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Arenado's glove spurs series win over D-backs 
Freeland, 'pen hold Arizona to 1 run in comeback win 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | Jul. 12th, 2018 
 
 
DENVER -- Nolan Arenado stood crouched, slightly in front of third base, on high alert. 

 

There's no way he could have planned what happened next, but if he had planned it, he executed it perfectly -- and 

showed why the Rockies are lucky to have the All-Star as their third baseman. 

 

D-backs catcher John Ryan Murphy hit a hard grounder to the heel of Arenado's glove, and the ball bounced straight up. 

Arenado grabbed it at eye level with his bare hand and fired it to home plate, where Chris Iannetta was waiting to collide 

with Steven Souza Jr. sliding home. Souza was out, and Arenado's key play spurred the Rockies to a 5-1 win over the D-

backs Thursday and a series win over a divisional opponent. 

 

"There was one out," Arenado said. "I had a feeling [Souza] was going to go home. They were going on contact. So my 

plan was, if it's hit to me, I'm going to try to go home. So I tried to plan it out. Obviously, I didn't plan that out -- top-spinner 

at me and popping up into the air. But I try to be prepared every time." 

 

It was the Rockies' first series win against the D-backs this season and tightened the NL West race. 
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The win also might be part of a Rockies turnaround against the D-backs, who, after winning the series opener on 

Tuesday, had won nine consecutive games at Coors Field.The Rockies have won the last three out of four series at home 

and have a chance to win another this weekend against the Mariners. 

 

"It's a tight race, so any game against [Arizona] is going to be big," said Trevor Story, who hit his 18th home run of the 

season -- a seventh-inning solo shot off Randall Delgado for a 4-1 lead. 

 

After scoring a slew of runs on Wednesday night, the Rockies were stifled by left-hander Robbie Ray on Thursday. That 

is, until the sixth inning, when Silvino Bracho replaced Ray with two runners on. Gerardo Parra and Raimel Tapia both 

knocked pinch-hit, RBI singles to give the Rockies the 2-1 lead, and DJ LeMahieu's sacrifice fly off Andrew Chafin made it 

3-1. 

 

Rockies starter Kyle Freeland pitched solidly for 5 2/3 innings, and bullpen pitchers threw effectively after Freeland exited, 

with Adam Ottavino surrendering the only hit in that time. Scott Oberg and Chris Rusin put together zeros across the 

board, and Wade Davis closed things out. 

 

"The starter goes out there and goes as long as he can, and in most cases, in most games these days, you're going to 

see three or four relievers," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "And if those guys do their job, we've got a great chance to 

win. And if one guy falters, it might be a loss." 

 

The Rockies have had a tough time of stringing together relievers who put together good outings, but Thursday -- against 

a strong D-backs lineup -- was a good sign for the bullpen. 

 

Freeland gave up a first-inning run but allowed only three hits after the first inning. He pitched his way out of a jam in the 

fourth inning, when Souza led with a triple. Freeland struck out Ketel Marte, Murphy and Ray to leave Souza stranded. 

 

"For me, it was a grind," Freeland said. "You gotta recognize what's working and what's not working, go with your 

strengths on those things and do what you can to keep them as close as possible and give your team a chance to win." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
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The D-backs' A.J. Pollock nearly had a game-breaking hit with two out in the fifth, but a strong wind toward home plate in 

the middle innings and the glove of left fielder Noel Cuevas helped Freeland. 

 

Nick Ahmed had doubled with one out. Paul Goldschmidt lined to second baseman LeMahieu. 

 

Pollock crushed a changeup to left-center and, well … 

 

"Once I saw the swing, heard the crack of the bat, I thought it was gone," Freeland said. "I turn around, let out a couple of 

words, then look out in left field, and Cuevas is making the catch." 

 

As the Coors Field crowd erupted, Freeland bent, hands on knees, feeling saved from at least one run. 

 

UP NEXT 

Righty Antonio Senzatela (3-2, 5.34 ERA) carries good and bad memories into his start against the Mariners in Friday's 

6:40 p.m. MT opener of three games at Coors Field. Senzatela's last home start was his first start of the season, and he 

threw seven scoreless innings with four strikeouts while beating the Giants on July 3. But on Sunday, he faced the 

Mariners in Seattle and gave up six runs on five hits in six innings. Senzatela struggled early and late, but in the middle 

innings, he pitched smoothly. The Mariners will counter with Christian Bergman, who tossed seven scoreless innings on 

May 16 in his only Major League appearance in 2018. 
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Bettis scratched from Saturday start 
Replacement starter has not been announced as righty rests finger 
 
Anne Rogers|  MLB.com | Jul. 12th, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis will not be able to come off the disabled list in time for Saturday's start 

against the Mariners, Rockies manager Bud Black said on Thursday. 

 

Bettis is still on the mend with a blister on the middle finger of his right hand. Black said that he is still making a decision 

as to who will start. 

 

"We all -- we meaning Chad, the pitching coaches and I -- deemed that he needs more time to truly let how his finger feels 

get to a state where there's total confidence that he could start a game and finish a game," Black said. "Where the finger's 

to the point where there's no questioning the status of the finger." 

 

Bettis threw about 40 pitches in a bullpen session on Tuesday and said he pitched aggressively. He threw all five of his 

pitches, but he changed his grip on his fastball to create less friction. There wasn't any pain, which he sees as progress, 

especially after the pain he felt when pitching against the Dodgers on July 1, when he exited after three innings and was 

put on the disabled list. 

 

"I wasn't holding anything back by any means," Bettis said. "That was a good step forward. I felt like I was able to have a 

pretty good feel for everything, especially it being the first time without tape on it. So I was pretty happy with it." 

 

To treat the blister -- something Bettis hasn't had to deal with in his career -- he has tried as much as he can. He and the 

Rockies training staff have tried taking a little bit off the skin, soaking it in pickle juice, salt and rice and moisturizing it. 

 

"There's a fine balance there somewhere, but I don't think there's a perfect answer," Bettis said. "Because if there was, 

that person would be making a lot of money right now." 

 

So who will the Rockies go with on Saturday? There could be a few options, and Black said there might be a decision by 

the end of Thursday's game. 
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Right-hander Jon Gray, who was demoted to Triple-A Albuquerque on June 30, would be on five days' rest Saturday. On 

Sunday, in his most recent start, he threw 102 pitches in 4 2/3 innings and gave up two earned runs on five hits. 

 

Sam Howard, who has made one relief appearance for the Rockies this year, could also be called up. Howard, a lefty, 

pitched six innings Friday and gave up one home run while striking out six for Albuquerque. 

 

Right-hander Yency Almonte is currently in the Rockies bullpen, but he was a starter in Triple-A. Almonte pitched two 

innings in Wednesday's win over the D-backs -- it was his first appearance in 19 days. 
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Predicting Deadline strategies in NL West 
How deals in recent past could foretell moves this month 
 
AJ Cassavell | MLB.com | Jul. 12th, 2018 
 

Three weeks from now, the makeup of the five National League West rosters could be decidedly different. 

 

With the non-waiver Trade Deadline fast approaching, MLB.com went back to the future to look at recent deals made by 

all five NL West clubs -- and how those moves might impact decision making between now and July 31. 

 

D-BACKS 

The deal: On Feb. 20, the D-backs traded Brandon Drury, Anthony Banda and two players to be named later in a three-

team deal with the Rays and Yankees to acquire outfielder Steven Souza Jr. and Minor League pitcher Taylor Widener. 

 

How it matters for this year's team: Souza strained his right pectoral muscle in Spring Training and has spent most of the 

year on the disabled list. Now back, he is still looking to regain the form he showed with the Rays. Meanwhile, those 

prospects turned into Sam McWilliams and Colin Poche, who have been strong in Tampa Bay's system this season. 

 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: The D-backs are definitely buyers. But the Souza deal is the latest example of a 

trade that served to drain the farm system. With an already-thin crop of prospects, Arizona is hesitant to part with more 

inventory. (Plus, the loss of Banda dug into its starting-pitching depth.) 

 

DODGERS 

The deal(s): Los Angeles acquired Yu Darvish (in 2017), Rich Hill (in '16) and Alex Wood (in '15) leading up to the past 

three Trade Deadlines. 

 

What it has meant for this year's team: Darvish proved an expensive rental. Hill and Wood are still in the rotation, and they 

could play an important role in the Dodgers' quest for a sixth straight NL West title. Both have struggled at times this 

season, but they'll figure prominently if Los Angeles makes another push toward October. 
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What it tells us about the next 19 days: Clearly, the Dodgers aren't afraid to work out a deal for a big name -- which is why 

they've been linked to Manny Machado and Zach Britton of the Orioles. They will likely make multiple deals in the coming 

weeks, finding creative ways to move payroll and stay under the tax threshold. 

 

GIANTS 

The deal: Earlier this month, the Giants dealt Cory Gearrin, Austin Jackson and Jason Bahr to the Rangers for a player to 

be named later. 

 

What it has meant for this year's team: San Francisco lost two pieces from its roster, but both had struggled and neither 

was going to play much of role in the second half anyway. More than anything, the Giants gave themselves some 

operating room under the Competitive Balance Tax threshold. 

 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Without Jackson and Gearrin, the Giants have room to maneuver before they hit 

the tax threshold. They'll conceivably be more active before the Deadline than many initially thought. Then again, San 

Francisco always takes an active approach toward the Deadline. They could use an outfield bat -- to upgrade from 

Jackson. The Giants could use a veteran reliever -- to upgrade from Gearrin. And now they have the financial flexibility to 

do so. 

 

PADRES 

The deal: At last year's Deadline, the Padres sent starter Trevor Cahill and relievers Ryan Buchter and Brandon Maurer to 

the Royals for Matt Strahm, Esteury Ruiz and Travis Wood. 

 

What it has meant for this year's team: Strahm is cementing himself as an integral part of San Diego's future pitching staff 

-- though it's uncertain whether that's as a starter or a reliever. He owns a 2.67 ERA in 17 appearances -- including five 

starts. Ruiz, meanwhile, is the Padres' No. 11 prospect and has held his own as a 19-year-old infielder at Class A Fort 

Wayne. 

 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Closer Brad Hand was available at last year's Deadline, too, but San Diego set a 

high price, and he wasn't moved. If the same thing happens in 2018, it's entirely possible we see a repeat of the Deadline 

deal last summer. Like Cahill, the Padres have a solid righty starting option in Tyson Ross. Like Buchter and Maurer, they 
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have relief weapons available in Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen. If the Friars create a package of multiple pitchers, it 

could fetch them a nice return -- like it did a season ago. 

 

ROCKIES 

The deal: A year ago, the Rockies swung two trades in the span of a week, netting catcher Jonathan Lucroy from the 

Rangers and reliever Pat Neshek from the Phillies. The key pieces in both trades were young, controllable prospects. 

 

What it has meant for this year's team: Lucroy is with Oakland, Neshek is back with Philadelphia, and Colorado is two 

prospects lighter. (But the duo did help lift the Rockies to their first postseason berth in eight years.) 

