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Mauer's pinch-hit homer lifts Twins to victory 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 17, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- With the Twins looking for a spark, down by a run with two runners on base in the seventh, Joe Mauer was brought in off the 
bench to pinch-hit against reliever Louis Coleman. 
 
Mauer worked the count full, before ripping a fastball for a three-run homer to give the Twins a 5-3 lead they wouldn't relinquish in a 5-4 win on 
Friday night at Target Field. It was Mauer's second career pinch-hit homer, and he came out to a curtain call from Twins fans after the go-ahead 
blast. 
 
"It was a moment -- it's a career full of them," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "You get a chance to use one of the best players in the last 
decade and a half in the game in a big situation, it is kind of a nice card to have in the deck. We just kind of rolled with it. It was one of those 
things where he stepped up and it was a nice delivery." 
 
Mauer's homer was his fourth of the season, but he added to his impressive numbers with runners on base. He leads the Majors by hitting .429 
(27-for-63) with runners in scoring position. It was a no-doubter, as it had an exit velocity of 102.9 mph and went a projected 423 feet to right 
field, per Statcast™. 
 
"It's awesome," Mauer said. "I mean, just walking to the plate in that situation, tonight's crowd was awesome, great energy and I kind of had to 
step out a couple times just to take a couple deep breaths just to control the emotions a little bit. After it hit the seats, that was pretty awesome." 
 
It was the third homer of the night for the Twins -- Eddie Rosario hit a solo shot off lefty Matthew Boyd in the sixth and Tyler Austin crushed a 
solo blast off Boyd in the seventh. Rosario hit his team-leading 21st of the year, while Austin's was the longest of the year by a Twins player, 
projected at 451 feet. It also had an exit velocity of 111.9 mph, which is the second-hardest hit homer by the Twins this year, only trailing Miguel 
Sano's 114.6-mph shot on April 25. 
 
"Rosie kind of broke the ice and then Austin, that's what he's about," Molitor said. "You get a mistake, offspeed pitch, and he pulverized that." 
 
The homers backed right-hander Kyle Gibson, who allowed three runs on eight hits and three walks over seven innings to get the win. Gibson was 
helped by four double plays, including one in each of the first three innings. 
 
He gave up two runs in the fourth, keyed by a run-scoring wild pitch and an RBI single from Victor Martinez. He also surrendered a run in the 



2 
 

sixth on an RBI single by Nicholas Castellanos but bounced back with a scoreless seventh before the Twins started their comeback. 
 
"Just some poor execution in that inning," Gibson said. "Thankfully the offense there in the seventh did a great job. But I'll take four [double 
plays] every night. That's a team that's aggressive." 
 
Reliever Matt Magill attempted to record his first save in the ninth, but surrendered a run on a two-out bloop RBI single from Ronny Rodriguez 
and walked Victor Reyes on 13 pitches. Lefty Taylor Rogers came in for the final out and recorded his first career save. It helped the Twins 
improve to 18-4 over their last 22 games at home. 
 
"We had to scramble at the end," Molitor said. "Reyes gave Magill a heck of a battle there. And it was good to see Rog get a chance to get his first 
save." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Mauer's other pinch-hit homer came on May 25, 2009, against former Red Sox closer Jonathan Papelbon. It was also his 141st career homer with 
the Twins, which ties him with Michael Cuddyer for 11th on Minnesota's all-time list. 
 
"I think it was in the Metrodome," Mauer said. "Yeah, that was pretty good. I think I hit a two-run homer and we were down three." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"That's about as professional an at-bat as you're going to see. That's Joe Mauer right there. He's a guy that gets a tough pitcher's pitch on 3-1, 
doesn't panic and gets the pitch he needs to hit and just put one of the best swings you've ever seen. That's him. When he gets the chance to do 
that, most of the time they walk him. When he gets a chance to do that, he capitalized and did a great job. Anybody that says he's not clutch, I 
don't know. Maybe I don't know the numbers. That guy's as clutch as it gets." -- Gibson, on Mauer 
 
UP NEXT 
The Tigers will match up with the Twins for the third game of a four-game set on Saturday at 6:10 p.m. CT at Target Field. Right-hander Kohl 
Stewart (0-1, 6.23 ERA) will make his second career start and his second straight against Detroit. He gave up three runs over 4 1/3 innings in a 
loss at Comerica Park in his debut. The Tigers will start lefty Ryan Carpenter (0-1, 6.39 ERA). 
 
Longest home runs for every MLB team 
Andrew Simon, David Adler and Matt Kelly | MLB.com | August 18, 2018 
 
Ever since Babe Ruth launched Major League Baseball into the live-ball era with his awe-inspiring home runs, wowed fans have been asking: 
"How far did that ball go?" 
 
Teams had their own methods for estimating home run distance for nearly a century. But now, the launch of Statcast™ has given us a whole new 
tool to answer the question, thanks to the tracking technology at every MLB ballpark. 
 
Here is a look at the longest homers hit by each of the 30 MLB clubs since Statcast™ began tracking home run distances at the start of the 2015 
season. 
 
