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Rox camp already abuzz over young arms 
Rookie success of Marquez, Freeland, Senzatela, Hoffman gives reason for optimism in sophomore campaigns 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 12th, 2018 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Last year at this time, no one knew much about the Rockies' young starting pitchers. Now, with the 

2018 camp opening for pitchers and catchers Wednesday at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, folks can't stop talking 

about them. 

Right-handers Jon Gray and Chad Bettis and lefty Tyler Anderson are still young. Still, they're seasoned in comparison 

to German Marquez, Kyle Freeland, Antonio Senzatela and Jeff Hoffman -- a quartet that made 93 starts as rookies 

last season, when the Rockies went 87-75 and advanced to the postseason for the first time since 2009.. 27th, 2017 

It's a new year, but the confidence the Rockies' rotation earned last year still resonates. The front office added to that 

confidence with three-year contracts for a pair of newcomers -- closer Wade Davis and righty setup man Bryan Shaw. 

"I'm not really feeling a lot of pressure," center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. "I feel like we are well-positioned to play 

better than we did last year and I am excited about the new additions to our club and I think we have all the pieces that we 

need to be very competitive. I am also excited to see how the young pitching from last year develops and makes their 

adjustments as they go into 2018. I think that'll be really exciting to watch."017 

The key will be the steps the younger hurlers make. While only Marquez finished the season in the rotation -- a situation 

the Rockies have addressed by delaying the offseason throwing programs of the starters -- opponents still saw plenty 

of them. And since Marquez led Major League rookies with 11 wins and Freeland and Senzatela tied for second with 10, 

opponents will be motivated to counter their effectiveness. 
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"We've got to guard a little bit against the sophomore season of four guys specifically -- Freeland, Marquez, Senzatela 

and Hoffman," second-year manager Bud Black said. "Those guys won some games for us last year, made a lot of starts 

for us. Tyler Anderson, Jon Gray, Chad Bettis, those guys, in my opinion, are still growing. They're not finished. Chad's 

game is pretty solidified. Chad is in a place where there's not a lot that he needs to work on or do. He just has to just 

continue to refine and perfect his game." 

The arrival last season of Black, a former Major League starting pitcher and pitching coach who also ran strong staffs as 

manager of the Padres from 2007-15, helped the young starters on their entry to the Majors. The Rockies had already put 

their efforts into development, starting with the hiring of Mark Wiley as director of pitching operations in '12, followed by 

the hirings of pitching coach Steve Foster and bullpen coach Darren Holmes. Black topped off the group. The hope is his 

presence continues to shorten the learning curve for the young starters. 

. 11th, 2017 

"[Black has] added a pretty natural presence that way," Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich said. "He's combined with 

Steve, Darren, Mark Wiley and [Minor League pitching coordinator] Darryl Scott, and a lot of people who have worked with 

our Major League, Triple-A grouping. Buddy's added a nice calmness and a nice experience piece to that. I would say 

there are very few of those veteran-type pitchers that stick around in one place. It's a little bit different than it used to be 

with Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine, [Adam] Wainwright -- 15 years straight in one place." 

But let's not look at 15 years just yet. The young rotation and revamped bullpen are causes for optimism, and there is a 

lineup that produces runs, plus a stellar infield defense. But there's also quite a bit of time for Spring Training's wildness -- 

injuries and surprises. 

"You don't want to look too far ahead," third baseman Nolan Arenado said. "You want to make sure it's one step at a time 

-- go to Spring Training, try to stay healthy and go from there. But there's an excitement. Sometimes there's a little too 

much excitement, you look past it and then the games start to catch up on you and you're a few games behind. So we've 

got to take it one step at a time." 
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Bridich denies contract talks with Ichiro 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 12th, 2018 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- General manager Jeff Bridich dismissed a report on Monday that suggested the Rockies were in 

talks with veteran star outfielder Ichiro Suzuki, claiming it to be untrue. 

In this slow free-agent offseason, Ichiro -- who played for the Marlins the last three seasons while extending his Major 

League hit total to 3,080 -- has contemplated returning to Japan if an MLB team doesn't come through with a contract. 

Monday's story on the Sanspro site identified a spokesman as saying (translated via Google), "I heard that there is talk 

from Rockies," and that agent John Boggs is in contact with every Major League team except the Marlins. 

However, Bridich warded off the story in a text. 

Bridich declined to discuss which free agents the club is negotiating with. However, it was learned recently that Mark 

Reynolds, the starting first baseman the last two seasons, and Carlos Gonzalez, who represented the team in three All-

Star Games and was a fixture in right field, are among possible targets. 

The Rockies have a full 40-man Major League roster, have Gerardo Parra -- capable of playing all three outfield spots -- 

back for the end of his three-year, $27.5 million contract, and are chock full of young players looking for breakouts. First 

basemen Ryan McMahon and Jordan Patterson and outfielders David Dahl, Raimel Tapia and Mike Tauchman, in 

particular, have a chance to advance their careers. 

But the idea of adding a veteran bat is appealing, as well. And the Rockies have versatile regular Ian Desmond, who will 

start at first base or in the outfield depending on roster makeup. 

Desmond at first base, Part II: Desmond played shortstop with the Nationals from 2009-15 and in the outfield with the 

Rangers in '16, before signing with the Rockies for five years and $70 million to play first base. The position switch went 

by the wayside when Desmond was hit in the left hand by a pitch last spring and Reynolds, who took over in his place, 

produced in the first half. 

But Rockies manager Bud Black said Monday that he believes Desmond should become more comfortable at first base if 

the roster dictates he play there, and he can slide to the outfield if that's more beneficial. 
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"Ian will be at first base in the spring, he'll be in left field in the spring, and we'll see how it all shakes out," Black said. "But 

Ian will be on the field." 

Desmond wound up playing 67 games in the outfield -- 66 of which were in left -- and 27 at first base. But asked whether 

he feels comfortable with Desmond at first, Black said, "Absolutely, no doubt. This guy was a shortstop." The thought is a 

player who has the footwork and athletic ability to play short can play anywhere on the field. 

Gonzalez working toward health: Rayan Gonzalez, a right-hander, was a 21st-round pick in 2012 who earned a 40-

man Major League roster spot with a strong 2016 (49 strikeouts in 52 innings at Double-A Hartford, 12 strikeouts to two 

walks in 11 2/3 Arizona Fall League innings) is progressing in his return from Tommy John surgery. 

