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Recovering Wieck reports after cancer 

surgery 

 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com  

PEORIA, Ariz. -- In two weeks, Brad Wieck wants to be throwing off a mound. In a month, he 
wants to be competing for a place in the Padres' bullpen. The 27-year-old left-hander is insistent 
that he's going to keep "rolling with the punches," even though the latest punch was a 
particularly dreadful one. 

In January, Wieck was diagnosed with testicular cancer. 

Shortly after the New Year, Wieck arrived in San Diego for a set of workouts. While there, he 
underwent a physical, and he pointed out to his doctors that something wasn't right. He was 
diagnosed with a cancerous tumor and underwent successful surgery only a few days later. 

 
"The morning before I had my checkup, we were all out on the beach doing a full beach 
workout," Wieck said. "Then, like two days later, I'm on the operating table. It was scary." 

Now, Wieck's doctors believe he is fully healthy, though he's slated to go through a series of 
follow-up appointments. He'll be sidelined indefinitely from formal workouts, but he's already 
begun throwing and is currently stretched to 105 feet. 

"At first it was tough, you know," Wieck said. "I didn't know why it happened. As a young kid, 
you think maybe later on in life people get cancer. But, man, it's tough to deal with. But we're 
dealing with it. All we can do is move forward. There's no reason to sit and ponder, 'Why this, 
why that, why me?'" 

Wieck, an imposing 6-foot-9 southpaw, debuted last September. He made five appearances, 
striking out 10 hitters over seven innings while allowing one run on three hits. 

Wieck figured to be a prominent competitor for one of the final few spots in the Padres' bullpen. 
That's still likely to be the case when he returns, especially if Matt Strahm and Robbie 
Erlin shift to rotation roles, leaving a void of left-handers in the 'pen. 

"I was killing it this offseason. I was excited about the September I had, and I was training hard," 
Wieck said. "Then this just smacks me in the face. ... They did say that we caught it early. Thank 
God that we did." 

Wieck reported to camp along with the full contingent of Padres pitchers and catchers on 
Wednesday, though he won't take part in the team's first workout Thursday -- or any formal 
workouts in the near future. The club plans to take things slowly in his recovery. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/623364/brad-wieck
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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"For most of Spring Training, he's just going to be recovering," said Padres manager Andy 
Green. "For all of us, we're just glad that he's healthy." 

Wieck was quick to praise the organization, the coaching staff and his teammates for their 
support through the process. He added that he was extremely grateful to be in San Diego with 
team physicians when the issue arose. 

Now, Wieck says he feels close to full strength, and he's eager to get back on the mound, 
potentially at the end of the month. 

"I feel good right now," Wieck said. "It is crazy to think that even when it was still in my body, I 
felt fine physically, I felt ready to rock and roll. That's scary that I didn't feel anything different. 
Now, I feel fine, I feel strong, I'm moving along with the recovery process, and I'm just rolling 
with the punches." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 4 

Padres open camp with boxes to 
check. 10th, 2019 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- The busy Padres offseason never fully materialized. 

In need of pitching help, an everyday third baseman and a solution to their outfield logjam, the 
front office was active in its discussions over the past few months -- just not active enough for 
any major moves to come to fruition. Yet. 

Pitchers and catchers report to camp in Peoria, Ariz., on Wednesday, with infielders Ian 
Kinsler and Greg Garcia and right-hander Garrett Richards as the only big league 
acquisitions. Richards, who is coming off Tommy John surgery, might not even pitch this 
season. 

Given all the remaining roster questions, the supposed "busy offseason" could roll into a "busy 
spring" instead. 

. 7th, 2019 
At the forefront are rumors surrounding superstar free agents Manny Machado and Bryce 
Harper. As things stand, the Padres remain interested in both. But their level of interest is 
practically indecipherable. The organization isn't commenting publicly or privately on any talks. 

We know the Padres met with Harper in Las Vegas last month. We also know the front office has 
expressed interest in Machado. It's unclear whether the two sides have met formally, but sources 
indicate Machado is well-versed in San Diego's level of interest. 

With the team's first workout slated for Thursday, we know very little else. As with Eric 
Hosmer last season, the Padres' biggest offseason acquisition might come during camp. 

"Focus is here with the guys we have in camp right now," said Padres manager Andy Green. "If 
we add someone to the mix, which last year we did past this date, we'll make the necessary 
adjustments and we'll be excited. If we don't add someone to the mix, we'll still be excited, and 
we'll be ready to go compete."2018 

If neither star free agent signs with San Diego, there are issues to address. The Padres are 
expected to add a third baseman, and Mike Moustakas and Marwin Gonzalez remain 
available as contingency plans for Machado. 

After that, the organization doesn't view any further moves as imperative. But they could still 
happen. The rotation, in particular, is extremely inexperienced. Seven pitchers with a year or 
less of big league service time will have a serious chance to win starting roles. 

"Those guys have more development time ahead of them," said Green. "But some of them are 
going to hasten that process and be with us very quickly, if not right away." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/503556/marwin-gonzalez
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It's easy to see this rotation coming together in the future, when Richards and Dinelson 
Lamet return from Tommy John surgery and are complemented by a swarm of top prospects. 
But for the present, the starting five is littered with question marks. That means a veteran 
addition is possible over the next couple weeks. 

As for the outfield, the Padres are beginning to sound content with a six-man competition for 
roster places, leaving someone like Franchy Cordero or Franmil Reyes on the outside 
looking in if they don't perform this spring. 

"There's going to be opportunity for certain people to rise up," Green said. "They're guys that we 
really, really like. If that means, you're not looking at 158 games played in the outfield, but 
you're looking at a lower number, all of them might profit from some of that rest. All of them 
might profit from the internal competition." 

A Harper signing would muddy those outfield waters further. (Not for Harper, of course, but for 
names like Wil Myers and Hunter Renfroe). Meanwhile, Machado would solve the Padres' 
third-base riddle perfectly -- currently the most pressing long-term issue in their lineup. That 
dynamic has led some to speculate that Machado might be a better fit. 

But no matter the results of their superstar pursuits, a busy spring awaits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
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Padres pitcher Brad Wieck in camp 
after cancer surgery 

 
Kevin Acee, Contact Reporter 
  

Brad Wieck felt good. Actually, “100 percent,” he said. 

He was buoyed by his finish to the 2018 season and “killing it” in his offseason 
preparation. 

But he also felt something “different.” 

So while in San Diego to work out at Petco Park in the middle of last month, he told 
the team’s medical staff about the strange sort of almost indescribable discomfort. 

The diagnosis was testicular cancer. That was a Friday. The following Monday, he was 
on an operating table having a tumorous testicle removed. 

Wednesday, just a day short of one month later, the lanky Padres relief pitcher was 
standing outside a doorway at the team’s spring trainingcomplex. 

“I feel strong,” Wieck said. “I’m just moving along with the recovery process and 
rolling with the punches for now. … They did say we caught it early. Thank God we 
did. Cancer is a scary thing. It spreads very rapidly. … They said we caught it early 
and it’s contained.” 

The 6-foot-9 left-hander made his major league debut Sept. 14 and in five 
appearances (seven innings) posted a 1.29 ERA, allowing three hits with 10 strikeouts 
and no walks. 

As he digested the sudden and terrifyingly uncertain reality of his health, his concerns 
included his future in baseball. 

