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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1909-The National League no longer allows umpires to fine players and begin to require relief pitchers to retire at least one 

batter before being relieved 
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Castillo primed to build on dazzling debut 

Confident Reds righty boasts four impressive pitches 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 16th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- There are several young Reds pitchers coming off their rookie seasons who are vying for jobs in the rotation 

and bullpen. Right-hander Luis Castillo, 25, doesn't have that pressure or worry despite a resume of just 15 big league starts. 

 

It's what Castillo did during those starts that has him already locked into Cincinnati's rotation and an ace in the making. 

 

"There's a lot to like about this kid," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "That's why I'm confident in saying, barring any complete and 

total failures either physically or performance-based, I don't see a situation where he wouldn't make our rotation." 

 

Acquired in the previous offseason from the Marlins in exchange for pitcher Dan Straily, Castillo made the jump from Double-A 

Pensacola to the big leagues for the Reds on June 23. In his 15 starts, he was 3-7 with a 3.12 ERA and a 1.075 WHIP. 

 

Over his 89 1/3 innings, Castillo walked 32 while striking out 98. 

 

"I feel really happy for this year. This was my goal, I wanted start with the team," Castillo said via translator Julio Morillo. 

"Confidence is the key. I feel confident that I can do my job. I compete knowing I'm going to get outs." 

 

Castillo came to the big leagues with three proficient pitches -- a four-seam fastball that averaged 97.5 mph, according to Statcast™, 

and could easily reach 100 mph. He had a changeup that held hitters to a .138 average. It produced 78 whiffs out of 335 times 

thrown. Castillo also developed a slider last spring and perfected it at Pensacola with pitching coach Danny Darwin. 

 

"It's a special collection of talents that allow him to compete against the best in the league and did a lot more than simply hold his 

own," Price said. "I thought he was better than the league for a good portion of the time he was on the mound for us." 

 

A month into his big league career, Castillo added a fourth pitch with a two-seam fastball/sinker. It came at the suggestion of 

pitching coach Mack Jenkins, but its debut came in improvisational fashion July 25 vs. the Yankees in New York. 

 

"I remember I started throwing it on the side before the game at Yankee Stadium," Castillo said. 

 

In the second inning with the bases loaded and no outs, Todd Frazier came to the plate. Castillo used a two-seamer against him. 

 

"I said 'OK, this has to be the pitch that I have to throw right now to get a ground ball. So I threw it," Castillo said. And everything 

works out." 

 

Frazier grounded to short and the Reds turned a triple play. 

 

"After that, I knew that pitch was good enough for the rest of the season," Castillo said. 

 

In the following start vs. the Marlins, Castillo was throwing 98-mph two-seam fastballs in the eighth inning and struck out Miguel 

Rojas with one. The pitch, which averaged 97 mph his final nine games of the season, had the opposition batting .230. 

 



Reds reliever Jared Hughes, who specializes in throwing the sinker, has been throwing the pitch since he was a kid playing catch 

with his father. Castillo added the pitch on the fly and had immediate success. 

 

That doesn't usually just happen. 

 

"I think that speaks to how confident he is," Hughes said. "It speaks to his feel for pitching. Not everybody can do that. If I try a 

different pitch, it will take me two months and I still can't get it. Castillo is gifted. He's got a great feel for pitching. His ability to 

turn on the two-seamer like that is just a sign of things to come." 

 

 

Herrera: Lingering shoulder issues are over 

Reds infielder out to show versatility, earn reserve role; Price praises Pennington 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 16th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- For most of his brief tenure in the Reds' organization, second baseman Dilson Herrera has been plagued by a 

sore right shoulder. Herrera felt that those issues were finally behind him. 

 

"Everything is good," Herrera said Friday. "I am feeling really better, much better than last year. I'm ready to work." 

 

Herrera, who was acquired from the Mets on Aug. 1, 2016, for Jay Bruce, hurt his shoulder shortly after the deal and it prevented 

him from being a September callup from Triple-A Louisville. The injury still affected him at Reds camp last spring to where he 

could hit but not play the field. 

 

The 2017 season at Louisville saw Herrera limited to 68 games because of a shoulder impingement. Exactly one year after the day 

of his trade from the Mets, he had season-ending surgery to debride his shoulder. 

 

Herrera, who will turn 24 on March 3, is still young, but is already out of Minor League options. That could put the Reds in a tough 

position later in camp. If he doesn't earn a spot on the 25-man roster, he would have to clear waivers first before he can be sent back 

to Louisville and could get claimed. Herrera is hoping to earn a spot on the bench. 

 

"I will stick to working hard and doing my best every day. I will wait for my opportunity," Herrera said. 

