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An early guess at Padres' 
opening day roster 
Jeff Sanders  

Pitchers and catchers are due to report by Wednesday morning to the Padres’ spring 
training complex in Peoria, Ariz., with the rest of the team following by Feb. 19. The first full-
team workout is slated for Feb. 20, but we’re by no means patient enough to hold off predicting 
the Padres’ 25-man roster. 

An addition like Eric Hosmer would change everything, as would the first round of spring 
hamstring pulls (we’ll let Andy Green do the knocking on wood). 

For now, here’s an educated shot in the dark at the opening day roster based on everything we 
know heading into camp: 

Starting rotation (5) 
By virtue of last year’s extension, left-hander Clayton Richard starts the year in the rotation — 
maybe even on Opening Day. Right-hander Luis Perdomo is the longest continuously tenured 
member of the rotation, while right-hander Dinelson Lamet is coming off a somewhat electric 
big league debut (10.9 K/9, 4.57 ERA). Put that trio in the rotation alongside right-
hander Bryan Mitchell, whom the Padres acquired by agreeing to take on Chase 
Headley’s $13 million salary. Beyond that quartet is another dozen or so candidates, although 
none with quite the pedigree of right-hander Tyson Ross as he moves further away from the 
shoulder injury that derailed his career. It’s hard to see the Padres not giving Ross and pitching 
coach Darren Balsley every opportunity to recapture Ross’ All-Star form, even if it means 
stomaching rocky stretches (Ross had a 7.71 ERA last year with Texas). 

Keep an eye on: There also will be no shortage of replacement candidates as Robbie 
Erlin. Colin Rea and Matt Strahm stretch their post-surgery arms, right-hander Jordan 
Lyles looks to right his ship, Triple-A right-hander Walker Lockett moves past last year’s 
back issues and top prospects continue to bubble up through the system. The organization, of 
course, will be in no-hurry to fast-track Cal Quantrill, Joey Lucchesi, Eric 
Lauer and Jacob Nix during their first big league camp. 

Bullpen (8) 
The most prominent spots belong to closer Brad Hand and right-handed set-up men Kirby 
Yates, Craig Stammen and Kazuhisa Makita. Given his upside, a healthy Carter Capps — 
and there are no guarantees following surgery to correct Thoracic Outlet Syndrome — is a good 
bet to force his way into that group with a bounce-back camp. The uncertainty in the rotation 
will require at least one long man and Robbie Erlin, a lefty, has filled that role in San Diego on 
a few occasions. Matt Strahm’s upside from the left side is also too tantalizing to leave off the 
roster and his history as a starting pitcher could provide even more length if he falls short in the 
rotation race. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
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Keep an eye on: Give the final spot in the bullpen to incoming right-hander Colton Brewer, 
although expect guys like Phil Maton, Kyle McGrath and Buddy Baumannto ride the 
Southwest shuttle to and from Triple-A El Paso throughout the season. On the other hand, given 
his legal trouble, Jose Torres’ long-term status with the team could be in jeopardy. 

Catchers (2) 
Austin Hedges is already one of the game’s best defensive catchers, an emerging offensive 
threat from the right side of the plate and should be penciled into the Padres’ lineup for the 
foreseeable future. His backup should complement the 25-year-old catcher and the left-handed 
hitting Raffy Lopez does that better than any of the other catchers in camp (Rocky 
Gale, Luis Torrens, Stephen McGee and Austin Allen). Of that group, only Lopez, Gale 
and Torrens, a seldom-used Rule 5 pick last year, have big league time and only Lopez and Allen 
are left-handed. The 24-year-old-old Allen, of course, spent all of 2017 in the California League, 
while the 30-year-old Lopez posted a .918 OPS last year in the Triple-A International League. 

Infielders (6) 
So long as no trades or signings impact the 40-man roster, follow the money to fill the first three 
spots in the Padres infield — Chase Headley ($13 million) will be at third so long as he’s in San 
Diego, Wil Myers ($7.5 million) will be at first and Freddy Galvis($6.825 million) will be at 
shortstop. Dusty Coleman is the only big-league ready, non-prospect type in camp capable of 
playing shortstop, so pencil him in as Galvis’ backup. That leaves Carlos Asuaje and Cory 
Spangenberg battling for starts at second base, although Spangenberg’s ability to play third 
base and left field in a pinch adds to the likelihood that he breaks camp on the 25-man roster 
over Christian Villanueva and the still-very-green Allen Cordoba. 

Outfielders (4) 
Manuel Margot is the only no-doubt starter and he could be primed for a breakout campaign 
in center field. Hunter Renfroe will get another long look in right field after setting the 
franchise rookie homer record despite a month-long demotion to the minors and Jose 
Pirela will start the season as the left fielder after turning in the Padres’ best all-around-
offensive campaign a year ago. As for a bench outfielder who can hold down all three spots, 
speedy Travis Jankowski is left-handed and a better fit for the roster even if he has options 
left and Matt Szczur does not (keeping Jankowski would require shopping Szczur). Alex 
Dickerson could also emerge as a bench option upon regaining momentum in the minors, 
while prospect Franchy Cordero is better served playing every day at Triple-A El Paso until a 
full-time job opens. 

  

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/sd-sp-padres-jose-torres-padres-arrest-0214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/sd-sp-padres-jose-torres-padres-arrest-0214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-szczur-PESPT0015573-topic.html
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Optimistic Padres want Eric 
Hosmer now rather than 
another star later 
Kevin Acee  

  

Talks between the sides resumed last week, sparking renewed optimism within the Padres 
organization that they could land free agent first baseman Eric Hosmer. 

And indications are they really do want him. 

Badly enough that they are essentially going to forfeit being big-time players in what is expected 
to be a banner free agent market next offseason. 

Signing Hosmer would mean no play for Manny Machado, Josh Donaldson, DJ 
LeMahieuor Marwin Gonzalez. While there remains time for their current clubs to sign them, 
those four plus Bryce Harper and other all-stars are scheduled to become free agents after this 
season. 

That’s because if Hosmer is signed, there won’t be another high-priced addition in 2019, two 
people familiar with the team’s thinking said this week. 

First off, the Padres personnel department has fallen in love with Hosmer — his ability to get on 
base and his character. 

Additionally, the team’s thinking is that given the approach by several other teams, who have 
taken a penny-wise approach to this year’s free agency class with designs on spending big next 
year, the Padres would be hard-pressed to make competitive offers for the likes of Harper or 
Machado. 

This tack would seem very much in line with the philosophy put forth by Padres ownership. 