Calls from General Manager A.J. Preller, manager Andy Green, pitching coach Darren 
Balsley and bullpen coach Doug Bochtler gave him a measure of peace. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Padres%20pitcher%20Brad%20Wieck%20in%20camp%20after%20cancer%20surgery%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/health/diseases-illnesses/cancer-HEDAI0000010-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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“They made sure I knew they were thinking about me and the organization was 
thinking about me,” Wieck said. “That was huge, because I’m 27, I just broke into the 
big leagues, and I get smacked with this news. I was like, ‘Man where is my career 
going to go from here?’ They definitely gave me peace of mind that they’re here with 
me and they do support me.” 

Wieck on Wednesday used phrases like “It is what it is,” and there appeared no 
discernible outward indication of the trauma he so recently endured. 

“At first it was tough,” he said. “I didn’t know why it happened. I’m a young kid. 
Usually you think of that later in life that people get cancer. It’s tough to deal with it. 
But we’re dealing with it. All we can do is move forward. There’s no reason to sit 
around pondering why this or why that. It’s something we deal with and move on.” 

Toward that end, he said, “My goal is to be ready by the break of spring training for 
wherever they want to send me.” 

Green indicated Wieck being “full-go” by late March is a reasonable 
expectation. Pirates pitcher Jameson Taillon started a game five weeks after surgery 
for testicular cancer in 2017. 

Wieck was throwing 30 feet into a net about two weeks after surgery and is now 
playing catch at 105 feet with the expectation he can throw at least lightly off the 
mound in about two weeks. 

“Physically I feel fine,” he said. “The ball feels good out of my hand. Training is going 
good. My body feels good. We’re going to keep letting me do what they’re going to let 
me do. They’re keeping me limited, but I’m going to keep pushing.” 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jameson-taillon-PESPT0016720-topic.html
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Tatis ready to prove he'll be 
fun addition to Padres 
 
Kevin Acee, Contact Reporter 
  

On his last swing of a morning batting practice session, Fernando Tatis Jr.’s easy 
stroke — seemingly little more than a wrist flick, really — sent a ball sailing the other 
way and over the fence in right-center field. 

The Padres’ future smiled wide, strutted onto the grass and playfully spun his bat into 
the air. 

It was far from the bat flip heard around the world. 

But then this was far from a walk-off home run in a Dominican League postseason 
game, as Tatis blasted on Jan. 10 for his hometown Estrellas Orientales of the 
Dominican Winter League. 

Wednesday’s theatrics, witnessed by just a dozen or so players, coaches and members 
of the front office, were merely another small glimpse into how Tatis’ rare gifts and 
pure joy seem on a trajectory to make the Padres and their fans feel similarly giddy 
for years to come. 

And it was the 20-year-old shortstop putting into practice what he had an hour earlier 
said he would. 

“I come here to play baseball, do what I know how to do and have fun, as always,” 
Tatis said when asked about his thoughts at the start of his second major league 
camp. 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Tatis%20ready%20to%20prove%20he%27ll%20be%20fun%20addition%20to%20Padres%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Wednesday was the official report day for pitchers and catchers, but Tatis is one of 
several position players already at the Peoria Sports Complex. And aside from the 
possible signing of a big-name free agent like Manny Machado, there will be no bigger 
storyline for the Padres this spring than the advancement of Tatis, roundly 
considered to be among the top three prospects in baseball. 

It is all but a guarantee Tatis will be in the majors this season. The only question is 
whether his promotion comes at the end of March, around April 12 or more toward 
June. 

“It’s a little different,” Tatis said of this spring in comparison to a year ago. “There’s a 
reality now. There’s a chance it might happen. I’m just working hard for it.” 

Tatis, the second-youngest player in any major league camp in 2018, hit 
.281/.343/.469 with three doubles, a home run and 12 strikeouts in 35 plate 
appearances last spring. The home run came in his second at-bat. 

He began the season in Double-A and after hitting .177/.231/.333 in his first 24 
games, he batted .327/.400/.572 over the next 64 games before his season was ended 
July 19 by an avulsion fracture in his left thumb suffered as he slid into second base 
on a steal attempt. 

Missing the final month-and-a-half of the season was not part of the development arc 
the Padres had planned for the player they expect will be their cornerstone for at least 
the next six or seven years. But on a team managed by his father, Tatis helped 
Estrellas win its first Dominican title in 51 years in a league featuring many current 
and former major leaguers, and he gained experience the minor leagues couldn’t 
provide. 

“It did a lot,” Tatis said of his winter experience. “I grew up as a man, as a baseball 
player too. It was fun. Winning a championship for my hometown was fun. It was 
very special. … Over there I was the youngest kid, as usual. But every time is a new 
experience. There was different time with different players. It was very fun.” 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2019-top-100-prospects/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2019-top-100-prospects/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/2019-top-100-prospects/
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019/?list=prospects
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After hitting .263/.379/.488 with three home runs in 95 plate appearances for 
Estrellas, Tatis took a couple weeks for beach time and family time before arriving in 
Peoria in the middle of last week. 

It is likely that even if his bat literally catches fire and he hits home runs that tear 
actual holes in the Arizona sky, Tatis will begin his season in Triple-A. Following in 
the steps of projected can’t-miss prospects like Kris Bryant and Nolan Arenado, Tatis 
almost certainly will spend 15 days in the minors at the start of the season so as to 
preserve an extra year of control (and potentially tens of millions of dollars) for the 
Padres. 

The Padres are going to work second baseman Luis Urias extensively at shortstop this 
spring with the idea of him filling in there until Tatis makes his debut. 

It is possible, though less likely, the Padres could wait 50 or 60 days into the season 
in an attempt to keep Tatis from earning an extra year of arbitration eligibility. 

Officially, Padres manager Andy Green was posing no limits Wednesday. 

“He’s one of 69 guys in camp,” Green said. “… At some point in time we expect to take 
Fernando Tatis. At the end of every camp there is a surprise. He’s got every 
opportunity to force our hand by the way he plays. That doesn’t just go for him. That 
goes for every other guy sitting in there.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
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Tatis ready to prove he'll be 
fun addition to Padres 
 
Kevin Acee, Contact Reporter 
  

On his last swing of a morning batting practice session, Fernando Tatis Jr.’s easy 
stroke — seemingly little more than a wrist flick, really — sent a ball sailing the other 
way and over the fence in right-center field. 

The Padres’ future smiled wide, strutted onto the grass and playfully spun his bat into 
the air. 

It was far from the bat flip heard around the world. 

 

But then this was far from a walk-off home run in a Dominican League postseason 
game, as Tatis blasted on Jan. 10 for his hometown Estrellas Orientales of the 
Dominican Winter League. 

Wednesday’s theatrics, witnessed by just a dozen or so players, coaches and members 
of the front office, were merely another small glimpse into how Tatis’ rare gifts and 
pure joy seem on a trajectory to make the Padres and their fans feel similarly giddy 
for years to come. 

And it was the 20-year-old shortstop putting into practice what he had an hour earlier 
said he would. 

“I come here to play baseball, do what I know how to do and have fun, as always,” 
Tatis said when asked about his thoughts at the start of his second major league 
camp. 

 

Wednesday was the official report day for pitchers and catchers, but Tatis is one of 
several position players already at the Peoria Sports Complex. And aside from the 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Tatis%20ready%20to%20prove%20he%27ll%20be%20fun%20addition%20to%20Padres%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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possible signing of a big-name free agent like Manny Machado, there will be no bigger 
storyline for the Padres this spring than the advancement of Tatis, roundly 
considered to be among the top three prospects in baseball. 

