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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs fall into virtual first-place tie with Cardinals after loss to Diamondbacks 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
It's turned into a 47-game season for the Cubs. 
 
A 6-2 loss Saturday night to the Diamondbacks dropped them into a virtual tie for first place in the National League 
Central with the rival Cardinals, who were 6 1/2 games behind after play on July 16 and 3 1/2 out Monday. 
 
After a 14-3 surge to start the second half and seize a 2 1/2-game lead over the Brewers, a lack of timely hitting 
and costly errors have been responsible for a 3-7 record that has coincided with the Cardinals' eight-game winning 
streak. 
 
"We got our work cut out for us," Zobrist said of the division race. "We got to play better." 
 
Outside of an upgrade through a waiver claim, solutions to the Cubs' problems must come from within. Kris Bryant 
couldn't carry the entire offense despite his second three-hit game in two nights after Willson Contreras suffered a 
moderate right hamstring strain Wednesday and is expected to be lost for at least four weeks. 
 
Bryant's two-run single with two out in the ninth prevented the Cubs from being shut out, but their frustration 
soared after Ben Zobrist was called out on strikes by home plate umpire Mark Wegner with two runners on base. 
 
"I really believe Mark knows that he messed it up," said manager Joe Maddon, who argued the call after the game. 
"And I thought he had a great game. I don't think anyone feels worse than he does right now. If you were to ask 
him, I'm sure he's watched it. It was a ball obviously. I'm not going to sit here and rail on him. He's a good umpire." 
 
Zobrist was stunned after he was called out on what he thought was a questionable third strike to end a game. 
 
"I said, 'you can't end the game on that,'" Zobrist said. "He said he had it as a strike. 
 
"That's all he can do. If we want to change something like that, we're going to have to have an electronic strike 
zone because umpires are human beings and going to make mistakes. A tough situation for that to happen, but I 
think he's probably going to look at it and not be too happy with himself, either. I think the league will have to look 
at when you start ending games and games turn on one pitch like that." 
 
The Cubs, however, caused their own problems before Wegner's call. They stranded 11 runners, were 2-for-9 with 
runners in scoring position and left left-hander Jon Lester with no run support. 
 
"It's on us," Bryant said. "We got to score runs." 
 
Maddon refused to second-guess his decision to intentionally walk Paul Goldschmidt in the sixth. J.D. Martinez 
followed with a double that snapped a scoreless tie. 
 
"I'd do it again and again and again," Maddon said. "It was the right thing to do, and it didn't work." 
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Another big blow occurred when shortstop Javier Baez sailed a throw over the head of catcher Alex Avila that 
allowed another run to score on a grounder to shortstop. 
 
"Javy is having a wonderful year," Maddon said. "It's just a matter of putting him out there too often sometimes. 
Right now there's no break. 
 
"We need Addison (Russell) back to balance it out. And Javy on the other side, we're good in the infield." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs frustrated after controversial call, lack of offense in loss to Diamondbacks 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The polka music heard softly in the background of the visitors' clubhouse at Chase Field did little to soothe the 
angry and flustered feelings of the Cubs after a 6-2 loss Saturday night against the Diamondbacks dropped them 
into a tie for first place in the National League Central with the rival Cardinals. 
 
Most of the emotion was still raw after Ben Zobrist was called out on a game-ending contested third strike by 
home plate umpire Mark Wegner with two runners on base. 
 
"It’s a tough one," Zobrist said. "There's only been one I’ve ever had in my career that felt worse than that, 
especially to end the game. It’s part of the game that isn’t fair. You just got to live with it." 
 
Zobrist was referring to a called third-strike by home plate umpire Marty Foster on April 10, 2013, while playing for 
the Rays. The call resulted in the 300th career save for Joe Nathan, then of the Rangers, while then-Rays manager 
Joe Maddon argued on behalf of Zobrist. 
 
Meanwhile, Jon Lester saw no positive aspects of his performance, even after he matched Patrick Corbin for zeros 
through the first five innings before the Diamondbacks broke through for four runs in the sixth. 
 
"It’s a loss," Lester said after losing for the first time since July 9. "It really doesn't matter." 
 
This marked the sixth consecutive start in which Lester allowed three earned runs or fewer, but he was a victim of 
no run support. 
 
"We had some chances," Lester said. "They did a better job when they had chances. When we had chances, they 
did a better job of shutting it down, and we didn’t." 
 
Lester credited J.D. Martinez for hitting an opposite-field double to right fielder Ben Zobrist that snapped a 
scoreless tie in the sixth. Lester's problems were compounded when shortstop Javier Baez sailed a throw over the 
head of catcher Alex Avila that enabled Paul Goldschmidt to score the Diamondbacks' second run. 
 
"This game is built around what if's," Lester said. "I got to make better pitches." 
 
Lester also seemed tired of the speculation over who would catch him while Willson Contreras recovers from a 
right moderate hamstring strain that could take up to six weeks to heal. 
 
Avila, a nine-year veteran, and Lester worked seamlessly in their first start together. 
 
"Who would have thought?" Lester said sarcastically. "I’m a capable pitcher to throw to other people." 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon no fan of Cubs losing day off during 2018 All-Star break 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Add manager Joe Maddon to the list of Cubs disgruntled over their selection to participate in the "spotlight" game 
on Thursday, July 19, 2018 — two days after the All-Star Game. 
 
"I don't think it's a good idea," Maddon said. "I'll say that." 
 
According to a rough draft of the 2018 schedule, the Cubs will host the Cardinals in a game that replaces the 
Sunday night baseball game prior to the All-Star break. The game will be the only one scheduled for the Thursday 
after the All-Star Game, and teams can appear only once in the "spotlight" game during the current Collective 
Bargaining Agreement, which runs through 2021. 
 
