
Homecoming king: Lindor homers in return to PR 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Horns blared. Methodical claps filled Hiram Bithorn Stadium. Lights from cell phones dotted the stands. And when 
Francisco Lindor stepped into the batter's box in the fifth inning on Tuesday night, the crowd began chanting his last name. 
 
The kid called "Paquito" here in Puerto Rico did not disappoint his audience. 
 
With two outs, Lindor lifted a full-count pitch from Twins starter Jake Odorizzi deep to right field and mayhem swept through the stadium during 
Cleveland's 6-1 triumph. The ball carried just over the wall for a two-run home run, inciting a deafening roar from the fans who have been 
waiting for this day. Major League Baseball was back in San Juan and one of the island's native sons delivered in heroic fashion. 
"This is where I grew up," Lindor said. "These are my people. It's extremely special." 
 
When the ball left Lindor's bat, there was a collective gasp from the crowd, which seemed to hold its breath as it arched high over the outfield. 
Twins right fielder Robbie Grossman kept drifting, approaching the warning track, and with each step he took, the fans' cheers grew in 
anticipation. Grossman jumped, the ball disappeared over the wall and the audible eruption would have had a home in any classic October 
contest. 
 
The home run gave the Tribe a 2-0 lead and the club never looked back. As Lindor tore around first, the Indians' energetic shortstop gave an 
emphatic salute to first-base coach Sandy Alomar Jr. -- one in a long line of famous Puerto Rico-born catchers. As Lindor rounded third base, 
he pumped his arms in the direction of his teammates and the crowd, urging them to increase the ballpark's decibel level. 
 
"I'm in Puerto Rico in front of my family, in front of my friends, in front of this beautiful Puerto Rican crowd," Lindor said. "I'm just excited. I 
touched second base and looked in the dugout. Everybody's hands are up, so I put my hands up. I looked around the stadium, everybody's are 
up, so I keep putting my hands up and running." 
 
As Lindor sprinted home, he searched the stands for his mother, Maria Serrano, and pointed in her direction. 
 
"I'm sure she cried," he said with a smile. "She cries for everything." 
 
Maria was on her feet, arms hoisted in the air just like her son. 
 
She knew Lindor had been looking forward to this day, but this moment? 
"To go and make a home run, no, not even," Maria told FS1 through a translator. "It's just really exciting. It's really emotional." 
 
It was only one day earlier that Lindor, joined by his mother, traveled to Gurabo to visit Escuela Villa Marina, his old grammar school. They 
strolled the courtyard together, looking at the children's drawings of Lindor that covered the outer walls of each classroom. They heard the 
young boys and girls there join together in high-pitched chants of his name. They ran around on his old baseball field, getting covered in dirt just 
like he did so many years ago. 
 
Those chants took on a much louder form inside Puerto Rico's most famous stadium. 
 
After Lindor shook manager Terry Francona's hand and disappeared into a mob of teammates inside the dugout, the crowd was not satisfied. 
They wanted Lindor to soak in the moment once more. The chants of "Lindor! Lindor! Lindor!" escalated and the shortstop listened for a few 
seconds before emerging from the bench. 
 
Lindor moved up to the dugout's top step, faced the crowd, removed his helmet and raised both arms skyward. The fans in attendance -- many 
of whom suffered great loss when Hurricane Maria ravaged the island in September -- shook Estadio Hiram Bithorn in response. 
 
"That's a moment he'll never forget," Indians catcher Yan Gomes said. "It's one thing coming out here and getting a couple hits, but he got the 
biggest hit of the day and gave us the lead. Getting a curtain call like that was pretty cool for him, I'm sure." 
 
After the win, Lindor did multiple on-field interviews -- some in English and others in Spanish. He then made his way through the ballpark to the 
podium, where he had the crowd of reporters enjoying quotes in both languages. Over the past 48 hours, Lindor has been pulled in every 
direction. Appearances. Charity events. Interviews. 
 
Lindor embraces being a role model and ambassador for the game -- both for Major League Baseball and for his native Puerto Rico -- but that 
can lead to an exhausting schedule. Lindor has handled every request and all the demands as smoothly as a ground ball in the hole. 
"He's mature beyond his years," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "He's one of the better players, not just on our team, but probably in the 
league. Defensively, he's tremendous. Offensively, he can beat you in a lot of different ways. And he's a genuinely nice kid. That's a good 
package. We're thrilled that he's ours." 
 
On Tuesday night, all of Puerto Rico was thrilled that Lindor is theirs, too. 
 
His celebration around the bases said it all. 



"What they call me here, Paquito," Lindor said, "I'm doing Paquito. That's me." 
 
Kluber stymies Twins as Tribe hit four homers 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Amidst all the noise within Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Tuesday night, Corey Kluber put his intense focus on full 
display for the raucous crowd. The Indians' ace ignored the tambourines and thundersticks and whistles and horns and chants, and delivered 
another strong performance. 
 
In a 6-1 victory over the Twins in the opener of the 2018 Puerto Rico Series, Francisco Lindor delivered the signature moment with a towering 
two-run home run that electrified a crowd that hardly needed help. The Puerto Rico-born shortstop answered a curtain call and stole the 
spotlight, and that was probably the preference of the stoic Kluber, who never seeks attention as his list of accolades grows. 
"He was terrific," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "He was Kluber-esque. You kind of come to expect it. He's set a high bar for himself, 
but it's fun to watch when he gets going." 
 
Backed by a trio of home runs -- Lindor's shot in the fifth, accompanied by back-to-back blasts by Jose Ramirez and Michael Brantley in the 
sixth -- Kluber churned his way through Minnesota's lineup. Over 6 2/3 innings, Kluber limited the Twins to one run on five hits and ended with 
six strikeouts and two walks. With that showing, the leader of Cleveland's rotation continued his stellar start to the season, trimming his ERA to 
1.52 through four starts. 
Francona was pleased to see the Tribe's offense continue to add on runs as the night progressed, especially after rainouts and off-days led to a 
three-day break from games. 
 
"When you see the way Klubes was pitching, when you get those add-on runs, it means a lot," Francona said. "Brantley took some tremendous 
swings. That was good to see. It was good to see Josey hit one. We're looking to get those guys hot and rolling and it looked like we started to 
and then we had the layoff." 
 
The Twins' lone run off Kluber came in the seventh, when Brian Dozier brought Max Kepler home with a double to the wall in right-center. Tribe 
first baseman Yonder Alonso got that run back for Cleveland with a leadoff home run off Twins reliever Gabriel Moya to open the eighth inning. 
 
"We got the win. That's all that matters," Lindor said. "And I wasn't the only one that contributed to it. There was a lot of different players that 
contributed. Pretty much everybody in the lineup had something to do with it." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Lindor's homecoming homer: During Monday's off-day, Lindor visited his former grammar school in Gurabo, Puerto Rico. He heard chants of 
his name from the children who attend Escuela Villa Marina and view him as an inspiration. One day later, it was the Hiram Bithorn Stadium 
crowd that chanted, "Lindor! Lindor!" in the fifth. The shortstop then belted a 3-2 pitch from Twins starter Jake Odorizzi to right, where it carried 
just over the wall to put Cleveland ahead, 2-0. The crowd erupted and Lindor pumped his arms to urge them to become even louder. 
 
"I'm in Puerto Rico in front of my family," Lindor said, "in front of my friends, in front of this beautiful Puerto Rican crowd and I'm just excited. I 
touched second base and looked in the dugout. Everybody's hands are up, so I put my hands up. I looked around the stadium, everybody's are 
up, so I keep putting my hands up and running. I was celebrating. It's extremely emotional." 
 
Kluber dodges damage The Twins had the makings of a rally in the fourth inning, when Puerto Rico-native Eddie Rosario led off with a single 
and Logan Morrison followed with a walk. Kluber regained control with a strikeout of Eduardo Escobar before inducing consecutive groundouts 
off the bats of Max Kepler and Robbie Grossman to escape unscathed. 
 
SOUND SMART 
According to STATS LLC, Lindor became the seventh Puerto Rico-born player to hit a regular-season home run in Hiram Bithorn Stadium. Jose 
Vidro leads the way with three, followed by two from Javy Lopez, and one apiece by Ramon Castro, Juan Gonzalez, Felipe Lopez and Bengie 
Molina. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"With Frankie and all of the pressure of playing at home and all that stuff, we're rooting for him and he stepped up in a big way. It was a great 
swing for us. It was cool to see." -- Indians second baseman Jason Kipnis 
 
"It's almost like a postseason game, or Opening Day. The constant buzz. They're ready to make noise. It was fun. It was a great atmosphere. It 
was electric. It really was." --Brantley, on the crowd 
 
"You guys could have skipped it and just gone and talked to Lindor." --Twins manager Paul Molitor, when reporters interviewed him after the 
game 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Alonso's blast off Moya carried down the right-field line, hooking around the fair pole before landing in what looked like foul territory. First-base 
umpire Eric Cooper signaled immediately that it was a home run, but the Twins asked the umpires to have the shot examined via instant replay. 
After a brief review, the call stood and Cleveland took a 6-1 lead. 



UP NEXT 
Puerto Rican native Roberto Perez will be behind the plate for the Indians on Wednesday, when the Tribe faces the Twins at 7:10 p.m. ET at 
Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Righty Carlos Carrasco (3-0, 3.48 ERA) will start for Cleveland in the second game in the 
2018 Puerto Rico Series. Right-hander Jose Berrios, a native of Bayamon, will take the mound for Minnesota. 
 
PR Series opens with celebration of heroes 
By Jesse Sanchez MLB.com @JesseSanchezMLB 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The island's heroes stood side by side in front of the pitcher's mound and spirit of Puerto Rico was on display in front 
of a sold-out crowd at Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Tuesday. 
 
The thunderous applause confirmed it. 
Before the first pitch was delivered in the Puerto Rico Series between the Twins and Indians, eight citizen responders who went above and 
beyond to help their communities in the aftermath of the devastation caused by Hurricane Maria were escorted on the field by eight Puerto 
Rican baseball legends. 
 
Together, Carlos Delgado, Roberto Alomar, Alex Rios, Javier Vazquez, Juan Gonzalez, Jose Vidro, Carlos Baerga and Bernie Williams along 
with their eight heroic counterparts highlighted an emotional ceremony that touched on the heart of the island and its passion for sport and 
community. 
 
"This is a celebration of Puerto Rico," Carlos Beltran said. "There are people out there helping others in an incredible way that nobody knows 
about and they are making a difference. That's what we are all trying to do, find a way to make a difference and it doesn't matter how you do it 
and who you are. It gives me a lot of pride to know there are so many good people in Puerto Rico." 
 
Beltran, a Puerto Rico native who won the Roberto Clemente Award for his community service in 2013, threw out the ceremonial first pitch. 
Williams later played the national anthem on his guitar and Pedrito Guzman played "La Borinquena," the anthem of Puerto Rico, also on his 
guitar. 
 
Puerto Rican musician Pedro Capo is scheduled to perform "La Borinquena" before Game 2 of the series Wednesday. Recording artist Daddy 
Yankee is on tap to throw out the ceremonial first pitch. 
 
"There's a lot of history and tradition in this stadium and it's an honor to be part of something with such magnitude and represents our island," 
Beltran said. "Puerto Rico deserves to be happy and this event brings joy." 
 
The Puerto Rico Series marks the first regular-season games played in Puerto Rico since the Mets and the Marlins held a three-game series at 
the historic ballpark in June 2010. The Blue Jays and Rangers opened the regular season in '01 at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, and the Montreal 
Expos played a portion of their home schedule at the park in '03 and '04. 
Hiram Bithorn Stadium also played host to World Baseball Classic rounds in 2006, '09, and '13. 
 
On Tuesday, the stadium provided a platform for a different type of Puerto Rican hero. 
 
