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Rockies' bats can't pick up Gray in loss to Cubs 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
12:34 AM ET 
 
DENVER -- Cold rain pounded Nolan Arenado's black Rockies cap, and his balaclava -- ski mask in layman's terms -- 

tried to keep the awfulness off his face as he hoped in vain for one good thing to happen on a rough Friday night at Coors 

Field. 

Instead, Kris Bryant's grounder refused to roll foul and plopped against the third-base bag. The hit drove in the final run 

of a cold, wet and helpless 16-5 loss to the Cubs that saw the temperature dipping into the upper 30s by the end., 2018 

At least the night started well for Arenado, who returned from a five-game suspensionfor charging the mound during an 

April 11 game and hit the first pitch he saw for a two-run homer. But in the end he was a cold, wet, high and dry Rockies 

player. 

"Today was a positive, individually, but unfortunately we didn't win," said Arenado, who had three hits.It wasn't just that 

little went right for the Rockies. It's that the loss highlighted the problems that haunt the Rockies, even though they 

finished the night above .500 at 11-10. 

After returning to the postseason last year for the first time since 2009, part of the Rockies' optimism was rooted in Jon 

Gray, their No. 1 starter, and an offense expected to produce -- especially at Coors. 

But on Friday: 

• Gray (1-4) didn't have his slider, lost his fastball location as the evening progressed and was charged with seven runs 

(five earned) in five-plus innings. 
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• An offense that entered the night last in the National League in batting and on-base percentage improved both of those 

figures by five points -- .219 batting, .290 OBP. But most of that came when the game was well out of hand. 

• The loss left the Rockies at 2-5 at Coors. The road start has been good, but for a team that has had two winning road 

records in its history -- 2009 and last season, both at 41-40 -- contention is not sustainable when struggling at home. 

Starting pitching, combined with a bullpen that has been hard to beat with a lead, has kept the Rockies afloat. However, 

that pitching hasn't come from a frustrated Gray. 

"I'm really just trying to wait for this nightmare to end," Gray said. "I feel like I'm making strides each time but the results 

are just not there yet. But it's not going to keep me from going back out next time and giving everything I have." 

Unlike many of his other starts, which featured just enough mistakes to prevent him from being dominant, Gray had little 

of his stuff. He finished with one strikeout. In losses in his last two starts, Gray fanned 12 in 10 2/3 innings. 

"If there's one thing, tonight he didn't throw very many good sliders, and usually when Jon has his slider and his fastball 

command he'll get some strikeouts," Rockies manager Bud Black said. 

Gray coughed up a Javier Baez two-run homer on the game's third pitch. Although the leadoff hitter reached in each of 

his first four innings, he was in a 3-3 tie going into the fifth. Baez's one-out double and some less-than-stellar defense 

(something that hasn't been a problem) led to a two-run inning, and Gray lasted two batters in the sixth. 

Righty reliever Bryan Shaw struggled after replacing Gray, giving up five runs on four hits, including Kyle Schwarber's 

three-run homer, while managing just two outs. 

After Arenado's homer gave the Rockies a 3-2 lead, Cubs starter Kyle Hendricks (1-1) settled in and finished with six 

strikeouts in five innings. Beyond Arenado, the Rockies' best offensive performer -- at least during the competitive portion 

-- was Gray, who doubled in the second and singled in the fifth. 

Gray has a .222 season batting average -- higher than that of Friday starters Gerardo Parra (.215 as his slump dragged 

to 2-for-19), Trevor Story (.216), Ian Desmond (.153 and on a 2-for-29 skid) and Ryan McMahon (.158, although he 

could celebrate the first two-hit game of his career). Gray is 13 points behind Carlos Gonzalez (.235), who sat out nursing 

a right hamstring injury. 
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MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

Decision of disappointment: With the score tied at 3 in the fifth, Gray needed his defense. Problem was Story wanted 

more. 

With one out and Baez at second, Story fielded Bryant's bouncer to shortstop and fired to Arenado at third, who could not 

tag Baez in time. (Baez was originally ruled out, but the call was overturned after the Cubs challenged).20th, 2018 

Had Story gone to first for the simple out, all Gray needed to do was retire Anthony Rizzofor a scoreless inning. Instead, 

Rizzo's grounder plated a run, then Arenado's first error of the season -- a difficult throw that McMahon couldn't handle -- 

let another run score. 