Whether they are called “prudent” or “frugal” for their current low-cost major-league roster, Ron 
Fowler and Peter Seidler have professed a willingness to invest in veteran players to round out 
the roster once they feel they are close to being championship contenders. 

But their payroll will almost certainly never be in MLB’s top third. The thinking seems to be that 
provided the personnel department is doing its job by stocking and continually replenishing the 
minor-league system, the team can build from within, supplementing with a minimal number of 
higher-priced additions when necessary. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manny-machado-PESPTF00106-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-donaldson-PESPT000010013-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dj-lemahieu-PESPT0015348-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dj-lemahieu-PESPT0015348-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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The Houston Astros won the World Series last year with a payroll ranked in the middle of MLB’s 
30 teams. The Royals did so in 2015. The Indians went to the World Series in ’16 with a payroll 
ranked in the bottom third. 

There is no indication the Padres have an advantage with Hosmer or that an agreement is 
imminent, but the resumption of engagement after what was described as a prolonged period of 
inactivity is a strong indication the Padres are in the running. Around the club, hope seems to 
have turned into optimism. 

Reports have placed Hosmer’s ask at seven years (or more) with an average annual value of 
around $20 million. It is also possible he will sign a deal with some team for a shorter duration 
that allows him to test the market again while still in his prime producing (and thus, earning) 
years. 

While there remains a gap between what the Padres have offered and what Hosmer’s agent, 
Scott Boras, is requesting, there is a belief the sides are close enough that a deal doesn’t have to 
wait. There is also a belief Hosmer doesn’t want to be out of camp for an extended period. 

Even with Hosmer, the Padres would not be expected to challenge this season in the loaded 
National League West. 

But with the Padres harboring a goal of contention perhaps as early as 2019 and no later than 
2020, the 28-year-old Hosmer would still be in his prime years as the franchise begins what it 
believes will be an extended window wherein their highly touted prospects make them annual 
championship contenders. 

Further, Hosmer could immediately begin to rub off on the young players and further what the 
Padres believe is a burgeoning chemistry on the club. 

The team’s background work talking with several dozen coaches, players and others who know 
Hosmer has turned up exclusively positive reports regarding his work ethic and leadership 
abilities. Additionally, Hosmer is bilingual, which would be a commodity in connecting in an 
increasingly Latin-infused clubhouse. 

Those traits are in addition, of course, to what the Padres think he can do on the field. 

Hosmer has a career batting average of .284, career on-base percentage of .342 and career 
slugging percentage of .439. He posted career highs in all three categories last year 
(.318/.385/.498) and those numbers over the past three seasons are higher than those for his 
career. 

Hosmer’s 4.1 WAR (wins above replacement) according to FanGraphs ranked 35th among all 
position players and fourth among first basemen in 2017. 

He walks in almost 10 percent of his plate appearances and strikes out less than 16 percent of the 
time. Both those ratios put him in the league’s top tier in those categories, especially when 
considering he hits for decent power as well (25 homers each of the past two season). 

Hosmer, who happens to also provide the left-handed bat the Padres need, played every game 
last season and averaged 152 games played from 2012-16. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/houston-astros-ORSPT000013-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cleveland-indians-ORSPT000009-topic.html
https://www.fangraphs.com/warleaders.aspx?season=2017&team=all&sort=6%2cd
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=3516&position=1B%C2%A0
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=3516&position=1B%C2%A0
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All that has the Padres ready to spend more than they ever have on a player. But only one of 
them at that price. 
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Makita makes Padres smile; 
they hope he makes 
opponents frown 
Kevin Acee  

  

It was quite a sight Tuesday morning as a smiling man in blue shorts and bright yellow leggings 
threw a bullpen session. 

Kazuhisa Makita’s torso leans almost perpendicular to the ground and his right hand is, at its 
lowest, less than a foot off the dirt as he goes through his submarine delivery. 

 “It’s lower than low,” Padres manager Andy Green said of Makita’s delivery. 

Makita varies the delivery slightly along with drastic changes in speed and the arc of his pitches. 

“I saw him throwing pitches that looked like they were 35 mph going up there,” Green said. “’I’d 
never seen a pitch like that. It’s going to be really fun to watch. It will make you smile.” 

The Padres hope Makita will elicit the opposite reaction from opponents. 

“That is a unique look that I don’t think a lot of NL West hitters are going to be used to and I 
don’t think are going to handle well,” Green said. “… You typically don’t see guys coming from 
down there putting (the ball) at the top of the zone. And the reality of major league hitters is 
what you don’t see often, it’s really hard to hit. … We’re going to bank on that look being hard to 
adjust to.” 

Many in the Padres organization met Makita for the first time Monday or Tuesday. 

The 33-year old reliever from Japan was signed last month at a cost of $4.3 million for the next 
two years ($3.8 million in base salary plus a $500,000 posting fee paid to the Seibu Lions of 
Japan’s Pacific League). 

Kid play 
The Padres want to get a good look at the top prospects in major-league camp, and the Cactus 
League schedule offers them one way to finagle more innings for the young players. 

In recent years, the Padres have had six days between their first full-squad workout and 
exhibition opener. This year, position players report on Monday, the first workout is Tuesday 
and the Padres play the Seattle Mariners three days later. 

“From a position player standpoint, it’s pretty easy,” Green said “We’re going to get those guys 
on the baseball field. They’re going to play fairly significantly early on. It’s nice the way camp is 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
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set up. The first day of camp is the 20th, our first game is the 23rd, so some of the guys that 
typically (would play) out of the gate, those first games some of our veteran guys we might take a 
day or two longer to get them in ballgames. 

“We’re not going to slow-play them by any stretch. But if Wil Myers and Chase Headley are 
going to profit from an extra couple days before their first game, we’ll watch our young guys play 
for a while, and we’ll be excited about it.” 

That likely means fans won’t have to wait long to see Fernando Tatis Jr. and Luis Urias working 
the middle of the infield together. But this approach does not apply to the top pitching prospects 
in major-league camp. 

“You’re not going to see them in the first four or five games,” Green said. “It’s because we’re 
thinking about the long term, not whether or not they can get out there and audition for us.” 

The peculiar spring schedule is a result of the regular season starting earlier due to the new 
collective bargaining agreement assuring players more days off during the season. 

Extra bases 

• Green said infielder Allen Cordoba might take a few extra days to be full-go after being 
involved in a car accident last week in Panama. Said Green: “He’s feeling the effects of 
that. We’ve all been in accidents before. You think you’re fine and you realize your bell is 
rung. He might be a little slow played to make sure his head is OK.” 

• Myers will work exclusively at first base — until/if the Padres sign free agent Eric 
Hosmer. Green said it wouldn’t “take a long amount of time for him to get comfortable 
back” in the outfield. 

