

The home team won for just the second time in the six NL wild-card games since the one-game format was adopted in 

2012. The hosts hadn’t even scored in the last three, but the Diamondbacks ended that before their first out. 
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Goldschmidt, in an 0-for-17 slump to end the regular season, hit the first pitch he saw from ineffective starter Jon Gray 

into the left-field seats for a three-run shot. 

Greinke blanked the Rockies on one hit through three innings but never made it through the fourth. 

Colorado, known for its power at the plate, got back into it with small ball — five hits, four of them singles. Lucroy’s two-

out RBI double followed by pinch-hitter Alexi Amarista’s run-scoring single made it 6-4, and Greinke was finished. He 

allowed four runs and six hits in 3 2/3 innings. 

“We know how tough these guys are. We play ’em all the time,” Goldschmidt said. “Every time we scored, we just said, 

‘We’ve got to get more, we’ve got to get more.’” 

Left-hander Robbie Ray, a 15-game winner during the regular season, came on for his first relief appearance in three 

years and threw two shutout innings before giving up a leadoff double to Lucroy just below the home run line in 

straightaway center in the seventh. Lucroy went to third on a wild pitch before Ray fanned Ian Desmond. 

Lovullo replaced Ray with another lefty, ex-Rockies pitcher Jorge De La Rosa, to face NL batting champion Charlie 

Blackmon, who dragged a bunt that brought Lucroy home and cut the lead 6-5. 

“That was a crazy game from the beginning all the way to the end,” said longtime Colorado outfielder Carlos Gonzalez, 

who can become a free agent this fall. “Not a lot of people counted in the Rockies when we first started the season. We 

put ourselves in this position. We came so close.” 

The 25-year-old Gray was 4-0 with a 2.11 ERA in his previous five starts, but the Diamondbacks were up 3-0 on him 

before a good share of the 48,803 in the stands settled into their seats. He lasted just 1 1/3 innings. 

“It was tough, tough emotionally,” Gray said. “I really want to be good for the guys behind me. It is a really big situation, 

really a big game.” 

TRIPLE THREAT 

The previous pitcher to hit a postseason triple was Dontrelle Willis for the Marlins in 2003. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
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There was a moment of silence for victims of the Las Vegas shooting, and a photo was shown on the big screen of one of 

them, Christiana Duarte, a University of Arizona graduate and former member of the Diamondbacks front office. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: Will be back in Arizona to open the 2018 season on March 29. 

Diamondbacks: The Dodgers had the best record in baseball at 104-58 but went 8-11 against Arizona. 
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Rockies fall short in wild-card loss to Diamondbacks 
 
By Associated Press / USA Today | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX (AP) — The Colorado Rockies had been resilient all season, scraping their way into the playoffs after the best 

start in franchise history fizzled. 

The Rockies were able to summon some of that resolve again in the NL wild-card game, but never could fully dig their 

way out of an early hole during an 11-8 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks on Wednesday night. 

"Right away, all hell broke loose and from there on it was a heavyweight fight," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "We got 

close a couple times, they stretched the lead, we came back. It was a crazy game." 

The Rockies had an up-and-down regular season and their first playoff appearance since 2009 followed suit. 

Colorado fell behind 6-0, roughed up one of baseball's best pitchers and rallied to pull within one twice. The 

Diamondbacks had to dig deep down in their bag of scoring tricks to beat the Rockies, needing two homers, four triples, 

17 hits, an RBI bunt single by a catcher and the first three-bagger by a relief pitcher in postseason history. 

The Diamondbacks' scoring cornucopia sends them to the NL Division Series against the Dodgers, starting Friday in Los 

Angeles. Colorado heads home to Denver. 

"That was a crazy game from the beginning all the way to the end," outfielder Carlos Gonzalez said. "It is too bad we 

didn't get the win, but only one team can go farther." 

The Rockies opened the season 44-26, but had to play some tense games down the stretch just to make the playoffs after 

faltering in the second half of the season. They made it, finishing 87-75 and a game ahead of Milwaukee for the second 

NL wild card to earn their first postseason berth in eight years. 

