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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1942-President Franklin D. Roosevelt allows baseball to play despite World War II, but encourages more night 

baseball, so war workers may attend the games 

 

1958-Responding to Powel Crosley, Jr.’s threats to move the Reds to another city, the Cincinnati City Council 

approves the expenditure of $2 million to provide 2,600 parking spaces near Crosley Field 

 

MLB.COM 
Long aims to be ready for life in big leagues  

Reds 2B prospect takes part in rookie program for off-field lessons 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 14th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- Many times since the inception of the annual Rookie Career Development Program in 1992, 

participants have gone on to play in the Major Leagues. But it's one thing to get there, and quite another to stay and 

have a good career. 

 

Reds second-base prospect Shed Long certainly learned some things that he hopes can improve -- and extend -- his 

career. 

 

"You really cover the whole nine yards of what's going to happen or what to expect when you get to the big 

leagues," Long told MLB Pipeline recently. "But some of that stuff is happening right now in the Minor Leagues." 

 

The RCDP doesn't focus on improving baseball skills on the field. Instead, it benefits players like Long off the field, 

so they can focus more on their game. 

 

Major League Baseball and the MLB Players Association combine forces to run the RCDP. This year's program was 

staged in Miami, and among the topics covered was dealing with the media, how to handle situations in the 

clubhouse, drugs in baseball, inclusion and financial planning. 

 

"It's been a great program. I've learned a lot. I'm definitely in a better spot now than when I got here," said Long, 

who is ranked by MLB Pipeline as the Reds' No. 7 prospect. 

 

Long, 23, appears to be knocking on the door to get a shot at baseball's highest level. He was added to Cincinnati's 

40-man roster following the 2017 season and went to his first big league Spring Training last year. 

 

At Double-A Pensacola, Long batted .261/.353/.412 with 12 home runs and 56 RBIs in 126 games. It seems likely 

that he will begin 2019 with Triple-A Louisville. 

 

"I had a few inconsistencies with my bat throughout the season," Long said. "It's not always going to be good, but it 

wasn't as good as I wanted it to be. Overall, it was a pretty good year. Defensively I made a lot of improvements, 

and I'm still working to continue to make improvements. I really want to focus offensively this year just to be more 

consistent than last year." 

 

Long was tabbed to play in the Arizona Fall League after the season. Even though he didn't post superlative 

numbers, he was using the time to tinker with his swing and make modifications. 

 



"It was huge. It helped me to figure out myself more too," Long said. "There were a couple of adjustments, hitting-

wise, that I made that came from me watching video alone and trying things out. 

 

"Sometimes, you have to be uncomfortable. But you never know what's going to work unless you try it." 

Drafted as a catcher on the 12th round in 2013, Long later converted to second base. A left-handed hitter with 

power, he can also hit to all fields. Defensively over the past two seasons, he's been ranked high by the managers in 

the Southern League and the Florida State League. 

 

All of this for a player who stands at 5-foot-8 and has drawn comparisons to diminutive comedian Kevin Hart 

because of his size. That's no worry for Long, who lets his play stand tall for him. 

 

"For sure. There's definitely a chip on my shoulder about that, always being the smaller guy," Long said. "I'm 

usually the smallest guy on the team anywhere I'm playing at. That doesn't hold me back. It really just makes me go 

harder." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Whitley leads list of Top 10 RHP prospects  

By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB  

Jan. 14th, 2019 

 

When it comes to right-handed pitching prospects -- well, pitching prospects who throw with either hand -- there's 

Forrest Whitley and then there's everyone else. 

 

The Astros' 2016 first-round pick has rated as the best pitching prospect in the Minors since the start of last season 

and, naturally, headlines MLB Pipeline's rankings of the best righty prospects at the start of 2019. He's one of six 

repeaters from our list of top 10 right-handers a year ago. Of the others, Shohei Ohtani and Walker Buehler 

graduated to the big leagues, while Alex Reyes (Cardinals) and Triston McKenzie (Indians) just missed the Top 10. 

 

Though prep right-handers are considered the riskiest demographic in the Draft, it's interesting to note that six 

members of our Top 10 were selected out of high school: Whitley, Michael Kopech (White Sox), Mitch Keller 

(Pirates), Dylan Cease (White Sox), Mike Soroka (Braves) and Hunter Greene (Reds). A seventh, Sixto Sanchez 

(Phillies), signed at age 16 out of the Dominican Republic. 

 

This is the first in the series of MLB Pipeline's Top 10 Prospects lists by position and will be followed by left-

handers on Wednesday and catchers on Thursday. We'll unveil our overall Top 100 Prospects list on Jan. 26 with an 

MLB Network special (simulcast on MLB.com) at 8 p.m. ET. 

 

The Top 10 

1. Forrest Whitley, Astros 

2. Casey Mize, Tigers 

3. Michael Kopech, White Sox 

4. Mitch Keller, Pirates 

5. Dylan Cease, White Sox 

6. Mike Soroka, Braves 

7. Sixto Sanchez, Phillies 

8. Brent Honeywell, Rays 

9. Kyle Wright, Braves 

10. Hunter Greene, Reds 

 

Best Fastball: Kopech, Greene (80) 

Kopech often climbs above 100 mph with late running action on his fastball, while Greene reached triple digits more 

easily than any high school pitcher ever and hit 103 during the SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game last July. Both 

ended the 2018 season on the shelf with elbow injuries, however, with Kopech requiring Tommy John surgery and 

Greene getting shut down with a sprain before returning to the mound in mid-December. 



 

Jim Callis is a reporter for MLB.com. Follow @jimcallisMLB on Twitter. Listen to him on the weekly Pipeline 

Podcast. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
01/14/19  

San Francisco Giants signed free agent LHP Derek Holland. 

Minnesota Twins signed free agent RHP Blake Parker. 

New York Yankees signed free agent 2B DJ LeMahieu. 

Minnesota Twins designated RHP John Curtiss for assignment. 

New York Yankees designated CF Tim Locastro for assignment. 

Milwaukee Brewers signed free agent C Yasmani Grandal. 