Hurt in camp last year, Gonzalez is at the point where he is playing catch, and he will participate in fielding drills early in 

the spring. It's not clear when he will be ready for game action, but once he regains his 94-96-mph fastball with cutting 

action, he can quickly regain his spot on the Major League radar. 

Almost time: The Rockies are scheduled for physicals on Tuesday and will have the first workout for pitchers and 

catchers Wednesday. 

Blackmon rising: Center fielder Charlie Blackmon was ranked third on MLB Network's Top 10 Center Fielders Right 

Now!, which was released Saturday. In keeping with a career that has seen him improve with each season, Blackmon 

rose four spots from where he was on last year's list. Additionally, third baseman Nolan Arenado came in second at his 

position, second baseman DJ LeMahieu fifth, and shortstop Trevor Storywas ninth. 

Starting Wednesday and over a three-day period, MLB Network will release its "Top 100 Players Right Now!" There are 

two countdown shows Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, starting at 7 p.m. MT. 
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Rockies roster provides much room for speculation 
Plenty of options regarding outfield, starting rotation 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com 
Feb. 9th, 2018 
 
DENVER -- The Spring Training competition for the Rockies' Opening Day roster is just part of the yet-to-be-written story 

of the 2018 season. In this first of several installments predicting the season-opening roster between now and Opening 

Day, keep in mind that it's likely every name mentioned here will be a factor -- possibly a deciding one -- when the games 

begin for real. 

All you have to do is look at 2017. Infielder Pat Valaika didn't make the Opening Day roster, but by year's end he had 16 

pinch-hit RBIs -- most in Major League history for a rookie since the MLB rookie rule was established in 1958. Pitcher Jeff 

Hoffman, like Valaika, began the year at Albuquerque, but filled in when needed, and had three key wins in May and 

June to help keep a strong team start going. The roster for the 11-8 National League Wild Card Game loss to the D-backs 

included outfielders Raimel Tapiaand Mike Tauchman, who were also midseason callups. 

So, let's take an early peek at how the Rockies may look on March 29, when the regular season opens at Arizona. Don't 

worry if your favorite doesn't make this cut; this is the cyberspace equivalent of writing lightly in pencil, with an eraser 

tracing behind. 

Catcher: Chris Iannetta, Tony Wolters 

Iannetta figures to catch about 100 games. Wolters, who started much of last season, offers a left-handed hitting 

complement and has made a mark defensively. Another option is right-handed hitting Tom Murphy, who has top-shelf 

power and can truly compete if his defense and leadership advance. Also, if there is an injury -- especially to Iannetta -- 

expect the Rockies to sign a veteran, the way they did last year when they brought in Ryan Hanigan. 

First base: Ian Desmond, Ryan McMahon 

Desmond was signed for the position ahead of the 2017 season, but never fully learned it because of a broken hand last 

spring and two bouts with right calf strains. McMahon is coming off a standout Minor League season, and can be eased 

into the job. Desmond also can start in the outfield. If McMahon struggles in his big opportunity, lefty-hitting Jordan 

Patterson -- a contributor in 2016 who spent 2017 at Albuquerque -- could make his mark. 

Second base: DJ LeMahieu. 10th, 2017 
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Shortstop: Trevor Story 

Third base: Nolan Arenado. 10th, 2017 

Outfield: Charlie Blackmon, Gerardo Parra, David Dahl, Desmond, Tapia 

 

Last year's MLB batting leader, Blackmon, will reprise his role as the Rockies' primary centerfielder. 

 

If the Rockies don't re-sign Carlos Gonzalez, they have plenty of options to compete for left-field playing time if Desmond 

should get time in left when McMahon is at first base, and Parra should get time in left when Desmond is at first. Dahl, 

Desmond, Tapia and Mike Tauchman also will compete for roster spots and playing time.  

 

On days when he isn't in left, Parra will be the primary right fielder, with Dahl, Tapia and Tauchman competing for time 

there as well. All of the Rockies' outfielders have experience in center, so any could spell Blackmon if necessary. 

Utility: Pat Valaika 

Starting rotation: Jon Gray, Tyler Anderson, Chad Bettis, German Marquez, Kyle Freeland 

This combination of starters make for good left-right balance. That said, a pair of righties, Hoffman and Antonio 

Senzatela, had their moments last season, and will have something to say about the makeup of the rotation.. 12th, 2018 

Bullpen: Wade Davis, Bryan Shaw, Jake McGee, Adam Ottavino, Mike Dunn, Chris Rusin, Carlos Estevez, Scott 

Oberg 

The Rockies spent a total of $133 million on three-year contracts for Davis, Shaw and McGee, with Davis projected to 

serve as closer. Ottavino and McGee have had success in setup roles, and Rusin has starred in a multi-use role and may 

be the pitcher the Rockies would have the hardest time replacing. 

Estevez and Oberg developed late last season and were trusted enough to use in the Wild Card Game. They could push 

into later roles. However, they will be challenged by lefty Zac Rosscup, whom left-handed batters went 0-for-15 against 

last season, and righty Jairo Diaz, who pitched in four games last year in his comeback following (right) Tommy John 

surgery in 2016. 
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Valaika offers Rox young clutch bat off bench 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 8th, 2018 
 
DENVER -- Pinch-hitting is often the domain of fellows with a little white in the whiskers. Well, at 25, all the Rockies' Pat 

Valaika can offer is a goatee when he lets it grow. 

Oh yeah. Facial hair, and outstanding hitting numbers. 

Last year as a rookie, Valaika led Major League pinch-hitters in runs (12), doubles (eight) and extra-base hits (12), while 

tying for the lead in homers (four) and driving in 16 runs -- most for a rookie pinch-hitter since the MLB rookie rule was 

established in 1958. 

The extra-base hits tied for the club record with John Vander Wal (1995) and Greg Norton (2003). Valaika homered in 

consecutive pinch-hit appearances on July 23 at Pittsburgh and July 24 at St. Louis to match Mark Sweeney (2004). All 

three of the players he equaled were established Major Leaguers when they held the job in purple pinstripes. 

"I knew it was hard, but I was never going to use that as an excuse," said Valaika, who began the 2017 season at Triple-A 

Albuquerque, but didn't go back after being called up on April 18. "It was my job to do. I took it as if I'm not succeeding 

and performing at it, then somebody else will be. 