SOUND SMART 

Gray's slider has not been consistent this season. Last season, out of 80 balls in play against Gray's slider, 11 were hard 

hit (95 mph or greater exit velocity), according to Statcast™. This season, of the 30 balls in play against the slider, 10 

have been hard hit. One of those came Friday -- the Baez homer., 2018 

HE SAID IT 

"Collectively, I'm getting tired of saying it, we need five or six guys on a roll, and we only have a couple." -- Black, on the 

Rockies' offense 

UP NEXT 

Rockies lefty Tyler Anderson gave up three runs (one earned) in his last start Sunday at Washington, walking six over 4 

2/3 innings. Anderson (0-0, 4.74 ERA) will start on Saturday at 6:10 p.m. MT against Cubs righty Yu Darvish (0-1, 6.00 

ERA), who has never pitched at Coors Field. 
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Suspension over, Arenado homers in 1st AB 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Apr. 20th, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Having watched way more baseball than he wanted to during a five-game suspension, Rockies third 

baseman Nolan Arenado swatted the first pitch he saw from Cubs right-hander Kyle Hendricks for a two-run homer in 

Friday night's 16-5 loss to the Cubs. 

Arenado had been suspended for charging the mound when the Padres' Luis Perdomothrew a pitch behind him on April 

11. Before Friday's game, Arenado said watching the team was tough, although the Rockies managed to go 3-2 without 

him. 

"I was probably a little more nervous, just because I was hoping they would win," Arenado said. "Being in the fight, you 

don't really think of anything. You just go out there and compete. But watching, you hope they win. I felt guilty, not being 

out there. I feel like if they lost, it was like it was personally my fault because I wasn't doing anything to help.". 20th, 2018 

Arenado certainly helped Friday. 

The Cubs took a 2-0 lead on Javier Baez's sixth homer of the year on Rockies starter Jon Gray's third pitch. But in the 

bottom of the first, Charlie Blackmon delivered an RBI single. Arenado came up to warm applause, then poked 

Hendricks' 84.5-mph slider over the out-of-town scoreboard in right for his 150th career home run. 

During the suspension, Arenado found himself feeling old while taking at-bats Monday through Wednesday in extended 

spring training at the club's complex in Scottsdale, Ariz. Some of the players, who are awaiting assignment to Minor 

League clubs and may not join a team until the Rookie and Short Season teams begin play in June, are a decade younger 

than Arenado. 

"There were a couple of guys there that were like 16 or 17," said Arenado. "That was a little weird. I felt really old, 

especially with my birthday, getting older. 

"It was cool talking to them, cool being around young kids. It kind of gives you a little bit more energy, to be honest with 

you. They're younger, a little bit more bouncy and wanted to do more stuff. It was fun." 
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In Arenado's absence, the team hit .170 with a .241 on-base percentage. However, seven of the 27 hits were home runs, 

which turned out to be enough when the pitching performed well. In defense of the hitters, the Rockies played in sub-

freezing wind chill two of the nights in Pittsburgh. 

"Maybe swings and misses a little too much, but it's cold," Arenado said. "It's not easy to play in that weather, in those 

conditions. I don't know if I would have done anything, either, in those conditions, but they battled, they did the best they 

could and found a way to win. It was good starting pitching, our bullpen did a good job and our defense is really good. 

That's how you win ballgames." 

But even before the suspension Arenado was subpar (.288, one home run, six RBIs) right along with his teammates. His 

17 at-bats over the three days in extended spring training were designed to find the power in his swing. 

"I had a couple of things I wanted to work on, probably won't share them -- just kind of personal things," he said. "But I feel 

good. I feel fresh. I don't like missing games but I had to do it. I'm trying to look at the positives." 

Being a Major Leaguer among younger players who aren't making much meant Arenado was the one paying for the party, 

even though he was the guy with the birthday. It is customary during injury rehab assignments for a Major Leaguer to pay 

for a nice meal for the team. Arenado found himself figuring out how to treat at least three teams' worth of players. 

"Extended is tough, but I got a taco truck the last day, so everyone got to eat some tacos and just hang out," he said. 

Worth noting 

• Right fielder Carlos Gonzalez suffered a slight right hamstring strain in Pittsburgh on Wednesday. That and the 

expectation of cold weather with the possibility of rain and snow Friday dictated that he would not be in the lineup. 

Gonzalez said he would be available off the bench.. 18th, 2018 

• Gerardo Parra started in right field in Gonzalez's stead. Parra is facing a four-game suspension, but he said Friday 

there was no word on his appeal. 

• Fresh off a solid injury rehab start, righty Jeff Hoffman was recalled, then optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque. On 

Thursday, Hoffman threw 73 pitches and gave up one run on two hits with six strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings. Hoffman retired 

the last 11 batters he faced. 
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The Morning After: How will the Rockies respond to the biggest beatdown of the season thus far? 
After closing the road trip with a decisive 10-2 loss, the Cubs thrashed Gray and Colorado in a 16-5 defeat on Friday at Coors 
Field 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: April 21, 2018 at 6:00 am | UPDATED: April 21, 2018 at 8:45 am 
 

By the time the Cubs’ 16-5 beatdown of the Rockies mercifully ended on Friday night as the rain picked up at Coors Field, 

a question had formed that will need to be answered by Colorado in Game 2 of the series on Saturday. 

How will the Rockies respond to their first absolute drubbing of the season, especially considering the fact it followed an 

equally unimpressive 10-2 loss at Pittsburgh on Wednesday? 

