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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1988-Tom Browning becomes the first and only pitcher in Reds history to throw a perfect game when he retires all 27 Dodgers he 

faces, winning, 1-0 

MLB.COM 
 

Reed fans 10, but Reds silenced by Cubs 

Lefty sets career-best K mark, still in search of first win as starter 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 15th, 2018 

 

CHICAGO -- Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart has seen pitcher Cody Reed struggle with his stuff, his confidence and at times, his 

overall performance. Therefore, when Reed delivered five scoreless innings with a career-high 10 strikeouts during a 1-0 Cincinnati 

loss to the Cubs at Wrigley Field on Saturday, Barnhart knew that it was meaningful. 

 

"Obviously we lost and that's the worst part about the day, clearly, but he's come a long way," Barnhart said of Reed. "Today was 

hopefully that springboard outing that, maybe not 10 punchouts in five innings, but that similar type of outing as far as trusting his 

stuff in the strike zone early in the count and expanding later. Hopefully, that kind of transitions into something that we see a lot 

more often. The ability, obviously, is there. It showed today. That's never been a question." 

 

After Reed was lifted for a pinch-hitter in the top of the sixth, Barnhart told Reed that this game was the best he had ever seen from 

him. Reed knew it, too. 

 

"It was fun out there. When I came out, I didn't even shake Tucker's hand. I just gave him the biggest hug," Reed said. 

 

Reed was not on the mound when Cincinnati fell behind on Willson Contreras' two-out RBI single in the sixth inning. His search for 

his first big league win as a starter has proved elusive, though Saturday was the type of outing that would often merit one. He had 

the misfortune of working opposite of Jon Lester's great performance for the Cubs, as Chicago's lefty allowed two hits with two 

walks and nine strikeouts over his seven innings. 

 

Although he has one Major League victory to his credit as a reliever in 2017, Reed is winless in 16 career starts. He gave up two hits 

-- including one infield single -- vs. Chicago with two walks. His first five batters were retired in order; it appeared a good day was 

at hand when he struck out Javier Baez with a hard-breaking 89 mph slider with a full count to end the first. 

 

"Tucker trusted me to throw a 3-2 slider in the first inning and I executed it and got the strikeout," Reed said. "He trusted me and I 

trusted him. I didn't shake one time. It just kind of got the ball rolling." 

 

It's been a while since Reed has had this type of success in a start. He pitched six scoreless innings once, but it was two years ago on 

Aug. 8, 2016, at St. Louis. In parts of three big league seasons, the 25-year-old has been up and down to Triple-A Louisville and has 

missed chances to win openings in the rotation. Reed returned to the big leagues on Aug. 13, appearing more confident as he took 

over a bullpen role, but he's got a 5.40 ERA in five 2018 starts. However, Barnhart sees more maturity in Reed this time around. 

 

"One walk or one hit in the past maybe translated to falling behind the next guy and having to throw a cookie in there that gets hit or 

guys being able to pigeonhole him into the spot or the pitch they are looking for," Barnhart said. "When he's able to see himself 

have confidence and he's able to pitch in the strike zone early like he was today, it puts guys on the defensive. We talk about Cole 

Hamels and how he puts guys on the defensive because of those swinging strikes and it keeps you off-balance and things like that. I 

felt like Cody was able to do that today. 

 

"He got early contact and obviously, when you punch out 10 guys in five innings, you're doing something right, putting guys away. 

He was able to get ahead of guys. I think that speaks to the maturity … being able to say, 'Here it is. If you hit it, you hit it. But I'm 

going to take my chances that you're not going to hit it very hard.'" 

 



Reed and Friday starter Matt Harvey combined for 11 scoreless innings in their outings. Both came up empty for wins and both saw 

the game be decided in the very next inning after their removal. Reed had 91 pitches and could have stayed in. 

 

"It's kind of the same thing as last night," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "He's getting close to the end and if I send him 

out there and somebody gets on base, he's coming out. I'd rather have the reliever start the inning clean, if possible. That's the 

decision I made." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Contreras fights off Romano, shadows: Sal Romano replaced Reed for the bottom of the sixth and Baez led off with an infield single 

to second base. With two outs, Contreras chopped an RBI single into right field to break the scoreless tie. The Reds had second 

baseman Dilson Herrera positioned behind the bag, leaving the right side wide open for Contreras. Riggleman noted that hitters on 

both clubs struggled with the late-afternoon shadows over the plate. 