"I'm going to do my best. That worked out for me. There are going to be stretches where you're not going to get a hit for a 

while. There will be stretches where five in a row I might get a hit. You've got to stay very even.", 2017 

Valaika, a shortstop at UCLA, saw action at five positions. His first 2017 start was in left field, a position he had barely 

played and appeared at just once the rest of the year. He mostly played shortstop, where he started 16 of his 22 

appearances, and he saw time at third base (16 games), second (six) and first (one). While he hit just .210 as a starter, 

Valaika hit eight of his 13 homers and slugged a solid .457 in that role. 

Valaika said shortstop is his most natural position -- important because with Jonathan Herrera's decision to sign with the 

Tigers, Valaika is the only shortstop on the Rockies' 40-man Major League roster besides starter Trevor Story. But 

Valaika is ready to fill in where manager Bud Black needs him. 
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"I'm always ready to step in anywhere -- be it shortstop, be it third base, be it second base," Valaika said. "That was my 

role last year. I'm just going to expand on it, hopefully get some opportunities at different positions. My role is to be ready 

whenever Bud needs me. 

"At shortstop, I'm very comfortable. Kind of like riding a bike. You never lose it just because I played there for six or seven 

years. Now it's learning the other positions and getting that same feeling of being comfortable at those. It's important 

because they don't want to stick me in a position where I have no clue what to do." 
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Jeff Hoffman, armed with new attitude, aims to make Rockies’ rotation 
Centerpiece of Troy Tulowitzki trade plans to learn from rough 2017 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 12, 2018 at 7:14 pm | UPDATED: February 12, 2018 at 8:09 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Being the odd man out was not part of Jeff Hoffman‘s blueprint last spring. 

The right-hander was ultra confident he would be a key member of the Rockies’ starting rotation when the regular season 

opened. But Hoffman didn’t come close to reaching his goal. He was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque with 10 days left in 

spring training, having pitched just  5 ⅔ Cactus League innings. 

The sting of that demotion, and the lessons learned, have stayed with Hoffman. Now he believes he’s in a better place as 

the Rockies officially open camp Wednesday with workouts for pitchers and catchers. 

“Coming in last year, I didn’t really have the best outlook,” Hoffman said Monday. “Being one of the guys who got called 

up (in 2016), I felt like I almost had a step up on some of the other young guys, which was not good.” 

Did Hoffman, the ninth overall pick of the 2014 draft and cornerstone of the 2015 trade that sent shortstop Troy Tulowitkzi 

to Toronto, feel like he was entitled to a spot in the rotation? 

“No, not entitled,” he said. “But it was almost like I was trying to guide those other young guys. I didn’t need to be doing 

that. I just needed to worry more about taking care of myself and learning what I needed to learn.” 

This spring, Hoffman, 25, is one of seven pitchers battling for five spots in the rotation. He has a lot to prove, but his new 

attitude pleases manager Bud Black. 

“I think that’s great, I really do,” Black said. “For me, that encompasses maturity. The sooner the player has that self-

realization of who he is, and where he is maturity-wise, that’s a beautiful thing. 

“There is no doubt the talent is there, but — and Jeff has said this to me — there are times (when) players have an 

unrealistic evaluation of who they are and what really they can do. And I think Jeff learned a lot through what he went 

through last season.” 

Roller coaster is an apt description of Hoffman’s 2017 season that concluded with a 6-5 record and a 5.89 ERA. After 

getting called up from Triple-A, it looked like, for a time, that Hoffman had turned the corner. In three dominating starts 



    

10 
 

against the Phillies, ,Padres and Cubs in late May and early June, he pitched 20 ⅓ innings, allowing just three earned 

runs on 10 hits, while striking out 22 and walking only one. 

But with July and August came some command issues, a drop in fastball velocity and an increase in home runs allowed. 

When Atlanta mashed four home runs off him in 4 ⅓ innings on Aug. 17, Hoffman was sent back to Triple-A. The Rockies 

brought him back up in September as a mop-up reliever, but did poorly, allowing 11 runs and seven walks in 7 ⅔ innings. 

Hoffman views this spring as a fresh start, but the goal remains the same: make the starting rotation, albeit with a different 

approach. 

“I was a little bit mad at myself last year, for putting myself behind the eight-ball a little bit,” he said. “It was definitely hard 

for me to get sent down at the beginning and see all of the success the other guys were having. To not be a part of that 

was hard. 

“But now, looking back on it, I think it was a good growing experience. It was a transition year and in the long run I think it 

will make me better.” 
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Rockies inexperienced at first base, but confident in Ian Desmond, Ryan McMahon 
There’s still a chance club will sign a veteran such as Mark Reynolds 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
February 12, 2018 at 8:38 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — The Rockies’ plan for first base, at least right now, features the trio of rookie Ryan McMahon, 

versatile veteran Ian Desmond and utility man Pat Valaika. 

Desmond has 22 big-league starts at the position, McMahon three and Valaika one. That’s certainly not much experience 

on defense. Manager Bud Black, however, is confident things will work out during spring training. He also stressed that 

Desmond, who signed a five-year, $70 million contract before last season, will be a fixture in Colorado’s lineup. 

“There is a competition for a number of spots on our roster, first base being one of them, an outfield spot being another,” 

Black said Monday. “Ian will fill one of those spots. Ian will be at first base in the spring and he’ll be in left field in the 

spring. We’ll see how it all shakes out, but Ian will be on the field.” 

Asked to evaluate Desmond’s skills as a first baseman, Black said: “Fine. Good. This guy was a shortstop!” 

Translation: The skills Desmond displayed in 889 career games at short before coming to the Rockies can transfer to first 

base. 

There remains a chance that the Rockies could still sign a veteran free-agent first baseman. Mark Reynolds, who batted 

.267 and hit 30 home runs last season, is still available and has said he would like to return to Colorado. However, he is 

seeking a guaranteed big-league contract, as opposed to the minor-league deal he signed last year. 

Rusin ready. Chris Rusin, Colorado’s bullpen’s “Swiss Army knife” last season, does not appear to be in the mix for the 

rotation this spring. That’s OK with Rusin, who was the team’s most consistent reliever last season, going 5-1 with a 2.65 

ERA over 85 innings, the most among National League relievers. He was used in both long relief and in some clutch, 

short-inning situations. He likes that role. 

