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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Albert Pujols’ has 3 hits to lead Angels to victory over Mariners 

By Jeff Fletcher 

THE GAME: The Angels began their final week of spring training in Arizona with an 8-4 victory over the 

Seattle Mariners on Monday night in Tempe. 

PITCHING REPORT: Right-hander Osmer Morales got the start, with Tyler Skaggs having taken his turn 

earlier in the day in an intrasquad game. Morales allowed one hit in 3-1/3 scoreless innings. He struck 

out five. The Angels currently view Morales primarily as starting pitching depth, Manager Mike Scioscia 

said. Eventually Morales could work his way into a big league bullpen role. … Right-handers Cam 

Bedrosian and Blake Parker each gave up solo homers in their inning of work. … Right-hander Felix Peña 

pitched 1-1/3 innings, allowing a homer to Dan Vogelbach. He also struck out three more, giving him 15 

strikeouts in nine innings this spring, which would appear to make him a favorite to win a spot on the 

opening day roster. … Right-hander Justin Anderson is not among the Angels’ top prospects, but he 

came up from minor league camp to pitch his fifth game of the spring. He has not allowed a run yet. 

HITTING REPORT: Albert Pujols had three singles, including poking an opposite-field hit at the end of a 

10-pitch at-bat in the fourth inning. Pujols spent Sunday getting extra at-bats in a minor league game. 

He had four hits, including a homer in the minor league game. … Andrelton Simmons also had three hits. 

He is 6 for 16 since returning from a shoulder injury that cost him a week. … The Angels scored seven 

runs in the fifth, all charged to pitchers who will not start the season in the majors. 

DEFENSE REPORT: Right fielder Kole Calhoun threw out a runner at the plate with a one-hop throw. … 

Simmons, the shortstop, raced far into the outfield to make a catch of a popup. 

UP NEXT: Angels (Parker Bridwell) vs. Diamondbacks (Robbie Ray), Tuesday, 1 p.m., Tempe Diablo 

Stadium, Fox Sports West/KLAA (AM 830). 

 

Angels’ Andrew Heaney shut down with elbow inflammation 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The moving boxes in the Angels’ clubhouse on Monday were proof that spring training is 

nearly over. 

The Angels nearly made it to the end without an injury to one of their key pitchers. 

Andrew Heaney has been shut down with what the team described on Monday as inflammation of his 

left elbow, the result of discomfort he felt in the days following his outing last Thursday. 
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Heaney underwent an MRI on Sunday and was examined in Southern California on Monday. The tests 

and the exam showed no evidence of structural damage, so for now the Angels are cautiously optimistic 

that this won’t be serious. 

General Manager Billy Eppler wouldn’t even concede that Heaney will have to start the season on the 

disabled list, even though opening day is next Thursday. 

“There’s no timetable,” Eppler said. “As soon as the inflammation subsides – he’s been on anti-

inflammatories for a few days – when all the measurements we take point us that he’s good to go, he’s 

good to go.” 

Manager Mike Scioscia said he hoped this would be just a “bump in the road” for Heaney. 

Heaney, 26, last year returned from Tommy John surgery in August, earlier than the team had projected. 

He struggled in five starts and then was shut down with elbow discomfort in September. The Angels 

pronounced Heaney well enough to pitch in the final week of the season, but then the Angels got 

eliminated from postseason contention so he didn’t pitch. 

This spring, he had started with a couple impressive outings, as he said that he was finally focusing on 

pitching and not his health. After his last outing, though, he felt something that required further tests. 

If Heaney is out for any of the regular season, that would seem to open the door for Nick Tropeano to 

break camp in the Angels’ rotation. Tropeano, who completed his rehab from Tommy John surgery last 

October, just pitched the Angels’ best game of the spring on Sunday. He shut out the Texas Rangers for 

5-1/3 innings, striking out nine. 

“Coming into spring we felt we had depth,” Scioscia said. “There are still things this week we are going 

to work through and evaluate. It was good to see Nick throw the ball really well yesterday. That’s for 

sure.” 

Shohei Ohtani looks for his timing in Angels intrasquad game 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Shohei Ohtani took another “half step forward” in his development toward becoming a 

major league hitter on Monday, according to Manager Mike Scioscia. 

Ohtani came to bat nine times in an intrasquad game on Monday morning. The Angels opted for that 

kind of workout to accelerate his adjustment to major league pitching more than batting three or four 

times in a big league exhibition game. 

Ohtani faced Angels relievers Jim Johnson and Blake Wood and starter Tyler Skaggs, as well as one at-

bat against minor league right-hander Sean Isaac. Ohtani had a walk and a single against the major 

leaguers, with two strikeouts. He doubled against Isaac. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2017/08/17/after-a-grueling-413-days-angels-pitcher-andrew-heaney-is-ready-to-return/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/18/nick-tropeano-dominates-in-angels-victory-over-rangers-but-shohei-ohtani-goes-hitless/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/18/nick-tropeano-dominates-in-angels-victory-over-rangers-but-shohei-ohtani-goes-hitless/
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Ohtani is 2 for 24 in major league exhibition games, leading some to wonder if he’s ready to hit in the 

majors. The Angels have expressed continued confidence that he’ll make the necessary adjustments. 

“Shohei had some really good swings,” Scioscia said. “There were pitches he fouled off. He saw the ball 

well. He hit a couple balls hard. He drew a walk. I think he felt good seeing the ball.” 

Ohtani had a single against Skaggs on a curveball, which is a sign of progress. He had shown particular 

trouble with lefties and breaking balls this spring. He struck out three times against Skaggs in an 

intrasquad game last week. 

Scioscia said Ohtani will play in the big league exhibition against the Arizona Diamondbacks on Tuesday. 

The Diamondbacks are scheduled to start Robby Ray, who was one of the best left-handed starters in 

the majors last year. Although the Angels say they don’t expect Ohtani to have any more trouble against 

lefties than righties, he is no doubt facing an unusually high percentage of tough lefties so far. All four of 

his at-bats on Sunday were against lefties, including one against sidearming specialist Alex Claudio. 

His next start on the mound is scheduled for Saturday. The Angels haven’t said if it will be in a major 

league game or a minor league game. 

ALSO 

Skaggs threw 88 pitches and got up for six innings, a performance that seemed to satisfy him and 

Scioscia. Skaggs last two starts have been in intrasquad games, but his next one will be in a big league 

exhibition, either Saturday or Sunday, he said. … 

While some of the Angels relievers have had some tough outings in spring training, General Manager 

Billy Eppler said he’s not concerned. Asked specifically about Blake Parker, who had allowed 11 runs in 

5-2/3 innings, Eppler said he will fine. “I’ve seen him throw some pretty good splits,” Eppler said. “The 

velocity is there, so we just roll with that and what he did last year, and also the integrity of the stuff. 

Nothing there is sounding an alarm in my head yet.” 

While some of the Angels relievers have had some tough outings in spring training, General Manager 

Billy Eppler said he’s not concerned. Asked specifically about Blake Parker, who had allowed 11 runs in 

5-2/3 innings, Eppler said he will fine. “I’ve seen him throw some pretty good splits,” Eppler said. “The 

velocity is there, so we just roll with that and what he did last year, and also the integrity of the stuff. 

Nothing there is sounding an alarm in my head yet.” 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Three hits apiece for Pujols and Simmons in Angels’ 8-4 victory over the 

Mariners 

By Jeff Miller 
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Angels 8, Mariners 4 

AT THE PLATE: Albert Pujols and Andrelton Simmons each had three hits and drove in a run. Mike Trout 

had two hits and scored twice. Zack Cozart had a two-run single as the Angels broke the game open by 

scoring seven runs in the fifth inning. Justin Upton doubled in Trout for the game's first run. Martin 

Maldonado had an RBI single, going to right field to drive home Luis Valbuena, who had reached on an 

error. Ian Kinsler had a sacrifice fly. Kole Calhoun singled home a run and hustled to second on a throw 

to third. 

ON THE MOUND: Minor leaguer Osmer Morales, 25, started and pitched 3 1/3 scoreless innings. The 

right-hander gave up one hit and struck out five. He spent time last season at double-A Mobile and 

triple-A Salt Lake. Felix Pena, battling for a final bullpen spot, gave up a home run to Daniel Vogelbach in 

1 2/3 innings. Cam Bedrosian gave up a home run in his one inning. Blake Parker's rough spring 

continued when he permitted a homer and a single in one inning. 

EXTRA BASES: Tyler Skaggs pitched the equivalent of six innings in an intrasquad game. It marked his 

second consecutive start in a scrimmage against teammates. "I went in there trying to take it as game-

like as possible," he said. Skaggs' next start should come against a genuine opponent. … Matt 

Shoemaker will start Tuesday in a minor league game, while Parker Bridwell starts in the Angels' Cactus 

League game. 

UP NEXT: Angels vs. Arizona at 1:10 p.m. Tuesday at Tempe Diablo Stadium. TV: Fox Sports West; Radio: 

830. 

 

Angels’ Andrew Heaney scratched from next start due to troublesome elbow 

By Jeff Miller 

The Angels' largely healthy spring took a turn Monday when left-hander Andrew Heaney was ruled out 

of making his next start because of elbow inflammation. 

An MRI revealed no ligament damage. Heaney had the ligament replaced surgically on July 1, 2016. 

"I liked what the doctors had to tell me," general manager Billy Eppler said. 

Heaney will be sidelined until the swelling subsides. Though the Angels could provide no timetable for 

his return, this late in spring training his availability for the start of the season is in question. 

Planning to open with a six-man rotation, the team likely will turn to Nick Tropeano, with Parker Bridwell 

also an option. 
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Tropeano on Sunday had the best start by an Angels pitcher this spring. He struck out nine Texas 

Rangers in 5 1/3 scoreless innings. 

"Nick was great," Eppler said. "That was a display of very high pitching IQ." 

Because of his previous elbow injury, Heaney made only six starts over the past two seasons. He has 

started four games this spring, striking out 14 over 11 2/3 innings. 

The latest issue surfaced last week after Heaney's most recent appearance. Eppler said the left-hander 

reported more soreness than usual. Heaney returned to Los Angeles for tests Sunday, with doctors 

diagnosing the inflammation Monday. 