 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Colorado hasn't yet decided whether it's a buyer or a seller this summer. But 

general manager Jeff Bridich has established a philosophy for both possibilities. If the Rockies continue to push toward 

contention, a similar trade or two might be in the works. If they fall too far back in the NL West, they'll look to replenish the 

prospects they lost at last year's Deadline. 
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Rockies Insider: With red-hot first half, German Marquez on track to become second Colorado pitcher to win 
Silver Slugger 
Marquez is hitting .324, the highest average among all major league pitchers with at least 30 plate appearances 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 13, 2018  
 

As southpaws Kyle Freeland and Tyler Anderson have done their part recently to spur Colorado’s divisional deficit-cutting, 

German Marquez has also solidified the rotation with a 1.80 ERA, 22 Ks and three wins over his last three outings. 

 

But Marquez’s promising arm is far from the only thing to write home about, as the 23-year-old is also on track to become 

only the second Colorado pitcher — and first since Mike Hampton in 2002 — to win the Silver Slugger. 

 

Following his 2-for-4, two-RBI performance in Colorado’s 19-2 rout of the Diamondbacks on Wednesday — a game in 

which Marquez notched his first major league home run, albeit a 447-foot blast off Arizona second baseman Daniel 

Descalso —  the Colorado right-hander continues to rake more than any other hurler in baseball. 

 

Marquez is hitting .324 (11-for-34) on the season, the highest average among all major league pitchers with at least 30 

plate appearances. Perhaps that success should come as no surprise considering that mashing the baseball is what 

Marquez lived for while playing little league in San Felix, Venezuela, as a kid. 

 

“I was a good hitter, and to me that was the best part of enjoying baseball growing up,” Marquez said. “I played third base 

and I really spent a lot of time on my love (of hitting).” 

 

Marquez’s teammates have taken notice of his prowess at the plate. 

 

“If you watch batting practice, he launches balls out of the ballpark,” Nolan Arenado told Patrick Saunders on Wednesday. 

“So he’s got ridiculous power, and he’s got a really good swing.” 

 

Even Bud Black is on Marquez’s offensive hype-train. 

 

Over the past month or so, the Colorado manager has been frequently quizzed about the bats on his bench, especially 

when it was just three men deep. To which he would often reply: “Have you seen German Marquez’s batting average?” 
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He’d be joking, kind of. But more and more, pitchers are realizing they need to take Marquez seriously. With the way he’s 

swinging it, an intensified approach against him in the second half of the season might be the only way to derail his Silver 

Slugger bid, as Arizona’s Zack Greinke (.294) and Washington’s Max Scherzer (.244) are currently the closest to Marquez 

in terms of average. 
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Journal: Nolan Arenado’s magic act continues to amaze Rockies followers 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado wondered what all the fuss was about as the media throng engulfed him in the Rockies clubhouse. 

 

Sure, the third baseman was aware he’d made a nice play to save a run in the sixth inning of Colorado’ 5-1 win over 

Arizona Thursday afternoon. But in Arenado’s mind, it was just another day at the office, albeit in front of 41,410 fans at 

Coors Field. 

 

I asked Arenado if he ever takes a moment during the game to appreciate his latest diamond gem. 

 

“No, never,” the five-time Gold Glove winner said. “I just try to be ready for the next ball. That’s all I try to do. I’ll probably 

look at the replay when I get home and watch the video and the highlights. I just try to stay ready every time.” 

 

In case you missed a replay of the latest episode of the “Arenado Show,” here’s how it went down: 

 

Diamondbacks right fielder Steven Souza led off the sixth with a double and advanced to third on a passed ball. With one 

out, Arenado crept up the third baseline toward home, looking to cut off the run. Arizona’s John Ryan Murphy scorched a 

99 mph shot to Arenado. The ball glanced off Arenado’s glove and popped into the air, but he barehanded the ball and in 

one swift motion, threw an 85 mph strike to catcher Chris Iannetta, who tagged out Souza at the plate. Reliever Scott 

Oberg struck out Chris Owings to end the inning and keep Arizona’s lead at 1-0. 

 

“I already knew where I was going to go with it, I had a feeling (Souza) was going home,” Arenado said, matter-of-factly. “I 

already had it planned out in my head before, what I was going to do. But luckily enough, it popped up and it was just right 

in front of me. Chris took care of the rest.” 

 

What amazed me, and everyone else in the press box and in the stands, I’m sure, was the incredible instinct, reflexes, 

hand-eye coordination and bravado it took to pull off the play. 

 

Manager Bud Black was similarly wowed. 
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“The thing that I dug the most was that the throw was in the right spot for Chris to make the play,” Black said. “Great play 

by Nolan. To keep the ball in front, then to bare-hand it and then make the proper throw to allow us to make the play? It 

was awesome.” 

 

Arenado practices many of the plays that leave us in awe. Not so the magic he concocted Thursday afternoon. 

 

“Those are like my nightmares,” he said with a grin. “Infield in, righty, top-spinner. Those are the ones I don’t like. Those 

are the ones you always get uncomfortable with. Luckily enough, it was just low enough to where I could keep it in front. I 

don’t like those. But like I said, luckily I got the out.” 

 

I’m not sure luck had much to do with it. 

 

We don’t know how long Arenado is going to play third base for the Rockies. He could say “goodbye” after next season. 

So savor every moment he’s on the diamond, because he might be the best we ever see. 

 

Saturday starter? Black announced that right-hander Chad Bettis will not be able to come off the disabled list in time for 

Saturday’s start against the Mariners. Bettis is sidelined by a persistent blister on the middle finger of his right hand. Black 

will announce Saturday’s starter on Friday. 

 

“We all — we meaning Chad, the pitching coaches and I — deemed that he needs more time … to where there’s total 

confidence that he could start a game and finish a game,” Black said. 

 

Bettis threw about 40 pitches in a bullpen session Tuesday and came away feeling he had made progress. There wasn’t 

any pain, which was a step forward, especially considering the discomfort he felt when pitching against the Dodgers on 

July 1, when lasted just three innings and went on the DL. 

 

Bettis has never had to deal with a blister before, so he’s trying all sorts of remedies, including slightly changing his 

fastball grip. Bettis has also soaked his finger in pickle juice, salt and rice, and also applied moisturize. 

 

Looking ahead 
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Mariners TBA at Rockies RHP Antonio Senzatela (3-2, 5.34 ERA), 6:40 p.m. Friday;  ATTRM, 850 AM 

 

The Mariners have not yet announced who will start Friday night’s game at Coors Field. Senzatela, recently added to the 

rotation because of the demotion of Jon Gray to Triple-A and a finger injury suffered by Chad Bettis, will be making his 

second consecutive start vs. the Mariners. He pitched relatively well at Seattle on Sunday, until he served up a three-run 

home run to Ryon Healy in the sixth inning. Senzatela was ultimately charged with six runs off of five hits, with three walks 

over six innings. Senzatela, 23, made his first big-league start of the season July 3, pitching seven shutout innings against 

the Giants, allowing three hits, walking one and fanning four. — Patrick Saunders, The Denver Post 

 

Saturday: Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (5-0, 3.39) at Rockies TBA, 7:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Sunday: Mariners RHP Mike Leake (8-6, 4.36) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76), 1:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Monday-Thursday: All-star break 
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Eric Young recalls chills from hitting first Rockies’ home run at Mile High, shares thoughts on second baseman 
DJ LeMahieu 
“I had chills going through my body like crazy as I was circling the bases,” Young said of April 9, 1993, at Mile High 
Stadium 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Eric Young Sr. remembers April 9, 1993, like it was yesterday. He always will. 

 

In the first home plate appearance in Rockies history, Young took Expos’ starter Kent Bottenfield deep to left-center in 

front of a record crowd of 80,227 at Mile High Stadium as Colorado went on to win its inaugural opener, 11-4. 

 

“I had chills going through my body like crazy as I was circling the bases,” Young said. “But that home run was not just a 

moment that was for me — it was for the Colorado region and all the people who were excited about baseball finally being 

in the state.” 

 

Fast forward more than 25 years later, and Young has made a second career out of coaching following 15 seasons in the 

big leagues. After originally breaking through with the Dodgers in 1992, the second baseman played for Colorado from 

1993-97, and seven teams total, before officially retiring in 2008. 

 

Young then spent a season as a rover instructor for the Astros in 2010, was the first base coach in Arizona in 2011 and 

2012 and served in the same role for the Rockies from 2014-16. He’s now in his first season as the first base coach for 

the Braves. 

 

“It’s been a very rejuvenating year thus far, especially working with a younger ballclub and just being able to come and 

give my expertise, knowledge and experience to a lot of young guys who haven’t been through a whole year of a big-

league season,” Young said. “The players know I’m passionate, and they’ve been responding to it.” 

 

And even as his career moved him on to Atlanta, Young still keeps eyes toward Colorado — and especially the play of the 

man who now holds down his former position. 
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“DJ LeMahieu is the ultimate person and professional — he’s a tremendous student of the game, and now his talent has 

taken him to another level over the last three, four years,” Young said. “He’s one of the prime second basemen in the 

league.” 

 

How much longer LeMahieu will be flashing leather in purple pinstripes is another question altogether, however, and 

Young knows as much considering the 29-year-old’s contract is expiring at the end of this season. 

 

“It’s a situation where you may have some younger guys (coming up) — every guy goes through that in a career — and a 

team is willing to go a different route with a younger player,” Young said. “DJ will have no problem landing with a team, or 

if he’s traded this year, because I’m sure there’s interest for him. He’s an all-star, a batting league champ — you just don’t 

do those things by mistake.” 
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Rockies get rare series win over D-backs and move within 2 ½ games of NL West leaders 
Colorado pulled off multiple escape acts to keep the game close early 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Perhaps the Diamondbacks’ hex over the Rockies was broken Wednesday night with the Rockies’ 19-2 offensive 

explosion. But even Colorado third baseman Nolan Arenado called that game “weird, and kind of fluky.” 

 

But there was nothing weird or fluky about the Rockies’ 5-1 victory Thursday afternoon at Coors Field; a win that gave 

them a rare series win over Arizona and moved them to within 2 ½ games of the co-National League West leaders. The 

Dodgers, scheduled to play at San Diego on Thursday night, could take over the division lead with a win over the Padres. 

 

“At this point in the season, all games are important, especially considering where we are at in the division,” said starter 

Kyle Freeland, who ground his way through 5 ⅓ innings, giving up just a single run. “It was important for us to come out 

with a series win.” 

 

A crucial, highlight-reel play by Arenado, home run No. 18 by newly-minted all-star shortstop Trevor Story and two timely 

pinch hits laid the foundation for Colorado’s victory, its ninth in its last 12 games at Coors Field. Arizona, which had won 

nine consecutive games in Denver, has now lost two straight here. 

 

Handcuffed by left-hander Robbie Ray for the first five innings, the Rockies finally broke through in the sixth, staking a 3-1 

lead. Ray plunked Carlos Gonzalez and walked Chris Iannetta, ending Ray’s afternoon. That set the table for pinch hitters 

Gerardo Parra and Raimel Tapia to deliver in the clutch. Parra coxed an RBI single through the right side off Silvino 

Bracho, followed by Tapia’s line-drive single to right off Andrew Chafin. DJ LeMahieu‘s sacrifice fly scored Parra for the 

third run of the inning. 

 

Story’s solo homer off Randall Delgado in the seventh and an RBI single by Gonzalez pushed the lead to 5-1. 