 

"I think he was fighting the ball off because he couldn't see the ball," Riggleman said of Contreras. "Unfortunately, it ended up 

being a dribbler through the right side for the only run of the game. It just looked, like everybody else, he had trouble seeing the 

ball. That was kind of an emergency swing a little bit." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"You hate to lose. There is no silver lining, but I'd rather get beat by one run than eight or nine. You get beat by a bunch, I don't like 

that. I don't like feeling like we aren't competitive. We've been competitive all year against them." -- Riggleman, on the Reds, who 

have dropped eight straight games vs. the Cubs -- with five of them being one-run losses 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

Billy Hamilton walked against Lester in the sixth and stole second base, and immediately danced off of third base to try to fluster 

Lester, who has had trouble holding runners in the past. As Jose Peraza batted with one out, Hamilton took third base and was called 

safe. However, the Cubs challenged the call and replay officials overturned it, and Hamilton was caught stealing third base for the 

second out. 

 

"We like Billy out there running. Contreras made a good throw," Riggleman said. 

 

UP NEXT 

For the 2:20 p.m. ET season-series finale vs. the Cubs on Sunday, the Reds will start Luis Castillo with the hope he can put together 

back-to-back strong starts. Castillo pitched brilliantly for 6 1/3 innings for a 3-1 win over the Dodgers on Tuesday, with one earned 

run, four hits, one walk and nine strikeouts. But he has trended all season toward alternating strong starts with rougher ones. Lefty 

Jose Quintana is scheduled to start for Chicago at Wrigley Field. 

 

 

Lorenzen to get chance to start for Reds 

Right-hander has pitched exclusively in relief for past three seasons 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 15th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds pitcher Michael Lorenzen's longtime itch to start again is about to finally be scratched. A reliever the past 

three seasons, Lorenzen will get the chance to start on Tuesday vs. the Brewers. 

 

Interim manager Jim Riggleman told Lorenzen the news on Friday and announced the decision on Saturday. 

 

"It's really exciting," Lorenzen said. "I'm extremely thankful for the opportunity. I'm going to try and make the most of it and 

continue what I've been doing." 

 

In 42 relief appearances this season, Lorenzen is 3-1 with a 3.21 ERA and 1.37 WHIP over 67 1/3 innings. 

 

Lorenzen has been durable this season, with 20 games where he worked more than one inning, 15 of at least two innings and six 

times going three innings or more. That included his pitching 4 1/3 innings on Aug. 14 vs. Cleveland. 

 

"Mike has probably come in my office 15 times [and said], 'I want to start. I want to start. I want to start,'" Riggleman said. "We feel 

like, 'Let's look at Mike for a start or two and see where it goes.' The problem with that is he does a good job for us where he's at. 

We would lose him there. But we are looking at '19 and who is going to be our starters. We have an idea who some of them will be, 

but we will look at Mike here a little bit. It'll be a very small sample, but we'll get a little feel for it." 

 

During Friday's 3-2 loss to the Cubs, Lorenzen pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings but worked into and out of a bases-loaded jam before 

picking up the third out in the seventh inning and pitching a clean eighth. 



 

"We got Mike in the game last night knowing we won't use him the next couple of days and he'll pitch Tuesday," Riggleman said. 

 

Lorenzen last started for Cincinnati as a rookie in 2015 and often struggled. He went 4-9 with a 5.45 ERA in 21 starts. He had hoped 

to start the past couple of seasons and was to compete for a rotation spot in Spring Training this year. A right shoulder strain during 

camp had him on the disabled list until May 22. The 26-year-old never gave up on the idea he could start, despite being used 

exclusively as a reliever since 2016. 

 

"If I feel like I have more in there to offer ... it's hard to go to bed and sleep at night when I feel like I can do more," Lorenzen said. 

"I just didn't want to have that regret. I didn't feel like I failed. My second year of full-time starting was my second time in the big 

leagues, so I had a lot to learn and I feel like I've learned my lessons. I was ready to go and get another shot at it." 

 

Riggleman planned on letting Lorenzen possibly pitch four, perhaps five innings, if all goes well. Lorenzen planned on preparing for 

the outing like he's prepared for relief appearances. 

 

"I learned a lot this year, especially this year with sometimes having to come during the second inning and warming up in the first 

inning, those games seemed to work out just fine for me," Lorenzen said. "There's no need to change the routine in the sense of 

warming up longer, spending more time in the bullpen and stuff like that. I'm just going to take the same approach." 

 

Lorenzen a Silver Slugger contender 

Lorenzen getting a chance to start also has a side benefit in that it will give him the potential of getting multiple at-bats. At the plate 

this season, he is batting .308 (8-for-26) with four home runs and nine RBIs. He could become the first reliever to ever win a 

National League Silver Slugger Award. 

