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Renteria has agreed to contract extension 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / November 6, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- White Sox manager Rick Renteria agreed to a contract extension some time ago, according 
to general manager Rick Hahn's comments made to reporters Tuesday at the General Managers Meetings 
in Carlsbad, Calif. 
 
Renteria, who has presided over the White Sox rebuild during the last two seasons, was thought to be 
entering the finale of a three-year-deal with the 2019 season. In keeping with organization policy, Hahn did 
not reveal the terms of Renteria's extension. 
 
The White Sox have a 129-195 record under Renteria, including a 100-loss campaign in 2018. But Renteria 
and his staff have changed the culture of the organization with an accountability bought into by the players 
already in-house and the new additions. 
 
"I will say Ricky has on purpose created a culture of accountability in that clubhouse, and one that we think 
is important," said Hahn on Tuesday. "It's going to continue going forward." 
 
The front office has the same respect for Renteria and his staff as the players, making his departure unlikely 
even before Hahn announced the extension. 
 



Hahn also mentioned a dinner he recently had with Eloy Jimenez, the team's No. 1 prospect per MLB 
Pipeline, and Jimenez's family in the Dominican Republic. Hahn characterized Jimenez as being in good 
spirits, looking great and working on his nutrition. Jimenez will be a major part of the White Sox big league 
squad in 2019 and beyond, with the White Sox also recently signing Enoy Jimenez, Eloy's 17-year-old 
brother, to a Minor League deal. 

 
Hahn keeping patient approach in Sox rebuild 
Chicago remains interested in potentially signing Harper, Machado 
By Jon Paul Morosi / MLB.com / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. -- MLB general managers rarely announce the start of a rebuild in public. Rick Hahn did 
so in 2016. 
 
On Tuesday, Hahn made a much more upbeat declaration. 
 
To explain why that matters, let's start with the history. As Hahn's White Sox stumbled through the summer 
of 2016, a six-game American League Central lead dissolving into a fourth-place finish, he said the 
franchise no longer could afford to remain "mired in mediocrity." Hahn acknowledged he had to be open-
minded about different approaches, including a rebuild. 
 
• Latest MLB free agent and trade rumors 
 
Crucially, Hahn did not put a timetable on the moves -- even though his roster included valuable veterans 
Chris Sale, Jose Quintana, Adam Eaton, Todd Frazier and David Robertson with the non-waiver Trade 
Deadline fast approaching. 
 
Hahn was prepared to make moves, but on his timetable, not anyone else's. 
 
So when July 31 arrived that year, Hahn made only one trade -- sending reliever Zach Duke to the Cardinals 
for Charlie Tilson. The big names stayed, although not for much longer. 
 
At the Winter Meetings four months later, Sale was dealt to the Red Sox, and Eaton was sent to the 
Nationals. Quintana was sent to the Cubs in a stunning crosstown trade during the 2017 All-Star break. 
Frazier and Robertson were packaged in a trade with the Yankees less than one week after Quintana's 
departure. 
 
Collectively, the trades netted many of the prospects who have made the White Sox farm system one of 
baseball's best. In that way, the first chapter of Hahn's plan lasted nearly one calendar year -- from its 
unveiling in a July 2016 dugout media session to the busy '17 non-waiver Trade Deadline. In the process, 
Hahn proved to the industry that he was willing to wait patiently for the right moves to fulfill his vision. 
 
Phase 2 began Tuesday. And once again, Hahn will be methodical. 
 
As Hahn met with reporters on the first full day of the General Managers Meetings, he made no attempt to 
temper expectations that the White Sox are prepared to spend on star talent. 
 
• Free agents, by position 
• Free agents, by team 
 
Sources told MLB.com earlier this week that the White Sox have interest in free-agent outfielder Bryce 
Harper and infielder Manny Machado. On Tuesday, sources also said the White Sox will pursue top free-
agent starting pitchers, such as Patrick Corbin and J.A. Happ. 
 
The White Sox, with one of the smallest committed payrolls in baseball for 2019, have the capacity to add 
a $30 million-per-year player right now. But Hahn won't be pressured into overpaying in order to make that 



happen, for the same reason that he refused to rush into trades for Sale, Quintana or Eaton more than two 
years ago. 
 
Now that Hahn has shifted the organization's direction, he'll monitor a number of trends: How winnable is 
the AL Central now that the recently dominant Indians are beginning to age? How prepared are outfielders 
Eloy Jimenez and Luis Robert to make near-term impacts in the Majors? And how fairly priced are the All-
Star upgrades that we know are coming ... eventually? 
 
As Jose Abreu enters the final year of his contract and Michael Kopech recovers from elbow surgery, the 
White Sox are looking for a face of the franchise in a way that many other teams are not. Hahn could sign 
Harper, Machado or Corbin this winter -- or perhaps even two of the three. 
 
And if that doesn't happen in the coming weeks, there's always next season's Trade Deadline ... or the 
following offseason. For White Sox fans, what matters is that Hahn knows where he wants to drive. If it 
takes him a year or two to arrive, it will be worth the wait for a team that hasn't won a playoff series since 
winning the World Series in 2005. 

 
Here's what happened in Tuesday's AFL action 
MLB.com / November 6, 2018 
 
Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall League action on 
Tuesday: 
 
• Gameday: Peoria 5, Mesa 7 | Glendale 1, Surprise 10 | Scottsdale 2, Salt River 3 
 
AL East 
 
Blue Jays (Surprise) 
MLB Pipeline's No. 1 overall prospect, Vladimir Guerrero Jr., snapped his 0-for-12 skid with a run-scoring 
single as part of a 1-for-5 performance that lowered his AFL average to .379. After a 1-for-17 start in the 
Fall League, Cavan Biggio, Toronto's No. 9 prospect, is hitting .371 over his last 10 games after finishing 
3-for-4 with an RBI and a walk. Santiago Espinal (No. 22) went 1-for-4 with an RBI out of the leadoff spot, 
while Jackson McClelland struck out a pair of hitters while tossing a scoreless ninth. More » 
 
Orioles (Glendale) 
Ryan McKenna, the Orioles' No. 12 prospect, went 1-for-3 with a double and scored the Desert Dogs' lone 
run. The double was his sixth in the AFL, where he sports a .370 average through 14 games. Steve 
Wilkerson was held hitless in four plate appearances. On the mound, Tyler Erwin was tagged for three 
earned runs and five hits and recorded just one out. Jay Flaa fared better, notching a strikeout during a 
scoreless inning. 
 
Rays (Peoria) 
Rays No. 9 prospect Lucius Fox singled, scored a run and plated another with a bases-loaded walk, one of 
two free passes he drew Tuesday. Catcher Ronaldo Hernandez (No. 7) went 0-for-3 with a run scored and 
two walks. 
 