"I think it's brutal," Anthony Rizzo told the Tribune on Friday. "I think it's awful." 
 
Ben Zobrist, Maddon and Rizzo said the Cubs benefited from the four-day break in July after four Sunday night 
games in the first half and a short offseason caused by their postseason run. 
 
Travel demands are another consideration. The Cubs wouldn't reveal where they finish the first half, but a National 
League source confirmed they will finish the first half at San Diego. So those Cubs chosen to play in the All-Star 
Game in Washington would fly cross-country to take part in the festivities, then quickly return to Chicago. 
 
"I just like the idea of four consecutive days off," Maddon said. "You saw what it did for us this year." 
 
Grateful Godley: Diamondbacks pitcher Zack Godley played with Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber, Willson Contreras, 
Albert Almora Jr. and Carl Edwards Jr. in the Cubs' minor-league system in 2013-14. 
 
Godley, who faces the Cubs on Sunday, is grateful for his experiences with his former organization and the 
Diamondbacks. He is 5-4 with a 2.94 ERA in 16 starts this season. 
 
"You can't look at a team any differently," said Godley, 27, who pitched six scoreless innings to beat the Cubs and 
Jake Arrieta on Aug. 2. "I thought once (President) Theo Epstein took over there, they would be headed to do some 
big things over there. Last year, watching that World Series was very exciting. 
 
"All three (minor league) teams I was with — Boise, Kane County and Daytona — all helped get me to where I am 
now. I thank them for that. 
 
"It's a great opportunity I was given here, and they gave me the chance to do something in the big leagues." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon maintains faith in reliever Justin Wilson 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The scouting reports on Justin Wilson's velocity have been validated by the 97 mph radar gun readings. 
 
But the Cubs have been somewhat surprised by the control problems of their left-handed reliever, who joined 
them in a July 31 trade from the Tigers. 
 
Wilson was pulled after allowing a walk and a hit in the seventh inning of the Cubs' 8-3 win over the 
Diamondbacks. 
 



 

In five appearances with the Cubs, Wilson has walked four in 4 1/3 innings covering five appearances, and he 
threw only seven of 17 pitches for strikes on Friday. The problems became so concerning that Maddon replaced 
Wilson with fellow left-hander Brian Duensing to face left-handed hitter David Peralta. 
 
Wilson told Maddon before Friday's game that he's had bouts of wildness in the past. Wilson walked 30 in 60 
innings with the Pirates in 2014 but began to blossom the following season with the Yankees and became more 
effective later with the aid of a slower but effective breaking pitch. 
 
"I have patience and respect for his ability, so I told him to go pitch," Maddon said. 
 
Maddon loves the fact that Wilson throws 97 mph with ease to go with a sharp cut fastball. 
 
"His command is evading him a bit," Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon: Cubs have 'all the ingredients' for run-in 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Shortly after learning of the extended loss of catcher Willson Contreras, it was virtually predictable that an outsider 
would ask about the impact the retirement of David Ross had on the Cubs this season. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon responded to the lingering question in a comprehensive but candid manner Friday night. 
 
"Of course he's been missed," Maddon said of Ross, an instrumental leader who retired after the Cubs won the 
2016 World Series. "Dexter (Fowler) has been missed, and Travis Wood. 
 
"But there’s a lot of good people here now. It’s easy, because we’re not doing as well, to try to connect those dots. 
I don’t think they’re connectable other than the fact these are good people we’re missing right now." 
 
Maddon reiterated his faith in his current roster, which played one of its most complete games Friday night in a 8-3 
triumph at Arizona. 
 
"We have all the ingredients. We just have to play up to our abilities. The personalities are here, the abilities are 
here. The skills are here. Everything is here to get it done. 
 
"We’ve done better. We just got to keep trending in the right direction. We got seven more weeks to do this. I feel 
good about where we are internally, so let’s just see how it plays out." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs loss ends on controversial call as Cardinals force 1st-place tie 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX – That’s two, said Ben Zobrist. 
 
The Cub veteran doesn’t want to wait for No. 3. He wants a new system for calling balls and strikes. 
 
“I was a little confused and shocked as to what the call was,” said Zobrist, who was called out on strikes to end the 
game Saturday night on a 2-2 pitch by David Hernandez that seemed to clearly miss the strike zone low. 
 
“I said, `What’d we have on that?’ He said, `I had it for a strike.’ I said, `You can’t end the game on that, really,’ “ 
said Zobrist after the 6-2 loss to the Diamondbacks that allowed the Cardinals to forge a virtual tie with the Cubs 
for first in the National League Central. “He goes, `I had it for a strike.’ 



 

 
“Shoot, that’s all he can do. If we want to change something like that we’re going to have to have an electronic 
strike zone,” Zobrist added. “Because umpires are human beings; they’re going to make mistakes. I think [umpire 
Mark Wegner] is probably going to look at it and not be too happy with himself, either. I think it’s something the 
league’s going to have to really look at when you start ending games, and games turn on one pitch like that. 
 
“It’s just an unfortunate situation. Now that we have the technology we should probably get it right.” 
 
Zobrist said he has had only one other call “in my career that felt worse than that, especially to end the game.” 
That was in 2013, playing for Joe Maddon’s Rays, when Marty Foster called him out to end a one-run game that 
gave Joe Nathan his 300th save. 
 
Foster later apologized for the poor call. 
 
“It’s part of the game that isn’t fair sometimes, and there’s nothing you can do about it,” said Zobrist, who has 
been in favor of an electronic system for calling balls and strikes for the last two years and believes the idea has 
gained increasing favor among players. 
 
