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White Sox acquire lefty Banuelos from Dodgers 
MLB.com/ November 1, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The Chicago White Sox have acquired left-handed pitcher Manny Banuelos from the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in exchange for Minor League infielder Justin Yurchak. 
 
Banuelos spent the entire 2018 season with Triple-A Oklahoma City in the Dodgers organization, going 9-
7 with a 3.73 ERA (45 ER/108.2 IP) and 127 strikeouts (10.6 per 9.0 IP) over 31 games (18 starts) to earn 
a spot on the Pacific Coast League mid and postseason All-Star teams. He was 8-5 with a 3.55 ERA (36 
ER/91.1 IP) and 109 strikeouts over his 18 starts. 
 
Banuelos, 5-foot-10 and 215 pounds, was signed by the Dodgers as a free agent on Nov. 14, 2017, and 
received a non-roster invite to Spring Training. 
 
He has gone 41-42 with a 3.56 ERA (311 ER/787.0 IP) and 774 strikeouts in 213 games (153 starts) over 
10 Minor League seasons in the Yankees, Atlanta and Angels and Dodgers organizations. Banuelos also 
made seven appearances (six starts) with the Braves in 2015, going 1-4 with a 5.13 ERA (15 ER/26.1 IP) 
and 19 strikeouts in his only Major League season. 
 
A native of Durango, Mexico, Banuelos originally was signed by the Yankees as a free agent on March 30, 
2008. 
 
Yurchak, 22, batted .256 (80-313) with one home run, 36 RBIs and 44 runs scored over 95 games last 
season with Class A Kannapolis. Yurchak originally was selected by the White Sox in the 12th round of the 
2017 Draft out of SUNY Binghamton. 
 
After purchasing the contract of Banuelos, the White Sox 40-man roster increases to 35. 

 
Santiago might be strong early move for Sox 
'Swiss Army Knife' could provide versatility, support as young staff matures 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / November 1, 2018 
 



CHICAGO -- Hector Santiago won't serve as the big-name free-agent addition White Sox fans are clamoring 
for as the rebuild moves into its third year. 
 
But a return of the versatile soon-to-be 31-year-old could be a solid move for the 2019 White Sox staff. 
 
The White Sox will be looking for starting pitchers to supplement their 2019 core of Reynaldo Lopez, Carlos 
Rodon and Lucas Giolito, with Dylan Cease moving fast toward the big league rotation. Santiago could be 
one of those candidates with his ability to move between the rotation and the bullpen, sometimes in the 
same four- or five-day period. 
 
Santiago, dubbed the Swiss Army Knife by former White Sox manager Robin Ventura, started seven times 
in 49 appearances, finished 27 games and picked up two saves in 2018. He threw 102 innings, a number 
Santiago thought might be higher when he began a second run with the team who selected him in the 30th 
round of the 2006 Draft. 
 
• Santiago's player bio, stats 
 
"Nobody makes it through a five-man rotation healthy throughout the whole year, trades and people going 
down and up," said Santiago during a recent interview. "Between starts and long relief, the way the first 
month started, I thought, 'Yep. 140 innings is going to be it.' 
 
"All along, that was the game plan. Fill in for that role as a starter if needed and then be the long guy when 
the guys are struggling and couldn't get out of the third or fourth inning. For the most part, I did what I had 
to do. There were games where I was definitely fatigued." 
 
To say Santiago was available at almost any moment would be a bit of an understatement. Memorial Day 
weekend, for example. 
 
On May 26, Santiago threw 84 pitches as a starter during an 8-4 victory over the Tigers at Comerica Park. 
On Memorial Day two days later, Santiago threw one scoreless inning to finish off a loss against the Indians 
in Cleveland. Santiago did so with his Memorial Day jersey already signed and authenticated, thinking there 
was little chance he would get into that game. 
 
"They said, 'Skip your bullpen, you'll be in case of emergency.' So I signed my jersey. It was Memorial Day 
weekend, those jerseys. I was like, 'There's no chance [I'll pitch in the game],'" said a smiling Santiago. "I 
got a letter from MLB saying, 'Don't do that again.' 
 
"It's a little bit of a roller coaster. I like the fact I always have to be ready. I'm sitting here in the first inning, 
and I'm like, 'Can I hang out for one inning or go to the bullpen right now?' It keeps you on edge, and you 
are ready throughout the whole game." 
 
