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Breaking down the Orioles' candidates to add to the 40-man 

roster by Monday's deadline 
 

By Jon Meoli / The Baltimore Sun 

November 20, 2017 

 

The annual deadline to add players to the 40-man roster means different things to different clubs, 

but for a team as focused on fostering organizational depth as the Orioles, it's important for 

several reasons. 

 

They aren't one of the clubs with more players to protect from the Rule 5 draft than spots to 

protect them, but they are a team that covets its own talent and wants to ensure that anyone in its 

farm system with a major league future has it in Baltimore. 

 

So Monday's deadline to protect players will be a big day for the Orioles, though some of this 

year's most-pressing pieces of business were already finished after they added catcher Chance 

Sisco and left-hander Tanner Scott to the major league roster in September. 

 

As for the rest of the candidates, there's one true lock and a handful of players with great cases to 

be protected. Here are the five primary options to add, as well as the case for and against adding 

them. 

 

HUNTER HARVEY 

 

The case for: A first-round amateur draft pick in 2013 who dazzled over his first year as a 

professional but has dealt with a myriad of elbow injuries and had Tommy John elbow 

reconstruction in 2016, Harvey showed over the final two months of this season that he was fully 

healthy. His fastball was up to 97 mph in his final rehabilitation start for Low-A Delmarva, and 

he showed by the end of the year the plus breaking ball that he carried into pro ball. By all 

accounts, Harvey's on the verge of becoming an elite prospect again, so even if he's going to 

need some time to build his innings, having him do it while on the 40-man roster can't hurt. 

 

The case against: In a vacuum, there's no real reason not to do this other than to resist the 

temptation to call him up in June when they need a long reliever. Adding him to the roster will 

create the urge to call him up before he's ready, but it beats losing him. 

 

DAVID HESS 

 

The case for: Hess had to repeat Double-A Bowie in 2017, but finished with a 3.85 ERA and a 

1.23 WHIP, giving him a sub-4.00 ERA in three of his four professional seasons. With a fastball 

that tops out at 97 mph and can sit around 93 mph deep into games, Hess has the durability to be 

a starter along with a four-pitch mix, and the Orioles see him as a starter going forward. Rival 

evaluators, however, see his future in the bullpen, and if another team has to put him there after 

making him a Rule 5 pick, he could make an easy transition. 

 

The case against: Hess has a respectable career strikeout rate of 7.19 per nine innings, but none 

of his secondary pitches has emerged as a true strikeout pitch, which could hinder his major 

league future. Additionally, there's a sense that Hess could be more valuable to a pitching-

starved organization like the Orioles than another team, so rolling the dice — even with a future 

starting pitcher — could be worth the risk. It would be more worth it if they had roster 

constraints, which they don't in this case. 

 

AUSTIN WYNNS 

 

The case for: The Orioles didn't have the need to add Wynns last year when he was first eligible, 

but that could change now with Caleb Joseph and Chance Sisco the only two catchers on the 

major league roster and Wynns having enjoyed a breakout year at Bowie. He hit .281 with a .796 

OPS and 10 home runs there while playing standout defense, and it's his mitt that will make him 
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valuable to both the Orioles and those who might target him in the Rule 5 draft. He might not hit 

much at the major league level, but many evaluators have a major league grade on his defense at 

a premium position, which is worth keeping around. 

 

The case against: Wynns might be another case of someone who is more valuable to the Orioles 

than he is to someone else, as a Wynns-type player is one many organizations likely have. His 

bat could also limit other teams from seeing him as worth keeping on the major league roster for 

an entire year. 

 

LUIS GONZALEZ 

 

The case for: A 25-year-old Dominican left-hander, Gonzalez battled injuries in 2016 but ran his 

fastball up to 95 mph out of the bullpen this year for High-A Frederick en route to a 2.72 ERA 

and a 1.02 ERA. Then, he didn't allow an earned run in 9 1/3 innings in the Arizona Fall League. 

While he's still growing into a relief role and is basically a fastball/slider pitcher at this point, 

there's value in left-handed relief — especially for the Orioles — and that could be worth 

protecting and getting a look at in spring training. 

 

The case against: At least before the trip to the fall league, Gonzalez wasn't highly rated by many 

outside the organization. He was a fringy starter and is old for a High-A reliever, and either way, 

a good fastball isn't enough to get someone on the major league radar in other organizations. 

 

STEVE WILKERSON 

 

The case for: The Orioles have a glaring need for what Wilkerson brings — a utility infielder 

who can bring some speed and make an impact off the bench, especially with Ryan Flaherty now 

a free agent. Wilkerson broke out at Frederick and Bowie this year, hitting .305 with a .798 OPS 

while playing five positions, then hit well in the AFL. If the Orioles believe he's going to be their 

bench infielder coming out of spring training this year, they'll need to add Wilkerson to ensure 

that he sticks around. 

 

The case against: Of Wilkerson's multitude of positions, the most important — shortstop — is 

the one he struggles the most at. And that's what distinguishes a major league utility player. With 

that in mind, other teams might wonder where the value is in someone like him. More relevant in 

this scenario, and more so than a backup catcher or a swingman arm, is that most clubs have their 

own Wilkerson-type players and don't need the Orioles'. 
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Country star Young gets VIP tour from Mancini 
 

By Brittany Ghiroli / MLB.com  

November 17, 2017 

 

BALTIMORE -- Country music superstar Brett Young got a VIP clubhouse tour and played 

catch with Orioles outfielder Trey Mancini at Camden Yards in a special interview that will air 

on Country Music Television's (CMT) Hot 20 this weekend. 

 

The segment will air on both Saturday and Sunday at 9 a.m. ET, with Mancini and Young 

bonding and helping CMT host Katie Cook practice her grip. Mancini -- coming off a breakout 

season in which he was named as an American League Rookie of the Year finalist -- swapped 

baseball stories with Young, who was a college pitcher at the University of Mississippi. 

 

"It was an absolute pleasure to meet Brett," Mancini said. "I enjoyed getting to hear his story. He 

has a huge passion for baseball and you could tell he was excited to be back in a baseball park. 