 

“I thought our guys battled on every pitch today and we had a good game plan in the box,” manager Bud Black said. 

 

Colorado pulled off multiple escape acts to keep the game close early. In the fourth, Arizona right fielder Steven Souza led 

off with a triple, but he was stranded at third when Freeland struck out the side. In the fifth, Nick Ahmed blasted a one-out 
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double and Freeland was on the ropes again. And when A.J. Pollock rocketed a ball to deep left-center, Freeland, thinking 

it was a home run, put his hands on his knees. But a gusty wind was blowing into Coors Field and knocked the ball down 

just enough to allow Noel Cuevas to make the catch on the warning track. 

 

“Absolutely, I thought it was gone,” Freeland said. “Coming out of my hand, I saw the line the pitch was on. It was a 

changeup and it was up in the zone, and I know Pollock has some pop, and once I saw him swing and I heard the crack of 

the bat, I thought it was gone. I turned around, let out a couple of words and look to left field and Cuevas is making the 

catch.” 

 

Colorado’s premier magic act arrived in the sixth, courtesy of Arenado. John Ryan Murphy scorched a 99 mph shot to 

Arenado at third. The ball glanced off Arenado and into the air, but he barehanded the ball and threw a strike to catcher 

Chris Iannetta, who tagged out Souza at the plate. The play saved at least one run. 

 

Freeland has certainly been sharper than he was Thursday, but he hung tough, giving up six hits with four strikeouts. His 

only walk was an intentional pass. The left-hander lowered his ERA to 3.11. At Coors Field, the Denver native is 6-2 with 

a 2.76 ERA. 

 

Asked if his performance was another sign of his budding maturity, Freeland answered, “A little bit. You have to go with 

what’s working and go with your strengths on that day, keep the game as close as possible and give your team a chance 

to win.” 

 

Oberg, who got the win, combined with Chris Rusin, Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis to blank the Arizona after Freeland’s 

departure. 
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Rockies’ Nolan Arenado won’t participate in home run derby; here are the reasons why 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado will be at Nationals Stadium Monday night when the sluggers start slugging during the annual home run 

derby, the big event prior to Tuesday night’s 89th All-Star Game. 

 

The Rockies’ four-time all-star third baseman — voted in as a starter for the second year in a row — will enjoy every 

minute of the derby. Yet, despite heading into Thursday’s action tied for the National League lead with 23 home runs, 

Arenado will not participate in the derby. 

 

“I’ve been asked before, but I didn’t get asked this year,” Arenado said Thursday before the Rockies hosted Arizona at 

Coors Field. “That’s OK with me, I would just as soon get some rest, enjoy and get ready for the second half of the 

season.” 

 

Arenado has averaged 40 home runs over the past three seasons, but the idea of participating in the home run derby has 

never been a high priority for him. 

 

“It’s never really grabbed my eye, for some reason,” he said. “I’d like to say that one day I will want to do it, but for now, I 

just enjoy hanging out.” 

 

And, Arenado admitted, he’s not a natural slugger like the Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton or Aaron Judge, who won last 

year’s derby. 

 

“Home runs don’t come as easy for me, for sure,” Arenado said. “Plus, I don’t want to force it and maybe pick up a bad 

habit. I’ve seen some guys have bad second halves after the (derby), so that freaks me out a little bit, too.” 

 

Derby participants 

Here are the match-ups for the first round of Monday’s home run derby: 

 

Left side of bracket 
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1. Jesus Aguilar, Brewers vs. 8. Rhys Hoskins, Phillies 

4. Alex Bregman, Astros vs. 5. Kyle Schwarber, Cubs 

 

Right side of bracket 

2. Bryce Harper, Nationals vs. 7 Freddie Freeman, Braves 

3. Max Muncy, Dodgers vs. 6. Javier Baez, Cubs 
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Stark: The Useless Info Dept., Who’s Pitching Now Edition 
 
Jayson Stark | TheAthletic.com | July 13, 2018 
   

If your favorite shortstop hasn’t pitched for your favorite team lately, they clearly didn’t get the memo – because position 

players on the mound is now, officially, the coolest baseball fad ever. 

 

We’ve had 30 of them pitch this year, just two short of the all-time record for a full season. And we haven’t even made it 

through the All-Star break. 

 

So join with us now as the Useless Information Department recaps the week in wackiness – a week full of pitchers 

heading for the mound, walkoffs that barely left the batter’s box, a guy who walked and whiffed in the same at-bat and, of 

course, more great moments in Bartolo-mania. 

 

MYSTERY PITCHERS OF THE WEEK 

I’m not sure how I came to be regarded as America’s foremost expert in mystery pitchers and their special charismatic ilk. 

But I guess that’s what happens when you keep track of every time a position player pitches — for 25 years. 

 

At any rate, I’m there. So I have an important announcement: 

 

We have just witnessed the greatest week and a half in the history of position players pitching. Yeah, ever. 

 

Mark Reynolds pitched – the day after a 10-RBI game… Jeff Mathis pitched – and got an “LP” next to his name in the box 

score… Jesús Sucre pitched – in a game the Rays were winning… And then there was Wednesday night. 

 

I hope it’s not a five-alarm stop-everything-you-were-doing-RIGHT-NOW sirens-blaring type of event in everyone’s 

household when a position player comes in to pitch – in the fourth inning. But in my world, hoo boy. 

 

My phone starts vibrating like one of those buzzers you get while you’re waiting for a table in a restaurant. And next thing I 

know, I find myself watching an 18-1 game – for the next hour and a half. 
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So I sat there mesmerized as Daniel Descalso and Alex Avila went to the mound in Denver and chewed up 14 outs. In a 

real game. And this was happening on the same night that, in Cleveland, the Reds’ Alex Blandino was piling up a 

scoreless, two-strikeout inning – against a team that had scored 19 runs against the Reds’ actual pitchers. 

 

That. Happened. 

 

So here’s our look at the greatest week and a half of mystery-pitching ever: 

 

RAISING ARIZONA 

 

What took place in this Rockies-Diamondbacks game is something you might never see again. Or, come to think of it – 

considering that 15* position players have pitched just in the last month – you might see it again before you hit the pillow 

tonight. But here’s what made this game such a classic: 

 

DESCALSO IN THE 4TH? When D-Backs super-utility wiz Daniel Descalso entered this game – after his actual pitching 

staff had gotten just 10 outs – he did something most of us had never seen before. He was only the third true position 

player in the last 60 years to show up on the mound as early as the fourth inning. The others: 

 

— Sal Bando for the Brewers, on Aug. 29, 1979 (pitched the fourth, fifth and sixth! More on this game shortly). 

 

— The one and only Rocky Colavito, for the Yankees, on Aug. 25, 1968 (got eight outs in the fourth, fifth and sixth – and 

was awarded a win by the official scorer for his trouble). 

 

THE EIGHT-OUT CLUB – Descalso would go on to record eight outs himself in this game. And did you know that just five 

other true position players in the last 50 years have gotten that many (or more) in a game? 

 

Bando and Colavito are two of them. There was Manny Castillo (8 outs, 8 hits, 7 runs) in 1983. And Craig Kusick (11 

outs!) in 1979. And the inimitable Gene “Stick” Michael (nine outs) in 1968. But the most notable of the others was the last 

man to do it – 30 years ago. 
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That was the great José Oquendo, back on May 14, 1988. And, incredibly, he got 12 outs – and a loss – out of his stellar 

work twirling through the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th innings of a Cardinals-Braves marathon. He was the first non-pitcher to 

get a decision as a pitcher in 20 years at the time. Boy, those were the days. 

 

TOUCH ‘EM ALL – It wouldn’t be quite accurate to call this the “highlight” of Descalso’s night. But he did serve up a 447-

foot home run to German Márquez in the fifth. And let’s just say it isn’t every night you see a pitcher hit a home run off a 

position player. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, the only other time that’s happened in the 58 seasons of the 

expansion era is June 23, 1986 – Mike LaCoss off Dane Iorg. That was 322 position-player pitching appearances ago! 

 

THE BEST AVILA-BLE ARM – Once Descalso’s mound work was done, in marched Avila to spin off two shutout innings, 

making him the first position player to do that since Brendan Ryan, for the Yankees, on Aug. 25, 2015. But the big news 

was… this had just become, by my count, only the third game in the last 100 years in which two true position players got 

at least six outs apiece. The other two: 

 

— July 31, 1956 – Twin brothers Johnny and Eddie O’Brien went two innings apiece for the Pirates in a 7-0 loss to the 

Cardinals. 

 

—  (Wait for it…) Sept. 2, 1918 – On the last day of the 1918 season, the Tigers pointed both Ty Cobb (yeah, that Ty 

Cobb) and Bobby Veach to the mound for two innings – in a game they won (7-3) against the White Sox. 

 

(ASTERISK ALERT: Here’s the tricky part of that note. On July 22, 1945, the Phillies used “position players” Ray 

Monteagudo and Jimmie Foxx to work a combined 6 1/3 innings of an 8-5 loss to the Cubs. But wait! Monteagudo actually 

got to the big leagues as a pitcher, and Foxx pitched nine times that year. So we’re not counting that one. Sorry. Rene 

and Jimmie can contact their legal representatives if they have a problem with that!) 

 

POSITION PLAYERS 1, PITCHERS 0 – But now for the greatest achievement of all. Descalso and Avila became – ta-

daaa – only the second position-player tag team in the expansion era to get more outs in a game (14) than the guys who 

get paid to pitch for their team (10). 
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The only other time that happened? It was in that fabled Sal Bando game in 1979. Bando went three. Jim Gantner pitched 

the seventh. Buck Martinez then finished it up. Real pitchers in that game: 3 innings, 13 hits, 15 runs, 3 home runs. Non-

pitchers in that game: 5 innings, 5 hits, 3 runs, 0 homers. Verdict: Mystery pitchers! 

 

The Descalso-Avila game totals weren’t quite as lopsided, but… Real pitchers: 3 1/3 innings, 14 hits, 16 runs, 3 home 

runs. Non-pitchers: 4 2/3 innings, 5 hits, 3 runs, 2 home runs. Once again…verdict: Mystery pitchers! 

 

THE SCOUTING REPORTS – Of course we checked with scouts on the scene about this! 

 

Descalso: Hit 83 on the gun once and 82 another time, but mostly relied on a curve and slider that were clocked at 

anywhere from 55 (yep, 55) to 70 mph. Asked if Descalso reminded him of any other famous pitchers, one scout quipped: 

“Nobody since the Little League World Series.” 

 

Avila: Threw 13 consecutive curveballs, all of them clocked between 71 and 75 mph. So what was the most dazzling skill 

in his pitching repertoire? He got through two innings like lightning, said one scout: “The seventh inning stretch happened. 

The next thing I knew, it was the ninth. I hardly even realized they changed pitchers.” 

 

DON’T PICK THE KNUCKLEBERRIES 

 

Then there was Alex Blandino. From the Reds’ point of view, he almost singlehandedly salvaged their 19-4 wipeout in 

Cleveland. He pitched the final inning, and what an outing – at least by mystery-pitcher standards. Hit 90 mph on the gun. 

Got two swinging strikeouts – one on a knuckleball (Brandon Guyer), the other on a 90.4-mph fastball (Roberto Pérez). 