• Robbie Erlin and Colin Rea (Tommy John surgery in 2016) threw off a mound Tuesday, 
as did Matt Strahm (patellar tendon surgery last summer). All three are expected to do 
everything other pitchers do except pitch in early Cactus League games. Strahm has some 
limitations working on defense but is expected to be fully healthy at some point this 
spring. All three are among those vying for what is likely one available spot in the starting 
rotation. 

• Reliever Carter Capps, who is coming off surgery to alleviate thoracic outlet syndrome, 
which is believed to have caused the blood clot that ended his 2017 season early, will be 
on what Green called a “slower progression” but otherwise a normal track to be ready for 
the season. One thing to consider as Capps attempts to make the major-league roster is 
that he is out of minor-league options. That means he would be subject to waivers if the 
Padres want to send him down. 

• A suggestion that made the rounds on Twitter Monday saying the Padres have talked with 
the Tampa Bay Rays about acquiring pitcher Chris Archer along with outfielder Denard 
Span was shot down by a team source. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-allen-cordoba-unharmed-in-car-accident-in-panama-20180207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
https://twitter.com/PadreVibes/status/963319755997196288
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-archer-PESPT0015093-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/denard-span-PESPT000010433-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/denard-span-PESPT000010433-topic.html
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Padres have Myers focused on first base 
Club confident slugger could make quick adjustment back to outfield if Hosmer signs 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Feb. 13th, 2018 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- When Wil Myers reports to Padres camp later this week, he's planning to do 
so as a first baseman exclusively. The Padres have no designs on giving him any reps 
anywhere else. 

That is, of course, unless things change regarding a certain free-agent first baseman from 
Kansas City. 

Indeed, Eric Hosmer remains unsigned with pitchers and catchers slated to report to the Peoria 
Sports Complex on Wednesday. The Padres remain interested in signing him, having already 
offered seven years and nine figures. 

. 2nd, 2018 

And Myers remains in a sort of limbo between first base and a potential move back to the 
outfield, where he played from 2013-15. 

"He's going to come into camp as a first baseman, right now," said manager Andy Green, who 
met with media for the first time this spring. "But we'll tell him to bring his outfield glove along 
with him." 

 
Earlier this offseason, the Padres' front office reached out to Myers, asking if he'd be OK moving 
to the outfield to make room for Hosmer at first. Myers said he'd be more than happy to do so. 

The 27-year-old righty slugger made his full-season debut at first base in 2016, and he put forth 
a legitimate Gold Glove-caliber campaign. Last year, however, Myers took a major step back 
defensively, and he spent the offseason honing his footwork and reactions around the bag. 

There's obvious room for growth at first base for Myers. Right now, the Padres have made it 
clear that should be his fielding priority. 

. 22nd, 2017 

The Friars are far less concerned about the possibility of a move back to a corner outfield spot. 
Given Myers' history and his athleticism, they feel as though that transition would be relatively 
seamless. 

"I've watched every ball Wil caught ... in Tampa [with the Rays]," Green said. "He's going to be 
fine adjusting back to the outfield. It's not going to take a long amount of time for him to get 
comfortable back out there. We don't have this fear that if something were to happen and Wil 
moved to the outfield, that he has to do it at the beginning of camp." 

. 13th, 2018 

Pitchers on the mend 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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The Padres did little in the way of free-agent starting pitching acquisitions this offseason, but 
they feel as though they added three arms to the mix when Robbie Erlin, Colin Rea and Matt 
Strahm all reported to the Peoria Sports Complex in good health. 

Rea and Erlin are coming off 2016 Tommy John surgery. Strahm had surgery to repair a torn 
patellar tendon in his left knee last July (before the trade that sent him from Kansas City to San 
Diego). 

"All three are going into camp with what we're considering a normal-slow progression," Green 
said. "They're throwing on the same pattern and schedule as everyone else. They won't see 
game action as soon as some of those other guys, but they're ready to compete." 

Green added that Strahm might be limited during fielding drills early in camp, given the nature of 
his knee injury. But that likely won't slow his progression back to game action. 

All three pitchers reported to camp early and threw bullpen sessions on Tuesday. They're 
among approximately 10 hurlers set to compete for places in the starting rotation. 

Cordoba shaken up 

Padres shortstop Allen Cordoba is still feeling the after-effects from a car accident last week in 
his native Panama. 

Though Cordoba has not been diagnosed with any specific injuries, Green noted that he "had 
his bell rung" and that the Padres will "slow-play" his progression early in camp. 

Cordoba will compete for a job as the backup shortstop, though he's likely destined for some 
Minor League seasoning after spending 2017 playing sporadically as a Rule 5 Draft pick in the 
big leagues. 

Regarding the health of the rest of the club, Green noted, "Outside of that, I think we're in good 
shape." 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/642707/allen-cordoba
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Second- and third-base races to heat up 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Feb. 13th, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Any spring camp that's worth its salt should feature competition. That's the 
nature of Spring Training, after all. And this year's Padres camp certainly has its share. 

The most intriguing positional battle in Peoria, Ariz., this spring will take place at second base -- 
though that will almost certainly spill over to the third-base race as well. The fight for playing 
time between Cory Spangenberg and Carlos Asuaje could impact the entire makeup of the 
Padres' infield. 

On the surface, Spangenberg, Asuaje, Chase Headley and Christian Villanueva all have 
claims to a place on the Opening Day roster entering camp. They might all be favorites, too, if 
not for one small problem: None of the four can play shortstop. 

And that's where things get tricky. It's very unlikely the Padres opt to carry seven infielders. 
Three of those jobs will go to Wil Myers, Freddy Galvis and whoever backs up Galvis up at 
short. (Dusty Coleman is the early favorite.) 

 
So, following the January deal that sent Yangervis Solarte to Toronto for a pair of prospects, 
there are four players fighting for three spots. 

"It's going to be interesting to see how it all unfolds," Padres skipper Andy Green said at the 
Winter Meetings. "I think we're trying to create a culture of belief in our players but also a culture 
of competition, guys pushing each other to be great. ... It's a muddy picture trying to figure out 
how our roster fits together. But where we're at is: Bring in as much talent as you possibly can, 
and we'll sort it out." 

Here's a look at the four infield options. 

Headley 
The Padres landed Headley in a December trade with the Yankees that also netted right-
hander Bryan Mitchell. His .352 on-base percentage last season would've led the team, and 
the Padres are desperate for hitters who can reach base, having finished last in the Majors in 
OBP the past two seasons. Expect Headley to serve as a veteran presence in the clubhouse 
and a backup at first base for Myers. In the final year of his contract, he could also become the 
subject of trade speculation as the Deadline approaches. 

