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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs rolling like fog as Cardinals fade away in rear view mirror 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs aren't just winning these days, they're providing their own metaphors. 
 
When the fog machine in the Cubs' Party Room went into overdrive after Friday's 13-2 victory over the Cardinals, it 
set off the fire alarms in the new clubhouse. 
 
Hot enough for you? 
 
"I had nothing to do with it," manager Joe Maddon said, unconvincingly. "I promise. Not that I wouldn't own up to 
it." 
 
With 11 straight victories and a 14-game lead over the Cardinals in the National League Central, the Cubs are 
raising expectations so high that nothing less than a World Series triumph is going to suffice. No amount of fog can 
obscure this fact, even if the playoffs are a crapshoot, as the front office is quick to point out. 
 
So the only thing left to do until October is keep piling up victories to ensure home-field advantage in the 
postseason, at least until the World Series, where the AL team gets Game 7. 
 
Staying motivated until then could be difficult … or maybe not. 
 
"You stay motivated because you're in first place, regardless of how far you are from second place," catcher Miguel 
Montero said. "When you're winning, you're always going to stay motivated. It's a different story when you're in 
second place that far back. It's tough. I've been on both sides." 
 
After a midseason lull, the Cubs have bounced back with a vengeance, riding a wave of strong starting pitching 
from Kyle Hendricks and his supporting cast. 
 
"I think I'm competing with Hendricks right now," Cy Young winner Jake Arrieta said after earning his 14th victory 
with a 52/3-inning outing. 
 
Arrieta appears to be back on track with back-to-back victories, re-inserting himself into 2016 Cy Young 
contention. And Cubs starters now have combined for 10 straight quality starts, going 8-0 with a 1.27 earned-run 
average. 
 
There is no false humility with this bunch. But they also realize they won't be seen as successful if they don't get 
the job done in October. 
 
"We know what we're capable of," Arrieta said. "Regardless of how many games you win the division by — it's a 
good thing — but once you get to October you know the slate is clean. That's the focus." 
 
On Friday they made it look easy. The five home runs the Cubs hit came from four players — Matt Szczur, Jorge 
Soler, Willson Contreras and Javier Baez — who are all 27 or younger and not assured of a spot in the daily lineup. 
 
Contreras' exuberance is almost as impressive as his play. After nearly throwing out Adam Wainwright at second 
from left field on Friday, Contreras jumped up and down over and over like a second-grader with a sugar buzz. 



 

 
"How about how he ran to first base on his last at-bat?" Maddon said of an eighth inning groundout to second. 
"That's the part that really impresses me. He plays with his hair on fire constantly, and I absolutely love it. He's 
contagious. 
 
"I don't see him changing. He could be here for the next 10 years, and I think with good health, 10 years from now 
you'll still see him run to first base like that. … How about the throw he made? He almost got Wainwright. He has 
done a good job everywhere we've put him, but don't forget, this is his baptism. He's going to keep getting better." 
 
Maddon's biggest remaining challenge will be deciding how to use his starters in the postseason. 
 
None of the five deserves to lose his spot, but with off days built in, few teams go into the postseason using all five 
starters. 
 
Does Hendricks, the most consistent starter all year, deserve to go in Game 1? Would Arrieta get the nod because 
he's the team's ace? Or perhaps Jason Hammel, who's 5-0 with a 1.16 ERA in the second half? 
 
Cubs fans will have plenty of time to debate these issues while counting the days till October. 
 
In the meantime, just crank up the fog machine, check the batteries on the smoke detector and enjoy the final 
weeks of this summer of your wildest dreams. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs blast five homers en route to 13-2 thrashing of Cardinals 
By Chris Kuc 
 
With the surging Cubs reeling off victory after victory, there isn't much weighing on Joe Maddon's mind that would 
keep the manager up at night. 
 
The morning after he fell asleep while watching an episode of the "The Office," Maddon was asked if there are any 
worrisome aspects to a team that is running away and hiding from the rest of the National League Central. 
 
After a pause, Maddon came up with "situational hitting." 
 
"Moving the baseball when it needs to be put in play," Maddon said before Friday's game against the Cardinals at 
Wrigley Field. "That's still probably the one thing that I would like to see better." 
 
Maddon and the 40,848 gathered at Wrigley saw plenty of it Friday as the Cubs' bats came through in pretty much 
every situation during a 13-2 thrashing of the Cardinals. 
 
The victory extended their season-high winning streak to 11 games and their lead over St. Louis in the Central to a 
whopping 14 games. The Cubs have started August with 10 consecutive victories, marking the first time since 1885 
they have accomplished that feat. 
 
"It's starting to feel more like the beginning of the season — we had a pretty good start this year," Maddon said in 
an understatement. "When the guys walk out there there's a strong sense or belief that we're going to win the 
game somehow. 
 
"When you're going well, everybody feels that way. What's happening right now, you're seeing a lot of young guys 
all getting an opportunity … and they're all coming through." 
 
Matt Szczur went 3-for-4 with two home runs and three RBIs, Kris Bryant 3-for-5 with two RBIs and Jorge Soler, 
Javier Baez and Willson Contreras each added homers and two RBIs. 
 



 

The Cubs' five home runs equaled a season high and added up to plenty of offensive support for starter Jake 
Arrieta, who yielded one run in 52/3 innings en route to his 14th victory of the season. 
 
"An 11-game winning streak is important," Arrieta said. "It's good for our ballclub to be able to string wins together 
on a consistent basis like this. Eleven is really special but we want to be playing our best baseball going into 
October." 
 
The Cubs hit Cardinals starter Adam Wainwright with two runs in the first and then tacked on five more in the 
second, highlighted by Contreras' blast to left-center. They then piled it on with two in the sixth and four more in 
the seventh. 
 
"We know what we're capable of," Arrieta said. "Regardless of how many games you win the division by it's a good 
thing but once you get to October the slate is clean. That's the focus. … Up until this point we've done a really nice 
job." 
 
The victory was the Cubs' eighth straight at home and put them a season-high 32 games above .500 at 73-41. 
 
"The good thing about that is we don't look at yesterday," Szczur said. "… A lot of teams do that. You can be upset 
about your last at-bat (or) your last day, whatever, but for us we show up ready to win every day." 
 
Since August began, they have done just that. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Manager Joe Maddon's lineup changes pay off big for Cubs 
By Chris Kuc 
 
When it comes to the Cubs' lineup, Friday is the new Sunday. 
 
In an effort to give some regulars time off —something most often done at the end of a long weekend of baseball 
— manager Joe Maddon inserted Matt Szczur, Jorge Soler and Javier Baez into the lineup against the Cardinals on 
Friday to replace Dexter Fowler, Jason Heyward and Ben Zobrist. 
 
All the trio did was combine to go 7-for-13 with four home runs, seven RBIs and seven runs scored during the Cubs' 
13-2 shellacking of the Cardinals at Wrigley Field. 
 
"That's a pick-me-up for everybody," Maddon said of the role players' production. "Mentally, I've been wanting to 
treat Friday day games after Thursday night games as Sunday so that was part of the game plan." 
 
It was a game plan that worked to perfection, mostly thanks to Szczur, who went 3-for-4 with four runs scored, 
three RBIs and his first career multi-home run game with two blasts to left field. 
 