It is all but a guarantee Tatis will be in the majors this season. The only question is 
whether his promotion comes at the end of March, around April 12 or more toward 
June. 

“It’s a little different,” Tatis said of this spring in comparison to a year ago. “There’s a 
reality now. There’s a chance it might happen. I’m just working hard for it.” 

Tatis, the second-youngest player in any major league camp in 2018, hit 
.281/.343/.469 with three doubles, a home run and 12 strikeouts in 35 plate 
appearances last spring. The home run came in his second at-bat. 

He began the season in Double-A and after hitting .177/.231/.333 in his first 24 
games, he batted .327/.400/.572 over the next 64 games before his season was ended 
July 19 by an avulsion fracture in his left thumb suffered as he slid into second base 
on a steal attempt. 

Missing the final month-and-a-half of the season was not part of the development arc 
the Padres had planned for the player they expect will be their cornerstone for at least 
the next six or seven years. But on a team managed by his father, Tatis helped 
Estrellas win its first Dominican title in 51 years in a league featuring many current 
and former major leaguers, and he gained experience the minor leagues couldn’t 
provide. 

“It did a lot,” Tatis said of his winter experience. “I grew up as a man, as a baseball 
player too. It was fun. Winning a championship for my hometown was fun. It was 
very special. … Over there I was the youngest kid, as usual. But every time is a new 
experience. There was different time with different players. It was very fun.” 

After hitting .263/.379/.488 with three home runs in 95 plate appearances for 
Estrellas, Tatis took a couple weeks for beach time and family time before arriving in 
Peoria in the middle of last week. 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2019-top-100-prospects/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2019-top-100-prospects/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/2019-top-100-prospects/
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019/?list=prospects
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It is likely that even if his bat literally catches fire and he hits home runs that tear 
actual holes in the Arizona sky, Tatis will begin his season in Triple-A. Following in 
the steps of projected can’t-miss prospects like Kris Bryant and Nolan Arenado, Tatis 
almost certainly will spend 15 days in the minors at the start of the season so as to 
preserve an extra year of control (and potentially tens of millions of dollars) for the 
Padres. 

The Padres are going to work second baseman Luis Urias extensively at shortstop this 
spring with the idea of him filling in there until Tatis makes his debut. 

It is possible, though less likely, the Padres could wait 50 or 60 days into the season 
in an attempt to keep Tatis from earning an extra year of arbitration eligibility. 

Officially, Padres manager Andy Green was posing no limits Wednesday. 

“He’s one of 69 guys in camp,” Green said. “… At some point in time we expect to take 
Fernando Tatis. At the end of every camp there is a surprise. He’s got every 
opportunity to force our hand by the way he plays. That doesn’t just go for him. That 
goes for every other guy sitting in there.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
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50 Moments: Can’t Strike Impact of 
Mr. Padre’s Stellar 1994 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

It is — and forever will be — the greatest unknown in Padres history. 

Would Tony Gwynn have reached the magical .400 figure had not the 
1994 season ended prematurely on Aug. 11? 

“I had a good shot,” Gwynn said years later. “I was locked in. I’d like to 
think I could have done it. Actually, I thought I was getting better when 
it shut down.” 

The Padres still had 45 games to play on Aug. 12, when a contract 
impasse with players and owners ended the season. At first, there was 
hope that the strike would be short. But it actually extended into the 
1995 season. 

There were many losers to the premature end to the season. There was 
no World Series. No champion was crowned. Baseball suffered a black 
eye that lasted for years. 

And included among the losers was Mr. Padre. 

Tony Gwynn was on a run following the 1994 All-Star break that put him 
in position to become the Major League’s first .400 hitter since Ted 
Williamshit .406 in 1941. 

Gwynn was hitting .394 when the 1994 season came to an abrupt and 
permanent stop. He was 165-for-419 — or three hits shy of a .400 batting 
average. 
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And there were signs that were pointing toward Gwynn reaching the 
magical .400. Strong signs: 

— In 28 games after the All-Star break, Gwynn was hitting .423. He had 
gone 47-for-111 with 12 doubles and three home runs. He was also 
reaching base 47 percent of the time with a .613 slugging percentage for 
a 1.084 OPS. He struck out three times — or once every 37 at-bats — after 
the break. 

— Gwynn hit .475 (19-for-40) in his first 10 games of August with one 
strikeout. 

— And he was hitting .403 at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium (73-for-
181). Twenty-four of the Padres’ 45 remaining games were scheduled for 
Mission Valley. 

“Of course, I can’t say I would have done it. . . as much as I’d like to,” said 
Gwynn. “But I certainly felt I had a shot at .400. I was seeing the ball 
really good. I was headed in the right direction.” 

But just like that, the season ended. 

“For a couple days, I thought ‘We’ll be playing again,” said Gwynn. “But 
my optimism started to go away after about a week. There was no 
movement toward a solution. So I started looking toward 1995.” 

What would it have taken for Gwynn to hit .400 in 1994? 

He had played 110 of the Padres first 117 games. He was averaging 4.3 at 
bats per game. Say he had finished with 145 games and 620 at-bats. He 
would have needed a total of 248 hits to bat .400 — meaning he would 
have had to hit roughly .413 to the end of the season. 

Would he have done it? 
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_________________________________________________
__________________ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 

1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 
27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 
14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 
1972) 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the 
Padres owner (April 9, 1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history 
(April 20, 1978) 

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979) 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two 
losses in Chicago in 1984 National League Championship Series (Oct. 
3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 
National League Championship Series 
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17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to 
N.L. Rookie of the Year season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 

23. Tony Gwynn’s .394 during the strike-shortened 1994 season 
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#PadresOnDeck: Bednar, Dallas 
Part of Bullpen Pipeline 
 
FriarWire, Bill Center 

The Padres have a plethora of relief pitchers at the upper echelons of the 
organization. 

But the bullpen is a strength throughout the Padres’ system. 

Two relievers lower in the system — David Bednar and Dan Dallas —
 deserve a closer look as we continue to discuss the top 90 prospects in 
the Padres system. A review of the two: 

— Bednar, 24, rests just outside the Padres’ Top-30 prospects list and is 
a non-roster invitee to the Padres’ Major League camp this spring. 

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound Bednar was drafted out of Pennsylvania’s 
Lafayette College in the 35th round in 2016. The native of Valencia, Pa., 
has moved steadily through the Padres system since while turning in 
excellent strikeout-to-walk ratios. He was, in fact, ranked among the 
Padres Top-30 prospects early in the 2018 season. 

Bednar spent the entire 2018 season with Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore. He was 2–4 with 10 saves in 15 opportunities with the Storm, 
posting a 2.73 ERA, a 1.36 WHIP and a .246 opponents’ batting average 
in 69 1/3 innings over 47 appearances. 

Bednar allowed 29 runs (21 earned) on 65 hits and 29 walks with 96 
innings last year at Lake Elsinore. 

That is an average of 12 ½ walks per nine innings and a 3.3-to-1 
strikeout to walk ratio — numbers that parallel his career figures. In 115 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
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career minor league appearances, Bednar has an average of 12.1 
strikeouts per nine innings and a 4.1-to-1 strikeout to walk ratio. 
 
— Dallas was the Padres’ seventh-round pick in the 2016 draft out of 
Canisius High in Buffalo, N.Y. 