Red Sox (Mesa) 
Esteban Quiroz went 1-for-4 and scored a run. 
 
Yankees (Glendale) 
No. 45 overall prospect Estevan Florial (Yankees' No. 2) went 0-for-4 with two strikeouts. Thairo Estrada 
(No. 16) recorded a single in his first at-bat before finishing 1-for-4. Steve Sensley went 0-for-3. Kyle Zurak 
tossed a scoreless inning, allowing one hit, out of the bullpen. 
 
AL Central 
 



Indians (Glendale) 
Outfielder Connor Marabell doubled as part of a 2-for-4 performance as he accounted for a third of the 
Desert Dogs' six hits. Catcher Li-Jen Chu went 0-for-3 with a strikeout, though he did throw out an attempted 
basestealer. Starting pitcher Justin Garza suffered his first AFL loss after allowing five earned runs on six 
hits and three walks in 3 1/3 innings, while Jared Robinson was charged with one earned run on two hits in 
one inning out of the bullpen. 
 
Royals (Surprise) 
Royals No. 26 prospect Scott Blewett allowed a first-inning run but settled in and completed four innings of 
four-hit ball as he improved to 4-0 with a 2.21 ERA in the AFL. He struck out one batter and induced eight 
ground-ball outs in the performance, throwing 34 of 51 pitches for strikes. Khalil Lee (No. 2) went 0-for-3 
but reached twice via walks and scored a run from the bottom of the lineup. 
 
Tigers (Mesa) 
Daniel Woodrow, hitting atop the Solar Sox lineup, reached base four times. The 23-year-old went 3-for-4, 
drew a walk, scored a run and also collected an RBI. 
 
Twins (Salt River) 
Twins No. 18 prospect Travis Blankenhorn went 0-for-3 and is hitting .214. 
 
White Sox (Glendale) 
White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert (No. 44 overall) went 2-for-4 for Glendale to increase his AFL hitting 
streak to 12 games and his batting average to .367. Laz Rivera went 0-for-3 as the Desert Dogs' nine-hole 
hitter. Reliever Danny Dopico issued three walks and allowed a run while handling the ninth inning in the 
loss. 
 
AL West 
 
A's (Mesa) 
Athletics' No. 18 prospect Eli White picked up an RBI as part of his 1-for-4 effort and is now hitting .351 in 
the AFL. Luis Barrera, who drove in a pair of runs, also finished 1-for-4. Angel Duno took the mound in relief 
and spun a scoreless inning. After getting hit hard earlier in the Fall, Duno has put together back-to-back 
scoreless appearances. 
 
Angels (Mesa) 
Jahmai Jones, the Angels' No. 4 prospect, was hitless (0-for-2), but did draw a pair of walks and score a 
run. Roberto Baldoquin and David MacKinnon hit back-to-back in the Solar Sox order, with each picking up 
a hit. Combined, they finished 2-for-7. Daniel Procopio, Brett Hanewich and Ryan Clark threw the final three 
frames, but only Clark fared well. Procopio and Hanewich each gave up two earned runs, while Clark fired 
1 1/3 scoreless frames. 
 
Astros (Scottsdale) 
Ronnie Dawson went 1-for-4 and is hitting .297 in the AFL. Trent Thornton, the Astros' No. 24 prospect, 
gave up one run on one hit in 1 1/3 innings. Erasmo Pinales was stuck with the loss as he gave up one run 
on one hit in the ninth. 
 
Mariners (Peoria) 
Third baseman Chris Mariscal clubbed a two-run single in the seventh inning and also drew a walk. 
 
Rangers (Surprise) 
Joe Barlow posted a strikeout and walk while tossing a scoreless inning in relief. 
 
NL East 
 
Braves (Peoria) 



The Braves' No. 19 prospect, left-hander Thomas Burrows, pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings in relief, holding 
Mesa to one hit and striking out two batters. Second baseman Ray-Patrick Didder went 1-for-4 with two 
strikeouts. Center fielder Cristian Pache (Braves No. 6) added a single and an outfield assist. 
 
Marlins (Salt River) 
Marlins No. 12 prospect Brian Miller drew a walk and went 0-for-2. 
 
Phillies (Scottsdale) 
Darick Hall's lone hit was a double as he finished 1-for-3. Tyler Viza got the start and gave up one run on 
three hits in 4 2/3 innings. He walked two and also struck out four. Seth McGarry pitched two-thirds of an 
inning in relief, walking one and striking out another. 
 
Nationals (Salt River) 
Nationals No. 2 prospect Carter Kieboom and Daniel Johnson (No. 7) were each held hitless (0-for-3). 
Taylor Guilbeau came in after Duplantier and struck out one in 1 1/3 scoreless innings. Jordan Mills also 
threw well out of the bullpen, spinning a scoreless frame of his own. 
 
Mets (Scottsdale) 
Mets No. 2 prospect Peter Alonso went 0-for-3 with a trio of strikeouts. Ali Sanchez (No. 25) was 0-for-4 
offensively. 
 
NL Central 
 
Brewers (Peoria) 
First baseman Weston Wilson had a pair of extra-base hits for Peoria, hitting his first triple of the fall and 
slugging a solo homer in the eighth inning. Milwaukee's No. 19 prospect, left fielder Trent Grisham, went 0-
for-3 but drew two walks and a run scored. Right-hander Jon Olczak pitched a perfect seventh inning with 
one strikeout, and southpaw Daniel Brown gave up two runs on three hits and a walk in the sixth. Aaron 
Wilkerson, pitching for Mesa, walked one, struck out one and gave up a hit in one scoreless inning. 
 
Cardinals (Surprise) 
Andy Young boosted his AFL average to .309 with a 2-for-4 day at the plate. The 24-year-old, who doubled 
in the contest, also drove in and scored a pair of runs. 
 
Cubs (Mesa) 
Erick Leal continues to carve up Fall League hitters. The right-hander struck out five as he cruised through 
four innings of one-hit ball and has yet to allow a run through five AFL starts. Cubs No. 16 prospect D.J. 
Wilson went 1-for-3 and scored a pair of runs, while Jhonny Pereda went 1-for-4. More » 
 
Pirates (Surprise) 
Pirates No. 5 prospect Cole Tucker, Bryan Reynolds (No. 8) and Will Craig (No. 16) all recorded at least 
one hit and run scored. Tucker went 2-for-3 and scored twice, while Reynolds collected a trio of hits (3-for-
5) and scored a run. Craig finished 1-for-4 and scored twice. On the mound, Matt Eckelman, Blake Weiman 
and Geoff Hartlieb each threw a scoreless inning in relief. 
 