"It's great for the ballclub just because 25 guys are here and 25 guys are going to produce every day no matter 
what position you're in," Szczur said. "Joe mixes and matches and (Friday) … we were still able to put up 13 runs." 
 
Dead calm: If the Cardinals were upset they lost slugger Matt Holliday to a broken thumb after Mike Montgomery 
hit him with a pitch during Thursday night's game, it didn't result in any retaliation when the teams met again. 
 
On Friday, two Cubs were hit by pitches —Szczur in the second inning and Chris Coghlan in the seventh — but they 
didn't appear intentional. In the past, the Cardinals have rankled the Cubs with retaliatory tactics but the teams 
stuck to business Friday. 
 
"It comes down to the philosophy of the group," Maddon said of retaliating. "As long as I've been involved it 
always has been based on intent. If you thought it was an accident it's an accident.It does come to parenting and 
what you're taught and what you believe is the right way to do things and sometimes it has varied." 



 

 
Music man: The Cubs' Jason Hammel is an avid music fan and with each starting pitcher allowed to select the 
music that plays in the clubhouse before that day's game, there is plenty of Pearl Jam, Soundgarden and Dave 
Matthews Band played when the Seattle-area native is on the mound. 
 
"I would compare it to when you're a baby and you're in your mother's belly and you're listening to the heartbeat 
or whatever," Hammel said. "It's just comforting when you're used to the same sounds over and over again. The 
lyrics sometimes will mean something to you but just the same beats and rhythm is what draws me." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs power their way to 11th straight in 13-2 win over Cardinals 
By Jeff Arnold 
 
For each of the six times he boomeranged between the Cubs and the minor leagues last season, Matt Szczur 
considered each trip a double-edged sword. 
 
He desperately wanted to be part of a push for a National League pennant. But Szczur also understood each trip 
back down offered him playing time and the chance to improve. 
 
Although he isn’t an every-day player, Szczur has become adept at rising to the occasion. So when manager Joe 
Maddon inserted Szczur into the leadoff spot Friday for the first time this season, Szczur answered the call. 
 
“[I thought] give this guy the opportunity, and he’s going to do whatever he possibly can to take advantage of it,” 
Maddon said. “He pretty much stirred it up for the entire group today.” 
 
Szczur homered twice in a game for the first time in his career, and the Cubs slugged five homers in all to drub the 
Cardinals 13-2 at Wrigley Field and win their 11th consecutive game. 
 
The Cubs improved to 32 games above .500 and extended their Central Division lead over the second-place 
Cardinals to 14 games. 
 
All that with starters Dexter Fowler, Jason Heyward and Ben Zobrist on the bench. Szczur and his fellow fill-ins 
didn’t missed a beat. 
 
“Twenty-five guys are here, and 25 guys are going to produce every day no matter what position you’re in,” said 
Szczur, who went 3-for-4 with four runs scored and three RBI. “Joe mixes and matches, and today he pretty much 
gave all the starters a day off and we’re still able to put up 13 runs.” 
 
The positional mashup resulted in each of the Cubs’ outfielders homering. Rookie Willson Contreras, who started 
in left field, gave the Cubs a 5-0 lead in the second inning with a three-run blast that helped chase Cardinals starter 
Adam Wainwright after two innings. 
 
Wainwright suffered just the second loss of his career at Wrigley, and the two innings matched his shortest career 
outing. 
 
Jake Arrieta was the beneficiary of the power display. Not that he needed it. 
 
Arrieta (14-5) allowed four hits, struck out six and walked two in 5⅔ innings. The only run he allowed came on 
Stephen Piscotty’s solo homer in the fifth. Errors by third baseman Kris Bryant and second baseman Javy Baez kept 
Arrieta from working longer. 
 
Arrieta admitted it was tough to pitch on a humid day knowing a rain delay was possible, but the offense gave him 
plenty of breathing room. 
 



 

“I think the story today was our offense was really good,” Arrieta said. 
 
Szczur and Jorge Soler homered in the sixth before the Cubs tacked on four more runs in the seventh. After 
Contreras singled, Baez homered to extend the lead to 11-1. Pinch hitter Chris Coghlan was hit by a pitch before 
Szczur connected for his second homer of the day. 
 
Jedd Gyorko hit a solo home run off reliever Joe Smith in the eighth. 
 
The Cubs’ winning streak is their longest since 2001, when they won 12 consecutive games. 
 
Szczur, for one, is just glad to be along for the ride. 
 
“It’s great to be here every day,” Szczur said. “No matter what the circumstance is.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs notebook: Arrieta, fellow starters feeding off one another 
By Jeff Arnold 
 
There were times during the Cubs’ 13-2 victory Friday over the Cardinals when manager Joe Maddon said he saw 
Jake Arrieta in his 2015 Cy Young form. 
 
Although Maddon insisted it’s almost impossible to replicate what Arrieta did last season, he saw glimpses, 
especially with the zip Arrieta had on his fastball and the way he pounded the strike zone with it. 
 
When Arrieta was asked whether he had to battle the -Arrieta of last season, he pointed to another target. 
 
“I think I’m competing with [Kyle] Hendricks right now,” Arrieta deadpanned. 
 
Arrieta earned the rotation’s eighth win during the team’s 11-game winning streak. The staff entered the game 
with a 1.24 ERA during the run. 
 
Though the Cubs’ streak of quality starts ended at nine — Arrieta went 5⅔ innings — they entered tied for the 
major-league lead with 73 (with the Blue Jays and Nationals), which has created a friendly completion. 
 
“It’s a pass-the-baton-type deal,” starter Jason Hammel said before Friday’s game. “Right now, it’s not that we’re 
trying to one-up each other, we’re trying to keep that bar at a high level.” 
 
Arrieta tends to play up the competitive banter that exists between himself, Jon Lester, John Lackey, Hammel and 
Hendricks. But he said there’s a sense that each starter feeds off the performances of the others for the 
betterment of the club. 
 
“The competitiveness between the group is something that helps carry that over,” Arrieta said. “We all want to 
have success for a lot of reasons. For our team to fuel the competitiveness of the group is really important, and 
we’ve done a really good job of that.” 
 
Cahill sighting 
 
Pitcher Trevor Cahill isn’t scheduled to come off the disabled list this week, which made his presence in the Cubs’ 
clubhouse a surprise. 
 
Especially to Maddon. 
 
“He might have gotten lost, he may have been driving around Chicago and [decided] maybe to go see a major-
league baseball game today,” Maddon joked. 



 

 
Cahill has been on the disabled list because of patellar tendinitis in his right knee. Maddon said he wasn’t ready to 
discuss the role Cahill could play, but Cahill and Mike Montgomery are options to start the first game of the day-
night doubleheader Tuesday against the Brewers. 
 
Maddon said Hammel likely will start the night game. 
 
This and that 
 
Reliever Pedro Strop underwent surgery Friday morning to repair the torn meniscus that will keep him out for four 
to six weeks. 
 
A fire alarm sounded after the game near the Cubs’ clubhouse. The culprit? The fog machine in the team’s party 
room, where they celebrate victories. “It happens every night,” Arrieta said. “I’m surprised the alarm doesn’t go off 
more often.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs blast off against Cardinals 13-2 for eleventh straight win 
By Bruce Miles 
 
The weekend has barely begun and already it's ruined for the St. Louis Cardinals and their fans who made it up to 
Chicago. 
 