"I never thought the work we did would land us here," said Javier Maldonado, a police officer in Utuado. "We suffered a lot, but we came 
together as a community. The hurricane was very powerful and it destroyed a lot of homes. I saw tragic things I never wanted to see, but 
people needed help and that's what we did." 
Margarita Castillo, who prepared hot meals and provided water and other supplies to people in need immediately after the hurricane hit, was 
just as happy to meet her fellow citizens as she was to shake hands with the baseball legends. 
 
"There are so many people that have helped us, the people that have worked hard and the people that have donated supplies," Castillo said. 
"They are not here right now, but we represent them, too. We didn't do it for recognition, but it's really great to be on the field with our sports 
heroes because we are all a part of Puerto Rico." 
 
Perez out to become catching legend in PR 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Inside the main concourse of Hiram Bithorn Stadium is a colorful mural stretching across a long wall. Fans who walk 
through the main entrance are greeted by paintings of Ivan Rodriguez, Benito Santiago, Yadier Molina and other great catchers who hail from 
Puerto Rico. 
 
Welcome to Tierre de Receptores. 
Indians catcher Roberto Perez dreams of one day having his name included when people think of "Catcher Land." When he arrived at the 
ballpark ahead of this week's series against the Twins, Perez strolled along the wall, looking at the famous Puerto Rican catchers who have 
come before him. The mural includes former Cleveland catcher Sandy Alomar Jr., who is currently the team's first-base coach. 
"I looked up to those guys when I was a little kid," Perez said ahead of Tuesday's game. "Walking into the stadium and seeing all of those 
legends, it's something special. I'm so grateful to be here and be part of this event and to be able to play in front of Puerto Rico. It's something 
that I won't ever forget. I'm not going to take it for granted." 
 



Perez has gotten to know Molina -- the Cardinals' long-time catcher -- and has worked out with him over recent offseasons. In Cleveland, 
Alomar doubles as the Tribe's catching instructor, so he has also had the chance to take Perez under his wing and help him develop into one of 
baseball's top defensive backstops. 
 
For Wednesday's game, Perez will be behind the plate to catch Indians right-hander Carlos Carrasco. The catcher's family will be in the stands, 
along with a host of friends. His mother, whose home was destroyed by Hurricane Maria in September, will be making the trip from Mayaguez 
on the island's western coast to watch her son play in his homeland for the first time with his Major League team. 
 
"I just can't wait," Perez said. 
 
Other catchers featured on the wall include Javy Lopez, Jorge Posada and Ellie Rodriguez. The list is impressive to the point that Bengie 
Molina and Jose Molina are not included. While Rodriguez may be one of the lesser known of Puerto Rico's line of Major League catchers -- at 
least among general baseball fans -- he played in important role. He broke in with the Yankees in 1968 and went on to become a two-time All-
Star in the Major Leagues. 
 
Alomar is proud to have his name on a list that began with Rodriguez. 
 
"Everything started with Ellie Rodriguez a long time ago," Alomar said. "Ellie Rodriguez was the main guy along with Orlando Mercado and 
Junior Ortiz back then, but then it really started becoming a big part of Puerto Rico when Benito Santiago made it to the big leagues. He 
inspired a lot of players to play catcher. After Benito came in, then Pudge Rodriguez, Javy Lopez and some other guys. 
 
"I'm very proud to be part of that corps and Yadi Molnia is a Puerto Rican captain and he's taking catching to a different level. I always had 
pride to be part of a Puerto Rican catching corps that made it to All-Star Games and own Gold Gloves and all of that." 
 
Does Alomar believe Perez has the potential to put his name alongside those Puerto Rican-born greats? 
 
"Roberto could be one of those guys," Alomar said. "He has a tremendous ability to catch and he has great hands. He's one of those guys who 
is a prospect to win a Gold Glove if he caught every day." 
 
'Like old times': Sandy Alomar Jr. returns home 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- When the Indians arrived in Puerto Rico, Sandy Alomar Jr.'s first priority was to plan a trip to the southern section of 
the island to visit his parents. He had not been home to Salinas since Hurricane Maria to see the damage inflicted on their home. 
 
Alomar made the hour-plus commute south of San Juan during Monday's off-day and was able to spend time with his parents, sister and niece. 
The Indians' first-base coach -- and 20-year veteran of the Major Leagues -- noted that his mother cooked chicken, rice and beans for dinner. 
 
"Like old times," Alomar said with a smile on Tuesday. 
Like millions of people around Puerto Rico, the Alomars lost power for a considerable amount of time in the wake of the hurricane. There was 
also damage, but not to the extent of other homes in the region. Alomar delayed his trip home as to avoid giving his family "one more person to 
deal with" in the aftermath of the chaos, but he noted that his parents were more fortunate than others in the region. 
 
"I had the chance to see some of the devastation they went through," Alomar said. "They're doing great. We were not affected as much in our 
homes as other people were. Our home was prepared for high winds and stuff like that. We were fortunate to have that, but some of the people 
in our town lost a lot of things. A lot of roofs. There was no power, no traffic lights. It was a little chaotic at times, so it's very hard to organize 
people when you don't have power or communication." 
 
Like Indians players Francisco Lindor and Roberto Perez -- also born in Puerto Rico -- Alomar said he has looked forward to the two-game 
series against the Twins at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. 
 
"This is a fun thing," Alomar said. "This is a different magnitude, especially after the World Baseball Classic. Our young guys have really 
brought a lot of joy and enthusiasm to the island." 
"Seeing the kids, the smiles on their faces, seeing them running around the same field I grew up running around, and seeing them all sweaty 
and all full of dirt, that's how I was. The shoes they're filling today, those are basically the shoes I was in back in the day. It was a lot of 
goosebumps." -- Lindor, on visiting his old grammar school in Gurabo, P.R., on Monday's off-day 
 
Worth noting 
• During Monday's off-day, Chris Antonetti, the Indians' president of baseball operations, and general manager Mike Chernoff traveled to the 
Dominican Republic to visit the team's academy in Boca Chica. They also had an opportunity to tour the new academy that is under 
construction in the same region. 
 
"It was the first day of Spring Training down there," Chernoff said. "It was great to just see the staff and get to see our players down there." 
 



• Josh Tomlin, who is Cleveland's fifth starter, will pitch out the bullpen for the next several games. Barring any unexpected developments, the 
right-hander would be in line to return to the rotation for a start against the Cubs on April 24 in Cleveland. 
 
"He can handle it," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "It'll give us an extra arm while we're down here and not have everyone going eight 
or nine days [without pitching]." 
 
Napoli carted off field after injury in Triple-A 
By Manny Randhawa MLB.com @MannyOnMLB 
Mike Napoli appeared to suffer a serious right knee injury during Triple-A Columbus' game against Pawtucket on Tuesday night, and he had to 
be carted off the field. He will reportedly undergo an MRI on Wednesday morning. 
 
Napoli, playing first base, stumbled on the home plate area in the bullpen attempting to glove a foul pop on the game's second pitch. 
"Right out the gate like that, it didn't look great," Clippers manager Chris Tremie told the Columbus Dispatch. "We'll see how it is. Hopefully it 
looks better than what it looked like." 
 
The 36-year-old slugger signed a Minor League deal with the Indians in late February after slashing .193/.285/.428 with 29 home runs in 124 
games for the Rangers in 2017. 
 
This is Napoli's second stint with Cleveland, having posted an .800 OPS with 34 homers for the Tribe in 2016, helping the club reach the World 
Series. He had been struggling to begin the Minor League season, entering Tuesday's game batting .042 (1-for-24, the one hit being a homer). 
 
Bieber, Hentges lead top prospect performers 
By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 
Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Tuesday. 
 
With top pitching prospect Triston McKenzie sidelined to begin the season, Shane Bieber and Sam Hentges are taking center stage in the 
Cleveland Indians' farm system. They combined to throw 13 scoreless innings with 16 strikeouts, as each hurler recorded his second win in 
three starts at his respective level. 
 
Bieber, Cleveland's No. 8 prospect, fired seven scoreless frames, allowing four hits and striking out six to lead Double-A Akron past Altoona, 2-
0. The 22-year-old right-hander extended his season-opening scoreless-innings streak to 20 with the performance, during which he's allowed 
just 10 hits and zero walks while striking out 23 batters. 
 
That Bieber, the Indians' fourth-round pick in the 2016 Draft, is yet to issue a walk should not be surprising -- he issued just 12 free passes (two 
intentional) in 173 1/3 innings last season to lead all Minor League hurlers both in walk rate (1.5 percent) and walks-per-nine innings (0.5 BB/9). 
 
Hentges (No. 17) also dazzled in his start for Class A Advanced Lynchburg, posting six blank frames to help the Hillcats defeat Frederick, 4-1. 
The 21-year-old lefty scattered six hits and one walk with 10 strikeouts in arguably his best outing since returning from Tommy John surgery 
last June. He's quickly emerged as Lynchburg's ace in McKenzie's absence, posting a 0.56 ERA with 19 strikeouts and three walks in 16 
innings (three starts) to begin the season. 
 
MLB donates $1M, vehicles for PR recovery 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- One of the goals of Major League Baseball for the Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and Twins this week was 
to continue to assist in the relief efforts after Hurricane Maria. A considerable step was taken on that front on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Prior to the opener of the two-game series at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred was joined by former Major Leaguer 
Bernie Williams, members of the Indians and Twins' front office and a group of Puerto Rico-born players to announce the donation of $1 million 
to Habitat for Humanity. Two vehicles were gifted, along with supplies, to continue to aid mobile response teams for the island's ongoing 
recovery. 
"Puerto Rico is strong. We continue to rise up and make Puerto Rico a better place," Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor said. "I know Puerto 
Rico is, so far, a little bit better than how it was. And I encourage everybody to come out here and continue to visit the island. Puerto Rico is 
going to bounce back. It's bounced back already." 
 
Lindor (Gurabo, P.R.) was joined outside the stadium by Indians catcher Roberto Perez (Mayaguez, P.R.), along with Jose Berrios (Bayamon, 
P.R.) and Eddie Rosario (Guayama, P.R.) of the Twins. During Monday's off-day, Lindor visited his old grammar school, Rosario made an 
appearance at his former high school and Berrios took the time to visit a local hospital. Perez is in the midst of helping have a new home built 
for his mother, whose house was destroyed when Hurricane Maria overtook the island in September. 
Williams -- a five-time All-Star and four-time World Series champion -- still has family in Puerto Rico. He visited the United States territory a 
couple of weeks after the hurricane knocked out power to more than 3 million people on the island and was devastated by what he saw during 
his trip back home. 
 
"My heart was broken to see the island in that shape," Williams said. "So, I am especially proud to be a part of this effort from Major League 
Baseball. Not only Major League Baseball, but the individual players that have been chipping in." 



The donation to Habitat for Humanity included a Ford F-150 XL and Ford Transit Connect XLT. The vehicles will be used to travel the island to 
help the rebuilding efforts, especially for families who do not have the means to do it themselves. Tjada McKenna, the chief operating officer of 
Habitat for Humanity International, noted that the organization has helped more than 23,000 families in more than 50 countries over the past 
two decades. 
 
"Recovery from these damaging hurricanes will be measured in years," McKenna said. "Maria may have caused massive damage to properties. 
It may have blown away roofs and windows. It may have destroyed trees and cluttered roads. It certainly smashed the power grid. But it did not 
sap the human strength of Puerto Rico. We're encouraged and in awe of Puerto Ricans as they have helped and shaped their own recovery." 
New mobile response units, which MLB has financed to be outfitted and stocked with supplies to support home construction and repairs across 
Puerto Rico, are unveiled. Alex Trautwig/MLB Photos via Getty Images 
 
Beyond MLB contributions, Manfred lauded the efforts of individual teams and players over the past seven months in the wake of the hurricane. 
 