Reds (Scottsdale) 
Reds No. 2 prospect Taylor Trammell scorched a pair of doubles in his first two at-bats on his way to a 2-
for-4 night at the plate. Shed Long (No. 8) came through with a two-out, two-run single in the fourth, that 
had an exit velocity of 106.8 mph, according to Statcast™.Long later picked up another hit and finished 2-
for-3. Alfredo Rodriguez (No. 23) went 0-for-2 with a walk. 
 
NL West 
 
D-backs (Salt River) 
D-backs No. 1 prospect Jon Duplantier bounced back from a pair of rough outings with a strong start for 
the Rafters. The right-hander yielded two runs and struck out nine over 4 2/3 innings. Daulton Varsho (No. 



5) and Drew Ellis (No. 9) combined to go 0-for-5 at the plate. Varsho, however, did draw a pair of walks. 
Martinez, playing for Surprise, went 1-for-5, but that one hit was a three-run homer in the fifth inning. More 
» 
 
Dodgers (Glendale) 
Nolan Long spun a clean frame, retiring the side in order in his lone inning on the mound. 
 
Giants (Scottsdale) 
Giants No. 10 prospect Heath Quinn drew a walk and finished 1-for-3 with a run scored. C.J. Hinojosa (No. 
28) went 0-for-3 with a pair of strikeouts. Chase Johnson walked one, but gave up nothing else in his one-
third of an inning. 
 
Padres (Peoria) 
Right-hander Miguel Diaz started for Peoria and was tagged for five runs on six hits and three walks in 3 
1/3 innings. He struck out five Mesa batters. Padres No. 13 prospect Buddy Reed and No. 24 prospect 
Austin Allen each went 1-for-4 with a walk. Left-hander Travis Radke struck out a batter in a perfect eighth 
inning. 
 
Rockies (Salt River) 
Rockies No. 9 prospect Sam Hilliard hit his second homer of the Fall League, a 414-foot blast that had a 
114.8 mph exit velocity, according to Statcast™. Tyler Nevin (No. 11) went 1-for-4, but hit all four balls with 
exit velocities over 100 mph. Josh Fuentes boosted his AFL batting average to .299 as he went 2-for-4, 
including a double, and scored a pair of runs. Mitch Horacek and Justin Lawrence (No. 17) picked up the 
win and the save as the duo pitched the eighth and the ninth innings for the Rafters. 

 
Robert, Thompson discuss AFL fine-tuning 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / November 6, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Luis Robert, the No. 4 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline, entered Tuesday's Arizona Fall 
League action with a .356 average, one home run and eight RBIs for Glendale. 
 
Right-handed pitcher Zach Thompson has fanned 12 over 8 2/3 innings for the Desert Dogs. 
 
But it's the experience gained against this higher level of competition truly benefiting these two young White 
Sox players. 
 
"Pitchers here in the Fall League are better probably. More quality," said Robert through interpreter Billy 
Russo during a Tuesday conference call. "I say that because during the season the starters you face, the 
relievers aren't as good as the starters. But here, every pitcher you face is good. Every pitcher has good 
stuff and it's tough to figure it out. It's a challenge." 
 
"It allowed me to not have a break," said Thompson, as part of the same call. "It sounds kind of weird, but 
having all that success in season and then coming here, it allowed me to iron out some things." 
 
These players are benefiting behind different causes for their AFL inclusion. 
 
Due to a pair of ligament strains in his left thumb, Robert's first year of professional baseball in the United 
States was limited to 50 games and 186 at-bats. So, the 21-year-old Cuban, who hit .269 with no homers 
and 17 RBIs between 2018 in-season stops for the White Sox Arizona Rookie League squad, Class A 
Kannapolis and Class A Advanced Winston-Salem, is picking up valuable at-bats. 
 
"I've been working on my swing, trying to barrel the ball and cover the strike zone better," Robert said. "Any 
time you miss time on the field it will delay your process, especially for a young player as I am. 
 



"On the other side, all that time I was off the field has helped me adjust to this process in this new country. 
That's something I feel good about. Even though I need the time on the field for development, the 
adjustment process has been good." 
 
Thompson, a fifth-round selection by the White Sox in the 2014 Draft, is coming off a breakout season 
where he produced a 1.55 ERA with 76 strikeouts in 75 1/3 innings over 43 games between Winston-Salem 
and Double-A Birmingham. His action with Glendale has allowed Thompson to fine-tune his fastball, cutter 
and curve, while tinkering with a changeup. 
 
But pitch sequencing has been Thompson's focus while working with Glendale pitching coaches Rigo 
Beltran and Gerardo Casadiego. 
 
"Even if I make a mistake and miss a spot, it's what the hitter is thinking about; that miss and where I can 
attack the hitter next," Thompson said. "Then just not falling into a trap of allowing the hitter to have the 
advantage and throwing in a certain spot with certain pitches and be able to attack both sides of the plate. 
 
"I wouldn't have gone over pitch sequencing if I wasn't here. It allowed me to keep the feel of all my pitches 
and not lose any touch. Some guys can go two or three months and they kind of lose the feel of the pitch 
and it takes a while to get it back. I'm able to maintain it and even after this is done, I'll be able to keep 
maintaining the feel of my pitches going into Spring Training." 

 
Rick Hahn reveals White Sox extended Rick Renteria past 2019 season 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. -- Despite the team not making it known publicly, 2019 is not the final year of Rick 
Renteria’s existing contract. 
 
During a half-hour question-and-answer session with reporters Tuesday at the GM Meetings, White Sox 
general manager Rick Hahn revealed that the club quietly extended Renteria at some point in the past and 
that his contract now runs beyond the 2019 campaign. 
 
That came as a surprise to everyone outside the organization, as it was the common belief that Renteria 
inked a three-year deal when he took over as the South Side skipper ahead of the 2017 season. Hahn 
made sure to point out that even those initial contract terms were never announced by the team. 
 
“It wasn’t announced,” Hahn said of the extension. “We don’t tend to advertise these things. We never even 
announced the mention of a three-year deal at the start. We never announced it as a three-year deal. 
 
“He’s extended into the future,” Hahn added. “We extended him a while back. Personally, I know it’s been 
a story in the local market recently, but from my standpoint, the length of contracts for pro sports executives 
or managers or anything, is it really that relevant? 
 
“Eventually you are retained because we feel you’re the right guy or ownership feels the front office are the 
right people to win, or they make a change. It’s been my experience that the length of a remaining contract 
has never played a role in the decision to make a change or not.” 
 
Renteria has always had the full public support of Hahn and all parts of the White Sox organization, but the 
opinion of the manager among certain fans on social media hasn’t always been the same. With the White 
Sox record 129-195 under his leadership, some Twitter-using fans have grown a bit restless and set their 
sights on bigger names with more winning experience. And the looming end of Renteria’s current contract 
set up plenty of speculation about different possibilities for the manager’s chair. 
 