Twins: Kennys Vargas, June 20, 2017, vs. CWS 
Distance: 483 feet (Watch it) 
There really wasn't any doubt about this homer as soon as Vargas' bat met this pitch from White Sox starter Derek Holland with a scorching 
114.1-mph exit velocity. Vargas' shot climbed high above the bullpen in left-center at Target Field for one of four 450-plus foot homers the first 
baseman hit in less than 800 at-bats in a Twins uniform. Full Twins leaderboard 
 
Joe Mauer's pinch-hit, three-run homer carries Twins to fourth consecutive victory 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Matthew Boyd on Friday was in the middle of being a pain in the Twins’ sides for the second time in less than a week, but things changed in the 
seventh inning. 
 
Tyler Austin blasted a 458-foot home run off Boyd. Jake Cave dumped a single to center. Johnny Field was hit by a pitch. Tigers manager Ron 
Gardenhire went to the mound and took the lefthander out of the game, replacing him with righthander Louis Coleman. 
 
Detroit does not have a lefthanded reliever. That made Paul Molitor’s decision to pinch hit Joe Mauer for Ehire Adrianza a no-brainer. 
 
“You get a chance to use one of the best players in the last decade and a half in the game in a big situation,” Molitor said. “It is kind of a nice card 
to have in the deck.” 
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And Mauer has been an ace with runners on base, leading the majors with a .429 batting average with runners in scoring position. 
 
He worked the count full, and Coleman gave Mauer a fastball as hittable as can be — right down the heart of the plate. Mauer pounded it into the 
seats above the right-field scoreboard for a three-run homer that propelled the Twins to a 5-4 win over the Tigers. The pinch-hit home run was just 
the second in Mauer’s career, the other coming May 25, 2009, when he connected off of Boston’s Jonathan Papelbon in the Metrodome. 
 
 “It’s awesome,” Mauer said. “I mean, just walking to the plate in that situation, tonight’s crowd was awesome, great energy and I kind of had to 
step out a couple times just to take a couple deep breaths just to control the emotions a little bit. After it hit the seats, that was pretty awesome.” 
 
The announced crowd of 26,605 had to be nudged awake after Boyd no-hit the Twins for four innings. But after Mauer’s blast they were on their 
feet and roaring. And starting pitcher Kyle Gibson nudged Mauer out of the dugout for a curtain call. 
 
“That’s about as professional an at-bat as you’re going to see,” Gibson said. “That’s Joe Mauer right there. He’s a guy that gets a tough pitcher’s 
pitch on 3-1, doesn’t panic and gets the pitch he needs to hit and just put one of the best swings you’ve ever seen. That’s him.” 
 
The Twins were up 5-3 then. When the game reached the ninth, Molitor looked into his closerless bullpen and selected Matt Magill. He gave up 
an RBI single to Ronny Rodriguez and was a strike away against Victor Reyes from ending the game but walked Reyes at the end of a 13-pitch at-
bat to put two runners on. Taylor Rogers came on and got Jeimer Candelario to ground out for his first major league save. 
 
Boyd no-hit the Twins for the last five innings of his outing against them on Sunday. Add nine more at the start Friday and he retired 27 Twins 
without giving up a hit. 
 
Gibson (7-9), who dueled with Boyd, got Detroit to hit into four double plays over the first five innings. But the Tigers scored twice in the fourth 
on a wild pitch and Victor Martinez’s RBI single, then added another run in the sixth on Nick Castellanos’ RBI single. 
 
Eddie Rosario homered off Boyd in the sixth to get the Twins within 3-1. The Twins knocked Boyd out of the game in the seventh — then got a 
matchup in their favor with No. 7 at the dish. 
 
“The things that he does, I don’t think we’re really thinking homer,” Molitor said. “But he showed patience, waited until he got a good pitch that 
he can handle and it turned out to be the difference.” 
 
Trevor May finds flaw amid his success in return to Twins 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Righthander Trevor May downplayed his first major league victory since 2016 Thursday, focusing instead on how he could have avoided walking 
in two runs after he replaced Ervin Santana with the bases loaded in the fifth inning. 
 
“I’m a little bit caught up with having a job to do in the fifth inning to pick Erv up,” May said. “I could have done a much better job with that.” 
 
He got through it, though. And manager Paul Molitor has been more than pleased with May since he was called up from Class AAA Rochester on 
July 31 after missing all of 2017 because of Tommy John elbow surgery. 
 
“That’s a long rehab,” Molitor said. “You feel disconnected from the team, and you are out doing your program and you find your way back to the 
minor leagues and have to work your way up to prove that you can perform. Now he’s getting that chance, and he was rewarded [Thursday] with 
the win.” 
 
May is 1-0 with a 1.35 ERA in six outings since being recalled. The velocity of most of his pitches is about where it was pre-injury. And he has 
held opponents to a .200 batting average. 
 
While he is using this year to re-establish himself, his role for 2019 will, once again, become a topic for debate at 1 Twins Way. 
 
“We’ve been back and forth with him a lot,” Molitor said. “I like his value in the bullpen. I’m sure there’s some other people that are going to try 
to keep our options open because depth in starting pitching is always pretty vital too.” 
 
Pineda close 
 
Michael Pineda has reached the final checkpoint on his way back to the majors. The righthander, signed as a free agent despite recovering from 
Tommy John elbow ligament replacement surgery, is headed to Class AAA Rochester to make three starts. 
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Pineda will pitch four innings in his first two outings, and in the third outing, tentatively scheduled for Aug. 31, he will throw either five innings 
or 75 pitches. That will bring him up to the time rosters can be expanded in September. 
 