According to manager Bud Black, the first step is realizing these sorts of one-sided affairs are bound to afflict any team 

over the course of a 162-game season. The second step is owning that the Rockies played, in a word, horrendously. 

“This is one of those games that happens maybe a handful of times for every team in professional baseball,” Bud Black 

said postgame. “We’ll just have to look back and say, ‘This (loss) was ours tonight.'” 

But in a year laden with October expectations — and as the Rockies aim for a second consecutive playoff berth for the 

first time in franchise history — how the team bounces back from such blowouts is critically important, even in late April. 

As Black noted, the major league season is bound to have its inevitable ebbs-and-flows, but what separates the good 

clubs from the mediocre ones is the ability to keep a bad game or two from escalating into three consecutive losses, or 

four, or a total free fall. 

That begins with starting pitching, with southpaw Tyler Anderson tasked with righting the ship on Saturday against 

Chicago’s Yu Darvish. 

Five takeaways from Friday night’s game: 

No. 1: With Wednesday’s 10-2 loss to Pittsburgh considered, the Rockies have given up 26 runs over the past two 

games. The Cubs’ 16 runs were the most Colorado has yielded since a 16-5 home loss to Arizona on June 21 of last 

season; the previous high came on July 4, 2008, in an 18-17 win over the Marlins at Coors Field. 
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No. 2: Jon Gray’s slider has been his kryptonite, as opposing hitters are hitting that particular pitch harder than they did in 

2017. Per Statcast, Javier Baez’s first-inning homer was the tenth Gray slider put in play this season that had an exit 

velocity of 95 mph or more. In all of last year, only 11 of Gray’s sliders were hit that hard. 

No. 3: Ian Desmond continues to roll over at the plate, as the outfielder/first baseman leads all of baseball with a 73.1 

percent ground ball rate. On Friday night, he grounded out three times, and despite his four homers is hitting .146 on balls 

in play. 

No. 4: First baseman Ryan McMahon recorded the first multi-hit game of his young career, going 2-for-4 with a double to 

extend his hitting streak to three games. As Black noted, “The hits he’s getting are the other way, which is a good sign. 

He’s taking on pitches away from him, and getting hits to left field.” 

No. 5: Gray may have faced more adversity on the mound, but he had a career day in the box. Like McMahon, the righty 

also recorded the first multi-hit game of his career with a second-inning double as well as a fifth-inning single. 

Quotable: Bud Black on the issue with Gray’s slider so far this year: “There’s a number of things. One of them is 

imparting the correct spin on the ball. Jon has such a quick arm that requires great timing at the release point. It’s just off 

a little bit.” 
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Jon Gray shaky again, offense sputters as Rockies get blasted by Cubs in series opener 
A seven-run sixth inning was Colorado’s undoing as Gray falls to 1-4 on a chilly night at Coors Field 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: April 20, 2018 at 10:18 pm | UPDATED: April 20, 2018 at 11:01 pm 
 
Nolan Arenado made a majestic return from his five-game suspension Friday, hitting a three-run homer on the first pitch 

he saw to give the Rockies a lead over the Cubs in the first inning of the series opener. 

But the feel-good vibes on a chilly night at Coors Field were short-lived. Chicago blasted starter Jon Gray and 

reliever Bryan Shaw for seven runs in a disastrous sixth, the offense sputtered and the Rockies were sloppy on defense 

and the bases in a 16-5 defeat. 

“Tonight (Gray) didn’t throw very many good sliders,” manager Bud Black said. “Usually when he has his slider and 

fastball command, he’ll get some strikeouts… It’s rare that Jon pitches into the sixth inning and only gets one strikeout. 

That tells me his pitches didn’t have quite the action they usually do.” 

Once again, Gray was inconsistent with his command from the opening frame, when Javier Baez crushed an elevated 

slider 410 feet to right on the third pitch of the game to make it 2-0 Cubs. 

“I’m just waiting for this nightmare to end, and I feel like I’m making strides each time,” Gray said. “The results just aren’t 

there yet.” 

Arenado’s response homer gave the Rockies life — and a 3-2 lead — while Gray (1-4) settled down over the next three 

innings. Even in the third, when the Cubs loaded the bases with no outs, the righty elicited a double play and a popup to 

escape with only one run in damage in a 3-3 ballgame. 

But two unearned runs in the fifth — one coming off an Arenado throwing error — increased Chicago’s lead to 5-3, and by 

the time of the Rockies’ sixth inning implosion, Kyle Hendricks had settled in on the mound for Chicago. The right-hander 

(1-1) struck out six and didn’t give up a run after the first. 