It's a pretty cool thing for him to chase another passion and succeed after injuries ended his 

baseball career." 

 

Mancini and Young -- whose baseball aspirations were cut short by an elbow injury -- talked to 

Cook about how fans drive them and make their dreams and careers possible. 

 

While Mancini isn't a huge country music fan, Orioles manager and Mississippi State alumnus 

Buck Showalter is. 

 

"I really enjoy Brett's music, even though he went to Ole Miss," Showalter said, paying homage 

to the rivalry between the two schools. 

 

"I was disappointed that I couldn't be at the ballpark to show him around, but I look forward to 

watching [the show]." 
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Rule 5 and rotation reminders 
 

By Roch Kubatko / MASNsports.com 

November 20, 2017 

 

The Orioles must set their 40-man roster by 8 p.m. to protect players from selection in the Rule 5 

draft, which takes place on the final day of the Winter Meetings on Dec. 14 in Lake Buena Vista, 

Fla. 

 

Clubs pay $100,000 for any draftee in the major league phase, the cost doubling last year. The 

Orioles must decide whether to make their annual pick while also are required to carry 

outfielder Anthony Santander on their 25-man roster for the first 44 days of the 2018 season. 

 

A reliever, outfielder and utility infielder always are in play for the Orioles. In recent years 

they’ve chosen and kept left-hander T.J. McFarland, outfielders Santander and Joey Rickard, and 

infielder Ryan Flaherty. They also traded for pitcher Jason García, chosen by the Astros with the 

fourth overall pick in 2014. 

 

They selected pitcher Logan Verrett before losing him to the Rangers on a waiver claim, and 

outfielder Aneury Tavárez before returning him to the Red Sox. Verrett made it back to the 

organization last winter in a trade with the Mets and recently signed with the NC Dinos of the 

Korea Baseball Organization as a minor league free agent. 

 

You’re a diehard fan or really did your homework if you remember pitcher Adrian Rosario, 

taken from the Brewers in the 2010 Winter Meetings and later returned, or left-hander Brian 

Snyder, taken from the Giants in 2009 and traded to the Rangers as the PTBNL in the Kevin 

Millwood/Chris Ray deal. Or catcher Lou Palmisano, chosen from the Brewers organization and 

traded to the Astros for cash. 

 

I’ve already bombarded you with names that the Orioles will consider protecting later today. 

Hunter Harvey is the most obvious and the only guarantee. Catcher Austin Wynns and 

infielder Steve Wilkerson are solid candidates. Pitchers Luis Gonzalez, David Hess and John 

Means warrant consideration. 

 

The Orioles still have 30 players on their 40-man roster. There’s ample space to protect a handful 

of prospects, if they choose to do so, and still add players from outside the organization via 

trades or signings. 

 

Players can be removed from the roster after it’s been set, but no one else from inside the 

organization can be included on it prior to the Rule 5 draft. 

 

Other minor leaguers eligible for the Rule 5 draft include first baseman Ryan Ripken, the son of 

Hall of Famer Cal Ripken, Jr., and catcher/first baseman Alex Murphy, the Calvert Hall graduate 

chosen in the sixth round of the 2013 First-Year Player Draft. 

 

Ripken, 24, batted .287/.323/.378 with eight doubles, three home runs and 24 RBIs in 51 games 

at short-season Single-A Aberdeen. 

 

Murphy, 23, hasn’t moved past Single-A Frederick, where he batted .239/.332/.415 with 21 

doubles, 11 home runs and 38 RBIs this year in 90 games. 

 

As for the rest of today, there will be the usual pitching names linked to the Orioles as they 

attempt to fill out their rotation beyond Dylan Bundy and Kevin Gausman. 

 

It isn’t breaking news that the Orioles have placed the highest priority on starting pitching and 

are interested in guys like Alex Cobb, Lance Lynn, Jason Vargas, Andrew Cashner, and Tyler 

Chatwood. The first two could move out of their price range, but executive vice president Dan 

Duquette obviously is going to check in on the right-handers and determine whether there’s a 

potential match. 
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We’re talking significant upgrades who aren’t going to cost as much as Yu Darvish and Jake 

Arrieta. 

 

I’m guessing that Cobb and Lynn will be deemed too pricey and/or attract too much competition 

for their services. The Cubs reportedly have strong interest in Cobb - manager Joe Maddon and 

new pitching coach Jim Hickey know him from their Rays days - and must be regarded as the 

favorites. 

 

Cobb has talked about his preference to play for a winner. The Orioles had five straight non-

losing seasons until hitting bottom this year. You have to wonder if their last-place finish will 

hurt them in any of their pursuits this winter. 

 

Anyway, Cobb and Lynn certainly have drawn interest from the Orioles, along with a host of 

other starters either on the market or considered available in trades, and the reasoning goes 

beyond the desire to make another run at the playoffs. They can’t go into the 2018 season with 

Bundy and Gausman as the sole members of the rotation. 

 

This is simple math. They need three more starters for the major league rotation, with perhaps 

one coming from the current roster, and others to fill out the Triple-A rotation and provide the 

necessary depth. Sources aren’t needed to state the obvious. It’s out there and everyone sees it. 
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Notes on Machado, Jones and the lack of extension talks 
 

By Roch Kubatko / MASNsports.com 

November 19, 2017 

 

The Orioles are preoccupied with drumming up potential trade partners, putting the most 

appealing and affordable free agents on their board and getting their coaches and various staff 

members under contract for the 2018 season. 

 

Extension talks are on the back burner of the hot stove season. 

 

Manny Machado’s representatives will hear from the Orioles in perhaps a final attempt to keep 

him from entering the free agent market. I don’t see the downside of negotiating during the 

season - Machado doesn’t need to skip games for it and I’m fairly certain that executive vice 

president Dan Duquette or managing partner Peter G. Angelos can squeeze in the necessary 

hours - but there’s always the fear that it could become a distraction. 

 

Anyway, the Orioles are waiting to revisit the subject after a few previous attempts that didn’t go 

far. 

 

“We’ve been focused on the trade possibilities and adding some players and also working on 

what we’re going to have to pay some of the players in the arbitration process,” Duquette said. 