In his outing on Thursday for Class A Fort Myers, Pineda gave up one run over three innings on two doubles while striking out a batter. His 
fastball averaged 93 miles per hour. 
 
The Twins signed Pineda to a two-year, $10 million contract during the offseason. He’ll make $2 million this year as he completes his 
rehabilitation, then $8 million in 2019. 
 
Tink Larson Field back 
 
On Saturday, Twins President Dave St. Peter and third base coach Gene Glynn will head down to Waseca, Minn., to take part in the celebration of 
the return of Tink Larson Field. 
 
Two years ago, the stadium was destroyed by fire. A fundraising campaign, which included a donation by the Twins, brought in enough to cover 
the cost of repairs, about $1.8 million. 
 
Glynn, who is from Waseca and was the first Minnesota Mr. Basketball in 1975, will attend the celebration before heading to Target Field for the 
Tigers-Twins game. 
 
“It’s just a connection to a lifeline of sports, because town team baseball is so big,” Glynn said, “[and] it’s still used by the high school to play its 
games, and the Legion and the VFW.” 
 
Morris to be honored 
 
Before Saturday’s game, the Twins will honor Jack Morris for being inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame last month. It will be a celebration of 
St. Paul baseball, as Dave Winfield is scheduled to attend and Molitor is expected to take part; all three grew up in St. Paul. A video tribute will 
be shown, and Morris is expected to deliver a short speech. 
 
Morris will take the field with 13-year old Ben Barbatsis, who is receiving assistance from Crescent Cove, which provides hospice services to 
Minnesota children and their families. 
 
Twins postgame: Mauer hits throwback homer; Magill nearly notches save 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Some notes following an exciting night at Target Field: 
 
The 2009 season was quite a while ago. But I still remember Joe Mauer missing the first month due to injury then returning to obliterate pitching 
on the way to the MVP award. The swing he put on Louis Coleman's please-hit-me fastball in the seventh inning — and the resulting noise — 
looked and sounded like the way he hit in 2009. He took a rip and did not miss it, as it traveled 429 feet. 
 
“I hit it pretty good," Mauer said. "I had a good feeling it was gone. I didn’t know if it was high enough, I guess, especially with that wall. But 
yeah, I’m glad it reached the seats.” 
 
The count was 3-2, but Mauer felt home plate umpire Laz Diaz botched a couple calls. 
 
“He’s got a great sinker and right there, I was just trying to get something up in the zone," Mauer said. "I didn’t look back at them on tape, but I 
thought they were down. I thought the second strike was down and away. Even if they were strikes, that wasn’t something I’d want to offer at, 
especially with one out and more likely put it on the ground. So, looking for something up and 3-2, I got that pitch and I’m glad I didn’t miss it.” 
 
It very surprising that the Tigers would go so long without a lefty in the bullpen, but it sounds like they have had a couple injuries and no one else 
deserves to be called up. Mauer and Eddie Rosario will be late-inning threats in every game of this series. 
 
Magill almost does it 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor gave Matt Magill a chance to pick up his first major league save. Although he gave up an RBI single to Ronny 
Rodriguez, he still was an out away. 
 
He got into a major battle with pinch hitter Victor Reyes, one in which he would not throw anything but fastballs — 13 of them, to be exact. 
Reyes fouled off seven straight before walking on pinch No. 13. Taylor Rogers relieved Magill and got the final out, for HIS first major league 



5 
 

save instead. 
 
Reyes was not catching up to Magill's fastballs, but I still asked if he should have spun at least one breaking ball up there to see if Reyes would 
swing over the top and end the game. 
 
"He had some good swings," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "The majority of them were a tad late. I think he really just didn’t want to spike a 
breaking ball and put that tying run out there at second base. He did it with the walk, but he didn’t back down. He just kept going after him, 
challenging him with what he had. It was a good velocity fastball and he just finally misfired. The big thing for Magill tonight --- it was a good 
experience for him." 
 
Magill has a 3.86 ERA for the Twins in 26 games and has been more useful that anyone expected when they called him up. 
 
Rogers, meanwhile, had the game ball, already authenticated, sitting in his stall. 
 
When asked if that was the ball from the game he said, "Yes....but don't touch it!" 
 
He was joking. 
 
Friday's Twins-Detroit game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 18, 2018 
 
IMPACT PLAYER: Joe Mauer, Twins 
 
His second career pinch-hit homer turned a one-run deficit into a two-run lead. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
4 Double-play grounders induced by Kyle Gibson over his seven innings. 
 
7 Consecutive foul balls from Detroit’s Victor Reyes against Matt Magill before walking in the ninth. 
 
2 Pitches thrown by Taylor Rogers to earn the save. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Kohl Stewart’s second career start is against the same team he faced in his first, on Sunday in Detroit. 
 
Minneapolis lawyer Ralph Strangis, who put together big deals and stadiums, dies at 82 
Neal St. Anthony | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Ralph Strangis, a dean of the Minnesota law scene who put together some of the state’s biggest deals over a 50-year career, has died. 
 
He was 82. He died of heart disease Wednesday night at his home in Minneapolis. 
 
Strangis played a key role in many significant transactions, including the 1986 merger of Republic Airlines and Northwest Airlines and the initial 
public offering of TCF Financial Corp., the state’s third-biggest. He also helped put together the private-public partnerships to build Target Field 
for the Twins in Minneapolis a decade ago and Allianz Field for Minnesota United in St. Paul. 
 