Out of the bullpen, Scott Oberg relived Shaw and set down all four batters. He provided one of Colorado’s lone bright 

spots in the game, as did Pat Valaika, who doubled home a run in the eighth to give the team just its third pinch hit in 34 

at-bats this year. 
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Looking ahead 

Cubs RHP Yu Darvish (0-1, 6.00) vs. Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 4.73), 6:10 p.m.; ATTRM 

Rockies hitters have seen little of Darvish, but in the 37 total at-bats they have, Colorado batters have struck out 18 times 

with a collective .162 batting average. Darvish has looked polished in just one of his three starts so far, and his last outing 

against Atlanta was a nine-hit, four-walk, four-run disaster in 4 ⅓ innings pitched. Anderson, meanwhile, issued a career-

high six walks in 4 ⅔ innings of a no-decision against Washington in his last start. The southpaw needs to get back to 

living low in the strike zone considering his ground ball percentage (19.6) is less than half of what it was last year. 

Sunday: Cubs LHP Jose Quintana (1-1, 8.16) vs. Rockies RHP German Marquez (1-1, 4.34), 1:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Monday: Padres RHP Bryan Mitchell (0-2, 5.03) vs. Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (3-0, 1.44), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 

Tuesday: Padres TBA vs. Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (0-3 5.85), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 
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AT&T Park, Fenway Park and Wrigley Field top list of Rockies’ favorite ballparks 
History and fans set some ballparks apart from others 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
April 21, 2018 at 8:00 am 
 

The beauty of a baseball park lies in the eye of the ballplayer. 

Rockies reliever Adam Ottavino loves San Francisco’s AT&T Park, the throwback home of the Giants with its views of The 

Bay, McCovey Cove beyond the right-field wall and the smell of garlic fries hanging in the air. 

“AT&T is great,”  Ottavino said. “There’s always a lot of people there. I like that it’s kind of cold there and I like the 

atmosphere. I even like getting heckled there.” 

To which center fielder Charlie Blackmon exclaimed: “I hate AT&T! Of course ‘Otto’ would say that, he’s a pitcher!” 

Blackmon’s critique is no doubt colored by his performance in San Francisco. The two-time all-star and 2017 National 

League batting champion is a lifetime .259 hitter at AT&T with just one home run in 182 plate appearances. 

Asked what ballparks he likes best, Blackmon deadpanned: “Ballparks where I can hit home runs easier. That’s it. That’s 

all I want to do, is hit home runs.” 

Blackmon then rattled off the ballparks he hates, a list that includes Atlanta’s Turner Field, the former home of the Braves; 

New York’s Citi Field, home of the Mets; and Milwaukee’s Miller Park, home of the Brewers. Not coincidentally, Blackmon 

has struggled at each venue. 

Other Rockies have a much more a romantic view of major-league ballparks, an appreciation for history and the game-

day experience. Rockies manager Bud Black lists Coors Field, Chicago’s Wrigley Field, Boston’s Fenway Park, Seattle’s 

Safeco Field, Baltimore’s Camden Yards and AT&T at the top of his list. 

“They’re all different, but they all have that old-time feel to them,” Black explained. 

Following are the Rockies’ favorite out-of-town ballparks, based on an informal survey: 

Wrigley Field 
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A number of players mentioned their love for Chicago’s Northside landmark, including right fielder Carlos Gonzalez. 

“I love the city and the electricity there,” Gonzalez said. “I like the fans there. It’s just so cool.” 

Blackmon, in the mood to play the contrarian, has issues with the lack of amenities for visiting teams at Wrigley, including 

a visitor’s clubhouse that is more like an expanded closet. 

“I’m not a big Wrigley guy,” Blackmon said. “I mean, yeah, it’s cool. But I don’t like being cramped, with no (batting) cages, 

no weight room, none of that stuff. The dugout is small and I hit my head on the top of the dugout — every time. 

“And in the bathroom, near the dugout, I can make eye contact with the people in the stands while I’m using the bathroom. 

So that’s never good.” 

Fenway Park 

. 

The New England institution has hosted 8,346 regular-season games since it opened in 1912. Little wonder that several 

Rockies mentioned it as one of their favorites. But no Rockies player loves it more than veteran catcher Chris Iannetta, 

which makes sense, because he grew up in nearby Providence, RI. 

“I know the clubhouse is on the rough side, and the dugout is a little on the rough side,” Iannetta said. “And the walk from 

dugout to the clubhouse is always a little dicey, but it’s Fenway. It’s where I grew up watching baseball. It’s home for me. 

“As players, we see a different side to the ballpark, but it’s still Fenway. It still has the tunnel where the ’27 Yankees 

walked out of. People in New England treat Fenway as holy ground, and the Green Monster is legendary. So, for me, it’s 

got to be Fenway.” 

AT&T Park 

The Rockies will play at San Francisco 10 times this season, a place that’s always been a difficult place for them to win. 

Colorado is 41 games under .500 at AT&T. 

Still, a number of players, including all-star second baseman DJ LeMahieu, say AT&T is one of their favorite venues. 