He'll make the roster if ... he isn't traded before Opening Day, which is still a possibility. 

. 12th, 2017 

Asuaje 
Asuaje turned heads with an impressive rookie season in 2017, posting a .270 average and a 
.334 on-base percentage, while generally being one of the tougher outs in the lineup. Perhaps 
as important: Asuaje made huge strides defensively at second base after struggling a bit during 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
https://www.mlb.com/news/predicting-padres-2018-opening-day-roster/c-266173070
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543038/dusty-coleman
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
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his '16 callup. The Padres wouldn't mind seeing Asuaje add a bit more power to his game, but 
he's already a useful left-handed bat even if he's not much of a home run threat. 

He'll make the roster if ... he puts forth similar offensive production, while continuing to be a 
pest at the plate, working counts and frustrating opposing pitchers. 

. 30th, 2017 

Spangenberg 
What a roller coaster 2017 was for Spangenberg. The Padres left him off the Opening Day 
roster, and he struggled in May after his callup. Then, he put together a torrid 2 1/2-month 
stretch worthy of a place in the middle of the lineup, before tailing off big time in September. 
Spangenberg needs to find a measure of consistency in '18, but he's in good shape for a roster 
spot, given that he's the only member of the infield who can move back and forth between 
second and third (while playing some left field as well). 

He'll make the roster if ... he continues to showcase his positional versatility and his overall 
athleticism. (If he hits like he did last July with a .309 average, he'll earn the starting nod, easily). 

. 19th, 2017 

Villanueva 
No doubt, Villanueva is the biggest question mark of the bunch. He also might have the biggest 
immediate upside. During his September callup last season, Villanueva batted .344 with four 
homers in 32 at-bats. After eight seasons in the Minors, he wasted no time taking advantage of 
his first big league opportunity. Now, it's up to Villanueva to prove he can sustain his success at 
the plate. He's got the longest odds of the group to be in San Diego for Opening Day. 

He'll make the roster if ... he rakes during camp. The Padres could use a right-handed bench 
bat, and there's probably some playing time available if he hits. 
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Bowden: Ranking the top 50 prospects in 

baseball 
 
By Jim Bowden Feb 13, 2018 
With spring training upon us, here are my top 50 prospects in baseball. The players are ranked based on a 

combination of opinions from GM’s, front office executives, scouts, minor league managers, coaches, evaluators, 

players and my personal experiences scouting the players. I also factored in actual performance based on their 

statistics, metrics, trends and other miscellaneous information such as medicals, off-field behavior and make-up and 

character. 

Scouting Grades Key: 

* ARM=Throwing arm, FLD=Fielding, PWR=Power, HIT=Hitting, RUN=Running 

* FB=Fastball, SF=Splitter, SLI=Slider, CB=Curveball, CH=Changeup, SC: Screwball, CTL=Control, 

CMND=Command 

* Scale is 20-80; 20-30 is well below average, 40 is below average, 50 is average, 60 is above average and 70-80 is 

well above average 

1. Shohei Ohtani, RHP/DH, Los Angeles Angels, Age: 23, HT: 6-2, WT: 215, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, SF: 70, SLI: 60, CB: 45 | ARM: 70, FLD: 50, HIT: 50, PWR: 65, RUN: 55 

Ohtani is the heavy favorite to be AL Rookie of the Year. Seattle Mariners GM Jerry DiPoto described Ohtani in 

the following manner: “I’ve seen players hit a ball 500 feet and I’ve seen pitchers throw over 100 mph, I’ve just 

never seen one person do both until Ohtani.” He profiles to be a top-of-rotation starter because he has three wipe-

out pitches, including a split-finger and slider to go with his overpowering fastball. He also throws a curveball. His 

bat projects to be a .270-type hitter with 20-25 home run power, but we won’t know for sure until he starts facing 

major league pitching on a regular basis. He’s definitely a pitcher first, but don’t underestimate his potential with 

the bat, too. 

2. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Toronto Blue Jays, Age: 18, HT: 6-1, WT: 207, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 45, HIT: 70, PWR: 70, RUN: 45 

I was at the Futures Games last July at Marlins Park in Miami, and after watching all of the top prospects perform, I 

sent a text to Mark Shapiro, the President & CEO of the Toronto Blue Jays, and told him that I just saw the best 

position player prospect in baseball—Vladimir Guerrero Jr. Nothing since has changed my mind; he is the best 

hitting prospect in baseball. He has tremendous bat speed combined with loud sweet-spot contact. He has the ability 

to use the whole field with upper deck power and has a chance to follow in his dad’s footsteps all the way to the 

Hall of Fame. He’s that good. 

3. Ronald Acuna, CF, Atlanta Braves, Age: 20, HT: 6-0, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 75, HIT: 65, PWR: 65, RUN: 65 

Acuna is a plus defensive outfielder with great angles and jumps and has the ability to play all three outfield 

positions with an above-average arm. At the plate, he profiles as a table-setter with the potential of hitting .300 with 

20 home runs and 40 stolen bases. He was the MVP of the Arizona Fall League, leading the circuit with seven 

home runs. He is my pick for NL Rookie of the Year, even though he’s not expected to make the Braves major 

league team out of spring training because they want to keep in the minor league leagues long enough to gain an 

extra year of control. 

4. Victor Robles, CF, Washington Nationals, Age: 20, HT: 6-0, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

https://theathletic.com/author/157633
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Scouting Grades: ARM: 60,  FLD: 65, HIT: 65, PWR: 50, RUN: 70 

Robles is the epitome of a five-tool outfielder with tremendous athleticism. The Nationals have had him on a fast 

track to replace Bryce Harper in 2019 when Bryce is expected to depart via free agency. However, Robles is 

knocking on the door so loud that most analysts think he’ll be the Nationals everyday centerfielder by June 1. He 

profiles out to be a .300 hitter with eventual 15-20 home run power and 35-40  stolen base potential. His defense in 

center field will put him in Gold Glove award conversations and multiple All-Star games are in his future. He also 

has special character, make-up and work ethic. 

5. Brendan Rodgers, SS, Colorado Rockies, Age: 21, HT: 6-0, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 50, HIT: 55, PWR: 65, RUN: 50 

Rodgers was drafted as a shortstop, and although he could stay at that position, the Rockies have played him a lot at 

second base with the idea that he could replace D. J. LeMahieu in 2019, who is expected to leave in free agency 

after this season. Rodgers probably better profiles at third base than second because of his strong arm, but no reason 

to put him there with Nolan Arenado, the game's best defensive third baseman, already entrenched. Before he can 

be considered for a major league call-up, though, Rodgers needs to work on his plate discipline and ability to draw 

walks. His middle-of-the-order impact power bat potential will be his calling card and eventually playing half of his 

games at Coors Field, it could result in becoming one of the best offensive players in the National League. 