But this news makes those discussions, which never represented the publicly stated opinion of the 
organization, even more speculative and less likely to come to fruition. 
 



Hahn has had nothing but positive things to say about the job Renteria has done with a roster in rebuilding 
mode, praising the player-development and culture-establishing aspects of Renteria’s work. Renteria hasn’t 
won much since taking over for Robin Ventura following the latter’s five seasons, but that’s not very 
surprising considering the direction of a franchise in rebuilding mode. 
 
The extension, as low key as it might have been, reaffirms the team’s faith in what Renteria is doing. 

 
Will the White Sox really be in on big-name free agents this winter? Rick Hahn says we shouldn't 
be surprised 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. — Rumors are linking the White Sox to both Manny Machado and Bryce Harper. The 
free-agent wish lists of White Sox fans involve those names and more, All-Star types like Patrick Corbin, 
Dallas Keuchel, Josh Donaldson and Craig Kimbrel. 
 
Playing fantasy baseball is a fine way to pass the time until the boys of summer return to Guaranteed Rate 
Field. But how realistic is the South Side pursuit of such big names? After all, this was a 100-loss team in 
2018, a rebuilding team with a bright future — but one with little to sell in terms of win-now capability. 
 
Well, for what it’s worth, the White Sox general manager said we shouldn’t be surprised to hear his team 
(and therefore his front office) associated with some of the biggest talents in the game. 
 
“You can’t control when certain players become available,” Hahn said Tuesday at the GM Meetings, 
echoing a refrain he uttered before the season came to an end. “We’ve made no secret about trying to 
accumulate as much talent that has the ability of winning a championship but also is strategically aligned 
with each other in terms of when they’re going to come to the big leagues and have their impact. 
 
“No one should be surprised about seeing us involved with potential impact names that although given 
where we’re at right now in our rebuild, 2019 might not be the moment of greatest impact impact for all 
these players, we may be able to pick up some players via trade or free agency that align with what we’ve 
accumulated and make sense for us in the long term.” 
 
That all seems like one way of saying that, yes, the White Sox would theoretically make a run at a high-
priced, big-name free agent if it fit together with their already-existing rebuilding plan. And you can easily 
make the argument that most such moves would. 
 
Thanks to a Monday report from MLB.com’s Jon Morosi, White Sox fans have been buzzing about Manny 
Machado and Bryce Harper, the two biggest names on the free-agent market and a couple guys expected 
to draw two of the biggest contracts in baseball history. Those contracts will be expensive and they will be 
lengthy, and it’d be difficult to contend that having either of those two for a long period of time wouldn’t 
match up with the major league arrivals of the White Sox top minor league talent. 
 
The same would figure to be true of the next tier of free agents, like the Corbins, the Keuchels and the rest 
mentioned above. 
 
The question, though, is when that alignment will happen. It sounds like the White Sox, should they get the 
opportunity, wouldn’t hesitate to sign an “impact” player this winter. But that player and the rest of the White 
Sox world shouldn’t expect that one signing to turn the South Siders into instant contenders. There’s a lot 
of player development that still needs to happen to get the White Sox to where this rebuilding road map 
has them ending up — with or without one of the biggest names on the 2018-19 free-agent market. 
 
“We’ve made no secret from the start of this where we wanted to put ourselves in the position where we 
have the economic flexibility and wherewithal to add players that align with the impact prospects that we’ve 
accumulated,” Hahn said. “You can’t control when certain players become available, so we wouldn’t be 
doing this properly if we weren’t at least investigating all of our possibilities via trade and free agency to 
further expand that group of players that we have coming. 



 
“We’ve got what we feel are some very interesting waves of talent starting to come to Chicago over the 
coming months and years, and it’s not a surprise, to us at least, that there are players out there that are 
going to have some choices that may be interested in being a part of that. 
 
“We’re also in the position where we don’t have to do that now because of where we’re at in the rebuild. 
But we’ve gotten to the point where you can start seeing the transition into the next stage coming into sight, 
whether that’s in ‘19 or the year after. You’re starting to see it come together at the minor league level. And 
as a result, we’re interested in adding to that group when opportunities arise. 
 
“It could be this offseason, it could be July, it could be next offseason. But at the very least, we have the 
ability to explore a lot of different, interesting possibilities.” 
 
As this writer has mentioned many times before, the White Sox have hurdles to clear when it comes to 
convincing a big-name free agent to come to the South Side. Machado, Harper, et al will have win-now 
suitors with their own big checkbooks. Just because the White Sox have a small payroll compared with the 
rest of the league doesn’t make them instant candidates to land a high-priced free agent. They’ve got to 
get someone to believe in their plans and pick those plans over current championship contention. 
 
Hahn thinks that won’t be a tough sell to those who have been paying attention. 
 
“I don’t think it’s that difficult for people that have closely been following the club or are well informed about 
what we’ve put together,” he said. “Over the last couple days being here, we’ve heard from people about 
what our future holds and the kind of team they see us putting together. Agents, part of their responsibility 
is informing their players, and when we’re given the opportunity, we do our best to inform the individual 
target, as well. 
 
“But it’s no secret what we’ve been trying to do over the last two-plus years, and it’s no secret about what 
potentially is coming in our future here.” 
 
With so many other factors involved other than a desire to be opportunistic, there’s no real way to forecast 
whether or not there will be big names landing on the South Side this winter. But while the waiting game 
has to continue with the prospects in the minor leagues, Hahn at least illustrated Tuesday that the White 
Sox are not going to simply sit around and wait until the day they’re once again chasing a playoff spot to 
make a splash. 

 
Patrick Corbin, J.A. Happ, Nelson Cruz: Reports link White Sox to more free agents 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. — The links between the White Sox and big-name free agents keep on coming. 
 
A day after MLB.com's Jon Morosi reported that the South Siders were interested in this offseason's top 
two free agents, Bryce Harper and Manny Machado, he added two more big names to the list of potential 
targets: starting pitchers Patrick Corbin and J.A. Happ. 
 
 
Jon Morosi 

✔ 

@jonmorosi 
 Sources: #WhiteSox active in starting pitching market, with interest in Patrick Corbin and J.A. Happ, among 
others. The reason: Reynaldo Lopez is the only current White Sox pitcher who threw 50+ IP this year with 
a sub-4.00 ERA. @MLB @MLBNetwork 
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Twitter Ads info and privacy 
Much like his reasoning for the White Sox being candidates to land Harper and/or Machado — that they 
have one of baseball's smallest payrolls and "need a new face of the franchise" — Morosi's reasoning for 
why the White Sox would be interested in the services of Corbin and/or Happ doesn't make a ton of sense 
on its own. The innings total of Carlos Rodon and the ERA of Lucas Giolito are not reasons why the White 
Sox are shopping for starting pitching. Michael Kopech's recovery from Tommy John surgery and James 
Shields' departure are the reasons the White Sox are in the market for additions to their rotation. 
 