“San Francisco is always a good trip,” LeMahieu said. “The fans are always into it. I like it there, even with the wind and 

the cold.” 
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Ottavino likes the “intelligent jeering” at AT&T. 

“There are a lot of tech-savvy fans there, so they look up information on you and try to be funny,” Ottavino said. “It’s better 

than the usual stuff you hear. They’re more creative with their heckling.” 

Yankee Stadium 

The old Yankee Stadium, the original “House that Ruth Built,” was frequently mentioned as a stadium where a number of 

Rockies players aspired to play, or at least visit. The new Yankee Stadium, which opened in 2009 and includes the 

distinctive lattice work that once rimmed the original stadium roof, doesn’t inspire the same since of awe. 

“It’s just not the same,” said Ottavino, who grew up in Brooklyn as a Yankees fan. 

Closer Wade Davis, however, still gets a thrill pitching in the landmark in the Bronx. 

“It tough to beat; you’re talking about a cathedral-type stadium,” Davis said. “That what sticks out for me. I mean, there are 

a lot of historic stadiums, but just the height of Yankee Stadium and the hype of being there makes it different. 

“Plus, I like the playing surface there and it’s got the big jumbotron in the outfield. It’s just got a different vibe to it. There is 

something about playing in New York that tells you: ‘This is the big leagues, this is a major-league field, the top of the top.’ 

” 
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Baez, Schwarber homer, Cubs beat Rockies 16-5 
Associated Press 

DENVER -- The Chicago Cubs swung hot bats on a cold, damp night in Denver. 

Javier Baez and Kyle Schwarber each had a homer and four RBI, and the Cubs rode a seven-run sixth inning to a 16-5 

victory over the Colorado Rockies on Friday night amid intermittent rain and temperatures that dipped into the upper 30s. 

"We just came from Chicago where it was really cruddy (weather) until that last day" of the homestand, Schwarber said. 

"We're all used to that weather, but it was definitely a good day getting the win." 

The elements certainly didn't affect the Cubs' bats. 

Baez had four hits, finishing a triple shy of the cycle. Schwarber had three hits, connecting for his fourth home run of the 

season in the sixth to help break open the game. Albert Almora Jr. added four hits, including a double and RBI single. 

"Thirty-some degrees, but the dugout was like a cocoon," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "It wasn't really that cold. But I 

heard it was really cold on the field." 

Kyle Hendricks (1-1) struck out six and allowed three runs on five hits in five innings to pick up his first win of the season. 

Nolan Arenado homered for Colorado in his return from a five-game suspension stemming from his involvement in a brawl 

against San Diego earlier this month. 

The Cubs, who had a season high in runs and hits (18), broke a tie with a pair of unearned runs in the fifth, moving in front 

5-3. They batted around in the sixth, collecting a season-high six hits in the inning, three of them for extra bases. 

The first of those, an RBI triple by Jason Heyward, chased Jon Gray (1-4), who allowed seven runs -- five earned -- in 

five-plus innings. Schwarber's three-run drive off reliever Bryan Shaw highlighted the outburst, reaching the stand of 

evergreens beyond the centerfield wall. 

"Obviously the park and the elevation, if you just put a good swing on the ball you're going to get rewarded," Schwarber 

said of batting in hitter-friendly Coors Field. "You can't get up there trying to do too much because that's when bad things 

are going to happen." 

Schwarber added an RBI single in the Cubs' three-run eighth. 
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"I'm just waiting for this nightmare to end," said Gray, who lost a third straight decision for the first time in his career. "I feel 

like I'm making strides each time but the results are just not there yet. It's not going to keep me from going out there next 

time and giving everything I have." 

Rockies manager Bud Black said he's confident Gray will get back on track soon. 

"There's nothing really glaring that's holding him back," Black said. "He's healthy. His delivery looks fine." 

Chicago jumped to a 2-0 lead when Almora beat out an infield single to lead off the game and Baez followed by 

connecting for his sixth home run of the season. 

The Rockies answered with a three-run first, getting an RBI single from Charlie Blackmon and a two-run homer by 

Arenado, who clubbed the first pitch for his second homer of the season in his first game back since serving his 

suspension for charging the mound April 11 against San Diego. 

ON FURTHER REVIEW 

Baez hit a one-out double and initially was called out trying to advance on Bryant's fielder's choice. But the call was 

overturned on review after replays showed Baez had beaten third baseman Arenado's tag. Baez later scored on a 

groundout and Bryant came home on Arenado's errant throw to first after fielding a grounder by Wilson Contreras. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Cubs: RHP Eddie Butler was placed on the 10-day disabled list because of a right groin strain. RHP Luke Farrell was 

recalled from Triple A Iowa to fill Butler's roster spot. Farrell was expected to serve in long relief. 

Rockies: RF Carlos Gonzalez missed the game with right hamstring soreness. He tweaked his hamstring Wednesday 

making a diving catch at Pittsburgh. The Rockies were off on Thursday. 