After throwing 70 1/3 innings in 2017 for the Twins, not pitching after July 2 and ending the campaign on 
the disabled list, Santiago had nothing but Minor League deals moving into '18. He went with the White Sox 
and would be a good choice again in '19, as a starter, reliever or a little bit of both, although the veteran 
might have more options with a 2.12 ERA and 44 strikeouts in 34 innings over his last 20 games of '18. 
 
"Now I can do both roles and have that back on my resume. The Swiss Army Knife, doing anything that 
needs to be done," Santiago said. "I don't know what to expect. I'm healthy, throwing 100 innings and see 
what a team needs. There's definitely a role for me somewhere." 

 
Here's what happened in Thursday's AFL action 
MLB.com/ November 1, 2018 
 
Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall League action on 
Thursday: 
 



• Gameday: Salt River 14, Glendale 3 | Surprise 5, Mesa 4 | Peoria 4, Scottsdale 2 
 
AL East 
Blue Jays (Surprise) 
Blue Jays No. 9 prospect Cavan Biggio went 1-for-4 with a home run, two RBIs, a walk and a run scored. 
It was his second homer of the Fall League season. Vladimir Guerrero Jr. (No. 1 overall prospect) went 0-
for-5, going hitless for the second straight day. Zach Jackson pitched two hitless innings of relief, walking 
one and striking out two. 
 
Orioles (Glendale) 
Steve Wilkerson went 2-for-4 with an RBI, while Orioles No. 12 prospect Ryan McKenna went 0-for-4 with 
a run and a walk from the leadoff spot. Jay Flaa pitched two innings of relief, allowing one run on two hits. 
Tyler Erwin faced the last batter of the game, retiring him on two pitches. 
 
Rays (Peoria) 
Rays No. 7 prospect Ronaldo Hernandez went 1-for-4 with a single. No. 9 prospect Lucius Fox turned in a 
2-for-4 performance with two singles and a run scored, upping his AFL average to .333 with an .829 OPS. 
And right-hander Brandon Lawson started the game, tossing three scoreless innings, giving up one hit, 
walking one and striking out three. 
 
Red Sox (Mesa) 
Red Sox No. 10 prospect Josh Ockimey went 2-for-4 with a pair of singles and a run scored. Bobby Dalbec 
(No. 6) went 0-for-4 with a walk. Josh Taylor pitched a scoreless inning of relief, allowing two hits and 
striking out two. 
 
Yankees (Glendale) 
Jordan Foley got the start for the Desert Dogs and took the loss, allowing four earned runs in 3 1/3 innings. 
Foley gave up three hits, walked four and struck out five. Kyle Zurak pitched an inning of relief, allowing 
three earned runs on four hits and two walks with one strikeout. Yankees No. 16 prospect Thairo Estrada 
went 0-for-5. Steven Sensley went 1-for-3 with a walk and an RBI. 
 
AL Central 
 
Indians (Glendale) 
Jared Robinson pitched 1 2/3 innings of relief, allowing four earned runs on four hits and one walk with one 
strikeout. 
 
Royals (Surprise) 
Royals No. 26 prospect Scott Blewett got the start for the Saguaros and improved to 3-0 in the AFL, allowing 
three earned runs in four innings. Blewett gave up seven hits, walked three and struck out two. Khalil Lee 
(No. 2) went 0-for-4, while Nick Heath went 1-for-5 with a single and a run scored. 
 
Tigers (Mesa) 
Tigers No. 8 prospect Daz Cameron went 2-for-5 with triple and a run scored from the leadoff spot. John 
Schreiber pitched a perfect inning of relief, striking out one. 
 
Twins (Salt River) 
Griffin Jax got the start for the Rafters and notched his first AFL win, allowing three earned runs on four hits 
in four innings. Jax walked four and struck out three. Adam Bray pitched two scoreless innings of relief, 
allowing one hit with two walks and one strikeout. Hector Lujan pitched a scoreless frame, walking one and 
striking out one. Jaylin Davis went 0-for-5 with two strikeouts. 
 