“It kept me on my toes,” the left-hander said. “I was always ready to come into any situation. Even when I wasn’t ready, I 

was able to get ready quickly and get in there and be able to do that.” 

Gonzalez mending. Promising right-hander Rayan Gonzalez, who underwent Tommy John surgery last spring, is making 

steady progress, but he’s not throwing off the mound yet. Gonzalez will be be playing catch and taking part in pitcher’s 

fielding drills. 
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Rockies’ promising starting rotation has chance to become best in team history 
Seven pitchers will compete for five spots during spring training 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 11, 2018 at 6:00 am | UPDATED: February 12, 2018 at 2:23 am 
 
There is a chance — a chance, mind you — that the Rockies will put their best starting rotation in franchise history on the 

mound this season. 

That tantalizing possibility is predicated on many things, but certainly, two things must happen. One, the Rockies’ core of 

young pitchers must stay healthy. Two, those pitchers must continue the maturation that began last season. 

The quest begins in earnest Wednesday at Salt River Fields in Scottsdale, Ariz., when pitchers and catchers gather for 

the first official workout of spring training. It promises to be an intriguing camp, with seven pitchers competing for five slots 

in the rotation. 

The seven: right-handers Jon Gray (age 26), Chad Bettis (28), German Marquez (22), Antonio Senzatela (23) and Jeff 

Hoffman (25); and left-handers Tyler Anderson (28) and Kyle Freeland (24). As a unit last season, those seven (plus Tyler 

Chatwood, who signed with the Cubs as a free agent in December), went 63-56 while compiling a 4.59 ERA, the fifth-

lowest ERA in franchise history. 

“Last season spoke really highly of those guys,” said Bettis, who battled back from testicular cancer to make nine starts. 

“For them to be able to step up in that position, on the big stage, was huge. And none of them took it for granted, which 

was awesome. They have all been down here in (Arizona) working to get better. It’s a tight group. We’re all pushing each 

other to be better.” 

With Bettis out of action for much of last season while he battled cancer, and with Gray going on the disabled list April 14 

because of a broken bone in his left foot, it looked as though the Rockies’ 2017 season would be a bust. Instead, the 

Rockies won 87 games and made it to the playoffs for the first time in eight years. 

“The success our young pitchers had gave them a little more fuel for this year,” Bettis said. “I mean, the critics came in 

and said, ‘Oh, the Rockies are falling apart with their pitching staff.’ So for those guys to step up was huge. At the same 

time, I think those guys understand what it will take to get better this season.” 
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Improved pitch command, especially in key situations, as well as cutting down on walks, will be the primary focus this 

spring. Last year, the Rockies’ starters posted an 18.9 percent strikeout rate and an 8.4 percent walk rate, both among the 

worst of teams that made it to the playoffs. 

“Our pitching staff — with the exception of a couple guys — historically and statistically, have a walk habit,” manager Bud 

Black said. “We have to do a better job of both coaching them and them making some adjustments in their game to be 

better strike throwers, especially in certain counts.” 

Colorado’s starters were given directives to work on specifics of their game over the winter. For Freeland, who finished 

11-11 with a 4.10 ERA in his rookie season, the mission was to sharpen his delivery. 

“The biggest change is a more consistent delivery and my direction on the mound — finishing more toward the plate,” he 

said. “That’s gotten much better. That’s helping command, it’s helping velocity, it’s helping a whole bunch of things, all 

rolled into one simple thing.” 

Marquez, who went 11-7 with a 4.39 ERA and led big-league rookies with 14 quality starts, spent the offseason in his 

native Venezuela working on adding a serviceable third pitch. His 95 mph fastball and 80 mph curveball make for a 

wicked one-two punch, but Marquez knows he needs a third pitch if he wants to take the next step. 

“I’ve been working on my changeup and my slider,” he said. “Right now, the change is better than the slider. I feel like I 

am getting comfortable with it.” 

Anderson could be on the verge of a breakout season. Last year, he missed all of July and August after arthroscopic 

surgery on his left knee, but he returned in fine form. He was 3-1 with a 1.19 ERA with 18 strikeouts vs. just three walks in 

his final four appearances of the season, flashing the promise that made him a first-round draft pick in 2011. 

“My knee finally felt strong after the surgery, and I think I had better command when I came back,” Anderson said. 

Black expects his rotation to be better this year, but he knows it’s no sure thing. 

“We have to guard against a little bit of a sophomore season, with four guys specifically — Freeland, Senzatela, Marquez 

and Hoffman,” he said. “The guys aren’t going to jump on the scene like they did last year. There’s a book on these guys 

now, especially within our own division. So they have to get better. It comes down to consistency.” 
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For Gray, the next step is gigantic. He finished 10-4 with a 3.67 ERA, but his 2017 season was tarnished by his poor 

performance in the wild-card playoff loss at Arizona. The Diamondbacks ripped him for four runs on seven hits, and he 

recorded only four outs. 

“Jon has been very up front and honest about what happened that night,” Black said. “He’s confronted it head on, and I’m 

proud of how he handled that aftermath. He’s going to grow from this experience.” 

Gray understands that the Rockies want him to rise to the level of a bona fide ace. 

“An ace is a guy who is almost guaranteed to win every game, like (Clayton) Kershaw,” Gray said. “But not every team 

has that guy. I mean, maybe only seven or eight really do. But that’s the goal, and that’s where you want to be. I’m not 

there yet, I know that.” 

Injuries, of course, are the wild card that could spoil the Rockies’ hopes. Even with Bettis and Gray missing significant 

time a season ago, the Rockies needed only eight starters last year. It’s rare for any team, especially the Rockies, to 

make it through the season without utilizing 10 or more starters. That’s why depth is so important. 

Colorado’s 40-man major-league roster includes right-handers Yency Almonte and Zach Jemiola and lefty Sam 

Howard — all of whom pitched for Triple-A Albuquerque last year. Promising lefty Harrison Musgrave returns as a 

nonroster invitee. He was considered for the opening-day roster last year but then suffered a season-ending finger injury 

early on in Triple-A. 

Right-hander Ryan Castellani, who turns 22 on April 1, returns for his second big-league camp after pitching all of last 

season for Double-A Hartford. He’s another young pitcher who bears watching this spring. 