Even as heart problems worsened, Strangis never retired. Last week, he toured in a wheelchair the under-construction soccer stadium in St. Paul 
with William McGuire, principal owner of Minnesota United. 
 
A son of working-class parents, Strangis always lived in northeast Minneapolis. As a student, he worked at Vescio’s restaurant, owned by 
relatives. 
 
Strangis and Sam Kaplan left a large firm in 1978 to form their own business-law boutique, called Kaplan, Strangis and Kaplan, that focused on 
advisory and transaction services. 
 
“When we graduated in law school [in 1960], lawyers were expected to sit at the end of the table while the clients negotiated,” Sam Kaplan said 
Friday. The old saying was: ‘If you really want bad business advice ask a lawyer. Ralph put the lie to that notion. He had extraordinary business 
acumen, as well as being an excellent lawyer. 
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“Ralph’s clients felt he loved them and that he strongly understood business and legal issues. He liked nothing better than to quarterback a 
transaction.” 
 
Kaplan said he and Strangis “never had difference other than politics.” Strangis was a Republican and Kaplan a Democrat. 
 
“Lawyering was simply a prop for Ralph to practice the fine art of deal-making and relationship building; and no one could do that better,” wrote 
Bob MacDonald, retired CEO of Allianz Life of North America. “Ralph’s success was not based on the size and number of deals he completed, 
but how those deals were transacted, and relationships built. 
 
“Ralph was never motivated to simply do a deal; rather he was focused on doing the right deal, the right way. For him, no deal was worth doing 
unless all participants came out as winners. Finding or creating ‘parallel interests’ … is not always easy. Ralph put this philosophy at the heart of 
every deal.” 
 
Steve Wolf, the former CEO of Republic Airlines and United Airlines in the 1980s, recalled that he relied on Strangis when he was hired to 
turnaround failing Republic, the product of mergers that once had been North Central Airlines. 
 
As Republic started taking domestic travelers from the larger Northwest Airlines, Wolf and Strangis approached the leadership of Northwest with 
a fish-buys-whale offer. 
 
The ploy eventually led Northwest to pay $884 million for Republic, a deal that built up Northwest’s domestic network, which survives now 
under Delta Air Lines with hubs in Minneapolis and Detroit. 
 
“Ralph thought of things I didn’t always think of,” Wolf said. “He was around a lot of businesses and transactions. He was a good friend.” 
 
Strangis was hired by the Pohlad family, first to sell the Twins and eventually to negotiate a baseball stadium in partnership with Hennepin 
County. 
 
His son, Ralph Strangis Jr., called his father a “Northeast guy without extravagance. 
 
“The watch he wore came from a drugstore. He didn’t wear jewelry or care about flashy cars. He liked to ride a bicycle, which he rode until six 
months ago, and he liked to fish and go to Dairy Queen,” his son said. “He was quietly generous to the causes he cared about and he took care of 
his family.” 
 
Strangis served as chairman of the Minnesota Racing Commission, on numerous boards and as a trustee of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and 
Catholic Eldercare in Northeast. Strangis was a supporter of Pathways for Children, a nonprofit established by his wife, Grace, a former pediatric 
nurse, to assist impoverished children, sometimes working with international nonprofits, universities and students. 
 
In addition to his wife, Strangis is survived by four children, two stepchildren and six grandchildren. 
 
A funeral mass is scheduled for 10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22, at Holy Cross Church, 1621 University Av. NE. 
 
Kyle Gibson on the mound, Logan Forsythe red-hot as Twins take on Tigers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Pregame updates: 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said that Adalberto Mejia is totally shut down and is not undergoing any treatment for the nerve issue in his left arm.  
 
"I don't think there's much they can do right now," Molitor said. "He's going to take some medication to help with the inflammation." 
 
The Twins will continue to run tests to determine how the arm recovers. But it looks more and more that Mejia's chances to pitch again this year 
are slim. 
 
Michael Pineda has reached the final checkpoint on his way back to the majors. The righthander, who has missed the entire season while 
recovering from Tommy John surgery, is headed to Class AAA Rochester. 
 
"Right now, he's scheduled to make three starts at Rochester," Molitor said. 
 
Pineda will pitch four innings in his first two outings then the third outing, which is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 31, he will throw either five 
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innings or 75 pitches. That will bring him up to the time rosters can be expanded in September. 
 
In his outing on Thursday for Class A Fort Myers, Pineda gave up one run over three innings on two doubles while striking out a batter. His 
fastball averaged 93 miles an hour. 
 
Joe Mauer’s 3-run pinch homer lifts Twins to 5-4 win over Tigers 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | August 17, 2018 
 
As he faced veteran reliever Louis Coleman in Friday’s seventh inning, the tying and go-ahead runs on base, Joe Mauer paused to gather himself. 
 
Sent up to pinch hit for Ehire Adrianza, Mauer could feel the support of the Target Field crowd and he wanted to make sure it didn’t overwhelm 
him. 
 
“The crowd was awesome — great energy,” Mauer said after this 5-4 win over the Detroit Tigers. “I had to step out a couple times, just to take a 
couple deep breaths, just to control the emotions a little bit.” 
 