"Anytime a pitcher has a little bump in the road there's some concern," manager Mike Scioscia said. "I 

think that everything that was evaluated says just that. This is a bump in the road. We'll get him out on 

the mound as soon as possible." 

Ohtani gets extra at-bats 

Shohei Ohtani had a double and a single in nine plate appearances Monday during an intrasquad game. 

The single came on a 1-2 curveball from Tyler Skaggs, notable in that Ohtani has struggled with breaking 

pitches and left-handers this spring. 

Ohtani originally was going to play in the Angels' Cactus League game Monday night against Seattle 

before the team altered his schedule. 

"He just needs at-bats," Scioscia said. "He just needs to go see pitches." 

Ohtani is scheduled to be the designated hitter at 1:10 p.m. Tuesday when the Angels play Arizona at 

Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

Along with his two hits, he also walked against Skaggs and struck out once apiece facing relievers Jim 

Johnson and Blake Wood. His double came off Sean Isaac, a minor leaguer. 

"I think he saw the ball well," Scioscia said. "He hit a couple balls hard. I think he felt good seeing the 

ball. We feel that today was a half-step forward for him." 

Already a strong point, Angels defense should be even better this season 

By Mike Digiovanna 

It was part reaction, part self-defense and pure Gold Glove goodness. 
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New Angels second baseman Ian Kinsler did not see the one-hop smash that rifled off the bat of 

Colorado's David Dahl to lead off the second inning Thursday until the ball was about 10 feet in front of 

him. 

Kinsler lunged to his right, knocked the ball down with a backhand stab and fell to ground, the ball 

squirting behind him. Kinsler calmly reached back, grabbed the ball and, from his knees, looped a throw 

to first base in time to catch Dahl. 

"Six years ago, it would have been panic city and that ball would have been in right field," said Kinsler, a 

12-year veteran. "But I knocked it down, had plenty of time, knew quickly where I was, the speed of the 

runner. The faster you can calculate all of that, the more calm you become." 

After a Chris Iannetta single, shortstop Andrelton Simmons fielded Daniel Castro's hard grounder and 

flipped to Kinsler to start an inning-ending double play. The next inning ended with Kinsler fielding 

Carlos Gonzalez's grounder with runners on first and third and tossing to Simmons to start a double play. 

One tough but seemingly routine play by Kinsler to thwart a potential rally. Two double plays turned by 

two seasoned, sure-handed, strong-armed middle infielders with excellent range and instincts, one to 

get a pitcher out of a jam. 

It was all in two innings of work for an Angels defense that was one of baseball's best last season and 

could be even better in 2018. 

"I see the potential to be very, very special defensively," general manager Billy Eppler said. "The outfield 

is strong, the infield is strong, the catching is strong. There's impact in every one of those different 

positions." 

Eppler said he didn't put any extra emphasis on defense when constructing this team. Defense is just 

one of three components he uses to evaluate a player's potential production; hitting and what a player 

does on the bases are the others. 

"When you add all those characteristics into the equation," Eppler said, "you get a value of the player 

and the total impact of the player." 

The team's primary two offseason acquisitions were Kinsler in a trade with Detroit and third baseman 

Zack Cozart through free agency. Kinsler is expected to provide high on-base percentage from the 

leadoff spot and be a pest on the bases. Cozart is expected to add middle-of-the-order pop. 

Both happen to be stout defenders who should shore up what have been trouble spots over the last two 

or three years. 

According to Fangraphs, Kinsler, a Gold Glove winner in 2016, ranked second among big league second 

basemen last season in overall defense, defensive runs saved and ultimate zone rating, which quantifies 

how many runs a player saved or gave up through his fielding prowess or lack thereof. 



March 20, 2018  Page 9 of 40 
 

Cozart, the former Cincinnati Reds infielder, rated ninth overall among shortstops, and the Angels are 

confident he will make a smooth transition to third base. 

They join an infield that includes Simmons, a three-time Gold Glove winner and one of baseball's best 

defenders at any position, and catcher Martin Maldonado, who won a Gold Glove in his first season as a 

full-time starter in 2017. 

First baseman Albert Pujols, a two-time Gold Glove winner with St. Louis, was relegated by injuries to 

designated hitter for most of the last two years, but he is expected to play the field, and provide solid 

defense, much more this season. 

"I don't see a lot of hits being given through the infield," said Simmons, whose 32 defensive runs saved 

in 2017 were 21 more than the second-rated shortstop, Colorado's Trevor Story. "We have guys with 

experience who can play defense really well." 

Maldonado earned rave reviews for his game calling last season, and he is one of baseball's best pitch 

framers. He ranked first among catchers with 22 defensive runs saved, third in overall defense, and 

threw out 29 of 75 baserunners for a 38.7% caught-stealing rate, fourth-best in the game. 

Maldonado showed his athleticism and arm strength Thursday when, from one knee, he threw a bullet 

to third base to nail Mike Tauchman attempting to steal. 

"I know Pudge Rodriguez had a cannon arm," third base coach Dino Ebel said, "but this guy, with his 

accuracy and the power arm he brings, it will stop running games." 

Ebel believes the team's three outfielders will also slow runners trying to go first to third with their 

strong arms and aggressive charging of hits. 

Kole Calhoun, a Gold Glove winner in 2015, ranked fourth in overall defense among right fielders last 

season and third in ARM, the amount of runs above average an outfielder saves with their arm by 

preventing runners from advancing. 

Justin Upton ranked sixth in overall defense and seventh in ARM among left fielders, and Mike Trout 

ranked 14th in overall defense and ninth in ARM among center fielders. 

"We take pride in our defense," Trout said. "We want to catch everything, rob everything and throw 

everyone out. That's our mindset out there." 

Surprisingly, the Angels outfielder with the worst defensive rankings is the one known for spectacular 

home run-robbing catches and long sprints to chase down balls in the gaps. Trout's arm has improved in 

recent years, but he had negative numbers in defensive runs saved (minus-six) and UZR (minus-4.5). 

It should be noted that Trout plays a position manned by some of the best defenders in baseball, 

including Byron Buxton, Billy Hamilton, Kevin Pillar and Jackie Bradley Jr. 
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"Mike is a great center fielder," manager Mike Scioscia said. "You can have 30 of the best golfers in the 

world. One of them is No. 30, one is No. 1, and one is No. 15. They're all great golfers. 

"Mike has been working very hard with Dino, who is really happy with Mike's first step and his reach to 

the ball. It's going to show up. This guy is a terrific defensive center fielder, and he wants to improve." 

The Angels ranked second behind the Boston Red Sox in overall team defense last season. If they are as 

good or better this season, it will ease the pressure on a pitching staff that does not have an abundance 

of power arms. The Angels ranked 15th among 30 teams with 1,312 strikeouts in 2017. 

"If you take away some hits and don't give away hits, then guys won't have to throw those extra 10 

pitches and sometimes more to get out of an inning," Simmons said. "That goes a long way. 

"If you're giving away hits by not playing defense, guys are gonna have to make more pitches with more 

runners on base and fewer outs. Eventually, over the course of the season, if you're not playing good 

defense, it's gonna cost you." 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Heaney to rest inflamed elbow, miss start 

No ligament damage, but lefty could begin season on disabled list 

By Maria Guardado 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- The Angels have been dealt their first pitching injury of the spring, as the club announced 

Monday that Andrew Heaney will miss his next scheduled start because of left elbow inflammation. An 

MRI exam showed no ligament damage for Heaney, who will be shut down from throwing until the 

inflammation subsides, but the setback puts his availability for Opening Day in jeopardy. 

"We're not at that point to make that determination yet," general manager Billy Eppler said. "But we are 

close to the end of Spring Training." 

Heaney, who underwent Tommy John surgery in July 2016, reported some elbow discomfort Friday, the 

day after surrendering six runs (five earned) over 3 1/3 innings to the Rockies in his fourth Cactus League 

outing. He received an MRI on Sunday before flying to Los Angeles to be evaluated by a team doctor 

Monday. Eppler said he was encouraged by what he heard from the doctors, though he wouldn't put a 

timetable on when Heaney might resume throwing. 

"I think everything that was evaluated says this is just a bump in the road," manager Mike Scioscia said. 

"We'll get him out on the mound as soon as it's possible." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
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Heaney had been penciled in to be a part of the Angels' projected six-man rotation, but only 10 days 

remain until the club's season opener against the A's on March 29. If Heaney is forced to open the 

season on the disabled list, it could create an opening for Nick Tropeano to make the team. Tropeano, 

who missed the entire 2017 season while rehabbing from Tommy John surgery, looked dominant 

against the Rangers on Sunday, striking out nine over 5 1/3 scoreless innings. 

"Nick was great," Eppler said. "That was a display of very high pitching IQ." 

The Angels' starting rotation has been decimated by injuries over the last two years, with Heaney, 

Tropeano, Garrett Richards, Tyler Skaggs, Matt Shoemaker and JC Ramirez all spending significant 

chunks of last season on the disabled list. While the Angels made several improvements to their offense 

over the offseason, the only notable addition to their pitching staff was Shohei Ohtani, as the club had 

been counting on better health from its starters to boost the rotation. 

Unlike the last two years, the Angels should have enough depth to absorb Heaney's injury, as 

Tropeano, Parker Bridwell, John Lamb and Jaime Barria are also potential starting options. Alex 

Cobb remains available on the free-agent market, but Eppler said he is satisfied with the Angels' internal 

depth for now. 

Heaney, 26, posted a 7.06 ERA over five starts for the Angels after returning from Tommy John surgery 

in 2017, though he missed the final three weeks of the season due to a shoulder issue. 

"He seemed to be in pretty good spirits when I called him and talked to him in the airport when he was 

on his way back to here," Eppler said. "I liked what the doctors had to tell me yesterday and today. I'm 

just mindful and aware." 

 

Skaggs feeling confident heading into season 

Pujols collects three hits vs. Mariners; Ohtani logs at-bats in intrasquad game 

By Maria Guardado 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- After seeing his career stalled by injuries over the last few years, Angels left-hander Tyler 

Skaggs is finally ready to put it all together. 

A former first-round Draft pick, Skaggs was 21 years old when he broke into the Majors with the D-backs 

in 2012, but his ascent was disrupted by the 2014 Tommy John surgery that cost him nearly two years 

and other subsequent maladies, including an oblique issue that sidelined him for three months in 2017. 