But additions the caliber of Corbin and Happ could have something to do with how the White Sox view their 
crop of starting pitchers in the long term. In the short term, they need two arms to go every fifth day in 2019. 
In the long term, though, signing proven starters to multi-year contracts could provide a safety net for 
Kopech when he returns from recovery and Dylan Cease or Dane Dunning when they eventually hit the 
major and get their first tastes of big league ball. Having Corbin, for example, at the front end of a rotation 
could decrease the load that would need to be shouldered by an inexperienced pitcher on a potential 
contender. 
 
The 29-year-old Corbin is perhaps the No. 1 starting pitcher on the free-agent market after Clayton Kershaw 
opted to skip free agency and reup with the Los Angeles Dodgers. Corbin was an All Star for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks in 2018, finishing the season with a 3.15 ERA and a career-high 246 strikeouts. He's 
expected to get a big contract (possibly from the New York Yankees) and would line up with a team looking 
to make a big addition not just for 2019 but for a long time beyond that, for example, when the White Sox 
plan to field a perennial contender. 
 
Happ, meanwhile, is an Illinois native who attended Northwestern. He just turned 36, meaning he might be 
more of a short-term option. But he was very good after a midseason trade to the Yankees last season, 
when he had a 2.69 ERA in 11 starts. 
 
But that's not all. While it's no surprise the rebuilding White Sox are shopping for pitching this winter, it's 
significantly more unexpected to see them linked to a 38-year-old designated hitter. 
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Nelson Cruz seems like the opposite of the kind of player the White Sox would be looking to acquire, as he 
has little versatility (he hasn't played more than five games in the outfield in each of the past two seasons) 
and would figure to be no part of a long-term plan given his age. Cruz spent the last four seasons with the 
Seattle Mariners and was incredibly productive for the majority of that time, but his numbers dipped last 
season, most glaringly with a .256 batting average that was his lowest in more than a decade. 
 
That being said, the White Sox could potentially buy low and hope Cruz returns to form in the first few 
months of the 2019 season, in which case they might be able to flip him in a rebuild-advancing trade. 
 
But with Rick Hahn talking so much about moves that would improve the White Sox in the long term 
Tuesday at the GM Meetings, the link to Cruz comes off as a bit of a head-scratcher. 

 
White Sox say top prospect Eloy Jimenez starting 2019 in minors isn't guaranteed 
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune / November 6, 2018 
 



The White Sox have money to spend this winter after their 25-man payroll ranked 29th of 30 teams at the 
end of August, before rosters expanded. 
 
But even without expected additions to the rotation, bullpen and outfield, genral manager Rick Hahn expects 
improvement in 2019. He cited the availability of pitcher Carlos Rodon and catcher Welington Castillo for 
the entire season and the likelihood of top prospect Eloy Jimenez spending “the bulk of the season, if not 
all of the season” in a Sox uniform. 
 
Few believe Jimenez will be with the Sox “all of the season.” He is expected to stay in Triple-A for at least 
a few weeks to start the season to ensure he’ll be under team control for seven years instead of six, the 
way many top prospects are now handled. 
 
“I would not say that,” Hahn said. 
 
But after declining to bring up Jimenez and start his service time clock in September, what sense would it 
make to start it on opening day? 
 
“Let’s see how he looks when he gets to camp and we’ll go from there,” Hahn replied. “We’ll have this 
conversation eight more times in February and March. Nothing has changed since Sept. 1.” 
 
Jimenez’s agents criticized Hahn’s decision to end Jimenez’s stellar season without a call-up to the majors. 
Based on his numbers, it would’ve been a no-brainer. Jimenez hit .355 in 55 games at Triple-A Charlotte 
after his promotion from Double-A Birmingham, and last August, Jimenez himself wrote in The Players 
Tribune: “I’m beyond ready.” 
 
Hahn chuckled. 
 
“Eloy has been saying since A-ball that he’s ready, which is wonderful,” Hahn said. “It’s exactly where I 
want him to be. Again, we’d much rather try to rein a guy back than try to (rush) him, and Eloy’s level of 
confidence and enthusiasm for being in the big leagues is wonderful.” 
 
Hahn had dinner with Jimenez last month in the Dominican Republic after the Sox signed his younger 
brother, 17-year-old Enoy. Hahn said Eloy is “is in very good spirits” and is working on improving his 
nutrition. 
 
“And I know he’s planning to come to camp and eager to show everyone what he’s capable of doing,” Hahn 
said. 
 
There’s no doubt about that. But whether Jimenez will be be on the opening day roster on March 28 in 
Kansas City is a question Hahn will have to keep answering. 

 
White Sox reveal quiet contract extension for manager Rick Renteria 
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune / November 6, 2018 
 
Unlike his Cubs counterpart, Rick Renteria of the White Sox doesn’t have to worry about going into the 
season as a lame-duck manager. 
 
That’s because, surprisingly, he’s not one. 
 
Renteria reportedly signed to manage the Sox for three years before the 2017 season, but general manager 
Rick Hahn said Tuesday that Renteria’s contract has been extended beyond the end of that deal in 2019. 
 
“There’s no need to talk at this time,” Hahn said at the general manager meetings. “He signed an extension 
awhile back.” 
 
Hahn didn’t reveal how long the extension was, only saying he was “extended into the future.” 



 
So how did we all miss that big news? 
 
“It wasn’t announced,” he said. “We don’t tend to advertise these things. We never even announced (it was) 
a three-year deal.” 
 
The Sox appear to be pleased with the job Renteria has done, even with the team losing 95 and 100 games 
in his two seasons. The rebuild at this point is all about developing young talent, and the Sox believe he’s 
done exactly what they’ve asked him to do. 
 
Some feel Renteria’s handling of the bullpen has been his biggest weakness, but in fairness he hasn’t had 
much to work with there, a problem that also plagued his predecessor, Robin Ventura. 
 
Either way, Renteria’s signed through at least 2020. 
 
“I know it has been a story in the local market recently,” Hahn said, referring to Joe Maddon’s status with 
the Cubs. Maddon, who replaced Renteria on the North Side after the 2014 season, is entering the last 
year of his five-year deal without an extension. 
 
“But from my standpoint, the length of contracts for pro sports executives or managers isn’t really that 
relevant. Eventually you are retained if we feel you’re the right guy or that ownership feels the front office 
has the right people to win. Or they make a change. 
 
“It’s been my experience the length of remaining contract has never played a role in a decision whether to 
make a change or not.” 
 