The 35-year-old franchise first baseman worked the count full before connecting on a 90-mph sinker. The resulting parabola screamed over the 
out-of-town scoreboard in right field for a three-run homer that completed a late uprising from a three-run deficit. 
 
It was just the second pinch homer in 74 career plate appearances for Mauer. The other came on May 25 during his 2009 MVP season, a two-run 
shot off Boston closer Jonathan Papelbon in the bottom of the ninth inning. 
 
There was no curtain call that time, he recalled, because the Twins were still trailing. This time the home crowd of 26,605 refused to let the 
moment pass. 
 
“Even after I hit it, you hear the crowd, but you kind of don’t,” Mauer said. “You’re celebrating with your teammates and having fun.” 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor had already turned his attention back to the tightly contested game when just to his left he could feel Mauer brush 
past him on his way up the steps. Off in the wings, practically pushing Mauer up those steps so he could enjoy a rare curtain call, was starting 
pitcher and close friend Kyle Gibson. 
 
“You kind of feel out the situation,” Gibson said. “Fans are still giving him an ovation. Joe’s not a guy that wants to bring the attention on 
(himself). I guess I just thought, ‘They’re still on their feet. Let’s get them back excited again.’ He deserves it.” 
 
Mauer, as curtain call protocol requires, removed his batting helmet to reveal his graying crew cut and waved both arms to the appreciative crowd. 
All that remained was for Taylor Rogers to provide some last-out assistance to Matt Magill in the ninth for his first career save, and the Twins had 
improved to 18-4 at home since June 24. 
 
With 141 homers, Mauer tied Twins hall of famer Michael Cuddyer for 11th on the Minnesota franchise list. Mauer’s homer carried 423 feet and 
gave him four on the season along with his first of the second half. 
 
Now hitting a majors-best .429 with runners in scoring position (50 plate appearances minimum), Mauer also served up a fresh reminder of his 
clutch-hitting abilities to Detroit Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire, who managed him through the first decade-plus of his career. 
 
Now three runs shy of 1,000 and six hits away from tying Rod Carew for second on the Twins’ all-time list, Mauer fully expected to get a 
humorous text message from Gardy after this one. 
 
“I haven’t checked my phone yet,” he said. “I’m sure there’s something on there.” 
 
Entering the home stretch of his 15th and perhaps final season in a Twins uniform, Mauer also had something for his vocal detractors unwilling to 
accept a career built on his calm in the clutch. Since Mauer’s debut in 2004, his .459 on-base percentage ranks third among all hitters with at least 
500 plate appearances with runners in scoring position. 
 
The only two hitters ahead of him in such situations are fellow MVPs: Joey Votto (.487) and Mike Trout (.465). 
 
“Anybody that says he’s not clutch, I don’t know,” Gibson said after his 15th quality start in 25 outings. “That guy’s as clutch as it gets. There’s 
not anybody else we want up at the plate in that spot.” 
 
Solo homers by Eddie Rosario (21st) and Tyler Austin (10th) off Tigers lefty Matthew Boyd had given the Twins life. After Jake Cave singled 
and Johnny Field took a wayward curve off the leg, it was Mauer time. 
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“That’s about as professional an at-bat as you’re going to see,” Gibson said. “That’s Joe Mauer right there. He’s a guy that doesn’t panic and gets 
the pitch he needs to hit and just puts one of the best swings you’ve ever seen. That’s him.” 
 
Twins’ Trevor May keeps impressing, but he won’t get a chance to close just yet 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | August 17, 2018 
 
Trevor May knew exactly what he would do with the commemorative baseball from his first big-league victory since July 29, 2016. 
 
“I’m going to keep it for myself,” the Twins right-hander said with a satisfied smile before Friday’s game. 
 
A day earlier, May walked in a pair of fifth-inning runs in relief of Ervin Santana, but he also got six big outs on a total of 42 pitches to earn the 
victory. Flashing a mid-90s fastball and working around command issues with his breaking stuff, May preserved an 8-7 lead in what became a 15-
8 runaway victory. 
 
“I wasn’t the sharpest I’ve ever been,” May said. “You’ve just got to work one pitch at a time. Strikeouts are a big part of my game. I knew I 
probably wasn’t going to be able to preserve the lead unless I got one.” 
 
Still working back from Tommy John surgery in March 2017, May has yet to appear on consecutive days. In fact, since returning to the mound on 
May 12 in the Florida State League, May has had at least two days off between all but one of his 20 combined outings. 
 
“We all know he needs to do it eventually, especially if he has a shorter outing,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “After a day like (Thursday), 
it wouldn’t be the opportunity to do that.” 
 
Despite a 1.35 earned-run average and a nine-inning strikeout rate of 12.2 through six outings, May won’t be used to close out games just yet. 
 
“I’m not really looking at that for him right now,” Molitor said, while allowing May’s stuff has been “probably better than I thought it was going 
to be.” 
 
A return to starting is still possible next season, but the Twins won’t make that sort of call until they see where the offseason trade and free-agent 
markets take them. May is out of minor league options after this season. 
 
“We’ve been back and forth with him a lot,” Molitor said. “I like his value in the bullpen.” 
 
PINEDA PROGRESSING 
 
Right-hander Michael Pineda, nearly 13 months removed from his Tommy John surgery, is headed to Triple-A Rochester for the final stage of his 
recovery. 
 