 

Not impressed yet? Here’s your definitive list of position players in the last 10 seasons who have thrown a shutout inning 

with two strikeouts or more: 

 

— Alex Blandino (Wednesday). 

— J.D. Davis, Astros (Sept. 9, 2017, vs. Oakland). 

— Danny Worth, Tigers (May 22, 2014 vs. Texas). 
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—  (Asterisk alert…) Chris Davis pitched two shutout innings, with two whiffs, in a crazy Orioles-Red Sox 17-inning game 

on May 6, 2012. (He was the winning pitcher. Red Sox outfielder Darnell McDonald was the losing pitcher.) But Davis 

never K’d two in any inning. So that’s a separate achievement, right? Right. Now back to Blandino. 

 

“You know, you hear guys (who are position players) say they’ve got a great knuckleball, but they never get in a game,” 

said one longtime exec who swears he watched every pitch of Blandino’s magical outing. “But this guy’s knuckleball was 

pretty good. I mean, he got a strikeout – of a big-league hitter. He just looked like a pitcher. He had the glove up to his 

face and his eyes staring straight over the glove. He was impressive.” 

 

Asked if he thought Blandino had a future in pitching, the exec laughed and said: “Sure. When it’s 18-4 on the road again 

in the bottom of the eighth, yeah, I’d pitch him.” 

 

IN OTHER NEWS 

 

As for those other position players who pitched… 

 

MARK REYNOLDS – Had the most, um, unusual series of all time last weekend against Miami. Hit a walkoff homer 

Friday… Drove in 10 runs Saturday… Pitched and got the last out of a 10-2 loss Sunday. Of course nobody has done all 

of that in the same series. Nobody has ever driven in 10 runs and achieved either of those other two legs of that trifecta in 

the same series. Trust me. I checked. 

 

JEFF MATHIS – Became the first man in modern history to catch 15 innings and pitch in the same game Sunday. Gave 

up a game-winning 16th-inning homer to Wil Myers. So that made Mathis the first position player to take a loss on the 

mound since Darwin Barney did it, for Toronto, in a 19-inning game on July 1, 2016. But if it makes him feel better, he’s 

the eighth true position player to lose a game on the mound in the last 10 years. It happened twice in the previous 40 

years! 

 

JESÚS SUCRE – Unlike Mathis, the Rays’ trusty backup catcher caught none of the first 15 innings of his team’s 9-6 win 

over the Marlins on July 3. But when the Rays erupted for five runs in the top of the 16th, Kevin Cash actually waved for 

him to pitch the bottom of the 16th. Which seemed like a fun idea until the first four hitters went single-single-single-sac 
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fly. Which actually proved to be effective setup work, because it set up José Alvarado for a save – as his team’s ninth 

pitcher of the day. 

 

But enough about him. Here are the only other position players in the last 60 years to get called in to pitch when their 

team had a lead (and who weren’t already pitching in the game when their team took that lead): 

 

— Andrew Romine, Tigers (Sept. 30, 2017): Got one out in a game in which he played all nine positions. 

— Shane Halter, Tigers (Oct. 1, 2000): Faced one hitter (and walked him) in a game where he, too, played all nine 

positions. (It’s a Tigers thing.) 

— Rocky Colavito (yeah him, again, on Aug. 25, 1968): We’ve covered this. Entered with his team leading, 4-1, in the 

fourth and stuck around long enough to be the winning pitcher! 

 

Wow. How about that. Jesús Sucre: Should have gotten way more famous for this. Don’t you think? 

 

NINE-FOOT-WALKOFF OF THE WEEK 

We all have our niches in life. Alex Bregman just happens to have the strangest but truest niche of all time: 

 

The accidental infield walkoff something-or-other! 

 

We’ll get to what he did Tuesday – the strangest but truest nine-foot walkoff whatever-that-was in baseball history – in a 

moment. But we remind you that back on April 8, the Astros’ favorite human dust storm was the man who hit a seemingly 

humdrum pop-up against the Padres that Eric Hosmer somehow managed to turn into a walkoff whatever-that-was by 

overrunning it. 

 

So we checked in with our friends from Sports Info Solutions. And here’s what we found: 

 

— Their tale of the tape on that pop-up in April pegged it as having traveled exactly 38 feet. 

— Their tale of the tape on Bregman’s walkoff squibber Tuesday estimated that one came to rest a whopping nine feet 

from home plate. 
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So that’s two walkoffs by one man, with a total distance of 47 feet? Who does that, you ask? No one, says Sports Info 

Solutions. Well, no one else, they mean. 

 

Their database of batted balls goes back 17 seasons to 2002. Nobody else has had two walkoff anythings that traveled 38 

feet or shorter in their whole careers. And Alex Bregman has had two in three months. Because of course he has. 

 

“It seems like every time something crazy happens,” Astros broadcast witticist Steve Sparks told Useless Info, “he’s right 

in the middle of it.” 

 

Doesn’t it? But it doesn’t get much crazier than the goofy walkoff Tuesday in the 11th inning. Furious swing. Balls spins in 

the dirt in foul territory, then suddenly veers back into fair territory and stops, nine feet up the line. How did it go fair 

anyway? 

 

“It didn’t want to be a foul ball,” Sparks theorized. 

 

Then A’s catcher Jonathan Lucroy scooped it up. And because Bregman thought it was a foul ball, he hadn’t run. So as 

Lucroy reached to tag him, Bregman was actually backpedaling backwards in the direction of the batter’s box. But the 

baseball then mysteriously popped out of Lucroy’s bare hand. So off went Bregman, pumping furiously toward first base. 

 

“What was the ‘Hit Probability?’” Sparks asked. “About 4 percent? It might be zero. It might be the first zero-percent fair 

ball.” 

 

Nope, we told him, after some exhaustive research. It was actually judged by Statcast to have a 7 percent hit probability. 

 

“Wow, 7 percent seems high,” Sparks said. “I guess it’s the equivalent of an almost perfect bunt. But as soon as Bregman 

doesn’t leave the batter’s box, you lose all probability that it would be hit. It might be a probability of a hit if he was 

running. But he didn’t run. And not only that. The catcher was out ahead of him. On a bunt, you’re running out of the box 

so the catcher is behind you. Then you’ve got the probability of a hit. But he’s not running. It’s a full swing. He thinks it’s 

foul. And the catcher is out ahead of him? It’s got to be zero. Outside of a heart attack, it’s got to be an out. And I think he 

lived through it.” 
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Oh, he lived through it, all right. But even that part got slightly precarious – because Bregman was only safe at first when 

Lucroy’s throw conked him in the batting helmet and caromed into walkoff land. How did that happen? 

 

“It’s called the Bregman Effect,” Sparks reported, accurately. 

 

Of all the strange-but-true stuff that had to happen for a nine-foot squibber to become a walkoff, the strangest was this: 

How did an all-star catcher miss the tag when neither he nor the “runner” were actually “running?” You’d have to conclude 

it’s because Alex Bregman just has Adrian Peterson-type miss-ability, right? 

 

“That’s exactly what it was,” Sparks said. “Or maybe Barry Sanders. Barry Sanders had that maneuverability, to avoid 

contact. And that’s Alex. He reminds me of Barry Sanders. Two steps. Backpedals. Jackknifes his body to avoid the tag. 

It’s amazing. 

 

“Or possibly,” Sparks said, with a laugh, “he has a voodoo doll in his back pocket and he can maneuver the defenders the 

way he wants.” 

 

So let’s see now. In just half a season, Bregman already has walked it off with a 38-foot-pop-up and a 9-foot swinging 

bunt. So what can he possibly do for his next walkoff trick? 

 

“I say he leans into an eephus pitch with the bases loaded,” Sparks predicted. “How about that one?” 

 

Hold on, we retorted. Who the heck would throw Alex Bregman an eephus pitch with the bases loaded? 

 

“Steven Wright – in the ALDS,” quipped Sparks, former knuckleball king that he is. 

 

“And if that happens,” he laughed, “you and I are going to Vegas.” 

 

USELESS INFO OF THE WEEK 
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SALE OF THE CENTURY – It’s not up to us to say which pitcher starts the All-Star Game. But we root for history. So how 

about this: If Chris Sale starts for the American League, it would be the third year in a row he’s done that. 

 

The only other pitchers to start an All-Star Game three years in a row? That would be just Robin Roberts, from 1953-55 

and Lefty Gomez, from 1933-35 (the first three All-Star Games ever). 

 

And if Max Scherzer starts for the NL? He would be the first reigning Cy Young ever to start an All-Star Game in his home 

park. So as we were saying, we always root for history. 

 

ROYAL PAIN – What a year for the Royals. Astonishingly, they’ve already had losing streaks of nine games, nine games 

and 10 games. A little painful perspective on what that means: 

 

They won’t want to hear that the last team to rip off three separate losing streaks of nine games or more before the all-star 

break was… Choo Choo Coleman’s 1962 Mets! (They had streaks of nine, 10 and 12.) 

 

And, well, the Royals also won’t want to hear that the Yankees have had just three separate losing streaks that long in the 

last 65 years. And they’ve had none since (gulp) 1982!  

 

BOX SCORE LINE OF THE WEEK – Your official take-one-for-the-team hero of the week is Elieser Hernández, who 

kindly gave up 10 runs – in relief – last Saturday for the Marlins, in their messy 18-4 loss to the Nationals. (His line: 2 1/3 

IP, 8 H, 10 R, 10 ER, 2 BB, 0 K.) So how rare was that? 

 

— Last pitcher to give up double digits in relief, according to Baseball-Reference.com’s invaluable Play Index: KC’s Vin 

Mazzaro, in his legendary 2 1/3-11-14-14-3-2 game of May 16, 2011. 

— Last NL pitcher to give up 10+ runs in relief: Arizona’s Eddie Oropesa (1/23-9-10-10-3-1), on Sept. 2, 2002. 

— And to steal a fun idea from Doug “Kernels” Kern, last to do it in Washington against a team from DC: Nels Potter (5 

1/3-12-10-10-5-3) for the St. Louis Browns, on Aug. 1, 1943. 

 

BARTOLO-MANIA – What are we going to do when Bartolo Colon isn’t around anymore to keep supplying us with cool 

Useless Info tidbits? Don’t even think about that! For his latest trick, he threw a complete game last weekend – at age 45. 
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Did you know that over the last 70 years, the only right-handed non-knuckleballers as old as Bartolo to throw a complete 

game are Nolan Ryan (1992), Bobo Newsom (1953) and Satchel Paige (1952)? How about that group! 

 

JAKE-ING IT – On Wednesday, for the 10th time this season, Jacob deGrom gave up one earned run or none in a start of 

seven innings or more. You know how that turned out. Of those 10 awesome starts, he has won exactly three of them. 

 

Meanwhile, in Cincinnati, Sal Romano has made 15 starts this year where he has given up at least one homer. He has 

won four of them. 

 

STRANGEST BUT TRUEST FEATS OF THE WEEK 

INDECISION – Have you ever noticed in life that some people take forever to get to a decision? Well, that’s where 

Brewers left-hander Mike Zagurski comes in. As loyal reader/tweeter Benjamin Hill (@bensbiz) reports, Zagurski just took 

the first loss of his career, in relief against the Reds. But that wasn’t the strange-but-true part. 