The 6-foot-3, 180-pound Dallas will be 21 throughout the 2019 season. 

After making only nine appearances (seven starts) in two seasons 
breaking in with the Arizona Rookie League Padres, Dallas split the 2018 
season between Short-Season Single-A Tri-City and Single-A Fort 
Wayne. 

Overall, Dallas posted a 2.27 ERA in 23 appearances in 2018. He 
successfully converted two of three save opportunities while posing a 
1.07 WHIP and a .164 opponents’ batting average. Dallas allowed nine 
runs on 20 hits and 18 walks with 56 strikeouts in 35 2/3 innings in 
2018 — an average of 14.1 strikeouts per nine innings with a 3.1-to-1 
strikeout to walk ratio. 

Dallas figures to open the 2019 season at Fort Wayne while Bednar 
figures to open with Double-A Amarillo with a shot at pitching for the 
Padres by the end of the season. 
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Padres LHP Brad Wieck recovering from 
testicular cancer surgery 
 
ESPN, staff 
 
San Diego Padres reliever Brad Wieck said Wednesday that he underwent surgery for testicular 
cancer last month and his goal "is to be ready by the break of spring training for wherever they 
want to send me." 
Wieck, 27, made his MLB debut with the Padres last September, striking out 10 in seven innings 
while compiling a 1.29 ERA. 

A 6-foot-9 lefty, Wieck was working out at Petco Park when he told the team's medical staff 
during a checkup that he wasn't feeling right, leading to the discovery of a cancerous tumor. 
Surgery was performed three days later. 

"At first it was tough," Wieck told reporters, according to The San Diego Union-Tribune. "I 
didn't know why it happened. I'm a young kid. Usually you think of that later in life that people 
get cancer. It's tough to deal with it. But we're dealing with it. All we can do is move forward. 
There's no reason to sit around pondering why this or why that. It's something we deal with and 
move on." 

Padres reliever Brad Wieck said Wednesday that he had surgery for testicular cancer last 
month but his goal is to be ready for the start of the season.  
Manager Andy Green said it's reasonable to expect Wieck to be ready for the start of the season. 
Wieck is playing catch from 105 feet and said he's feeling good and will do as much as the 
medical staff allows. 

"For most of spring training, he's just going to be recovering," Green said, according to 
MLB.com. "For all of us, we're just glad that he's healthy." 
 
"I feel strong," Wieck said. "I'm just moving along with the recovery process and rolling with the 
punches for now. ... They did say we caught it early. Thank God we did. Cancer is a scary thing. It 
spreads very rapidly. ... They said we caught it early and it's contained." 

Wieck said he was grateful to hear from Green, general manager A.J. Preller and two of his 
coaches, considering he was worried about not just his health, but his future in the sport. 

"They made sure I knew they were thinking about me and the organization was thinking about 
me," Wieck said, according to the Union-Tribune. "That was huge, because I'm 27, I just broke 
into the big leagues, and I get smacked with this news. I was like, 'Man, where is my career going 
to go from here?' They definitely gave me peace of mind that they're here with me and they do 
support me." 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36158/brad-wieck
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-brad-wieck-cancer-0213-story.html
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/brad-wieck-recovering-from-testicular-cancer/c-303884854
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/brad-wieck-recovering-from-testicular-cancer/c-303884854
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Padres have plenty of positions to fill as 
pitchers and catchers report 
 
AP, staff 

Besides figuring out how to fill the glaring hole at third base, San Diego 
Padres manager Andy Green will have a lot of decisions to make this spring to round 
out the young, largely inexperienced rotation. 

With veterans Clayton Richard, Tyson Ross, Phil Hughes and Jordan Lyles gone, the 
rotation will be headed by left-handers Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer, both of whom 
made their big league debut last year. There will be plenty competition for the other 
spots, and long-suffering fans should see some of the team’s highly touted prospects 
reach the big leagues this season. 

Spring Training 2019: Back to baseball for Padres’ pitchers & catchers 

“You can feel it in the rotation and the guys competing for spots,” Green said 
Wednesday. “It’s real competing and talent with some high-ceiling guys that are 
coming in. There’s real excitement about those guys coming in. It’s a young group 
that’s very talented.”  

 

Lucchesi started 26 games last season and led the team in strikeouts by a wide margin 
with 145 in 130 innings. Lauer started 23 games and pitched 112 innings. 

Robbie Erlin, Matt Strahm and Bryan Mitchell all started games last year. Luis 
Perdomo, Jacob Nix and Brett Kennedy all pitched in six or more games in 2018 and 
are in the running for the open slots. 

Among the prospects who will get a look are Chris Paddack, who’s on the 40-man 
roster, and non-roster invitees Logan Allen and Cal Quantrill. 

The Padres finished in the bottom third in MLB last year in team wins, saves, ERA 
and quality starts.? 

 
 

With All-Star closer Brad Hand traded to Cleveland at the deadline in a deal that 
brought top catching prospect Francisco Mejia, Craig Stammen, Robert Stock, Jose 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/san-diego-padres-spring-training-2019-pitchers-and-catchers-report-to-peoria-arizona-021319
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matthew-strahm-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bryan-mitchell-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-perdomo-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-perdomo-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jacob-nix-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brett-kennedy-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-paddack-2-player-stats
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1095780583630749696
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1095780583630749696
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/francisco-mejia-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/craig-stammen-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robert-stock-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-castillo-2-player-stats
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Castillo and Kirby Yates are among those who will get more prominent roles in the 
bullpen. 

The biggest position need is at third base, with no clear-cut favorite for the job. 
There’s still a chance general manager A.J. Preller will add a free agent veteran there. 

The position player who likely will draw the most interest this spring is shortstop 
Fernando Tatis Jr. , the No. 2 prospect overall in baseball. 

 

He broke his left thumb sliding headfirst while with Double-A San Antonio in July but 
recovered and saw significant time with the Estrellas Orientales in the Dominican 
Winter League. 

The message from the organization to the 20-year-old Tatis is simple: Be yourself and 
play the game with energy and passion. 

“I don’t think we are coming in with some agenda to change anything about him,” 
Green said. “Every minor league coach has thought very highly of him, of what he’s 
done on the field. At the end of every camp, there is a surprise. He’s got every 
opportunity to force our hand with the way he plays.” 

Notes: Left-hander Brad Wieck was diagnosed with testicular cancer during the 
offseason and recently underwent surgery. He will spend the majority of spring 
training recovering. … Right-hander Dinelson Lamet, whose elbow injury at the end 
of spring training last year opened the door for Lucchesi, could return from Tommy 
John surgery by midsummer, Green said. … Ian Kinsler, signed to a two-year contract 
after helping the Boston Red Sox win the World Series, will get a look at third base 
but the bulk of his time will be at second base, the manager said. … The Padres open 
their spring schedule Feb. 23 against the Seattle Mariners, with whom they share the 
Peoria Sports Complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-castillo-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kirby-yates-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brad-wieck-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/dinelson-lamet-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ian-kinsler-player-stats
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Bowden: Ranking baseball’s Top 
200 prospects, Part 2 (150-101) 
 
Jim Bowden, The Athletic 
 

With spring training upon us, it’s time to talk prospects — and we’re not taking half-measures. Here is 
the second part of my epic ranking of the top 200 prospects in baseball. 