“That’s been the focus of our work the last couple of weeks. Once we get our focus a little 

clearer on those issues, we can look at some other ones.” 

 

Can the Orioles afford Machado? I seriously doubt it. The exorbitant cost in this market seems 

like an incredibly poor and unrealistic match. Take a poll within the organization and you won’t 

find many people brimming with optimism. But the sides need to talk again. 

 

Machado didn’t play shortstop this year after making six starts in 2015 and 43 in 2016. There 

were whispers that the physical toll caused Machado to lose interest in the position, but I’ve 

heard that it remains his preference. Tim Beckham is on the roster, however, and the Orioles are 

left to decide whether he’s trustworthy with the glove. The bat certainly was a blessing in 

August. 

 

The point here is that the door on Machado playing shortstop hasn’t slammed shut. 
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There’s such a fan and media preoccupation with Machado and closer Zach Britton, whether to 

trade or hold onto for at least one more run at a championship, that a player who rivals manager 

Buck Showalter as the face of the franchise seems to be an afterthought. 

 

Anyone remember Adam Jones? The five-time All-Star center fielder who’s also approaching 

free agency? 

 

Oh yeah, that guy. 

 

Jones has $17 million remaining on the six-year, $85.5 million extension he signed in May 2012, 

at the time ranking as the largest contract in club history. 

 

“I fit here in this city,” he said at his press conference. “I fit here on this team. I fit in Camden 

Yards. I don’t see myself wearing another white uniform that doesn’t have Orioles across the 

chest. 

 

“I’m not from Baltimore. This is now my town.” 

 

Duquette began negotiations with Jones’ agent in spring training and resumed talks a few weeks 

before reaching an agreement. During the season, with no deadline. Just as they did with J.J. 

Hardy in October 2014. 

 

“The dude rang the cash register every time he hit a home run,” Duquette said of Jones, in one of 

his most memorable lines with the Orioles. 

 

Jones had one more year on his original deal. 

 

“Now, I don’t have to worry about trade deadline, free agency,” Jones said. “I don’t have to 

worry about any of that, just worry about being a part of the best team in baseball.” 

 

The worrying is right around the corner, though Jones doesn’t strike me as the type who’s going 

to break out in cold sweats and lose sleep. 

 

He’ll limit the tossing and turning to making pizzas - the only food analogy that came to me. 

#StayHungry. 

 

Jones, 32, completed the 2017 season with a .285/.322/.466 slash line, 28 doubles, a triple, 26 

home runs and 73 RBIs in 147 games. His WAR increased from 1.1 to 2.5 according to Baseball-

Reference.com. He led the American League with a .361 average with runners in scoring 

position. And he’s the first player in franchise history with 25-plus home runs in seven 

consecutive seasons. 

 

His importance in the clubhouse and the community could fill an entire web page. 

 

The defensive metrics over the past two seasons haven’t been favorable for Jones, who registered 

a -13.3 ultimate zone rating (UZR) and a -14.4 UZR150 in 2017, according to FanGraphs. The 

Twins’ Byron Buxton led the American League with a 9.9 UZR and 13.1 UZR/150. 

 

Buxton had 24 defensive runs saved, Jones -12. But manager Buck Showalter will bristle at the 

reciting of metrics and talk about players passing the eye test. 

 

The length of an extension, if the sides agree to one, could determine how long Jones remains in 

center field. It would require an upgrade at the position, whether in-house or outside the 

organization. But that’s a conversation for another time. 

 

It’s hard to believe that Jones has been an Oriole for 10 years. Has it really been that long since 

the Mariners overpaid for Erik Bedard? 

 

Paul Blair played center field with the Orioles for 12 full seasons. He also played parts of one 

game at third base in 1968 and 1970, which requires an explanation that I can’t offer at the 

moment. 

 



 

 

Al Bumbry moved around the outfield early in his career before making 108 starts in center in 

1977. 

 

Am I the only person who blocked out how Bumbry played 68 games with the Padres in 1985 

before retiring? 

 

Going back to Jones, tickets are available for his fifth annual #StayHungry Tailgate on Monday, 

Nov. 27 from 3:30 p.m.-8 p.m at the Purple Tailgate Zone on W. Ostend St. Click here for more 

details. 

 

Rookie outfielder Trey Mancini is a confirmed guest of the tailgate. 

 

More than $80,000 has been raised for the Boys & Girls Club of Baltimore, including $50,000 

last year. 
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More on the Rule 5 draft and coaches’ contracts 
 

By Roch Kubatko / MASNsports.com 

November 18, 2017 

 

As Monday’s deadline approaches to protect players in the Rule 5 draft, the Orioles continue to 

deliberate on the number of additions to their 40-man roster. 

 

They have 10 openings with the removal of their free agents, so space isn’t a concern. They 

won’t protect that many players, but it’s nice to have the flexibility. 

 

“We have a number of players under consideration,” said executive vice president Dan Duquette. 

“The roster deadline is Monday, so we’re going to work on that through the weekend. Ideally, 

we’d like to save some room to sign some players.” 

 

Pitcher Hunter Harvey is the slam-dunk of the group. I’m expecting infielder Steve Wilkerson to 

be placed on the 40-man roster based on his season at Double-A Bowie, his impressive showing 

in the Arizona Fall League, where he batted .317/.396/.512 with three doubles, five triples, one 

home run and 10 RBIs in 23 games with the Salt River Rafters, and the Orioles’ need for a utility 

infielder. Wilkerson will compete for the job if he stays. 

 

Baysox catcher Austin Wynns has plenty of supporters in the organization, including Duquette, 

manager Buck Showalter and director of player development Brian Graham. And the Orioles’ 

catching depth would take a hit without him, considering how Francisco Peña and Audry 

Perezare minor league free agents. He’s definitely in the discussion. 

 

I’ve written some other names under consideration, including pitchers Luis Gonzalez, David 

Hess and John Means. Gonzalez didn’t allow an earned run in 9 2/3 innings with Salt River. 

The Orioles will leave room on the 40-man for players signed as free agents or acquired in 

trades. Of course, they can always subtract if they’re full. 