 

With the exception of three games at third base last season, Herrera has exclusively played second base the past three years. He's 

locked there by Scooter Gennett, and hoping he can show off some versatility this spring to earn a spot. 

 

"I'm taking ground balls at shortstop and third base, too, because I think I can play there," Herrera said. "We have to be ready for 

more than one position. We have to be ready for everything. If I have to move, I am going to be ready." 

 

However, manager Bryan Price noted the club will proceed cautiously about moving Herrera. 

 

"First thing we're going to do is start him at second base so he's making his natural throws, the issues that we've had so far have 

been shoulder/throwing related," Price said. "We want to make sure he's healthy. If the arm's healthy in competition and in practice 

and in games, we can take a look at some other options to create opportunities to help the club." 

 

Price excited to have Pennington 

 

Price was hoping the Reds would sign a backup shortstop during the offseason to play behind Jose Peraza, and was pleased when 

the news came Thursday that free-agent infielder Cliff Pennington was added via a Minor League deal. 

 

"To be able to land a player like Cliff who's played the position so well defensively is a nice sign for us," Price said. 

 

The Reds did not want to have to consider rushing a shortstop prospect like Blake Trahan or Alfredo Rodriguez to the Majors if 

something happened to Peraza. 

 

"Because they're best suited to play defensively but may not be ready offensively to do it," Price said. "[That] may fracture their 

development by getting them here too soon. So having an experienced player to come compete for that role is exciting. The depth is 

important." 

 

Price was also not in favor of using third baseman Eugenio Suarez, a former shortstop, to back up. 

 



"I think he is becoming an elite third baseman in the league, I really do," Price said of Suarez. "That's not to say that he couldn't do 

it at shortstop. You could put him up against anybody at third base defensively right now. I think he competes against anybody in 

baseball right now, defensively. Moving those players, sometimes you do it out of necessity. But we would do that reluctantly and 

hopefully, not regretfully." 

 

Worth noting 

 

Non-roster right-hander Rafael DePaula has arrived in camp after he was delayed by visa issues leaving the Dominican Republic. 

 

Right-hander Jake Ehret, who split last season with Class A Advanced Daytona and Double-A Pensacola and pitched in the Arizona 

Fall League, received a 50-game suspension without pay following a second positive test for a drug of abuse in violation of the 

Minor League drug prevention and treatment program. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Michael Lorenzen is taking his rotation shot seriously 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 1:40 p.m. ET Feb. 16, 2018 | Updated 3:11 p.m. ET Feb. 16, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – When it comes to making the starting rotation, the odds could be stacked against Michael Lorenzen. Not that 

he’s concerned. 

 

When Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price broke down his rotation competition earlier in the week, Lorenzen was at best running 

seventh out of eight candidates. He was jockeying for position with rookie Tyler Mahle, and a few steps behind Sal Romano and 

Robert Stephenson. 

 

Lorenzen is the only one of that group who did not pitch as a starter last season, having wound up in the big league bullpen after 

returning from an elbow injury in 2016. But this spring the Reds are letting the 26-year-old right-hander prepare as a starter. 

 

Is it just a move to placate a young pitcher who has been very vocal about his desire to start, or will Lorenzen get a fair shot? When 

asked Friday, Price said that while Lorenzen may face an uphill climb, he’ll break camp as a starter if he proves he’s one of the 

team’s five best options. 

 

“Michael is going to pitch for us and make a difference on our club,” Price said. “If it’s as a starter, terrific. Because if it’s as a 

starter, it’s because he’s better than the other guys competing for that spot.” 

 

Lorenzen isn’t quite sure how he got pigeon-holed into a reliever role in the first place. He had bright stretches in the rotation during 

his rookie year of 2015 and entered camp the next year as a favorite for a rotation spot. That spring was cut short because of his 

elbow injury. He returned midseason as a reliever because the team had a dire need for bullpen help, and because it offered a faster 

way back to action. 

 

Last year he was again kept in the bullpen, not because of health concerns or a particularly stocked rotation, but because of the 

team’s preference. He was concerned the book on his starting career was being shut before he’d really had a chance to write it. 

 

“I feel like I didn’t really fail at starting,” Lorenzen said. 

 

But Lorenzen did deal with failure as a reliever last year. He had a 2.93 ERA in the first half, but an ugly 6.32 mark after the All-

Star Break. This offseason he focused on refining his delivery, working with experts and conducting “countless hours of studying” 

the mechanics of pitching. He declined to specifically name anyone whose counsel he sought. 

 

The result, to simplify things, has been a shorter arm action. He hopes it leads to better fastball control, which should make his 

various secondary offerings all the more effective. He compared the process to being an ace racecar driver who is just now learning 

how to fix the car when it breaks down. 