The players are ranked based on a combination of opinions from GMs, other front office executives, 
scouts, minor-league managers, coaches and evaluators, as well as my own personal experience. I also 
factored in actual performance based on their statistics, metrics and trends, as well as other 
miscellaneous information such as health, off-field behavior and character. 

Scouting Grades Key: 

* ARM=Throwing arm, FLD=Fielding, PWR=Power, HIT=Hitting, RUN=Running 

* FB=Fastball, SF=Splitter, SLI=Slider, CB=Curveball, CH=Changeup, SC: Screwball, CTL=Control, 
CMND=Command 

* Scale is 20-80; 20-30 is well below average, 40 is below average, 50 is average, 60 is above average 
and 70-80 is well above average 

150. Bryan Abreu, RHP, Houston Astros 
Age: 21 Height: 6-1 Weight: 17 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CB: 60 SLI: 40 CH: 40 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 
Stats (A) 
W-L: 6-1 ERA: 1.49 IP: 54.1 H: 33 BB: 23 SO: 90 

Abreu punched hitters out at a staggering rate of 14.8 per 9 innings thanks to his 95 mph fastball and his 12-6, see-
you-later curveball. He also throws a  slider and changeup, and as those two pitches improve he’ll be flying up the 
Astros’ farm system. In addition, the Astros rave about his instincts and baseball IQ. 

149. Moises Gomez, OF, Tampa Bay Rays 
Age: 20 Height: 5-11 Weight: 200 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 50 FLD: 50 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 55 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .280/.328/.503 2B: 34 HR: 19 RBI: 82 SB: 4 

When describing Gomez’s ceiling, Rays evaluators compare him to the Cardinals’ Marcell Ozuna. He can certainly 
hit a fastball, and he’s coming off an impressive season that included 19 home runs and 82 RBIs with 34 doubles. 

148. Seth Beer, 1B/OF, Houston Astros 
Age: 22 Height: 6-3 Weight: 195 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 45 FLD: 40 HIT: 50 PWR: 70 RUN: 35 
Stats (A)  
Slash: .304/.389/.496 2B: 14 HR: 12 RBI: 42 SB: 1 

https://theathletic.com/author/jim-bowden/
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The name alone makes you want to have a cold one, and that’s exactly how opposing pitchers will be feeling after 
they face him. Beer is a legitimate big-league bat who’s going to hit, and hit with power. He’s a well below-average 
defender, and he can’t run. But he sure can rake. 

147. Jeter Downs, 2B, Los Angeles Dodgers 
Age: 20 Height: 5-11 Weight: 180 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 50 HIT: 55 PWR: 50 RUN: 55 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .257/.351/.402 2B: 23 HR: 13 RBI: 47 SB: 37 

The Dodgers acquired Downs in the offseason trade that sent Yasiel Puig, Matt Kemp and Alex Wood to the 
Cincinnati Reds. Downs is an underrated prospect and has the potential to become L.A.’s everyday second baseman. 
I really like his bat; he has a solid approach and a short, quick stroke. He also has surprising pop and can steal bases 
at will. This will be one of those under-the-radar pickups that people talk about in three years. 

146. Seuly Matias, OF, Kansas City Royals 
Age: 20 Height: 6-2 Weight: 204 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 65 FLD: 45 HIT: 40 PWR: 70 RUN: 55 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .210/.303/.550 2B: 13 HR: 31 RBI: 63 SB: 6 

I got to see Matias in the Futures Game, and he put on an absolute show, including an opposite-field home run. He 
also hit 31 home runs in his first full season. However, his .210 batting average loudly describes the major problem 
in his game. He must cut down on his strikeouts and put more emphasis on making contact and taking pitches out 
of the zone. Defensively he’s below average, but he has the strong arm needed to play right field. 

145. Triston Casas, 1B/3B, Boston Red Sox 
Age: 19 Height: 6-4 Weight: 239 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 45 HIT: 50 PWR: 70 RUN: 40 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .000/.200/.000 2B: 0 HR: 0 RBI: 0 SB: 0 

One of my favorite cliché scouting terms is “light tower power,” and that’s exactly what Casas has — and he has it to 
all fields. The ball flies off his bat with line-drive and lofting power. He does have holes in his swing, though, and is 
definitely a power-first prospect. Defensively he’s best suited for first base. 

144. Heliot Ramos, OF, San Francisco Giants 
Age: 19 Height: 6-2 Weight: 185 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 50 HIT: 40 PWR: 55 RUN: 60 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .245/.313/.396 2B: 24 HR: 11 RBI: 52 SB: 8 

Ramos had a very disappointing season with the bat. Despite four strong tools that are all average or above, it 
appears the fifth and most important tool, the hit tool, is not developing, which is why he’s spiraling down most 
prospect lists. He’s still only 19, though, so he still has time to figure it out. 

143. Spencer Howard, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies 
Age: 22 Height: 6-3 Weight: 205 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 SLI: 55 CB: 50 CH: 55 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 



  

 25 

Stats (A) 
W-L: 9-8 ERA: 4.18 IP: 112 H: 101 BB: 40 SO: 147 

Howard has above-average stuff across the board, but late last year his velocity suddenly spiked from the low 90s to 
the high 90s. Combine that with an above-average slider and changeup and suddenly he has a four-pitch mix that 
allows him to profile as a mid-rotation starter. 

142. Lane Thomas, OF, St. Louis Cardinals 
Age: 23 Height: 6-1 Weight: 210 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 50 HIT: 45 PWR: 50 RUN: 55 
Stats (AA/AAA) 
Slash: .264/.333/.489 2B: 23 HR: 27 RBI: 88 SB: 17 

Thomas has always had holes at the plate, but he closed some of them last year when he produced his best season to 
date, hitting 27 home runs. He’s behind a bevy of outfielders in the Cardinals organization, but he’ll certainly get a 
look this spring. He is solid defensively with a plus arm, and should be making his major-league debut sometime 
this year. 

141. Lucius Fox, SS, Tampa Bay Rays 
Age: 21 Height: 6-1 Weight: 180 Bats: B Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 50 HIT: 45 PWR: 40 RUN: 65 
Stats (A/AA) 
Slash: .268/.351/.341 2B: 20 HR: 3 RBI: 39 SB: 29 

Fox has tremendous athleticism and quick-twitch muscles. He has a level line-drive stroke with gap power and 
blazing speed, which is usable on the basepaths, making him a top-of-the-order disruptor. Defensively Fox is 
average at this point, but with good range and soft hands, he should get better. 

140. Kyle Muller, LHP, Atlanta Braves 
Age: 21 Height: 6-6 Weight: 225 Bats: R Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CB: 50 CH: 55 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 
Stats (A/AA) 
W-L: 11-3 ERA: 3.03 IP: 139.2 H: 126 BB: 46 SO: 129 

Muller is one of the more underrated southpaw prospects in baseball, probably because he’s buried behind so many 
quality pitching prospects in the Braves system. Muller has an above-average fastball and both his breaking ball and 
changeup improved last year, to the point of now being average or above offerings. 

139. Ryan Weathers, LHP, San Diego Padres 
Age: 19 Height: 6-1 Weight: 200 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 CB: 55 CH: 50 CTL: 45 CMND: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
W-L: 0-3 IP: 18.1 H: 19 BB: 4 SO: 18 

Ryan is the son of former major league pitcher David Weathers, who pitched for me in Cincinnati when I 
was the Reds GM. Ryan has a mid-90s fastball with sink at the bottom of the zone and explosive four-
seam life at the top. He shows an above-average Uncle Charlie — a wipeout pitch when it’s on — and his 
changeup is advanced for his age. Conditioning will be important for him moving forward. 