 

 

 

 

 



    

15 
 

Rockies spring training preview: Young starting rotation looking to build on success 
Tyler Anderson: “This is going to be a fun group to be a part of” 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 9, 2018 at 5:37 pm | UPDATED: February 9, 2018 at 5:39 pm 
 
Rockies left-hander Tyler Anderson, who returned from a knee injury to finish last season with a flourish, has some 

thoughts about his fellow starting pitchers as spring training nears. 

“This is going to be a fun group to be a part of,” said Anderson, who, after going 3-1 with 1.19 ERA in his last four 

appearances last season, projects as Colorado’s No. 2 starter. “I’m excited. There is going to be competition in camp and 

I think that’s a good thing.” 

Anderson, perhaps the most cerebral of all of Colorado’s young pitchers, was asked to play word association about his 

fellow starters. He had some interesting things to say: 

— Right-hander Antonio Senzatela: “Fearless.” 

— Right-hander German Marquez:  “Nasty.” 

— Lefty Kyle Freeland: “Competitive.” 

— Righty Jeff Hoffman: “Smooth.” 

— Righty Jon Gray: “Powerful and talented.” 

— Righty Chad Bettis: “Experienced, a leader.” 

— Himself: “Wow, I don’t know. How about tricky?” 

Those seven aforementioned pitchers will begin vying for five spots in the rotation when pitchers and catchers hold their 

first official spring training workout on Tuesday at Salt Rivers Fields in Scottsdale, Ariz. Should injuries occur, and there’s 

always an injury or two during spring, some talented minor-league pitchers will also get their shot. 

Second-year manager Bud Black is eager to continue molding the rotation, but he knows there is much work ahead for 

the four who were rookies in 2017. 

“We have to guard against a little bit of a sophomore season, with four guys specifically — Freeland, Senzatela, Marquez 

and Hoffman,” he said. “The guys aren’t going to jump on the scene like they did last year. There’s a book on these guys 

now, especially within our own division. So they have to get better. It comes down to consistency.” 
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PLAYER PROFILES 

Tyler Anderson — A gimpy lefty knee that required arthroscopic knee surgery on July 3 wiped out much of his season. 

After being reinstated from the 60-day disabled list on Sept. 10, he finished 3-1 with a 1.19 ERA and just three walks vs. 

18 strikeouts in four appearances (three starts). 

Anderson’s combination of a moving fastball and an effective changeup enables him to keep hitters off balance. This 

figures to be his breakout season. 

Chad Bettis — Made nine starts after recovering from a treatment for testicular cancer, finishing 2-4 with a 5.05 

ERA. Given all that Bettis endured, it’s difficult to judge his 2017 season, but it was clear that his fastball velocity dipped 

considerably. It averaged 90.1 mph, down from 92.8 mph in 2016 and considerably slower than the 93.9 mph fastball he 

threw in 2014. 

But Bettis, now cancer free and feeling fit, believes his velocity will rebound. Black especially likes how Bettis manages a 

game, so it’s likely that Bettis will make the rotation. 

Kyle Freeland — He admits he got tired both mentally and physically over the long haul of his first big-league season, but 

Freeland still put up some impressive rookie numbers. He tied for first in victories (11), third in innings pitched (156) and 

seventh in strikeouts (107), while ranking third in ERA (4.10, minimum 15 starts). 

Jon Gray — If you throw out his meltdown in the wild-card playoff loss at Arizona, Gray had a terrific season, finishing 10-

4 with a 3.67 ERA and 112  strikeouts vs. 30 walks over 20 starts. Moreover, Gray went 5-1 with a 3.13 ERA at Coors 

Field, a place where he’s learned to make his slider and curveball behave. 

From July 25 through the end of the season, Gray pitched like a true ace, ranking tied for first in the NL in wins (seven), 

second in ERA (2.64), third in innings pitched (78 ⅓), sixth in strikeouts (80) and second in strikeouts-to-walk ratio (5.00). 

His goal is to pitch that way for an entire season and break back some nastiness to his curveball. 

Jeff Hoffman — The centerpiece of the 2015 trade that sent shortstop Troy Tulowitzki to Toronto, is still searching for his 

big-league footing. He’s 6-9 with a 5.65 ERA in 22 major-league starts. He’s talented but has been inconsistent, which is 

why he spent a lot of the 2017 season in Triple-A. 

German Marquez — Coming off an excellent rookie season, he’s working on adding a changeup and a slider to his 95 

mph fastball and nasty curveball. The right-hander led all big-league rookies with 14 quality starts, marking the 

second consecutive season that a Rockies pitcher led the majors in quality starts by a rookie. Gray had 16 in 2016. 
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When he was at his best last season, Marquez was dominant. From July 7 to Aug. 8, he made six consecutive quality 

starts, going 4-0 with a 2.95 ERA, walking only 10 and striking out 41 strikeouts. Opponents batted just .212 over that 

span. 

However, he faded toward the end of the season, going 1-2 with a 5.28 ERA in six starts in September. 

Antonio Senzatela — He was named National League rookie of the month for April after posting a 3-1 record with a 2.81 

ERA and performed well overall. But with the Rockies keeping a close watch on his workload, he became a full-time 

reliever in September. He fared well coming out of the bullpen, recording a 3.04 ERA, with 23 strikeouts vs. only eight 

walks in 16 appearances. Senzatela, however, said he has been told he’ll enter camp as a full-time starter. 

Senzatela was essentially a two-pitch pitcher last season (fastball, slider), but he’s trying to master a curve in an effort to 

keep hitters honest. He also wants to gain better command of his slider, a pitch that is wicked when it breaks sharply, but 

easily hit when it spins over the plate. 

Others to watch — The Rockies were remarkably healthy last season, needing only eight starter for the entire season. 

That kind of good fortune often doesn’t last, which is why the Rockies will likely have to reach into their farm system for 

help at some point. 

That means a number of young pitchers will get a long look during camp. The  40-man roster includes right-

handers Yency Almonte and Zach Jemiola and lefty Sam Howard — all of whom pitched at Triple-A Albuquerque last 

year. Promising lefty Harrison Musgrave returns as a non-roster invitee. He was considered for the opening-day roster last 

year but then suffered a season-ending finger injury early on at Triple-A. 