 

"It would be awesome," Lorenzen said. "When I first got to the big leagues, I thought about how cool it would be to win a Silver 

Slugger as a pitcher. It would definitely be an honor." 

 

Three of Lorenzen's homers this season have come against the Brewers. 

 

Mahle has sore shoulder 

Rookie Tyler Mahle was not considered for Tuesday's start because he is dealing with right shoulder fatigue and soreness. The door 

is not closed on Mahle pitching again in 2018. 

 

"He's in there working with the trainers and all that," Riggleman said. "He may pitch again. He may pitch again this year. He may 

not but he's feeling pretty good." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cody Reed sets career high in strikeouts, Cincinnati Reds lose again to Chicago Cubs 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 9:29 p.m. ET Sept. 15, 2018 | Updated 8:31 a.m. ET Sept. 16, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – After striking out a career-high 10 hitters against the Chicago Cubs on Saturday, Cody Reed walked up to catcher 

Tucker Barnhart in the dugout and gave him a big hug. 

 

Reed had the best start of his career and he felt he owed his catcher more than just the usual handshake. 

 

In a pitchers’ duel against Cubs lefty Jon Lester, Reed matched the zeroes on the scoreboard. Reed allowed two hits and two walks, 

watching only one ball leave the infield. 

 

Still, it wasn’t enough for the Reds to end their three-game losing streak. Willson Contreras hit a two-out, go-ahead RBI single in 

the bottom of the sixth inning, handing the Reds a 1-0 loss at Wrigley Field. 

 

The Reds have lost eight consecutive games to the Cubs. Five of those losses are by one run. 

 

“He’s come a long way,” Barnhart said of Reed. “I mean, come a long way, matured a lot. Today was hopefully that springboard 

outing that, maybe not 10 punchouts in five innings, but that similar type of outing as far as trusting his stuff in the strike zone early 

in the count and expanding later. Hopefully, that kind of transitions into something that we see a lot more often. 

 

“I told him after he came out, ‘That was the best I’ve ever seen him.’ He gave me a big hug. It’s cool to see, man.” 

 



Reed, who received a no-decision, worked ahead in counts to keep hitters off balance with his strong slider and changeup. He struck 

out Kris Bryant three times and didn’t have a runner touch third base against him. 

 

Lifted for a pinch hitter in the top of the sixth inning, Reed struck out four of the final five batters he faced in front of the crowd of 

41,196. 

 

“Tucker trusted me to throw a 3-2 slider in the first inning and I executed it and got the strikeout,” Reed said. “He trusted me, and I 

trusted him. I didn’t shake one time. It just kind of got the ball rolling.” 

 

Reed was added to the starting rotation at the end of August. He showed some potential at Triple-A Louisville and the Reds, as a 

last-place team, have time to evaluate options for next year. 

 

This was a different version of Reed, who entered Saturday with an 0-9 record and 8.01 ERA in 15 career starts. In his previous 

three starts, he allowed 10 runs in 13 2/3 innings, adding seven walks. 

 

“After the last game versus the Dodgers, Tucker sat me down and he said, ‘I think you’re moving in the right direction,’” Reed said. 

“I said ‘I think we’ve had enough of those talks, right direction, time to just actually do it.’ I think today we showed a lot better 

composure and poise out there.” 

 

Reed’s teammates have never questioned his talent. His slider is a weapon. His fastball can touch around 96 mph. Now, they’re 

happy to see him having success.  

 

“When he’s able to see himself have confidence and he’s able to pitch in the strike zone early like he was today, it puts guys on the 

defensive,” Barnhart said. “We talk about Cole Hamels and how he puts guys on the defensive because of those swinging strikes 

and it keeps you off balance and things like that. I felt like Cody was able to do that today.” 

 

As well as Reed pitched, Lester was just as effective against the Reds’ lineup. Playing in the middle of the afternoon, shadows were 

a factor for both lineups. 

 

In the bottom of the sixth inning, with Sal Romano on the mound, Contreras found a hole in the infield away from the Reds’ 

defensive shift. With two outs, a full count and Javier Báez at second base, Contreras hit an opposite-field chopper into right field. 

 

In an era where swings are measured by launch angles and exit velocity, it was a routine ground ball that scored the game’s only 

run. 

 

“I think (Contreras) was fighting the ball off because he couldn’t see the ball,” Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

“Unfortunately, it ended up being a dribbler through the right side for the only run of the game. It just looked like, everybody else, 

he had trouble seeing the ball. That was kind of an emergency swing a little bit.” 

 

The Reds didn’t produce many scoring opportunities against Lester. Billy Hamilton drew a one-out walk and stole second in the 

sixth inning. Hamilton tried to steal third on the next pitch but was tossed out by catcher Willson Contreras, which required a swift 

replay review to overturn a safe call. 