6. Eloy Jimenez, OF, Chicago White Sox, Age: 21, HT: 6-4, WT: 210, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 65, FLD: 50, HIT: 60, PWR: 70, RUN: 45 

Jimenez was the headliner in the trade the White Sox made with the cross-town rival Cubs that sent Jose Quintana 

to the north side. Jimenez was described to me by Cubs President Theo Epstein as a solid comparable to former 

major league outfielder Carlos Lee, who was a career .285 hitter and belted 358 home runs in a 14-year career. 

Jimenez has the ability to hit the ball from foul pole to foul pole and has the power to reach the upper decks. His 

best position is probably left field, but he does have the arm strength to play right. He should be ready to make his 

major league debut sometime in the first half of this season. 

7. Juan Soto, OF, Washington Nationals, Age: 19, HT: 6-1, WT: 185, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 50, FLD: 50, HIT: 60, PWR: 60, RUN: 50 

Soto is the most underrated prospect in baseball because of his bat. He has a smooth short swing from the left side 

with special bat speed coinciding with consistent loud sweet-spot contact. He tracks the ball well and has the ability 

to stay back on off-speed pitches. He shows raw power that will turn into game power once he fills out. He had an 

ankle injury that forced him to miss significant time last season, but he still profiles to be an everyday right fielder, 

who might someday battle for a batting and home run title. His bat potential is that good. 

8. Gleyber Torres, 2B, New York Yankees, Age: 21, HT: 6-1, WT: 170, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 55, HIT: 60, PWR: 55, RUN: 50 

Torres was the headliner in the Aroldis Chapman trade with the Cubs in July 2016. He’s capable of playing second, 

short or third but most likely profiles to the Yankees long-term solution at second base. He had Tommy John 

surgery to his non-throwing elbow and the Yankees are hopeful he’ll be healthy enough to make their team out of 

spring training. He is a plus defender with soft hands and an accurate arm. He’s only an average runner, but all of 

his other tools are above average. He has really quick hands and wrists at the plate and his power should come as he 

matures. 

9. Fernando Tatis Jr., SS, San Diego Padres, Age: 19, HT: 6-3, WT: 188, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 65, FLD: 55, HIT: 60, PWR: 60, RUN: 50 

GM A.J. Preller's best trade was dealing veteran starter James Shields to the Chicago White Sox for Tatis, straight-

up. Tatis can really hit with an electric bat and consistent backspin which elevates his power. He’s a solid defender 

at short with a rifle arm. Some scouts believe he may have to move to third base at some point, but it’s too early to 
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have that conversation. His bat and power will carry him all the way to Petco and probably future MLB All-Star 

games. 

10. Forrest Whitley, RHP, Houston Astros, Age: 20, HT: 6-7, WT: 197, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CB: 65, SLI: 60, CH: 55, CTL: 50, CMND: 50 

How good is Whitley? The Astros refused to include him in either the Justin Verlander or Gerrit Cole trades. He 

has four plus pitches, including a 97 mph fastball. He’s a strike thrower with pinpoint control when his delivery and 

release point are in sync. His 6-7 frame gives him incredible reach and downward plane, allowing the ball to get 

right on top of hitters with late life. He should develop into a Game 1-type starter by 2020. 

11. Alex Reyes, RHP, St. Louis Cardinals, Age: 23, HT: 6-3, WT: 170, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, CB: 60, CH: 60, CTL: 45, CMND: 45 

Reyes had Tommy John surgery last March and is expected back sometime in May. He profiles to develop into a 

top-of-rotation ace. He has a high 90s fastball to go along with a wipeout curveball and change-up. When the 

command and control arrive, it will be lights out. He also has special makeup and intelligence; he’s a sponge when 

it comes to learning. 

12. Scott Kingery, 2B, Philadelphia Phillies, Age: 23, HT: 5-10, WT: 180, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 50, FLD: 60, HIT: 55, PWR: 55, RUN: 65 

He reminds me a lot of a young Jose Altuve. His swing is short, compact and quick to the ball with surprising 

power because of his tremendous balance and backspin he gets when he puts the ball in the air. He has the potential 

of joining the 30 home run, 30 stolen base club, in time. He is presently blocked by another quality second 

baseman, Cesar Hernandez, at the major league level. However, Kingery’s game can be so explosive that it won’t 

surprise me if he wins a job in spring training or forces the Phillies to trade another infielder to make room for him 

by June. In fact, I’ll go as far to say I’d rather have him over any of the Phillies infielders long-term, that’s how 

much I love this player. 

13. Nick Senzel, 3B, Cincinnati Reds, Age: 22, HT: 6-1, WT: 200, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 55, HIT: 65, PWR: 55, RUN: 55 

Senzel is a pure hitter and his bat looks major league ready. He has average game power now but he’ll end up 

having 25 home run power when acclimated to the majors. He is blocked by Eugenio Suarez at third base, which is 

resulting in the Reds working with him at second, shortstop and even in the corner outfield positions this spring. He 

is a can’t-miss talent on both sides of the ball. 

14. Francisco Mejia, C, Cleveland Indians, Age: 22, HT: 5-10, WT: 182, B: B, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 70, FLD: 45, HIT: 65, PWR: 55, RUN: 40 

I love Mejia’s energy, enthusiasm and passion for the game. His throwing arm is strong and electric. The best part 

of his game is his bat; there is no doubt he is going to hit and hit with power. He has improved defensively behind 

the plate in blocking balls, framing and calling a game. However, playing behind elite defensive catchers like Yan 

Gomes and Robert Perez will prevent him from getting his chance to start the year behind the plate. The Indians 

have had him playing some third base to give them another option to get his bat in the lineup. 

15. Michael Kopech, RHP, Chicago White Sox, Age: 21, HT: 6-2, WT: 210, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 75, SLI: 55, CH: 50, CTL: 45, CMND: 40 

Kopech was the headliner in the trade that sent Chris Sale to the Boston Red Sox in December 2016. His 

overpowering 98-100 mph fastball with explosive run and life is devastating. Couple that with a hard slider, when 

it’s on, and hitters have no chance. However, for him to reach his potential, he’ll have to work on his delivery and a 

more consistent release point which, in turn, will improve his control and command, the only things holding him 

back. 
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16. Brent Honeywell, RHP, Tampa Bay Rays, Age: 22, HT: 6-2, WT: 184, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, SLI: 55, CB: 45, SC: 70, CH: 55, CTL: 60, CMND: 55 

Honeywell blew me away last year at the Future’s Game with his incredible screwball and 93-96 mph sinking 

fastball. He has five pitches and isn’t afraid to use any of them on any count. He’s also a strike thrower with above-

average command. He demonstrates great poise and competitiveness on the bump. My only question is why isn’t he 

already in the Rays rotation? 