Pineda, the ex-Yankee who is signed through 2019, is slated to make three starts for the Red Wings before the month ends. He will go four 
innings twice, followed by a stint of five innings or 75 pitches, which will take him up to September roster expansion. 
 
On Thursday in his second start for Class A Fort Myers, Pineda gave up a pair of doubles in three innings of one-run ball. Averaging 93 mph with 
his fastball, he walked none and struck out one in a 43-pitch outing (30 strikes). 
 
MEJIA OUT 
 
Left-hander Adalberto Mejia, who will be out of minor league options next spring, might not pitch again this season after being diagnosed with 
nerve irritation in his throwing wrist. 
 
“He’s frustrated,” Molitor said. “He worked hard to get an opportunity up there, and when he did he pitched fairly well. I don’t think there’s much 
they can do right now.” 
 
Mejia went 2-0 with a 2.01 ERA in five big-league outings (four starts). Including 14 outings at Triple-A Rochester, Mejia worked just 84 2/3 
innings this season, down from 126 2/3 last season. 
 
Still just 25, Mejia could return to the Dominican Winter League for the third time in four offseasons. He made five starts for Gigantes del Cibao 
last winter despite a 21-start rookie season in the majors, when he was one of six lefties to start at least one game for the Twins. 
 
The last lefty besides Mejia to start a game for the Twins was Dietrich Enns last Aug. 10 at Milwaukee. Jaime Garcia is the last Twins lefty starter 
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to win a game besides Mejia (July 28, 2017). 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
The Twins took their 2018 team photo with outfielders Byron Buxton and Robbie Grossman down in Rochester. Also not pictured: six veteran 
pieces traded off over the past three weeks. 
 
Sam Perlozzo, Twins minor league infield and base-running coordinator, is in town this weekend. 
 
Mauer powers Twins to 5-4 win over Tigers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | August 18, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Joe Mauer disagreed with two called strikes by Laz Diaz and offered as much objection as the mild-mannered veteran will 
provide by looking back at the plate umpire following the second one that forced a full count. 
 
Mauer, pinch-hitting in the seventh inning, shook off the frustration and hit a go-ahead, three-run homer off reliever Louis Coleman, and the 
Minnesota Twins beat the Detroit Tigers 5-4 on Friday night. 
 
“That’s about as professional an at-bat as you’re going to see,” Minnesota starter Kyle Gibson said. “That’s Joe Mauer right there. He’s a guy that 
gets a tough pitcher’s pitch on 3-1, doesn’t panic and gets the pitch he needs to hit and just put one of the best swings you’ve ever seen.” 
 
Eddie Rosario and Tyler Austin added solo home runs for the Twins, who finally broke through against Detroit starter Matt Boyd to win their 
fourth straight game. 
 
Gibson (7-9) allowed three runs and eight hits and struck out five in seven innings. Taylor Rogers earned his first major league save by striking 
out Jeimer Candelario with two runners on in the ninth. 
 
Mauer entered the game leading the majors with a .419 average with runners in scoring position. 
 
“Well, it was moment in a career full of them,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said of Mauer’s home run. “You get a chance to use one of the best 
players in the last decade and a half in the game in a big situation, it is kind of a nice card to have in the deck.” 
 
Added Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire: “He got one up, he yanked it a little bit, and Mauer killed it. I’ve seen him do it many times.” 
 
Boyd (7-11) beat Minnesota on Sunday and had not allowed a hit over the previous nine innings until Austin singled to start the fifth on Friday. 
Boyd stranded Austin, but the Twins finally broke through an inning later. 
 
Rosario homered to break the scoreless streak against Boyd. Austin started a four-run seventh with his second home run in five games for 
Minnesota, a towering shot that reached the second deck in left-center field. 
 
Mauer capped the scoring in the seventh with the second pinch-hit homer of his career and the first since May 25, 2009, at the Metrodome. He 
took a curtain call at the urging of his teammates, including Gibson. 
 
“We don’t give them out too much here, so that was pretty special tonight,” Mauer said. “Definitely appreciate it.” 
 
Boyd surrendered four runs on four hits in 6 1/3 innings and struck out seven. The Tigers lost their fourth straight game. 
 
“I need to finish,” Boyd said. “That’s what it came down to. Made a few mistakes, kind of put us in a bind there. It’s my job. I just need to finish 
it for the boys in here. It’s on me.” 
 
GROUND BALL GIBBY 
 
Gibson worked his way through troubles with his ability to get ground balls. Detroit had singles in the first three innings only to be erased with a 
double play. Gibson got four double-play ground balls in the first five innings. 
 
Gibson has 18 ground-ball double plays this season. He entered the night with the most double plays grounded into in the majors since 2014. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Tigers: LHP Blaine Hardy was placed on the 10-day disabled list with tendinitis in his left elbow. Hardy had been dealing with pain in the elbow 
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and reported issues again Friday in throwing before the game. The move is retroactive to Aug. 15. 
 