Had he reached base in that at-bat, the Cubs would have loaded the bases and brought the potential tying run to 
the plate in rookie Ian Happ. 
 
“I just wanted to see that happen,” manager Joe Maddon said. “Listen, we’ve all made mistakes. To end the game 
like that is very difficult to watch.” 
 
The play seemed dramatic. The call seemed egregious. 
 
But it wasn’t close to deciding the Cubs’ seventh defeat in 10 games. 
 
That was a four-run sixth by the Diamondbacks that included a go-ahead double by J.D. Martinez after an 
intentional walk to Paul Goldschmidt and a costly throwing error to the plate by shortstop Javy Baez for one run 
and helping extend the inning. 
 
“We have to make that play at the plate,” Maddon said. “That’s routine. [Starter] Jon Lester was outstanding. He 
was outstanding. He was pinpoint with everything. Stuff was great. He absolutely deserved a better fate.” 
 
If the drawn-in Baez makes the play at the plate on a ball hit right to him instead of sailing the throw high and wide 
of catcher Alex Avila, it would have been 1-0 with two outs – and possibly a much different finish to the inning. 
 
“This game’s built around what-ifs,” said Lester, who has a 3.09 ERA in five starts since the All-Star break and had a 
personal three-game winning streak snapped. “I’ve got to make better pitches.” 
 
Maddon said the Baez play underscored the significance of missing starting shortstop Addison Russell, who has 
been on the disabled list with a foot injury since Aug. 4. 
 
“Javy’s having a wonderful year overall,” Maddon said. “It’s just a matter of putting him out there too often 
sometimes. I like to give him a break once in a while. Right now there’s no break. 
 
“We need Addison back to balance it out. When Javy’s on the other side [of second] we’re really good on the 
infield. That’s hopefully forthcoming really, really soon.” 
 
What can’t come soon enough is the Cubs’ next winning streak if they plan to stave off the surging Cardinals, who 
beat the Braves Saturday for their eighth consecutive victory. 
 
“It’s never easy,” third baseman Kris Bryant said. 
 
With 47 games left, Zobrist pointed out that the Cubs have seven left against the Cardinals (all in the final 16). 



 

 
“It’ll make for a more exciting finish to the season,” he said. “But we’ve got our work cut out for us. We’ve got to 
play better.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs spin leadoff carousel as Albert Almora Jr. takes turn at the top 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Albert Almora, who entered Saturday hitting .346 with a .976 OPS against left-handers, became the Cubs’ 10th 
leadoff hitter this season. 
 
“It is unusual,” Maddon said of the high number of leadoff men since Dexter Fowler left as a free agent. “But I’m 
OK [with it]. The guys have all responded to it pretty well.” 
 
Subtracting the failed six-week leadoff experiment with Kyle Schwarber, the other Cub leadoff men combined to 
hit .251 with a .322 on-base percentage, .784 OPS and 50 runs scored. 
 
Cubs’ leadoff men this year: 
 
Almora 
Kyle Schwarber 
Ben Zobrist 
Jon Jay 
Anthony Rizzo 
Ian Happ 
Jason Heyward 
Javy Baez 
Willson Contreras 
Matt Szczur 
Albert Almora Jr. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Gimme a break! Maddon no fan of Cards game during ’18 All-Star ‘break’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Cubs and Cardinals will have their All-Star break squeezed by a day next year after being scheduled for a 
nationally televised Thursday night game, and manager Joe Maddon doesn’t like it. 
 
“I don’t think it’s a good idea; I’ll say that,” he said, adding he had no say in it. “I have no idea how it’s going to play 
out; I just like the idea of four consecutive days off. You saw what it did for us this year. … I’d prefer the four 
consecutive days off.” 
 
Next season’s schedule isn’t expected to be released until next month, but the Cubs know their last series before 
the 2018 break is in San Diego. The addition of the lone game Thursday night, two days after the All-Star Game, 
was first reported by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Addison Russell probe in 3rd month; agent anticipates SS being cleared 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 



 

PHOENIX — The agent for Cubs shortstop Addison Russell  believes his client “absolutely” will be cleared by Major 
League Baseball of allegations of domestic violence. 
 
But MLB’s investigation remains “ongoing,” according to league officials, more than two months after Russell was 
accused in a third-party Instagram post of physically abusing his wife. 
 
It’s unclear why the process has taken this long without reaching a resolution or a secondary investigative phase 
involving the union. Russell’s wife said through an attorney two weeks after her friend posted the allegation that 
she had declined to talk to MLB about the issue. 
 
Russell and his wife filed for divorce separately in June. 
 
A Sun-Times search of police and court records in Florida and Chicago in June failed to turn up any legal action 
against Russell. 
 
“I believe in these types of events that we’ve done our due diligence, and they have to take their time to do 
theirs,” agent Scott Boras said of MLB officials. “And we’re just awaiting their process.” 
 
Russell, who is on the disabled list with a foot injury, remained in Chicago to rehab. 
An All-Star last year, Russell has struggled this season, hitting .241 with 10 homers and a .305 on-base percentage. 
 
“The game is difficult, and your personal life is a part of management of what you do as a professional athlete,” 
Boras said of how Russell has handled the accusation and outside scrutiny. “Each athlete has a barometer for it, 
and certainly our advice to Addison has been that, no different than a lot of professionals, you have to really know 
how to focus when your hand touches the locker room door, and try to take from that what you’ve learned about 
your performance and your career and be myopic for that timeframe. 
 