"What's really more remarkable than sort of the central response here," Manfred said, "is the fact that 15 of our clubs undertook some kind of 
effort in addition to what Major League Baseball was doing. Some clubs made multi-million-dollar donations. Other clubs air-lifted supplies in 
here -- cargo planes of supplies. And, really, I think it's a demonstration of the commitment of this sport to this island." 
 
Boys & Girls Club reopens in Puerto Rico 
By Rhett Bollinger MLB.com @RhettBollinger 
SAN JOSE, Puerto Rico -- While the Puerto Rico series between the Twins and the Indians is the main event on the island, Major League 
Baseball has been active in the local community, including hosting a charity event at the Boys & Girls Club in Rio Piedras, San Jose on 
Tuesday. 
 
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred took part in a special ceremony at the grand reopening of the Boys & Girls Club, which was fully renovated 
after Hurricane Maria. Manfred was joined by former Major Leaguer and Puerto Rico native Carlos Delgado and Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
president and CEO Jim Clark. 
"I think this is great," Delgado said. "Boys & Girls Club gives kids a great opportunity, especially in a place like this in an inner-city community. It 
gives the kids a chance to go on to better things. We're so happy to have this in Puerto Rico with all the buzz surrounding the Puerto Rico 
series. I've been a friend to Boys & Girls for a while, and I have worked with them on the island and in New York when I was on the Mets. At the 
end of the day, the people who benefit are the kids." 
Major League Baseball has had a long history with the Boys & Girls Club, as it's been an official partner since 1997. The renovated club in Rio 
Piedras now has a full basketball court and several activity rooms for the children to use. 
 
"We're always happy to give back, and certainly with the Boys & Girls Club, which has been our official charity for 22 years," said Tom Brasuell, 
vice president of community affairs for MLB. "We give back in times of disaster. We were here a few years ago when there was a little calamity, 
and we did charity work after the hurricane during the World Series. We're always supporting Boys & Girls Club, but when times are bad, we're 
always happy to reach out even further." 
 
MLB has also always had strong relationship with Puerto Rico, as several former stars have come from the island, such as Roberto Clemente, 
Orlando Cepeda, Ivan Rodriguez, Roberto Alomar, Bernie Williams, Carlos Beltran and Delgado. MLB also awards the Roberto Clemente 
Award annually to a player who "best exemplifies the game of baseball, sportsmanship, community involvement and the individual's contribution 
to his team." 
 
"It's an honor to have Carlos Delgado here as a former Roberto Clemente Award winner," Brasuell said. "He's been tremendous in the 
community when he was player and since then. He's been involved with charities wherever he's played and here in Puerto Rico." 
 
MLB has been hosting several charity events since Monday, including Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario going back to his former high school in 
Guayama and Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor visiting his school in Gurabo. Twins right-hander Jose Berrios also visited a local hospital on 
Monday. 
 
"We're showcasing the best players in the world over the next two days," Brasuell said. "But many past and present players are here on the 
island where there's a huge passion for baseball. It's important to give back to this region, which has supported baseball for so many years." 
 
Indians baseball's most unfortunate hitting team 
By Mike Petriello MLB.com @mike_petriello 
Each week on the Statcast™ Podcast, hosts Mike Petriello and Matt Meyers dig into the world of Statcast™ and advanced metrics, exploring 
the most important topics in baseball through the lens of the groundbreaking Statcast™ technology. Download, subscribe and help others find 
the show by leaving a rating and review on iTunes or your favorite platform. 
 
It's true that it's only mid-April, still so early in the year that Joe Mauer entered Tuesday hitting .412 and Jose Ramirez .160. There are a lot of 
unexpected early-season numbers that won't last, because they simply can't. We go through this every year. Baseball takes some time to 
balance out. 
 



That doesn't mean they don't hold some interest, however -- at least in the sense that digging deeper under the hood of a hot start or a cold one 
can tell you a little bit about why things look that way right now. At the very least, it's interesting enough to see some names you might not have 
thought about carrying some massive numbers. 
There are five in particular that stood out to us. Which ones will last?  
1. Josh Hader, 61 percent strikeout rate. 
On Saturday in New York, Hader faced six Mets hitters. The first five -- Juan Lagares, Wilmer Flores, Michael Conforto, Asdrubal Cabrera and 
Yoenis Cespedes -- all struck out. (The sixth, Jay Bruce, flied out to center.) That seems to have been something of a coming-out party for the 
second-year Milwaukee lefty, but it shouldn't have been. He's established himself as one of the most high-upside relievers in the game, as he's 
whiffed 25 of the 41 batters he's seen so far. 
 
If that sounds like hyperbole, it shouldn't be. Since 2008, over 1,200 pitchers have thrown at least 50 innings. Hader has struck out 40.5 percent 
of the batters he's faced, and that puts him third on that list, behind only Craig Kimbrel and Aroldis Chapman. Looking just at the rate of contact 
inside the zone -- i.e., pure dominance -- he's first. 
 
Hader throws something like Chris Sale's fastball, from a similar low lefty release point, and Andrew Miller's slider. That'll play. It has played. 
 
2. Adam Ottavino, 64.7 percent strikeout rate. 
Ottavino has struck out 22 of the 34 hitters he's faced, but he's getting there in a different way. Ottavino had previously been a very good 
reliever for Colorado, of course, but after 2015 Tommy John surgery interrupted his career, he struggled to throw strikes in '17 (5.06 ERA, 6.6 
walks per nine) and didn't even make the Rockies' Wild Card Game roster. 
 
Now he's throwing strikes. He's throwing sliders, more of them than almost anyone in baseball, and they look like this: 
Not only that, he's throwing them in counts that no hitter would expect to see a slider in. For all the money the Rockies spent on relievers Wade 
Davis, Bryan Shaw, and Jake McGee last winter, it's their longest-tenured pitcher who has been by far their best. 
 
3. Brandon Nimmo, .590 xwOBA, second-best in baseball 
Nimmo has only had 27 plate appearances in the crowded Mets outfield picture, but the entire point here is to highlight interesting small sample 
numbers and what they might mean. He's not going to keep hitting .333/.481/.714, of course, nor is he going to keep leading the N in Expected 
wOBA, as he's doing now. 
 
But we knew Nimmo had showed an elite line-drive rate, a potentially elite batting eye and above-average speed. So far, he's got four barrels, 
the best possible combination of exit velocity and launch angle, and 15.4 percent of his plate appearances have ended in a barrel -- a top-five 
rate in MLB. 
 
4. Rick Porcello, .190 Expected wOBA, best in baseball 
Porcello may have won the 2016 American League Cy Young Award, but he's never really been considered as a true "ace," at least the same 
way as current teammate Sale and former teammates Max Scherzer and Justin Verlander have been. In his first three starts of 2018, he's doing 
his best to change that viewpoint. 
 
To date, there have been 123 pitchers to face at least 50 hitters, and Porcell's Expected wOBA -- a number that includes strikeouts, walks and 
expected outcomes based on quality of contact -- of .190 is the lowest of anyone. That's in part because he's collected 17 strikeouts against 
just a single walk and no homers; it's also because his ground-ball rate of 52 percent is well up from last year's 40 percent. 
 
5. Cleveland is baseball's most unfortunate hitting team. 
You don't need advanced stats to know that the Indians are off to a poor hitting start, since they're hitting a meager .208/.284/.355 to start 2018. 
It's the weakest line in the game. Is that due to poor luck or poor performance? 
 
The answer, as you'd expect, is a little of both, but they're not this bad. They actually have the second-best hard-hit rate of any team in the 
game, and one of the 10 lowest strikeout rates in baseball. They're making enough contact and they're making hard contact. They're just not 
finding success -- as the worst-in-baseball .234 Batting Average on Balls in Play would indicate. 
 
The unfortunate outcomes are to such an extent that the 81-point difference between their Expected wOBA (.347, which is actually above 
average) and their actual wOBA of .266 is the highest in baseball by quite a bit. On an individual basis, there have been 255 hitters with 30 
times up, and Francisco Lindor (expected .438 wOBA, actual .296 wOBA) and Yonder Alonso (expected .442, actual .276) are both among the 
six biggest underperformers. It'll get better, Cleveland fans. It has to. 
 
Francisco Lindor returns home with a bang as Clevel and Indians beat Twins, 6-1, in Puerto Rico 

By Paul Hoynes 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - It was a sound that crowds usually don't make. It was if nearly 20,000 voices sucked air deep into their lungs and then 
exhaled in a giant whoosh. It almost popped the eardrums. 

When Francisco Lindor came to the plate in the fifth inning Tuesday night, he wasn't playing around. And he wasn't trying to punch one through 
the right side of the infield against Jake Odorizzi at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. There were two out and Bradley Zimmer had just hit his second 
straight double. Lindor was going for it all. 



He took a called strike and then swung hard, finding nothing but air, on the next pitch. Lindor calmed down and took three straight balls. But on 
Odorizzi's next pitch, he swung from the soles of his specially-designed cleats for the Puerto Rican Series - they bore the colors of island (red, 
white and blue) - and hit a curveball over the right field wall to lead the Indians to a 6-1 win over the Twins. 

The whoosh and a lot more followed. 

First the crowd of his countrymen chanted "Lindor, Lindor, Lindor." He came out of the dugout for a curtain call and the volume increased. 

Goosebumps!!!!!! @Lindor12BC pic.twitter.com/Pc6LiplP9d 

-- Andre Knott (@DreKnott) April 18, 2018 

Lindor couldn't have dreamed a better homecoming. 

"Not really," he said. "Not being in fronbt of the Puerto Rican crowd like that. Yeah, it could happen in the States, and I love the Cleveland 
Indians fans. They support us big time, but this is where I grew up. These are my people. It's extremely special." 

Then, after the fuse had been lit, the Indians started to hit and didn't stop. Jose Ramirez and Michael Brantley started the sixth with homers. It 
was the first time the Indians have hit consecutive homers this season. Ramirez hit a 3-2 pitch into the right field seats and Brantley followed 
with a first-pitch homer in the same location. 

It ended Odorizzi's night after he opened the game with four scoreless innings. 

"Our goal is to win," said manager Terry Francona, "but it was pretty cool to see Frankie come through like that and to see how the fans 
responded. And to see how genuinely excited he was about it." 

The Indians made it 5-0 in the seventh on three consecutive two-out singles by Jason Kipnis, Ramirez and Brantley. Kipnis scored on Brantley's 
single. 

Yonder Alonso, born in nearby Cuba, made it 6-1 with a leadoff homer in the eighth. 

Mr. Smile started it. 

JRam and Brantley continued it. 

Yonder finished it.#RallyTogether | #PuertoRicoSeries pic.twitter.com/FBQiEEPhQG 

-- Cleveland Indians (@Indians) April 18, 2018 

Corey Kluber, on seven days' rest, started for the Indians and held the Twins to on run in 6 2/3 innings. Kluber (2-1, 1.52) struck out six and 
walked two in his first start since April 9. He was scheduled to start Saturday and Sunday at Progressive Field, but both games were rained out. 

The Indians had gone three days without playing and didn't do much until Lindor's two-run homer. The Twins, who have played the fewest 
games in the big leagues, had gone four days without playing a game and looked stale. 

Then again, it might have been the heat. Minnesota was snowed out of three straight games over the weekend at Target Field before boarding 
a flight for the Caribbean. 

Before the game Francona was asked if he talked to Lindor about curtailing his his off-the-field charity work since he arrived in Puerto Rico on 
Sunday. On Monday he visited his old grade school in Gurabo, P.R. 

Francona did not seem that concerned. 

"His maturity is pretty good," said Francona. "When I say pretty good, I mean, like, off-the-charts good. He'll be ready to play. Matter of fact, I 
think they'll probably see his best effort. I know he's going to be excited to play." 

When asked what prompted him to make such a prediction, Francona said, "because he's a really good player and I think he's smart enough to 
know that why he's here is to play baseball and if he plays good baseball people will be entertained." 