Skaggs has been limited to 26 starts since 2015, but the 26-year-old is feeling healthy and ready to 

capitalize on the promise he's flashed intermittently over the last six years. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543424/john-lamb
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/502171/alex-cobb
http://m.mlb.com/player/502171/alex-cobb
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
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"I think it's all up to me," Skaggs said Monday. "Physically, I've been there. I just think mentally, I wasn't 

mature or ready enough for it yet. Now that I've had so much time off and so much time to look and 

decide what I want to do on the mound, I think it's all coming together at the right time." 

Before the Angels' 8-4 win over the Mariners on Monday night, Skaggs threw 95 pitches over six innings 

in an intrasquad game at Tempe Diablo Stadium. It marked Skaggs' second consecutive start in a team 

scrimmage, as the club wanted to ensure he reached the pitch count he needed to be ready for the start 

of the season. 

"I think mentally, you've got to keep taking reps," Skaggs said. "At the same time, it's tough facing the 

same four or five guys each inning. My next start will be against a real team, so I'm excited about it." 

The Angels have not yet announced their rotation order to start the season, but Skaggs appears to be 

lined up to start the second game of the year against the A's in Oakland, a nod to the type of ceiling the 

club envisions for him. 

"I feel strong," Skaggs said. "I feel confident going into the season." 

Camp battle 

Felix Pena, who is vying for a bullpen spot with the Angels, gave up one run on four hits, including a solo 

home run to Daniel Vogelbach, while walking one and striking out three over 1 2/3 innings against the 

Mariners. The 28-year-old right-hander now has a 4.00 ERA this spring, with 15 strikeouts and four walks 

over nine innings. 

"Felix has a big arm," manager Mike Scioscia said. "He's really got a good changeup and breaking ball. 

Once he got settled and started using them, you could see the pitches were working." 

Blake Parker's spring woes continued, as he surrendered a solo home run to Kirk Nieuwenhuis in the 

seventh, bringing his ERA to 16.20 over 6 2/3 innings. Before the game, general manager Billy Eppler had 

said he wasn't concerned by Parker's results in Cactus League play. 

"I've seen him throw some pretty good splits, and the velocity is there," Eppler said. "Just roll with that, 

what he did last year, but also the integrity of his stuff. Nothing there is sounding an alarm in my head 

yet." 

Good night for Pujols 

One day after picking up extra at-bats in a Minor League game, Albert Pujols went 3-for-3 with an RBI. 

Entering Monday, Pujols had been 7-for-33 (.212) in 13 Cactus League games. 

"We saw it yesterday in the video, and he carried it over today," Scioscia said. "I think he's comfortable 

in the box. You just know with Albert, it's just a matter of time. The reps he got helped him a lot." 

https://www.mlb.com/gameday/534161/final/box
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/596129/daniel-vogelbach
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/543590/kirk-nieuwenhuis
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols


March 20, 2018  Page 13 of 40 
 

Clutch hitting 

The Angels' offense went 7-for-10 with runners in scoring position Monday and scored seven runs in the 

bottom of the fifth against the Mariners. 

The Ohtani brief 

Shohei Ohtani logged nine plate appearances during the intrasquad game Monday, going 2-for-8 with a 

walk and two strikeouts. Ohtani faced Angels relievers Jim Johnson and Blake Wood, Skaggs and Minor 

League pitcher Sean Isaac, collecting a single up the middle off Skaggs and a double off Isaac. 

"Shohei had some really good swings that indicated good timing, but there were pitches that he fouled 

off," Scioscia said. "I think he saw the ball well. Hit a couple balls hard. Drew a walk. I think he felt good 

seeing the ball. Today was a half-step forward for him." 

Ohtani, who is 2-for-24 as a left-handed hitter in Cactus League action, is scheduled to be in the lineup 

for Tuesday's game against the D-backs in Tempe. 

Up next 

Parker Bridwell will make his sixth Cactus League outing Tuesday as the Angels host the D-backs at 

Tempe Diablo Stadium. First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. PT, and the game can be viewed on 

MLB.TV. 

 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

Decision day: Tough calls for all 30 clubs 

By Richard Justice 

Deeper bullpen or a shorter bench? Fingers crossed that those nagging injuries heal. Long-shot kids 

versus longer-shot veterans. What we've discussed for months against what we've seen for five weeks. 

This is the week 30 Major League teams prepare to apply the finishing touches to their Opening Day 

rosters, which means hours in meeting rooms and in chats around batting cages, on car rides, etc. 

At the end of Spring Training last year, a Major League pitching coach texted this: "I finally got to call a 

kid in and tell him he'd made the team." He was thrilled to be able to do this after a morning of telling 

players they hadn't made the club. 
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Some were veterans, some kids, and this guy was exhausted by the process because he understood how 

much work every one of those players had put into making the team. He had been invested in their 

quest as well. 

So here we are again, about to begin one of the most tension-filled weeks of a baseball season as 

decisions are made on positions, lineups, playing time, etc., as Opening Day approaches. 

Let's run down all 30 teams and check in on some of the important calls they're making: 

AMERICAN LEAGUE EAST 

Blue Jays 

Fingers crossed for right-hander Aaron Sanchez to finish off a healthy and productive spring after a 

season in which blisters limited him to 10 appearances. He's two years removed from leading the AL 

with a 3.00 ERA, and if he's good to go, Toronto could have one of the AL's top five rotations. 

Orioles 

Four Rule 5 Draft picks could make the Opening Day roster as the O's attempt to fill in around the edges 

for another run at a postseason berth as shortstop Manny Machado approaches free agency. They're big 

underdogs in the AL East, but that was the case in 2016 when they surprised almost everyone by 

winning 89 games and claiming the second AL Wild Card. 

Rays 

Tampa Bay is sticking with its plan to use a four-man rotation with a group of relievers getting the ball 

every fifth day. With new players sprinkled up and down the roster, the Rays may be the team about 

which we know the least. Despite trading away Evan Longoria, Jake Odorizzi, Corey 

Dickerson and Steven Souza Jr., general manager Eric Neander says he believes his club can contend in 

2018. 

Red Sox  

Brian Johnson appears to have won one of the two rotation spots behind Chris Sale, David Priceand Rick 

Porcello. As for the other, Drew Pomeranz (left forearm) probably will open the season on the disabled 

list, leaving Hector Velazquez, Eduardo Rodriguez and Steven Wright vying for a berth. 

Yankees 

How do you line 'em up? Aaron Judge appears locked into the No. 2 spot in the batting order while 

Stanton will hit either third or fourth. Manager Aaron Boone also has to figure out how to divide their 

playing time between right field, designated hitter and a sprinkle of left field. 

AL CENTRAL 

Indians 

The Tribe is taking a go-slow approach with left fielder Michael Brantley as he recovers from right ankle 

surgery. Manager Terry Francona hasn't ruled him out for Opening Day, but also calls it an "artificial 
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deadline." Brantley played just 90 games last season, but when he did, he was as good as he's ever been, 

with an .801 OPS and a second All-Star appearance. 

Royals 

Can Kansas City still find roster space for its Rule 5 Draft acquisitions -- right-handers Bad Keller 

and Burch Smith -- after the arrival of Justin Grimm from the Cubs? The Royals like Keller and Smith, but 

seem unlikely to find room for both. 

Tigers 

Detroit is still sorting out the back end of its rotation; Jordan Zimmermann, Michael 

Fulmer and Francisco Liriano have locked up the first three spots. Matthew Boyd and Daniel Norris could 

be competing for one spot, but would both make it if manager Ron Gardenhire starts Mike Fiers in the 

bullpen after a tough spring. 

Twins  

Jorge Polanco's 80-game PED suspension leaves Minnesota sorting through its options at 

shortstop. Eduardo Escobar, Ehire Adrianza and Erick Aybar are the most logical options. No. 4 Twins 

prospect Nick Gordon, who batted .409 in 22 at-bats this spring, was reassigned to Minor League camp 

Sunday. 

White Sox 

Before Chicago decides when to promote top prospects Eloy Jimenez and Michael Kopech -- Nos. 4 and 

10 on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 -- it must figure out what to do with 24-year-old right-hander Carson 

Fulmer, who had been hit hard this spring until pitching four no-hit innings against the D-backs on 

Monday night. Would a tuneup trip back to Triple-A help while veteran Hector Santiagotakes the fifth 

spot in the rotation? 

AL WEST 

Angels 

One monumentally difficult decision: whether or not to keep Shohei Ohtani, who has had a tough spring 

and might benefit from a few Minor League games. His struggles have overshadowed an even more 

significant story: the good health of Garrett Richards,  Tyler Skaggs and Matt Shoemaker. If they stay 

healthy, the Halos will be nicely positioned to return to the postseason. 

Astros 

Who gets the ball on Opening Day if Houston has a one-run lead in the ninth inning? Closer Ken Gileshas 

offered hope that his postseason struggles are behind him even as manager AJ Hinch has enough 

options to mix and match relievers at the end of games. 

Athletics 

Dustin Fowler has hit every marker on his way back from right knee surgery, but he's still playing catch-
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up, and Oakland must decide whether he's ready to handle everyday center field duties by Opening 

Day. Boog Powell is the alternative. 

Mariners 

Will Felix Hernandez get a 10th straight Opening Day start? For Seattle, the answer is partly symbolic, 

especially since King Felix's spring was interrupted by a line drive off his right forearm in his debut. But 

it's more than that since his ability to still pitch at a high level will go a long way toward dictating if the 

Mariners can make a run at an AL playoff berth. 

Rangers 

Manager Jeff Banister hasn't announced how he'll line up his rotation behind Cole Hamels. Doug 

Fister, Matt Moore and Mike Minor seem likely to get three of the sports, and Martin Perez will have the 

other when he's healthy. Bartolo Colon and Jesse Chavez are options. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE EAST 

Braves 

Atlanta sent top prospect Ronald Acuna down to the Minors on Monday, but it's doubtful he will be 

there for long. He turned 20 in December, and now the club must decide just how long he will stay in 

the Minors. Acuna has played just 54 games above Double-A, though he hit .344/.393/.548 for Triple-A 

Gwinnett in 243 plate appearances last season. 