“And then you can at the end of the day take whatever time is needed for you to make advances in your personal 
life.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Has 3-week-old hand injury robbed Cubs’ Kris Bryant of his power? 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — Kris Bryant won’t admit that it has anything to do with his recent power outage. 
 
But the sprain he suffered at the crease in his left hand between the pinkie and ring fingers persists as a painful, 
daily issue he treats and plays through — and might play through the rest of the season. 
 
For a team that just lost its hottest hitter, Willson Contreras, to a hamstring injury, a compromised Bryant could 
prove even more costly to the Cubs for the slack the reigning MVP was expected to help pick up in Contreras’ 
absence — fair or not. 
 
“It’s only fair if he’s really feeling 100 percent,” manager Joe Maddon said before the Cubs lost to the 
Diamondbacks 6-2 to lose sole possession of first place in the National League Central. 
 
“Otherwise, I’ll take what he’s got. I’ll absolutely take what he’s got,” Maddon said. “Even if you’re not getting 
everything he’s capable of, it’s still probably a lot more than the average guy gives.” 
 
Maddon’s point was underscored the first two games of this weekend’s series at Chase Field, where Bryant 
reached base in 9 of 10 trips to the plate. He has six hits, two walks and took a pitch off his elbow. 
 
The streak ended when he flied out to end the seventh inning. 
 



 

Bryant’s persistence has not prevented the Cubs from losing seven of their last 10 games. Meanwhile, the 
Cardinals have won eight straight to forge a virtual tie for first. 
 
Maddon said he sees Bryant rediscovering his “niche” at the plate. But it has been a painful, sometimes tedious 
process, and so far has seemed to cost some of the natural power that resulted in 39 home runs last year. 
 
“It’s brutal,” said Bryant, who suffered the injury when his hand caught third baseman Johan Camargo’s cleat as he 
slid head-first into third July 19 in Atlanta. 
 
“Every day it swells up,” he said. “It’s actually kind of annoying to have to go into the training room every day and 
just do all this work just to feel good. But sometimes you’ve got to go through that.” 
 
Bryant, who sat out the next game after the injury, hasn’t missed another game since. 
 
“I feel fine [at the plate],” he said after reaching all five trips to the plate Friday. “I’d like to get the ball in the air a 
little more but it’s tough to complain with a day like that.” 
 
Whether his inability to drive the ball in the air more often the last three weeks is because of the pain and swelling 
in his bottom hand on the bat, he’s not saying. But even the off day Thursday didn’t do much to alleviate it, 
suggesting it could persist as long as he plays through it. 
 
Meanwhile, Bryant has found a way to do more with less power. When he legged out a double in the third inning, 
it was only his seventh six extra-base hit since the injury — only one of those a homer. 
 
“Obviously, it has some impact. There’s no question about that,” said Maddon, who talked to Bryant before 
Friday’s opener in Phoenix to offer a day off if he needs it. “But I don’t know exactly how well or how bad he feels 
on a game-by-game basis. But even when he’s not 100 percent, he still contributes to winning.” 
 
Despite the power drop, Bryant is 27-for-78 (.346) with six walks and a .398 on-base percentage since the injury 
and has been sharp at third base. That included a 5-3 double play to get Jon Lester out of a jam in the first inning of 
a game that remained scoreless until the sixth. 
 
“There’s no excuses,” Bryant said. “You deal with stuff like this all the time — the sores, the aches, the pains. This 
year just happens to be my hand. But I wouldn’t use that as an excuse for anything.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Lester fades in 6th as D-backs hold off Cubs 
By Steve Gilbert and Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- The D-backs acquired J.D. Martinez prior to the Trade Deadline hoping he would give them a boost 
against left-handed pitching. Martinez did just that on Saturday, hitting a key RBI double in four-run sixth inning to 
spark the D-backs to a 6-2 victory over the Cubs and snap a three-game losing streak. 
 
"Overall, it was a nice win for us," D-backs manager Torey Lovullo said. "We've been grinding for the past couple of 
days, and for us to get that type of an effort by the entire team, it was a good feeling." 
 
The D-backs took advantage of defensive miscues by the Cubs and added an inside-the-park home run by David 
Peralta in the eighth. The loss, combined with St. Louis' 6-5 win over Milwaukee, dropped the Cubs into a tie with 
the Cardinals for first place in the National League Central. The D-backs moved into a tie with the Rockies for the 
top NL Wild Card spot, 4 1/2 games ahead of the Cubs and Cardinals. 
 
Left-handers Jon Lester and Patrick Corbin were locked in a pitchers' duel through five innings before Adam 
Rosales led off the sixth with an infield single. He moved to second on A.J. Pollock's groundout, and the Cubs 



 

intentionally walked Paul Goldschmidt, who had a three-homer game last week at Wrigley Field, to set up the 
double play. 
 
"I would do it again and again and again," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of walking Goldschmidt. "It was the right 
thing to do, and it just didn't work." 
 
Forcing an opposing manager to make that decision is one of the reasons that Lovullo likes having Martinez batting 
behind Goldschmidt. 
 
"It's like the lesser of two evils, which one are you going to choose?" Lovullo said. "And they're both very good 
hitters on top of being run producers. We feel like getting J.D. sitting right in back of Paul has lengthened our 
lineup and gives us a lot of versatility and a lot of different ways to score some runs." 
 
Martinez doubled to score Rosales, Goldschmidt then scored on a throwing error by Javier Baez and Brandon Drury 
capped the inning with a two-run double to left-center. 
 
"We have to make that play at the plate -- that's routine," Maddon said of Baez's throw. 
 
Lester (8-7) was saddled his first loss since July 9, while Corbin (9-11) snapped a two-game losing streak. 
 