In four at-bats, Lindor hit three balls hard. In the first, he hit a ball to the track in center field. After his homer in the fifth, he hit a ball to the track 
in left in his final at-bat of the ninth. 

Lindor is the seventh Puerto Rican player, according to STATS LLC, to hit a regular-season homer at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. 

What it means 

This was the first regular season game the Indians played outside the continental United States and Canada. 

The pitches 

Odorizzi threw 97 pitches, 58 (60 percent) for strikes. Kluber threw 104 pitches, 69 (66 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Twins drew 19,516 fans to Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Tuesday night. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a temperature of 78 
degrees. 

Next 

Right-hander Carlos Carrasco (3-0, 3.48) will face the Twins and Jose Berrios (2-1, 2.18) on Wednesday night at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San 
Juan at 7:10 p.m. ESPN will televise the game and WMMS/FM 100.7 will carry it on the radio. 

Carrasco was 3-0 with a 0.92 ERA (two earned runs in 19 2/3 innings) last year against the Twins. He'll be pitching on six days rest with his last 
start coming on April 11. 

Berrios, who will be pitching on native soil, is 2-2 with a 5.31 ERA in four starts against the Indians. 



Cleveland Indians' Roberto Perez working to join li st of great Puerto Rican catchers 

By Paul Hoynes 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - There is a mural on a wall inside Hiram Bithorn Stadium of all the great catchers Puerto Rico has produced. Roberto Perez 
has seen the mural and one day would like to have his likeness added to it. 

The catchers include Javier Lopez, Jorge Posada, Hall of Famer Pudge Rodriguez, Benito Santiago, Yadier Molina, Ellie Rodriguez and Sandy 
Alomar Jr., Perez's catching coach with the Indians. The mural is called "Catcher Land." 

"I looked up to those guys when I was a kid," said Perez. "To be part of that's (tradition). To walk into the stadium and seeing all those legends. 
It's something special." 

Alomar is the Indians' first base coach. He played for 20 years in the big leagues, going to six All-Star Games with the Indians. He has one 
problem with his likeness on the mural - he's pictured wearing a Chicago White Sox cap. 

"It's a great mural," said Alomar. "It's unfortunate I have the White Sox hat (on). Although, I enjoyed the White Sox organization. I love them. 
But I wish they had picked the right hat." 

Alomar played 11 seasons with the Indians. 

"We (Puerto Rico) were known for catching," said Alomar. "Everything started with Ellie Rodriguez a long time ago. A lot of people don't know 
about him because a lot of people don't know baseball history. But Ellie Rodriguez was the main guy along with Orlando Mercado and Junior 
Ortiz back then." 

Sandy Alomar made the mural of great Puerto Rican catchers at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, but he's wearing a Chicago White Sox cap. 
pic.twitter.com/BDwtFlvP4A 

-- paul hoynes (@hoynsie) April 17, 2018 

Alomar said catching really became popular in Puerto Rico when Benito Santiago made it to the big leagues. Alomar and Santiago were 
teammates in the San Diego Padres system. One of the reasons the Indians were able to acquire Alomar and Carlos Baerga from the Padres 
after the 1989 season was because they already had Santiago. 

"After Benito came in, then Pudge (Ivan) Rodriguez, Javy Lopez and some other guys followed," said Alomar. "Yadi Molina is the Puerto Rican 
captain (World Baseball Classic) and he's taking catching to a different level. I always had pride to be part of the Puerto Rican catching corps 
that made it to All-Star Games and won Gold Gloves." 

Alomar thinks Perez can follow that same path. 

"I hope one day he gets an opportunity to play every day," said Alomar. "Right now, he has to wait his turn. We have Yan Gomes, as you know. 

"Roberto could be one of those guys. He has tremendous ability to catch and he has great hands. He's one of those guys who is a prospect to 
win a Gold Glove if he caught every day." 

The Indians and Twins opened a two-game series at Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Tuesday. It's the first time Alomar has been home since 
Hurricane Maria hit the island in September. 

Perez did not catch Corey Kluber on Tuesday, but he will catch Carlos Carrasco on Wednesday night. 

"This is an honor," said Perez. "I think it would be nice to be behind the plate for both games, but it's OK if I catch one. I want to play one and be 
part of it. 

"I think it would be nice to be behind the plate for both games, but it's OK to catch one," said Perez. "I just want to play one and be part of it. 

"So tonight, I'll be supporting my teammates, my team, so hopefully we get the W. But, tomorrow, I'm looking forward to tomorrow and playing 
in front of my family, my fans and my friends and in front of the whole Puerto Rican island. . .I just can't wait." 

Alomar went to see his parents in Salinas, P.R., on the southern part of the island, on Monday. 

"The No. 1 thing that I wanted to do was go see my family," said Alomar. "Mission accomplished. I spent the entire day with my mom, dad, 
sister and niece. I had a great time. My mom cooked dinner, so that was great. 

"I had a chance to see some of the devastation they went through. I think it would have been more chaotic if I showed up in Puerto Rico when 
the traveling was very difficult. It would have just been one more person to deal with. They didn't even want me to come." 

Alomar said his parents' home was not damaged. 

"Our home was prepared for high winds and stuff like that," he said. "We were fortunate to have that, but some people in our town lost a lot of 
things. A lot of roofs. . .there was no power, no traffic lights. It was a little chaotic at times." 

Sandy Alomar Sr. played 15 years in the big leagues. His brother, Roberto, is in the Hall of Fame as a second baseman. Alomar said his 
mother, Maria, cooked a dinner of chicken, rice and beans. 

"It was just like old times," said Alomar. 

Alomar said it's exciting to see big league games played in his homeland. 

"Roberto Perez and Francisco Lindor (Tribe shortstop) are ecstatic, having an opportunity to play here in front of their fans," said Alomar. 
"They've experienced so many things. A lot of Puerto Rican fans flew up for the WBC (last year). Other guys have played in the WBC here in 
Puerto Rico. This brings a lot of joy to the baseball community. They were looking forward to this." 
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Waiting game: Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins lin eups for Tuesday, Game 15 

SAN JUAN, P. R. ---  The Indians haven't played in three days and that worries manager Terry Francona. The one saving grace is that the 
Twins haven't played in four days. 

The two teams are scheduled to meet Tuesday night in Game 1 of the MLB's Puerto Rico Series at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. A downpour 
shortened batting practice and infield work for both teams, it appeared the game would at least start. 

"It's not good, but the Twins have had four days off," said Francona before Tuesday's game. "It's what we talk talk about all the time. We want 
to play the game because we need repetition. We need practice. Come July and August you don't. 

"But now we need reps. We were just starting to swing the bat so you hope that layoff doesn't get in the way." 

The Indians were rained out of Saturday and Sunday's games at Progressive Field against Toronto. The games are scheduled to be make up in 
a traditional doubleheader on May 3. The doubleheader will turn a nine-game homestand into an 11-game homestand. 

"It's will be a factor when we have to play it," said Francona, "but I'm glad we're doing that because it's easy to put them off and say, 'well, 
they've never get here.' But then come July and August you have to play them and that's hard." 

The Twins were snowed out on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at Target Field. 

Red Sox 4, Clippers 3 | Mike Napoli injured; few on  hand for shivery loss 
By Mark Znidar  
The Arena District was choked by vehicles and pedestrians on a night in which Columbus was very much close to the top of the charts on the 
national entertainment scale. 
 
The Blue Jackets were playing the Washington Capitals in Game 3 of their best-of-seven first-round playoff series at Nationwide Arena. About 
500 feet to the west, the band AJR was packing them in at Express Live. 
 
Lost amid the buzz were the Clippers losing 4-3 to Pawtucket Red Sox before fewer than 600 fans at Huntington Park on a Tuesday night when 
the game time temperature was 38 degrees and falling, and the wind chill was 23. 
 
The game against Pawtucket also lost its biggest name when first baseman Mike Napoli was carted off with an apparent left knee injury after 
stumbling on the home plate area in the bullpen attempting to glove a foul pop on the second pitch. 
 
“Right out the gate like that, it didn’t look great,” manager Chris Tremie said. “We’ll see how it is. Hopefully it looks better than what it looked 
like.” 
 
Adam and Julia Felts stood underneath space heaters behind the loge seats behind home plate clad in full cold-weather gear. 
 
“We’re here because of him,” Adam said, nodding toward son Noah, who was watching intently in the cold. “Winter is kind of annoying right 
now, but you have the whole stadium to yourself. That doesn’t happen very often. The decision was whether my wife was coming. (Noah) isn’t 
cold. He doesn’t feel it at all.” 
 
Noah got a prize he will proudly show his Dublin Youth Association baseball teammates. 
 
“One of the catchers gave him a ball because there was no one else around,” Julia said. 
Others, such as long-time usher Bob Owens, were in attendance because they were working. 
 
Martina Jakob dutifully kept statistics wearing gloves and knit hat and had a thick blanket covering her lap. She works for Baseball Info 
Solutions out of Boston. 
 
“I’m working for a friend tonight because he’s working the Blue Jackets game, and I haven’t thawed out from last night,” Jakob said. “I do love 
baseball — it’s not for 30 bucks a game. I’ve been doing this for 15 years and there have been a lot of cold games. I was walking here from the 
parking lot and thinking, ‘Why am I doing this?’ ” 
 
Trailing 3-0, the Clippers scored two runs in the second inning off Chandler Shepherd when Brandon Barnes doubled and scored and Giovanny 
Urshela added an RBI single. 
 
Columbus made it 3-3 in the third on a double to the wall in left-center by Yu Chang, but the Red Sox got a run in the fourth on a single to the 
wall in left by Chad De La Guerra. 
 
Lindor’s homer sparks Indians’ 6-1 win over Twins in  Puerto Rico 
By Tim Reynolds, The Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico >> Francisco Lindor homered in his native Puerto Rico, Corey Kluber allowed one run in 6 2/3 innings and the Indians 
beat the Minnesota Twins, 6-1, on Tuesday night. 
 
Michael Brantley and Jose Ramirez each had three hits for Cleveland in the first regular-season game on the island commonwealth since 2010. 
Brantley and Ramirez hit consecutive homers in the sixth, and Yonder Alonso added a solo homer in the eighth for Cleveland. 



Kluber (2-1) gave up five hits and struck out six, lowering his ERA to 1.52. 
 
Brian Dozier had two hits for the Twins, including an RBI double in the seventh that chased a sweat-drenched Kluber after 104 pitches. 
Minnesota starter Jake Odorizzi (1-1) gave up six hits and four runs, all of them coming across on homers, in five-plus innings. 
Twins starter Jake Odorizzi (1-1) gave up six hits and four runs, all of them scoring on homers, in five-plus innings. 
 
Lindor and Minnesota’s Eddie Rosario were the Puerto Ricans in the lineup, and favorites of the sold-out crowd of 19,516. Fans at Hiram 
Bithorn Stadium will have more cheering options in Wednesday’s series finale, with the Twins sending right-hander Jose Berrios to the mound 
and the Indians set to start Roberto Perez at catcher. 
 
Lindor finished 1 for 5, the homer flanked by a pair of warning-track flyouts. Rosario was 1 for 4. 
The series was scheduled before Hurricane Maria hit last September. The recovery from the catastrophic storm has been the focus of this trip 
for the Twins and Indians. 
 
“These people need to cheer,” Lindor said. 
 
So in the fifth, he made it happen. 
 
No. 9 hitter Bradley Zimmer hit a two-out double and Lindor worked the count full. As horns blared, inflatable thundersticks clanged and fans 
screamed, he turned on an offering from Odorizzi and lofted a long fly to right. 
 
It barely cleared the wall, but it was enough. 
 
Lindor waved both arms at the crowd after crossing the plate, then came out for a curtain call as delirious fans shouted his name. That started 
the undoing for Odorizzi, who was cruising before giving up three homers in a span of 10 pitches — the last two by Ramirez and Brantley 
ending his night and giving the Indians a 4-0 lead. 
 