White Sox (Glendale) 
White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert (No. 44 overall) went 2-for-3 with an RBI, a walk, two runs scored 
and two stolen bases. He is batting .341 in the Fall League. 
 



AL West 
 
A's (Mesa) 
A's No. 18 prospect Eli White hit his first home run of the Fall League season, going 1-for-4 with two RBIs, 
a walk and a run scored. He is batting .356 in the AFL. Luis Barrera went 1-for-2 with an RBI, a walk and a 
stolen base. 
 
Angels (Mesa) 
Angels No. 4 prospect Jahmai Jones went 3-for-5 with a double, an RBI and a run scored. Roberto 
Baldoquin went 0-for-3 with a walk. Jesus Castillo (No. 12) got the start for the Solar Sox and took the loss, 
allowing five earned runs in 4 2/3 innings. Castillo gave up eight hits, walked two and struck out one. Brett 
Hanewich pitched one-third of an inning in relief, walking two but not giving up a run. 
 
Astros (Scottsdale) 
Abraham Toro, Houston's No. 21 prospect, had a rough night at the plate with an 0-for-4 line. He's hitting 
.326 with an .893 OPS during AFL play. Right-hander J.B. Bukauskas started and threw five innings, 
allowing one run on four hits, walking one and striking out four 
 
Mariners (Peoria) 
Mariners' No. 20 prospect Ian Miller was just 1-for-4 at the plate, but also scored a run. Chris Mariscal went 
1-for-3 and is now hitting .444 through seven games in the Fall League. 
 
Rangers (Surprise) 
Joe Kuzia pitched two innings of relief, giving up one unearned run on two hits while walking one and 
striking out one. 
 
NL East 
 
Braves (Peoria)  
Braves' No. 6 prospect Cristian Pache tripled and drove in a pair of runs to help lead Peoria to a win. 
Braxton Davidson, who homered four times over the prior two games, went 0-for-4. More » 
 
Marlins (Salt River) 
Marlins No. 2 prospect Monte Harrison went 3-for-4 with a double, two RBIs and two walks, raising his AFL 
average to .353. Kyle Keller pitched a scoreless inning of relief, allowing one hit. 
 
Mets (Scottsdale) 
Mets No. 11 prospect Desmond Lindsay played center field and went 1-for-3 with a pair of strikeouts. 
Overall, he's hitting .348 with a 1.158 OPS during AFL play. Right-hander Stephen Nogosek, New York's 
No. 24 prospect, surrendered three runs (two earned) on three hits over one relief innings, walking one and 
striking out two. 
 
Nationals (Salt River) 
Nationals No. 7 prospect Daniel Johnson went 3-for-4 with a walk and four runs scored. He also stole a pair 
of bases. Carter Kieboom (No. 2) went 0-for-4 with two walks. 
 
Phillies (Scottsdale) 
Right fielder Austin Listi went 2-for-3 with a triple and a walk, while first baseman Darick Hall belted a two-
run homer in the ninth inning, finishing 1-for-4 in the game. 
 
NL Central 
 
Brewers (Peoria) 
Jon Olczak struck out five over two scoreless innings, while Daniel Brown gave up two runs on two hits in 
his lone frame. 
 



Cardinals (Surprise) 
It was a productive day for Cardinals prospects, led by Lane Thomas' 3-for-5 performance. Andy Young 
went 2-for-4 with a walk, a run scored and a stolen base, while Jeremy Martinez went 1-for-2 with two walks. 
Conner Greene (St. Louis' No. 27 prospect) picked up his first save in the Fall League, pitching a scoreless 
inning with one hit allowed. 
 
Cubs (Mesa) 
P.J. Higgins went 1-for-3 with a single and a walk, while Cubs No. 16 prospect D.J. Wilson went 0-for-4. 
Manuel Rondon pitched two scoreless innings of relief, allowing one hit, walking one and striking out two. 
 
Pirates (Surprise) 
Pirates No. 16 prospect Will Craig hit his third home run of the AFL season, going 2-for-4 with three RBIs, 
a walk and a run scored. Cole Tucker (No. 5) went 1-for-5 with a single from the leadoff spot. More » 
 
Reds (Scottsdale) 
Reds' No. 8 prospect Shed Long went 0-for-3. Alfredo Rodriguez (No. 23) went 0-for-4 and Taylor Trammell 
(No. 2) went 1-for-4. Mark Kolozsvary also went 0-for-3. On the mound, Wyatt Strahan, Ty Boyles and Alex 
Power combined to throw three scoreless innings, with each striking out a pair in their lone inning of work. 
 