 

They routinely keep at least one opening for the Rule 5 draft. They added outfielders Anthony 

Santander and Aneury Tavárez at last year’s Winter Meetings and pitchers Jason Garcia and 

Logan Verrett in 2014, so one isn’t always enough. But it isn’t a certainly that they’ll make a 

selection next month since Santander must be kept on the active roster for the first 44 days of the 

season. 

 

Assumed, yes, but not a guarantee. 

 

“The club has been active in the Rule 5 draft,” Duquette said, “although this year we have a 

carryover in the Rule 5 in Anthony Santander.” 

 

Makes you wonder whether they’ll try to carry two of them on opening day. 
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Left-hander Tanner Scott and catcher Chance Sisco would have been protected, but the Orioles 

already put them on the 40-man in September while selecting their contracts. 

 

“We’ll add a couple of players, a couple of obvious players,” Duquette said. “And then we’re 

going to have to sift through and look at what the opportunity is for some of the other guys in the 

minors.” 

 

Having so many tough choices is a good reflection on a farm system that’s on the rise. 

 

“The outside reviews on our player development operation are pretty good this year,” Duquette 

said. “A lot of outside sources have upgraded the Orioles’ player development operation and 

they’re primarily doing that because we had a number of players that came back and had some 

good years. 

 

“We had some players who were high draft picks, like Hunter Harvey, who looks like he’s 

healthy, and DJ Stewart, who had a really good year in Double-A, particularly in the second half 

when he showed the power and speed and the promise that he showed in college and the club 

made him the top pick. Those guys are in the mix, and beyond that we have a little bit more 

depth. 

 

“(Trey) Mancini had a good year. He wasn’t on a lot of people’s radars going into the season, but 

he had a good year and was recognized in the voting for Rookie of the Year. And some of these 

other guys came along and had pretty good years.” 

 

As reported a few weeks ago, all of the coaches have been invited back for the 2018 season and 

the Orioles are in the process of gathering signatures on new contracts. Most of the deals expired 

on Oct. 31. The ones belonging to third base coach Bobby Dickerson, bullpen coach Alan Mills 

and assistant hitting coach Howie Clark expire on Dec. 31. 

 

“We’ve been working on that situation, but it’s not completely resolved,” Duquette said. “We’re 

still working on that and we’ll try to get that resolved this week. We made offers to the coaches 

and there’s another group of coaches whose contracts are up at the end of December, so we want 

to try to get everybody signed up before we make an announcement.” 

 

Scouting director Gary Rajsich isn’t signed beyond this year. 

 

“We’ve been working on the other personnel and the other employee contracts and we’re going 

to try to get those resolved as soon as we can,” Duquette said. “We had some staff contracts that 

were up on the 31st of October and there are some others between now and the end of the year, 

so we’re working on the baseball operations and the rest of the organization.” 

 

Shameless plug alert: I’m appearing on “Wall to Wall Baseball” from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on 

MASN. Please note the change in time. 
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Is there a preference for Cobb or Lynn? (plus Rule 5 talk) 
 

By Steve Melewski / MASNsports.com 

November 20, 2017 

 

If the Orioles pursue either or both of free agent right-handers Alex Cobb or Lance Lynn, they 

would probably be delighted to get either pitcher. And either would be a huge addition to their 

rotation for 2018 and beyond. 

 

But is one the better choice? 

 

Lynn went 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA over 186 1/3 innings last season for the St. Louis Cardinals, the 

team he has pitched for since 2011. He has been a consistent winning pitcher for that club, 

posting ERAs between 2.74 and 3.97. With a 3.38 career ERA, he has been an above-average 

starter with ERA plus ratings of 133, 129 and 124 over the past three seasons. A 100 is league 

average. 

 

Lynn finished seventh in the National League in ERA and sixth in opponent batting average 

(.223). He recorded 18 quality starts and tied for the major league lead in allowing two earned 

runs or less in 23 starts. His 96 quality starts since 2012 are tied for 10th in the NL and he missed 

the 2016 season after undergoing Tommy John surgery in November 2015. 

 

His walk rate is a concern. It was 3.8 batters per nine innings last year and is 3.5 for his career. 

He allowed 1.3 homers per nine innings last season, but that number is 0.8 for his career. 

 

Cobb went 12-10 with an ERA of 3.66 over 179 1/3 innings for the Tampa Bay Rays in 2017. 

His ERA was 4.52 after his first 12 starts. But in his last 17, Cobb went 8-5 with an ERA of 3.07, 

allowing three earned runs or less 14 times. He set career highs in wins, innings and starts (29). 

A real plus for the Orioles would be Cobb’s effectiveness in nine starts last summer against 

Boston, New York and Toronto. In those nine, he was 4-3 with a 2.96 ERA. 

 

Cobb also had Tommy John surgery, with his procedure coming in May 2015. That limited him 

to five September starts the following year. 

 

A concern or two may be that Cobb has never made 30 or more starts or thrown 180 or more 

innings. While his ERA was 2.46 at home in 2017, it was 4.72 on the road. For those concerned 

about pace of play, Cobb took 26.2 seconds between pitches last season, the third-highest mark 

in the AL. 

 

I will give a slight lean to Cobb as the better choice here, even though MLBTradeRumors.com 

ranked Lynn as the No. 9 best available free agent this winter and Cobb No. 11. Lynn is clearly 

the better innings eater and has had a consistent career. But Cobb’s AL East experience and 

better walk rate are plusses. He averaged 2.2 walks per nine last season and 2.6 in his career. 

Lynn strikes out more batters, but I’ll take the lower walk rate over that. 

 

Possible 40-man additions: The deadline for teams to add players to their 40-man rosters to 

protect from losing them in the Rule 5 draft is later today. The Orioles’ 40-man is at 30 right 

now. 

 

I’ll predict that four players get added today. Pitcher Hunter Harvey is the easy choice and he 

will get added. He may even find his way onto the 25-man roster at some point during the 2018 

season and make his major league debut. I will guess that catcher Austin Wynns, utility 

player Steve Wilkerson and starting pitcher David Hess also get added. 