Kris Bryant knocked in both of the Cubs' runs in the ninth off Fernando Rodney, who allowed four consecutive two-
out singles. David Hernandez, another Trade Deadline acquisition for the D-backs, entered to record the final out 
and earn his second save of the year and first since returning to Arizona. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
 
Stranded: The Cubs looked poised for a big fifth inning when Baez and Alex Avila led off with back-to-back singles 
and Lester sacrificed them up a base. Corbin, though, got Albert Almora Jr. to hit a grounder to short and Ketel 
Marte's throw to the plate was just in time to get Baez. The Cubs challenged the call, but after a brief review it was 
confirmed. After a walk to Bryant loaded the bases, Anthony Rizzo hit a drive to right that Martinez caught in front 
of the wall for the final out. 
 
"I think those are the focus moments that we expect out of our guys," Lovullo said. "They go out and understand 
what they need to do in picking up teammates or picking themselves up to make pitches and Patrick did that all 
night tonight." 
 
Finally, a lead: The four-run sixth inning gave the D-backs their first lead since they led the Dodgers in the sixth 
inning Wednesday night. In between, the D-backs went 26 innings either tied or playing from behind. 
 
"We had a really good game," Peralta said. "We came back and and everything. I mean, they have one of the best 
pitchers in Lester, and to be able to score runs against him was pretty good." 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
 
The last time the Cubs allowed an inside-the-park home run was April 7, 2016, at Chase Field when Jean Segura did 
so. That also was when Kyle Schwarber tore two ligaments in his left knee when he collided with Dexter Fowler 
trying to catch the ball. 
 
"It hit that crease," Maddon said of Peralta's homer. "It went into this like Bermuda triangle there. The good part 
about it is that Schwarber did not run into anyone. There's a happy ending."  
 
AFTER FURTHER REVIEW 
 
The game ended when Ben Zobrist was called out on strikes, stranding two runners. The ball from Hernandez was 
low, and both Zobrist and Maddon talked to plate umpire Mark Wegner about it as the umpires walked off the 
field. 



 

 
"I really believe Mark knows he messed it up," Maddon said. "I thought he called a great game. I don't think 
anybody feels worse than he does right now. It was a ball, obviously. I'm not going to rail on him. I think he's a very 
good umpire." 
 
Zobrist said he was "confused and shocked" about the call. 
 
"I said, 'What did we have on that?' and [Wegner] said, 'I had it for a strike,'" Zobrist said. "I said, 'You can't end the 
game on that.' He goes, 'I had it as a strike.'" 
 
Zobrist has lobbied for an electronic strike zone for a couple of years but doesn't expect any changes soon. 
"Umpires are human beings, they're going to make mistakes," Zobrist said. "It's a tough situation for that to 
happen. I think he'll look at it and not be too happy either." 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
 
Cubs: Jake Arrieta will close the Cubs' road trip on Sunday. The right-hander is coming off his fifth straight quality 
start, a win over the Giants. He's 4-2 with a 2.18 ERA in seven starts since July 2. First pitch was scheduled for 3:10 
p.m. CT from Chase Field. 
 
D-backs: Zack Godley gets the start Sunday in the series finale at 1:10 p.m. MST. Godley has pitched well of late, 
going 2-0 with a 1.37 ERA over his past three starts. One of those starts came against the Cubs at Wrigley Field on 
Aug. 2, when he tossed six shutout innings.  
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant producing through pinkie sprain 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon likes what he's seen of Kris Bryant lately, but it's been a struggle for the 
third baseman, who is dealing with a sprained little finger on his left hand that won't go away. 
 
"It's brutal," Bryant said about dealing with the injury, which he suffered July 19 in Atlanta sliding into third base. 
"Every day, it swells up. It's actually kind of annoying to go in the training room every day to do all this work just to 
feel good. Sometimes, you have to go through that." 
 
Bryant -- who knocked in both of the Cubs' runs with a ninth-inning single in a 6-2 loss to the D-backs on Saturday 
night -- isn't blaming the injury for the drop in home runs. He hit four in his past 34 games. 
 
"There's no excuses," he said. "You deal with stuff like this all the time -- the sores, the aches and pains. This year, 
it happens to be my hand. I won't use that as an excuse for anything." 
 
Maddon liked what he saw on Friday when Bryant reached base five times, including three singles. He is batting 
.372 (16-for-43) in 11 games this month. 
 
"K.B. might be finding that little niche in his swing right now," Maddon said. 
 
What's the difference? 
 
"For lack of better terms, [he's] longer out front [with his swing] -- flatter, longer out front, where the bat stays in 
the zone longer as opposed to coming in and out of the zone," Maddon said. 
 
Maddon knows Bryant won't make excuses. The manager reminded Bryant on Friday to let Maddon know if he 
needs a breather. 
 



 

"Even when he's not 100 percent, he still contributes to winning," Maddon said. "Even if he's not getting home run 
hits, he's still getting on base, he's still got a high OPS. He's just a good baseball player. If you're not getting 
everything he's capable of, it's still probably a lot more than the average guy gives." 
 
With Willson Contreras sidelined for at least four weeks because of a hamstring strain, will the Cubs need Bryant to 
step up? 
 
"It's only fair if he's really feeling 100 percent," Maddon said. "Otherwise, I'll take what he's got. You see all the 
little things he does well. It's not always translated into homers. I think up and down the lineup, you see guys perk 
up. We have it -- look at the names in the lineup, it's all there. The abilities are there. Even without Willson, we're 
still good." 
 