Twins: LHP Adalberto Mejia was diagnosed with nerve irritation in his left wrist and he’s been shut down from throwing until the issue can be 
resolved. Mejia (2-0, 2.01 ERA) felt the injury at the end of his last outing, a five-inning, scoreless start on Aug. 7 against Cleveland. He had 
thrown back-to-back, five-inning outings against the Indians without allowing a run. … RHP Michael Pineda made his second start with Class A 
Fort Myers on Thursday, giving up one run on two hits in three innings. Pineda will continue his rehab from Tommy John surgery with three more 
starts for Triple-A Rochester. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Detroit will start left-hander Ryan Carpenter (0-1, 6.39) on Saturday. Carpenter was recalled when the team placed Hardy on the disabled list. 
Minnesota will have rookie Kohl Stewart, the fourth-overall pick in the 2013 draft, make his second start in the majors on Saturday. Stewart 
allowed three runs on eight hits in 4 1/3 innings in a loss to Detroit in his major league debut on Aug. 12. 
 
Preview: Twins vs. Tigers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North| August 18, 2018 
 
Kohl Stewart gets his second career major-league start Saturday as the Minnesota Twins continue their four-game series with Detroit at Target 
Field. 
 
The rookie right-hander, the No. 4 overall pick in the 2013 MLB Draft allowed three runs over 4 1/3 innings in a loss to the Tigers on Sunday but 
made enough of an impression on manager Paul Molitor to stay in the rotation for another turn. 
 
 “I thought for his first time he composed himself fairly well,” Molitor said after Stewart allowed three runs in 4 1/3 innings last week at Detroit. 
“He threw it over for the most part. Kind of, as reports indicated, not a lot of swings and misses.” 
 
Stewart cruised through his first four innings, getting nine of 12 outs via ground balls, before running into trouble in the fifth and eventually 
giving way to the bullpen. 
 
“I feel like I was executing my sinker early in the game,” Stewart said, “but there were some times where I probably needed to go to some off-
speed and keep them off balance.” 
 
Stewart’s first opportunity came when right-hander Adalberto Mejia was placed on the 10-day disabled list with a sore wrist and. Molitor said he 
planned to give Stewart another turn and left him on regular rest when Mejia was diagnosed this week with nerve irritation in the wrist that could 
keep him out the rest of the season. 
 
“He’s shut down from throwing and he’s at a point now where until he hopefully somehow shows improvement or calming down enough to 
consider whenever any type of rehab will begin,” Molitor said. “I don’t want to get too speculative on when or how much he’ll be able to throw. 
At this point, moving forward, we’re just going to have to monitor and run some more tests after he’s shut down and see if he’s getting better 
results as far as the imaging.” 
 
Mejia had a 2.01 ERA in 22 1/3 innings this season and had worked 14 innings without giving up a run — allowing only three hits during that 
stretch — before suffering the injury on his final pitch of an Aug. 7 outing at Cleveland. 
 
“He’s frustrated,” Molitor said. “He worked hard to get an opportunity up here and when he did, he pitched fairly well. I think we saw glimpses 
last year. I think he’s just learned how to use his pitches to be most effective. Trusting the catcher. Not shaking off as much. Being able to not try 
to strike everybody out. I think that’s big for him. As far as being more economical with pitches to go deeper into games will be the next 
progression for him.” 
 
Detroit manager Ron Gardenhire has yet to name a starter for Saturday’s game though he could slot Ryan Carpenter into the spot after the left-
hander was recalled Friday from Triple-A Toledo, where he was 0-1 with a 6.39 ERA in four appearances this season. 
 
Carpenter last pitched in the majors July 13, when he suffered a strained oblique. He has made six appearances for Toledo since coming off the 
DL, throwing 98 pitches his last time out. 
 
“I think I’m progressing really nicely,” Carpenter said. “Not having any pain. That’s the main concern. Strength is pretty much almost there.” 
 
Carpenter’s promotion also came by way of injury. Detroit put left-hander Blaine Hardy on the 10-day disabled list Friday, retroactive to Aug 14 
when he gave up four runs and five hits in four innings against the Chicago White Sox. 
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Gardenhire was already playing with a short-handed bullpen after needing six pitchers Thursday night in the series opener but got help Friday 
when Matthew Boyd covered 6 1/3 innings in a 5-4 loss. 
 
First steps of Trevor May’s comeback have Twins pleased with his progress 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | August 18, 2018 
 
Everything about the situation would suggest more time is needed to properly assess Twins reliever Trevor May and what he can do. 
 
He has only pitched 6 2/3 innings. Four of his six appearances have come against the Kansas City Royals and Detroit Tigers. And lest we forget 
— nobody knows what May’s future holds, whether it’s in the starting rotation or potentially the middle to back end of the bullpen. 
 
In spite of all of those qualifiers, the Twins can’t help but be pleased with what they’ve seen from May early in his return from reconstructive 
elbow surgery. Working the top of the strike zone with a four-seam fastball that’s induced a ton of swings and misses, May — who earned his 
first big-league win in over two years on Thursday night — has given the Twins far more than they could have expected. 
 
“Probably better than I thought it was going to be, given both reports and the fact the layoff from this level has been fairly substantial,” manager 
Paul Molitor said. “He’s throwing all four pitches. Last night, (he) had a little trouble commanding the curve and the slider, and that forced him to 
deal with a lot of three-ball counts. But he’s thrown some good ones too. And I think the velocity for the most part has been effective.” 
 
Again, we caution — it’s very early. 
 