For the playoff game between NL West rivals, Colorado had hot right-hander Jon Gray on the mound with a lineup that 

included a pair of MVP contenders in Nolan Arenado and batting champion Charlie Blackmon. Gonzalez also had 

rounded into form after struggling much of the season, finding his stroke just before the playoffs in what could be his final 

season in the Mile High City. 
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But their hopes of advancing were immediately in jeopardy as Gray struggled to locate his pitches during the shortest 

postseason start in franchise history. Paul Goldschmidt ended his 0-for-11 career skid against Gray with a three-run 

homer in the first inning and Daniel Descalso added a two-run shot off Tyler Anderson, putting Arizona up 6-0 before the 

Rockies could get nine outs. 

"It was tough, tough emotionally," said Gray, who allowed four runs and seven hits in 1 1/3 innings. "I really want to be 

good for the guys behind me. It is a really big situation, really a big game. It was costly." 

But Colorado has 10 players with postseason experience and found ways to fight back all year. 

After struggling against Arizona ace Zack Greinke early, the Rockies chased him with a four-run fourth inning and cut the 

lead to 6-5 in the seventh. 

Colorado found itself in a hole again in the bottom half, when reliever Archie Bradley, a career .098 hitter, became the first 

reliever to hit a postseason triple, driving in two runs to put the Diamondbacks up 8-5. 

Again, the Rockies tried to answer and, no surprise, it was Arenado that started it. 

Colorado's third baseman had an MVP-type season, hitting .309 with 37 homers and 130 RBIs to become the eighth 

player in major league history with at least three straight seasons with 35 homers and 130 RBIs. He hit .377 in September 

and in the wild-card game hit a ball deep to center for a solo homer in the seventh inning off Bradley. 

Trevor Story followed with a home run to right, pulling the Rockies to 8-7. 

But that was it. A.J. Pollock hit a two-run triple and catcher Jeff Mathis put down a bunt single that put Arizona up four 

runs. 

"This is a sign that we all need to work harder and get better," Arenado said. "Everyone, all of us — there's still room to 

grow." 

Blackmon went 0 for 4 to close out a spectacular season that had him in the MVP conversation as well. 

He was the NL batting champion at .331 and had a major league-high 213 hits. Blackmon set records as a leadoff man 

with 103 RBIs and 383 total bases, while his 37 homers and 86 extra-base were third-most from the leadoff spot. 
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Gonzalez finished the regular season hitting .262 with 14 homers in 57 RBIs, well off his numbers in previous seasons. 

He's at the end of a seven-year, $80 million contract, but the Rockies have a plethora of outfield options and have 

seemed in no rush to offer a new deal to their longtime star. 

"I don't really know what the future holds for me," Gonzalez said. "I am really thankful for all the nine years I have been 

with this organization. I am who I am today because of them, the fans. The way they treat me, there is not enough words 

to thank everybody." 
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NL Wild Card: Diamondbacks hang on in back-and-forth battle over Rockies 
 
By Tim Brown / Yahoo Sports | October 4, 2017 

 

PHOENIX – For a good 24 wild-card hours, starters had climbed pitchers’ mounds as the chosen ones, those tasked with 

lifting their clubs from the regular season into the division series, and what followed was not tidiness, not gallantry, not 

brilliance, but chaos. 

Down went the Twin. Down went the Yankee. Down went the Rockie. And down, lastly, went the Diamondback. And in 

came the bullpens. And, here, up came a little more chaos. 

In an elimination game Wednesday night at Chase Field, after having pitched Zack Greinke and turning in desperation to 

fellow starter Robbie Ray, and then briefly pulling away on a two-run, seventh-inning triple by Archie Bradley – the first 

postseason triple ever by a relief pitcher, the Arizona Diamondbacks beat the Colorado Rockies, 11-8, to advance to the 

National League division series. There, they’ll get Clayton Kershaw and the 104-win Los Angeles Dodgers on Friday night 

in Los Angeles. 