Marlins 

Top prospect Lewis Brinson could open the season in center field for Miami, which would give fans a 

tangible rallying point after an offseason rebuild. Brinson, 23, has played just 107 games at Triple-A, so 

the Marlins are trying to figure out if he can handle the grind of a Major League schedule as well as the 

flood of offspeed pitches he's likely to see. 

Mets 

There are no decisions left in the rotation after Jason Vargas' injury opened the door for both Steven 

Matz and Zack Wheeler to get the final two spots. Next up: leadoff hitter. Brandon Nimmo has had an 

impressive spring, but manager Mickey Callaway could also rotate Asdrubal Cabrera, Juan Lagares and 

even Todd Frazier into the spot. 

Nationals 

Second baseman Daniel Murphy probably won't be ready for Opening Day after undergoing offseason 

surgery on his right knee, and that's as close to a crisis as Washington has. Its lineup is deep enough to 

withstand his absence, and the rotation and pitching staff are the best in the NL East. If this is Bryce 

Harper's final season in Washington, the Nats have a chance to make it a special one. 

Phillies 

How long does second baseman Scott Kingery remain in the Minors? That he'll open the season there 

seems a virtual lock. If Kingery stays down until April 13, Philadelphia would have an extra year of 
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control, but he could have to wait until Maikel Franco struggles or Cesar Hernandez is traded. 

Regardless, Kingery is one of the reasons the Phils are so bullish about the future. 

NL CENTRAL 

Brewers 

General manager David Stearns is running out of time to add a starting pitcher, and maybe that means 

he doesn't intend to. But after watching Brent Suter and Wade Miley get roughed up in their most 

recent starts, here's a friendly reminder that Milwaukee has enough Minor League depth to pry Chris 

Archer from the Rays. 

Cardinals 

As St. Louis debates how to use top prospect Alex Reyes when he returns from Tommy John surgery in 

May, the organization's pitching depth has been on display this spring. Luke Weaver will open as the 

fifth starter while Jack Flaherty and John Gant will provide enviable depth. That could mean using Reyes 

as a late-inning bullpen option. 

Cubs 

These are the kinds of questions every team would love to have to answer. For instance, who hits 

leadoff, and does it matter? Are there enough at-bats for Ian Happ? What's the final makeup of a 

bullpen manager Joe Maddon says could be one of the best ever? Will Yu Darvish and Jose Quintana be 

the best one-two rotation punch in baseball? As for really pressing questions, this is a team that just 

doesn't have many. 

Pirates 

Manager Clint Hurdle's key decision seems to be how to draw up his lineup around cleanup hitter Josh 

Bell in the post-Andrew McCutchen era. Hurdle has interesting options with Starling Marte, Gregory 

Polanco, Josh Harrison, Corey Dickerson and Colin Moran. These last few days will be figuring out who 

plays where. 

Reds 

Who hits leadoff? Billy Hamilton's career .298 OBP has prompted manager Bryan Price to consider other 

options, including some kind of platoon arrangement with Jesse Winker, Jose Peraza and Hamilton. 

NL WEST 

D-backs  

Zack Greinke's pulled groin means he'll probably miss Opening Day and is a reminder that a very good 

rotation lacks depth. Robbie Ray probably will get the Opening Day nod, and there are enough off-days 

to get Arizona through the first month. The D-backs are hopeful Greinke will not miss a large chunk of 

the regular season, but combine the injury and this spring's diminished velocity, and it's a concern. 

Dodgers 

Matt Kemp decision? There is no decision. Kemp has made it himself by coming into camp, hitting .342 
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and looking like a guy ready for a second act in Los Angeles at 33. This wasn't exactly the way the 

Dodgers planned it when he was acquired from the Braves in a complicated salary dump, but Kemp has 

made it an easy one. 

Giants 

Who's in center field? Either Austin Jackson and Steven Duggar could be given the job outright, or 

manager Bruce Bochy could go with some sort of platoon since Jackson bats right-handed and Duggar 

hits lefty. Jackson has hit .370 this spring, but Duggar has four homers and a .994 OPS. 

Padres 

What happens in the outfield? First baseman Eric Hosmer's signing shifted Wil Myers to right, 

leaving Jose Pirela, Hunter Renfroe and prospect Franchy Cordero fighting for playing time. Pirela may 

slide to second base at times, but San Diego may be open to dealing someone for pitching. 

Rockies 

Carlos Gonzalez's return to has created a ripple effect that sends left fielder Ian Desmond back to first 

base and Gerardo Parra to left field -- likely leaving No. 2 prospect Ryan McMahon and outfielder David 

Dahl beginning the season at Triple-A Albuquerque as well. 

 

Mark it down: These things will happen in 2018 

Record for homers, starting pitcher usage, velocity will fall 

By Mike Petriello 

The 2018 season is upon us. There are a million different ways it could play out. That's not going to stop 

us from giving you seven data-based guarantees for trends, records and facts you'll almost certainly see 

this season. 

1. The Yankees will break the team home run record. 

Though baseball's homer record fell in 2017, the team mark did not. The 1997 Mariners still hold the all-

time team record at 264. That's going to change. Probably. 

We wrote about this in detail last month, when we noted that the 2017 Yankees already led the Majors 

in homers with 241, and then they went out and added Giancarlo Stanton anyway. At the time, that was 

enough to put them into the conversation for the record, but they've made two more moves since then, 

adding Brandon Drury and Neil Walker, who combined to hit 27 homers last year. That should take time 

away from the light-hitting bats of utility infielders like Ronald Torreyes and Tyler Wade. 

Maybe the question here isn't about if the Yanks will break the record. Maybe it's more about whenthey 

break the record. Is it too much to wonder if it happens before the end of August? 
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2. The "air ball revolution" will continue. 

There are a few factors that have led to more home runs across baseball, and one is the "air ball 

revolution" that has been detailed so often here and elsewhere. As stars like Justin Turner, Daniel 

Murphy, J.D. Martinez and Josh Donaldson have found great success in large part due to trying to hit the 

ball in the air, other players have followed. Last year, it was Chris Taylor and Yonder Alonso. In 2018, 

we've already heard about Yasmani Grandal and Juan Lagares trying it, plus more who have likely done 

so quietly. 

We've seen it in the data. The ground-ball rate has fallen from 45.3 percent to 44.7 percent to 44.2 

percent over the past three years. Launch angle has risen from 10.1 degrees to 10.8 to 11.1 degrees in 

the same time. You don't hear about hitters trying to hit the ball on the ground more, do you? 

3. The fastballs you see will be thrown even harder, and higher ... 

Part of why we've seen more strikeouts across baseball is because hitters don't care about them like 

they used to, but part of it is because pitchers simply throw so much harder than they used to. 

 

In 2008, the first year of reliable pitch-tracking technology, fastballs averaged 91.8 mph. Last year, that 

mark was at 93.6 mph. If that doesn't sound like a big gain, think about it this way -- in '08, just 70.4 

percent of fastballs were thrown over 90 mph, while in '17, nearly 86 percent were. 

You'll also be seeing more of those hard fastballs thrown high as teams work to counteract the ability of 

hitters to elevate the ball. We've been talking about this for a few years, with Justin Verlander in 

2015 and the Dodgers' bullpen last year, and now teams like the Cardinals are openly talking about 

throwing high in the zone more often. 
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This is a trend we already saw some of as 2017 went on. In April, 53.6 percent of four-seam fastballs 

were thrown "high" (which we define as reaching the plate 2.5 feet above the ground or higher). That 

consistently increased as the year went on -- presumably a September dip can be attributed to 

expanded rosters -- and when the games mattered the most, in October, it was up to 59 percent. 

4. ... but you'll see fewer fastballs in general. 

Speaking of trends you may not have noticed, but take a look at how steadily the rate of fastballs 

(defined as four-seam, two-seam and sinker) has dropped in the Majors, down to 2017's rate of 55.3 

percent. 

 

It's not just about curveballs, but it's largely about curveballs. It's difficult to look at last year's list of top 

curveballing clubs and not notice that the top five teams all made the postseason: the Indians, Red Sox, 

Dodgers, Astros and Cubs. With evidence that hitters have been hunting fastballs for home runs, this is 

another way that pitchers are trying to keep the ball in the park. 

5. Starting pitchers will work even fewer innings. 

The Rays' experiment with a four-man rotation and a regular bullpen game may or may not work, 
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though there's an argument to be made that "a bullpen game" and "a fifth starter who goes 3 2/3 

innings" is basically the same thing anyway. But it really is an indication that the blurring of the lines 

between starters and relievers will continue, which we've been talking about for some time. 

We saw this last year, when the Dodgers and Astros each refused to push their starters too deep into 

games, both as a concession to the "third time through the order" penalty and in hopes of improving 

health. As you can see, the percentage of innings taken up by starters over the past four decades held 

relatively steady in the 65-70 percent range ... right up until 2015. 

 

That year, it dropped from 66.5 percent to 65 percent. The next year, that was 63.3 percent. And last 

year, it was 61.9 percent, an all-time low. It's not at all unreasonable to think that in 2018, we'll see 

starters taking up fewer than 60 percent of innings for the first time ever. 

6. The catcher who qualifies for the batting average title will be an endangered species. 

Let's talk about the 21st century. In 2000, seven catchers (defined here as a player who spent 75 percent 

of his time behind the plate) received 502 plate appearances. In '04, it was 11; in '08, it was nine. In the 

first 17 seasons of the 21st century, that number was between six and 11 every year. 

Until, that is, 2017. Last year, only three catchers had 502 plate appearances: Yadier Molina, J.T. 

Realmuto and Gary Sanchez. That's the second fewest in any non-strike season dating back to 1969. 

Even Sanchez only got there with 18 games at designated hitter, and in '18, it's easy to see the 35-year-

old Molina ceding enough time to Carson Kelly to not get to 502. 

Due again to reasons of fatigue and health, teams no longer view catcher as a "one-man" job. Look at 

the Dodgers, who split the backstop position between two very good catchers in Grandal (482 plate 

appearances) and Austin Barnes (262), or the Braves, who did the same with Tyler Flowers (370) 

and Kurt Suzuki (309). Maybe Salvador Perez or Willson Contreras or Buster Posey will stay healthy 

enough all year long to get there in 2018; if they do, they'll be the exception, not the rule. 