138. Sean Reid-Foley, RHP, Toronto Blue Jays 
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Age: 23 Height: 6-3 Weight: 221 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CB: 45 SLI: 45 CH: 50 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 
Stats (AA/AAA)  
W-L: 12-5 ERA: 3.26 IP: 129.2 H: 103 BB: 50 SO: 122 

Reid-Foley has above-average fastball velocity, but below-average command of the pitch, which will have to 
improve if he’s going to reach his potential. His breaking balls both lack consistency right now, but he does flash 
them average or above at times. As he continues to develop his breaking balls and command, he should end up as a 
back-of-the-rotation innings eater at the very least. 

137. Nico Hoerner, SS, Chicago Cubs 
Age: 21 Height: 6-1 Weight: 199 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades  
ARM: 50 FLD: 45 HIT: 55 PWR: 45 RUN: 55 
Stats (Rookie/A) 
Slash: .327/.450/1.021 2B: 2 HR: 2 BRI: 6 SB: 6 

The Cubs have always been great at drafting bats; they have some of the best amateur hitting scouts in the business. 
Hoerner appears to be another solid one, and there’s no doubt he’s going to hit. Hoerner is average or below 
defensively at shortstop, where he doesn’t have ideal range, but largely makes up for it with positioning, angles and 
first-step quickness. He does have a solid average arm for the position. 

136. George Valera, OF, Cleveland Indians 
Age: 18 Height: 5-10 Weight: 165 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades  
ARM: 40 FLD: 45 HIT: 55 PWR: 45 RUN: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .333/.409/.556 2B: 1 HR: 1 RBI: 6 

Valera is a corner outfielder who can really hit, though he has below-average power. He’s also a below-average 
defender with a below-average arm. However, teenagers with the hit tool are always worth watching, because they 
can often improve the rest of their games significantly as they truck through their respective farm systems. 

135. Darwinzon Hernandez, LHP, Boston Red Sox 
Age: 22 Height: 6-2 Weight: 245 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 70 CB: 45 SLI: 45 CH: 45 CTL: 35 CMND: 45 
Stats (A/AA) 
W-L: 9-5 ERA: 3.53 IP: 107 H: 86 BB: 66 SO: 134 

Hernandez has a big arm but an inconsistent delivery, which affects the consistency of his breaking balls and leads 
to well-below-average command and control. He’s working on a changeup, and because he’s left-handed, they’ll 
keep him a starter as long as they can before moving him to the bullpen. 

134. Beau Burrows, RHP, Detroit Tigers 
Age: 22 Height: 6-2 Weight: 200 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 SLI: 45 CB: 45 CH: 50 CTL: 50 CMND: 45 
Stats (AA)  
W-L: 10-9 ERA: 4.10 IP: 124 H: 126 BB: 56 SO: 127 

Burrows has a powerful four-seam fastball and lives at the top of the strike zone, making life miserable for hitters 
who are obsessed with improving their launch angle. His breaking balls are both below-average, though, and are in 
a work in progress. 
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133. Dane Dunning, RHP, Chicago White Sox 
Age: 24 Height: 6-4 Weight: 200 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 SLI: 55 CB: 50 CH: 55 CTL: 50 CMND: 55 
Stats (A/AA) 
W-L: 6-3 ERA: 2.71 IP: 86.1 H: 77 BB: 26 SO: 100 

Dunning really knows how to pitch, and although he doesn’t have elite stuff, he does have four solid pitches that he 
can mix, add and subtract with. He has solid tempo and rhythm on the bump and profiles as a quality No. 3 or No. 4 
major league starter. 

132. Tony Gonsolin, RHP, Los Angeles Dodgers 
Age: 24 Height: 6-2 Weight: 180 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 CB: 50 SLI: 45 SF: 55 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 
Stats (A/AA) 
W-L: 10-2 ERA: 2.60 IP: 128 H: 104 BB: 42 SO: 155 

Gonsolin went flying up the Dodgers’ prospect list after a stellar 2018 that included 155 strikeouts in only 128 
innings of work, with an impressive 2.60 ERA. He’s got three plus pitches including his fastball, curve and split-
fingered changeup, and he carries himself well on the mound, with a good feel for how to best utilize his repertoire. 

131. Zack Brown, RHP, Milwaukee Brewers 
Age: 24 Height: 6-1 Weight: 180 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CB: 55 CH: 50 CTL: 45 CMND: 50 
Stats (Rookie/AA) 
W-L: 9-1 ERA: 2.40 IP: 127.2 H: 95 BB: 36 SO: 116 

Brown (no relation to the Zac Brown Band) has exceptional potential thanks to his above-average fastball and 
curve. His changeup flashes average, and he gets his fair share of groundball outs. He’s definitely on the radar for 
both GM David Stearns and Craig Counsell as someone who can help them at some point this year. 

130. Kyle Isbel, OF, Kansas City Royals 
Age: 21 Height: 5-11 Weight: 185 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 50 FLD: 50 HIT: 50 PWR: 50 RUN: 55 
Stats (Rookie/A) 
Slash: .326/.389/.504 2B: 22 HR: 7 RBI: 34 SB: 24 

Isbel is a converted infielder and has made the transition look easy. He still has some work to do with jumps and 
angles, but that’s to be expected. He’s a contact hitter with gap-to-gap power, slightly above-average speed and even 
better baserunning instincts. 

129. Peter Lambert, RHP, Colorado Rockies 
Age: 21 Height: 6-2 Weight: 185 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 50 CB: 55 SLI: 45 CH: 55 CTL: 50 CMND: 45 
Stats (AA/AAA) 
W-L: 10-7 ERA: 3.28 IP: 148 H: 152 BB: 27 SO: 106 

Lambert has a solid four-pitch mix, with his curve and changeup profiling as his best secondary pitches. He doesn’t 
have an overpowering fastball, but makes up for it with his moxie and deception in his delivery. 

128. Michael Chavis, 3B/1B, Boston Red Sox 
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Age: 23 Height: 5-10 Weight: 220 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 45 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 45 
Stats (A/AA/AAA) 
Slash: .298/.381/.538 2B: 14 HR: 9 RBI: 27 SB: 3 

Chavis dealt with an 80-game PED suspension last year, and it was a real setback for the Red Sox, who were hoping 
to use him as a trade chip at last year’s trade deadline. Chavis is a below-average defender at third base, but is 
improving, and he does have a plus arm. I like his bat; although he strikes out too often, he offsets that with his 
power. 

127. Franklin Perez, RHP, Detroit Tigers 
Age: 21 Height: 6-2 Weight: 200 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 CB: 55 SLI: 45 CH: 50 CTL: 50 CMND: 55 
Stats (A/AA) 
W-L: 0-2 ERA: 6.52 IP: 19.1 H: 18 BB: 8 SO: 14 

The headliner in the trade that sent Justin Verlander to the Astros in August of 2017, Perez has four pitches: a mid-
90s fastball, an above-average curveball, an improving slider and an average change, which at times has good fade. 