The Diamondbacks won 11 of 19 games against the Dodgers. 

The Dodgers had a losing record against just two opponents. The other was eliminated by the Diamondbacks on 

Wednesday night. 

As in the American League wild-card game, in which neither starting pitcher posted well, the NL’s version ran out to a 6-0 

Diamondbacks’ lead against Rockies starter Jon Gray. The Rockies returned with four runs in the fourth against Greinke, 

and were within 6-5 when Bradley, a career .098 hitter batting with two out in the seventh inning, rifled a triple to left-

center field that scored two. He retook the mound in the eighth inning and allowed consecutive home runs to Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story, bringing the Rockies to within 8-7, because this baseball game would require both teams to 

travel every inch. A.J. Pollock tripled home two runs in the eighth, the last of four triples by the Diamondbacks. 

In his first postseason start, the 25-year-old Gray allowed a single on his sixth pitch, another single on his seventh, and a 

three-run home run – to Paul Goldschmidt – on his eighth. 

It got only marginally better after that. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/26-outs-incredible-yankees-bullpen-won-al-wild-card-game-074111129.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7257/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9691/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9542/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ari/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/col
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8180/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/lad/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9567/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9571/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9157/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8967/
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By his 21st pitch, he’d recorded an out, but also had Diamondbacks baserunners on second and third. And while he 

steered away from the Diamondbacks scoring again, the Rockies’ chosen ace had spent 33 pitches in his first inning, 

even as teammates hastily warmed in the bullpen over his left shoulder. 

The most harmful of the 33 was a first-pitch curveball to Goldschmidt he presumably believed he could throw for a strike 

and would surprise Goldschmidt, an exceedingly good fastball hitter. One never knows what might turn a game with such 

weighty consequences, but an at-bat against Goldschmidt with two on in the first inning has a reasonable chance to be it. 

So, it was possible Gray overthrew that curveball, or didn’t entirely believe in it, but it arrived at Goldschmidt about chest-

high, and catcher Jonathan Lucroy dropped his mitt to his side, and a few seconds later the Diamondbacks held a 3-0 

lead. 

Goldschmidt bats to the chant of MVP, which echoes in the cavernous ballpark when the roof is closed, so it comes out 

muddled and murky, but you know what they’re saying. He’s their guy. Didn’t matter if he hit .171 across September, as 

he’d pretty much clobbered every other month for half-a-decade. 

The Diamondbacks dismissed Gray an out into the second inning, by which time he’d allowed seven hits (to 11 batters) 

and four runs. Gray, then, walked the wild-card path of Luis Severino and Ervin Santana, too early, too imprecise, too 

much time on the opposing bat barrels. He trudged to the dugout, took one last look over his shoulder at the mess he’d 

left behind, and disappeared down the dugout steps. 

Already sensing a division series matchup against the Dodgers, the crowd roared in his head. 

And yet, according to 2017 baseball and true to the early returns on October, an inning-and-a-half later, Greinke took the 

same walk, only in the opposite direction. Cool, stoic, deliberate and razor sharp for three innings, Greinke, the 

unquestioned ace of the Diamondbacks in deeds and paychecks, lost his way in the fourth. The Rockies strung together a 

series of hits that were soft and yet unrelenting, and after the fifth of those – by the end a hard double by Lucroy and a 

clean single by pinch-hitter Alexi Amarista – Greinke had turned a 6-0 home celebration into a 6-4 home need-a-beer. 

Ray, the presumed NLDS Game 1 starter in the event the Diamondbacks advanced, allowed a run in 2 1/3 innings, 

momentarily settling things at Chase Field. He threw 34 pitches. 

  

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8609/
https://sports.yahoo.com/jon-gray-pulled-second-inning-rocked-diamondbacks-011446182.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9879/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7547/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8914/
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Diamondbacks beat Rockies in NL wild-card game to set up NLDS showdown with Dodgers 
 
By Bill Shaikin / LA Times | October 4, 2017 

 

The Dodgers might never have been more delighted to see a bullpen gate open than they were around 7 p.m. 