 

In addition to the Orioles liking the talents that Wynns, Wilkerson and Hess bring to the table, all 

three would have the potential to stick with another club as a Rule 5 pick. Wynns could make it 

as some club’s backup catcher, Wilkerson as a utility infielder and Hess in either the rotation or 

bullpen. 
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Lefty Luis Gonzalez had a strong performance in the Arizona Fall League, but I still think he is 

on the bubble to make the 40-man and will guess he doesn’t. But you can sure make a case for 

him. 

 

Just because the Orioles have so many 40-man openings doesn’t mean they need to add more 

players this year. They don’t have to have 40 on the 40-man and will want to leave a few spots 

open for possible free agent additions. 

 

Earlier, I wrote this entry about players eligible for the Rule 5 draft next month. 

 

Here is a partial list of other players that are eligible for the Rule 5 draft next month: Cristian 

Alvarado, Armando Araiza, Brandon Barker, Pat Connaughton, Drew Dosch, Paul Fry, 

Randolph Gassaway, Jay Gonzalez, Matthew Grimes, Josh Hart, Jordan Kipper, Branden 

Kline, Lucas Long, Adrian Marin, John Means, Yermin Mercedes, Alex Murphy, Ademar 

Rifaela, Ryan Ripken, Erick Salcedo, Travis Seabrooke, Matt Wotherspoon and Mike 

Yastrzemski. 
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Week in review: Givens’ future role, trade talk and more 
 

By Steve Melewski / MASNsports.com 

November 19, 2017 

 

It is time for another week in review entry, where we take a look back at some of the stories and 

discussions featured here in the last week. 

 

On Monday, we looked at reliever Mychal Givens and his possible future as a closer for 

the Orioles. Givens went 8-1 with a 2.75 ERA and 1.042 WHIP last season. His average against 

dropped from .220 in 2016 to .200 and he reduced his walk rate from 4.3 per nine innings, which 

was much too high, to a more workable 2.9 walks per nine. 

 

Givens seems to have the velocity, the quality of pitches and the makeup to be a future closer if 

the Orioles look at him for that role. 

 

On Tuesday, in a somewhat related story, we looked at the possibility of trading closer Zach 

Britton. And just what the return might be. The Orioles clearly need starting pitchers, but are 

teams going to move established starters even for a pitcher at the level of Britton? It seems some 

of the top teams looking for a closer might be more inclined to move prospects rather than a 

starter with an established track record of success. 

 

Among Friday’s topics was second baseman Jonathan Schoop finishing 12th in the voting for 

American League MVP. Plus, we revisited a discussion on free agent pitcher Tyler Chatwood, 

who seems to be one of what is likely many starters on the O’s radar. 

 

Last year, he went 3-8 with a 6.01 ERA and .302 average against at home in Colorado. On the 

road, he was 5-7 with a 3.49 ERA and .200 average against. For his career, he has a 5.25 ERA 

with a 1.14 homers/nine innings at home and an ERA of 3.31 with 0.71 homers/nine on the road. 

 

We are probably going to hear and read about the O’s interest in many free agent starters and 

with three vacancies in the 2018 rotation, that makes perfect sense. Here are more. 
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Another look at pace of play, plus final AFL statistics 
 

By Steve Melewski / MASNsports.com 

November 18, 2017 

 

Once again, Major League Baseball is talking about pace of play. They don’t refer to this as time 

of game, which was up in 2017 and the longest we’ve ever seen. But MLB wants more on-field 

action and wants it to happen it seems, in a more timely fashion. 

 

But let’s talk time of game for a moment. In 2015 - the first year of new pace of play rules - the 

average time of game was 2 hours, 56 minutes. That went up to 3 hours in 2016 and to 3 hours, 6 

minutes last season. In the 2017 postseason, the average time of game was 3 hours, 29 minutes. 

But as some of the postseason games proved, if the game is great and the drama level is high, 

we’ll watch - no matter the time of game. 

 

There is a discussion about implementing a 20-second pitch clock and limiting the number of 

mound visits by players and coaches in 2018. How about making batters stay in the batter’s box 

and not step out so often? How about working on ways to speed up the process of getting a relief 

pitcher into the game and ready to pitch? Fans always bring up limiting the commercials, but the 

broadcast companies that pay such large rights fees will always need to get some of that money 

back. 

 

Each time this discussion comes up, the conversation invariably turns to whether this is even a 

problem that baseball needs to address. It takes time to play nine innings and one of the great 

things about the sport is that you need to get 27 outs to win. You can’t run out the clock or take a 

knee to end it. And even if MLB officials make changes that enhance pace of play and reduce 

time of games, will it make enough of a difference to provide positive and long-lasting change? 

 

Is some of this directed at teenaged fans with short attention spans that have been raised in a 

video game and Twitter world? Can MLB even hold on to these fans or create more fans from 

this demographic? 

 

Whether we like it or not, or think it needs to be addressed or not, pace of play and time of game 

are once again topics in MLB. 

 

Wrapping up the AFL: Here are the final stats on the Orioles players that competed for Salt 

River in the Arizona Fall League. That team finished 13-15-2. Today, Mesa and Peoria will meet 

in the AFL championship game. 

 

Lefty Keegan Akin went 1-1 with a 2.76 ERA over nine games. In 16 1/3 innings, he allowed 10 

hits and five runs with five walks to 13 strikeouts. Lefty batters hit .160 and right-handed hitters 

.176 off Akin. He gave up three runs his last two games as his ERA rose from 1.46 at that point. 

Lefty Tanner Scott went 0-2 with an ERA of 12.54 over five games. In 9 1/3 innings, he allowed 

11 hits and 14 runs (13 earned) with 11 walks, seven strikeouts and a .297 average against. 

 

Lefty Luis Gonzalez went 2-0 with an ERA of 0.00 in nine games. In 9 2/3 innings, he allowed 

five hits and one unearned run. He walked two and fanned six. Lefty batters went just 1-for-13 

against Gonzalez. 

 

Right-hander Jesus Liranzo pitched four games and 4 2/3 innings before he was shut down with 

minor shoulder soreness. Liranzo allowed seven hits and six runs with six walks and three 

strikeouts. 