UP NEXT 

Cubs: RHP Yu Darvish (0-1, 6.00 ERA) allowed a season-high nine hits and four walks in taking the loss in his last start 

against Atlanta. 

Rockies: LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 4.74 ERA) is seeking his first win in his fifth start of the season. 
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Sloppy night leads to Rockies worst loss of the season 
By Drew Creasman - Posted on April 20, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 

DENVER – Anytime the Colorado Rockies see mistakes from Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon, they are going to 

have a hard time winning. Throw in another ugly start for Jon Gray, though admittedly about as unlucky as you can get, 

especially in a fifth inning that saw three defensive miscues, and it all adds up to a major thwomping at the hands of the 

Chicago Cubs by a score of 16-5. 

For the second game in a row, Colorado took a bad loss and the search for a rhythm at home continues. 

It all started with the first two batters of the game who served as a microcosm of everything that was to follow. Albert 

Almora Jr. reached on an infield single that needed to be reviewed and scored when Javier Baez began a huge night by 

blasting a home run over the high wall in right center. 

The Rockies took the lead back in the bottom of the first, getting a lead-off single from DJ LeMahieu who moved up on a 

groundout from Chris Iannetta and scored on a single by Charlie Blackmon. Arenado proceeded to smash a go-ahead 

home run on his first swing back from suspension to give Colorado a short-lived and difficult-to-remember 3-2 lead. 

The Rockies offense dried up after that. The Cubs’ did not. 

Gray ran into trouble again in the third, once again being greeted by a weak single by Almora Jr. Baez followed with a 

looping single to left and Kris Bryant drew a walk after a competitive at-bat to load the bases. But Gray got Anthony Rizzo 

to ground into a double play, which did tie the game at three runs apiece, but also did a great deal to help limit the 

damage. He got Wilson Contreras to pop out to end the threat. 

Two innings later, some uncharacteristically poor defense on the part of the home team cost Gray another pair of runs. 

Baez hit a line drive to left that he stretched into a double, but he would have been out had Ian Desmond’s throw been on 

the line. Then, he took off for third on a grounder to short and used a creative slide to just barely beat a throw from Trevor 

Story that it turned out might have been better off going to first base. 

Rizzo hit a weak grounder to second that wasn’t hard enough to turn the double play, giving the Cubs a 4-3 lead as Baez 

scored. The Cubs got another run on a rare throwing error from Arenado coming after yet another soft ground. He 
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charged and threw online but handcuffed Ryan McMahon with a tough short hop at first. There was even a stolen base 

and a throwing error from catcher Chris Iannetta before the Rockies could escape the nightmare inning. 

Gray was chased from the game in the sixth by a single from Addison Russell and a triple off the bat of the struggling 

Jason Heyward. He was replaced by Bryan Shaw who promptly walked Tommy La Stella then surrendered back-to-back 

singled to Almora Jr. and Baez.  Then there was a double for Bryant, another RBI groundout for Rizzo and a backbreaking 

three-run homer from Kyle Schwarber to put the Cubs up 12-4. 

They poured on another set of four runs against Antonio Senzatela in the eighth and ninth to make it a true laugher. 

FINAL STATS: 

Jon Gray: 5 IP, 8 H, 7 R, 5 ER, 3 BB, 1 K 

Bryan Shaw: 0.2 IP, 4 H, 5 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

Scott Oberg: 1.1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 0 BB, 1 K 

Antonio Senzatela: 1 IP, 4 H, 3 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

  

Nolan Arenado: 3-for-4, 1 R, 2 RBI 

Charlie Blackmon: 1-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI, 2 K 

DJ LeMahieu: 1-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI 

  

WHAT’S NEXT: 

Game 2 in the series will see Tyler Anderson take on Yu Darvish. First pitch is at 6:10 MST. 
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BSN Exclusive: Rox Triple-A manager gets candid on Hoffman’s rehab start 
By Drew Creasman - Posted on April 20, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 

So far in 2018, the Colorado Rockies have seen some ups and downs from their vaunted-but-still-young starting pitching 

rotation. 

But they’ve been healthy, something that is a concern for every staff but has been especially crucial in Colorado. 

Should that change, the Rockies remain well equipped to dip into their absurdly talented bullpen and have Antonio 

Senzatela step in, fulfilling the swingman role that was intended for him. 

After Senza, though, things get a little bit tricky. An intriguing group of yet-to-debut arms—Yency Almonte, Sam Howard, 

Zach Jemiola, and Harrison Musgrave—are either not quite healthy or not quite ready. Or both. 

And then there’s Jeff Hoffman who has been a bit of a mix of all of that. 

Hoffman missed almost the entirety of his spring training with a shoulder injury and while he is back to full health, he is not 

yet back to full strength. 

He gave up five runs in six innings over his first two starts. His second took place with Triple-A Albuquerque and manager 

Glenallen Hill did not mince words about his outing, telling BSN Denver reporter Patrick Lyons that there is work to be 

done. 