 

The strange-but-true part is that it gave him a lifetime big-league record of 1-1. Which isn’t that crazy, except the loss 

came in 2018 – and the win came in 2007 (11 years and 23 days earlier)! Try that on your PlayStation sometime. 

 

— Last pitcher to go longer than Zagurski between his first and second major-league decision? Elias reports it was Ken 

Penner, nearly 90 years ago! He went 12 years, 354 days between his first win in 1916 and his first loss in 1929. He, too, 

finished at 1-1. 

— Last pitcher to go longer than Zagurski between decisions, period? Elias says that was Fred Johnson – eight decades 

ago! He managed to go 15 years, 87 days – from 1923 to 1938 – between any kind of decision. 

 

WHO NEEDS A STINKING AT-BAT? – Thanks to loyal reader Dan Lewis for pointing us toward the fascinating saga of 

Mets pitcher Drew Gagnon. He made his major-league debut Tuesday, got to the plate one time and hit a sacrifice fly. But 

the fact that he has now driven in more runs over the last two months than Yoenis Cespedes isn’t the strange-but-true 

part. 
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The strange-but-true part derives from this question: If Gagnon never makes it back to the big leagues (or back to home 

plate), would he be the first player to end his career with one RBI – but no official at-bats? 

 

The answer, according to Lee Sinins’ Complete Baseball Encyclopedia is: Yes! Since RBIs became an official stat in 

1920, no one has ever had a career of zero at-bats but even one RBI. 

 

IT WAS JUST 17 – Thanks to our friends at Stats LLC for pointing out that when the Reds fell behind the Indians, 17-0, 

Wednesday night, it was only the third time in the live-ball era (now 99 seasons old) that an NL team had found itself 

trailing by at least 17 runs after a mere four innings. But that isn’t the strange-but-true part. 

 

The strange-but-true part is that all three of those times, the team that found itself 17 behind was the Reds – on July 14, 

1934 (against the Phillies), on May 21, 1952 (against the Dodgers) and Wednesday (against the Indians). But that isn’t 

even the strangest-but-truest part. 

 

The strangest-but-truest part is that on the very same night, the Diamondbacks fell 17 runs behind the Rockies (18-1) 

after four innings. Which means … 

 

This happened twice in 98 seasons – and then twice in two hours. 

 

SEVEN HEAVEN – Let’s hear it for the Reds, the strangest but truest team of the week. Their inning-by-inning line score 

Tuesday was a classic: 

 

000 000 007 

 

Shut out for eight innings by the Indians. Score seven – all with two outs – in the ninth. You don’t see that much. 

 

Last time any Reds team got shut out for the first eight innings and then rallied to win with that many runs (or more) in the 

ninth? It was Ivey Wingo’s 1919 Reds, who scored eight in the ninth to beat the Phillies at Baker Bowl on Aug. 23, 1919. 

 

And it only took them 99 years to do it again. 
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DON’T FEED THE PANDA – Only Pablo Sandoval could walk and strike out – in the same at-bat. So how’d he pull that 

off? Wasn’t that hard. 

 

Lost track of the count and jogged down to first base after – oops! – ball three. Then traipsed back to the box for the 3-2 

pitch – and whiffed. Thanks for playing – and for entertaining the Strange But True Department! 
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Bud Black’s prediction is coming true after the Rockies finally sneak a series from the Diamondbacks 
 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Jul 13, 2018 
 

DENVER — A gnarly red patch on the weather radar evaporated at the last minute Thursday, saving 41,410 fans at Coors 

Field from the bother of thunder and rain. But the Rockies had already survived their storm. 

 

For months, ever since rain and snow were wrecking games across the country in April, Rockies manager Bud Black 

never yielded in his belief that the National League West will be decided in late September. He has annoyed even himself 

with the echo of his conviction. 

 

If Black is right, if the West will be won in September, it could still be lost in the dog days. And an unpleasant stretch 

through June left them closer to the cellar than contention. 

 

But after a 17-run blowout of the Diamondbacks the night before, Black saw a chance to pounce. Was there some extra 

managing Thursday in the Rockies’ 5-1 victory over Arizona? 

 

“Fair question,” Black said. “Every game is important, but I thought we really had a chance to win this game.” 

 

After winning just one of seven games against division-leading Arizona to start the season, the Rockies finally won two in 

a row and a fourth consecutive series overall. At 48-45, they are just 2 1/2 games back in the West. 

 

Just two weeks ago, the Rockies sank eight games back as the D-backs streaked to the front. They weathered the slump 

behind a surging pitching rotation and Nolan Arenado’s timely call-out when he hit his limit talking about turning around a 

losing skid. 

 

“We’ve been talking about this since April,” he said two weeks ago. “How are we going to turn it around? Blah blah.” 

 

Now they have. 

 

The Rox are 10-3 since then. And their four consecutive series wins have each come against winning teams. 
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Thursday’s victory was a showcase. The lure of finally taking down a division-leader led Black to trot out a prime-time 

lineup for a day game, a situation is often used as rest days for star players. 

 

It worked. The Rockies patiently waited out D-backs lefty Robbie Ray through five innings, then small-balled three runs in 

the sixth on consecutive bottom-lineup singles from Gerardo Parra and Raimel Tapia and a sacrifice fly from DJ 

LeMahieu. With Ray bounced, All-Star Trevor Story homered in the seventh off reliever Randall Delgado and Carlos 

González singled in Ian Desmond. 

 

“(Ray) got us to swing a couple times at the slider below the zone when we had some guys on,” Black said. “When you’re 

throwing the ball 93-95 mph and then you have a hard slider, it’s tough. But we competed every pitch in the box. We had 

a good game plan against them. And by the fifth inning, he was at 92 pitches.” 

 

Rockies lefty Kyle Freeland pitched again in a difficult matchup and the 25-year-old from Denver again exceeded his 

veteran counterpart. The one run he allowed over 5 1/3 innings topped Ray as “both those guys had to work their asses 

off to get through five innings,” Black said. Freeland in his past three starts has led Colorado to victories over Ray, 

Madison Bumgarner and James Paxton. 

 

“It was a grind,” Freeland said. 

 

He was boosted by a dangerous play at third base from Arenado, when catcher John Ryan Murphy smashed a ball down 

the line with Steven Souza running from third: 

 

“Those are my nightmares,” Arenado said. “I’m moved in, righty, top-spinner. Those are the ones I don’t like, the ones you 

get uncomfortable with.” 

 

A year ago in mid-July, the Rockies were 13 games over .500 but headed in the wrong direction. In a similar two-week 

stretch, they cratered from first place to third at 9 1/2 games back. The Dodgers were running away with the West. 
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This season, though, is playing out like Black envisioned. Arizona dropped into a tie atop the West with Los Angeles. The 

Rockies are in striking distance with three games against Seattle at Coors Field before the All-Star break. The West is up 

for grabs and getting tighter. 

 

The Rockies are three games above .500, but one series and some luck separates them from first place. 

 

“At this point in the season,” Freeland said, “all games are important, but especially where we’re at in the division facing a 

rival at the top. It was a good win.” 
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How the Rockies fought back into contention with a wild blowout win — and how it could still slip away 
 
Nick Groke | TheAthleitc.com | Jul 12, 2018 
   

DENVER — At the capital of weird — where Rocky Mountain oysters are on the menu (look it up, or don’t), where the 

tract of outfield grass is large enough to blanket some small cities, where the third deck is exactly one mile above the 

ocean — baseball games can corkscrew into another dimension. 

 

Add the Rockies’ 19-2 landslide past the Diamondbacks on Wednesday to the short list of Coors Field’s most extreme 

oddities. A pitcher homered off a position player for the second time since 1962. Two position players pitched for two or 

more innings for the first time since 1945. In 4,080 games since the inception of the Rockies, they have scored 19 or more 

runs just eight times. Wednesday’s game exists in the 0.2 percentile. 

 

“I don’t know what to think of some it,” Colorado center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. 

 

“We just whacked the ball. I’d like to think that means we’ll continue to do that. But realistically, you’re not going to score 

19 runs a lot. You play 162 games a year, crazy things are bound to happen.” 

 

What does it really mean? The Rockies’ trouncing of rival Arizona arrived not a game too soon. The Diamondbacks had 

won nine consecutive games at Coors Field and were 6-1 against the Rockies overall this season. Colorado entered 

Wednesday in fourth place in the National League West in large part because Arizona held a foot on their necks. 

 

But 17-run deficits are blips, easily dismissed as deviations from the norm. Or might it be a turning point for the Rockies? 

 

“It wasn’t a fluke,” Blackmon said. 

 

Over one calendar week, the Rockies more than halved their deficit in the West, from 8 games to 3 1/2. In quick order, 

they changed the complexion of their season, tipping toward the status of contender with fewer than three weeks until 

baseball’s trade deadline. 

 

Here, two notable reasons for the Rockies’ turnaround — and two more that could burst their bubble: 
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HOW THEY FOUGHT BACK: 

 

1. Pitching, duh. 

 

German Márquez will remember Wednesday’s whomping as the game he homered, his first career shot. When he tells 

the story later, he might leave out the part about the opposing pitcher. Arizona, in a desperate attempt to save its bullpen 

in a blowout, sent second baseman Daniel Descalso to the mound to pitch in the fourth inning. 

 

Pitcher-on-infielder violence ensued. Márquez nailed a 447-foot shot to left field. 

 

“I’d be lying to you if I didn’t say that sometimes I think, ‘Hey, I gotta go yard at some point,'” Márquez said. “He left a 

breaking ball hanging and I made him pay.” 

 

But let’s not let Márquez get ahead of himself. His job is to pitch. And the Rockies rode a now four-man pitching rotation 

back above water, led by three arms. In the past three turns of the rotation: 

 

* Márquez is 3-0 with a 1.80 ERA, with 22 strikeouts against just two walks. 

* Tyler Anderson is 2-1 with a 0.41 ERA (one run allowed in 22 innings). 

* Kyle Freeland is 2-1 with 1.42 ERA (three runs in 19 innings) with victories against Madison Bumgarner and James 

Paxton. 

 

In their past 14 games, Rockies starters have a 2.37 ERA — and the team is 9-5 over that stretch. 

 

2. Nolan’s call-out 

 

Nolan Arenado, the Rockies’ all-star third baseman, also faced Descalso, in the fourth inning. But he did not carry the 

same confidence. 

 

“I was more nervous for that at-bat than I have been for any at-bat in a long time,” Arenado said. “He was smiling at me. I 

was tripping out.” 



    

37 
 

 

Arenado, in a two-strike count, fought off a pitch and punched a run-scoring single to right. “It was awkward,” he said. “My 

heart was beating fast. I didn’t want to get out because I knew I’d hear about it. It’s hard facing guys like that. It’s a lose-

lose situation. You get a hit, you were supposed to. If you didn’t, everybody makes fun of you.” 

 

If the Rockies’ roll back into the NL West coincided with a pitching surge, it also was boosted by words. Arenado two 

weeks ago called out his disappointment in another middling season. 

 

“I’m tired of coming to the ballpark and losing,” he said then. That’s exactly when the Rockies took off. 

 

Arenado is slugging .667 in July with a 1.129 OPS. His 23 homers this season are tied for the NL lead. 