NL West 
 
D-backs (Salt River) 
It was a huge day for D-backs prospects as four of their hitters combined for 12 of the Rafters' 14 RBIs. 
Drew Ellis (Arizona's No. 9 prospect) went 3-for-4 with a double, a home run, four RBIs and three runs 
scored. Jazz Chisholm (No. 3) went 3-for-6 with a double, a homer, four RBIs, three runs scored and a 
stolen base. Daulton Varsho (No. 5) went 2-for-6 with three RBIs and a run scored. Dominic Miroglio (No. 
30) went 2-for-4 with an RBI and two runs scored. Pavin Smith (No. 4) went 0-for-5 with a walk, a run scored 
and a stolen base. Kevin Ginkel pitched a perfect ninth inning, striking out the side. More » 
 
Dodgers (Glendale) 
It was a rough day for Dodgers prospects as Keibert Ruiz (Los Angeles' No. 2 prospect), Errol Robinson 
(No. 20), Jared Walker and Cody Thomas combined to go 1-for-12. Ruiz singled, while Robinson, Walker 
and Thomas combined for four walks. Nolan Long pitched two-thirds of an inning in relief, allowing two 
earned runs on three hits. 
 
Giants (Scottsdale) 
Matt Winn went 0-for-3. 
 
Padres (Peoria) 
Padres' No. 25 prospect Austin Allen drove in a pair of runs as part of his 1-for-3 effort. Buddy Reed (No. 
13) finished 1-for-4 with a double. Hudson Potts (No. 23) went 0-for-3. Travis Radke was lights out on the 
mound yielding just one hit over three scoreless innings. 
 
Rockies (Salt River) 
No Rockies prospects played on Thursday. 

 
White Sox all-time retired numbers 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / November 1, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The White Sox have 11 retired jersey numbers in franchise history, a number that rose to 12 
when including Jackie Robinson's 42 retired across baseball. 
 
According to a team official, the approval process goes through an eight-person operating committee 
including White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf. There are no written rules for number retirement, with the 
honor being more about what feels right. The player must have had a great career but also been connected 
with fans through the individual's hard work. 



 
Ultimately, it's Reinsdorf's "yes" making the decision final. But it's usually a player whose career makes the 
decision a slam dunk across the board as the following White Sox names would indicate. 
 
Nellie Fox, 2B: No. 2 
Number retired: May 1, 1976 
Fox amassed 9,493 plate appearances during his 14 years with the White Sox, and struck out a grand total 
of 192 times against 658 walks. The Hall of Fame inductee from 1997 was the '59 American League MVP 
Award winner, and he topped the AL in hits during the '52, '54, '57 and '58 seasons with a career high of 
201 in '54. He ranks second in White Sox history with 2,470 hits and third with 2,115 games played. A 
ballpark sculpture of Fox and Luis Aparicio was unveiled in 2006, a fitting moment captured of them turning 
a double play considering they formed the White Sox up-the-middle combination from 1956-62. 
 
Harold Baines, OF//DH: No. 3 
Number retired: August 20, 1989 
Baines' time with the White Sox covered player, coach and team ambassador. He has the distinction of 
having his number retired after his initial White Sox stint from 1980-89 but wearing it again during his second 
stint from '96-97 and again from 2000-01. The left-handed hitter finished third in club history with 221 
homers and ranks fourth with 981 RBIs. Baines -- who amassed 2,866 hits, 384 homers and 1,628 RBIs in 
his career -- had a ballpark sculpture unveiled in his honor in '08. 
 
Luke Appling, SS: No. 4 
Number retired: June 7, 1975 
Appling might best be remembered in the modern era for his home run off Warren Spahn on July 19, 1982, 
as a 75-year-old playing in an old-timer's game. But the Hall of Famer inducted in '64 played his entire 20-
season career with the White Sox, and he was a career .310 hitter with 2,749 hits. He's Chicago's all-time 
leader in games played (2,422), at-bats (8,856) and hits, and he batted .388 to win one of his two batting 
titles in '36. At the age of 42 in '49, Appling still was able to play 141 games at shortstop. He was also a 
seven-time All-Star. 
 