The Chicago Cubs scored a stunning walk-off victory Thursday night to open this key four-game series. 
 
On Friday, they trotted off -- to the tune of 5 home runs -- with a crushing 13-2 victory at Wrigley Field. 
 
Here's where things stand: The Cubs have won 11 straight games and are 73-41. They dropped the second-place 
Cardinals to 14 games behind in the National League Central. 
 
There's plenty of baseball left, but this division race looks to be about over, or at least the dynamic is completely 
changed because of a dynamic Cubs club. 
 
"Of course we're assured of at least splitting this series," said Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "I'm certain they came in 
here wanting to do better than that. So that's a positive right there. But being who they are, they'll throw that 
game in the wastebasket, come back out and play tomorrow. The momentum is always about your next day's 
starting pitcher. That's it." 
 
The Cubs will have Kyle Hendricks and his 2.17 ERA going Saturday against Luke Weaver, who will be making his 
major-league debut. 
 
Making Friday's victory more impressive was that the Cubs did it without three of their regulars in the lineup, as 
Maddon gave days off to Dexter Fowler, Jason Heyward and Ben Zobrist. 
 
Stepping up were center fielder Matt Szczur and right fielder Jorge Soler. Szczur was 3-for-4 with 4 runs scored, 2 
homers, a double and 3 RBI. He enjoyed the first multihomer game of his career in his first start as a leadoff batter. 
 
Soler was 2-for-4 with a pair of runs, a homer and 2 RBI. It's one thing for bench players such as Szczur to get a 
start. It's a bigger lift when they produce. 
 
"I think it's great for the ballclub because 25 guys are here, and 25 guys are going to produce, no matter what 
position you're in," said Szczur, who has a line of .317/.368/.508 with 5 homers and 22 RBI in 126 at-bats. "Joe 
mixes, matches. Today, he gave pretty much all his starters a day off. We're still able to put up 13 runs. I feel it 



 

helps him as well as the players knowing, 'Hey, we don't have to grind this one out today. We got guys in the 
lineup who can produce.'" 
 
The Cubs hit Cardinals starter Adam Wainwright early and often, scoring twice in the first inning on doubles by 
Szczur, Kris Bryant and Addison Russell. 
 
They added five in the second, with the key blast being a 3-run homer by Willson Contreras. Szczur hit a solo 
homer in the sixth and a 2-run shot in the seventh. Javier Baez got the 4-run seventh going with a 2-run homer. 
 
Cubs ace Jake Arrieta was on the mound. The reigning Cy Young Award winner improved to 14-5 with a 2.55 ERA 
with 5⅔ innings of 4-hit, 1-run ball. 
 
Errors lengthened the second and fourth innings for Arrieta, who wound up throwing 105 pitches. 
 
"Did a pretty good job, overall, wind blowing out," Arrieta said. "To limit those guys to one run is a pretty good 
effort. I would have liked to get deeper into the game. But I did enough to get the win." 
 
Maddon said he was impressed by Arrieta. 
 
"I thought Jake pitched pretty well," the manager said. "We kind of put Jake in a bind by not catching the ball. That 
cost him another inning. I thought Jake pitched better than 5⅔. He had a chance to go more deeply into the game 
because, uncharacteristically, we missed some plays that we normally make. 
 
"The fastball had that little extra life at the end. The strike-throwing was better. The curveball had great depth. I 
could honestly say from the side that reminded me of last year, physically." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Maddon says he owes Chapman 'really nice steak dinner' 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon is fond of talking about his days in the minor leagues. That's where baseball 
foundations are made. 
 
Cubs closer Aroldis Chapman, known for his 100-plus-fastball and frequent strikeouts, recorded a 1-2-3 ninth 
inning on three pitches, getting a pair of lineouts and a groundout. 
 
The three-pitch inning brought with it a reward. 
 
"He gets a steak dinner for that. When you're in the minor leagues, you actually give a pitcher a steak dinner for a 
four-pitch inning. Normally, if the first two are outs, the hitter normally takes a pitch. You try within four pitches to 
get three outs, and you get a steak dinner. He got it in three, so I've got make it a really good steak dinner. 
 
"He did not have any idea what I was talking about. I said, 'You have a steak dinner.' He wanted to go pitch again. I 
said, 'No, no, that's it, you're done. I'm going to owe you a steak dinner because you got three outs on three 
pitches.' So I tried to have (catcher Miguel) Montero have him understand that." 
 
On Friday morning, Maddon said he's probably get Chapman a gift certificate. 
 
Paying it back: 
 
All eyes were on Cardinals pitchers Friday and whether they might hit a Cubs batter in retaliation for the Cubs' 
Mike Montgomery hitting Matt Holliday Thursday night and putting him out for the season with a broken thumb. 
 
The Cubs said the hit-by-pitch was accidental. 



 

 
"That's an absolute accident," Joe Maddon said. "It (retaliation) just depends on your philosophy within, how 
you've been raised, what you think is the right way to do things. We all have different parents, so some people 
react to situations one way and some others just based on your parenting. For me, truthfully, if that had happened 
to us, there's no reason to, it's purely an accident. You know when something is intentionally done or not. So it 
really comes down to parenting." 
 
The Cubs' Matt Szczur was hit in Friday's second inning by Cardinals starter Adam Wainwright, but it did not look 
intentional. Chris Coghlan was hit by reliever Jerome Williams in the seventh, but he trotted to first base without 
incident. 
 
Bringing back Legion week: 
 
Joe Maddon said he'll bring back his American Legion week next week. During Legion week, players show up closer 
to gametime and don't put themselves through a lot of pregame work. The idea is to enjoy the game and stay 
fresh. 
 
Maddon hasn't had to do much to loosen up his players, who are on a run of success. 
 
"I've been pretty boring lately, and I kind of like that," he said. "My routine has been really good. I really do try to 
stay out of the way. You can just tell by the conversations. Their confidence is up. They don't need to be patted on 
the back as much. I've always felt that I could only screw them up right now by talking to them." 
 
Welcome back: 
 
Pitcher Trevor Cahill arrived at Wrigley Field Friday. Cahill has been rehabbing a knee injury at Class AAA Iowa. He 
is tentatively scheduled to pitch in one of the games Tuesday in the day-night doubleheader against Milwaukee. 
The Cubs have not yet activated him. Joe Maddon said it's also possible lefty reliever Mike Montgomery could 
start. 
 
"I haven't see him yet," Joe Maddon said of Cahill. "I've just heard about it. I've heard there's been a sighting. 
We're not ready to announce anything yet. He might have gotten lost. He was driving around Chicago, might have 
gotten lost, saw Wrigley Field. Maybe he wanted to see a major-league baseball game. I'm not prepared to talk 
about it yet. I was surprised he was here." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
5 HRs dial up volume: Cubs' streak goes to 11 
By Carrie Muskat and Jenifer Langosch 
 
CHICAGO -- Dog days of August? Not for the Cubs, who have yet to lose in 10 games this month. Chicago jumped 
on St. Louis ace Adam Wainwright for seven runs in the first two innings en route to its 11th straight win, a 13-2 
victory on Friday afternoon at Wrigley Field. It's the first time the Cubs have won 11 in a row since a 12-game 
streak in 2001. 
 