Both teams were coming off long layoffs because of bad weather. Minnesota hadn’t taken the field since Thursday, Cleveland not since Friday. 
 
Twins CF Byron Buxton, who was slated to start and bat eighth, was scratched about three hours before game time with a headache. Robbie 
Grossman took his spot and started in right, and Kepler slid over to center. 
 
San Juan’s Bernie Williams, a four-time World Series winner with the Yankees, performed “The Star-Spangled Banner” on his guitar. Carlos 
Beltran threw out the ceremonial first pitch, and fellow Puerto Ricans Roberto Alomar, Carlos Baerga, Javier Vazquez and Carlos Delgado were 
among those on the field for pregame events. 
 
Indians coach Sandy Alomar Jr. spent most of the off day Monday at his family’s home, hanging with his parents, sister and niece. His mother 
cooked a staple — chicken, rice and beans. “Like old times,” he said. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor isn’t exactly thrilled that his club has two “home” games in San Juan, especially against an AL Central rival. Then 
again, the Indians are 10-1 in their last 11 games at Minneapolis. 
 
The statue of Hiram Bithorn, Puerto Rico’s first big-leaguer, will be back, San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz said. The statue outside the front 
gates of the ballpark toppled in Maria’s winds. “It is a metaphor for what is happening, how resilient we’ve had to be and how things will get 
done,” Cruz said. “Perhaps not as fast as we want, but in San Juan, we will get them done.” 
 
Indians' Francisco Lindor homers in Puerto Rico for hometown fans 
ESPN News Services 
Cleveland Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor, playing before a hometown crowd in Puerto Rico, hit a two-run homer in the fifth inning of the 
team's' 6-1 win over the Minnesota Twins on Tuesday to send the fans at Hiram Bithorn Stadium into a frenzy. 
 
The crowd chanted his name until Lindor emerged from the dugout for a curtain call, raising both arms to the skies. 
"I love the Cleveland Indians fans. I love them. They're supporters, big-time,'' Lindor said. "But this is where I grew up. These are my people. It's 
extremely special.'' 
 
It was a triumphant return for Lindor, who on Monday went back to his grammar school in Guyabo, his hometown, to see some of his former 
teachers and hold a clinic for students. 
 
The Indians and the Twins are in Puerto Rico to play a two-game series in San Juan to give back to an island that was robbed of so much by 
Hurricane Maria in September. 
 
In speaking with ESPN's Marly Rivera after Tuesday's game, Lindor said of the reception he received: "It was special, something I'll never 
forget." 
 



"I want to thank everybody who came out to support us, and hopefully tomorrow I'll come out and do the same thing," added Lindor, who told 
ESPN that he featured a special message of thanks to Puerto Rico and his family on his cleats for the game. 
 
Lindor made trips to Puerto Rico during the offseason, donating time and money for bottled water and other goods. In September, the Indians 
awarded a playoff share to help recovery efforts on the island, which was decimated by Hurricane Maria and where large areas remain without 
power. 
 
Hiram Bithorn, which has hosted about four dozen MLB regular-season games over the past two decades, was hit hard by the storm and nearly 
$2 million in repairs were needed. 
 
Light fixtures were broken and wound up being upgraded. Clubhouses and dugouts were repaired, and batting cages were rebuilt. The turf was 
damaged, signs were destroyed, a statue of Bithorn -- Puerto Rico's first big leaguer -- was knocked down and broken. 
 
On Tuesday, everything was working when Lindor homered. 
 
"Actually, my dream was to play at Hiram Bithorn, a stadium that, for many Puerto Ricans, belongs to the Major Leagues, to play so my parents 
could see me here, but my dreams didn't go that far," said Lindor. 
He seemed to skip around the bases, crossed home plate and threw his arms into the air, enticing the already screaming crowd to go even 
louder. They obliged, and eventually Lindor emerged from the dugout for a curtain call -- in what technically was a road game, no less. The 
Indians were the visitors in this one. 
 
No matter. Lindor seemed more at home than anyone else. 
 
"It's the most beautiful thing I've ever felt in my life," said Maria Serrano, Lindor's mother. 
 
"Our goal was to win, but it was pretty cool to see Frankie come through like that,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. "To see the way the 
fans responded, and then to see how genuinely excited he was about it, it was pretty cool.'' 
 
Lindor and Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario, like Lindor a native Puerto Rican, will have more compatriots on the field with them in Wednesday's 
series finale, with the Twins sending right-hander Jose Berrios to the mound and the Indians set to start Roberto Perez at catcher. 
 
"I wish [Berrios] good luck, but I hope we win. I think he bought about 700 tickets and will have half a stadium with him," Lindor said with a 
laugh. 
 
Lindor finished 1-for-5 Tuesday, with the homer flanked by a pair of warning-track fly outs. Rosario was 1-for-4. 
 
"These people need to cheer,'' Lindor said of the recovery from September's catastrophic storm. 
 
In the fifth, he made it happen. 
 
No. 9 hitter Bradley Zimmer hit a two-out double, and Lindor worked the count full. As horns blared, inflatable thundersticks clanged and fans -- 
including Lindor's mom -- screamed, Lindor turned on an offering from Minnesota starter Jake Odorizzi and lofted a long fly to right. 
 
It barely cleared the wall, but it was enough. 
Lindor waved both arms at the crowd after crossing the plate, then came out for a curtain call as delirious fans shouted his name. That started 
the undoing for Odorizzi, who was cruising before giving up three homers in a span of 10 pitches -- the last two by Ramirez and Brantley -- that 
ended his night and gave the Indians a 4-0 lead. 
 
"There were many emotions in the field. When I hit the ball I didn't think the ball would go away. When I passed the first base is that I see the 
fans celebrating and when I get to second base I had a better view of where my family is, and then I realize that all the fans were standing, 
celebrating, they screamed, I screamed, they jumped and jumped with them, and that's the way I have to play, I have always been that way and 
I will not change," Lindor said. 
 
Francisco Lindor homers in Indians' win in Puerto Rico: 'This is where I grew up. These are my people. It's extremely special.' 
 
Say this for Francisco Lindor: He clearly has a flair for the dramatic. 
 
Playing as a big leaguer in his native Puerto Rico for the first time, Lindor connected on a two-run home run to open the scoring and help spark 
the Cleveland Indians to a 6-1 win over the Minnesota Twins on Tuesday night. 
 
And yes, the moment was just as the All-Star shortstop imagined. 
 
"I love the Cleveland Indians fans. I love them. They're supporters, big-time," Lindor said. "But this is where I grew up. These are my people. It's 
extremely special." 



 
He seemed to skip around the bases, crossed home plate and threw his arms into the air, enticing the already-screaming crowd to go even 
louder. They obliged, and eventually Lindor emerged from the dugout for a curtain call — in what technically was a road game, no less. The 
Indians were the visitors in this one. 
 
No matter. Lindor seemed more at home than anyone else. 
 
"Our goal was to win, but it was pretty cool to see Frankie come through like that," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "To see the way the 
fans responded, and then to see how genuinely excited he was about it, it was pretty cool." 
 
So, too, was Indians ace Corey Kluber, who allowed one run in 6 2/3 innings. He gave up five hits and struck out six, lowering his ERA to 1.52. 
 
Michael Brantley and Jose Ramirez each had three hits for Cleveland in the first regular-season game on the island commonwealth since 2010. 
Brantley and Ramirez hit consecutive homers in the sixth, and Yonder Alonso added a solo homer in the eighth for Cleveland. 
 
Brian Dozier had two hits for the Twins, including an RBI double in the seventh that chased a sweat-drenched Kluber after 104 pitches. 
Minnesota starter Jake Odorizzi (1-1) gave up six hits and four runs, all of them coming across on homers, in five-plus innings. 
 
"I'm pleased that my country came out to support us," said Minnesota's Eddie Rosario, like Lindor a native Puerto Rican — and on this night, a 
co-favorite of the sold-out crowd of 19,516 at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, "Great emotions to be here. Happy that we're here." 
 
Lindor and Rosario will have more Puerto Ricans on the field with them in Wednesday's series finale, with the Twins sending right-hander Jose 
Berrios to the mound and the Indians set to start Roberto Perez at catcher. 
 
Lindor finished 1 for 5, the homer flanked by a pair of warning-track flyouts. Rosario was 1 for 4. 
 
The series was scheduled before Hurricane Maria hit last September. The recovery from the catastrophic storm has been the focus of this trip 
for the Twins and Indians. 
 
"These people need to cheer," Lindor said. 
 
So in the fifth, he made it happen. 
 
No. 9 hitter Bradley Zimmer hit a two-out double and Lindor worked the count full. As horns blared, inflatable thundersticks clanged and fans — 
including his mom — screamed, Lindor turned on an offering from Odorizzi and lofted a long fly to right. 
 
It barely cleared the wall, but it was enough. 
 
"Quality pitch," Odorizzi said. "Same pitch I've gotten outs on in the game. Different result." 
 
Lindor waved both arms at the crowd after crossing the plate, then came out for a curtain call as delirious fans shouted his name. That started 
the undoing for Odorizzi, who was cruising before giving up three homers in a span of 10 pitches — the last two by Ramirez and Brantley 
ending his night and giving the Indians a 4-0 lead. 
 
"Most importantly, we got the win," Lindor said. "That's all that matters."More AP baseball: https://apnews.com/tag/MLBbaseball 
 
Francisco Lindor and a moment Puerto Rico will never  forget 
Zack Meisel 4h ago  1   
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Jason Kipnis paused before he reached his locker. He turned around and peered at the TV in the Indians’ 
clubhouse. 
There he was. Again. The man of the minute, hour, day and week. 
 
As Francisco Lindor addressed reporters in the media interview room beyond the right-field fence, and moments after Francisco Lindor’s 
hometown heroics spurred the Indians to a series-opening victory at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, Francisco Lindor, sporting a red jersey and a red 
batting helmet, stuck his head out of the window of a red car. The star of the Puerto Rico Series is also the star of a commercial for Point Guard 
Insurance, an agency in Guaynabo, about 15 minutes south of the ballpark. 
 
Lindor is everywhere. And the fans in his native land can’t get enough. 
 
It was fitting, then, that Twins manager Paul Molitor opened his postgame news conference by saying: “You guys could have skipped (this) and 
just gone and talked to Lindor.” 
 
Everyone else has been all week. 
 



“I’m sure he’s going to be exhausted after two days of it,” Michael Brantley said. 
 
Lindor had plenty of adrenaline to fuel him Tuesday, though. He never seems to shy away from the moment, and his two-run homer that sailed 
past the right-field fence propelled the Indians to victory and provided a sellout crowd with a moment to cherish forever. 
 
Lindor placed his right hand to his forehead for a salute after he rounded first base and slapped hands with fellow Puerto Rican Sandy Alomar 
Jr. Before he reached the plate, he pounded his chest three times and then bumped sternums with Bradley Zimmer. In the stands, his mother, 
Maria Serrano, wearing a navy shirt featuring Lindor’s emoji, bounced up and down and embraced those sitting beside her. 
 
“I’m sure she cried,” Lindor said. “She cries for everything.” 
 
Fans waved their pink thunder sticks with reckless abandon. They chanted his last name as he greeted his teammates in the dugout, a high-
five for each one until he reached the end of the assembly line, where he gracefully shook Michael Brantley’s hand. 
 
Finally, at their behest, Lindor hopped up to the brown turf. He stood near the dugout railing, faced the crowd and raised and lowered his arms 
to urge them to howl until they went hoarse. 
 
A curtain call in a road game? In mid-April? Well, technically, yes. 
 