Minnie Minoso, OF, No. 9 
Number retired: May 8, 1983 
The raw numbers for Minoso make him one of the more overlooked Hall of Fame candidates in baseball 
history. But Minoso's value with the White Sox extended well past his playing days, which concluded with 
two at-bats as a 54-year-old in 1980. Even in retirement, Minoso was a consistent smiling presence at the 
ballpark and was credited by Jose Abreu as a key supportive force for Abreu making the move from Cuba 
to the United States. Minoso played 12 seasons with the White Sox over five stints. He broke the color 
barrier for the White Sox in '51, batted higher than .300 eight times, scored at least 100 runs four times and 
produced at least 100 RBIs four times. Minoso had a ballpark sculpture unveiled in 2004. 
 
Luis Aparicio, SS: No. 11 
Number retired: August 14, 1984 
Known as "Little Louie," Aparicio played 10 seasons with the White Sox over two tours. He was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 1984, won the AL Rookie of the Year Award in 1956 and finished second in the AL 
MVP Award voting in '59. He led the AL in stolen bases from 1956-64, with all but the final two of those 
seasons coming with the White Sox, and finished with 506 for his career. Aparicio won seven of his nine 
Gold Gloves with the White Sox, a total ranking him only behind Ozzie Smith (13) and Omar Vizquel (11) 
all-time at shortstop. A ballpark sculpture of Aparicio and Fox was unveiled in 2006, a fitting moment 
captured of them turning a double play considering they formed the White Sox up-the-middle combination 
for 1956-62. 
 
Paul Konerko, 1B: No. 14 
Number retired: May 23, 2015 
Konerko didn't have to wait long for the number retirement after ending his stellar career in 2014. The first 
baseman was named captain by manager Ozzie Guillen prior to the '06 season and was a leader on and 
off the field. He is the White Sox leader with 4,010 total bases and ranks second with 432 homers, 1,383 



RBIs and 2,268 games played over 16 seasons. Konerko was a six-time All-Star and had a ballpark 
sculpture unveiled in his honor in '14. He won the '05 AL Championship Series MVP Award and shared the 
'14 Roberto Clemente Award with Jimmy Rollins. 
 
Ted Lyons, RHP: No. 16 
Number retired: July 25, 1987 
Lyons not only played for the White Sox for 21 seasons, but he also managed the team from 1946-48 with 
185 victories. Lyons, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame in '55, tops the White Sox with 260 victories, 
484 games started and 356 complete games with a career high 30 in '27. He threw a no-hitter on Aug. 21, 
1926, against Boston and led the AL in wins in '25 and '27. 
 
Billy Pierce, LHP: No. 19 
Number retired: July 25, 1987 
Pierce spent 13 seasons with Chicago after being acquired from Detroit prior to the 1949 season, but he 
had the feel of a lifelong member of the organization with his gregarious presence at the ballpark for many 
years after he retired. He is one of only five White Sox pitchers to start an All-Star Game ('53, '55-56) and 
ranks third in White Sox history in games started (391) and fourth in wins (186). All seven of his All-Star 
appearances came with Chicago, and Pierce had a ballpark sculpture unveiled in his honor in 2005. 
 
Frank Thomas, 1B: No. 35 
Number retired: August 29, 2010 
Ken "Hawk" Harrelson, the iconic White Sox television play-by-play voice for 33 years, gave Thomas the 
nickname of The Big Hurt. Thomas lived up to that moniker for much of his 16 years with the White Sox. 
The first-ballot Hall of Fame inductee in 2014 stands as one of four MLB players with at least a .300 career 
average (.301), 500 home runs (521), 1,500 RBIs (1,704), 1,000 runs scored (1,494) and 1,500 walks 
(1,667 against just 1,397 strikeouts). The five-time All-Star won the AL batting title with his .347 average in 
1997 and the AL MVP Award in '93 and '94. He sits first in White Sox history in nine offensive categories 
and had at least 100 RBIs in 11 seasons. Thomas had a ballpark sculpture unveiled in 2011. 
 