 

“Billy’s got to do that,” Riggleman said. “Billy stole second and we like Billy out there running. Contreras made a good throw.” 

 

In seven innings, Lester allowed two hits and two walks while striking out eight. His last pitch – his 108th of the afternoon – forced 

Reds left fielder Phillip Ervin into an inning-ending double play. Lester pointed toward third baseman David Bote, who started the 

double play, before walking to the dugout to an ovation from the home crowd. 

 

This weekend’s three-game series will conclude at 2:20 p.m. Sunday. 

 

 

Michael Lorenzen will make his first start of the season for the Cincinnati Reds Tuesday 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 4:22 p.m. ET Sept. 15, 2018 | Updated 4:28 p.m. ET Sept. 15, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – Throughout the season, Reds pitcher Michael Lorenzen walked into interim manager Jim Riggleman’s office several 

times and mentioned his goal to become a starter. 

 

Lorenzen had his wish granted. 

 



He will make his first start since 2015 when the Reds play the Brewers on Tuesday in Milwaukee. Lorenzen will fill Tyler Mahle’s 

spot in the rotation, who has dealt with some tenderness in his shoulder. 

 

“We feel like, ‘Let’s look at Mike for a start or two and see where it goes,’” Riggleman said. “The problem with that is he does a 

good job for us where he’s at. We would lose him there. But we are looking at ’19 and who is going to be our starters. We have an 

idea who some of them will be, but we will look at Mike here a little bit. It’ll be a very small sample, but we’ll get a little feel for 

it.” 

 

In a long reliever role this season, Lorenzen owns a 3.21 ERA in 42 relief appearances. Lorenzen doesn’t want to be on a pitch 

count because his arm feels good, but Riggleman said he’s hoping for about four innings. 

 

Lorenzen said he won’t change much of his pre-game routine Tuesday, treating it a little bit like he does when he needs to pitch out 

of the bullpen early in a game. He’s thrown at least four innings in three outings this year. 

 

“This year with sometimes having to come in during the second inning and warming up in the first inning, those games seemed to 

work out just fine for me,” Lorenzen said. “There’s no need to change the routine in the sense of warming up longer, spending more 

time in the bullpen and stuff like that.” 

 

Lorenzen, who pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings in Friday’s game against the Chicago Cubs, has always wanted to return to starting. 

He tried to make the rotation out of Spring Training before he was sidelined with an injury that cost him the first month of the 

season. 

 

Why is starting so important to him? 

 

“I want to make sure I’m getting the most out of who I am as a person and as a baseball player,” Lorenzen said. “If I feel like I have 

more in there to offer, that is something that it’s hard to go to bed and sleep at night when I feel like I can do more. I just didn’t want 

to have that regret. 

 

“I didn’t feel like I failed. My second year of full-time starting was in the big leagues, so I had a lot to learn and I feel like I’ve 

learned my lessons. I was ready to go and get another shot at it. Just going to bed at night was tough thinking that door had closed 

on me a little early.” 

 

Beyond Tuesday, Mahle’s availability for the rest of the season is up in the air. Riggleman said Mahle was working with the trainers 

and “he may pitch again this year.” Mahle made one start following his return to the Reds’ roster on Sept. 4. 

 

With the decision to start Lorenzen on Tuesday, where does that leave Homer Bailey, who was pulled out of the rotation last 

weekend? 

 

“Homer’s situation hasn’t changed,” Riggleman said.  

 

Lorenzen could continue as a starter following Tuesday’s game, which would give him a short showcase as a starter heading into the 

offseason.  

 

“We’ve kind of put him in there as a reliever and been happy about that,” Riggleman said. “But our starting pitching has been an 

issue throughout the year. If he becomes an option for that – we can’t really base that on what he does Tuesday or five days after 

Tuesday. It’s too small sample size and it’s September. But depending on the makeup of the rest of the club, it would be nice to 

know that he could start if needed.” 

 

Lorenzen noted it’s just one start and he doesn’t want to “look too much into it,” but he’s thrilled for the opportunity. If it was up to 

him, he would love the chance to start next year. 

 

“I think starting opens up a ton of doors in other aspects,” Lorenzen said. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/15/18  

Houston Astros transferred RHP Jandel Gustave from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right elbow surgery. 

Houston Astros selected the contract of CF Myles Straw from Fresno Grizzlies. 

Arizona Diamondbacks selected the contract of RHP Randall Delgado from Reno Aces. 

Arizona Diamondbacks placed RHP Clay Buchholz on the 60-day disabled list. Right elbow flexor strain. 

  



 