 

Ryan Meisinger replaced Liranzo on the Salt River roster and the right-hander pitched in four 

games and did very well. Over six innings, he gave up one hit and two unearned runs. He had no 

walks or strikeouts and AFL batters went just 1-for-18 against him. 

 

Infielder Ryan Mountcastle played in 21 games and hit .244 with four doubles, three homers and 

14 RBIs. He ended his play in the AFL on an eight-game hitting streak. 
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Outfielder Anthony Santander played in 18 games, batting .208 with one homer and 15 RBIs. He 

hit .350 (7-for-20) with runners in scoring position. 

 

Infielder Steve Wilkerson played in 23 games, batting .317 with three doubles, five triples, one 

homer and 10 RBIs. He had an OPS of .908. 

 

Wilkerson and Gonzalez could be among those added to the 40-man roster on Monday. That is 

the last day to add players to the 40-man to make them ineligible to be selected by another club 

at the Rule 5 draft at the Winter Meetings. 
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Rumor Central: Orioles showing interest in Lance Lynn? 
 

By Alex Tekip / ESPN.com 

November 20, 2017 

 

The Baltimore Orioles, in need of rotation help, are interested in free-agent right-hander Lance 

Lynn, sources tell MLB.com's Jon Morosi. 

 

Lynn became a free agent after rejecting a one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer from the St. 

Louis Cardinals on Thursday. 

 

The 30-year-old was 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA and 1.23 WHIP in 33 starts -- tied with Gerrit 

Cole, Dan Straily and Zach Davies for the most in the National League -- this past season. He 

missed all of 2016 after undergoing Tommy John surgery. Minus 2016, Lynn has thrown at least 

175 innings in every season since 2012. 

 

Although Lynn would be a durable boost to the O's rotation, they are believed to be more 

interested in fellow free-agent righty Alex Cobb, given his experience in the AL East. Cobb, 30, 

turned down the Tampa Bay Rays' qualifying offer on Thursday. 
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Orioles face a tough reality with Zach Britton 
By Buster Olney / ESPN.com 

November 19, 2017 

 

In the eyes of some rival evaluators, the Orioles have been overachievers the past six years. With 

a win-loss record of 66 games over .500 in that span, Baltimore has reached the playoffs three 

times, despite inhabiting the same division as the Yankees and Red Sox, which is why those 

evaluators tend to give the Orioles the benefit of the doubt. 

 

“They exceed your expectations most of the time,” said an official. “They figure something out.” 

 

Ingenuity is needed now more than ever in Baltimore, because of stark roster shortages and a 

mass of contract quandaries. In discussions early this offseason, the Orioles have signaled to 

other teams that they will have to move some money -- and, specifically, they are prepared to 

listen to offers for the more expensive pieces from their group of relievers, including closer Zach 

Britton. It might be that, given the timing of this urgency, they can’t necessarily expect a lot in 

return. 

 

The Orioles probably could’ve gotten a big haul for Britton if they had moved him in the 

summer of 2016, and there was measured trade interest this past July, after he was hurt early in 

2017. Now the left-hander needs just a year to reach free agency, and after he goes through his 

last round of arbitration, he’ll probably have a salary of something in the neighborhood of $14 

million to $15 million. 

 

MLB Offseason Preview: 

 

The Orioles believe that Britton is fully recovered from his arm trouble and that he’ll wholly 

regain the command that sometimes eluded him in the last two months of the 2017 regular 

season. But between Britton’s impending free agency, recent medical history and high salary, 

Baltimore probably can’t expect to get a big piece in return for the lefty who had one of the 

greatest seasons ever for a reliever in 2016. 

 

The calendar works against the Britton’s market value, as well: Relievers have almost always 

had better trade value in July than in the winter, because teams feel a heightened sense of 

urgency to add one or two more finishing pieces to bullpens. 

 

Kansas City was in a similar situation with Wade Davis last winter. Davis pitched effectively in 

2016 but had some arm trouble, and Davis locked into a $10 million salary for 2017 with just 

one season remaining before free agency. The Royals flipped him to the Cubs for outfielder 

Jorge Soler -- something of a gamble. 

 

“You could see what the Royals were thinking,” said one NL official. “There was a chance they 

might hit big with Soler, for a year of Davis.” 

 

That deal for the 25-year-old Soler didn’t pan out in his first season with the Royals, as he batted 

.144 with a .503 OPS in 35 games for Kansas City. And the Orioles probably aren’t going to get 

a can’t-miss player for Britton, either. If the offers aren’t suitable, Baltimore could just keep 

Britton for at least the start of the 2018 season; if the Orioles fall out of the race, they could swap 

him under more favorable trade conditions in the middle of next summer. 

 

But the Orioles have a desperate need for payroll flexibility right now, with only two 

experienced starting pitchers under contract -- Kevin Gausman and Dylan Bundy. Baltimore has 

been linked in media speculation to a number of free-agent starting pitchers but probably isn’t in 

a position yet to bid competitively on the top two tiers of free agents because of other 

obligations. Adam Jones will make $17.3 million next year, Mark Trumbo $12.5 million and 

Chris Davis $23 million; and through arbitration, third baseman Manny Machado, second 

baseman Jonathan Schoop and reliever Brad Brach will all get big raises. Darren O'Day is in line 

to make $9 million in each of the next two seasons. 
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If the Orioles bypass a Britton trade this winter, they’ll probably look to move one or two of their 

other expensive relievers, Brach or O’Day, in an effort to improve a rotation that constantly left 

Baltimore in early-game holes this past season. Baltimore’s 5.70 ERA for starting pitchers was 

the worst in the majors last season, and in the second half of 2017, the position players seemed 

beleaguered after months of being asked to overcome deficits. 

 

The Orioles need help and might have to sacrifice closer Britton to get it. 

 

The Giancarlo Stanton dilemma: 

 

Some evaluators walked away from their Giancarlo Stanton conversations with the Marlins 

believing that Miami probably still needs something of a reality check. Stanton is owed $295 

million over the next 10 years in a deal that also includes an opt-out clause after the 2020 season 

and a full no-trade clause, and because of that enormous contract, there is great skepticism about 

the Marlins’ request for big-time prospects in return for the National League MVP. 