Mark Buehrle, LHP: No. 56 
Number retired: June 24, 2017 
Buehrle is the most recent player to have his White Sox number retired, and he could hold that distinction 
for quite some time. The southpaw was a model of consistency during his 12 years in Chicago, posting at 
least 200 innings pitched, 30 starts and double-digit victories in all 11 years as a starter. He finished with a 
161-119 record, a 3.83 ERA and 27 complete games to go with five All-Star appearances and four Gold 
Gloves. He started and pitched seven innings in Game 2 of the 2005 World Series against Houston, then 
saved Game 3 in the 14th inning, and made a name for himself for a few rain-soaked tarp dives over the 
years. 
 
Carlton Fisk, C: No. 72 
Number retired: September 14, 1997 
Fisk's most iconic moments might have come when he played for the Red Sox, but the catcher actually 
played two more years in Chicago (13 seasons) than in Boston. Inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2000, 
Fisk ranks second in Major League history with 2,226 games caught and third with 376 home runs. Fisk hit 
214 of those round-trippers with the White Sox, with a career-high 37 homers and 107 RBIs recorded in 
1985. Fisk received a ballpark sculpture in 2005 and caught Tom Seaver's 300th career victory on Aug. 4, 
1985, at Yankee Stadium. 

 
Report: Zack Burdi pulled from Arizona Fall League with 'general fatigue' 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / November 1, 2018 
 
A new development in Zack Burdi's recovery from Tommy John surgery. 
 
Burdi is done with his participation in this year’s Arizona Fall League, pulled from competition with “general 
fatigue,” per a tweet from The Athletic’s James Fegan. 
 



 
James Fegan 

✔ 

@JRFegan 
 White Sox have removed Zack Burdi from AFL action for “general fatigue.” He is expected to be fully ready 
to go for spring training in February 
 
3:56 PM - Nov 1, 2018 
80 
30 people are talking about this 
Twitter Ads info and privacy 
Burdi, a Downers Grove native, was a first-round pick of the White Sox in 2016, but he hasn’t pitched in the 
minors since July of last year, spending the time since recovering from Tommy John surgery. His seven 
appearances in the Arizona Fall League were his first ones of note after he played in zero minor league 
games in 2018. 
 
While this news might raise a few eyebrows considering Burdi’s not yet all the way back from his surgery, 
it’s important to note the other part of that tweet: that he is still expected to be full go for spring training in 
February. But it’s doubtful that will eradicate the questions about how Burdi will fare following this lengthy 
recovery process. 
 
Burdi, currently ranked as the organization’s No. 17 prospect, is the biggest name among a group of relief-
pitching prospects that also features Tyler Johnson, Ian Hamilton, Caleb Frare and Ryan Burr, among 
others. Burdi’s status as a first-round pick has had fans penciling his name in as a potential closer of the 
future for some time now, and his likely next stop at Triple-A Charlotte (where he threw 33.1 innings in 
2017) would have him on the doorstep of the major leagues, if everything goes according to plan. 
 
But Burdi is one of a large number of White Sox prospects who dealt with significant injuries over the past 
year, a number large enough — and featuring prospects with high enough rankings — to bring to question 
whether the timeline of the organization’s rebuilding effort has been impacted. 
 
Hence the reaction to any injury news, no matter how slight, involving one of the franchise’s primary pieces 
of the future. 

 
White Sox acquire minor-league pitcher Manny Banuelos from the Dodgers 
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune / November 1, 2018 
 
The White Sox added pitching depth Thursday by acquiring left-hander Manny Banuelos from the Dodgers 
for minor-league infielder Justin Yurchak. 
 
Banuelos, once regarded as a top prospect in the Yankees organization, was 9-7 with a 3.73 ERA with 127 
strikeouts in 108 2/3 innings (31 games) for Triple-A Oklahoma City in 2018. In 18 starts, he was 8-5 with 
a 3.55 ERA and 109 strikeouts. 
 
In 10 minor-league seasons, Banuelos is 41-42 with a 3.56 ERA and 774 strikeouts in 787 innings (213 
games). He has spent time in the organizations of the Yankees, Braves, Angels and Dodgers. 
 
Bañuelos also made seven appearances (six starts) with the Braves in 2015, posting a 1-4 record and 5.13 
ERA with 19 strikeouts in his only major-league season. 
 