May — who has struck out nine, walked two and has a 1.35 ERA — said last week in Cleveland that he’s “still not there yet.” He doesn’t believe 
he’s working at full strength nearly 17 months removed from his Tommy John surgery. May has made a ton of progress, especially since he 
returned from a seven-day disabled list stint in June at Triple-A. Upon returning, May felt like he had his biggest breakthrough in that he got his 
stuff back. 
 
“The reset was probably the best thing that ever happened to him,” pitching coach Garvin Alston said. “He had a chance to catch his breath, and 
his body had a chance to reset for a moment. 
 
“He’s tunneling the ball the best as of right now when it comes to his fastball and his breaking ball and his slider. His changeup has always been a 
really good pitch. But now he believes in it more because through the process of rehab that’s one of the pitches you get to throw early. I’m so 
happy for where he’s at right now and where he can go.” 
 
If he can maintain it, where May is right now already qualifies as dangerous. 
 
May’s four-seam fastball has averaged 94.4 mph since he returned on July 31. But more impressive than the velocity is the sheer number of 
swings and misses it has generated. Of the 114 pitches May has thrown, batters have swung and missed at 24 of them (21 percent). The rate is an 
incredible 25 percent when May throws a four-seamer, as he’s induced 17 whiffs on 68 pitches. 
 
If May were qualified, his 21-percent swinging strike rate would lead all relievers in the majors. Milwaukee’s Josh Hader currently leads the 
league at 19.5 percent. 
 
Catcher Mitch Garver said one reason May is so effective is that he’s benefited from the sport’s fascination with the high fastball. Earlier in his 
career, May worked down in the zone. Combine that with a delivery that hides the ball well and May has an outstanding pitch to mix in with his 
curve, changeup and slider. 
 
“We need to see how he does against better hitters, but there is truth to the deception,” said one National League scout. “He hides the ball pretty 
good with his short arm swing in back.” 
 
It’d also be great if we had an idea where May’s future lies. He enjoys the idea of being a shutdown reliever and thinks it plays to his strengths. 
But May also said he’d never struggled enough as a starting pitcher to think he couldn’t do it. He wouldn’t be surprised this offseason if the Twins 
asked him if he wants to return to being a starter, either. At this point, May is just happy at the thought of a regular offseason and what it 
potentially can do for his stuff. 
 
“I think there’s still a way to go,” May said. “A little bit more in there that I will get eventually, probably by the end of the year. But a full real 
offseason of a month of rest and going through my good program, I think it’s going to do me a lot of good. 
 
“(The seven-day DL), my body was just saying you’ve been throwing for a long time, you need to take a few days off. I took a couple of days off 
and it just went away. When I came back, velocity jumped 2-to-3 miles an hour right out of the gate and the swings and misses started to come 
back and everything was just a little bit sharper.” 
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His performance Thursday wasn’t quite as sharp as May hoped it would be. Even so, May managed to take a huge step forward. 
 
He inherited a bases-loaded scenario with a three-run lead in the fifth and walked two to allow the Detroit Tigers to get back within a run. But 
after the first run-scoring walk, May struck out Mikie Mahtook with a 3-2 fastball at the letters. After he walked James McCann to force in 
another, May struck out Ronny Rodriguez and induced a Victor Reyes comebacker to preserve the lead. May posted a scoreless inning in the sixth 
and the Twins broke open the one-run game with a huge frame in the home half. 
 
“It was huge,” Alston said. “The one thing I yelled to him, ‘Bend but don’t break.’ … He allowed us to stay ahead in the game and keep our 
energy level up enough for the guys to come in and do what they did and score a bunch of runs. What he’s done so far has been pretty damn 
good.” 
 
Mauer’s late moment prompts curtain call 
For only the second time in his career, Joe Mauer hit a pinch-hit home run. With two on and the Twins trailing 3-2 in the seventh inning on Friday 
night, Mauer worked the count full against Louis Coleman (though Mauer’s body language would suggest none of the pitches were strikes). 
Mauer then ripped a 3-2 fastball over the middle out to right-center for a go-ahead home run. Afterward, Mauer’s teammates coaxed him into 
taking a curtain call in front of the Target Field crowd of 26,605. 
 
 “I hit it pretty good,” Mauer said. “I had a good feeling it was gone. I didn’t know if it was high enough, I guess, especially with that wall. 
 
“(The curtain call is) awesome. I mean, just walking to the plate in that situation, (Friday’s) crowd was awesome, great energy and I kind of had 
to step out a couple times just to take a couple deep breaths just to control the emotions a little bit. After it hit the seats, that was pretty awesome.” 
 
Mauer’s previous pinch-hit homer came on May 25, 2009 and was off Boston’s Jonathan Papelbon. Of anyone with at least 60 trips, Mauer is now 
hitting a major-league leading .429/.513/.634 with three homers and 36 RBIs in 78 plate appearances with runners in scoring position this season. 
 
“You kind of feel out the situation,” said starting pitcher Kyle Gibson, who pushed Mauer out of the dugout. “Fans are still giving him an ovation. 
Joe’s not a guy that wants to bring the attention on me. I don’t know. I guess I just thought, they’re still on their feet. Let’s get them back excited 
again. He deserves it. Having a heck of a year. Just been a big part of this offense, for sure.” 
 
The homer helped the Twins improve to 9-6 in August. Gibson (7-9) earned the victory as he limited Detroit to three earned runs and eight hits in 
seven innings. The Twins turned four double plays behind Gibson. 
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