 

“It was taking this offseason to become my own mechanic and understand every aspect of the delivery, every aspect of my body and 

what it should be doing throughout the delivery,” Lorenzen said. “You’re able to do that and drive the car as well, then that allows 

you to repeat and be consistent.” 

 

Lorenzen knows the Reds won’t be rolling out a red carpet back to the rotation for him this spring. The top three spots are claimed 

by Homer Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani and Luis Castillo. The fourth spot likely will go to Brandon Finnegan, who like Lorenzen 



went down with injury as a starter. Unlike Lorenzen a year ago, a return to health will probably mean a return to the rotation despite 

heavier competition in camp. (Also unlike Lorenzen, Finnegan has pitched a successful full season as a starter in the majors before.) 

 

The leading candidates for the fifth and final spot are Sal Romano and Robert Stephenson, both of whom seemed to unlock their 

potential as last season came to a close. It could be a tight competition, and Lorenzen welcomes the pressure. 

 

“I’m not going to say, ‘Oh man, I don’t want to put that much pressure on myself. It’s just another camp and I’m just going to do 

what I can do and see what happens,’” Lorenzen said. “No, I’ve got to be perfect, and that’s what I’m going for. I’m going for 

perfection.” 

 

Then he grinned. 

 

“Let’s see what you got, Sal and Rob.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds notes: Cliff Pennington's minor league deal is major move for Reds 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 12:38 p.m. ET Feb. 16, 2018 | Updated 3:12 p.m. ET Feb. 16, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Cliff Pennington signed a minor league deal with the Cincinnati Reds, but the way Bryan Price talked Friday, 

it looks like Pennington is a major part of the team’s plans. 

 

The Reds did not have a true shortstop to backup Jose Peraza until Pennington signed. They had some options, but none as good as 

Pennington. 

 

“But if you have a real serious issue at short, if something would happen to Jose, you’d want to have a depth guy who’s played the 

position regularly at this level at a high rate defensively,” Price said. “With Cliff, we feel like we’ve added that player. 

 

“I think it was a really good sign. We’ve talked about adding a shortstop throughout the offseason. To be able to land a player like 

Cliff, who’s played the position so well defensively, is a nice sign for us." 

 

Pennington, 33, hit .253 with three home runs and 21 RBI in 87 games with the Los Angeles Angels last year. He’s played 604 

games in the majors at short, 233 at second base, 56 at third, eight in left field and one at first base. 

 

He’s a 10-year veteran and a switch-hitter. That makes him an ideal bench player.  

 

But the important part of the equation is the shortstop position. The Reds brought in Phil Gosselin and Darnell Sweeney on minor 

league deals. Top prospect Nick Senzel will get reps at short as well.  

 

But none is a true shortstop. Gosselin, who played 11 games there in majors, is the most experienced of the group.  

 

The Reds don’t want to use shortstop-turned-third-baseman Eugenio Suarez at short if they can avoid it because of how well he’s 

developed at third.  

 

“But we would do that reluctantly and hopefully, not regretfully,” Price said. “At this point in time, I would rather try to find 

somebody else to play shortstop than move Geno to short if something happened to Jose.” 

 

The other option would be to use one of the young prospects. 

 

“You don’t want to rush (Blake) Trahan or (Alfredo) Rodriguez or somebody to come up and play the position because they’re best 

suited to play defensively but may not be ready offensively to do it,” Price said. “(That) may fracture their development by getting 

them here too soon.”  

 

WHAT ABOUT DILSON? Price did not mention Dilson Herrera as a shortstop option. Herrera, 24, came to the Reds from the Mets 

in the Jay Bruce trade. 

 

He’s dealt with shoulder issues since the trade. 

 

“First thing we're going to do is start him at second base so he's making his natural throws, the issues that we've had so far have 

been shoulder/throwing related,” Price said. “We want to make sure he's healthy. If the arm's healthy in competition and in practice 

and in games, we can take a look at some other options to create opportunities to help the club. That could be third base, it could be 

left field.” 



 

Herrera is out of options, so the Reds will have to make a call on him by the end of camp. It would be tough to keep him on the 

roster if all he can play is second.  

 

While Gosselin isn’t a true shortstop, he does offer versatility. Gosselin, 29, has hit .270 in 503 at-bats over five seasons.   

 

“That’s why Phil Gosselin is so attractive,” Price said. “He’s a multiple-position guy. He can play second, third and short and play 

some left field. We’re trying to find guys who not just play a bunch of positions but play a premium position at a high level. That’s 

what attractive about Cliff.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Even after adding Cliff Pennington, the Reds are short on shortstops 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 19 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Before Thursday, the Reds' third baseman had started twice as many games at shortstop in the big leagues 

than the team's starter and primary backup. 