Shields’ return possibile: The Sox declined to exercise James Shields’ $16 million option last week, though 
Hahn said they “haven’t closed the door” on bringing back the veteran pitcher at a lower salary. Either way, 
the Sox will try to sign a veteran starter. 
 
“But if something appealing via a trade presents itself that fits with the long-term forecast of what we’re 
trying to do, that’s going to trump things.” Hahn said, before laughing. “That’s going to be a bad word today.” 
 
Even though Shields led the American League with 16 losses in 2018, it was by far the best year of his 
three with the Sox. He had a 4.53 ERA in 204 2/3 innings after he put up marks of 6.77 in 2016 and 5.23 in 
2017. 
 
Extra innings: Hahn said the Sox are “having conversations now on how best to proceed” with outfielder 
Avisail Garcia, who becomes a free agent after 2019 and is coming off an injury-plagued season following 
his breakthrough year in 2017. … The possibility of Yoan Moncada playing both second and third base 
won’t be discussed until closer to spring training. ... Are the Sox really going to let Matt Davidson try his 
hand as a reliever after he pitched three scoreless innings in blowouts in 2018? There’s currently no plan 
to give him a shot this spring. Hahn said Davidson is “excited” about helping out in the pen, but added he 
“knows his bread and butter” is hitting. “Who knows?” he said. “Maybe someday that comes to fruition. … I 
don’t anticipate that right now.” 

 
6 things we learned from White Sox prospects Luis Robert and Zach Thompson 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / November 6, 2018 
 
White Sox prospects Luis Robert and Zach Thompson are making the most of their time in the Arizona Fall 
League. 
 
Robert struggled in the minor leagues this season while Thompson excelled, but both are making their mark 
for the Glendale Desert Dogs. 
 



Robert, a center fielder the White Sox signed out of Cuba with a $26 million signing bonus, is hitting .367 
with a home run and eight RBIs and 15 runs in 49 at-bats. The 21-year-old appears to be making progress 
after he was set back by two thumb injuries in the summer, when he batted .269 without a home run in 186 
at-bats at three levels from the Rookie League to High-A Winston-Salem. 
 
Thompson has a 4.15 ERA and 12 strikeouts in 8 2/3 innings, but his time in Glendale allows him to stay 
sharp and working on managing his outings pitch to pitch. 
 
Thompson, a 25-year-old right-handed reliever, has 12 strikeouts and three walks in 8 2/3 innings with a 
4.15 ERA. The fifth-round pick from 2014 shined at Winston-Salem and Double-A Birmingham with an 1.14 
combined ERA and 76 strikeouts and 29 walks in 75 1/3 innings. 
 
They spoke to reporters on a conference call about their experiences so far, and here are three things that 
we learned about each. 
 
Luis Robert 
1. The Spanish speaker says (through an interpreter) that the language barrier affects everything from 
learning the game to his diet. 
 
“It’s really tough being in a place when you don’t know what people are saying. I can grasp a few words but 
I don’t know sometimes what people are telling me. That’s definitely frustrating but I’ve been trying to learn. 
… But also the food. If you don’t know how to speak the language you don’t know what to order. Thank 
God I have my uncle here, but he’s not here all the time. When he’s not with me I don’t really eat very well. 
I just get like burgers, pizza. And that’s tough because that’s not the kind of food I’m used to. But that’s part 
of the adjustment process.” 
 
2. His thumb injuries haven’t done much to diminish his power. 
 
“It’s true that when I came off the DL I wasn’t feeling fine with my wrist and I couldn’t swing the bat very 
hard but I feel better and right now I feel 100 percent. I don’t have any pain or soreness. My power is there. 
I think it’s going to be showing up little by little. I’m confident. I know I’m going to hit homers.” 
 
3. The Fall League has provided good competition. 
 
“I’ve been learning a lot, especially facing the good pitchers we face here every day. That will help my 
development process. I’ve been working on my swing, trying to barrel the ball and cover the strike zone 
better.” 
 
Zach Thompson 
1. The fall league has helped him learn pitch sequencing. 
 
“I came into the fall league not really knowing how to pitch, I guess you could say, kind of just came up here 
with the stuff I had. But then working here with the two pitching coaches we have here, Rigo Beltran and 
Casa (Gerardo Casadiego), they’ve really gone over how to pitch to guys, when to throw certain pitches. I 
feel like it’s helped me in a more advanced setting than when I got here.” 
 
2. He sees his schedule — which started in April with Winston-Salem, was promoted in early September to 
Birmingham, then sent in October to Arizona — as a benefit. 
 
“It allowed me to not have a break. That sounds kind of weird. But having all that success in season, and 
then coming here, it allowed me to iron out some things. I wouldn’t have gone over pitch sequencing if I 
wasn’t here. It allowed me to keep the feel of all of my pitches and not allow me to lose any touch with 
anything.” 
 
3. At 6-foot-7, he uses his height as an advantage. 
 



“I don’t think there’s anything wrong with having someone who’s 6-7 and throwing straight downhill on 
someone. … I try to pepper the bottom of the zone. (To) those guys, it looks like it’s going straight downhill, 
like it’s going to be a ball. And it stays up, it allows you to throw pitches seemingly at the belt. … It’s spinning 
even before it gets to their bat and they think it’s going to be a money pitch and it’s not.” 

 
Machado made in heaven? Sox covet Manny as potential championship centerpiece 
By Gordon Wittenmeyer / Sun-Times / November 6, 2018 
CARLSBAD, Calif. — Buckle up for another wild winter of free-agent spending in Chicago baseball. 
 
But this time, leave the Cubs out of it. 
 
It’s the White Sox with the wheelbarrow full of cash this year. The rebuilding South Siders are in a unique 
position to outspend their deep-pocketed crosstown rivals in the most anticipated free-agent market in 
years. 
 
“Everything we’ve done for the last few years was planned for us to have all of our options available to us 
at this time,” executive vice president Ken Williams said this week as the general managers meetings 
ushered in the unofficial start of the hot-stove league. 
 
Those options, not surprisingly, include generational free agents Bryce Harper and, more specifically, 
Manny Machado, who are front and center in the White Sox’ landscape, if not their sights. 
 
After stockpiling touted prospects the last two years while stripping down payroll obligations, the Sox are 
nearing a competitive pivot point with less money on the books than any other team in the majors. 
 
And the timing of that enormous spending power has baseball executives buzzing this week about the 
likelihood the Sox will be one of the most aggressive suitors for Machado, the 26-year-old superstar infielder 
projected to command a deal in the neighborhood of 10 years and at least $300 million. 
 
“While we are not yet in position realistically to be adding so-called finishing pieces, we are in a position 
where we need to be opportunistic with regards to the free-agent market,” general manager Rick Hahn said 
last month. “You can’t always control when certain players become available.” 
 