126. Ryan Mountcastle, 3B/OF, Baltimore Orioles 
Age: 21 Height: 6-3 Weight: 185 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 40 FLD: 40 HIT: 55 PWR: 55 RUN: 50 
Stats (AA) 
Slash: .297/.341/.464 2B: 19 HR: 13 RBI: 59 SB: 2 

Mountcastle is strictly a bat prospect. He can hit for average and power, including high-velocity stuff and good 
breaking balls. However, finding a place for him defensively will be a challenge. His best position, aside from 
designated hitter, will probably be left field. 

125. Tyler Stephenson, C, Cincinnati Reds 
Age: 22 Height: 6-4 Weight: 225 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 50 HIT: 40 PWR: 55 RUN: 35 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .250/.338/.392 2B: 20 HR: 11 RBI: 59 SB: 1 

Stephenson isn’t going to wow you with overwhelming tools, but he’s solid. He’s got a strong arm behind the plate, 
though he needs to work on his release time, and he’s got great power, but needs to improve his plate coverage. He’s 
been sidetracked by injuries the last couple of years, including left wrist surgery and a concussion. 

124. Jahmai Jones, 2B/OF, Los Angeles Angels 
Age: 21 Height: 6-0 Weight: 215 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades  
ARM: 45 FLD: 45 HIT: 50 PWR: 45 RUN: 60 
Stats (A/AA) 
Slash: .239/.337/.380 2B: 20 HR: 10 RBI: 55 SB: 24 

Jones has a solid approach to hitting, above-average bat speed and quick hands, and he makes consistent hard 
contact. He stole 24 bases last year and has a good first step. He needs work defensively at second base, and will 
have to hit his way into the position. 

123. Grant Lavigne, 1B, Colorado Rockies 
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Age: 19 Height: 6-4 Weight: 220 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 50 FLD: 45 HIT: 55 PWR: 50 RUN: 40 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .350/.477/.519 2B: 13 HR: 6 RBI: 38 SB: 12 

If I graded his hitting approach, it would probably be an 80 out of 80. He has the ability to take pitches out of the 
strike zone and wait for a pitch he can handle, along with a terrific two-strike approach. Lavigne’s on-base 
percentage of .477 speaks for itself. At first base he’s well above average, with special hands, range and first step 
quickness. 

122. Ronny Mauricio, SS, New York Mets 
Age: 17 Height: 6-2 Weight: 169 Bats: B Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 50 HIT: 40 PWR: 40 RUN: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .273/.304/.410 2B: 16 HR: 3 RBI: 35 SB: 2 

Mauricio is a formidable athlete whose best tool is his strong arm, which he’ll show off from the hole. He lacks 
range at shortstop but makes up for it with first-step quickness and efficient angles. He has plus bat speed and raw 
power, making him a special and projectable prospect to keep your eyes on. 

121. J.B. Bukauskas, RHP, Houston Astros 
Age: 22 Height: 6-0 Weight: 198 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 SLI: 55 CH: 45 CTL: 45 CMND: 50 
Stats (Rookie/A/AA) 
W-L: 4-2 ERA: 2.14 IP: 59 H: 42 BB: 24 SO: 71 

Bukauskas was almost the headliner traded to the Nationals at last year’s deadline in a package for Bryce Harper, 
before the deal was eventually nixed by the Nats’ front office. Bukauskas’ fastball is mostly 94-95 and he’ll cut it to 
left-handed hitters. His slider is his best secondary pitch and hits nasty, with late break. His changeup needs some 
more development, but he’s coming on fast and is shaping up to be a mid-rotation starter. 

120. Colton Welker, 3B, Colorado Rockies 
Age: 21 Height: 6-2 Weight: 199 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 50 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 40 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .333/.383/.489 2B: 32 HR: 13 RBI: 82 SB: 5 

The Rockies keep producing top third base prospects, and here comes another one in Welker. All he has done is hit 
since arriving in professional ball, and this year was no exception as he reached base more than 38 percent of the 
time and hit 13 home runs. He profiles to be a future 20-25 home run hitter as he matures, and he’ll at least be an 
average defender with a plus arm. 

119. Brice Turang, 2B/SS, Milwaukee Brewers 
Age: 19 Height: 6-1 Weight: 165 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 60 HIT: 50 PWR: 40 RUN: 60 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .283/.396/.352 2B: 6 HR: 1 RBI: 18 SB: 14 

Turang has an advanced approach at the plate with a fluid, level swing that allows him to cover both sides and use 
the whole field. He’s a solid defender at shortstop with a plus arm and can really run. 
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118. Bo Naylor, C, Cleveland Indians 
Age: 18 Height: 6-0 Weight: 195 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 45 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .274/.381/.402 2B: 3 HR: 2 RBI: 17 SB: 5 

Bo is the younger brother of Josh Naylor and, like his brother, can really swing the bat. Bo is more athletic than his 
brother and has a better hit tool, while Josh has more power. The younger Naylor is a solid defensive catcher with a 
plus arm. 

117. Nate Lowe, 1B, Tampa Bay Rays 
Age: 23 Height: 6-4 Weight: 235 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 50 FLD: 45 HIT: 55 PWR: 65 RUN: 40 
Stats (A/AA/AAA) 
Slash: .330/.416/.568 2B: 32 HR: 27 RBI: 102 SB: 1 

Lowe is a below-average defensive first baseman with slow feet and running speed. However, he can swing it and 
has loud, lofting and line-drive power. He’s an underrated bat prospect who certainly has the power to compete for 
the first base or designated hitter jobs starting in spring training. 

116. Jordyn Adams, OF, Los Angeles Angels 
Age: 19 Height: 6-2 Weight: 180 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 45 FLD: 55 HIT: 45 PWR: 50 RUN: 75 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .267/.361/.381 2B: 6 HR: 0 SB: 5 

Adams is a strong defensive center fielder with special athleticism and blazing speed. He has quick-twitch muscles 
and at least average raw power. Like so many other raw athletes in baseball, he’ll go as far as his hit tool will take 
him. 

115. Josh Naylor, 1B/LF, San Diego Padres 
Age: 21 Height: 5-11 Weight: 255 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 40 HIT: 55 PWR: 70 RUN: 40 
Stats (AA) 
Slash: .297/.382/.447 2B: 22 HR: 17 RBI: 72 SB: 5 

He can flat-out rake, with upper-deck power. His hit and power tools are undeniable, but so is his lack of 
defensive position; the Padres have tried him at first base and in left field. His best position is designated 
hitter. Therefore, look for him to be traded at some point in the future to an AL team. 

114. Jackson Kowar, RHP Kansas City Royals 
Age: 22 Height: 6-5 Weight: 182 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CH: 60 CB: 45 CTL: 45 CMND: 40 
Stats (A) 
W-L: 0-1 ERA: 3.42 IP: 26.1 H: 19 BB: 12 SO: 22 

Kowar has a good arm with a solid fastball and an above-average changeup that acts more like a screwball with 
deceptive late action. His breaking ball is somewhere between a curve and slurve and is still very inconsistent. 
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113. Travis Swaggerty, OF, Pittsburgh Pirates 
Age: 21 Height: 5-11 Weight: 180 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 50 HIT: 40 PWR: 55 RUN: 60 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .239/.322/.383 2B: 19 HR: 5 RB: 20 SB: 9 

Swaggerty is a toolsy player whose best position is center field thanks to his range, jumps and angles. He has an 
above-average arm and can really run. He should focus more on hitting line drives and using the whole field, rather 
than on hitting homers. 