17. Walker Buehler, RHP, Los Angeles Dodgers, Age: 23, HT: 6-2, WT: 178, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, CB: 60, SLI: 60, CH: 50, CTL: 55, CMND: 50 

Buehler’s fastball is consistently in the 95-100 mph range. He is a power pitcher with four distinct offerings and 

above-average command. He is intelligent and extremely competitive. However, he is still working himself back 

from Tommy John surgery and has not yet fully regained his feel for his slider and changeup. He profiles to be a 

No. 2 starter. He’ll start the year in the minor leagues, but he’s such a great talent, he’ll find his way to Chavez 

Revine sometime this summer. 

18. Brendan McKay, 1B/RHP, Tampa Bay Rays, Age: 22, HT: 6-2, WT: 215, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, CT: 55, CB: 60, CH: 50 | ARM: 60, FLD: 50, HIT: 60, PWR: 50, RUN: 40 

Shohei Ohtani isn’t the only two-way player that the baseball community is watching with great interest. As a 

pitcher, he has an above-average fastball that he cuts and changes eye levels with and his curveball is his best 

secondary offering. As a hitter, he has a smooth, mechanically-sound swing with enough launch angle to predict 

20-25 home run power. 

19. Kyle Wright, RHP, Atlanta Braves, Age: 22, HT: 6-4, WT: 200, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CB: 60, SLI: 55, CH: 55, CTL: 50, CMND: 50 

Wright is a complete pitcher with a four-pitch mix. His fastball is in the mid-90s and he has two above-average 

breaking balls; his curveball is his best secondary pitch, but his hard slider can also be used as a wipeout pitch. His 

change-up is impressive with fade and deception. He’s a can’t-miss, top-of-rotation type starter. 

20. Hunter Greene, RHP, Cincinnati Reds, Age: 18, HT: 6-4, WT: 200, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 75, SLI: 55, CH: 50, CTL: 55, CMND: 50 

Greene has an unlimited ceiling with a fastball in the 98-101 mph range and an impressively clean and easy 

delivery. He flashes an above-average slider but needs to work on its consistency. His changeup is also a work in 

progress. It’s the raw skills and athleticism that separates him. 

21. Mitch Keller, RHP, Pittsburgh Pirates, Age: 21, HT: 6-3, WT: 198, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CB: 55, CH 45, CTL: 60, CMND: 60 

The Pirates are hoping that Keller will eventually develop into a talent similar to Gerrit Cole, who they traded to the 

Houston Astros. Keller has a 94-96 mph fastball with sinking life that he can pinpoint on both sides of the plate. His 

curveball has more of an 11-5 break than a 12-6 break, but it’s a plus pitch at times. His changeup still needs work 

but it’s improving. The key to Keller is his command and control of all his pitches. 

 22. Bo Bichette, 2B, Toronto Blue Jays, Age: 19, HT: 6-0, WT: 201, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 45, HIT: 65, PWR: 60, RUN: 50 

Bo’s father, Dante, played for me when I was the GM of the Cincinnati Reds in 2000, and I remember Bo, who was 

only two-years-old at the time. Fast forward to this year’s Futures Game and it was the first time I’ve seen Bo since. 

It’s amazing how much he looks and walks like his dad. It’s also clear that he has a chance to be a 30 home run, 30 

stolen base type of player like his Dad. Bichette is now playing shortstop in the Blue Jays farm system, but there is 
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a possibility he’ll have to change position to either second or third base. However, there is no doubt that his bat 

projects to a middle-of-the-order impact, game-changing offensive player. 

23. Mackenzie Gore, LHP, San Diego Padres, Age: 18, HT: 6-3, WT: 180, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CB: 65, SLI: 55, CH: 55, CTL: 55, CMND: 50 

The Padres drafted Gore last year with the third overall pick in the first round out of Whiteville High School in 

North Carolina. His senior year statistics were ridiculous, which included an 11-0 record and a 0.19 ERA with an 

astounding 158 strikeouts in 74.1 innings. His debut in rookie ball was just as impressive; a 1.27 ERA in 7 starts. 

His mid-90s fastball is surrounded by three plus secondary offerings, including a plus-plus curveball. 

24. Royce Lewis, SS, Minnesota Twins, Age: 18, HT: 6-2, WT: 190, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 50, FLD: 50, HIT: 55, PWR: 50, RUN: 70 

Lewis is a pure athlete who’s best two tools are his speed and bat. He can flat-out fly and really knows how to work 

a count, draw walks and has consistent sweet-spot contact. He should be able to stay at shortstop because of his 

exceptional range, soft hands and quick release on his throws. He has a solid combination of baseball intelligence, 

poise and aggressiveness. 

25. Austin Hays, OF, Baltimore Orioles, AGE: 22, HT: 6-1, WT: 195, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 55, HIT: 55, PWR: 60, RUN: 50 

Hays blew through the Orioles farm system last year. He hit .328 with 16 home runs in Class A, then dominated 

Double A by batting .330 with 16 homers before bypassing Triple-A and heading right to the big leagues. He was 

given only 60 at-bats for the Orioles and struggled—just .217—but that was more about being rushed to the show 

after being drafted last year. Hays has good balance at the plate with a strong, explosive swing. He uses the whole 

field but his power is mostly to the pull-side. He hits high velocity on both sides of the plate and destroys mistake 

pitches over the plate. However, like most young hitters, he needs more reps on breaking balls and changeups. 

26. Estevan Florial, CF, New York Yankees, Age: 20, HT: 6-1, WT: 180, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 65, FLD: 65, HIT: 50, PWR: 55, RUN: 70 

The Yankees are high on Aaron Hicks and Clint Frazier as their next center fielders, but I believe that Estevan 

Florial will go right by both of them in time and become their long-term solution in center field. His left-handed 

swing with a slight uppercut profiles great for the confines of right field at Yankee Stadium, and he should end up 

with the power to hit 25 home runs. He also has the raw speed to steal between 25 to 30 bases. He has great range 

in center field and an arm match. He’s an exciting, underrated prospect. 