Yurchak, 22, batted .256 with one home run, 36 RBIs and 44 runs scored over 95 games last season with 
Class A Kannapolis. 
 
The addition of Banuelos gives the White Sox 35 players on their 40-man roster. 

 
White Sox trade for minor league left-hander Manny Banuelos 



By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / November 1, 2018 
 
The White Sox made a move to shore up their pitching depth Thursday, acquiring minor league left-hander 
Manny Banuelos from the Dodgers in exchange for Class A corner infielder Justin Yurchak. 
 
Banuelos, 27, spent all of 2018 with Class AAA Oklahoma City in the Dodgers organization, going 9-7 with 
a 3.73 ERA and 127 strikeouts over 108 2/3 innings, averaging 10.6 strikeouts per nine innings in 31 games 
including 18 starts. He was named to the Pacific Coast League mid and postseason All-Star teams. 
 
Yurchak, 22, batted .256 with one home run, 36 RBI and 44 runs scored over 95 games last season with 
Class A Kannapolis. The Sox drafted him in the 12th round of the 2017 draft. 
 
A former top Yankees prospect who pitched in the Futures Game in 2009 and started the Arizona Fall 
League all-star game in 2010, Banuelos’ progression hit the brakes after he underwent Tommy John 
Surgery in 2012. 
 
Banuelos owns a 3.56 ERA over 10 minor league seasons in the Yankees, Braves, Angels and Dodgers 
organizations. He could get a chance to compete for starts in the Sox 2019 rotation in spring training, or 
could be used in relief or multiple roles. His only major league experience came in 2015, when he appeared  
in seven games (six starts) with the Braves, posting a 1-4 record and 5.13 ERA. 
 
The Dodgers signed him as a free agent after the 2017 season and invited him to spring training. 
 
The addition increases the Sox 40-man roster to 35. 

 
Chicago White Sox add Banuelos in trade with Dodgers 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / November 1, 2018 
 
Look for the Chicago White Sox to add a veteran starting pitcher or two this off-season as they wait for 
prospects like Dylan Cease and Dane Dunning to reach the major leagues and wait for Michael Kopech to 
recover from Tommy John surgery. 
 
The Sox also are looking for starters to fill out Class AAA Charlotte's starting rotation. 
 
They appear to have found one Thursday, acquiring Manny Banuelos from the Los Angeles Dodgers in a 
trade for minor-league infielder Justin Yurchak. 
 
Banuelos (ban-WAY-los) spent the entire 2018 season at Class AAA Oklahoma City. The 27-year-old lefty 
was 9-7 with a 3.73 ERA in 31 games (18 starts) and was a mid and postseason Pacific Coast League all-
star. 
 
Banuelos pitched in the major leagues in 2015, going 1-4 with a 5.13 ERA in 7 games (6 starts) for the 
Braves. 
 
Over 10 minor-league seasons, the 5-foot-10, 215-pounder is 41-42 with a 3.56 ERA and 774 strikeouts in 
787 innings over 213 games (153 starts). 
 
The White Sox purchased Banuelos' contract, increasing their 40-man roster to 35. 
 
Yurchak, 22, batted .256 with 1 home run and 36 RBI with low Class A Kannapolis last season. He was a 
12th-round draft choice in 2017 out of SUNY Binghamton. 
 
• The Cubs exercised their 2019 club contract option ($6.25 million) on right-handed pitcher Pedro Strop on 
Thursday. 
 



Strop went 6-1 with nine holds, 13 saves and a 2.26 ERA (15 ER/59.2 IP) in 60 relief outings with the Cubs 
last season, his sixth year with the organization since being acquired from Baltimore with right-hander Jake 
Arrieta on July 2, 2013. 

 
Fegan: It’s not too soon to be concerned about Zack Burdi 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / November 1, 2018 
 
When it comes to Zack Burdi’s rehab from Tommy John surgery, 2019 spring training has always been the 
most important date on his calendar. 
 
That’s the target date the White Sox set for a return to normalcy for the 26th overall pick of the 2016 draft. 
That’s when Burdi will have a full 18 months between him and the Tommy John surgery he underwent in 
July 2017. 
 