 

“If he was a free agent this offseason [at age 27], he probably wouldn’t get $295 million -- but he 

wouldn’t be that far away from those numbers,” said one executive. “He’s still pretty young, and 

he took a big step forward this year. Maybe the Marlins can find teams willing to take the 

money. But they’re not going to find teams willing to give up both the money and the prospects, 

and that’s why [they’ll] probably have to choose: They can either take the talent and eat some of 

the money, or they’ll have to prioritize the [money] savings.” 

 

The Marlins also have to hope Stanton is open to some of their trade ideas and doesn’t limit their 

options to a mere handful of teams, such as the Dodgers, Giants, Yankees and Cubs. If the 

Marlins have an opportunity to dump most of Stanton’s contract and add some talent, it’ll be 

interesting to see if they’re open to taking back an expensive veteran in return to help make the 

money work -- someone like Cubs’ Jason Heyward and a portion of the money owed to him; the 

Giants’ Denard Span or Brandon Belt; or the Yankees’ Jacoby Ellsbury. The Giants probably 

match up better than any other team in a Stanton trade and are desperate for a power hitter in the 

middle of their order, but they will try to get the Marlins to take back a bad contract in any deal -

- and some rival evaluators wonder if Stanton might shy away from San Francisco. Stanton was 

the best player on a bad Marlins’ team in 2017, and because the Giants have an older roster of 

players, it stands to reason he would be in the same position in San Francisco by 2020. 

 

Some teams prefer the Marlins’ Christian Yelich over Stanton because of the money attached to 

Stanton. But the Marlins have indicated to other teams that their first priority is trading Stanton, 

and they won’t start seriously entertaining offers for Yelich or Marcell Ozuna until they try to 

move the biggest contract. 

 

Around the hot stove: 

 

Tony La Russa landed with the Red Sox as a special assistant to David Dombrowski, but before 

that, there had been conversation within the organization about La Russa serving as the bench 

coach for new manager Alex Cora. ... There has been a lot of speculation about Boston pursuing 

either J.D. Martinez or Eric Hosmer, but in the end, former Indians first baseman Carlos 

Santana might be a better fit for a more modest price tag. ... Martinez had a great year 

offensively, and his agent is reportedly looking for a deal in the area of $200 million, but some 

clubs think Martinez will be better suited as a designated hitter than playing in the outfield within 

a few years and note that the highest-paid designated hitter last winter -- Edwin Encarnacion, 

with the Indians -- got just $60 million. 
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Rumor Central: Alex Cobb drawing interest from Orioles? 
 

By Nick Ostiller / ESPN.com 

November 18, 2017 

 

After declining a one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer from the Tampa Bay Rays, 

pitcher Alex Cobb recently became a free agent and already is drawing interest from another AL 

East team. 

 

According to Jon Morosi of MLB Network, the Baltimore Orioles are eyeing the right-hander as 

they look to bolster a starting rotation that finished with the worst ERA in baseball last season. 

 

Cobb, 30, went 12-10 with a 3.66 ERA and 128/44 strikeout-to-walk ratio across 179 1/3 innings 

(29 starts) last season for Tampa Bay -- his first full year since undergoing Tommy John surgery. 

 

He has allowed 2.6 walks per nine innings throughout his six-year career, and the Orioles 

surrendered the second-most walks in the American League last season. 

 

Cobb is familiar with the AL East, and has found some success against the division's top teams at 

their home stadiums. He owns a 5-1 record with a 3.15 ERA in seven starts at Fenway Park and 

is 1-2 with a 3.12 ERA in five starts at Yankee Stadium. 

 

Cobb earned $4.2 million last season with the Rays. 
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Report: Orioles interested in Lance Lynn 
 

By Ashley Varela / NBCsports.com 

November 18, 2017 

 

The Orioles singlehandedly kept the rumor mill churning this weekend. MLB Network’s Jon 

Morosi reports that the club is interested in making a play for free agent right-hander Lance 

Lynn, adding him to a list of potential candidates that also includes free agent righty Alex Cobb. 

The two are expected to command similar contracts in free agency, but Morosi notes that the 

Orioles may prefer Cobb based on his familiarity with the AL East. 

 

Lynn, 30, is two years removed from Tommy John surgery on his right elbow. Despite missing 

the 2016 season, he bounced back with a respectable 11-8 record in 33 starts and complemented 

his efforts with a 3.43 ERA, 3.8 BB/9 and 7.4 SO/9 over 186 1/3 innings for the 2017 Cardinals. 

He lost several days with a blister on his pitching hand in early September, but managed to avoid 

any major injuries and can reasonably be expected to shoulder another heavy workload in 2018. 

 

Lynn may not be the Orioles’ first choice to beef up their starting rotation, but there’s no doubt 

that he’ll be in high demand as one of very few viable starters on the market this winter. The 

veteran righty rejected his one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer from the Cardinals on 

Thursday and will likely be seeking a multi-year contract, one that Derrick Goold of the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch estimates around five years and $100+ million. If the Orioles are willing to 

bite that bullet, they’ll still need to compensate the Cardinals with their third pick in next year’s 

draft. 
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Report: Orioles interested in Alex Cobb 
 

By Ashley Varela / NBCsports.com 

November 18, 2017 

 

MLB Network’s Jon Morosi reports that the Orioles have interest in free agent right-hander Alex 

Cobb, who rejected his one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer from the Rays earlier this week. 

Cobb was most recently linked to the Cubs, who reportedly reached out to his agent during the 

GM Meetings and garnered mutual interest from the righty, but nothing appears to be set in stone 

yet. 

 

Cobb, 30, completed his sixth season with the Rays in 2017. He went 12-10 in 29 starts and 

turned in a respectable 3.66 ERA, 6.4 SO/9 and career-best 2.2 BB/9 in 179 1/3 innings. Despite 

losing a couple of weeks to turf toe, he remained healthy for most of the year and showed no 

signs of the elbow issues that robbed him of the majority of his 2015-2016 campaigns. 