 

HOW IT COULD GO WRONG: 

 

1. Bullpenning 

 

With a four-man rotation carrying the load of innings in July, Colorado’s bullpen took a breather, and with the stress off 

they posted four consecutive games without a run allowed. In six of nine games through Tuesday, they kept a clean 

sheet, with a 3.13 ERA over 23 innings during that stretch. 

 

But on Tuesday, the D-Backs blasted lefty Jake McGee for three runs without an out and Scott Oberg for another in an 

inning. Arizona waited through Anderson’s strong start, then took advantage for a 5-3 victory. 

 

They are no longer the worst bullpen in baseball by ERA. That honor belongs to Cleveland, a bullpen with a nickname 

problem and an even thinner staff. And Bryan Shaw returned from a calf injury Wednesday to pitch a scoreless eighth 

inning with two strikeouts and a walk. 

 

But after spending $106 million on bullpen upgrades last winter, the Rockies’ most glaring hole as they approach the trade 

deadline is, again, among relievers. 
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2. Still chasing 

 

The Diamondbacks, dating back to a wild-card victory last October, have owned the Rockies — especially at Coors Field. 

They had won nine straight in Denver before Wednesday. And it was wearing on the Rockies. 

 

“We have trouble against this team. We all know it,” Arenado said. “Just getting a win in against them has been really hard 

for us.” 

 

Arizona flew a white flag in the middle innings Wednesday, sending two position players to pitch a total of 4 2/3 innings. 

But the Rockies, Arenado said, will take any uplift they can against the division leaders, especially a 19-run avalanche. 

 

“It means a lot,” Arenado said. “White flag or not, we scored a lot of runs.” 
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Story homers as Rockies beat Diamondbacks 5-1 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 13, 2018 
 

DENVER -- No pitcher homers on Thursday. Just a well-played game for Nolan Arenado and company. 

 

Gerardo Parra and Raimel Tapia had pinch-hit RBI singles in Colorado's three-run sixth inning, helping the Rockies to a 5-

1 victory over the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

 

Colorado took two of three for its first series win against Arizona since May 5-7, 2017. The Rockies hit five homers in a 

19-2 victory Wednesday night, including the first career drive for right-hander German Marquez, but they took the finale 

behind a timely rally and solid defense. 

 

"They've given us a really hard time, so to win a series finally at home against them feels really good," Arenado said. 

 

Trevor Story homered for the Rockies, and Kyle Freeland pitched six-hit ball into the sixth inning. DJ LeMahieu had two 

hits and drove in a run. 

 

Colorado trailed 1-0 before its rally in the sixth. 

 

Arizona left-hander Robbie Ray (3-2) hit Carlos Gonzalez and walked Chris Iannetta with one out before he was replaced 

by Silvino Bracho, who was called up before the game. Parra then hit a tying single to right, and Tapia followed with 

another single off Andrew Chafin. LeMahieu drove in Parra with a sacrifice fly. 

 

"The Iannetta at-bat was very crucial and I think it swung the game a little bit," Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. "Chris 

is a very experienced hitter. He's going to fight you all the way through the entire at-bat." 

 

The Rockies added two more in the seventh on Story's 18th homer off of Randall Delgado and Gonzalez's RBI single. 

 

"We got a couple of clutch hits and we put an inning together," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "We nicked their bullpen 

a little bit and our bullpen did a good job." 
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Scott Oberg (3-0) got two outs for the win. 

 

The Diamondbacks jumped in front on A.J. Pollock's RBI single in the first. Paul Goldschmidt and Steven Souza Jr. each 

had two hits. 

 

Souza led off the fourth with a triple and hit a leadoff double in the sixth and was stranded each time. Ketel Marte, John 

Ryan Murphy and Ray struck out in the fourth, and Souza was thrown out when he tried to score from third on Murphy's 

hard-hit grounder to a drawn-in Arenado in the sixth. 

 

Arenado, a five-time Gold Glove winner at third, knocked Murphy's smash straight up, grabbed it out of the air barehanded 

and threw a strike to Iannetta at home. 

 

"I already knew where I was going to go with it, I had a feeling he was going home," he said. "Luckily enough it popped up 

and it was just right in front of me. It was a big out to save a run there. 

 

"Those are my nightmares. Righty, top-spinner, those are always the ones you get uncomfortable with." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Diamondbacks: RHP Clay Buchholz (strained left oblique) is scheduled to pitch a simulated game on Friday. Lovullo said 

Buchholz will throw 55 to 60 pitches. 

 

Rockies: RHP Chad Bettis (blister) won't be activated from the 10-day DL for a possible start Saturday. Black said he will 

announce the starter for that day on Friday. 

 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Diamondbacks placed right-hander Shelby Miller (right elbow inflammation) and left-hander T.J. McFarland (strained 

left neck) on the 10-day disabled list and recalled right-handers Matt Koch and Bracho from Triple-A. 

 

Miller left Wednesday's loss with elbow tightness and was sent back to Arizona for further evaluation. It was Miller's fourth 

start since returning from Tommy John surgery. 
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"He's going to get an MRI," Lovullo said. "Holding out hope and always optimistic that it's going to be as positive as it can 

be. (Wednesday) night was in a rough spot, he felt bad, but nothing he did was his fault." 

 

UP NEXT 

Diamondbacks: RHP Zack Godley (10-6, 4.85 ERA) will face Anibal Sanchez on Friday to start a three-game series in 

Atlanta. 

 

Rockies: RHP Antonio Senzatela (3-2, 5.34 ERA) opens a three-game home series against Seattle on Friday night. 
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Don't Let Blowout Overshadow Key Developments in Rockies Win 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 13, 2018 
 

By the fourth inning, the Diamondbacks had turned to their position players to pitch the final 4 2/3 innings of a 19-2 

Rockies victory at Coors Field. But in those early innings, when the Rockies were scoring 12 runs off four members of the  

 

Diamondbacks pitching staff en route to ending Arizona's nine-game winning streak at Coors Field, there were critical 

moments and the Rockies responded. 

 

And it starts with the effort of starting pitcher German Marquez, who worked six innings, allowing two runs on five hits. He 

wound up with a victory, keeping his focus at Coors Field, where he had a 7.93 ERA nine previous starts this season 

compared to a 2.62 ERA in his nine starts on the road. 

 

"It is not easy to keep the concentration ," manager Bud Black said in reference to a blowout. "It seems it easy from the 

outside with a huge lead. It's easier said than done. I like the way he responded.He kept the velocity at his norm. I thought 

he pitched. I am very proud of him, as far as handling that type of game." 

 

Marquez said, "The key for me was staying focused in between innings. It was a long time. No matter what the score you 

have to attack the hitter, and I did not deviate from that plan." 

 

It has been a challenge for Marquez at Coors Field this year, although he did not have problems with that the past two 

years. 

 

MARQUEZ ON THE MOUND AT HOME 

Season W L G IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA AVG OBP SLG 

2018 3 5 10 48 66 40 39 10 23 50 7.31 0.33 0.4 0.55 

2017 6 3 13 80.1 81 41 41 15 20 76 4.59 0.26 0.31 0.489 

2016 1 0 3 12 12 3 3 0 2 10 2.25 0.255 0.321 0.383 
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Season W L G IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA AVG OBP SLG 

Career 10 8 26 140.1 159 84 83 25 45 136 5.32 0.285 0.345 0.502 

 

The big blow in the game came in the first inning and was delivered by Ian Desmond. With two outs, the Rockies leading 

2-1,. and two men on base, after Shelby Miller struck out Gerardo Parra. Desmond unloaded a three-run home run that 

gave the Rockies a 5-1 lead. 

 

It was only Desmond's fifth home run at home, compared to 13 on the road this year, and combined with two singles later 

in the game, his average is still only .207 at Coors Field. 

 

"Desi is mentally tough and self-confident," said Black. "He has shown that this season. That was a big swing of the 

game. Parra struck out and it was a 2-1 game. Miller was trying to hang in. If he gets Desi out, it is still 2-1. Desi got hold 

of a hanging breaking ball and we were up 5-1.. 

 

"He is a good player. He's been an All-Star. He has been a productive offensive player. He's been a productive defensive 

player. He is an invested Rockie." 

 

HOME WOES 

Desmond G PA AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB AVG SLG 

Home 42 169 145 19 30 5 1 5 23 20 0.207 0.359 

Away 48 186 173 29 41 5 1 13 31 11 0.237 0.503 

 

Most of all, the Rockies did bring an end to the longest home-field losing streak to a team in franchise history.  And it 

wasn't even close in those nine losses. The Rockies lost by four or more runs in eight of those games. 

 

Now it's up to the Rockies to back the victory up with another. 

 



    

44 
 

"I would like to think it means we are going to continue to do that, but realistically it's one of those things," said Charlie 

Blackmon. "If you play 162 games you are going to have some crazy things happen. We had a good approach that led to 

a win. I don't know that means we are always going to score 19 runs, though." 

 

STREAKING (IN THE WRONG DIRECTION) 

Date  R H Winner Loser Save 

6/21/2017 L 6-16 8-20 T.Walker J.Hoffman  

6/22/2017 L 3-10 7-11 Z.Godley A.Senzatela  

9/1/2017 L 5-9 8-10 T.Walker K.Freeland  

9/2/2017 L 2-6 4-8 P.Corbin J.Gray  

9/3/2017 L 1-5 5-9 Z.Godley G.Marquez J.Sherfy 

6/8/2018 L 4-9 10-12 Z.Greinke G.Marquez  

6/9/2018 L 7-12 9-13 S.Bracho B.Shaw  

6/10/2018 L 3-8 8-10 Z.Godley K.Freeland  

7/10/2018 L 3-5 9-8 R.Delgado J.McGee B.Boxberger 

Average 0-9 3.7-7.1 8.7-11.2    

7/11/2018 W 19-2 19 G.Marquez S.Miller  

 

Rockies outfielder Carlos Gonzalez drove in six runs, one shy of his career-high, and the seventh time in his career he 

drove in six or more runs in a game. It was the third time he accomplished that against the Diamondbacks, the team he 

originally signed with as a 16-year-old out of Venezuela. 

 

REMINDING THE D-BACKS OF WHAT THEY HAD 

Date Opponent  AB R H 2B HR RBI AVG OBP SLG 

9/2/2015 Ari W 9-4 4 2 2 0 2 7 0.5 0.4 2 



    

45 
 

Date Opponent  AB R H 2B HR RBI AVG OBP SLG 

9/23/2010 @Ari L 10-9 5 1 2 0 1 6 0.444 0.4 1.444 

7/3/2011 KC L 16-8 4 2 2 1 1 6 0.462 0.429 1.462 

4/27/2012 NYM W 18-9 6 1 3 0 1 6 0.474 0.45 1.316 

6/5/2013 @Cin W 12-4 5 3 3 0 3 6 0.5 0.48 1.542 

7/26/2015 Cin W 17-7 4 4 3 0 2 6 0.536 0.533 1.643 

7/11/2018 Ari W 19-2 5 4 2 0 2 6 0.515 0.514 1.636 

 

The Rockies 19 runs are one short of the club record. It was the eighth time the Rockies have scored 19 or more runs, 

including two other times against the Diamondbacks when they scored 20. 