“It’s a home game for him,” Yan Gomes clarified. 
Francisco Lindor hit one of four Indians homers Tuesday. This one was kind of a big deal. (Alex Trautwig/Getty Images) 
In a movie, this sort of script would come across as cheesy and predictable. In reality, it was heartwarming — but only after it was heart-
stopping. The Indians’ bullpen is situated in the left-field corner, in foul territory. The relievers had a clear angle to witness Lindor’s fly ball 
soaring toward the wall. They thought Twins right fielder Robbie Grossman would camp under it for a routine F9 in the scorebook. 
 
Instead, Lindor treated the 19,516 in attendance — with just about each one pulling for him — to a treasured memory. How can you not be 
romantic about baseball? 
 
“We wish he would’ve taken even more time (to celebrate),” Gomes said. “That’s a moment he’ll never forget.” 
 
In the minutes leading up to first pitch — after Bernie Williams strummed away at the national anthem — Hiram Bithorn Stadium was a 
madhouse. Picture a rowdy nightclub. The bass from the pulsating music thumps in your chest and rattles your organs. Moving in any direction 
seems like an implausible task, with swarms of sweaty bodies everywhere you turn. 
 
Now multiply that by 10. Add in some tambourines and horns and piercing whistles, some chanting and shouting and yelling and screaming. 
 
Puerto Rico waited a long time for this series. Hurricane Maria and the havoc the storm wreaked upon the island made the wait feel like an 
eternity. The energy level in the stadium simmered for a bit as Corey Kluber and Jake Odorizzi traded zeroes for the first four innings. 
 
Then, Lindor woke everyone from their humidity-induced slumber. 
 
It sparked similar pomp and circumstance to what followed his ALDS grand slam in Cleveland last October. It handed the Indians a two-run 
advantage, a Thanksgiving dinner-like heaping of run support for the reigning Cy Young Award winner. It prompted one national reporter to 
remark that it was perhaps the most electric, astonishing scene he had witnessed in covering more than 50 games at the venue. 
 
“It was something he can tell his kids and family about,” Brantley said. “He’ll talk about it for years to come.” 
 
Terry Francona wasn’t too concerned with Lindor’s ability to handle his overstuffed itinerary, but he still suggested to his shortstop earlier in the 
week to reach out if he was being yanked in too many directions. Lindor visited his old elementary school Monday morning. He met with family, 
friends and friends of friends. He chatted with reporters, posed for pictures, held news conferences, signed autographs, attended a Habitat for 
Humanity function and fulfilled countless interview requests. 
 
On Monday, he joked that he would be burnt out by the time the tilt Tuesday arrived. And then, in his first at-bat, on the sixth pitch of the game, 
he launched a fly ball to deep left-center. The fans responded to the crack of the bat with the prototypical “oooooh” — although amplified by 
about three times the normal decibel level — only to see the baseball settle into Max Kepler’s glove in front of the fence. 
 
The fans still gave him a standing ovation. Only in Puerto Rico. 
 
A few innings later, Lindor ensured that his supporters would have something worthwhile to cheer, a legitimate reason to turn the rows of bright 
orange and green seats into Puerto Rico’s liveliest dance floor. They’ll be beaming about his magical moment for years. 
 
“This is where I grew up,” Lindor said. “These are my people. It’s extremely special.” 
 



By the Numbers: Jason Kipnis' contact, José Ramírez's  patience and an odd Yonder Alonso-Carlos Santana c onnection 
T.J. Zuppe Apr 17, 2018  3   
In the past, we've used our By the Numbers columns as a way to introduce and use some advanced numbers, concepts and analytics after 
each game. While the data can often help paint a more complete picture of every game, most metrics carry more weight with a little more 
sample size. With the bigger picture in mind, we'll be shifting the column to a weekly feature. 
 
20: That's how many hard-hit balls (exit velocity of 95 mph or higher) Jason Kipnis has recorded through the first 14 games of the season, 
according to MLB Statcast. That number leads the Indians. 
 
Kipnis is 7-for-20 (.350) on those hard-hit balls. The league, on similar contact, is hitting .510 this year. That discrepancy doesn't completely 
explain Kipnis' .164 average and 31 wRC+ — he's still striking out more frequently and hitting more infield pop ups than his career rates — but 
the frequency of hard contact mixed in should offer a little encouragement. 
 
“He hit that ball (Friday) — it was down and away — and he stayed through and hit that double to center,” Terry Francona said. “That was a 
gorgeous swing. He hit that same ball about a week ago, and he got a fly out to center field. It’s nice when guys get rewarded for doing good 
things because that encourages them to keep doing that.” 
 
Overall, Kipnis' average exit velocity (88.2 mph) is up 2.3 mph from last season, which is reassuring. He's still a bit behind where he was at in 
2016 (89.1 mph), but there are certainly enough variables to warrant patience. 
 
.118: That's José Ramírez's batting average on balls in play. His career rate is .300, providing one of several reasons to believe his early-
season funk (.160/.300/.340) won't last forever. 
 
His strikeouts are actually four percent lower than his career average, and the switch-hitter is taking walks at a far more frequent rate (16.7 
percent). Those are excellent signs. 
 
Some of the other things — his abnormally high fly-ball rate (52.2 percent) or his less-than-typical line drive percentage (8.7) — will probably 
work their way out as the season unfolds. 
 
5: One other curious factor is Ramírez's drop in swings in the strike zone. 
According to FanGraphs, Ramírez is swinging at five percent fewer pitches in the zone than last year, which could mean he's letting some 
hittable pitches sail through the zone without consequence. 
 
For example, here are his swing rates from last year. 
Now, here are the swing rates from this year. 
A few subtle adjustments might make all the difference. 
 
“I know the number’s aren’t looking great for anybody,” Francona said. “I’m actually encouraged. I don’t see anybody out there hanging their 
heads. … As a collective unit, they’re going to break out of this together. It’ll be fun to watch.” 
 
46.2 percent: On the flip side, Edwin Encarnacion's swing rate this year (46.2 percent) is an increase, up nearly three percent from last year. 
 
Notably, he's also swinging at more than seven percent more pitches outside the zone than his career average, leading to a slight drop in his 
contact percentage and a scary strikeout rate of 28.6 percent. 
 
The good news? He's still making plenty of contact within the zone (88.1 percent), so more than anything else, he's probably been his own 
worst enemy during the first few weeks, jumping at pitches outside the zone. 
 
Of course, it's always worth keeping an eye on any aging slugger. At 35 years old, Encarnacion is no different, but his reputation as a slow 
starter is understood. He put any early concerns to rest last year by slugging 38 homers and posting a 132 wRC+ after a forgettable April. 
 
Anything truly alarming will likely take more than two weeks to spot. 
 
.442: The expected weighted on-base average of Yonder Alonso this season. 
 
Expected weighted on-base average (xwOBA) is calculated by measuring quality of contact (exit velocity and launch angle), frequency of 
contact and plate discipline. Yeah, I know the name sucks, but it's extremely useful. That metric strips away luck and other factors, giving us an 
indication of how well the player should be performing based on those elements. 
 
Alonso is tied for 21st in baseball in xwOBA (among those with at least 100 results). Oddly enough, that output matches the man he replaced, 
Carlos Santana, who also owned a .442 xwOBA entering this week. 
 
.166: The irony doesn't end there. Alonso ranks as baseball's third-most unlucky hitter. To arrive at that conclusion, we simply subtract his 
xwOBA from his actual wOBA. His gap of .166 is the third-biggest in the majors and partially helps explain Alonso's .191/.283/.340 slash line. 



As for the game's most unlucky hitter? That honor belongs to Santana (.154/.254/.327), who is suffering through a .191 gap in xwOBA and 
actual wOBA. As Alonso recently told The Athletic, sometimes you have to be patient waiting for the water levels to “even out.” 
 
99.6 mph: Roberto Pérez's average exit velocity this season, which leads the team. Granted, Pérez only has an 11-result sample, but hard 
contact is hard contact and doesn't require nearly the sample size that other metrics do. 
 
In comparison, Yan Gomes owns an average exit velocity of 91 mph in 17 more plate appearances than Pérez. If that continues, you'd expect 
the timeshare dynamic between the two stellar defensive catchers to shift. 
 
This spring, Pérez told The Athletic he wanted to “be ready to hit your pitch and drive it.” In that regard, Pérez is swinging at more than six 
percent more pitches in the zone than he has previously in his career. The sample is minute, but it aligns with his goal to be more aggressive 
and give away fewer at-bats. 
 
.185: Cody Allen leads Indians pitchers with the lowest xwOBA on the team, but second place belongs to Tyler Olson (.185). To give you some 
additional context, the league average in xwOBA this year is .332. 
 
Granted, Olson's only faced 18 hitters to this point — one of them connecting on a homer in Seattle — but he's a good example how small 
samples can cloud the picture. Through five innings, the lefty has been charged with three runs, resulting in a 5.40 ERA. However, he's also 
struck out half of the hitters he's faced, recording a swinging-strike rate of 20.3 percent. 
 
More important, it seems Francona hasn't struggled to find spots for Olson. Francona conceded it was a different story last year with Boone 
Logan. Part of the reasoning? He feels more comfortable letting Olson face the occasional right-handed hitter. 
 
“It is a little easier,” Francona said, “because with Tyler, he can get two-seam movement with his fastball down. So if he needs to face right-
handers, he has a place to go. It doesn’t always work, but it’s not where it’s just a left-on-left guy. His angle and his change of deliveries is really 
tough on lefties. But the two-seam movement can be good against righties, also.” 
 
.143: While most relievers shrink their arsenals, Olson has maintained all four of his pitches, something former pitching coach Mickey Callaway 
stressed when the lefty arrived in Cleveland. While he has used his two-seamer more on average against right-handed hitters the past two 
years, he typically reserves his changeup for those particular meetings. 
 
Year Fourseam Twoseam Curve Change 
2017 23.03 18.18 19.39 39.39 
2018 30.56 5.56 25.00 38.89 
And here is his pitch usage against left-handed hitters: 
 
Year Fourseam Twoseam Curve Change 
2017 37.78 6.11 55.56 0.56 
2018 21.05 10.53 68.42 0.00 
Right-handed hitters are just 3-for-21 (.143) against his changeup since last season. 
 
5: That's how many pitchers have seen a velocity drop of at least 0.5 mph compared to last April. Among those with a little less on their four-
seamer this month are Cody Allen (-1.1 mph), Andrew Miller (-1.8 mph), Corey Kluber (-0.6 mph), Nick Goody (-0.6 mph) and Josh Tomlin (-0.9 
mph). 
 
Cause for concern? Maybe for some, but Miller thinks velocity examinations in the frigid April temperatures are probably a bit overblown. 
 
“It's really hard to warm up in these situations and feel the way you want to feel,” Miller said. “It's not just your arm. It's everything from your toes 
to the top of your head. Guys are wearing more clothes, guys are sorting through different things. I'm sure you've heard plenty about the feel of 
the baseball. It's fair because both sides have to deal with it, but it's not fun. 
 
“For me, when I go into a game, it's just about getting outs. I'm not worried about my velocity. Obviously, I'd like for it to be higher — it makes 
things a little bit easier — but ultimately, I think I can pitch pretty well with a pretty wide range of velocities. Some guys don't do that. Some guys 
pitch the same all the time. I can float all over the plate velocity-wise. More for me, it's just a feel thing and understanding where my mechanics 
are and command-wise.” 
 
Rosenthal: Albies dazzles for the Braves, Pujols an d Moustakas are rejuventated, and more notes from aro und MLB 
By Ken Rosenthal 9m ago  
During spring training in 2016, some of the Atlanta Braves’ position players were on a back field, staging a hitting contest. 
 
A line drive to the outfield grass was good for one point. If it rolled to the wall, two points. Off the wall, three. Home run, four. 
 
Ozzie Albies, 5-foot-8 and 155 pounds, dominated the competition. 
 



“He was launching oppo homers at will with an easy swing,” Braves catcher Kurt Suzuki said. “I couldn’t believe it.” 
 