Wilson seeking form with Cubs 
 
Maddon also talked to Justin Wilson recently, trying to help the lefty reliever relax. Against the D-backs on Friday, 
Wilson threw 17 pitches, but only seven for strikes, and was lifted after giving up a hit and a walk. He did strike out 
one batter. 
 
"The stuff is really good," Maddon said of Wilson. "It's just putting the ball where he wants to now. His command is 
evading him a little bit. 
 
"He said he's gone through these moments before. I said, 'Listen, coming over in these circumstances is a little 
different for you. Believe me, I have a lot of patience and respect for your abilities, so just go pitch.'" 
 
Catcher Alex Avila knows Wilson better than anyone on the Cubs; they were teammates on the Tigers before being 
traded to Chicago. Avila talked to Wilson after Friday's outing. 
 
"His stuff is tremendous," Avila said. "Maybe at times he's been overthrowing a little bit. He's been pretty amped 
up every time he's come out, and maybe trying to be too fine with his pitches. That will happen with everybody. 
Like I told him, he'll get back in a role that he's had before. With his arsenal, Joe will keep putting him out there in 
big situations, and he'll be big for us." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Arrieta seeks payback in finale with D-backs 
By Jarrid Denney 
 
Jake Arrieta allowed two runs (one earned) over seven innings when he faced the D-backs in Chicago on Aug. 2, 
but the right-hander's strong outing still resulted in a Cubs loss. Arrieta will be hoping to flip the script at Chase 
Field on Sunday, when he starts the final game scheduled between these postseason contenders. 
 
Chicago's 3-0 loss to the D-backs and Zack Godley was Arrieta's first since the All-Star break. He is 3-1 with a 2.20 
ERA in five starts during the second half, resembling the pitcher who captured the National League Cy Young 
Award in 2015. Arrieta has struck out 27 and walked just seven over those five starts, going at least six innings each 
time. 
 
Godley, who is 2-0 with a 1.37 ERA over his past three starts, squares off with Arrieta for the second time in 11 
days. Godley held the Cubs scoreless over six innings and struck out five at Wrigley Field on Aug. 2. He is 5-4 with a 
2.94 ERA during his breakout season. 
 
Three things to know for this game 
 
• Godley played in the Cubs organization from 2013-14 before he was sent to the D-backs in the Miguel Montero 
trade in December 2014. 
 



 

• Arrieta is holding righties to a .211 average (59-for-279) during the 2017 campaign. 
 
• Cubs right-hander Carl Edwards Jr. (.138) owns the lowest opponents' batting average among NL relievers this 
season. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Schwarber on right track, focused on winning 
By Barry M. Bloom 
 
PHOENIX -- Without the designated hitter at Cleveland last year, the Cubs wouldn't have won the World Series, 
manager Joe Maddon has freely admitted. 
 
"I don't think so because of the impact Kyle Schwarber had," Madden reiterated before Saturday's game against 
the D-backs at Chase Field. 
 
Schwarber had just been given medical clearance to hit after recovering from torn ligaments in his left knee. And 
because of the rules, he was available to DH in the American League park where the seven-game World Series 
opened and closed. 
 
Schwarber hit .412 (7-for-17) with a pair of runs scored, two RBIs, three walks, a .500 on base percentage and a 
.971 OPS as the Cubs scored 22 runs and won three of the four games at Progressive Field. 
 
Schwarber wasn't cleared to play the field, and without him at Wrigley, the Cubs scored only five times and lost 
two of the three middle games. 
 
"It was the one time I liked the DH, the one time I liked the American League game," said Maddon, who cut his 
teeth as a bench coach with the Angels and manager of the Rays. 
 
It was the luck of the draw. The AL won the All-Star Game last year -- giving the pennant-winning Indians home-
field advantage in the World Series. The Cubs led the Majors with 103 wins, and under this year's new rules, they 
would've had home field in the opening and closing games of last year's World Series. 
 
In that case, Schwarber would've been available for only the middle three games. 
 
"We got lucky," Maddon said. "I said it last year. I admitted it." 
 
It was that type of karma, which helped to end the Cubs' 108-year World Series-title drought. And one would have 
thought Schwarber's good World Series hitting karma would've carried over into this season. But it didn't happen. 
 
Schwarber injured the knee in a collision here at Chase Field on April 7, 2016, and he missed the remainder of the 
regular season. Trying to parlay his rare World Series success, Schwarber had a good Spring Training, hitting .293 
with five homers and 15 RBIs. Then, the season took a bad turn. He was batting .171 on July 22 when the Cubs 
optioned him to Triple-A Iowa with the express intent of retooling and shortening his left-handed swing. 
 
Since his return on July 6, Schwarber entered Saturday batting .263 with seven of his 19 homers, including the one 
he smacked to the right of center, leading off the sixth inning of the Cubs' 8-3 win on Friday night. 
 
"The first half was a wash for me. I don't count the first half anymore," Schwarber said. "Now it's just about going 
out there and helping the team win, putting up good at-bats every time I'm up there." 
 
Considering all the recovery time in 2016, might a fast start have been too much to ask? 
 



 

"Of course. Absolutely," Maddon said. "People don't understand that this guy missed most of last year. I take part 
responsibility for this for putting too much pressure on him. My rhetoric early in the season was perhaps too 
grandiose about him. It was probably too much hyperbole from me. I should have backed off. 
 
"He's such a nice young man. He's just starting to catch up." 
 
Schwarber was the Cubs' fourth overall pick in the 2014 MLB Draft and one of the four every day impact players 
determined by president of baseball operations Theo Epstein as necessary to win a World Series. Kris Bryant, 
selected second overall in the 2013 Draft, plus Anthony Rizzo and Addison Russell -- both obtained in trades -- 
were the others. 
 