7. The Astros will be the best team in baseball, but the Indians will win the most games. 

It cannot be overstated how good the Astros look to be, since they're not only the defending champs, 

they've added Gerrit Cole and might have a historically good lineup. They're going to be universally 
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picked to win the American League West, and with good reason: They're the best team baseball has to 

offer. 

That said, the AL West got a lot better this year. The Angels added Shohei Ohtani, Ian Kinsler and Zack 

Cozart; the Rangers completely remade their pitching rotation; the A's are quietly one of baseball's most 

interesting teams, even before they added Jonathan Lucroy. Meanwhile, Cleveland is also one of the 

best teams in the game, but they're sharing a division with rebuilding clubs in Chicago, Detroit, and 

Kansas City. 

One way to quantify this is to look at the 2018 win projections. The four non-Houston teams in the AL 

West are projected to win 80.5 games apiece, while the four non-Cleveland teams in the AL Central have 

a projected average win total of just 72.3. Projections aren't everything, and the Astros might be so 

good that it just doesn't matter, but if we're going to be bold, this is how we're doing it. 

 

                 FROM SPORTS ILLUSTRATED      

The Greatest Curiosity: Shohei Ohtani Fashions the Angels into Baseball’s Most 

Interesting Team 

By Stephanie Apstein 

For much of Mike Trout's career, the Angels have largely been stuck in baseball's evaportating middle 

class. It's anyone's guess whether Japanese wunderkind Shohei Ohtani can push Anaheim into the 

postseason, but it's going to be entertaining to watch. 

 

The downside of having the best player in the game is that your franchise’s failures are magnified. The 

Angels have doggedly—and, mostly, futilely—pursued the playoffs over the past six years, knowing full 

well that every World Series–less season squanders another chunk of Mike Trout’s prime, that every 

meaningless game he plays in September is a tiny baseball tragedy. Los Angeles has handed nine-figure 

deals to risky free agents, unloaded top prospects for immediate help and taken fliers on marginal 

talents. Nothing has worked. The Angels have never finished in last place with Trout, never even lost 90 

games. But a first-round sweep by the Royals in the 2014 ALDS represents the entirety of his postseason 

career 

 

That kind of mediocrity doesn’t do much for a team’s buzz—and frankly neither does Trout’s 

metronomic greatness (six full seasons, six top four MVP finishes), which is too easily taken for granted. 

But in December the Angels stumbled into their best hope yet for generating attention—and, perhaps, 

postseason contention. With no apparent advantages over many of the other 28 teams vying for the 

most intriguing free agent of the offseason, L.A. landed both an ace and a home run hitter in the same 

player. Over his five seasons with the Nippon Ham Fighters, Shohei Ohtani displayed a dual dominance 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
https://www.mlb.com/athletics/news/as-roster-has-become-very-interesting-in-2018/c-265575690
https://www.mlb.com/athletics/news/as-roster-has-become-very-interesting-in-2018/c-265575690
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://bit.ly/2ESz29S
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that no one in MLB has achieved (and few have tried) since Babe Ruth. Ohtani played only 65 games last 

season due to a right-ankle injury, but as a 21-year-old in 2016 he had a 1.86 ERA in 20 starts and was 

third in Nippon Pro Baseball in strikeouts. That alone might have been enough to attract the attention of 

major league front offices. But Ohtani also batted .322 with 22 home runs in 382 plate appearances that 

season; if he had qualified he would have led the league in slugging and OPS. 

 

Now 23, Ohtani could have signed anywhere in the majors; under MLB rules governing international free 

agents, there was little variance in the financial terms of the offers he received. (More on that later.) He 

has yet to fully explain why he chose to stage his unusual act in Angel Stadium with an up-and-down 

franchise: His only public rationale so far has been, “I just felt something click.” “Shohei Ohtani is Going 

to Be a Los Angeles Angel for Some Reason” read a GQ headline after he signed. Even Angels GM Billy 

Eppler, after taking the congratulatory phone call from Ohtani’s agent, was so shocked that he 

completely missed his chair as he went to sit down. 

 

Dozens of reporters from Japan have chronicled Ohtani’s every move since his arrival in Tempe, Ariz., 

last month. To accommodate his daily media sessions the team erected a tent in the parking lot beyond 

rightfield at Diablo Stadium. Unfortunately for those attending, Ohtani’s “click” quote is typical; he tends 

to be inscrutable. “There were good and bad parts,” he replied to a question about the highlights of his 

first bullpen session of the spring. “And the good parts were the positive part of today.” 

Lacking much color from their subject, the journalists scatter daily throughout the clubhouse, asking the 

other Angels for detailed reports on what Ohtani ate for breakfast. His teammates try to remain patient 

through the bilingual interviews—“I’m gonna be famous in Japan!” starter Andrew Heaney shouted 

excitedly after one—and joke about the respite afforded Trout by the shiny new toy. 

 

In fact they are nearly as intrigued as the hordes of reporters and the myriad fans clad in number 17 

shirseys. Ohtani’s new teammates spend his plate appearances and innings on the mound glued to the 

dugout rail. To a team that already had the greatest player, Eppler added the greatest curiosity. In just 

one winter, Los Angeles refashioned itself as the most interesting team in baseball. 

 

If you measure wealth by wins, baseball’s middle class is disappearing. This season a dozen teams 

appear to be shooting for 100 victories. Another dozen or so might be shooting for 100 losses. (“You 

could argue there is more competition to get the No. 1 pick in the draft than to win the World Series,” 

Mariners GM Jerry Dipoto said in January.) When a club finishes close to .500 and lacks a bumper crop of 

prospects—hello, 2017 Angels (80–82)—it can be easier and cheaper to tear down and start over than 

to attempt to supplement an inadequate core. Teams no longer think it’s worthwhile to aim for 85 wins, 

hope to get hot enough to grab the second wild card and take a shot to advance in a coin-flip game. The 

success of the Cubs (top four draft picks in consecutive seasons, then a World Series two years later) and 

the Astros (three straight 100-loss campaigns, then last season’s title) have convinced front offices (and 

fans) that tanking and rebuilding works. 
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And yet there the Angels have been, year after year, finishing in third or fourth in the AL West, then 

pouring money into their roster. It was far more fun to propose Trout trades that would signal a 

teardown: Would the Cubs’ Kyle Schwarber, Javier Báez and Jorge Soler have been enough? What about 

the Red Sox’ Mookie Betts, Jackie Bradley Jr. and Xander Bogaerts? Or the Yankees’ Starlin Castro, Brett 

Gardner and Clint Frazier? 

The real-life conversations were less fruitful. “Our chance was to draft [Trout] and we blew it,” A’s GM 

David Forst says. “Why would they ever in any situation accept [a trade]? We never even made the call.” 

Says Giants GM Bobby Evans, “I’m afraid Billy Eppler would take me off his speed dial if I asked.” 

 

Eppler, who took over as GM in 2015, has never considered pulling the trigger on a deal. “I have a long 

drive home—40 minutes,” he says referring to his prime time for reflection. “Forty minutes. Not once.” 

Instead the Angels go for it, again and again. Last August they traded for leftfielder Justin Upton, who, 

rather than opt out and hit the stagnant free-agent market this offseason, signed on for another year at 

$17.5 million. That move paid off twice: Upton spent the fall telling Ian Kinsler, his old Tigers locker 

neighbor, how much fun he was having in Anaheim. While Detroit, in the early stages of its own 

teardown, had several offers this offseason for the 35-year-old second baseman with one year and $11 

million left on his contract, Kinsler only waived his no-trade clause to join the Angels. 

Zack Cozart could have played shortstop, his natural position, for any of a handful of rebuilders, but he 

chose to play third for L.A. After seven years with the Reds—two good, five dismal—Cozart, 32, wanted 

deeply to join a contender. “It’s hard when you’re not a young player,” he says. “A young player’s just 

excited to be in the big leagues, but I’ve been to the playoffs and it’s like, Man, these seasons are really 

long, and they’re really long when you’re not good.” 

Before signing in December for three years and $38 million, Cozart told Eppler that he did not want to 

end up with a team that would sell off its assets at the first sign of weakness. Don’t worry, Eppler 

assured him. “Arte’s not going to let us try not to win.” 

That would be owner Arte Moreno, 71, an outdoor advertising magnate who bought the team in 2003. 

Moreno grew up rooting for the 1950s Yankees—a decade in which they played in eight World Series—

and he disapproves on almost a moral level of stripping a team down to rebuild. Agreement on that 

point would be a condition of the job for his GMs. “I wouldn’t even put him on the list,” he says of a 

proponent for tanking. “I wouldn’t do it to fans. Lose 100 games a year and then say, ‘We’re gonna fix 

it’?” 

 

Sometimes this attitude leads to deals like the five years and $125 million Moreno gave Josh Hamilton 

before the 2013 season. Hamilton was 31 and had a history of drug abuse; he played 240 games for L.A. 

before the team ate his salary and traded him to the Rangers. The signing came a year after the Angels 

sank $240 million over 10 years into a 32-year-old Albert Pujols. Hampered by foot injuries, he was the 

worst player last year by WAR (–1.8). A year before that, they took on the $86 million owed over four 

years to 32-year-old Vernon Wells. He hit .222 over two seasons before being traded to the Yankees. 
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But that approach can also produce an offseason like this one. On a back field in Tempe, Moreno 

watches as his 26-year-old two-time MVP takes batting practice. “What are you gonna do?” he scoffs. 

“Tell Trout you’re getting rid of everybody?” 

The subtext of every conversation about L.A. involves the Trout Window, which is scheduled to close at 

9 a.m. ET the day after the conclusion of the 2020 World Series, when—barring an extension—he will 

become a free agent. If the Angels are going to take advantage of Trout’s unprecedented talents, they 

may not have much time left. 

 

Eppler and manager Mike Scioscia insist that they do not hear the clock ticking on their centerfielder. 

Trout himself laughs and says, “I don’t think there’s a Trout Window.” But Moreno demurs: “There’s a 

little bit of a window.” He’s already discussing what it would take to make Trout an Angel for life. “If 

you’re coming to a ballgame,” Moreno says, “you want to see the stars play.” 