27. Luiz Gohara, LHP, Atlanta Braves, Age: 21, HT: 6-3, WT: 210, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, SLI: 60, CH: 40, CTL: 50, CMND: 45 

Gohara was traded by the Seattle Mariners to the Cincinnati Reds for shortstop Zack Cozart. However, the deal was 

nixed because of Gohara’s medicals. The Braves then acquired him in a trade that was centered around Mallex 

Smith. Atlanta had a different view on the medicals and now they’re benefiting. Gohara's fastball comes in at 96-99 

mph from the left side with a hard wipeout slider and an improving changeup. He has to improve his command and 

control, but when that happens, he’ll be pitching at or near the top of the Braves pitching staff. 

28. A. J. Puk, LHP, Oakland Athletics, Age: 22, HT: 6-7, WT: 220, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, SLI: 65, CB: 45, CH: 50, CMND: 45 

The former No. 1 pick has a mid-90s fastball—with potential to reach as high as 99 mph—and a nasty above-

average slider and a developing changeup. His delivery has improved immensely after he spent time working on it, 

which has resulted in a more consistent release point and better command and control. He’ll start the year in Triple 

A but when he figures out command in the zone watch out, he’ll be in the majors pitching every fifth day for 

Oakland. 
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29. Sixto Sanchez, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies, Age: 19, HT: 6-0, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 75, CB: 55, CH: 55, CTL: 60, CMND: 55 

Talk about arm speed out front and an electric arm—that’s Sanchez. That special arm results in a 98 mph fastball 

that has the life and command to match it. He also flashes an above-average curveball and changeup. For his six-

foot frame, he gets an above-average downward plane on his pitches. There is no limit to his potential and he’s one 

of those teenagers who could pitch himself to the major leagues years before the Phillies are expecting him. 

30. Mike Soroka, RHP, Atlanta Braves, Age: 20, HT: 6-5, WT: 225, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, SLI: 55, CH: 50, CTL: 60, CMND: 55 

Soroka really knows how to pitch. He has a 92-95 mph fastball with sink that makes him a ground ball machine. He 

also has an above-average slider and solid changeup. He knows how to add and subtract with all pitches and can 

change eye levels to throw batters off. He isn’t afraid to throw any of his pitches at any time. 

31. Kyle Tucker, OF, Houston Astros, Age: 21, HT: 6-4, WT: 195, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 45, HIT: 60, PWR: 60, RUN: 50 

Tucker has an awkward looking set-up to his batting approach, but he follows that up with tremendous hand-eye 

coordination and consistent loud sweet-spot contact. He has special bat speed and profiles to 25-30 home run 

power. He did struggle in the Arizona Fall League, but that shouldn’t be a concern. That said, his timetable might 

take longer than most Astros prospects. Tucker has been playing center field in the Astros' farm system, but will 

probably end up on one of the corners with right field being the probable landing spot because he has the plus arm 

to do it. 

32. J. P. Crawford, SS, Philadelphia Phillies, Age: 23, HT: 6-2, WT: 185, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 60, HIT: 50, PWR: 45, RUN: 50 

Crawford is a special defensive player with above-average range, hands and throwing arm. He’s a line-drive hitter 

who uses the whole field and it looks like his power is starting to come. Crawford gives professional at-bats and 

knows how to work a count and draw walks. He’s an average runner at best, but his instincts more than make up for 

it. How much he hits will determine if he’ll be able to develop into an All-Star-caliber player. 

33. Triston McKenzie, RHP, Cleveland Indians, Age: 20, HT: 6-5, WT: 165, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, CB: 60, CH: 55, CTL: 55, CMND: 55 

McKenzie has great extension out front with a reach that misses the bat, despite having only a low 90s fastball. He 

has a lot of room to fill out an impressive 6-5 frame and needs to add strength throughout his body. He has a tight 

spin on his above-average curveball with a deceptive dead fish change. He’s a high-risk, high-reward prospect for 

me. 

34. Wily Adames, SS, Tampa Bay Rays, Age: 22, HT: 6-0, WT: 200, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 60, FLD: 55, HIT: 55, PWR: 50, RUN: 50 

The Rays are hoping that Adames is ready to be their everyday shortstop in 2019. Adames hasn’t developed as 

quickly as the Rays would have liked, but he continues to make progress. I love his bat speed and line-drive 

stroke,  but the game power hasn’t matched his raw power yet. Adames has a quick first step but is just an average 

runner. His makeup and leadership skills will eventually be a difference maker. 

35. Justus Sheffield, LHP, New York Yankees, Age: 21, HT: 5-11, WT: 200, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, SLI: 60, CH: 55, CTL: 50, CMND: 50 

Sheffield was acquired along with Clint Frazier in the Andrew Miller trade in 2016. Although Frazier was 

considered the headliner at the time, most scouts think Sheffield will end up being the best player the Yankees got 

in that deal. Sheffield is already the Yankees top starting pitching prospect and could be ready for the big leagues 
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this summer. He has a frame similar to former major leaguer Mike Hampton and, like Hampton, gets good 

downward plane despite it. He has a mid-90s fastball with a late-breaking slider that flashes above average. His 

changeup is a solid offering but he needs to be more consistent with it. He profiles to be a middle-of-the-rotation 

pitcher. 

36. Leody Taveras, OF, Texas Rangers, Age: 19, HT: 6-1, WT: 170, B: B, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 65, HIT: 60, PWR: 50, RUN: 60 

Taveras is an athlete who has above-average tools across the board. He is a switch-hitter but has a much better 

swing from the left side. He has decent speed, capable of 25-30 steals. He tracks balls extremely well at the plate 

and knows how to work counts. He gets good reads, jumps and angles in the outfield and profiles to an above-

average center fielder. 

37. Jesus Luzardo, LHP, Oakland Athletics, Age: 20, HT: 6-1, WT: 205, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CH: 65, CB: 50, CTL: 70, CMND: 60 

The Athletics acquired Luzardo in the trade last July that sent Sean Doolittle and Ryan Madson to the Washington 

Nationals. The A’s wouldn’t make the deal without Luzardo and that was a smart play considering his high ceiling. 

Luzardo is a southpaw with a mid-90s fastball, an above-average changeup and a developing curveball. This past 

season he punched out 48 hitters in 43.1 innings pitched with an impressive 0.92 WHIP at three minor league stops. 

38. Anthony Alford, OF, Toronto Blue Jays, Age: 23, HT: 6-1, WT: 215, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 40, FLD: 65, HIT: 55, PWR: 50, RUN: 65 

Alford is the future lead-off hitter for the Blue Jays—he has a career minor league on-base percentage of .375. He 

also has 75 stolen bases in 91 attempts. He’s a well-above-average defensive center fielder with a well-below-

average arm. He’s a great athlete and a hard worker and if all goes as planned, he should be ready for a September 

call-up this year. 