Schwarber is listed at 6-feet, 235 pounds, but he's built like a fire plug and looks a little smaller than that, especially 
in comparison to the gangly 6-foot-5 Bryant. But what Schwarber losses in size, he makes up with in bravado. 
 
Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer were so impressed with Schwarber's attitude after a pre-draft meeting in 
2014, they just had to have him even though Schwarber is limited on defense as a catcher and outfielder. He's 
physically a DH, as he proved during the World Series, and was rated well below a No. 4 pick by other clubs for just 
that reason. 
 
Extreme infield shifts are Schwarber's mortal enemy, Maddon said, partly accounting for his .216/.329/.455 
lifetime slash line coming into Saturday's game. Instead, he has adjusted his launch angle to hit the ball over the 
shift and has 35 homers in 162 games. 
 
The long swing was what Schwarber was told to eliminate when he was sent to the Minors for those recent 11 
games. He pulled it apart, made it more compact. 
 
"I just wanted to make everything smaller again," Schwarber said. "Shorten things up a little bit and not make my 
first move so big. I just wanted to go down, relax a little bit, and get back to where I was." 
 
As far as the notion of missing all that time last season, Schwarber added that "it might have had something to do 
with it." 
 
"But I don't look at it that way at all," he said. "I wasn't right for the first three months of the season. I was trying 
to grind through it. It just didn't work out." 
 
Which makes what he did last year in the World Series, based on eight plate appearances in the Arizona Fall 
League, even that much more amazing. 
 
"It was special, very special," Maddon said. "I'll never forget it." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
A Cubs record in reach, Wade Davis still isn't satisfied 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- Chicago Cubs closer Wade Davis might be approaching a franchise milestone, but that doesn’t mean he 
is happy with his game right now. 
 
He’s 24-for-24 in save opportunities this season and just two shy of matching Ryan Dempster's Cubs record for 
consecutive saves. But whether he ties or surpasses that number isn’t much of a concern for Davis; the right-
hander is more interested in making sure he’s ready for the most important time of the season. 
 
“I’ve treated the season like a building block,” Davis said. “You keep chipping away, so when the time comes where 
you have to win every game, you can do that.” 
 



 

The 31-year-old has been in what he called “a little bit of [a] slump” lately. He has allowed opposing hitters a .405 
on-base percentage against him to go with an .846 OPS since the All-Star break. Davis admits that his command 
has been off, but he has managed to make the right pitch at the right time to keep his streak alive. For example, he 
recently struck out Bryce Harper to preserve a victory despite putting two runners on base. He has walked a 
tightrope recently but has come out of it successfully each time. 
 
“That was about the only good pitch I made that whole inning,” Davis said of the curveball to Harper. “I’ve gone 
through more spurts this year than I have in the past, as far as giving up some hits and walking guys, for sure.” 
 
Even the best closers don’t often have 1-2-3 innings. Some will have fans biting their nails in the ninth inning more 
than others. Dempster knows all too well what that feeling is like. 
 
“I remember a game in Philadelphia during the streak where I walked four straight guys in a 2-0 game,” Dempster 
said by phone Friday. “I believe it’s the only player in major league history to walk four consecutive batters and still 
get a save. I remember thinking, 'If I can get out of this, I can get out of anything at any time.'" 
 
Confidence is such a big factor for baseball players, even for the closers who often get into and out of trouble. But 
ultimately, preserving the win is the only thing that matters. 
 
“You know you’re going to blow [a save] eventually,” Dempster said. “But the longer [a streak] goes, it plays into 
your confidence.” 
 
Is that how Davis is feeling? 
 
“Nah, I don’t really think about it that way,” Davis said. “I’m just concentrating on that time in September and later 
in the season when everything is checked off and I’m right where I need to be to compete.” 
 
For some closers, showing emotion is part of what makes them successful and perhaps even intimidating. Davis is 
the opposite. 
 
“It’s his demeanor,” Dempster said. “He’s constantly the same guy. He probably has as much poise as anyone, like 
Trevor Hoffman and Mariano Rivera used to have. He’s very stoic.” 
 
As for that franchise record, Dempster is just fine with Davis passing his mark. After all, Dempster’s streak 
encompassed the end of one season and the start of the next. Davis is doing one better, as he is currently the only 
regular closer in the game who has not blown a save this season. That’s impressive. 
 
“I always said [former Dodger] Eric Gagne screwed it up for the rest of us by saving 84 in a row,” Dempster said. 
“That’s unrealistic, but I hope [Davis] shatters my mark. I hope he blows by it.” 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Javier Baez and the Cubs' defense come up short (again) 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- How many errors does it take for an elite infielder to lose that label? Chicago Cubs shortstop/second 
baseman Javier Baez must be approaching that line after committing his 10th error of the season at shortstop 
(14th overall) in Saturday’s 6-2 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
Now the Cubs are tied with the St. Louis Cardinals for first place in the National League Central. 
 
Baez isn’t making the spectacular play anymore -- he missed one to open the sixth inning -- but now he’s not 
making the routine one, either. Down 1-0 in the sixth with runners on second and third base and the infield in, 
Baez threw way wide of home on a Ketel Marte ground ball to make it 2-0. Then the floodgates opened. 
 



 

“We have to make that play at the plate,” manager Joe Maddon said. “That’s routine.” 
 
It’s not the first time Maddon has made those comments about Baez, who should be judged based on his talent, 
not necessarily by the talent of his peers. When teammate Addison Russell makes a throwing error, it’s with the 
understanding that he doesn’t have as strong of an arm. Baez has a rocket, but it isn’t always accurate, certainly 
not enough of the time. Here’s some perspective: Baez’s 10 errors at shortstop this season were compiled in 289 
innings played. Russell has 11 in 729 innings at the position. The latter player has been on the disabled list with a 
sore foot, forcing Baez into everyday action. 
 