 

The serendipity of this offseason is that Moreno landed the Japanese Babe Ruth without having to break 

the bank. On the open market Ohtani might be worth $200 million, but under MLB rules that govern 

international free agents he would have had to wait until he turned 25 to be the subject of an unlimited 

free-agent bidding war. Instead, every team except the Marlins offered the same $20 million posting fee 

to the Fighters—Ohtani gets none of that—while agreeing to pay him the major league minimum of 

$545,000 this season. Ohtani, who got a $2.3 million signing bonus from L.A., remains under its control 

for the next six years. 

The plan as it stands now is for him to pitch every six days and DH two or three times between starts. 

Scouts report that Ohtani on the mound is ahead of Ohtani at the plate. Though he has given up nine 

runs in 2 2⁄ 3 innings, his delivery is clean and his slider has induced gasps. He has shown raw power in 

batting practice but struggled with his timing in games, with just two hits in first 20 at bats. “I can only 

say that Shohei’s talent is real,” Scioscia said last Saturday. “Obviously we believe in it.” 

In person, Ohtani is both larger and less imposing than he appears in those videos. When he isn’t 

unfolding his 6' 4", 203-pound frame to launch 100-mph fastballs he is slouching around the clubhouse 

in toe socks, hands in the kangaroo pocket of his sweatshirt. He slides down his chair, groaning, when he 

loses a round of the video game Clash Royale to closer Blake Parker. He communicates almost 

seamlessly with his teammates through his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, and trades Japanese lessons for 

ones in Spanish; he’s already made enough progress to surprise catcher Martin Maldonado, 

although hombre (man) and hambre (hunger) have posed a problem. He goes out to dinner with the rest 

of the starters, where they compare photos of their dogs. 

 

Yet Ohtani’s place in the clubhouse hierarchy is unique. In camp he missed some pitchers’ fielding 

practice sessions—or PFPs—to hit, and skipped some batting practice sessions to throw. Then there’s his 

impact on how the 25-man roster is constructed: If he succeeds as he did in Japan, Ohtani will essentially 

take up the playing time of not one player but two. The Angels acknowledge the potential for tension. 

Says starter Matt Shoemaker, “You could imagine guys being threatened or just being jerks—‘If he 

doesn’t have to do PFPs today, then I’m going inside’—but there’s been none of that. We embrace it. Go 
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do what you gotta do, ’cause you’ve gotta help us win. Go take a nap if you’ve gotta take a nap! I don’t 

care.” 

Winning, of course, will paper over any discomfort. And this goal is what sets the up-and-down Angels 

apart even more than their two-way experiment. In the deadest offseason in three decades, they spent 

$170 million, including Ohtani’s posting fee, to try to do the most unusual thing in baseball right now: to 

jump from the middle of the pack straight to the top of the heap.   

 

                 FROM SPORTING NEWS      

On Shohei Ohtani, Ronald Acuna and putting stock in spring training 

By Jason Foster 

Spring training guarantees nothing. We all know this, but sometimes we can't help but jump to 

conclusions.  

Most baseball people will tell you that it's best not to bank on results you see during the seemingly 

endless six-week slag in Florida and Arizona. No matter how good a player looks, he's probably 

not that good. No matter how bad a player looks, he's probably not that bad. Hence the old baseball 

adage: Never trust what you see in March or September. 

Sometimes, teams and fans really want to trust what they see. Other times, they hope and pray that it's 

all been a nasty mirage. We've seen both so far this March in two of baseball's most prized prospects. 

At Braves camp in Florida, Ronald Acuña, 20, has looked every bit like the uber-hyped prospect who's 

being hailed by many as the best phenom in the game. At Angels camp in Arizona, Shohei Ohtani — the 

"Babe Ruth of Japan," the superstar two-way player with the potential to change the game as we know 

it — has been mostly a giant thud. 

Two major prospects, two vastly different springs. But what to make of it all? Short answer, as always: 

We don't know yet. But it's best to temper enthusiasm or disgust. 

Entering Monday's exhibition games, Acuña had a .432 average, an on-base percentage of .512 and an 

OPS of 1.247 in 44 at-bats. That's, um, good. So good that his average, OBP and OPS were second in all 

of baseball entering Monday. In other words, he's exactly what the Braves have hoped he'd be: a 

potential new face of the franchise who, one scout already says, could put up Hall of Fame numbers. 

"He’s a legit kid. What you read, what you hear, everything is true," Braves manager Brian Snitker told 

USA Today. "The kid’s a gifted baseball player, no doubt about it. Can he get better? Yeah." 

http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/ronald-acuna-braves-prospect-praise-scouting-hall-of-fame-hank-henry-aaron/l66kseau0rao1v3gnq64ao04c
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/03/17/ronald-acuna-braves/435196002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/03/17/ronald-acuna-braves/435196002/
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More Snitker, this time to MLB.com: "He's really had limited minor league experience. In this day and 

age, nobody's sneaking up on anybody anymore, so it's tough for these guys." 

One way to interpret that: Judge March with a hopeful but realistic eye. 

Meanwhile, the 23-year-old Ohtani — an elite pitcher and hitter in Japan — is batting .083 with an OBP 

of .214 in 24 at-bats. That's a small-ish sample size, even for spring training, but it's still bad. On the 

pitching side, Ohtani's official spring ERA is 27.00. He's allowed nine hits and nine runs in 2.2 innings 

pitched. To be fair, that's not the whole story. When you factor in a "B" game against minor leaguers 

and another game against the Tijuana Toros, Ohtani has allowed 15 earned runs, 18 hits and four 

homers to put his overall spring ERA at 16.20. That's still not good. 

In other words, he's been the opposite of what the Angels hoped to get: a two-way All-Star who can 

change a game with his arm and his bat, who potentially could pitch a complete game shutout and go 4-

for-4 with two homers at the plate. There's even talk that Ohtani could start the season in the minors.  

But the Angels aren't about to panic, nor should they. 

"With his tool package, his ability and his athleticism, he's an elite-level prospect," Angels GM Billy 

Eppler told the Los Angeles Times. "He's not a finished product. Players who are 23 rarely are. They tend 

to peak at age 25 or 26 to 30." 

Eppler continued, per the Times:  

"He has performed at the highest level that is not major league baseball — those are the only knowns. 

It's just like a club that is sitting on another elite prospect who has dominated at triple-A level and hasn't 

played in the big leagues yet. That club knows that player has dominated a level as close to the major 

leagues domestically as it can get. We view (Japan's Pacific League) as a very good league. We've seen 

players who have dominated that league have an impact over here." 

In other words, don't trust what you see in March. 

 

Spring Training Update: Shohei Ohtani among top prospects having ups and 

downs in the Cactus League** 

By Frank Neville 

ARIZONA -- During my five-day tour of the Cactus League, I saw seven spring training games, lots of 

batting practice, and a handful of minor league intra-squads. I wasn’t able to see every top prospect of 

interest, but I did get first-hand looks at a number of rookies who could have a big league (and fantasy 

baseball) impact in 2018. 

https://www.mlb.com/braves/news/braves-prospect-ronald-acuna-has-three-hit-day/c-269024412
http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-angels-spring-training-20180316-story.html
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… 

Stardom may have to wait for Shohei Ohtani (RHP/DH, LAA). Ohtani arrived in camp to spectacular 

hype. And then, he kind of disappeared. In fact, I didn’t get to see him play because he’s been relegated 

to side sessions and back-field games in order to take the pressure off and give him a chance to adjust to 

the major league ball, mound, and competitive environment. He’s continued to get at-bats as a DH, but 

that hasn’t gone very well either (2-for-20 with seven strikeouts). I’ll be curious to see how long the 

Angels keep him hidden. If they shelter him for much longer, it may be a sign that Ohtani won’t open the 

season in the majors. 

***Article edited to include only Angels-related material. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

2018 MLB win totals, predictions: Proven computer model says Angels will 

disappoint baseball  

Our proven computer model simulated the entire 2018 MLB season 10,000 times 

As MLB teams gear up for Opening Day, baseball bettors are zeroing in on regular-season win totals. The 

win totals, available at most sports books, range from the lofty -- 97.5 for the World Series-

champion Astros and 96.5 for the NL-champion Dodgers -- to the 64.5 assigned to the lowly Marlins.  

 

Before you bet over or under on any team, you have to see what SportsLine's advanced computer model 

is picking. This model simulated the entire season 10,000 times and found five MLB teams whose Vegas 

win totals are way off.  

 

This same model just crushed the NFL and college basketball.  

 

It would have won at least 95 percent of CBS Sports' straight-up NFL office pool leagues the past two 

years and returned a whopping $6,529 profit to $100 bettors who played its top-rated college hoops 

picks last season.  

 

We can tell you the model believes oddsmakers overreacted to the Angels' win-now offseason. With the 

over-under set at 84.5 wins, the model strongly recommends the Under, projecting 82.4.  

 

The Halos made a big splash in December, adding Ian Kinsler, Zack Cozartand two-way Japanese 

star Shohei Ohtani to a lineup that already featured superstar Mike Trout and power hitters Justin 

Upton and Albert Pujols.  

 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/HOU/houston-astros
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAD/los-angeles-dodgers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIA/miami-marlins
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/489854/ian-kinsler
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1669641/zack-cozart
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2901324/shohei-ohtani
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1739608/mike-trout
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/593198/justin-upton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/593198/justin-upton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/223571/albert-pujols
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In all likelihood, the Angels will score more runs than the 710 they produced last year, which ranked 

11th in the AL and put them a whopping 186 behind Houston.  

 

Everyone agrees this is a stout defensive club, but can the starting rotation stay healthy? It has been 

obliterated by injuries the past two seasons. That's a huge question and reason enough for the model to 

go Under.  

 

The model also generated huge disparities on four other teams, including the Dodgers. After winning 

an MLB-best 104 games and falling just shy of a World Series title, can L.A. grind out at least 97 wins this 

season?  

 

The Dodgers seem poised to do so. Their lineup features six position players age 27 or younger. And it's 

hard to find a weakness in their roster.  

 

But they also compete in what should be MLB's toughest division. The Giantslanded Evan 

Longoria and Andrew McCutchen, while the Diamondbacks, Rockies and Padres were very aggressive 

this offseason.  

 

The model knows how big of an impact those moves will make.  