Right-hander Ryan Castellani, who turns 22 on April 1, returns for his second big-league camp after pitching all last 

season at Double-A Hartford. He’s another young pitcher who bears watching this spring. 
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Rockies spring training preview: Colorado spent big on a bullpen. Will it work? 
The Rockies re-raised on relievers. 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 8, 2018 at 2:59 pm | UPDATED: February 9, 2018 at 11:36 am 
 

In an odd offseason, baseball’s hot stove cooled to frigid. Teams nearly across the board suddenly grew reluctant to 

spend money on free agents. The Rockies, though, were a notable exception. 

Colorado general manager Jeff Bridich doled out $104 million to the club’s bullpen alone. And the Rockies became one of 

baseball’s biggest winter spenders. 

Fresh off their first postseason appearance since 2009 and their first winning season since 2010, the Rockies enter 2018 

facing perhaps their biggest expectations in 25 years. The Rockies kick off spring training Wednesday at Salt River Fields 

in Scottsdale, Ariz., when pitchers and catchers officially report. 

By some measures, the Rockies bullpen was the second-best unit in the National League last season, with a combined 

WAR (wins above replacement) that trailed only the Dodgers, according to Fangraphs. 

And then the Rockies re-raised. 

Bridich let closer Greg Holland walk into free agency and replaced him with former Royals and Cubs closer Wade Davis. 

On paper, that’s an upgrade. Bridich also added former Cleveland setup man Bryan Shaw to replace the departed Pat 

Neshek. And he re-signed lefty Jake McGee. 

Those three players accounted for the biggest position spending spree in baseball during the winter. 

They will be joined by longman lefty Chris Rusin, the linchpin in Bud Black’s bullpen usage last year; right-handed slider 

specialist Adam Ottavino, who is looking to bounce back from a sour season; Scott Oberg, who can touch 100 mph on his 

fastball; lefty Mike Dunn; and big, hard-throwing Carlos Estevez. 

PLAYER PROFILES 

RHP Wade Davis — The Rockies gave Davis the largest free-agent contract for a reliever in baseball history, based on 

annual average, at $17.3 million. They did it for one reason: “There’s a lot to like,” Bridich said. “His track record speaks 

for itself. And his experience pitching in important games, in playoff games, the presence that he has at the back end, is 

important. He’s earned a lot of trust.” 
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LHP Jake McGee — “As a bullpen last year, it didn’t matter if you threw the seventh, eighth or ninth,” said McGee, who 

re-signed in December for three years and $27 million, with a club option for the fourth year. With McGee and Shaw, the 

Rockies can handle the eighth inning based on matchups. Although McGee has been right-left proof through most of his 

career. 

RHP Bryan Shaw — Last season, Shaw was the primary setup man for Cleveland closer Cody Allen, finishing with a 3.52 

ERA. His cutter forces a lot of groundouts, which could play well at Coors Field. And Shaw is durable: Since 2011, he has 

the third-most appearances in the majors. 

LHP Chris Rusin — By ERA-plus, a park-adjusted stat that accounts for Coors Field weirdness, Rusin was the Rockies’ 

best pitcher last year, at 189 (well above the league average of 100). 

RHP Adam Ottavino — Remember that horrific outing on a hot day in L.A. on June 25? Ottavino threw four wild pitches 

and gave up six runs in one inning. His season was similarly off-point. But his season-ending numbers were essentially 

league average, indicating potential for a bounce back. 

RHP Scott Oberg — In that same series in L.A., Oberg touched 100 mph. His stuff was always there, but the 27-year-old 

is climbing up the big-league learning curve. 

LHP Mike Dunn — In the second year of a three-year, $19 million deal, Dunn could fall well into the role of left-on-left 

matchup guy, with versatility. 

RHP Carlos Estevez — He shuttled between the bigs and Triple-A last season, as the Rockies tried to correct some 

mechanical issues that made for some wild rides. But now 25, Estevez has the raw stuff to blow by big-league hitters. 
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Fans’ guide to Rockies 2018 spring training at Talking Stick 
First Cactus League game is Feb. 23 vs. D-backs 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
February 9, 2018 at 6:00 am 
 
Spring training complex and ballpark 

Salt River Fields at Talking Stick (7555 North Pima Road, Scottsdale, Ariz.) has been the Rockies’ spring home since 

2011. The complex includes an 11,000-seat capacity ballpark, 12 practice fields and office buildings that include the 

major- and minor-league clubhouses and training facilities. The complex is near Indian Bend Road and the 101 Freeway. 

Key Dates 

• Tuesday: First official workout for pitchers and catchers 

• Feb. 19:  First official workout for position players 

• Feb. 23: First Cactus League game, vs. Diamondbacks, 1:10 p.m. Salt River Field 

How to watch 

Workouts, practices and “B-squad” games are open to the public at no charge. However, certain areas are restricted and 

are not open to the public. Salt Rivers Fields is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. during spring training. 

Ticket information 

Fans can purchase tickets at the Salt River Fields ticket office, the Coors Field ticket office, all Rockies Dugout Store 

locations, online at rockies.com/spring, by calling (888) 490-0383 or by calling (480) 362-9467 (WINS). Service charges 

apply for online orders and orders over the phone. 

For additional Rockies spring training information, call (303) ROCKIES (762-5437). 

Tickets for all games at Salt River Fields run from $13-$40. General admission lawn seating, which holds 4,000 people, 

will start at $13-$19 and tickets for 7,000 reserved seats range from $24-$40. The Rockies Plan, which offers tickets to 

each of the 16 Rockies home games at Salt River Fields, ranges in price from $208-$544. Those prices are subject to 

change. 
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Contender quandaries and job fights: Five big spring question marks 
Travis Sawchik | ESPN.com  

Major league teams open camps this week in the most unusual of circumstances. For a variety of reasons, there are an 

unprecedented number of quality free agents remaining unsigned, including nine of FanGraphs' top-20-rated free agents. 

For a reference point, 19 of FanGraphs' top 20 free agents had signed by Jan. 23 last offseason. The Yankees and 

Dodgers have combined to spend just $12 million on free agents, which speaks to a number of the factors at play: the 

influence of a more punitive luxury tax, the seemingly uniform belief clubs have in the inefficiency of free-agent spending 

and teams holding back cash to court the talent available in next year's historic class. 