Wednesday. 

They were not playing in this game. They were watching on television, from hundreds of miles away. And there he was on 

the mound, the pitcher that was supposed to torment them Friday, rushed into emergency duty. 

The Arizona Diamondbacks needed Robbie Ray to save their season. 

When it’s time for Dodgers baseball Friday, the opposing pitcher will be someone other than Ray, and other than Zack 

Greinke. The Diamondbacks deployed their two finest starting pitchers Wednesday — Greinke by choice, Ray by 

necessity — in winning the National League wild-card game and advancing to a division series against the Dodgers. 

In nine innings that were less of a classic showdown and more of a wild frolic, the Diamondbacks beat the Colorado 

Rockies 11-8. The Rockies were down three runs before they got an out, they nearly made up a six-run deficit, and they 

were all but sunk when the Diamondbacks’ best relief pitcher slugged the first extra-base hit of his career. 

“Right away, all hell broke loose,” Colorado manager Bud Black said, “and from then on, it was a heavyweight fight.” 

In this year in which most home runs in major league history were hit, the Diamondbacks hit four triples and two home 

runs. They scored five of their runs on home runs, by Paul Goldschmidt and Daniel Descalso, five on triples and one on a 

bunt single. 

The Diamondbacks led 6-0 after three innings, a lead that nearly went for naught when Greinke gave up four runs in a 

fourth inning he could not survive. The Diamondbacks, in a win-or-go-home game, used Ray for the fifth and sixth innings, 

and part of the seventh inning. 

He made 34 pitches, too many to get the Game 1 start against the Dodgers. Ray started five times against the Dodgers 

this season, posting a 2.27 earned-run average and striking out 53 batters in 32 innings. He still could start Game 2, and 

then a possible Game 5 on regular rest. 

http://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/zack-greinke-PESPT000010079-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/zack-greinke-PESPT000010079-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
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But that still leaves Clayton Kershaw starting Game 1 against three letters that will make the Dodgers happy: TBA. 

Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said Ray and Greinke would be “candidates” to start Game 2. 

The Diamondbacks clung to a one-run lead in the seventh inning, when reliever Archie Bradley tripled home two runs 

against All-Star reliever Pat Neshek. Bradley is the Diamondbacks’ answer to Andrew Miller, the stud who can pitch more 

than one inning ahead of the closer, and Lovullo said he was not thrilled when Bradley rounded second base and headed 

for third. 

“I was thinking, ‘Please stop right there,’” Lovullo said. “I could see him turn a corner and pull a hamstring.” 

The Diamondbacks won 11 of 19 games against the Dodgers this season, including the last six meetings. When the 

Diamondbacks swept at Dodger Stadium last month, catcher Yasmani Grandal said he was not at all apprehensive about 

a possible playoff matchup with Arizona. 

“We know we’re the better team,” he said. 

On Wednesday, Bradley acknowledged the Dodgers had a better overall record, then said that counts for nothing now. 

“This series will determine who the better team is,” he said. 

Kershaw will take the ball Friday and try to carry the Dodgers on his back, all the way to a parade. The big horse is one of 

baseball’s grandest traditions, from Sandy Koufax and Bob Gibson to Orel Hershiser and Madison Bumgarner. 

If Kershaw can deliver that magic this October, he would be bucking an emerging October trend, the one in which starters 

pitch roughly half the postseason innings. 

In the two winner-take-all wild-card games, Greinke lasted the longest of all the starters. He worked 32/3 innings, as many 

as the other three combined: the Minnesota Twins’ Ervin Santana (two), the Rockies’ Jon Gray (11/3) and the New York 

Yankees’ Luis Severino (one-third), all aces on their respective teams. 

On Wednesday, Gray faced 11 batters and gave up seven hits. 

As the Dodgers prepared for their fifth consecutive appearance in a division series, Arizona rejoiced in its first trip there 

since 2011. Said Bradley: “We want to make baseball here good again.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-kershaw-PESPT000010172-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/archie-bradley--PESPT000011580-topic.html
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