                 FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

MLB season preview: The big-impact rookies of 2018 

By Mike Oz 

Editor’s note: From now until opening day, Yahoo Sports will be getting you ready for the 2018 MLB 

season with a series of previews and roundtable discussions with our writers. We’ve already talked 

about breakout teams, disappointing teams, teams that didn’t do enough and pace of play. Today, we’re 

talking about the impact rookies of 2018. 

There’s one rookie in Major League Baseball this season whose name you know well, but we’re not here 

today only to talk about Shohei Ohtani, who has dominated baseball’s offseason chatter. 

Yes, Ohtani — the Japanese star who is attempting to be a two-way player for the Los Angeles Angels — 

is the most fascinating rookie in MLB this season. But he’s hardly the only impactful rookie worth your 

attention. Especially when you consider his spring training results haven’t been fantastic. 

Ohtani makes our list of impact rookies of the 2018, but there are lesser-talked-about youngsters in 

Cincinnati and Philadelphia and St. Louis that also warrant your time. As does star-in-the-making Ronald 

Acuna, who the Atlanta Braves sent down to Triple-A on Monday despite a big spring. 

https://www.cbssports.com/collegebasketball/teams/page/HOU/houston-cougars
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SF/san-francisco-giants
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1114751/evan-longoria
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1114751/evan-longoria
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1103290/andrew-mccutchen
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/COL/colorado-rockies
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SD/san-diego-padres
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb-season-preview-breakout-teams-2018-223054806.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb-season-preview-teams-disappoint-2018-191448788.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb-season-preview-teams-didnt-enough-offseason-203926893.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb-season-preview-will-baseballs-new-pace-play-rules-actually-work-003435506.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/maybe-shohei-ohtani-start-season-minors-214442871.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/ronald-acuna-getting-sent-offers-proof-system-needs-change-231544504.html
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Yahoo Sports MLB experts Jeff Passan and Tim Brown pick their impact rookies of 2018 in the video 

above, and the Big League Stew writers offer theirs below. Proof positive that there are players beyond 

Ohtani to keep an eye on. 

CHRIS CWIK: Nick Senzel 

It’s rarely the obvious choice, right? The popular pick in the National League is likely to be Ronald Acuña, 

but Senzel could surprise people if he gets the call. That’s the big question. Senzel was drafted in 2016, 

and has just hit the stuffing out of the ball everywhere he goes. In limited time in Double-A, he hit .340 

last season. There’s no question about the bat … or really the defense. His natural spot is third, but the 

Reds thought so highly of him that they let him play short a bit in the spring. Players rarely move up this 

quickly, but Senzel has yet to struggle. It would be an aggressive move, but if it happens, he’s got a shot 

to be good right away. 

MARK TOWNSEND: Victor Robles 

This isn’t a Rookie of the Year prediction. Robles might not get enough playing time to put himself in 

that mix. But at some point this season he’s going to play an important role on a really good team, and 

that will give him plenty of chances to shine on a big stage. Like Trea Turner did two seasons ago, Robles 

could add another dimension to Washington’s lineup with his mix of power, speed and exceptional 

defense. If the Nationals outfield is plagued by injuries again. Well, then Robles could become a 

household name.  

MIKE OZ: Alex Reyes 

For St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Alex Reyes, the coming out party was supposed to be last year. He was the 

No. 1 prospect in baseball, according to some rankings and a star-in-the-making. But then the worst kind 

of injury came along — Tommy John surgery. Reyes missed all of 2017, but is almost ready to return. 

The question now is when and in what capacity. Reyes projects as a No. 1 starter, but the Cardinals 

might bring him back as a bullpen arm at first to shake off some of that Tommy John rust. That makes 

sense, because their bullpen needs help. But the rotation does too. So maybe Reyes becomes part of the 

rotation later in the year. Maybe he becomes bullpen weapon. Point is: He has a path to make an impact 

in St. Louis and he certainly has the skills, so don’t forget his name. 

LIZ ROSCHER: Scott Kingery 

There’s no guarantee that 24-year-old Scott Kingery will make it to the majors within one month of the 

season starting, and it very well could be two or more before he sees his first major league at-bat. But 

that’s not because he’s not ready. It’s because there’s currently nowhere for him to play. The Phillies’ 

infield is crowded, and his best chance of being promoted is by playing out of position at third base. But 

if he can handle that, the world is his oyster. He’s so talented, and last year he really came to his own. 

He spent all but one month at Double-A in 2017 and just hit the cream cheese out of the ball, to the 

tune of a .313/.379/.608 triple slash. A swing adjustment helped him increase his power, which led to a 

big home run improvement: from five in 2016 to 26 in 2017. He’ll start the season at Triple-A, where he 

spent just a month in 2017, but what happens from there is up to him. If he can handle third base, and 

continues to clobber the ball like he did all last year, the Phillies won’t be able to keep him there for 
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long. Kingery’s something special, and I’m so confident that I don’t think it’s going to matter when he 

debuts, he’s going to wow people regardless. (Liz Roscher) 

 

White Sox opposition research: What’s there to know about the Los Angeles 

Angels? 

By Vinnie Duber 

As the 2018 season nears and the White Sox get ready to take on the rest of the American League, we're 

taking a team-by-team look at all 14 of their opponents. 

What's there to know about the Los Angeles Angels? 

A lot, actually. 

But there's only one thing we really want to know: Are we ever going to see Mike Trout in the playoffs 

again? You shouldn't feel bad if you blinked and missed the best player in baseball's lone postseason 

appearance, three losses to the Kansas City Royals in 2014. This guy's been the face of the game, and 

he's got only 12 more postseason at-bats than I do. 

That's a shame, of course, and the Halos have done quite a bit to try to change that this offseason. And 

they very well might. The new additions in Anaheim have provided plenty of interest, but will that 

translate to wins? Time to find out. 

Obviously, Trout won't even be the most paid-attention-to Angel come Opening Day, when we finally 

get to see if Shohei Ohtani lives up to the hype. Baseball had their own version of that reality show that 

everyone loves so much - Something to do with roses, I think? Is it a show about gardening? America's 

Next Top Gardener! Nailed it. - with teams courting the talents of the two-way Japanese superstar. 

Ohtani is projected to slot into the No. 2 spot in the Angels' rotation and play regularly as a designated 

hitter. 

That seems like a lot to ask of a 23-year-old who's never seen major league pitching or faced major 

league hitting, a lot of pressure on the guy instantaneously crowned baseball's top prospect. 

What Ohtani will do is a complete mystery - but that's kind of the case for the Angels' entire rotation. 

These guys should at least be well rested considering they've logged hardly any big league innings over 

the past two seasons. Seriously, look at the number of starts the Angels' projected starting staff made 

last year: 

- Garrett Richards: six (after just six in 2016) 

- Shohei Ohtani: zero (no career MLB appearances) 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/kan/
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- Matt Shoemaker: 14 

- Andrew Heaney: five (after just one in 2016) 

- J.C. Ramirez: 24 (the first 24 starts of his four-year big league career) 

- Tyler Skaggs: 16 (after just 10 in 2016 and zero in 2015) 

So that adds up to 65 from six pitchers. Add up the combined 2017 regular-season and postseason starts 

by Justin Verlander and Dallas Keuchel, the co-aces for the division-rival Houston Astros, and it's 66. 

These Angels pitchers need to stay on the field. 

But while that might not sound too promising, the Halos made some typical Halo-style additions, getting 

a bunch of All Stars on the other side of 30 to try and get Trout - still one of their youngest position 

players, despite being in the league for seven years - to the playoffs. Justin Upton, acquired in a trade 

last season with the Detroit Tigers, and Zack Cozart, signed as a free agent this offseason, are both 

coming off awesome seasons. Upton posted career highs in homers, RBIs and doubles and nearly had 

career highs in plenty of other categories. Zack Cozart was one of the National League's best hitters last 

season, finishing 11th in on-base percentage and OPS. Ian Kinsler? Not coming off a good season. He 

was statistically bad for the bad-in-every-way Detroit Tigers, but he's only two years removed from a 

.831 OPS and 28 homers in 2016, so who knows. 

Will it all pay off? Will those moves make the Angels any better? Will it really matter all that much in an 

AL not exactly bursting with playoff contenders? 

All I know is this: America is clamoring for its favorite baseball icon to return to the postseason. We need 

it. Nothing would make us more happy than to see a symbol of the game, why we watch the game, on 

the game's grandest stage. So do it, Angels. Get the Rally Monkey back to October. 

What, you thought I was talking about Trout? 

2017 record: 80-82, second place in AL West 

Offseason additions: Shohei Ohtani, Ian Kinsler, Zack Cozart, Rene Rivera, Chris Young, Jim Johnson, 

Luke Bard 

Offseason departures: Cliff Pennington, Ben Revere, Jesse Chavez, Ricky Nolasco, Bud Norris, Yusmeiro 

Petit, Fernando Salas, Huston Street 

X-factor: Former Cubs reliever Blake Parker was excellent for the Angels last season, making 71 

appearances and finishing with a 2.54 ERA. But for X-factor, let's go with heretofore unmentioned 

Andrelton Simmons, who was very good in 2017, perhaps the Angels' best non-Trout player. He plays 

great defense at shortstop, baseball's leader in defensive runs saved last season. He also slashed a very 

respectable .278/.331/.421 with 14 dingers and a career-best 19 steals. And all-around impact player to 

say the least. 

Projected lineup: 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9534/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7590/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8080/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/det/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8628/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7490/
https://www.rosterresource.com/mlb-los-angeles-angels/
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1. Ian Kinsler, 2B 

2. Mike Trout, CF 

3. Justin Upton, LF 

4. Albert Pujols, DH 

5. Kole Calhoun, RF 

6. Zack Cozart, 3B 

7. Luis Valbuena, 1B 

8. Andrelton Simmons, SS 

9. Martin Maldonado, C 

Projected rotation: 

1. Garrett Richards 

2. Shohei Ohtani 

3. Matt Shoemaker 

4. Andrew Heaney 

5. J.C. Ramirez 

6. Tyler Skaggs 

 

Prediction: Second place in AL West, AL wild card 

                 FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS      

Angels, Rays Complete C.J. Cron Trade 

By Jeff Todd 

The Angels have acquired infielder Luis Rengifofrom the Rays, according to Marc Topkin of the Tampa 

Bay Times (via Twitter). He becomes the player named later in the deal that sent first baseman C.J. 