 

It’s still fairly early for any deals to come to fruition, but Morosi notes that the Orioles seem to 

be focused on bulking up their rotation during the first few months of the offseason. It’ll take 

more than a healthy Alex Cobb to right that ship, however: Orioles’ starters earned a collective 

5.70 ERA and 5.5 fWAR in 2017, good for worst and fourth-worst marks in the league, 

respectively. Behind Kevin Gausman and Dylan Bundy (and perhaps Gabriel Ynoa/Miguel 

Castro), they still need three viable starters to compete in 2018. Whether or not they can afford to 

spring for a single starter with Cobb’s price tag (four years, $48 million, per MLB Trade 

Rumors) remains to be seen. 
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Tap-In Question: Is Chance Sisco a slam-dunk for your 2018 

Opening Day roster? 
 

By Dan Connolly / BaltimoreBaseball.com 

November 19, 2017 

 

While we wade through the “Orioles have interest in fill-in-name starting pitcher” reports, all of 

which seem both obvious and premature to those who have spent a nanosecond paying attention 

to this team this past season and in recent history, I thought I’d bring another issue into the Tap 

Room today. 

 

It’s one that seems obvious, too, but I’m not sure it should be. And so I wanted to get your 

thoughts. Pull up a barstool and hear me out. 

 

Now, I admit this is not the most pressing issue facing the Orioles this offseason. It’s pretty far 

down on the list, but it also has some fairly far-reaching tentacles. 

 

As I’ve written in the past – and likely will write plenty of times this winter – the Orioles need to 

acquire two to three established starting pitchers if they expect to compete in 2018. One likely 

will be through free agency, so any one out there that qualifies, well, qualifies as a person of 

interest for the Orioles. And we’ll be tracking those developments throughout the next few 

months. 

 

But my discussion today is who will catch those new pitchers, and the carryovers from the 2017 

roster? 

 

Welington Castillo is a free agent, and he’s going to be exploring a multi-year deal from another 

team. That, we all presume, leaves 31-year-ol Caleb Joseph as the starting catcher. 
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A clubhouse favorite, Joseph is a good game-caller, allowed only two passed balls in 2017 and 

hit .256 with eight homers in 89 games, a huge step above his homerless 2016 campaign. He also 

threw out only 18 percent of runners this past year, far below his career average (31 percent) and 

league average (27 percent). 

 

The other assumption is that 22-year-old, backstop-in-waiting Chance Sisco will be Joseph’s 

backup in 2018 and may begin in a legitimate timeshare. 

 

That’s what everyone wants anyway. Sisco has been the catcher-of-the-future since he was taken 

in the second round of the 2013 draft out of a California high school. He hasn’t disappointed, 

batting a combined .311 in five minor-league seasons while usually being among the youngest 

players in his respective leagues. 

 

It was just a matter of time until he was in the big leagues. And that time came in September, 

when Sisco received a call-up and had six hits, including two homers, in 18 at-bats. 

 

So, the call from the stands – and from some high in the organization – is let the kid play in 

2018. 

 

And I get that – to an extent. 

 

There are some red flags here for me. I detail most of them in this piece I did this month for 

pressbox.com. I encourage you to read it before commenting in the Tap Room today. 

 

But the gist is this: Cisco is still learning how to play catcher, something he didn’t do full-time 

until he was a senior in high school four-plus years ago. He didn’t throw out any of five 

basestealers in the majors this year; he threw out 23 percent in AAA last year and 21 percent in 

his career in the minors. 

 

He also hit .267 in his first, full-time year at Triple-A Norfolk – which means he didn’t tear it up 

offensively — and is still learning the nuances of baseball behind the plate and calling a game. 

 

I was told by several people that he is improving defensively, and that’s encouraging. But the 

question is what furthers his development: More seasoning as an everyday catcher in the minors 

or the tutelage of Joseph and catching instructor John Russell every day at the big league level? 

 

I feel like most of you will go with the latter. We all love prospects and want to see the young, 

exciting guys succeed. 

 

But catcher is a different position than any other. It takes most players years to truly develop, 

because defense is more important than offense at catcher. Look at Joseph: He’s heading into his 

first year as a true starting backstop at 31. 

 

Here’s what I suggest: Pencil in Sisco as Joseph’s back-up this spring and then watch his 

performance closely before automatically giving him the trip up north. Meanwhile, bring in a 

legitimate, veteran defensive catcher this winter on a minor-league deal that could step into the 

role in April if another evaluation of Sisco shows he’d be better off with everyday time in the 

minors. And also keep an eye in the spring on Austin Wynns, who is considered a better 

defensive catcher than Joseph and turns 27 in December. 

 

It may be unconventional, but maybe you leapfrog Wynns from Double-A Bowie to the majors, 

because a big-league backup playing twice a week needs defense more than offense. And you do 

that until Sisco is fully ready. Sounds silly until you consider Wynns is four years older than 

Sisco. 

 

Anyway, I’m sure many of you just want to see Sisco play. I get that. And I’d advocate giving a 

young guy like outfielder Austin Hays a spot in the 25-man roster next year, wind him up and let 

him go. 

 

But, to me, catching is different. And Sisco really can be the future behind the plate. So, I think 

the Orioles need to handle this one carefully. 

 



 

 

What’s your call? 

 

Tap-In Question: Is Chance Sisco a slam dunk for your Orioles’ Opening day roster? 
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Mayors' Feed the Hungry volunteers pack holiday food 

donations 
 

ABC7.com 

November 17, 2017 

  

SARASOTA, FL (WWSB) - The Mayors' Feed the Hungry program took over the spring 

training home of the Baltimore Orioles Friday.  

 

Ed Smith Stadium Friday once again played host to the "Thanksgiving Sorting Day," where 

volunteers organized and packaged donated food items that will be picked up by churches, 

charities and local food pantries.  

 

The Mayor’s Feed the Hungry Program was started in 1987 and has collected and distributed 200 

tons of food and $2 million in food gift cards to the hungry in Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

 

The program was started by former Sarasota Mayor Fredd Adkins.  
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