Albies, who turned 21 on Jan. 7, made his major-league debut last Aug. 1, but remains the youngest player on any 25-man roster. 
 
Not that there was much doubt, but the entire sport believes in him now. 
 
Suzuki echoes the sentiments of his manager, Brian Snitker, who says Albies and the Houston Astros’ 5-6, 164-pound José Altuve are the best 
pound-for-pound players in baseball. 
 
Two of the most exciting as well, as Albies demonstrated last Friday at Wrigley Field with two brilliant, electric plays at second base. 
In 319 career plate appearances — the approximate equivalent of half a season — Albies is batting .292 with 11 homers and an .857 OPS. The 
Braves, a surprising 9-7, are second in the majors in OPS at second base. 
 
A native of Curaçao, Albies speaks English, Spanish, Dutch and Papiamentu. Braves officials describe him as fearless, relentless, full of 
confidence — but with the right touch of humility, too. 
 
“A few years ago, the Braves had a winter camp for a week in Atlanta at Turner Field. At the time, Albies was a shortstop at (Class-A) Rome,” 
recalled Braves field coordinator and former farm director Dave Trembley. 
 
“During the media session that week, Albies was asked about his chances of playing shortstop in Atlanta as the Braves already had a major-
league shortstop (Andrelton Simmons). His response was, ‘I will put the catching gear on and catch if it gets me to the major leagues.’” 
 
As it turned out, Albies indeed changed positions, moving to second to accommodate Dansby Swanson, whom the Braves acquired from the 
Arizona Diamondbacks in Dec. 2015. The two, then in the minors, quickly became good friends. 
 
The Braves signed Albies for $350,000 in July 2013 under former general manager Frank Wren and international scouting director Johnny 
Almaraz. Alex Anthopoulos, the team’s current GM who took over last Nov. 13, said he previously knew all about Albies’ ability, but not his 
makeup. 
 
“The energy, the work ethic, the confidence, instincts, being a great teammate,” Anthopoulos said. “He’s always been highly regarded as a 
prospect so no one ever doubted his talent. Being around him as a person and watching how he handles himself has been the most impressive 
part. I expect him to develop into a leader on this team.” 
 
Trembley went a step further. 
 
“He is a shot in the arm for the game of baseball.” 
 
MOOSE REJUVENATED, EVEN AFTER TRYING WINTER 
Kansas City Royals third baseman Mike Moustakas knows the perception that he was not in top condition might have been a contributing factor 
in the limited interest he received as a free agent. But Moustakas, 30, addressed that criticism by getting in better shape, and GM Dayton 
Moore spoke excitedly last week about the slugger’s off-season work, saying he is running as well as he ever has. 
 
Even better, Moustakas is hitting the way he did last season, extending his hitting streak to nine games, raising his batting average to .361 and 
contributing his fourth home run Tuesday night. He already looks like a top trade candidate — he will be owed slightly more than $2 million of 
his $6.5 million salary, plus incentives, at the non-waiver deadline. Come next off-season, he might be in better position as a free agent, too; 
the CBA prohibits players from being offered a qualifying offer a second time, so any team that signs Moustakas will not face the loss of draft 
picks or international bonus pool money. 
 
Some Royals officials worried about Moustakas’ body even when he was younger, but Moustakas’ only two career trips to the DL both were 
somewhat freakish, and both occurred in 2016. First, he fractured his left thumb, saying later he believed the injury occurred on a tag play. 
Then he tore the ACL in his right knee after a collision with Alex Gordon, ending his season on May 22. 
 
In Moustakas’ five other full seasons, he averaged 144 games. 
 
“It’s always been my m.o. — I’m a bigger-bodied guy,” Moustakas said. “I guess teams were concerned how I would come in after surgery, 
which is understandable. But I go out and play 150 games a year, go out every single day, play hurt, play injured. 
 
“In this game, there aren’t a lot of days off. You’ve got to grind through pain and injury. I feel like I’ve done that for a great part of my career. I 
feel like I’ve been pretty durable.” 
 
WITH LUCCHESI, NOT A MATTER OF LUCK 
 



San Diego Padres left-hander Joey Lucchesi already is justifying the team’s faith in him as a fourth-round pick out of Southeast Missouri State 
in 2016 — he cracked the team’s Opening Day rotation, then struck out 25 and walked only four in his first 21 2/3 innings, producing a 1.66 
ERA. 
 
Some with the Padres, however, wanted scouting director Mark Conner to wait on Lucchesi in the 2016 draft, believing he would be available in 
a later round. Lucchesi was a fifth-year senior who previously had gone undrafted. But both the Padres’ area scout, Troy Hoerner, and cross-
checker, Yancy Ayres, recommended him strongly. 
 
The Padres wanted an affordable sign with their fourth rounder, 114th overall pick — they would end up going above the recommended bonus 
for Stanford right-hander Cal Quantrill at No. 8 overall, below for high-school shortstop Hudson Sanchez (now Potts) at No. 24, then above 
again for high-school right-handers Reggie Lawson at No. 71 and Mason Thomason at No. 85. 
 
Lucchesi was just about to turn 23, an advanced age for a college pitcher at a time when teams prefer their players to be as young as possible, 
even as prospects. Conner, then in only his second year as scouting director, faced a choice: Gamble on another player his people liked? Or 
grab Lucchesi? 
 
“To me, it was one of those things where I would rather step up to get the player our scout really knew and the group really liked than potentially 
lose him,” Conner said. “I’ve been very fortunate to be around a lot of smart people in the game. A lot of people have given me advice, ‘Don’t 
lose the player that you really want, that you really like.’ He was the one.” 
 
Padres executive Logan White, who as Los Angeles Dodgers scouting director drafted Clayton Kershaw, Matt Kemp and Russell Martin, 
among others, was impressed by the poise Conner showed in a divided draft room. 
 
“Mark did the most important thing a scouting director has to do,” White said. “A scouting director has to know who to listen to, when to listen to 
them and know the timing of when to take the player — the feel to make the right call.” 
 
Conner made the call and the Padres signed Lucchesi for $100,000, well below the recommended slot of $521,200. 
 
“I don’t want to say it was an easy decision. The other guys were making really good arguments,” Conner said. “But I think it turned out all 
right.” 
 
RUN, ALBERT, RUN! 
Like Moustakas, Los Angeles Angels first baseman Albert Pujols is moving better this season, and his increased friskiness is making an 
impression on new Angels second baseman Ian Kinsler. 
 
“I know DHing is tough on him because he’s such a workaholic — he’s always in the cage, taking swings, trying to get ready for his next at-bat,” 
Kinsler said. “He’s baseball player. He wants to be out on the field. He wants to run the bases. Some of us are like, ‘Dude, slow down!’ But he 
wants to go.” 
 
The rejuvenation of Pujols is partly the product of his first normal off-season of training, without needing to rehabilitate a foot injury, since 2012-
13. His timing is perfect — the Angels need him to play more first base so they can use Shohei Ohtani as a DH. 
 
Pujols, 38, already has started nine games at first, three more than all of last season, and he has regained explosiveness in his lower half, 
helping him on the offensive side. He is 11 hits away from 3,000, and a $3 million bonus for reaching that milestone. 
 
Only three other players have reached 600 homers and 3,000 hits — Hank Aaron, Willie Mays and Alex Rodriguez. 
 
ARE THE MARINERS LEGIT? 
 
The Seattle Mariners’ dynamic offense looks even better following the return of designated hitter Nelson Cruz and will get deeper still with 
catcher Mike Zunino and left fielder Ben Gamel expected to make their respective season debuts this week. 
 
Closer Edwin Díaz (eight innings, 16 strikeouts, two walks) is also off to a terrific start, and the Mariners believe the rest of their bullpen will be 
competent even with right-hander David Phelps out for the season after undergoing Tommy John surgery. 
 
The starting rotation, though, remains a major question. 
 
Take away oft-injured ace left-hander James Paxton, who has never made 25 starts in a season, and the three other starters in the Mariners’ 
Opening Day rotation — right-handers Félix Hernández and Mike Leake and left-hander Marco Gonzales — are averaging 5.96 strikeouts per 
nine innings. That figure would be nearly the lowest of any major-league rotation; the Chicago White Sox are at 5.90. 
 
Yes, it’s early, but to this point Hernández’s strikeout and swing-and-miss rates are at career-low levels, while Leake has more walks (nine) 
than strikeouts (eight) and Gonzales averaged four innings in his first three starts. Right-hander Erasmo Ramírez, who could return from a 
strained right lat muscle and become the fifth starter on Sunday, also is a finesse pitcher. 



WHOLE NEW BALLGAME . . . EVENTUALLY 
Major League Baseball, in its quest to develop a ball easier for pitchers to grip, sent a prototype for six clubs to test in spring training and into 
the regular season, according to sources. Baltimore Orioles pitchers were still fiddling with the experimental balls when they visited Yankee 
Stadium from April 6 to 8. 
 
The sport first tested prototypes during the Arizona Fall League in 2016, as first reported by Jeff Passan of Yahoo Sports. Don’t get too excited, 
though: While MLB would love to introduce a ball with enough tackiness on the leather for pitchers to refrain from using foreign substances 
such as pine tar and sunscreen, the league is years away from actually making such a thing happen, sources said. 
 
First, MLB would need to approve a new ball for Rawlings to manufacture; the sport received “mixed feedback” on the current prototype and 
likely will try another version this year, one source said. Once the new ball was available, MLB likely would test it for a year at Single A, then a 
year at Double A, etc. The sport would want to explore any unintended consequences that might result from the new ball before introducing it to 
the majors. 
 
So much is unpredictable. A new surface might increase the number of blisters for pitchers. The difference in surface friction might result in an 
increase or decrease in home runs. MLB also would need to settle on a color. Uniformly produced balls would not need to be rubbed up with 
mud, and pitchers no longer would be permitted to discard discolored balls the way they do now. 
 
AROUND THE HORN 
—As I reported in this week’s Full Count video for Fox Sports, one rival executive says tens of millions are at stake for Toronto Blue Jays third 
baseman Josh Donaldson based on the condition of his right shoulder. 
 
Donaldson will be much less attractive as a free agent if there is some question about whether he could play third base — a first base/DH role 
could limit him to the American League, and he already faces the handicap of turning 33 in December. 
 
Donaldson has been dealing with the shoulder issue since early in spring training. If he comes back healthy, no problem. If not, the questions 
about his value in the open market will intensify. 
 
—The Royals are raving about their new pitching coach, Cal Eldred. During my visit to Kansas City last weekend, several pitchers noted with 
admiration that Eldred spent 14 years in the majors, with closer Kelvin Herrera saying, “There is no situation he hasn’t been in.” 
 
Right-hander Jason Hammel, a 13-year veteran with his sixth club, said Eldred already is one of the best pitching coaches he has ever worked 
with. Lefty Eric Skoglund described Eldred as fun to play catch with, saying, “his arm is still there.” 
 
Royals GM Dayton Moore believes both Eldred and new hitting coach Terry Bradshaw stand a chance of becoming elite in the next two to three 
years. 
 
—Pace of play update: Through Monday’s play, the average time of a nine-inning game was 3 hours, 1 minute, 32 seconds. The average at the 
same point a year ago was 3:03:31. By the end of the season, it was 3:05:11. 
 
It’s too early to form any kind of judgment, but perhaps a greater drop was expected with new rules in effect and so many games taking place in 
cold weather? 
 
—And finally, cheers to Colorado Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis, who was diagnosed with testicular cancer in November 2016 and did not 
return to the majors until last August. 
 
Through four starts, Bettis is 3-0 with a 1.44 ERA, going 7 and 7 1/3 innings in his most recent two outings against the Washington Nationals 
and Pittsburgh Pirates. 
 
Francisco Lindor's crowd-pleasing home run leads In dians over Twins in Puerto Rico 

By La Velle E. Neal III 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO – The Twins wore the white pants Tuesday night, but it wasn’t clear if they actually were going to be received as 
the home team in the Puerto Rico Series. 