Matt Szczur recorded his first career multihomer game, rookie Willson Contreras belted a three-run homer, Javier 
Baez added a two-run shot and Jorge Soler hit a solo jack to back Jake Arrieta, who scattered four hits over 5 2/3 
innings. 
 
"What's unique about the group of guys we have is we have a lot of youth who have continued to learn on a really 
fast pace," Arrieta said. 
 
The fire alarm went off in the Cubs' clubhouse after the game, but it had nothing to do with the red-hot streak the 
team is on. The fog machine in the celebration room apparently triggered the alarm. 
 



 

"It happens every night," Arrieta said. "I'm surprised the alarm doesn't go off more often." 
 
The Cubs are a season-high 32 games over .500 for the first time since finishing last year at 97-65, and they have a 
14-game lead in the National League Central. This is Chicago's largest lead this late in the season since a 14 1/2-
game cushion on Sept. 15, 1929. That year, the Cubs were the NL champs, but they lost to the Philadelphia 
Athletics in the World Series, 4-1. 
 
Wainwright was lifted after two innings, matching the shortest outing of his career. The Cardinals have lost nine of 
their past 13 games. 
 
"We're disappointed in how this season has gone," Wainwright said. "We're not like we should [be]. We should 
play a lot better than we have leading up to this point. We haven't played like we can." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
 
Hail, Szczur: Cubs manager Joe Maddon gave a few regulars the day off after Thursday's extra-inning night game, 
and Szczur made his third start in center field. He made the most of it. Szczur doubled to lead off the Chicago first 
and scored on the first of two RBI doubles by Kris Bryant. Szczur then led off the sixth with his fourth homer and 
added a two-run blast in the seventh. He hit one homer in 47 games last season with the Cubs. 
 
Dexter Fowler, who Szczur replaced in center and at the leadoff spot for the day, got some good-natured ribbing 
about being replaced. 
 
"I know my role," said Szczur, who will be back on the bench Saturday. "I'm going to stay in my lane. I show up to 
work every day and I try to be the best every day, no matter where I'm positioned at or what spot I'm in."  
 
Early exit: Five days after allowing six runs before he recorded his sixth out, Wainwright surrendered seven in his 
two frames against Chicago. But unlike that last start in which he rebounded to finish six innings, Wainwright 
would not be given that chance on Friday. The only other time in his career that he had been pulled after two 
innings was on Aug. 28, 2013, after allowing nine runs to the Reds. The seven earned runs allowed matched a 
season high for Wainwright. 
 
"I hadn't done anything to warrant him to want me to keep pitching," Wainwright said. "That's what I deserved. 
That was terrible. That was pathetic. I just let the team down."  
 
Soler power: Friday was Soler's second start in the outfield since he was activated from the disabled list, and he 
delivered an RBI single in the second and a solo homer in the sixth. The Cubs are counting on the outfielder to find 
the same groove he did in the postseason last October, when he batted .474 in seven games. 
 
Home run issues: In an effort to save his bullpen, Cardinals manager Mike Matheny stuck with reliever Jerome 
Williams, despite how ugly things got when Williams covered the final three innings of the game. Williams became 
the fourth reliever in franchise history to surrender four home runs in a game. It's an infamous piece of history that 
he now shares with Brett Tomko (June 14, 2003), Todd Burns (Aug. 24, 1993) and Johnny Stuart (June 22, 1925).  
Williams entered the day not having allowed a run in four appearances with St. Louis since being called up on July 
25. 
 
"He's got to wear it," Matheny said of Williams. "He knew coming in that he was going to have a versatile job 
description, and part of that was going to be pitching when we just needed innings. And we needed innings." 
 
QUOTABLE 
 
"We know what we're capable of. Regardless of how many games you win the division by, it's a good thing, but 
once you get to October, the slate is clean. That's the focus. Obviously, we'll try to continue to play good baseball 
up until that point, clinch the division and go from there. We've done a really nice job." – Arrieta 
 



 

"When you pull your starter after two and you have your starting catcher coming out after four [innings], it's 
obvious that you just have to lick your wounds, fight your way [through], maybe give some guys an opportunity to 
get [the team] back into it. It's just one of those games you try to make the most of and find some positives." – 
Matheny 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
 
Stephen Piscotty's homer off Arrieta in the fifth was the first served up by the right-hander at Wrigley Field since 
Ryan Howard connected for the Phillies on July 25, 2015. 
 
The Cubs' five home runs matches their season high. They've reached that mark three other times, most recently 
on June 27 at Cincinnati. 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
 
Cardinals: Luke Weaver, ranked by MLB Pipeline as the organization's No. 2 prospect, will be making his Major 
League debut as the Cardinals try to halt the Cubs' winning streak on Saturday. Weaver, who steps in for an injured 
Michael Wacha, posted a 1.30 ERA in 13 Minor League starts this season. 
 
Cubs: There's no place like Wrigley Field for Kyle Hendricks, who will start Saturday. He's 8-1 with a 1.19 ERA at 
home, the best home ERA in the Majors. He has the second-best ERA in the big leagues at 2.17, and since June 19, 
he's 7-1 with a 1.06 ERA. First pitch is scheduled for 1:20 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Szczur leads reserves, catalyzes Cubs' offense 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- How good are the Cubs that they can give a few of their regulars the day off and post a 13-2 victory 
over the Cardinals? They're really good. 
 
Matt Szczur, making his third start in center field, posted his first career multihomer game, driving in three runs, 
while rookie Willson Contreras belted a three-run homer, Javier Baez hit a two-run blast and Jorge Soler added a 
solo shot to power the Cubs to their 11th straight win. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon likes to treat Friday day games like Sundays and give the veterans a breather. Szczur was 
pumped. 
 
"It's great [Maddon] has the faith in me, and it's awesome to see my name in the lineup," Szczur said. "It was 
exciting to get to the ballpark today." 
 
Of course, Dexter Fowler, the Cubs' regular center fielder and leadoff man, got some teasing about being replaced. 
Szczur knows he'll probably be on the bench Saturday. 
 
"I know my role," Szczur said. "I'm going to stay in my lane. I show up to work every day and I try to be the best 
every day, no matter where I'm positioned at or what spot I'm in." 
 
Getting spot starts also helps when Maddon calls on Szczur off the bench. Szczur is tied for second in the National 
League in pinch-hits with 12. In 20 starts since the All-Star break, Szczur is batting .455 (15-for-33) with four 
doubles, two homers, and 10 runs. 
 
"What that does for his self-confidence is incredible," Maddon said. "I knew he'd be ready to play -- not that 
anyone else would not be -- but give this guy the opportunity and he's going to do whatever he can to take 
advantage of it. He stirred it up for the entire group." 
 



 

Szczur began this season with three home runs in 134 at-bats from 2014-15; he now has four in '16. He's worked 
hard, and he dealt with being optioned to the Minor Leagues six times last season. 
 
"I've always grinded," Szczur said. "That's a good character trait I have. I've never been handed anything. I've 
always grinded through high school and college. 
 
"For me, I always looked at [being sent down] as a positive; I never tried to be negative. When I would go down, I'd 
take the positive out of it and want to produce. I would tell myself, 'Hey, you're going down to get better and get 
more [at-bats].'" 
 