“Javy is having a wonderful year overall,” Maddon said. “It’s just a matter of putting him out there too often 
sometimes. I like to give him a break once in a while. Right now, there is no break. ... We need Addison back to 
balance it out. When Javy is [at second base], we’re really good on the infield. That’s hopefully forthcoming 
relatively soon.” 
 
That’s not how it should work with an elite defender, having to hide him on one side of the field. It wasn’t long ago 
some liked to make the case he actually was the Cubs' best infielder at all four positions. How is that possible with 
the amount of mistakes he’s making? 
 
It’s not like Baez isn’t familiar with shortstop. He came up as one and has played there enough to make routine 
plays, yet he hasn’t. Not nearly enough, at least. To be fair, he’s not the only culprit. The Cubs are one of the worst 
fielding teams in the league after being all-world in that category last year. That’s helped put them in the position 
they’re in, losing sole possession of the division lead. It’s been a bad week on defense. 
 
“Some mistakes in the field, which we should tighten up a little bit,” third baseman Kris Bryant said. 
 
The Cubs didn’t hit much on Saturday, but that’s not something you can always control. Routine defense is, and 
Baez keeps coming up short. If Maddon is right about playing him too much, that’s a sad state of affairs, as well. 
Eleven games in 12 days should not wear down a 24-year-old to the point of him forcing bad throws to home from 
a pulled-in infield. Until Russell returns, Baez has to do better. Starter Jon Lester deserved a better fate on 
Saturday but wouldn’t take the bait when asked if the play at home could have made the difference. 
 
“This game is built around what-ifs,” Lester said. “I have to make better pitches.” 
 
And his teammates have to play better behind him, starting with their alleged best defender. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Ben Zobrist calls for e-zone after called third strike ends game 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- Chicago Cubs veteran Ben Zobrist has been in favor of an electronic strike zone for several years, and 
the Strike 3 call on him to end Saturday's 6-2 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks will only fortify his stance on the 
matter. 
 
The slider from reliever David Hernandez looked decidedly low, but plate umpire Mark Wegner rang Zobrist up to 
end a Cubs rally. 
 
"It's a tough one," Zobrist said after the game. "There's only been one other one [in 2013] I've ever had in my 
career that felt worse than that, especially to end the game. It's tough. 
 
"I was a little confused and shocked to what the call was. I said, 'What did we have on that?' He said, 'I had it for a 
strike.'" 
 



 

The Cubs were down 6-0 entering the ninth inning but scored twice and chased closer Fernando Rodney before 
Zobrist stepped to the plate. The struggling World Series MVP needed to reach base for the tying run to come to 
the plate. Instead, he and his manager were left shaking their heads as they walked off the field. 
 
"I really know Mark knows he messed it up," manager Joe Maddon said. "I don't think anyone feels worse than he 
does right now. It was a ball, obviously. I'm not going to sit here and rail on him. I think he's a very good umpire." 
 
The loss dropped the Cubs into a first-place tie with the St. Louis Cardinals in the National League Central, and 
Zobrist's frustration didn't end with that one call. It gave him another chance to advocate for technology to be 
used behind the plate. 
 
"If we want to change something like that, we're going to have an electronic strike zone because human beings are 
going to make mistakes," Zobrist said. "Tough situation for that to happen, but he's probably going to look at it and 
not be too happy with himself. 
 
"That's something the league is going to have to look at, when you start ending games and games turn on one 
pitch like that. It's an unfortunate situation, and now that we have the technology, we should probably get it 
right." 
 
Zobrist said the idea is gaining momentum with players, but he wasn't sure of the league's current stance on the 
issue. He wasn't bemoaning Wegner as much as the situation. 
 
"It's part of the game that isn't fair sometimes," Zobrist said. "You just have to live with it." 
 
Maddon added: "All good stuff for us [in the ninth], and it goes away on that call. We've all made mistakes, but to 
end the game on that is very difficult to watch." 
 
-- 
 
CSNChicago.com 
The Cubs' August blues 
By Staff 
 
After the All-Star break, the Cubs went on a tear winning 13 of 16 games in the month of July. This run got a lot of 
people thinking they were about to break out for a 2016-esque late season streak to smoothly transition them into 
the playoffs. 
 
Then August came around. 
 
Since the change of month, the Cubs have lost seven of the 11 games they've played including three of five on the 
West coast. Saturday's 6-2 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks continued the mini slide. As a result, their lead in the 
division has been erased. The St. Louis Cardinals have moved into a tie for the division lead. So what gives? What 
happened to the team that made great moves at the trade deadline and killed it in July? 
 
On the surface, it looks like the team is just worn down. They've only had one day off since the beginning of August 
and won't get another day off until August 21. For those of you counting at home that's three straight weeks of 
baseball for a team that was playing late into October last season. Not just that, but the Cubs are under a 
microscope unlike any other team. Everyone expected them to come out firing this season to defend their title 
seeing how dominant they were last year, but that was never the case. The Cubs struggled at the beginning of the 
season from a post-championship hangover that has somehow managed to stretch into August. 
 
They've caught lightning in a bottle before, it's nothing strange to them. Last year they had a late season run that, 
arguably, helped propel them into a hot start in the playoffs which ended quite well. What the Cubs need is to find 
the cure to this lightning once again, and they need to find it fast. Otherwise, their August blues will only be the 
beginning of their troubles. 
 



 

-- 