Even as the Twins’ Eddie Rosario received a huge ovation from during pregame introductions, All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor and a fellow 
Puerto Ricans lined up on the other side. Cleveland was the preferred team among the fans who showed up to watch Major League Baseball at 
Hiram Bithorn Stadium. 

“It felt more neutral [early],” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “They were just looking for something to cheer about.” 

That was confirmed in the fifth inning when Twins righthander Jake Odorizzi threw the wrong pitch to the wrong spot to the wrong man. 

Lindor, born near Caguas, crushed a hanging 3-2 curveball over the right field wall for a two-run home run to open the scoring, and that 
prompted the full-throated roar of jubilant fans as they praised their native son. That also unlocked the rest of the Indians offense, as Cleveland 
pulled away to a 6-1 win in the first of two games in San Juan. 



It was the first time either team played outside the continental U.S. and Canada, and a sellout crowd of 19,516 made sure their voices were 
heard on a night in which Carlos Beltran threw out the first pitch and first responders during Hurricane Maria last September were honored. 

“It was cool to see an atmosphere like that,” Odorizzi said. “Hopefully we can come back and come out on top [Wednesday].” 

Odorizzi was locked into a duel early with Cleveland ace Corey Kluber; each pitcher tossed four shutout innings. But Lindor’s home run in the 
fifth got fans going. They roared as soon as Lindor made contact, held their breath as Twins right fielder Robbie Grossman jumped at the wall, 
then roared louder when the ball cleared the fence. 

Fans demanded a curtain call, and the smiling Lindor obliged. 

“It didn’t surprise me,” Odorizzi said of the atmosphere. “I was prepared for it. Any time he made contact, it was loud.” 

What a moment! �� 

Here’s another view of the hometown hero’s HR with some serious Puerto Rican flavor: pic.twitter.com/YFhc83aGWH 

— Cleveland Indians (@Indians) April 18, 2018 

Jose Ramirez greeted Odorizzi in the sixth with a home run to right, and Michael Brantley hit the next pitch out to left-center to make it 4-0. 
Odorizzi allowed at least three homers in a game for the sixth time in his career. Two came on his curveball, which has been a good pitch for 
him this season. 

“He threw some good ones,” Molitor said. “He didn’t get it where he wanted to on the Lindor home run. He didn’t crush it, but he hit it in a good 
spot. It was a big moment, given the series and Lindor.” 

Kluber, meanwhile, cruised into the seventh with a three-hit shutout. He left after Brian Dozier hit a two-out RBI double. Andrew Miller entered, 
walked Joe Mauer but struck out Miguel Sano. The Twins trailed 5-1 at the time, and Brandon Guyer’s home run off Gabriel Moya in the eighth 
completed the scoring. 

Rosario, from Guayama, was cheered each time he stepped to the plate and led off the fourth with a single. The Indians showed why they were 
17 games better than the Twins last season. And Lindor took the spotlight with his home run. 

But Rosario was able to smile a bit at his own good fortune on a special day for him. 

“It was an awesome feeling,” Rosario said. “I was a little nervous. … I’m too emotional right now. I’m still happy.” 
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Twins' Byron Buxton sits out game with migrane headac he 

By La Velle E. Neal III 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO – Since the Twins hadn’t played a game since last Thursday, they presumably had plenty of time to rest the few 
aches and pains they had and face the Cleveland Indians with a squad at full strength. 

Not quite, as outfielder Byron Buxton was a late scratch because of a migraine. Buxton had played in all 11 games before Tuesday’s 
development. 

Max Kepler moved from right field to play center in place of Buxton. Robbie Grossman was scheduled to be a reserve, but went into right field 
while taking over Buxton’s No. 8 spot in the batting order. Defensively, losing the platinum-glove winning Buxton was a setback to the Twins as 
they faced Cleveland for the first time this season. 

Last season, Buxton made several strong defensive plays against the Indians. After he showed no regard for his health while smashing into the 
wall to rob Carlos Santana of a hit during a May 14 game at Progressive Field, Indians manager Terry Francona said, “That kid in center field is 
probably still catching something now. He’s unbelievable. He’s everywhere.” 

Buxton, batting .195 with two RBI and four stolen bases, is considered day to day. 

Lending a hand 

In addition to the regular traveling party, about 20 Twins front office staff and employees made the trip to Puerto Rico for the games against the 
Indians. That included owner Jim Pohlad, Twins great Tony Oliva and mascot T.C. Bear. 

Many of them took part in volunteer events in the area, such as renovating buildings and restoring water and power to areas that were hit hard 
by Hurricane Maria last year. 

Eddie Rosario visited his old high school in Guayama, where he held a news conference. Jose Berrios took a group of Twins, including Joe 
Mauer, Jake Odorizzi, Kyle Gibson and Tyler Kinley, to a local hospital to visit patients. 

On Tuesday, the Twins and Major League Baseball donated a cargo truck, a van and building supplies — a $350,000 package in all — to 
Habitat for Humanity. 

If the price is right 

The Twins, during spring training, reached out to several of their young, emerging players about signing long-term deals. But one by one, they 
declined. 

Both Berrios and Rosario were asked Tuesday if they are willing to sign such deals in the future. 

“The Twins gave me the opportunity to play,” said Berrios, who is in his second year of service time and is making $570,000 this season. “I 
would love to continue my entire career playing for the Twins. And would love to come to an agreement and stay here for many years.” 

Said Rosario, who is making $602,500 this season: “Right now we are focusing on just playing baseball.” 



Return of Twins pitcher Jose Berrios to Puerto Rico  will pack the stands 

By La Velle E. Neal III 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO – The moment couldn’t be any bigger for Jose Berrios. 

He’s set to take the mound Wednesday at historic Hiram Bithorn Stadium, where he estimated about 150 of his friends and family will be in the 
stands. Actually, a majority of the 19,000 in attendance will have their eyes on every move made by the Twins 24-year-old righthander from 
Bayamon. 

He will pitch Wednesday after his team did all it could — while absorbing four postponements at Target Field — to ensure Berrios stayed in to 
have this moment. Lance Lynn will go 10 days between starts in order for Berrios to take the ball. 

The Twins also are facing the team they are trying to dethrone in the American League Central Division, the Cleveland Indians. 

“The biggest night for me in my baseball career, so far,” Berrios said. 

A big moment, indeed, but Berrios and the Twins believe he might be the best man to handle pitching in a nationally televised game near his 
home against a division rival. 

Berrios knows fans will be singing, dancing, cheering and creating a carnivallike atmosphere, something unfamiliar to many of his teammates. 

“This is a big deal,” said outfielder Eddie Rosario, who was born in Guayama. 

Berrios agreed.“We have played in front of big crowds and they were not all Puerto Rican,” he said. “So this 19,000 will count as 50,000.” 

His battles against Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor are highly anticipated. Berrios once played against Lindor when he was 8 years old, but 
he wasn’t a pitcher at the time. Lindor, hugely popular on the island, is 3-for-9 with a double against Berrios in the majors. Overall, Berrios is 2-2 
with a 5.13 ERA in four career starts against the Indians, but he held them to one run over 7 ⅔ innings in a victory last May 13. 

Berrios enters the game throwing as well as he ever has since making his debut in 2016. Berrios’ curveball looks sharper than ever, and his 
command of it has improved. And opponents are batting only .220 against it. 

“I don’t think we have really begun to see just how dominant he can be,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “He’s still learning. He’s got great 
work ethic. And it has been fun to see him get off to a good start.” 

Berrios was asked in Spanish if he has “arrived,” as a pitcher. He responded with the same confidence he has shown throughout his young 
career. 

“If I say no, I would be lying,” he said. “That’s what I prepared for. That’s what I’m here for. I’m very happy about the way I’ve been performing, 
and I’m satisfied. But I have a long way to go. 

“I am just getting ready to be a high-caliber pitcher.” 
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Francisco Lindor’s homer triggers power surge that b uries Twins 

By MIKE BERARDINO | mberardino@pioneerpress.com 

SAN JUAN, P.R. — Just before Twins right-hander Jake Odorizzi made his 88th pitch on Tuesday night, a throaty roar rolled across the packed 
stands at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in the top of the fifth inning. 

Having let homeland hero Francisco Lindor out of a no-ball, two-strike hole, Odorizzi had to watch the Cleveland Indians shortstop loft a full-
count curveball for a two-run homer to break up a scoreless pitcher’s duel with Corey Kluber. 

“I just thought it was your average fly ball to right field,” Odorizzi said after a 6-1 loss. “Maybe the cheers pushed it out and it ended up in the 
front row. I’ve given up a few in my day, but that’s one I didn’t really feel like was one of them. It was obviously the turning point of the game.” 

Lindor’s homer sent the sellout crowd of 19,516 into an extended celebration as he rounded the bases with all the jubilation this two-game 
Puerto Rico Series promised from the moment it was announced last June. 

A curtain call followed moments later for the ever-popular Lindor on this sticky, 78-degree night. Jose Ramirez and Michael Brantley added solo 
homers to start the sixth and chase Odorizzi, who had allowed just one homer through his first 21 innings with the Twins. 

“For being 20,000 people, they were very loud,” Odorizzi said. “It felt like about 40,000. Anytime (Lindor) made contact it was loud. It wasn’t 
really affecting me regardless. I was actually expecting it to be louder when he was up there.” 

Seven months after Hurricane Maria caused billions in devastation across the island, Major League Baseball returned to this U.S. territory for its 
first regular-season game since 2010. Twins right-hander Jose Berrios, who grew up 10 minutes away in Bayamon, is due to start 
Wednesday’s series finale. 

“It will be a bit of a test in how he’s matured in terms of handling emotion when things get going fast,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “I’m 
sure he’ll be excited. Hopefully he can just stay in the box he’s been in because it’s been pretty good.” 

Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario, who grew up about 90 minutes south in the coastal town of Guayama, singled in four trips. He also heard his 
first name chanted throughout the night and joined Lindor in waving oversized Puerto Rican flags after former New York Yankees center fielder 
Bernie Williams played soulful guitar versions of both the Puerto Rican and U.S. national anthems. 

Afterward, Rosario spoke of the emotions and pride he felt throughout the rare evening. 

With the loss the Twins, playing their first game in five days after a weekend blizzard in the Twin Cities, also slipped behind the Indians in the 
American League Central standings. The Indians were ostensibly rusty as well, having sat around since Friday due to weather issues in 
Cleveland. 



Pitching for the first time in a week, Odorizzi extended his scoreless streak to seven innings since switching exclusively to the stretch midway 
through his start against the Houston Astros on April 10. He struck out the first two Indians batters in the fifth — giving him six strikeouts — 
before giving up a second straight double to Bradley Zimmer, the No. 9 hitter. 

Odorizzi (1-1) suffered his first loss with the Twins and his first three-homer game since June 25, 2016 at Baltimore. His career high for homers 
allowed remains four: Aug. 25, 2014, also at Baltimore. 

Kluber, meanwhile, was his usual dominant self, slicing through the Twins on just three singles and two walks through six innings. Doubles by 
Max Kepler and Brian Dozier averted the shutout in the seventh. 

“He’s a tall order,” Molitor said. 

Kluber (2-1) improved to 9-5 in 20 career starts against the Twins, but it was his first look at them since a 13-strikeout no-decision at 
Progressive Field last June 24. 

With a pair of walks, Joe Mauer moved past Puerto Rico’s Jose Cruz Sr. and Scott Rolen with 900 for his career. Mauer is now 174th all time 
and just three behind David Justice. 

This was the 48th major league regular-season game played at Bithorn Stadium since 2001, when the Texas Rangers and Toronto Blue Jays 
played a single game. All but five of those came in 2003-04, the Montreal Expos’ last two seasons before relocating to Washington, D.C. 
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