Where did the power come from? Szczur credited Kevin Wilson, a hitting coach who worked with him in the 
offseason in New Jersey, and also Cubs hitting coaches John Mallee and Eric Hinske. 
 
Nobody on the Cubs roster is counting how many wins they have. 
 
"[Catcher David Ross] and I were talking the other day, and the only reason I knew we'd won eight or nine straight 
was that my wife said something about it," Szczur said. "The good thing about that is we don't look at yesterday. 
We don't care about what happened yesterday. We come to the ballpark ready to win that day. That really helps 
us out. We don't dwell on the past. You can be upset about your last at-bat, your last day, whatever. For us, I feel 
we show up ready to win every day." 
 
Szczur learned that attitude starring for the Villanova football team. 
 
"We didn't care about what happened last week. We came to win every day," Szczur said of his 2009 national 
championship team. "The veteran guys here bring that attitude. You hear 'Rossy' every day say, 'Turn the page,' 
because you have to turn the page. Get over what you did yesterday and look at what you can do today." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Arrieta's sharp outing reminds Maddon of '15 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- After the All-Star break last season, Jake Arrieta had an incredible run, posting a 12-1 record and 0.75 
ERA in 15 starts. It helped him win the National League Cy Young Award. On Friday against the Cardinals, Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon saw that same Arrieta again. 
 
Arrieta won his 14th game of the season in Chicago's 13-2 romp at Wrigley Field, giving up one run over 5 2/3 
innings. The right-hander would've gone deeper into the game, but two uncharacteristic errors shortened his 
outing. 
 
"You look at the numbers, and they're outstanding again," Maddon said of Arrieta, who has a 2.55 ERA. "You 
become more hyper-critical after a guy's achieved what he did last year, and what he achieved last year and how 
he did it is almost impossible to replicate. That was wire-to-wire incredible." 
 
Arrieta struck out six and scattered four hits on Friday, but what Maddon liked was how the right-hander looked. 
"The fastball had extra life at the end, the strike-throwing was better, the curveball had great depth," Maddon 
said. "That reminded me of last year, physically." 
 
Is Arrieta competing with his second-half self? 
 
"I think I'm competing with [Kyle] Hendricks now," Arrieta quipped. 
 
Hendricks, the Cubs' fifth starter who will be on the mound Saturday, ranks second in the Major Leagues with a 
2.17 ERA. Arrieta ranks fifth with a 2.55 ERA. 
 



 

"There's certain things I look back on last year and try to replicate for the benefit of our ballclub and try to carry it 
over for future outings," Arrieta said. "I think there's a lot of room to improve on all the way around, and that's 
what I try to do between starts." 
 
It wasn't a perfect outing. Arrieta did give up a solo homer to Stephen Piscotty in the fifth, the first off the ace at 
Wrigley since July 25, 2015. That snapped a streak of 15 consecutive home starts without giving up a homer, the 
longest by a Cubs starter since Bill Lee went 17 straight from 1942-47. 
 
One player who doesn't want to face Arrieta again is the Cardinals' Matt Carpenter, who went 0-for-3, and now is 
0-for-21 lifetime against his one-time TCU teammate. 
 
"We like to compete against each other," Arrieta said. "It's a little different playing against [the Cardinals]. The 
rivalry we have, there's a lot of history there. It kind of adds to the competitiveness between the two of us. It's 
work between the lines, and fun outside of that. We'll continue to fight against each other and go from there." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez's ascent another Cubs success story 
By Phil Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- Like many Cubs fans, actor John Cusack breaks into a sweat every time he hears Javier Baez's name in a 
trade rumor. He's had more practice than he'd like with this routine the past few years, but it is only making it 
sweeter to watch Baez blossom into a special player. 
 
Cusack, a huge Chicago sports fan, was a believer in the Cubs infielder back when he was so raw that you 
wondered if he would develop into more than just a guy you'd want for the Home Run Derby. 
 
At the end of the Cubs' Hot Stove activity last offseason, Cusack was as excited that Baez was still in the 
organization as he was about newcomers like Jason Heyward, John Lackey and Ben Zobrist.. 
 
"My instincts say [that] could be the best non-move they could make,'' Cusack, who grew up loving how Jose 
Cardenal always ran hard down the line, texted me. "I have a feeling he can become a superstar. When his bat 
explodes …'' 
 
And Cusack is right. The upside to Baez is enormous, even if he remains only a semi-regular for baseball's 
winningest team. The 23-year-old from Puerto Rico (via Jacksonville, Fla.) was in the lineup at second base on 
Friday after coming off the bench to play third late in Thursday's 11-inning victory over the Cardinals. 
 
Baez's bat still runs hot and cold, but he's so skilled in the field and on the bases that he's making major 
contributions to baseball's best team on almost a daily basis. 
 
It's a blast to watch Baez play. Sometimes he even seems to amaze even himself. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon slipped Baez into Thursday's game with a double switch in the ninth inning, when he 
brought in closer Aroldis Chapman in a 3-3 tie. The Cardinals' hitters were clearly dialed up to hit the first strike 
they saw, because Jedd Gyorko and Greg Garcia both lined fastballs (clocked at 100 mph and 102 mph, 
respectively) to Baez. 
 
Gyorko, a right-handed hitter, pulled a 105-mph rocket directly at Baez, who caught it out of self-defense. Garcia, a 
left-handed hitter, was late with his swing and didn't make quite as solid contact, but the ball still came at Baez in a 
hurry. He grabbed it off his shoetops for the second out, then flashed a big smile to the dugout and even umpire 
Dan Bellino, the closest witness. 
 
"He's a game-changer on defense," Maddon said earlier this month. "There has been more of a consistent 
approach to his game at times, better than I'd seen last year. You have to take the bad with the good." 



 

 
Baez was selected in the first round of the 2011 Draft as a shortstop, and he only started playing some second and 
third base in 2014, when he reached Triple-A Iowa. He's played 92 games this season, including 65 starts spread 
between third base (28), second base (24), shortstop (12) and first base (1). 
 
"I've seen him do a little bit of everything,'' Cardinals manager Mike Matheny said. "He's played some good 
defense, whether on the right side of the infield or at third. I've seen him make nice plays. He moves well, has a lot 
of power, doesn't get cheated when he swings.'' 
 
No, he doesn't. But through hard work at every level from instructional league to a trip to the Puerto Rican Winter 
League, Baez has figured out how to use his otherworldly instincts for the game he loves. 
 
Baez is still on pace to strike out 112 times in 416 at-bats, but these days he's capable of beating you with a bunt 
single as well as monstrous home runs. His combination of power and strikeouts has defined him as recently as 
2013, when he hit 37 homers and struck out 147 times in 130 games between Class A Advanced and Double-A, but 
he's not that hitter anymore. 
 
Baez is hitting .275, and he blasted his 12th home run in the Cubs' 13-2 victory Friday afternoon -- a no-doubt drive 
over the left-field wall off Jerome Williams. 
 
Baez dominated left-handed pitchers in the first half of the season, then began hitting right-handers better after 
the All-Star break. That may have helped persuade Theo Epstein from paying the high price it would have cost to 
get another left-handed-hitting option like Josh Reddick or Jay Bruce before the non-waiver Trade Deadline. 
 