“Yeah, it really was good to see him back on the mound and pitching,” he said He wasn’t sharp tonight, but it was good to 

get his pitch count up. He was very erratic. Not very sharp with the fastball, and his breaking ball was good at times but 

it’s not any consistency there.” 

He bounced back in his third rehab outing, going 4.2 innings and giving up one run on two hits. 

We’ve seen flashes of Hoffman’s brilliance before, most notably during May last year when he gave Colorado a string of 

dominant spot starts that helped power their early surge to 20 games over .500. 
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He was making good on every opportunity and making lineups look silly and appeared to be on the track to becoming a 

true top-of-the-rotation guy. But once the regular starts came, he began to falter again, losing consistency in his command 

and falling victim to the huge runaway innings that have plagued so many before him at Coors Field. 

With other guys going well and the team in a pennant race, Hoffman was relegated to the bullpen where he again 

struggled, giving Rockies fans and brass plenty of pause about his future. 

But the talent is still there. 

Hoffman has arguably the best combination of stuff in the organization. His fastball can sit on 96-97 mph with movement 

and the curveball can be devastating but anyone who has watched pitching in Denver for a long time knows it takes more 

than talent. 

Time will tell us if Jeff Hoffman has the mental fortitude to succeed at the cavernous confines of Coors Field but he 

definitely has the arm. 

We will likely find out before too long because unless the Colorado Rockies experience a historic bout with remarkable 

health, they are going to need him. 
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Colorado Rockies: We have to talk about Jon Gray 

by Olivia Greene1 day ago | RoxPile 
 

The Colorado Rockies have once again entrusted Jon Gray to be their ace this year. However, it’s not looking to 

be Bud Black‘s best move as this season has not been good to him so far. When a team picks an ace, they’re not 

only looking for a guy who can give them stability but also someone who can be the anchor in the rotation. This 

hasn’t been happening with Jon Gray at all this season, which is we have to talk about him. 

The spot that Jon Gray is in at this moment is the spot that most first round draft picks are expected to be in. However, the 

way he’s currently playing is not how a first rounder should be pitching. I get that it’s still early but right now we could be 

witnessing tell-tale signs of what’s to come from him for the rest of season? 

Jon Gray has only had four starts this season and three of those were losses. Within those losses, he was barely able to 

stay in the games. His very first start was just a reminder of the nightmare game that the NL Wild Card game was. That 

game ended just like the Wild Card, but unlike that game, he stayed in four innings instead of two. This isn’t the ideal start 

you look for in the very first game of the season from your ace. 

Things did seem to get better as Jon Gray didn’t have Opening Day jitters in his second start against the San Diego 

Padres. He pitched in 7 innings, which was extremely reassuring. He got the win and it not only looked good for him, but 

also the team in general. It appeared as thought Jon Gray was back to the form he should be as an ace. 

Moving onto his third start, it was as if he reverted back to his first game of the season. This time, Jon Gray only stayed in 

5 innings and gave up 7 runs (all earned). 

His fourth start was more of the same he went 5.2 innings while giving up 5 runs (all earned). I did start to ponder what the 

issue is with Jon Gray. I believe it’s something minor that no has pointed out yet so he doesn’t know what’s really got him 

pitching this way. Essentially, pitching coach Steve Foster needs to work on something with Gray, whether it be 

mechanics, grip on his pitches, etc. 

I’ve talked about how I think that pitching will be the Colorado Rockies shortcoming this season and it’s proving to be 

right so far with the rotation. Entering Friday, the Rockies’ starters ERA is 4.24, or 20th in the majors. The National 

League average is 3.88. I will admit on the bright side with Jon Gray, he has only walked 5 batters and struck out 23 

batters in 21 2/3 innings. However, that doesn’t make up for the lack of dependability. I’ve even talked about how German 
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Marquez will prove to be a better ace and he did just that in the win on Monday against the Pirates, when he gave up 

two runs in six innings. 

The Colorado Rockies have put a serious amount of faith in Jon Gray. Currently, he is not meeting nor exceeding those 

expectations. This isn’t good for the ace of the team. The change has got to come now. We’ll be watching Jon Gray very 

closely as he starts the first game of the series against the Cubs. This will be his fifth start and I’m eager to see how long 

he can stay in the game and hold off any runs. The ace sets the mood for the rest of the rotation, the mood isn’t looking to 

good right now. It’s time for a change from Jon Gray. 
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Prospects No More: Infielder Ryan McMahon 
By Aniello Piro -  April 20, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 

Who’s on first? The Colorado Rockies’ situation at first base has been a mystery since the season ended last October. Ian 

Desmond, who signed the largest per-year contract in franchise history last offseason, was expected to take over a 

majority of the duties at the corner infield spot. However, 23-year-old Ryan McMahon will earn some serious playing time 

at the position in 2018. The Rockies selected McMahon with the 42nd overall pick in the 2013 MLB Draft and after five 

years of working through the minor leagues, he’s ready to prove he belongs in “The Show.” 