The right-hander’s Arizona Fall League season was shut down Thursday after five appearances for “general 
fatigue,” casting doubt on how smoothly Burdi can resume what once seemed like a fast track to the back 
of the White Sox bullpen. 
 
The team still expects him to be 100 percent when camp opens, but after getting his feet wet with seven 
structured appearances in the AZL in August, facing more advanced competition in the AFL this October 
was supposed to be a full dive into the waters he was previously toeing. 
 
Burdi had spent September continuing to work and throw at instructional league, and the White Sox initially 
forecasted the possibility of back-to-back outings in the AFL to test how his body would respond to a more 
typical major league workload. 
 
The results look fine enough (4 2/3 innings over five appearances with five strikeouts, one walk, two hits 
allowed and no earned runs) from a distance. But the fatigue combined with consistent reports of his velocity 
being down near 94-95 mph–which is roughly five miles down from what his maximum velocity was pre-
surgery–reaffirm the sense that Burdi has struggled to reclaim his pre-surgery form. 
 
Even at this stage of advancement with Tommy John surgery and a meticulously tailored rehabilitation 
program that Burdi has gone out of his way to praise, 10 percent of recipients fail to return to previous levels 
of performance. As his velocity remains diminished and checkpoints in his return to action continue to 
proceed without a reappearance of the overpowering stuff that had him blowing away Triple-A hitters during 
his draft year, that possibility mounts. 
 
If Burdi falls behind his recovery schedule target, there’s a gap between disappointment and the end of the 
world. Ryan Madson endured years of struggles to regain his velocity after Tommy John surgery, but was 
still pitching in the World Series this year and throwing as hard as ever. 
 
Even if Burdi’s stuff stays as is, a 94-95 mph fastball with a plus slider and a well-regarded changeup is not 
a bad starter kit for a reliever. But the White Sox turned plenty of heads taking a surefire reliever with a first-
round pick on the basis that Burdi was a safe bet to be a good one, with a real shot to be a truly special 
one. 
 
Former consensus top-30 prospect Manny Bañuelos’ development history would probably make good 
Halloween reading for any optimistic fan of the White Sox rebuild. Back in 2011, a fun preseason debate 
was whether Bañuelos’ undeniable changeup was good enough to allow him to jump from a short Double-
A cameo straight to the majors, at the tender age of 20. A litany of elbow problems with Tommy John 
surgery stuck in the middle and more complications coming afterward helped him burn through all his minor 
league options before he ever made the major leagues with the Yankees, who signed him as a teenager 
out of Mexico in 2008. They wound up trading him for bullpen depth before the 2015 season. 
 
The undersized lefty will turn 28 next March, and the White Sox are his fifth organization after they traded 
minor league infielder Justin Yurchak to the Dodgers for him on Thursday. 



 
With Yurchak being a 22-year-old first baseman who struggled to hit for power at low Class-A Kannapolis 
last season, Bañuelos is certainly a lot easier to foresee having some role with the major league club at 
some point, even if his potential is nowhere near what his former top prospect status or making the Pacific 
Coast League All-Star team with the Dodgers’ Triple-A affiliate last year would portend. 
 
Bañuelos swung back and forth between the bullpen and the rotation in Triple-A Oklahoma City, and 
compiled a 3.73 ERA with an impressive 127 strikeouts in 108 2/3 innings. But he also walked 42. 
 
Bañuelos’ fastball still sits in the low 90s, but his slider stood out to scouts who saw him this year more than 
his once signature changeup, which is reflected in right-handers tuning him up for a .269/.349/.455 line in 
2018. That kind of profile sounds like that of a lefty relief specialist, which is certainly a role he could fulfill, 
but with two open rotation slots for next season and the White Sox adding him to the 40-man roster, 
Bañuelos could be landing in just the right place to run into some spot starts in 2019. With only five 40-man 
slots open, it could put him ahead in line of some Triple-A starters for those opportunities 
 
His stuff is not overpowering and most teams would strongly lament that Bañuelos is out of options and 
cannot be easily shuttled between Triple-A and the majors. But the Sox’s situation is not that of most teams 
and they’re leveraging their need for innings to give an opportunity to someone who has had enough 
success in Triple-A to earn a shot to be a swingman in the majors, regardless of whether he can’t meet the 
expectations his name once carried. 

 
 
 