 

HIGH POWERED OFFENSE 

Date Vs. R Winner Loser 

9/23/2003 Ari 20-7 D.Oliver B.Webb 

9/20/2005 SD 20-1 J.Wright W.Williams 

9/18/2006 SF 20-8 J.Hampson N.Lowry 

6/7/1996 Atl 19-8 L.Painter M.Bielecki 

6/18/2000 Ari 19-2 M.Yoshii A.Reynoso 

8/8/2007 Mil 19-4 J.Francis Y.Gallardo 

9/25/2011 @Hou 19-3 K.Millwood L.Harrell 

7/11/2018 Ari 19-2 G.Marquez S.Miller 

 

The Diamondbacks, meanwhile, allowed 19 or more runs in a game for the fifth time in the franchise's history -- and the 

third time at Coors Field against the Rockies. 

 

A VISIT TO FORGET 
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Date vs. Score Winner Loser 

10/2/2015 Hou 5-21 D.Keuchel R.De La Rosa 

9/23/2003 @Col 9-21 D.Oliver B.Webb 

6/18/2000 @Col 2-19 M.Yoshii A.Reynoso 

9/2/2002 LA 1-19 O.Perez R.Helling 

7/11/2018 @Col 2-19 G.Marquez S.Miller 
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Friday Stats Watch: Arenado Quickest 3B to 400 EBH 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado doubled in the Rockies win against the Diamondbacks on Thursday. It was the 400th extra -base hit of his 

career in the 807th game, which is quicker than any player in Major League history, who was a primary third baseman. 

The only Rockies player to collect 400 extra-base hits quicker was Todd Helton, who did it in 741 games. 

 

EXTRA, EXTRA 

Player, team Games 400th extra base hit        

Nolan Arenado, Col 807 07/12/2018 vs Ari        

Eddie Mathews, Mil 872 09/16/1957 vs Phi        

Scott Rolen, StL 895 09/25/2002 vs Ari        

Evan Longoria, TB 897 07/20/2014 at Min        

David Wright, NYM 904 06/08/2010 vs SD        

 

The Rockies 5-1 win over the Mariners on Thursday improved their record to 48-45, the first time they have been three 

games above .500 since they were 32-29 on June 6. The record is the sixth best in Rockies history after 93 games, and 

only the ninth time the Rockies have had a winning record after 93 games. 

 

Tm W L W-L% RS RA Rdiff Twl Rank Postseason 

1995 52 41 0.559 511 492 19 77-67 2 Wildcard 

2017 52 41 0.559 466 442 24 87-75 3 Wildcard 

2010 51 42 0.548 452 405 47 83-79 3  

2009 51 42 0.548 474 419 55 92-70 2 Wildcard 

1996 49 44 0.527 569 566 3 83-79 3  

2018 48 45 0.516 449 457 -8 TBD TBD TBD 
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Tm W L W-L% RS RA Rdiff Twl Rank Postseason 

2000 47 46 0.505 575 544 31 82-80 4  

2007 47 46 0.505 458 460 -2 90-73 2 NL Pennant 

2003 47 46 0.505 509 505 4 74-88 4  
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Four targets Rockies could buy at MLB trade deadline 
 
Colin Barnard | MileHighSports.com | July 12, 2018 
 

Two weeks ago, the Colorado Rockies appeared to be sure sellers come the July 31 MLB trade deadline. A June swoon 

had them sitting three games below .500 and eight games back of the first-place Arizona Diamondbacks following a series 

loss to the San Francisco Giants on June 28. 

 

Of course, just a few weeks before that, the Rockies sat atop the division, entering the month of June with the NL West 

lead for the first time in franchise history. 

 

Given the turbulent season, it makes sense that Colorado has clawed its way back into contention for its first NL West 

crown. Following a 19-2 rout of the Diamondbacks Wednesday night, the Rockies have won nine of their last 12 games 

and sit 3.5 games behind the first-place Dodgers. 

 

Now just over two weeks away from the deadline, it seems as if the Rockies and general manager Jeff Bridich have 

invested too much into the season to sit idly by and watch the division beef up. Here’s a look at three arms and one bat 

that could give Colorado a boost in the season’s second half. 

 

RHP Joakim Soria, Chicago White Sox 

 

Soria is quietly enjoying an impressive season in the bullpen for the White Sox. The 34-year-old reliever owns a 2.83 ERA 

and 11.1 K/9 rate while serving as the White Sox’ primary closer this season. He’s walked only nine batters on the year 

and has a park-adjusted ERA 44 percent better than the league average. 

 

Jeff Bridich’s offseason spending in the bullpen has failed to produce close to the desired results. His $106 million gamble 

on relievers Wade Davis, Jake McGee and Bryan Shaw has yielded the MLB’s third-worst bullpen with an ERA of 5.30. 

Adding another reliable arm to the back end of Colorado’s pen could shore up some of those problems, and a veteran like 

Soria with allows them to hold onto the top of their farm system. 

 

RHP Blake Treinen, Oakland Athletics 
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A Treinen-Adam Ottavino combination in the Rockies’ bullpen would be among the most lethal in all of baseball. Treinen 

has been arguably the best reliever in the MLB this season, twirling a 0.98 ERA and 10.98 K/9 with 23 saves. 

 

Rob Friedman 

@PitchingNinja 

 Blake "The Witch" Treinen, 96mph Sinker and 89mph Slider, Overlay  

 

Yeah, that's ridiculous. 😳😳😳😳♀ 

[@maxnate54 request] 

 

Treinen’s sinker sits in the upper-90s and pairs with a sharp-breaking slider and triple-digit fastball that leaves hitters 

dumbfounded. Oakland, however, is in a precarious situation, sitting 11 games above .500 but still six games out of a wild 

card berth. 

 

Should they choose to sell, Treinen is likely going to be one of the best players dealt. Under team control until 2021 and 

making just over $2 million this season, and he would undoubtedly be the most expensive piece for the Rockies on this 

list. But if he’s the answer to their late-game struggles, Treinen is certainly worth the price. 

 

RHP Tyson Ross, San Diego Padres  

 

Manager Bud Black knows Ross from his days with the Padres. Ross and Black were together for two years in San Diego, 

during which the former pitched at a 3.04 ERA and struck out more than a batter per inning while earning his lone All-Star 

appearance. 

 

Since then, Ross suffered through two injury-marred seasons before entering 2018 healthy once again. Prior to struggling 

in his last two starts (15 earned runs, seven innings pitched), Ross was 5-5 with 3.32 ERA. Though his HR/9 is above his 

normally-minuscule rates, Ross’ career ground-ball tendencies would play well in Colorado. Ross is only controlled 

through this year, but he could add experience to a young group of Rockies starters down the stretch. 
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C Wilson Ramos, Tampa Bay Rays  

 

The combination of Chris Iannetta and Tony Wolters have produced only marginal offensive numbers. Tom Murphy has 

been impressive in his limited big-league action this year, but that is far from a certain thing moving forward. 

 

Meanwhile, Wilson Ramos has staked his claim has the best offensive catcher of the 2018 season. His slash line of 

.290/.340/.479 with 14 home runs and 51 RBIs landed him as the AL’s starting catcher in the All-Star Game next week. 

He would immediately supplant the Rockies’ trio of catchers and add a dangerous bat in the middle of the lineup. 

 

Ramos is also controlled for just the remainder of this season, and given his production, the Rays will expect a substantial 

return. Renting Ramos for half a season could prove costly, but if he energizes the offense to its second consecutive 

postseason, it’s easy to imagine him wanting to stay in the friendly confines of Coors Field in coming seasons. 
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Rockies rout Diamondbacks behind strong showing from Freeland, bats 
 
Aniello Piro | MileHighSports.com | July 12, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the Arizona Diamondbacks Thursday afternoon, 5-1; clinching a series victory for the 

Rockies against the National League West rivals and bumped their record to 48-45 on the season. 

 

Like they did in all three games of the series, the Diamondbacks jumped out to a quick lead in the first inning when AJ 

Pollock hit an RBI single to left field off of Rockies starting pitcher Kyle Freeland. 

 

Freeland labored through the first inning as he went on to throw 27 pitches; before settling into a groove throughout the 

afternoon. 

 

The Rockies managed to tie and take the lead in the sixth inning. Carlos Gonzalez started the rally after he was hit by a 

pitch. From there, Chris Iannetta worked a walk to knock Diamondbacks’ starter Robbie Ray out of the ballgame. With a 

pitching change made, Rockies’ manager Bud Black opted to pinch-hit Gerardo Parra in place of Noel Cuevas, a choice 

that proved to be worthwhile as Parra hit a single to right field that scored a run to tie the game. Later in the inning, Raimel 

Tapia hit an RBI single to center field that tipped the score in favor of Colorado. DJ LeMahieu followed with a sacrifice fly 

that plated another run to make the score 3-1. 

 

The Rockies added a pair of runs in the seventh inning, starting with a solo home run by Trevor Story. Ian Desmond later 

worked a walk and scored on an RBI single hit by Gonzalez that put Colorado on top, 5-1. 

 

With a lead, Scott Oberg, Chris Rusin, Adam Ottavino, and Wade Davis locked things down behind Freeland to cement 

the victory for Colorado. 

 

Freeland finished with a line of 5-1/3 innings pitched, allowing one run on six hits while striking out four batters. Freeland 

owns an ERA of 1.93 over his last six starts and an ERA of 2.76 at Coors Field this season. 

 

The Rockies will welcome the Seattle Mariners to town for a three-game series at Coors Field starting Friday night, with 

first pitch set for 6:40 MST. 
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Rockies win fourth straight series behind Freeland’s gutsy outingDrew Creasman 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 12, 2018   
 

DENVER – Everyone in the Colorado Rockies clubhouse likes the days when Kyle Freeland pitches. And this was one of 

those days. 

 

Reeling just a few days ago from having lost nine straight at home to division rivals, the Arizona Diamondbacks, the 

Rockies fed off the energy of their young starter to win the game 5-1 and take their fourth straight series. 

 

The bullpen allowed just two baserunners—both coming against inarguably their best reliever—and the offense wore 

down Robbie Ray until finally breaking through late with some clutch pinch-hitting. 

 

It wasn’t the best outing of Freeland’s season, but it might have been the gutsiest. Battling all afternoon with a determined 

Diamondbacks lineup, he needed every pitch in his arsenal to get through just over five innings, but every time he had a 

chance to fold, he instead rose to the moment. 

 

The battle began right away. 

 

Freeland got ahead of Jon Jay 1-2 but a pitch ran too far inside and plunked him in the first at-bat of the game. As almost 

always seems to happen when the leadoff man gets aboard by means other than a hit, he came around to score on a pair 

of well struck, but still perfectly placed groundball singles from Paul Goldschmidt and A.J. Pollock. 

 

 

Before the dust settled on the first, Freeland had given up a run and thrown 27 pitches but he battled through and despite 

the Diamondbacks stringing together quality at-bat after quality at-bat, would not give in for the rest of the game. 