 

Eugenio Suarez has started 167 big-league games at shortstop, including 95 for the Reds in 2015 after an injury to Zack Cozart. 

 

With Cozart gone to the Angels, the Reds have given the job to Jose Peraza, who was given the second base job last spring only to 

lose it to Scooter Gennett after the All-Star break. 

 

It's important to remember that Peraza is still 23, so to say he's a finished product is naive, but he's also not proven that he can play 

shortstop at the big-league level on an everyday basis. Each of the last two seasons, he's filled in at the position when Cozart was 

hurt, tallying 77 starts there over the last two seasons, along with time at second, center field and left field. 

 

The Reds, before signing Cliff Pennington on Thursday, didn't have an easy fall-back option, either for the big leagues or Triple-A. 

 

After losing last year's Triple-A shortstop, Zach Vincej, on waivers after the season, the Reds were left without a stopgap. Philip 

Gosselin was signed, but he has just five starts at short in his career, all in 2014 with Atlanta. 

 

That left the Reds with their fingers crossed that Peraza could not only handle the position full time but also be healthy all year. 

That's quite the gamble. 

 

Adding Pennington on a minor-league deal is the insurance they needed. 

 

“But if you have a real serious issue at short, if something would happen to Jose, you’d want to have a depth guy who’s played the 

position regularly at this level at a high rate defensively,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. 

 

At this point, it's still unclear who will man the spot at Triple-A. Top prospect Nick Senzel will be playing there this spring. Alex 

Blandino, a second baseman, came up as a shortstop and Darnell Sweeney played five different defensive positions for Louisville 

last season. None of those are true, no-doubt shortstops. That's where Pennington came in. 

 

The 33-year-old has 543 career starts at shortstop and was the A's everyday shortstop in 2010 and 2011. He hasn't played the spot 

regularly since 2012, but his lack of playing time has been as much a product of his bat as his glove in that time. He's made the 

rounds from Oakland to Arizona to Toronto and finally Anaheim before joining the Reds as a free agent on Thursday. 

 

But at Triple-A, there's still a question. 

 

If Senzel is good enough this spring, he could be the guy there everyday. If not, you could see several players getting a chance their, 

including Blandino and Sweeney. 

 

Blake Trahan was the primary shortstop at Double-A Pensacola last season, but he hit just .222/.311/.275. 

 

Alfredo Rodriguez, a Cuban who received a $6-million signing bonus (that cost the Reds more in overage penalties), is big-league 

ready with the glove, but his bat is a long way away. Last year the former Gold Glove winner in Cuba hit just .253/.294/.294 at 

high-Class A Daytona. 

 

“You don’t want to rush Trahan or Rodriguez or somebody to come up and play the position because they’re best suited to play 

defensively but may not be ready offensively to do it,” Price said. “(That) may fracture their development by getting them here too 



soon. So having an experienced player to come and take that role — or compete that role, I should say — is exciting. The depth is 

important.” 

 

Neither of Baseball America's top two ranked shortstops in the system have played for a full-season squad yet. Jeter Downs, a 2017 

first-round supplemental pick, started at Rookie-level Billings last season and 19-year-old Cuban Jose Israel Garcia spent time in the 

Reds' instructional league in the Dominican Republic last year. 

 

That means Peraza will get every opportunity in the world to prove he can be the team's shortstop of the (at least near-) future, but at 

this point, the Reds don't have much of a choice. Pennington, at the very least, gives them a stop-gap with little risk. 

 

Gold Glove: Tucker Barnhart's gloves now have gold, even if they aren't entirely gold. 

 

Barnhart won his first Gold Glove award last season and it came at a fortunate time for him — just as his contract with Mizuno 

came up. 

 

As a free agent for equipment, Barnhart's newly minted status as a Gold Glover gave him access to a specific, but meaningful piece 

of equipment. Rawlings is the official sponsor of the Gold Glove and allows only players who have won the award to have a gold 

patch on their glove, a status symbol that even the highest-paid players in the big leagues can't buy. 

 

That made going with Rawlings for his gloves an easy choice. 

 

“I've worked my butt off to get the gold patch, so by God, I'm going to get a gold patch,” Barnhart said. 

 

Transactions 
 

02/16/18  

San Diego Padres claimed RHP Rowan Wick off waivers from St. Louis Cardinals. 

Seattle Mariners signed free agent OF Junior Lake to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Minnesota Twins signed free agent LF Chris Heisey to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Texas Rangers signed free agent RHP Edinson Volquez to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Chicago Cubs signed free agent RHP Shae Simmons. 

Chicago Cubs placed LHP Drew Smyly on the 60-day disabled list. Recovery from Tommy John surgery. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster RHP Scott Blewett to spring training. 

Milwaukee Brewers signed free agent LHP Wade Miley to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

  

 