The game is in an era of extremes. A record number of home runs were hit last season, the product of increased launch 

angles, a willingness to trade contact for power -- and perhaps a juiced ball. By FanGraphs' PITCHf/x data, velocity has 

increased every year since 2008. Relievers continue to soak up more and more innings. Even the way teams are 

constructed has become more extreme. More teams are being rebuilt in a more dramatic manner, in an NBA-like tanking 

fashion following the path of the Chicago Cubs and Houston Astros. There are a growing number of have-nots and super 

teams. For example, eight teams posted run differentials of 100 runs or greater last season; in 2011, 2012 and 2014, only 

four teams exceeded 100-plus run differentials. But in the same season, on the negative side of the ledger, nine teams 

had run differentials of minus-90 or worse in 2017, the most since 2007. 

 

The game is at an unusual place, and because of it, there are contending teams -- and some teams in that middle ground 

that could contend -- with considerable question marks that remain unaddressed as spring training approaches. The good 

news? There is still time to answer these questions, and there is plenty of talent available. 

Question No. 2: Can the Colorado Rockies get production at the corners? 

Historically, the Rockies have had issues pitching in their mile-high environment. But coming off their wild-card berth a 

season ago, interestingly, pitching is not their problem. Their rotation produced an ERA- of 91 last season (ERA- takes 

into account ballpark and league run environment), which ranked seventh in baseball. Rather, the Rockies' issue is an 

offense that produced a weighted runs created-plus mark (or wRC+, which adjusts to league and ballpark scoring 

environments) of just 87, with 100 the league average. Only the Pirates, Giants and Padres had weaker offenses in the 

majors. 
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There are some particular problem areas -- and all at traditional run-production positions. 

The Rockies' right fielders posted a 79 wRC+ last season, 28th in the game, and they ranked 29th in their first-base 

production (87 wRC+). Perhaps former prospect David Dahl could remain healthy, and perhaps the Rockies can get more 

out of Ian Desmond. But FanGraphs' projections are bearish, projecting the Rockies to rank 27th in first-base production 

(1.0 fWAR), 28th in right-field production (0.3) and 30th among left fielders (minus-0.4) this season. Those forecasts are 

among the greatest lineup holes among all potential contenders. 

The Rockies have been one of the few aggressive teams this offseason. Until the Cubs signed Yu Darvish for $126 

million, the Rockies led baseball with a cumulative $114 million dollars guaranteed to free agents signed this offseason, 

and they did so by focusing on bolstering their bullpen with top relief arms such as Wade Davis, Bryan Shaw and Jake 

McGee. But there is a case to be made that if the Rockies are to return to the postseason, they will need to keep 

spending. Plenty of upgrades remain available, from big-ticket items such as J.D. Martinez (imagine Martinez's bat in 

Coors Field) and Eric Hosmer to cheaper alternatives such as Logan Morrison and Lucas Duda. 

The Rockies have been the aggressors this offseason, but a 74-win PECOTA projection and an 80-win FanGraphs 

forecast suggest they still have holes they need to fill. 
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The Rockies Ought to Consider Becoming a Mystery Team 
by Travis Sawchik - February 12, 2018 | Fangraphs 
 

While the free-agent market remains largely in a state of gridlock, a few teams have begun to zag when others are 

zigging. The Cubs, of course, have invested somewhat heavily in pitching, signing Tyler Chatwood, Yu Darvish, and 

multiple relievers. The Brewers and Mets, meanwhile, have made some of the most significant signings of the New Year, 

agreeing to terms with Lorenzo Cain (Brewers), Jay Bruce(Mets), and Todd Frazier (Mets) between them. 

While the Cubs have remained near the top of the projected standings all offseason, the Brewers and Mets entered the 

winter generally perceived as teams residing in something of a middle ground between the league’s Super Teams and 

rebuilding clubs. By investing in free agents, Milwaukee and New York are betting on themselves. It’s a refreshing 

approach in what has been objectively the slowest offseason ever. 

Perhaps more of the bubble teams will be betting on themselves as spring training nears and anxiety amongst unsigned 

players reaches even higher levels. There is likely to be a lot of value out there. There is certainly a lot of inventory. The 

shopping season is winding down. This is an after-Christmas sale of sorts. 

We’ve discussed the New Year’s Effect before at this website, and we perhaps have seen that in play with a player like 

Frazier, whom the FanGraphs crowd and Dave Cameron each projected for a three-year, $42-million deal. Frazier settled 

for a two years and just $17 million last Monday. 

In the wake of Ervin Santana’s finger surgery, Craig Edwards argued that the Twins ought to be one of those aggressive 

middle-of-the-pack teams and explore the free-agent market for a starter. Dan Szymborski estimated, for example, that 

before he signed with Chicago, Yu Darvish would have boosted the Twins’ playoff odds by 16%. That’s pretty significant! 

The Twins also get to play nearly 60 games against the Royals, Tigers, and White Sox, meaning Cleveland represents the 

only realistic impediment between them and an AL Central title. 

But for the purposes of this post, I want to focus on another bubble team that has actually been aggressive this offseason. 

The Rockies are actually second in spending this offseason behind the Cubs, according to Spotrac, having guaranteed 

$114.5 million to four players, namely free agent relievers Wade Davis, Jake McGee, and Bryan Shaw. At $105 million, 

the Brewers are the only other club to have exceeded nine figures in future salary commitments thus far this winter. The 
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Yankees and Dodgers have combined to spend $12 million — 12! — which explains a lot about what’s not been going on 

this offseason. 

Even with their spending, Colorado is projected by FanGraphs as an 80-82 clubdespite coming off a playoff appearance a 

year ago. This is a team that could use some help to improve their 2018 forecast, and plenty of help remains available on 

the market. The Rockies have just $130 million committed to 2018 payroll, according to Cot’s Baseball Contracts. The 

Rockies finished last season with a final 40-man payroll of $156 million. It appears they could still have some payroll 

space. (There’s also that $50 million MLBAM payment.) If not, this might be a year for a competitive ownership group to 

consider deficit spending. 

While the Rockies have outspent 28 other organizations to date, perhaps they ought to think about becoming even more 

aggressive. 

Colorado doesn’t need much pitching help. They have made a major commitment to upgrade their bullpen this offseason 

and are in possession of one of their best starting rotations in club history. The Rockies’ staff produced an ERA- of 91 last 

season, ranking seventh in the game and trailing only the game’s elite rotations. 