Baez was 15-for-39 with two homers and eight RBIs in 12 games in late July, but he was in a 3-for-31 slump 
entering Friday's game. 
 
Maddon knows that's the inconsistency you live with in developing young hitters. 
 
"There's a week to 10 days where he'll shorten up [his swing] and use the entire field,'' Maddon said. "Other times, 
he's pretty much John Daly.'' 
 
Rangers manager Jeff Banister was a bench coach for the Pirates two years ago when the Cubs promoted Baez, 
then 21, for the last two months of the season. He hit nine home runs, but batted only .169 with a strikeout rate of 
41.4 percent. Baez made some spectacular plays in the field, but he was charged with 10 errors in his 52 games. 
It's safe to say Banister has been impressed with how Baez has smoothed out his game. 
 
"Yeah, he's a real nice player,'' Banister said when the Rangers visited Wrigley Field in July. "It's pretty impressive. 
He's grown up from the first time I saw him, when he first came in. He's still got a big swing, but [he's] a lot calmer. 
It's been pretty impressive to watch him.'' 
 
Banister believes the Cubs did the right thing by using the end of an 89-loss season to give Baez his first taste of the 
big leagues. It showed him what he needed to work on, and he's taken it from there. 
 
"When you can kind of self-assess and decide what's going to make you better, and you can put that in motion and 
work on it, and execute it, it makes you a good player,'' Banister said. "He's got an opportunity to be a really good 
player.'' 
 
Baez has range, a strong arm and a fearlessness that allows him to go face first into the stands after balls. He has 
some of the quickest hands around, and can make tags few other infielders ever make. 
 
When Baez is on base, he can avoid tags with moves worthy of the Cirque du Soleil acrobat. It's a well-rounded skill 
set that always argues for Maddon to find room for him in a lineup that has Kris Bryant, Addison Russell and 
Zobrist as infield regulars. 
 



 

Baez has generated 2+ WAR in his super utility role, rolling toward a three-win season. That's the tip of the iceberg 
in terms of his potential, which is why Epstein has always had him on his untouchables list in his quest to trade for 
another controllable arm like Josh Beckett, who was 26 when the Red Sox acquired him from the Marlins. 
 
Finding playing time for Baez doesn't figure to get any easier in the future, not with Kyle Schwarber expected to 
return to left field for the 2017 season. But Maddon has never been known to waste his resources, and he's not 
going to start with a 23-year-old who can do it all. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Montgomery or Cahill may start DH vs. Crew 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Lefty Mike Montgomery and righty Trevor Cahill are the Cubs' options to start the first game of a day-
night doubleheader on Tuesday against the Brewers. Montgomery, who made back-to-back starts July 10 and 17 
for the Mariners before he was acquired by Chicago, threw 42 pitches in two innings of relief on Thursday night 
and got the win over the Cardinals. 
 
Cahill, who had been on the disabled list because of patellar tendinitis in his right knee, did arrive at the Cubs' 
clubhouse on Friday, but he was not activated. He had made six starts at Triple-A Iowa, which opens a series at 
Fresno on Friday. 
 
The right-hander was in the D-backs' rotation to open the 2015 season, and he made three starts before he was 
moved to the bullpen. 
 
Jason Hammel most likely will start the night game Tuesday for Chicago. 
 
• The Cubs went 3-for-18 with runners in scoring position on Thursday, stranding 12. Their defense and 
baserunning have been stellar, but if there's one thing manager Joe Maddon would like to see improve, it's 
situational hitting. 
 
"Situational hitting -- runner on third, less than two outs, moving the baseball when it needs to be put in play -- 
that's still the thing I'd like to see better, and I know they'd like to see better also," Maddon said. 
 
"We had plenty of opportunities last night, and so did [the Cardinals]. It's an industry-wide disease. A lot of teams 
bemoan the fact that they're really not good with a runner on third and less than two outs. But we're young, and 
the fact that our guys are cognizant of that is a good thing." 
 
The Cubs rank ninth in the National League in batting average with runners in scoring position, hitting .248. 
 
• Chicago was sad to see St. Louis outfielder Matt Holliday sustain a fractured right thumb after he was hit by a 
pitch. Maddon said it was an "an absolute accident." The Cubs and Cardinals have had their disagreements in the 
past, but Maddon did not expect any retaliation. 
 
"It depends on your philosophy and how you've been raised and what you think is the right way to do things," 
Maddon said. "It really comes down to parenting." 
 
• Next week will be American Legion week for the Chicago players, who will rekindle their childhood days by just 
showing up at the ballpark and playing. 
 
That's about as crazy as it will get for the Cubs, who have not called upon any magicians or exotic animals or 
reggae bands to liven things up. 
 
"I've been pretty boring lately," said Maddon, who has his own routine of rest, bike riding and watching episodes 
of "The Office." 



 

 
"I really do try to stay out of the way. I've always felt I can only screw them up by talking too much." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Weaver set for debut vs. Hendricks, streaking Cubs 
By Jenifer Langosch 
 
The Cubs will roll their 11-game winning streak over to Saturday, when they'll be met by a former first-round Draft 
pick making his Major League debut at Wrigley Field. 
 
Right-hander Luke Weaver, ranked by MLB Pipeline as the Cardinals' No. 2 prospect, will be added to the 25-man 
roster in order to replace an injured Michael Wacha in the starting rotation. Weaver arrives on the heels of a 
standout Minor League season, in which he posted a 1.30 ERA in 13 starts. Within a week, he'll have earned a 
promotion to both Triple-A Memphis and the big leagues. 
 
"I think this is just a huge accomplishment for me," Weaver said. "Obviously, this is what we dream for as a kid, 
and it coming true is just crazy. I'm trying to wrap my head around it and stay even-keeled and trying to go with 
the flow." 
 
But Weaver's first test will be a tough one, as he faces a Cubs team that is a season-best 32 games over .500 and a 
perfect 10-0 in August. He'll be matched against right-hander Kyle Hendricks, who has been sensational at home 
this year. Hendricks' home ERA of 1.19 is the best in the Majors, and his overall ERA (2.17) is second among 
starters. Since June 19, he's gone 7-1 with a 1.06 ERA. 
 
Three things to know about this game 
 
• At 41-17, the Cubs own the best home record in the Majors. They've been especially dominant lately, winning 
eight straight at Wrigley Field and 15 of their past 18. 
 
• Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina had his 24-game on-base streak snapped in Friday's loss. Molina was pulled from 
the game in the middle of the fourth, which should have him fresh for another start on Saturday. Molina is on pace 
to make a career-high 139 starts. 
 
• The Cards have posted a club slash line of .315/.357/.598 in five games against Hendricks. Matt Carpenter (7-for-
15), Kolten Wong (4-for-12) and Jhonny Peralta (4-for-13) have had particular success. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
That's not a fire; that's just how hot the Cubs are right now 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- The metaphor is simply too juicy to pass up. After the Chicago Cubs won their 11th straight game, 
beating the St. Louis Cardinals 13-2 on Friday afternoon, a fire alarm went off in the area of the Cubs clubhouse. 
They’re so hot right now, of course an alarm went off, right? 
 
In actuality, the team’s fog machine, used for postgame celebrations, set off the alarm as smoke could be seen in 
the bowels of Wrigley Field. 
 