Williams and Hahn won’t address specific players they’re targeting. But in addition to short-term pitching 
needs, their interest in Machado as a centerpiece for their next competitive window is an open secret. 
 
They were heavily involved last winter in trade talks for Machado before the Orioles took him off the market. 
 
And one major-league executive predicted during the season that the Sox would be a top challenger to the 
Phillies for Machado as a free agent this winter, with multiple national reports in the past week linking him 
to the Sox. 
 
“We’ve gotten to the point where you can start seeing the transition into the next stage coming into sight,” 
Hahn said Tuesday, “whether that’s in ’19 or the year after. You’re starting to see it come together at the 
minor-league level. And as a result we’re interested in adding to that group where opportunities arise.” 
 
The models for a big-ticket signing at this point of the rebuilding process include the Nationals’ signing hard-
nosed Phillies outfielder Jayson Werth to a seven-year, 
$126 million contract coming off a last-place 2010 season, and the Cubs’ signing Jon Lester to a six-year, 
$155 million deal coming off a last-place 2014 season. 
 
The Nationals won 98 games two years later to start a run of four division titles in six years. The Cubs won 
97 games in Lester’s first year — a year ahead of their own projections — with playoff trips every season 
since. 
 



“I don’t think there’s a factor that we’re not looking at these days,” Williams said when asked about those 
comparisons, stressing the depth of the club’s analysis of its own timeline and the available players. 
 
Whether any of Machado’s postseason antics or lollygagging lowered initial projections of his market value, 
“It couldn’t have helped,” said one American League executive this week. 
 
But the talent that made him a four-time All-Star by age 25 and a two-time Gold Glove winner at third base 
is the stuff of championships. 
 
And he’s widely regarded as a good teammate, though the Sox have never shied away from so-called bad-
boy reputations. 
 
Could he soon become the highest paid player in franchise history? 
 
“You don’t know what you can and cannot afford until you get to that point [of negotiating],” said Williams, 
who called the projections for Harper and Machado speculation. “Everyone has a limit. 
 
“We’ll take a look at what the market bears and then we’ll sit down and have a discussion.” 

 
Sox show championship faith in Rick Renteria, quietly extend manager’s contract 
By Gordon Wittenmeyer / Sun-Times / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. — One day after the Cubs said Joe Maddon will play out the last year of his contract 
without an extension, the White Sox revealed Tuesday that they have quietly extended manager Rick 
Renteria’s contract. 
 
“We don’t tend to advertise these things,” Sox general manager Rick Hahn said during a media session at 
the general managers meetings. “We extended him awhile back.” 
 
That was as specific as Hahn would get, refusing to say how long the extension is. 
 
“I know it’s been in a story in the local market recently, but from my standpoint, the length of contracts for 
pro sports executives or managers isn’t really that relevant,” Hahn said. 
 
That’s not true, of course. It’s especially relevant in this case because it signals the club’s intentions for 
leadership of its rebuild, specifically its faith in Renteria as a potential playoff manager. 
 
Renteria, who was fired by the Cubs after his first season as a big-league manager in 2014 to make room 
for Maddon, originally signed a three-year deal with the Sox, through 2019, reportedly worth $3.6 million 
(including $1.3 million for next season). 
 
Different strokes . . . 
 
While Hahn expects to address much of his club’s needs this winter through free agency, Cubs GM Jed 
Hoyer said much of his early focus is on trade talks. 
 
“Given where we are as a roster, it’ll probably be more focused on GM talk, more trade talk,” said Hoyer, 
whose high-priced roster has left the Cubs cash-strapped as they try to bolster the bullpen. “We do feel like 
our answers are internal, and we need to focus on getting our players to maximize their potential. 
 
“But that said, I think we’re open for business and listening, and that’ll probably be our focus more than 
shopping at the top of the market.” 
 
Election reflection 
 
After mentioning the free-agent route for potentially filling his team’s pitching needs, Hahn added: 



 
“If something appealing in trade presents itself that fits with the long-term forecast of what we’re trying to 
do, that’s going to trump things — that’s going to be a bad word today. . . . 
 
“Flashbacks to two years ago on this Tuesday.” 
 
This and that 
 
The Cubs as surprise players for a big-ticket free agent this winter? “I’m not ruling anything out,” said team 
president Theo Epstein, who acknowledged that it would require creative financial work with “a lot of moving 
parts” on their payroll. 
 
† Hahn said that when talking to veteran pitcher/clubhouse mentor James Shields after declining the $16 
million club option on his contract, they left the door open to bringing him back next year, depending on 
how the offseason plays out for both parties. 
 
† More changes could be in store for the Cubs’ coaching staff, which is expected to be finalized in the next 
week or so. That includes a replacement for assistant hitting coach Andy Haines, who was hired away by 
the Brewers to be their top hitting coach. Eric Hinske, a member of the staff before the Angels hired him 
away last year, could be in play for a return after the Angels cleaned house following a managerial change. 

 
White Sox prospect Luis Robert making most of time on, off field 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / November 6, 2018 
 
The thumb injuries that kept center fielder Luis Robert off the field in 2018, and the knee and ankle injuries 
that sidelined him during his first year on U.S soil in 2017 came with benefits, the White Sox’ prized Cuban 
outfield prospect said Tuesday. 
 
Obviously, Robert, 21, would have been better served getting more reps and playing more games in these 
key development years. Having missed time on the field is why he is making up for it by playing in the 
Arizona Fall League now — and performing well hitting safely in his first 12 games including a home run, 
one double, and eight RBI for the Glendale Desert Dogs — but Robert took a positive from being forced off 
the field by the injuries. 
 
“Any time you miss time on the field it will delay your process, especially for a young player as I am,” Robert 
said on a conference call through translator Billy Russo. “On the other side, all that time I was off the field 
has helped me adjust to this process in this new country. That’s something I feel good about.” 
 
Signed by the Sox to a hefty $26 million bonus on May 27, 2017, Robert spent the entire 2017 season in 
the Dominican Summer League, some of it on the sidelines. “All that time” he referenced was due to a 
minor injury to his left meniscus suffered while attempting to steal home and to his right ankle while running 
the bases. 
 
This past spring, Robert sprained his left thumb on a feet-first slide into second base during a Cactus 
League game — he hit a game-winning homer despite the injury moments later — and was out until June 
5. Then he reinjured the same thumb and missed more time in July, and was sidelined from Fall League 
action for a week by a hamstring injury, the latest setback in a disquieting trend. 
 
All that time off allowed for more time to adapt to his new surroundings and to the English language. That’s 
how Robert is looking at it, anyway. 
 
“The biggest challenge for me is the language,” Robert said. “It’s really tough being in a place when you 
don’t know what people are saying. I can grasp a few words but I don’t know sometimes what people are 
telling me. That’s definitely frustrating but I’ve been trying to learn. But also the food. If you don’t know how 
to speak the language you don’t know what to order.” 
 