39. Luis Robert, OF, Chicago White Sox, Age: 20, HT: 6-3, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 55, HIT: 50, PWR: 55, RUN 70 

I expect Robert to fly up this prospect list by the summer, as he has special athleticism that includes game-changing 

speed. He has tremendous bat speed with quick twitch muscles. He demonstrates raw power in batting practice, 

which eventually should show up in games as he matures and gains strength. He has a high ceiling with the 

expectations to match. 

40. Alex Verdugo, OF, Los Angeles Dodgers, Age: 21, HT: 6-0, WT: 205, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 65, FLD: 55, HIT: 55, PWR: 50, RUN: 50 

Verdugo is a gifted hand-eye athlete. He can really conduct an at-bat. He’s very calm and can hit deep in the count. 

Verdugo is advanced at the plate with hitter’s rhythm and feel to handle various pitches and locations. He’s also a 

really good defender with a plus-plus arm that is a real weapon. 

41. Franklin Perez, RHP, Detroit Tigers, Age: 20, HT: 6-2, WT: 200, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 60, CB: 60, SLI: 50, CH: 50, CTL: 55, CMND: 50 

There is no doubt that Perez is the best prospect in the Tigers' farm system and was the headliner in the August 

blockbuster trade that sent Justin Verlander to the Houston Astros. Perez has a clean delivery and an above-average 

feel on the bump. He has a mid-90s fastball, an above-average curveball, an average changeup and a developing 

slider. 

42. Jack Flaherty, RHP, St. Louis Cardinals, Age: 22, HT: 6-3, WT: 205, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 55, SLI: 55, CB: 50, CH: 55, CTL: 55, CMND: 60 
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Flaherty has a 92-95 mph fastball to go along with an above-average slider and a plus changeup. He also has a 

“show me” type curveball. His command in the strike zone and ability to pitch are both above average. He knows 

how to add and subtract on his pitches as well as change eye levels.  He should be a solid mid-rotation starter for 

the Cardinals. 

43. Cal Quantrill, RHP, San Diego Padres, Age: 22, HT: 6-2, WT: 170, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 65, CH: 70, SLI: 50, CB: 50, CTL: 45, CMND: 45 

Quantrill was a former No. 1 pick out of Stanford in June 2016. He has a mid-90s fastball and one of the best 

changeups in minor league baseball. His slider is inconsistent but shows signs of also being a plus pitch. He’s also 

developing a slow curveball. Quantrill can fill up the strike zone with his repertoire and his command will separate 

him. He should start the year in Triple A, but if his breaking pitches improve, he’ll find himself at Petco Park 

sooner rather than later. 

44. Lewis Brinson, OF, Miami Marlins, Age: 23, HT: 6-3, WT: 195, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 55, HIT: 45, PWR: 55, RUN: 60 

I’m not as high on Brinson as many others because I’ve just never seen the bat tool that others have. However, I do 

like his athleticism and I certainly see his potential of hitting 20 home runs and stealing 20 bases. Defensively, I’ve 

seen him take bad jumps and curious angles, but have also seen him cover a lot of ground. However, for me, he’ll 

have to move to right field. He has an impressive arm that is suited for right field. The Marlins think he has a 

chance to be a superstar, which is why he was the headliner in the Christian Yelich trade with the Brewers. 

Hopefully, they’re right. 

45. Michael Baez, RHP, San Diego Padres, Age: 22, HT: 6-8, WT: 220, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: FB: 70, SLI: 55, CH: 55, CB: 45, CTL: 50, CMND: 45 

Baez is another reason there is so much optimism with the Padres rebuilding program. He has a high 90s fastball 

with a wipeout slider, deceptive changeup and even flashes an average curveball. He has shown excellent control 

for his 6-8 frame, but needs to work on his command in the strike zone. He has a long stride and his tremendous 

reach is really difficult on right-handed hitters. His 0.84 WHIP speaks for itself. 

46. Taylor Trammell, OF, Cincinnati Reds, Age: 20, HT: 6-2, WT: 200, B: L, T: L 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 45, FLD: 55, HIT: 55, PWR: 50, RUN: 70 

Trammell is a superb athlete. He can fly, stealing 41 bases last year for Dayton in the Midwest League. I think he 

has the power to hit 20 home runs. His only below-average tool is his arm. He’s a great competitor with strong 

leadership qualities. 

47. Willie Calhoun, OF, Texas Rangers, Age: 23, HT: 5-8, WT: 190, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 45, FLD 40, HIT: 60, PWR: 60, RUN: 40 

Calhoun was acquired in the Yu Darvish deal with the Los Angeles Dodgers in July. He was primarily a second 

baseman in the Dodgers organization, but the Rangers are planning for him to be their everyday left fielder. He’s a 

below-average defender wherever you put him. He also lacks speed and throws below average, too. However, he 

can really hit, with surprising 25-30 home run power. His bat is short and quick to the ball with loud sweet-spot 

contact and above average backspin. 

48. Luis Urias, SS, San Diego Padres, Age: 20, HT: 5-9, WT: 160, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 60, HIT: 60, PWR: 35, RUN: 50 

Arias has an advanced approach at the plate with a special eye that forces pitchers to keep the ball in the strike 

zone. He is mechanically sound at the plate, short and quick to the ball. He has excellent ability to track balls and 

stays back well on secondary pitches. He has better raw power than game power, but both are best suited for the 
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gaps. He is solid at shortstop because he gets a good first step and has a strong arm. However, second base will be 

his best position because of his lack of range. He can hit, defend and is a winning player. 

49. Heliot Ramos, OF, San Francisco Giants, Age: 18, HT: 6-2, WT: 185, B: R, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 55, HIT: 55, PWR: 55, RUN: 60 

The Pirates tried to pry Ramos from the Giants in the Andrew McCutchen deal, but the Giants told them no chance. 

Ramos can hit, with special bat speed and power to all fields. He also is an above-average runner with a gun for an 

arm. He’s your typical five-tool player with the most important question being how he’ll handle above-average 

breaking balls as he moves up the ladder? 

50. Ryan McMahon, 1B/2B, Colorado Rockies, Age: 23, HT: 6-2, WT: 190, B: L, T: R 

Scouting Grades: ARM: 55, FLD: 50, HIT: 55, PWR: 55, RUN: 40 

The Rockies have been searching for a first baseman outside the organization, but they may have their answer in 

McMahon. He continues to improve all aspects of his game and the results last year were outstanding, as he 

finished slashing a combined .355/.403/.583 at both Double A and Triple A with 20 home runs, 88 runs batted in 

and 11 stolen bases in 14 attempts. He has great makeup and can play first, second or third base, as well as the 

outfield. All he needs is a chance. 

 