Cron to Tampa Bay about a month ago. 

Rengifo, 21, joined the Mariners organization in 2014 as an international signee from Venezuela. He 

went to the Rays in a multi-player swap last August. Rengifo spent last year at the Class A level, where 

he posted a .250/.316/.397 batting line with a dozen home runs and 34 steals over 554 plate 

appearances. 

                 FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

Every MLB Team’s Biggest 2018 Spring Training Revelation** 

By Jacob Shafer 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8628/
https://www.rosterresource.com/mlb-los-angeles-angels/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=rengif000lui&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://twitter.com/TBTimes_Rays/status/976129158978899968
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/02/rays-acquire-c-j-cron-designate-corey-dickerson.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/croncj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/croncj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2017/08/mariners-acquire-ryan-garton-mike-marjama-from-rays.html
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Los Angeles Angels: RHP Garrett Richards 

The Los Angeles Angels' biggest offseason addition, two-way Japanese star Shohei Ohtani, is off to 

a rough start this spring.  

On the positive side for the Halos, ace Garrett Richards is showing positive signs after a pair of injury-

marred seasons. 

Through 12.2 frames, Richards has held opposing hitter to a .190 average, tallied 14 strikeouts and 

looked like the guy who eclipsed 200 innings in 2015.  

**Cut to only include Angels-related material. 

                 FROM FAN GRAPHS       

Mike Trout, Statcast Darling 

By Eli Ben-Porat 

The greatest hitter of our generation was 101st last season in average exit velocity. One Hundred and 

First. Despite this, we still obsess over exit velocity and generally hate the Yankees more (if that is 

possible) for having the two hardest hitters in baseball at the same time. Today, we’re going to visually 

explore the importance of keeping a narrow range of launch angles (read: lower standard deviation of 

launch angle), as well as the benefit of a picking when to max out your swing (aka: higher standard 

deviation of exit velocity). 

TROUT = (Average Exit Velocity)*(St. Dev. of Average Exit Velocity)/(St. Dev of Launch Angle) 

Essentially, the formula rewards players who hit the ball harder on average, pick their spots (show a 

greater spread in their exit velocities) and have consistent launch angles. Having a higher exit velocity is 

fairly straightforward; generally speaking, hitting the ball harder is better. The other two ingredients are 

less intuitive at a glance, but we’ll explore visual evidence as to why they are important. 

Let’s begin with a simple chart, wOBA (on balls in play) by Launch Angle, for all balls in play captured by 

StatCast. wOBA values are calculated based on 2017 weights for all seasons in the data set. 

wOBA by Launch Angle (2015-2017) 

http://mlb.nbcsports.com/2018/03/19/shohei-ohtani-having-brutal-spring-training/
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_leaderboard
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Launch angle, when ignoring velocity, shows an interesting value curve, with a steep, exponential gains 

in wOBA, peaking at 12 degrees, followed by a valley which peaks again around 24 degrees, then falls 

sharply as you get into the proverbial “can of corn” type of fly balls. This brings us to our second chart, 

this one with the percent of balls in play that occur at each launch angle bucket overlaid on the wOBA 

curve. 

wOBA by Launch Angle and % of BP by Launch Angle (2015-2017) 

 

The lavender line represents the frequency that a ball in play is recorded at that launch angle. Bear in 

mind that certain launch angles may be biased by StatCast’s inability to capture certain data points, 

however, it is interesting that the wOBA peak intersects quite neatly with the In Play % peak at around 

12 degrees, suggesting that batters do optimize their launch angles for wOBA. The important takeaway 

from the above chart is that the distribution of launch angles is wider than the distribution of value, 

implying that a tighter distribution of launch angles, which in mathematical terms implies a lower 

standard deviation, will generally be better. 
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If we assume that a batter has already optimized his swing so that his mean launch angle will fall in an 

area that does maximum damage, he will benefit greatly by keeping as many balls in play as possible 

closer to that mean. Thus, players who exhibit a lower standard deviation of launch angle should, in 

theory, provide more baseball value for the same exit velocity. 

No Relationship Between Standard Deviation of Launch Angle and wOBA 

 

Looking for a correlation between standard deviation of launch angle and wOBA will give you a big fat 

goose egg. How do we square that with the argument presented above? Two ways: First, not all players 

are optimizing their launch angle, meaning some players may benefit from a wider distribution (if their 

average is out of the sweet spot). This is likely true for lesser players who lack the ability to control 

launch angles. However, for a player of Mike Trout’s caliber, who makes consistently solid contact, 

tightening up his distribution of launch angles will generate significant value. 

Second, some players will employ different swings for different counts, with a bigger, higher launch 

angle swing earlier in the count and a tighter, line drive, lower launch angle with two strikes. For certain 

players, a higher standard deviation would be a good thing (see Josh Donaldson later). 

Smaller Spread of Launch Angles = Higher BABIP 

Standard Deviation of Launch Angle to BABIP | R2 0.13 
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We see some evidence that having a lower standard deviation of launch angle is an important 

contributor to having a higher BABIP. This makes intuitive sense, since presumably this is in a sense 

measuring a player’s hit tool — the ability to make consistent, optimal launch angle contact. In case you 

were wondering, lower standard deviation of launch angle is not correlated to a lower average launch 

angle: 

St Dev. of Launch Angle to Average Launch Angle | R2 0.00 

 

In fact, it appears there’s even a slightly opposite relationship; i.e., higher average launch angles lead to 

a smaller range of launch angles. 

What we’ve established is that there is a benefit (at least for BABIP) in having a tighter distribution of 

launch angles. Let’s see if this passes the sniff test and look at the top 20 and bottom 20 performers by 

this metric during the StatCast Era (minimum 400 balls in play). 



March 20, 2018  Page 38 of 40 
 

Top 20 (Lowest St. Deviation of Launch Angle, 2015-2017, min 400 BIP) 

 

Votto, Freeman, Cabrera, Mauer, Turner and Trout all make a lot of sense on this list. 

Bottom 20 (Lowest St. Deviation of Launch Angle, 2015-2017, min 400 BIP) 

 

Odor, Bautista, Pederson and Reynolds are all good examples of guys who are consistently inconsistent 

and make sense on this list. Josh Donaldson is a surprise; I’m not sure what to make of that, but it may 

be a picking-his-spots type of strategy, as referenced above. 

Let’s detour and focus on home runs, since many players aren’t optimizing for wOBA; some are purely 

optimizing for homers. Additionally, some players may pick their spots when they go for a home run 

swing. Specifically, if a batter keys in on a pitch that he knows he can drive at the optimal home run 

launch angle of 28 degrees, the gains for hitting it harder are exponential. 

Probability of a Homer Run, by Launch Angle and Exit Velocity 
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There is exponential benefit to hitting the ball harder once you hit that 95 mph-plus threshold. An exit 

velocity of 105 mph hit at an approximate launch angle of 28 degrees will be a home run approximately 

90 percent of the time, compared to 50 percent at 100 mph and 17 percent at 95. 

Probability of a Home Run, 28 Degree Launch Angle by Exit Velocity 

 

The above chart paints a clear picture of the incremental benefits of swinging harder, with near linear 

gains from 95 mph to 105 mph. This indicates that picking spots to swing harder, as measured noisily by 

the standard deviation of exit velocity, is a potential indicator of success. This is not a new concept; Mike 

Podhorzer introduced this for his pre-StatCast xHR/FB formula, where a greater distribution of fly ball 

distance was a strong predictor for HR/FB. Not surprisingly, Mike Trout did well in this metric as well. 

Let’s tie this back to the formula introduced at the top of the page, specifically a metric that involves just 

three ingredients, average exit velocity (higher = better), standard deviation of exit velocity (higher is 

better) and standard deviation of launch angle (lower is better). While these standard deviations may 

https://www.fangraphs.com/fantasy/the-xhrfb-rate-equation-unmasked/
https://www.fangraphs.com/fantasy/2014-standard-deviation-of-distance-leaders-laggards/
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work this way for some batters, it may not work for all batters. One batter it most certainly works for 

is  Trout, who ranks first for all batters with at least 400 balls in play in the StatCast era. 

TROUT = (Average Exit Velocity)*(Standard Deviation of Average Exit Velocity)/(Standard Deviation of 

Launch Angle) 

Average Exit Velocity)/(Standard Deviation of Launch Angle) 

TROUT 2015-2017 (Min 400 BIP) 

Batter Name TROUT avg Exit Velo SD Exit Velo SD Launch Angle wOBA 

Mike Trout 65.57 91.65 15.30 21.39 0.491 

Brandon Belt 63.18 89.01 14.02 19.76 0.427 

J.D. Martinez 61.77 91.68 14.94 22.17 0.506 

Miguel Cabrera 61.53 93.59 13.73 20.88 0.425 

Domingo Santana 61.04 90.35 14.25 21.09 0.475 

We see an interesting list of names, with a couple of weird ones like Brandon Belt, Tim Beckham and 

Paulo Orlando. This metric is more of an elucidation of what Trout is trying to do, rather than a metric 

looking to unearth value in heretofore undervalued guys like Paulo Orlando. Here’s the same metric, 

broken out into player-seasons: 

TROUT by Season (2015-2017 min 150 BIP) 

Batter Season TROUT avg Exit Velo SD Exit Velo SD Launch Angle wOBA 

Aaron Judge 2017 70.73 95.45 16.92 22.84 0.592 

Mike Trout 2015 67.35 93.26 14.75 20.43 0.506 

Giancarlo Stanton 2015 67.16 98.60 14.73 21.63 0.533 

Domingo Santana 2016 66.88 93.84 14.26 20.01 0.464 

Brandon Belt 2016 65.63 87.54 14.55 19.40 0.426 

Ian Happ 2017 65.48 89.31 16.54 22.56 0.488 

Mike Trout 2017 65.16 89.33 17.00 23.31 0.491 

Trout clearly dominates this metric, checking in with the second, seventh and 15th best seasons, bested 

only by the inconspicuous Aaron Judge. 

Conclusion 

The TROUT metric gives us a little insight into the game plan that Trout employs: hit the ball hard, but 

not too hard that it will throw off his launch angles, and pick his spots to max out and go for the home 

run. While this is not an approach that works for everyone, it is one Mike Trout has perfected. 

 