A converted third baseman (where he will also see time in 2018), McMahon has been working to improve his craft across 

the diamond and is now in prime position to earn consistent playing time at the major-league level. The club has kept a 

close eye on McMahon, and as he’s progressed through the system, his chances of establishing himself as a big-league 

player this year have increased greatly. He made his first Opening Day roster as a left-handed utility infielder for Manager 

Bud Black. McMahon has impressed on his rise through the minors, especially on the offensive side of things where he 

posted a .374 batting average in Triple-A Albuquerque last season. His offensive power mixed with youth and athleticism 

make him one of the more dynamic young players the Rockies have at their disposal entering the new season. 

About this season, Ryan McMahon says… 

“I don’t know if I have any specific expectations besides the fact that I want to be a part of it. We have a great squad in 

here. There’s a great buzz around the clubhouse and around the Colorado Rockies organization, so I just want to be a 

part of it.” 

“I think first base actually helped me with all the other positions, honestly, because I kind of learned how to slow the game 

down once I got over to first. So I took what I learned from first over to third, and I think I’m a lot better at third because of 

playing first base.” 

“I’m very confident in myself and hopefully I’m doing a good job this spring of getting those guys to trust me over there and 

feel confident in me. As far as confidence in myself goes at that position, I feel very confident in myself.” 

“Just seeing how the veteran guys handle themselves and prepare for games day-in and day-out – the grind of the big 

leagues is definitely a grind, but there are ways that you [can] make it easier, like being prepared. Taking care of your 

body, just kind of how I saw those guys handle their business.” 
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Being the Old Guy: Veteran catcher Chris Iannetta returns to his roots 
By MHS Staff -  April 19, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 
Each month Mile High Sports Magazine sits down with an important figure in Colorado sports. For March, Doug Ottewill 

and Aniello Piro spoke with Colorado Rockies catcher Chris Iannetta, who this offseason returned to the team that drafted 

him in 2004. 

On signing with Colorado as a free agent this offseason… 

Denver is probably one of the places in the country that I feel like I could live full time. That was the first attraction [in 

returning to the Rockies]. The second was how good the team is. I think looking at the offseason there was probably two 

jobs, maybe three that I really wanted. It was either the Diamondbacks or the Rockies. It ended up being a no-brainer. 

It was exciting when the opportunity came up. It was a very cool thing. 

On the biggest reason he signed… 

It was just an opportunity to play, and an opportunity to be on a winning team. That’s what mattered the most. 

On Rockies Manager Bud Black… 

Bud Black is laid back, pretty relaxed. He seems like a good communicator. Those are two things that are really, really 

important. 

On memories of General Manager Jeff Bridich from his first stint with the Rockies… 

I remember Jeff [Bridich from my first time with the organization.] I remember having a conversation with him when I was 

in [Double-A, getting around] and checking out teams, just sitting in the training room, sitting in the locker room having a 

good conversation with him. [Now] he seems pretty much the same guy that I knew back then. 

On what he learned in his six seasons after leaving Colorado… 

You learn every day; you learn every year. Every organization, every team is different. You take stuff, little bits and pieces 

from every guy that you come in contact with. It’s just tough to put into words over a long career all the different things you 

pick up along the way. 
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On the Rockies young starting pitchers… 

All of these young pitchers are already good. I think they all have really high ceilings. I mean there’s no [one] guy that can 

be better than the other one; they all have a chance to just be through the roof. From Gray to Marquez to Senzatela and 

Anderson, Freeland and Bettis, they all bring different things and different styles, but they’re all definitely [really showing 

themselves]. 

On the new arms in the bullpen… 

They’ve all played in Coors. They all know how to handle it. The guys that they brought in are really, really good. 

On the keys to competing for a championship in 2018… 

Championships have been won on pitching and defense. We’ve seen over the last 20 or so years – and probably much, 

much longer than that – that the teams that have the best pitching, the teams that are the best at defense, are the teams 

that go a long way. It’s really tough to do it without that, so identifying that it was a necessity and addressing it is a really 

good thing. 

On his personal goals for 2018… 

I just want to win. I don’t really care about numbers. I’m at the point in my career where all I want to do is contribute any 

way that I can, whatever that looks like. If I play 40 games, if I play 140 games, it doesn’t matter to me; I just want to win. 

On the challenges of being an older player vs. a younger player… 

It’s honestly more difficult when you’re younger. You’re trying to establish yourself. You’re trying to do everything you can 

to stay. It’s not that winning is secondary; it’s just different. It’s a different feel. It’s a different [thing]. Now you’re at the 

point where like, “Well, whatever happens, happens to me personally, I just want to be able to contribute.” 

On being the oldest player on the team… 

Being the old guy is kind of weird. Being the guy with the most service time on the team is kind of weird. It’s new for me. 
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