 

He did find trouble again in the fourth when Steven Souza Jr. led off by tripling into the left-center field gap to lead off the 

frame. But Freeland heightened his focus, striking out Ketel Marte and John Ryan Murphy in quick succession before 

intentionally walking Chris Owings. Freeland caught his counterpart looking to strand Souza at third, striking out the side. 
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He was pitching with a runner in scoring position once again in the fifth after a one-out double from Nick Ahmed, but got 

out of it with a lineout from Goldschmidt and a fly out from Pollock featuring a nice running catch on the track by Noel 

Cuevas in left. 

 

The Rockies missed out again in the bottom of the fifth. DJ LeMahieu led off with a single, but Charlie Blackmon and 

Nolan Arenado both struck out. LeMahieu then took second base, his fifth stolen bag of the season, to give Trevor Story a 

chance to score him with a single. But, like Freeland in the top half, Ray made it three Ks in an inning by getting Story on 

strikes. 

 

The Diamondbacks and Souza were at it again with a leadoff, ground-rule double in the top of the sixth to nearly the same 

spot he hit the triple. After a screaming liner off the bat of Marte was caught on a lunge by Arenado at third, Bud Black 

decided that would be it for Freeland, turning to Scott Oberg in a tight spot in a tight game. 

 

Oberg’s first pitch got away from Chris Iannetta, allowing Souza to advance to third but once again Arenado came to the 

rescue with one of his best plays of the season. 

 

Murphy hit a hard grounder right at his pulled-in position. It was hit so hard, in fact, that the Gold Glover was unable to 

field it cleanly as the ball hopped off the heel of his glove. Without hesitation, Arenado snatched the ball out of the air with 

his bare hand and in one motion fired a strike to the plate, comfortably beating Souza for the second out of the inning. 

Oberg struck out Owings too keep the game at 1-0. 

 

Observe: 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

 Gold glove or gold hand? 

Holy Noly. #NolanBeingNolan 😍😍 
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Ray was cruising through five, though patience from the Rockies elevated his pitch count. Then he began the sixth by 

hitting Carlos Gonzalez with a pitch. Like Freeland in the first, this turned out to be a bad omen for the pitcher. Iannetta 

followed by drawing a walk in a great at-bat and Torey Luvollo went to his bullpen. 

 

Going to lefty Andrew Chafin, Black countered by pinch-hitting Gerardo Parra for Cuevas. The moved paid off when Parra 

singled through the right side—again not unlike the hits the Diamondbacks scored on in the first—to score CarGo from 

second and tie the game. 

 

Raimel Tapia then came on in the pitcher’s spot for the biggest at-bat of his season. He fouled off the first pitch but went 

down and got an offspeed offering below the zone on the second, lifting it into shallow right field to score Iannetta and 

move Parra to third, giving his club a 2-1 lead. 

 

LeMahieu added one with a productive out on a sac fly to straightaway right field. 

 

Chris Rusin came on to pitch the seventh and got quick outs from Daniel Descalso and Jay before making way for Adam 

Ottavino who threw one pitch to Ahmed for a line out to right. 

 

The Rockies got an insurance run in the bottom of the seventh on a solo shot over the high wall in right-center from Trevor 

Story. It was the first-time All-Star’s 18th home run of the season. They added another when Desmond walked, stole 

second for the 10th time this season, and scored on a single to center from CarGo, his seventh RBI in the last two games. 

 

Otto stayed on for the eighth and surrendered a leadoff single to Goldschmidt and a two-out walk (getting squeezed a bit) 

to Marte but struck out Murphy to strand them both. 

 

Wade Davis came on in the ninth and locked down the win with a 1-2-3 inning. 

 

Colorado improved to 48-45 and are now just 2.5 games back of first place in the NL West. 

 

FINAL STATS: 

Kyle Freeland: 5.1 IP, 6 H, 1 ER, 1 BB, 4 K 
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Scott Oberg: 0.2 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 0 BB, 1 K 

 

Chris Rusin: 0.2 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 0 BB, 0 K 

 

Adam Ottavino: 1.1 IP, 1 H, 0 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies rematch with the Seattle Mariners, against whom they won two of three just last week, begins on Friday. 

Antonio Senzatela will face off against a pitcher who has yet to be announced. First pitch at 6:40 Mountain Time.  
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Colorado Rockies trade talk: Carlos Gonzalez gone before the deadline? 
 
Colin Gaiser | RoxPile.com | July 13, 2018 
 

Baseball’s non-waiver trade deadline is July 31, but another critical date is looming for the Colorado Rockies. 

Only July 19, Carlos Gonzalez will reach 10 full years of playing Major League Baseball, nine of those with the Colorado 

Rockies. This milestone gives him his “10-to-5” rights, meaning he has the ability to veto any trade the Rockies want to 

pursue with him. 

 

According to David Schoenfield of ESPN, the Rockies should trade Gonzalez if they can get a decent return — bullpen 

help, a first baseman or a solid prospect. Gonzalez’s contract is just $5 million for one year, appealing for many teams 

who could use a left-handed corner outfielder. 

 

After series wins against the Arizona Diamondbacks and Seattle Mariners, the Rockies are closing in on “buyer” status 

going into the All-Star Break. And if the Rockies believe in this team, Shoenfield writes, they won’t trade 2019 free agents 

DJ LeMahieu or Adam Ottavino before the deadline. 

 

That makes Gonzalez one of the Rockies’ best trading chips. After a miserable start to the season, he is slashing 

.326/.369/.553 since May 26. The only red flags are Gonzalez’s home/road splits — .984 OPS at home versus .649 OPS 

on the road. 

 

J.P. Morosi of MLB.com discussed a potential trade deal that would send Gonzalez to the Houston Astros. Despite their 

stacked infield and impressive rotation, the Astros need outfield help. Outfielders Josh Reddick and 2017 World Series 

MVP George Springer are currently supported by 21-year-old prospect Kyle Tucker and the underwhelming Tony Kemp. 

Both lack Gonzalez’s defensive prowess and slugging power. 

 

Gonzalez knows his time is running out. Despite 10 years of impressive service, his playoff experience amounts to an 

NLDS loss in 2010 and last season’s Wild Card loss to the Diamondbacks. The Astros are almost guaranteed to make the 

playoffs, so Houston makes sense as a destination for Gonzalez. 
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Gonzalez loves playing for the Rockies, and Rockies fans love Gonzalez. If the Rockies fail to make a move until after 

July 19, Gonzalez could decline a trade and show us he believes in the short-term prospects for this team and this 

organization. 

 

If the Rockies execute a trade within the next week, it would be a sudden and startling exit for one of the franchise’s all-

time greats. 
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MLB | Colorado Rockies | Colorado Rockies trade rumors: Jacob deGrom edition 
Colorado Rockies trade rumors: Jacob deGrom edition 
 
Christopher Svancara | iSportsWeb.com | July 12 ,2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies have been on a nice run lately.  They have won three straight series and appear to be clicking on 

all cylinders.  While they still find themselves in fourth place, both the San Francisco Giants and Los Angeles Dodgers 

have been playing inconsistent as of late.  If the Rockies are to make a move towards the postseason, they need to fortify 

their starting rotation.  New York Mets’ starting pitcher Jacob deGrom could be just the piece that transforms Colorado 

into contenders.  deGrom has been the Mets’ ace in 2018 as he has the lowest ERA among Mets’ starters at 1.68.  He 

has had a successful history with the Metropolitans as he won 14 games in 2015 and 15 last year.  The Rockies are in 

need of a pitcher who rarely issues walks and induces ground balls at a high rate.  deGrom fits that bill and then some. 

 

Pitching in Colorado has been a torment for the Rockies in the past.  Under the tutelage of Bud Black, the pitching staff 

has made tremendous strides over the past year.  While the likes of Kyle Freeland, German Marquez, and Tyler Anderson 

have yet to establish themselves as dominant pitchers in the NL West, Black is helping his pitchers understand what it 

takes to pitch at high altitude.  A veteran like deGrom who has had success at Coors Field can help guide the young 

arms.  In addition, he is well-equipped to handle pressure situations as he has pitched in the league for four years and has 

improved each year.  He was named the Rookie of the Year in 2014 after he went 9-6 with a 2.69 ERA.  The Rockies 

need to consider making a move in an attempt to acquire deGrom if they want a pitcher who knows how to navigate 

through a ballgame.  In 126 career starts, he has pitched two complete games with one shutout.  His 2018 batting 

average against is a minuscule .202 and he leads the Mets in strikeouts thrown with 149.  Zack Wheeler is second with 99 

through 17 games. 

 

It is evident that Jacob deGrom has been one of the most consistent pitchers for the Mets since his debut in 2014.  He 

throws strikes, but is also not afraid to count on the defense behind him.  This season, deGrom is averaging 10.87 

strikeouts per nine innings pitched.  Currently, the only Rockies’ starter who is averaging 10 or more strikeouts is Jon 

Gray with 11.64.  The story of 2018 thus far has been how frequently the pitching has carried Colorado.  While it is a 

welcome sight given how poor the pitching has been in the past, there is still room for improvement.  At the end of 2017, 

pitchers such as Freeland and Antonio Senzatela were shut down in order to minimize fatigue.  deGrom would be able to 

step in towards the end of the season and keep Colorado in the playoff hunt.  At age 30, he has been in the league for 

four years and is capable of bolstering any starting rotation.  Black and pitching coach Steve Foster leaned heavily on the 
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young guns last season and it showed in September.  Trading for deGrom would help alleviate the strain on Freeland and 

the rest of the young rotation for the remainder of the season. 

 

To acquire deGrom, the Rockies would mostly likely have to relinquish a few prospects along with one or two stars.  One 

potential deal could involve David Dahl and Noel Cuevas.  However, trading Dahl would be a challenge as he has been 

on the DL since June 1 with a broken foot.  He has begun to swing a bat and is getting closer to rejoining the Rockies’ 

lineup, but the Mets would most likely proceed with caution before asking the Rockies to include him in a deal.  Cuevas 

has been a steady right fielder splitting time with Carlos Gonzalez.  In 58 games this season, he has a .254 batting 

average and has shined on defense.  Cuevas has appeared in 22 games as a right fielder and has a fielding percentage 

of 1.000 while showcasing his range as well.  He is a versatile outfielder as he has also played nine games in left field and 

three in center.  Another deal could include Ramiel Tapia and Jeff Hoffman.  In three years with the Rockies, Tapia has 

established himself as a viable option backing up Charlie Blackmon.  However, including Hoffman and Tapia in a trade 

package could spell long term disaster for Colorado depending on what the club decides to do with Blackmon in 2019. 

 

General Manager Jeff Bridich should be prepared to do everything in his power to sign deGrom.  The Rockies are one or 

two pitchers away from being competitors in the NL West.  At the same time, Bridich should approach a potential 

blockbuster trade with caution.  His trade that sent Troy Tulowitzki to the Blue Jays in 2015 was perhaps one of the 

biggest trades in Rockies history.  If he approaches a deGrom trade with the same amount of gumption, the Rockies 

would be a force to be reckoned with.  Last season, the Rockies acquired Pat Neshek and Jonathan Lucroy at the 

deadline.  Unfortunately, Neshek didn’t work out and Lucroy signed with the Oakland Athletics in March.  In signing 

deGrom, the Rockies would be receiving a distinguished pitcher who has the makings of the next best pitcher for the 

Colorado Rockies.  If the Rox wish to see their season continue into October, signing Jacob deGrom should be priority 

number one on July 31. 