112. Jesus Sanchez, OF, Tampa Bay Rays 
Age: 21 Height: 6-3 Weight: 210 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 50 FLD: 50 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 50 
Stats (A/AA) 
Slash: .282/.324/.433 2B: 32 HR: 11 RBI: 75 SB: 4 

Sanchez is going to hit — he has electric bat speed and above-average hand-eye coordination. He makes solid 
contact and uses the whole field. He shows average power now but profiles to have above-average power when fully 
developed. Defensively he’ll be able to play either corner, with at least an average accurate arm. 

111. Nick Pratto, 1B, Kansas City Royals 
Age: 20 Height: 6-1 Weight: 195 Bats: L Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 55 HIT: 55 PWR: 60 RUN: 45 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .280/.343/.443 2B: 33 HR: 14 RBI: 62 SB: 22 

I loved Pratto’s swing when the Royals selected him with their first-round pick in 2017, but have been really 
disappointed by his high strikeout rate after his first two years in the minors. I thought he made progress late last 
year, though, and I still think he’s going to hit. His power should continue to develop. He hasn’t disappointed at first 
base, where he has good range, hands and stretches. He’s one of those players who require you to bet on the scout’s 
eye over the analytics experts’ numbers, and he needs time to develop. 

110. Brandon Marsh, OF, Los Angeles Angels 
Age: 21 Height: 6-4 Weight: 211 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 65 FLD: 55 HIT: 45 PWR: 55 RUN: 55 
Stats (A/A) 
Slash: .266/.359/.408 2B: 27 HR: 10 RBI: 70 SB: 14 

Marsh is a tremendous athlete and an above-average defensive center fielder with a strong work ethic and a high 
baseball IQ. He has a plus-plus arm that stops runners from taking an extra base. But he needs a lot of work on his 
swing to become successful. 

109. Brandon Lowe, 2B Tampa Bay Rays 
Age: 24 Height: 6-0 Weight: 183 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 45 FLD: 45 HIT: 50 PWR: 55 RUN: 50 
Stats (AA/AAA) 
Slash: .297/.391/.558 2B: 31 HR: 22 RBI: 71 SB: 8 

The Rays felt they finally found their second baseman last year in Joey Wendle, who had a solid season and hit over 
.300 for the year. However, Tampa Bay won’t be surprised if Lowe gives him serious competition sometime this 
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year, thanks to his bat and 20 home-run power. Lowe is adequate defensively at second base and can make the 
routine plays, but it will be his bat that makes his case for playing time. 

108. Cristian Pache, OF, Atlanta Braves 
Age: 20 Height: 6-2 Weight: 185 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 70 FLD: 70 HIT: 50 PWR: 40 RUN: 70 
Stats (A/AA) 
Slash: .281/.335/.343 2B: 23 HR: 9 RBI: 47 SB: 7 

Pache is very good defensive center fielder thanks to his incredible running speed, with special range and a strong 
arm. The real question is whether he’s going to hit good pitching. He likes to pull the ball and does not yet have a 
feel for how to handle the entire strike zone. The result is that he has huge holes at the plate, which leads to too 
many strikeouts. His great speed hasn’t been usable on the bases because he has yet to learn how to steal at a good 
percentage. However, due to his physical tools, he’s a player you wait for — because if he ever figures things out, he 
could be exciting. 

107. Jordan Groshans, SS/3B, Toronto Blue Jays 
Age: 19 Height: 6-3 Weight: 178 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 55 FLD: 50 HIT: 55 PWR: 55 RUN: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
Slash: .296/.353/.447 2B: 13 HR: 5 RBI: 43 

Groshans has an incredible ceiling offensively and should fly up this board over the next couple of years. He can 
really hit, with consistent, loud sweet-spot contact. He hits line drives from foul line to foul line and has above-
average pull power. Defensively, third base is his best position and he’s got a strong arm. 

106. Logan Allen, LHP, San Diego Padres 
Age: 21 Height: 6-3 Weight: 205 Bats: R Throws: L 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 50 CH: 55 SLI: 50  CB: 45 CTL: 45 CMND: 50 
Stats (AA/AAA) 
W-L: 14-6 ERA: 2.54 IP: 148.2 H: 110 BB: 51 SO: 151 

Allen is a bulldog on the mound who comes right after hitters with a four-pitch mix that includes an 
average fastball and an above-average changeup. Both of his breaking balls are average at times, with his 
slider being the more consistent of the two. The southpaw profiles to be more of a fifth-starter type or 
long man. 

105. Kevin Smith, SS, Toronto Blue Jays 
Age: 22 Height: 6-1 Weight: 188 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 60 FLD: 50 HIT: 45 PWR: 60 RUN: 50 
Stats (A) 
Slash: .302/.358/.528 2B: 31 HR: 25 RBI: 93 SB: 29 

Smith might not light up the tool meter but he’s solid at shortstop with sure hands, good first-step quickness to both 
sides and a strong and accurate arm. He has a tremendous work ethic and passion for learning, which results in 
rapid development in most areas of his game. He’s definitely going to be an overachiever. Offensively, the power 
and baserunning instincts are real. 

104. Bobby Dalbec, 3B, Boston Red Sox 
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Age: 23 Height: 6-4 Weight: 225 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 65 FLD: 50 HIT: 40 PWR: 70 RUN: 40 
Stats (A/AA) 
Slash: .257/.361/.558 2B: 35 HR: 32 RBI: 109 SB: 3 

Dalbec is a legitimate power-bat prospect with 30-35 home run potential. However, he has too much swing-and-
miss in his game. He does have the ability to go the other way, and his power is to all fields. He also knows how to 
work a count. Defensively he’s solid at third base with a plus-plus arm. He’s likely to be a sixth- or seventh-hole 
hitter because of the low projected batting average and his high strikeout and homer mixture. 

103. Christin Stewart, OF, Detroit Tigers 
Age: 25 Height: 6-0 Weight: 205 Bats: L Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
ARM: 45 FLD: 45 HIT: 45 PWR: 65 RUN: 45 
Stats (R/AAA) 
Slash: .263/.363/.488 2B: 21 HR: 25 RBI: 80 SB: 0 

Stewart has belted at least 25 home runs and driven in at least 80 runs in each of his last three minor-league 
seasons and will finally be given the chance to be the Tigers’ everyday left fielder if he can have a strong spring 
training in Lakeland. He’s a below-average defender in left field but can make the routine plays, and has the ability 
to get on base and hit homers. 

102. Eric Pardinho, RHP, Toronto Blue Jays 
Age: 18 Height: 5-10 Weight: 155 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 55 CB: 55 SLI: 50 CH: 50 CTL: 45 CMND: 50 
Stats (Rookie) 
W-L: 4-3 ERA: 2.88 IP: 50 H: 37 BB: 16 SO: 64 

Pardinho has a clean delivery and tremendous pitchability. It’s amazing at his age that he’s already learned to add 
and subtract with all of his pitches and hit the catcher’s mitt without it needing to move. His fastball is slightly 
above average and his curveball and slider both miss bats when they’re on. He added a new changeup to his arsenal 
last year and it’s definitely a workable pitch already. He’s got savvy and should move quickly, despite his youth. 

101. Adonis Medina, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies 
Age: 22 Height: 6-1 Weight: 185 Bats: R Throws: R 
Scouting Grades 
FB: 60 SLI: 55 CH: 55 CTL: 45 CMND: 45 
Stats (A) 
W-L: 10-4 ERA: 4.12 IP: 111.1 H: 103 BB: 36 SO: 123 
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