Robert’s uncle has been around to help him along, but he’s not around the clock. 
 
“Thank God I have my uncle here but he’s not here all the time,” Robert said. “When he’s not with me I 
don’t really eat very well. I just get like burgers, pizza. And that’s tough because that’s not the kind of food 
I’m used to. But that’s part of the adjustment process. I’m just trying to go there and get better every day.” 
 
Meanwhile, Robert continues to demonstrate the deep tool set (as well as evidence of plate discipline) that 
has him ranked fourth among Sox prospects and 44th overall by MLB Pipeline, but while showing plenty of 
power during batting practice, that tool hasn’t been seen in game action. He did not hit a homer in 50 minor 
league games this season. 
 
“I think my power is there,” he said. “It’s true that when I came off the DL I wasn’t feeling fine with my wrist 
[from compensating for the sore thumb] and I couldn’t swing the bat very hard but I feel better, right now 
100 percent. I don’t have any pain or soreness. 
 
“I think my power is going to be showing up little by little. I’m confident. I know I’m going to hit homers.” 
 
Robert said the challenge of facing Fall League pitching, compared to what he saw at the Class A levels, 
is facing “good pitchers every day.” Aside from going 0-for-4 with two strikeouts in the Fall League all-star 
game Saturday, he’s had no issues with it with two weeks of action remaining. 
 
“I’ve been working on my swing, trying to barrel the ball and cover the strike zone better,” he said. 
 
“My goal is to work hard in the offseason and be ready for spring training. Whatever plan the team has for 
me next year. I can just control the things I can do and how I can perform. I want to get better every day, I 
want to learn and develop and be the best player I can be. That’s my goal and plan.” 

 
White Sox free agency pitch will include Rick Renteria, and they believe it’s strong enough to attract 
anyone 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / November 6, 2018 
 
CARLSBAD, Calif. — The biggest White Sox news thus far from the GM meetings — a week when the 
“news” typically remains theoretical and strategic — naturally was not actually intended to be news at all. 
 
The White Sox make a practice of not publicizing the terms of the contracts of their coaching staff, so the 
biggest nugget of information about manager Rick Renteria’s contract status came as the result of general 
manager Rick Hahn debunking the common perception that new managers get three-year deals, and thus 
2019 would be Renteria’s last year under contract. Hahn shot down a question suggesting Renteria might 
need an extension by revealing that he had already gotten one. 
 
“He’s extended into the future,” Hahn said. “I don’t think the Chicago White Sox ever said we signed Ricky 
Renteria to a three-year deal. We extended him a while back. Personally, I know it’s been a story in the 
local market recently, but from my standpoint, the length of contracts for pro sports executives or managers 
or anything, is it really that relevant? Eventually you are retained because we feel you’re the right guy or 
ownership feels the front office are the right people to win, or they make a change.” 
 
Technically, this revelation doesn’t dismiss the idea that Renteria initially got a three-year deal, but it doesn’t 
matter anyway. He’s staying for the foreseeable future, which was evident enough from Hahn’s end-of-
season news conference, and as an organization, the White Sox don’t really get why everyone else needs 
to know specifics beyond that. 
 
They would seem to view Renteria and the occasionally obtrusive “must hustle 100 percent of the time” 
culture he installed — which surely was at the forefront of the minds of all the fans who reacted to the 
Renteria news with colorful gifs — as just as irrelevant of a hurdle in landing a big-ticket free agent as their 
budget at this point. 
 



“Not going to talk about any individual guys,” Hahn prefaced a response to a question that alluded to free-
agent shortstop Manny “Johnny Hustle” Machado. “I will say that Ricky has created a culture of 
accountability in that clubhouse and one that we think is important and are going to continue going forward. 
He’s gotten a great deal of buy-in from players that were here from the start as well as the players that 
we’ve acquired since then. Buying into that culture is important.” 
 
Also important is that the White Sox have noticeably filed their ledgers down to just $13.3 million in 2019 
commitments even after picking up Nate Jones’ $4.65 option. There’s José Abreu’s projected $16 million 
arbitration figure to consider, given his name was specifically dropped by Hahn as a reason the White Sox 
players who play in Chicago should be better next season, and there’s Avisaíl García’s projected $8 million 
to possibly consider, given his was not. Even with both aboard, the White Sox’s payroll alone would be 
enough to make them a fun team to speculate as “in” on every major free-agent target. 
 
But it’s more than theoretical. Since the week began, league sources have indicated the White Sox’s 
offseason interests include the top of the free-agent market, as our Ken Rosenthal has also reported, in 
addition to their more plainly stated needs of filling gaps in the rotation and bullpen as bridges to the young 
arm talent in their system. Hahn said this offseason is the first of three periods, including being active during 
the 2019 trade deadline and next offseason when they are closer to their contention window, during which 
the Sox will be looking for long-term mainstays. 
 
“No one should be surprised about seeing us involved with potential impact names,” Hahn said. “Given 
where we’re at right now in our rebuild, 2019 might not be the moment of greatest impact for all these 
players, we may be able to pick up some players via trade or free agency that align with what we’ve 
accumulated and make sense for us in the long term.” 
 
The first key to that being possible is obviously money, but it’s also important to remember that impact 
players entering the back half of their primes tend to be interested in winning and playing for contenders. 
The White Sox will not be able to offer that in 2019 (“We lost 100 games,” Hahn said in response to a 
question whether contending next year was possible.) but they don’t see that as a weak spot in their 
recruitment effort. 
 
“I’ve heard, Kenny’s heard, other people within the organization, Ricky, from numerous players about the 
excitement about what’s coming down the pipe here,” Hahn said. “I don’t think for any long-term 
commitment the deciding factor is going to be our ability to win immediately. With any major investment, it’s 
going to be a long-term commitment with a belief on both sides that this union is going to produce multiple 
championships over the long term. The timing when that first starts is going to be relevant, it’s going to be 
a part of any conversation. But I don’t think ‘Are you going to win a championship in ‘19?’ alone is going to 
be the deciding factor.” 
 
But this is the theoretical, strategic portion of the news. That the White Sox intend to go to the big dance 
doesn’t mean anything about who will join them on the floor when they arrive, even if there’s more chatter 
about Machado than Bryce Harper at this point, and accompanying consideration of Yoán Moncada 
expanding his skill set to play second or third base when needed in the future. 
 
Whether they land a middle-of-the-lineup bat on the biggest contract in franchise history this winter or next 
does not mean much for when their contention window opens — a line that will surely get repeated in 
February if all they’ve added is veteran stopgaps with strong clubhouse presences. James Shields lives 
just down the street, by the way. 

 
 
 