“It happens every night,” winning pitcher Jake Arrieta said after the game. “I’m surprised the alarm doesn’t go off 
more often.” 
 



 

The machine might need to be replaced after this season, considering the team improved to an eye-popping 41-17 
at home. And as you might imagine after winning 11 in a row, contributions are needed from more than just the 
stars, especially on a Joe Maddon-led team in the month of August. 
 
Ahead in the division by 13 games -- or 14, as the Cubs were after Friday’s win -- or behind by 10, Maddon doesn’t 
push it in the hottest month of the season. He prefers rest over extra work, as evidenced by his requirement for a 
12 p.m. arrival for his players for a 1:20 p.m. CT first pitch on Friday. He’s asking the same of them on Saturday. 
 
Of interest on Friday was that Maddon started an entirely new outfield from the one he used the night before, 
because win No. 10 in a row went late into the night, ending in 11 innings. Switch hitters Dexter Fowler and Ben 
Zobrist never got off the bench on Friday. Neither did lefty Jason Heyward. Instead, seven right-handers faced 
tough righty Adam Wainwright. The result was five home runs from the righties, including four from his new 
outfield. Utility guy Matt Szczur hit two homers. 
 
“What that does for his self-confidence is incredible,” Maddon said of Szczur. “When you give him a game like that, 
when he comes off the bench as a pinch hitter, [he] becomes more viable.” 
 
Szczur totaled a career-high three extra-base hits. 
 
Maddon pushed the right buttons, figuring he had a tired team but that a role player getting a rare start -- while 
leading off -- would be energizing. The manager was right. 
 
“It’s awesome to see my name in the lineup,” Szczur said. “I was excited to get to the ballpark today.” 
 
Szczur is a self-made ballplayer. He had no sure thing job on the Cubs, but over the past couple of years, he has 
remade his swing, which went from “ground ball stuff,” as Maddon put it, to one with pop. Szczur’s .508 slugging 
percentage is third best on the team. 
 
“I’ve always grinded,” Szczur said. “I’ve never been handed anything.” 
 
Check off a right-handed pinch hitter who can play solid defense for the playoff roster, as Szczur has solidified his 
spot there. Jorge Soler might be doing the same, as he has returned from an injury on fire -- no pun intended. Soler 
hit his third home run since being activated from the disabled list on Aug. 5; he was part of that new outfield, 
playing right field for the second time this season. 
 
Rookie Willson Contreras was in left field and once again made an impact. He nearly gunned out Wainwright at 
second on a rocket throw from foul territory. Then Contreras hit a home run -- staring at it for a second -- while 
later busting his butt down the line to first in his last at-bat. 
 
“He plays with his hair on fire,” Maddon said of Contreras. “I love it. It’s contagious. I don’t see him changing.” 
 
Maddon indicated that the team has to rein in Contreras’ emotions so they aren’t used against him when things 
don’t go his way, but overall Maddon loves his temperament. 
 
“We have to continue to monitor that and make sure we’re there for him,” Maddon said of Contreras. 
 
Maddon called the performance of some of the backups a “pick-me-up” for the entire squad, and he lamented the 
decisions he has to make moving forward, as Contreras, Soler and Javier Baez go back to a rotation for playing 
time. The Cubs are once again in the territory of good problems to have, because when they've won 11 in a row 
and are up 14 games in the division, there’s really no lamenting anything. It all starts with that attitude epitomized 
by the grinder Szczur. 
 
“The reason why I know we had eight or nine straight wins is my wife said something to me about it,” he said. “The 
good thing is we don’t look at yesterday. We come to the ballpark ready to win that day.” 
 
Friday’s win set off alarms, but the Cubs have been making noise all season long. 



 

 
-- 
 
CSNChicago.com 
On Fire: Cubs Look Unstoppable Against Cardinals With Young Talent Like Willson Contreras 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Willson Contreras walked into a mostly empty clubhouse around 10:20 a.m. on Friday, carrying a portable sound 
system and blasting his music throughout a quiet room. The rookie had already posted a 17-second video on his 
Twitter account, showing his car dashboard and the soundtrack (“Con Los Santos No Se Juega”) for his morning 
commute to Wrigley Field. 
 
The Cubs don’t believe in eyewash, telling their players to be dressed by 12 p.m. for a 1:20 first pitch, the day after 
a night game and with thunderstorms predicted for that afternoon. That back-off message, less-is-more philosophy 
hasn’t really sunk in with Contreras, who danced to the music as he got dressed at his locker and walked off to the 
batting cage with a smile on his face. 
 
The Cubs also don’t believe in the dog days of August, with Contreras becoming yet another energy source for the 
team with the best record in baseball, an 11-game winning streak and a 14-game lead over the St. Louis Cardinals 
in the National League Central. 
 
That’s where the rivalry stands after a 13-2 blowout in front of 40,848 on a gray, rainy afternoon in Wrigleyville, 
the Cubs coming at the Cardinals in waves and showing no signs of slowing down. As reporters waited for Joe 
Maddon’s postgame press conference to begin, the fog machine in the party room set off fire alarms throughout 
the underground clubhouse. 
 
“It happens every night,” winning pitcher Jake Arrieta said. “I’m surprised the alarm doesn’t go off more often.” 
 
Contreras delivered the knockout punch in the second inning, admiring the flight of a first-pitch Adam Wainwright 
fastball, watching it disappear into the left-center field bleachers for a three-run homer and a 7-0 lead. 
 
The next inning, Contreras started hopping up and down in left field after almost throwing Wainwright out at 
second base and nearly erasing a soft double down the line. The next inning, with the bases loaded, Contreras 
grabbed a two-out Jeremy Hazelbaker line drive that almost flew over his head. The manager raved about the 
“Respect 90” approach Contreras showed on a groundball in his last at-bat. 
 
“He plays with his hair on fire constantly,” Maddon said. “And I love it. I absolutely love it. He’s contagious. I don’t 
see him changing. He could be here for the next 10 years and I think – with good health – you’re going to still see 
him run like that to first base. 
 
“Behind the plate, he’s so active and he’s talking in the dugout all the time. He gets to (coach Mike) Borzello in 
between innings: ‘Give me more information.’ 
 
“He’s done a good job everywhere we’ve put him. But, again, don’t forget, this is his baptism. This guy is going to 
keep getting better.” 
 
That’s the scary thought for a Cardinals team (60-56) trying to gain traction in the wild-card race. On a day where 
Maddon rested Dexter Fowler, Jason Heyward and Ben Zobrist ($253 million combined in guaranteed money), it 
only took two innings before the Cubs wore out Wainwright, an Opening Day starter and a World Series champion. 
 
Matt Szczur took over the leadoff spot and hammered two home runs and a double, scoring four times and driving 
in three runs. Jorge Soler – who crushed St. Louis pitching last October during a rivalry-changing playoff series – 
went 2-for-4 with a home run, a walk, two RBI and two runs scored. Javier Baez chipped in with another two-run 
homer. 
 



 

The only drama became whether or not the Cardinals would retaliate for Matt Holliday’s broken thumb. 
Wainwright hit Szczur’s left shoulder with a pitch in the second inning, and mop-up reliever Jerome Williams drilled 
Chris Coghlan’s left knee in the seventh, but there were no real fireworks. 
 