The Rockies’ problem is they posted the game’s 27th-best wRC+ (87). Only the Giants, Padres, and Pirates featured 

more anemic offenses. This is a far cry from the Blake Street Bombers. The Rockies recorded a 79 wRC+ at right field, a 

mark which ranked 28th in the game. They ranked 29th among first basemen (87 wRC+). 

The Rockies project to rank 27th in first-base production (1.0 WAR), 28th among right fielders (0.3), and 30th among left 

fielders (-0.4). Those forecasts represent some of the greatest lineup holes among all potential contenders, and the 

Rockies have three of them. That’s three positional groups that project to combine for 0.9 WAR in 2018. 

Maybe David Dahl can remain healthy. Maybe the Rockies will get more out of Ian Desmond at first base. But probability 

suggests these positions threaten to drag down the Rockies’ hopes. 

One could argue that no club could benefit more from emerging as mystery suitors for Scott Boras clients Eric 

Hosmer or J.D. Martinez than the Rockies. 
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There was some buzz around Colorado and Martinez — despite the prospect of his defense in cavernous Coors Field 

outfield — prior to last year’s trade deadline. And Jordan Freemyer of Purple Row made the case last week for the 

Rockies and Martinez. 

Wrote Freemyer: 

Martinez had a wRC+ of 166 last season and has been better than 135 in each of the last four seasons. Martinez is not 

just a great hitter. He’s also a great hitter with a profile primed to succeed playing at altitude. Martinez hit the ball in the air 

43.2 percent of the time in 2017 and led the league with a whopping 49% hard-hit rate, almost three percentage points 

more than any other hitter. 

Martinez is positioned well to dominant Coors Field. His fly-ball rate ranked 36thin the game last season, and he makes 

quality contact at an elite rate, ranking second in “barrels” per plate appearance in 2015 and 2017. He’s been one of the 

game’s truly elite hitters. While there are great concerns over how he will age and how his glove would fit in right field at 

Coors Field, he would help the Rockies right now. The concerns about the glove are real, but a Votto-like bat can produce 

significant value even with a DH-caliber glove in the field. 

Oh, the Rockies also finished seventh in the majors in plate appearances againstleft-handed pitchers, in the left-handed-

heavy NL West. 

So that’s one unemployed Boras client. How about the other high-profile bat? 

Hosmer would also be an interesting fit, would fill a need, and would do so with fewer concerns about his aging curve. 

And while fly balls play at Coors Field, everything else also plays at Coors Field — including ground balls, to which 

Hosmer is prone. 

Even if Martinez and Hosmer fail to have their initial asking prices met, they are still going to be expensive investments. 

There are great concerns over how Martinez will age and what kind of player Hosmer is. There are few obvious fits out 

there for either of them. Martinez is apparently sitting on a five-year offer from Boston and waiting on a sixth year. He 

might be waiting awhile. The most interested party in Hosmer might be Kansas City, who figure to be one of the worst 

teams in baseball in 2018. 
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There are a number of cheaper corner alternatives, as well, players like Lucas Dudaand Logan Morrison. The Rockies 

could upgrade these positions without spending nine figures. 

While free-agent deals carry risk, no team has a greater short-term need than the Rockies. They have been aggressive to 

date. Perhaps they should continue down that path. Perhaps winning the offseason could really mean something in 

Denver. 
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Colorado Rockies will lean on Ian Desmond’s leadership in 2018 

by Kevin Henry2 days ago | RoxPile 
 

Make no mistake about it, Ian Desmond had a rough year for the Colorado Rockies on the field in 2017. In his first 

season in Denver after signing a five-year, $70 million contract, Desmond couldn’t stay healthy and couldn’t 

make the transition to first base the Rockies envisioned when they inked him to a deal. 

However, there was one quality that Desmond brought to the team last season that will perhaps be in even more need 

this season. It’s not one you will find on any scoresheet or within any advanced statistic. It’s the trait of veteran leadership 

that this young Rockies team is going to need to advance to the postseason again in 2018. 

Last season, Carlos Gonzalez served often as that voice of calm when Colorado seemed to be losing its grip on the Wild 

Card spot. Media members would gather around his locker to hear his words of wisdom and he would give a message of 

encouragement that all of us would broadcast and write about for the fan base. Meanwhile, he was giving those same 

words of encouragement to his teammates as the Rockies were battling for their first postseason berth since 2009. 

With Gonzalez now likely gone, that leadership role may fall on Desmond’s shoulders. However, it won’t be a new role for 

him. It’s something that exhibited last season with the Rockies. 

I remember walking into the Rockies clubhouse during Labor Day weekend and something was different. The furniture 

had been completely rearranged. It was during a stretch when the Rockies had lost 15 of 22 games and there was plenty 

of wondering about Colorado making the postseason, despite such a great start to the season. 

Desmond had come into the clubhouse early that morning and worked with the clubhouse team to rearrange the 

furniture and give the Rockies a new perspective when they came into work that day. The next time the furniture was 

rearranged was the night the Rockies poured champagne as they celebrated grabbing the second and final Wild Card 

spot. 

It’s not like the leader role is anything new for Desmond. He was praised for it during his time with the Washington 

Nationals and Texas Rangers, with Rangers manager Jeff Bannister calling him, “a complete stud, and a true leader.” 
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Of course, the 32-year-old Desmond won’t be the only veteran voice in the clubhouse. New catcher Chris Iannetta is 34 

and the 30-year-old Gerardo Parra is always happy to let his voice be heard, in the dugout and the clubhouse. At the age 

of 32, new closer Wade Davis is one of six Rockies relievers to be 30 or older. 

But there’s more to being a leader than just gaining experience and seeing more candles on your birthday cake each 

year. It’s an innate characteristic that not everyone is born with, and not everyone shows when it matters most. 

Desmond may not have had the opportunity to showcase his skills for a full season last year, but he was contributing in 

other ways. That trend in the clubhouse will continue in 2018 and beyond … and hopefully Desmond can return to his 

health and hitting from previous seasons. If he can, his leadership and stats will be a good thing for a Rockies team that 

could potentially be looking at rookie starters at first base and corner outfielder as well as last year’s rookie phenoms on 

the mound who will be tested in their second full professional seasons. 
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