There’s only so much animosity the Cubs can generate when they wake up and the computers on FanGraphs and 
Baseball Prospectus give them a 99.8- or 99.9-percent chance to win the division. The Cubs are 32 games over .500 
and 10-0 in August, which is only the second time in franchise history they have done that (after winning 18 
straight in August 1885). 
 
“We have a lot of youth that’s continued to learn on a really fast pace,” Arrieta said. “But that’s what we need if 
we want to continue to play this well.” 
 
-- 
 
CSNChicago.com 
As Cubs Take Off Again, Jake Arrieta Rounding Into October/Cy Young Shape 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The St. Louis Cardinals are the team that didn’t seem to fear Jake Arrieta, puncturing the air of invincibility around 
the game’s most dominant pitcher, even in losing last year’s playoff series. 
 
It would have been impossible for Arrieta to pitch like that forever, no matter how hard he did Pilates or what he 
incorporated into his nutrition program. But for all the existential questions leading into the All-Star break, the 
Cubs appear to be getting their ace back now. 
 
As the rain poured down, Arrieta walked off the mound to a standing ovation during Friday afternoon’s 13-2 win 
over the Cardinals at Wrigley Field. This is more like it for the National League’s reigning Cy Young Award winner. 
 
Even if the Cardinals made Arrieta work, driving up his pitch count to 105 and bumping him out of the game with 
two outs in the sixth inning. A relentless lineup had staked Arrieta a seven-run lead after two innings, and he 
probably would have pitched deeper if not for two errors by Kris Bryant and Javier Baez. 
 
Still, Arrieta is 14-5 with a 2.55 ERA after limiting the Cardinals to one run on four hits and finishing with six 
strikeouts against two walks, again looking like someone who can front a playoff rotation. 
 
“You look at the numbers, they’re outstanding again,” manager Joe Maddon said. “You become more hypercritical 
after a guy’s achieved what he did last year. And (that’s) almost impossible to replicate. That was just like wire-to-
wire incredible. But the way he started out today really was reminiscent of that, (with) the fastball pounding of the 
zone. 
 
“The fastball had that little extra life at the end. The strike-throwing was better. The curveball had great depth. I 
can honestly say from the side that reminded me of last year.” 
 
The Cubs (73-41) are taking off again in August, the way they did last year, when Arrieta began transforming from a 
talented guy figuring things out to the hottest pitcher on the planet, someone in complete control of his game. The 
Cubs have now won 11 in a row, dropping the Cardinals to 14 games back in the NL Central. 
 
“We know what we’re capable of,” Arrieta said. “Regardless of how many games you win the division by…once you 
get to October, the slate’s clean. That’s the focus. Obviously, you try and continue to play good baseball up until 
that point, clinch the division and go from there. 
 
“We want to be playing our best baseball going into October.” 
 
-- 
 



 

CSNChicago.com 
Should Cubs Expect Payback From Cardinals After Matt Holliday’s Injury? 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Should the Cubs expect payback from the St. Louis Cardinals after a Mike Montgomery fastball broke Matt 
Holliday’s right thumb?  
 
It’s the fuse waiting to be lit, given the history between these two teams and the escalating tensions within the 
rivalry, the Cardinals no longer being “the big brother,” as Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer has said, or big fans of 
Joe Maddon’s “Try Not To Suck” act. 
 
That might have been Holliday’s last at-bat in a St. Louis uniform on Thursday night at Wrigley Field, depending on 
the treatment plan and whether or not the Cardinals pick up the All-Star outfielder’s $17 million option for 2017 or 
pay the $1 million buyout. 
 
“That’s an absolute accident,” Maddon said Friday. “It just depends on your philosophy within, how you’ve been 
raised, what you think is the right way to do things. We’ve all had different parents, so some people react to 
situations one way. 
 
“Truthfully, if that had happened to us, there’s no reason to (respond). It’s purely an accident. You know when 
something’s intentionally done or not. It really comes down to parenting.” 
 
With the best record in baseball and a double-digit lead in the division, Maddon took a more measured tone than 
last year’s calculated “Sopranos” rant, comparing the Cardinals to a crime family and saying he never read the 
franchise’s book on how to play the game. 
 
“Was that a rant?” Maddon said. “It was a mini-rant. I don’t know. We’ll wait and see. I’d like to believe that the 
other side would determine, obviously, that it was an accident. But, again, it always comes down to parenting.” 
 
Montgomery hadn’t pitched in a game since July 31, or really established himself at all since getting traded from 
the Seattle Mariners three weeks ago. The lefty swingman drilled Holliday, the third batter he faced, with two outs 
in the 10th inning of a tie game. 
 
“It was just a pitch that got away,” Montgomery said after earning the win in a 4-3 walk-off victory that took 11 
innings. “I never want to hurt anybody. I feel bad. It’s a part of baseball and it’s unfortunate. I was just trying to go 
in right there and it kind of went away from me a little bit. 
 
“I would never want to see (that happen) to anybody. Your intent is never to do that. I definitely feel for him. It 
wasn’t on purpose. It was just one of those pitches in a big part of the game.” 
 
Ex-Cub Andrew Cashner recently called retaliation part of “The Cardinal Way” after St. Louis hit Miami Marlins 
slugger Giancarlo Stanton, echoing Maddon’s vigilante message from last September. 
 
“It happens,” Maddon said. “It’s just like ‘Stropy’ (Pedro Strop) sliding to pick up a ball and hurts his knee. It’s an 
accident. Montgomery is definitely not trying to hit (Holliday). At the end of the day, man, it does come down to 
parenting and what you’re taught and what you believe is the right way to do things.” 
 
-- 
 
CSNChicago.com 
Cubs Manager Joe Maddon: 'I've Been Pretty Boring Lately And I Kind Of Like That' 
By Staff 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon is typically the most interesting man in the room. He's smart, charming and dog gone 
it, people like him. 
 



 

So it was surprising to hear Maddon describe his recent activities prior to Friday's game. 
 
"I've been pretty boring lately and I kind of like that," Maddon said. 
 
"You know, my routine has been really good. I mean rest and writing. Again, I watched an episode of 'The Office' 
falling asleep last night." 
 
Who is this guy? 
 
Well, no matter how compelling Maddon is or isn't away from the ballpark, his team has been one of the most 
exciting clubs in all of baseball this season with a MLB-best 72-41 record. 
 
But all of this success can be exhausting. Which is why Maddon decided to give starters Dexter Fowler, Jason 
Heyward and Ben Zobrist a rest in the second game of a four-game set against bitter rival Cardinals at Wrigley 
Field.   
  
"I want to treat these Fridays like Sundays. It was very hot last night. I know [Adam] Wainwright is difficult, but I 
think it's wise under the circumstances that we're playing right now to give these guys a rest today." 
 
Maddon further explained the reasoning behind the rest. 
 
"I think these other guys in the game today are going to be fresh. There's a chance for the game to be interrupted, 
so it's an awkward day in general." 
 
An awkward day indeed. 
 
The man in charge provided a little insight on the pulse of his team, who holds a 13-game lead in the division, as 
the second week of August comes to a close.  
 
"I really do try to stay out of the way. I really do. You can just tell by their conversation they're confidence is up. 
They don't need to be patted on the back as much. They're good. I've always felt that I could only screw them up 
right now by talking too much." 
 
-- 
 
 


