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Inbox: Which young players will step up in '19? 
Beat reporter Thomas Harding answers Colorado fans' questions 

 
By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 19, 2018 

 

DENVER -- The first offseason installment of the Rockies Inbox is chock full of questions about players who could be 

making an impact in 2019. 

SlackerPerfectionist@colohockeygirl 

I have 2 pitcher questions. Is Estevez expected to be healthy and part of the team next year? Also, what 

happened to Hoffman? I was kind of surprised he wasn’t called up at the end of the year when the Rox were 

desperate for a fill-in starter. 

Carlos Estevez suffered a couple of freak injuries -- an oblique strain when he bent to pick up a ball while playing catch in 

Spring Training and a right elbow strain when he pushed to get up off the bench after pitching in a game at Albuquerque. 

He was healthy enough to finish the Triple-A season, but his strike-throwing was not at a level that justified a callup. 

As for Jeff Hoffman, after seeing his decidedly mixed performance in the Major League bullpen, the Rockies judged him 

to strictly be a starter. Hoffman had a mixed second half at Albuquerque (6.06 ERA but with several stellar performances), 

and when the Minor League season ended in early September, there wasn't a spot for him in the rotation. When they 

were short a starter on Sept. 25, that was way after Hoffman's season had ended so they went with Chad Bettis in the 

10-3 win over the Phillies. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 22, 2018 

https://twitter.com/colohockeygirl
https://twitter.com/colohockeygirl
http://m.mlb.com/player/608032/carlos-estevez
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
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Both pitchers will be expected to compete for the Opening Day roster next season. Going into 2018, Estevez had one 

Minor League option and Hoffman had two. The official MLB ruling on options for next season will be made after the 

World Series. 

 

Charlie Drysdale@CharlieDrysdale 

What's the plan with Tapia in 19? Has only 1 option left, had 27 PA's in 25 games. Was a top 100 prospect by 

Prospectus 4 years in a row. Has a career MiLB avg of .319. Finished this season with same OPS+ as Parra. 

Once the Rockies signed Carlos Gonzalez in March, Raimel Tapia's opportunity to break into the regular lineup to start 

the season disappeared, then David Dahl emerged and surpassed him. Whatever the OPS+ comparison over Gerardo 

Parra's full season and Tapia's partial one, Parra slashed .292/.469/.417 in his 24 plate appearances as a substitute in 

the second half and earned trust in those situations. 

Do the Rockies go back to Parra or even Gonzalez as an outfield bench bat? It's a similar situation to the one at the 

starting second base job; do you go with a veteran or turn it over to Tapia after years of development in the system? For 

his part, Tapia is working to become stronger and faster for next season. 

 

J.W. Mountain@JWMountain1 

Does Brendan Rodgers make a meaningful impact in 19? Does he make the opening day roster or begin the year 

in Albuquerque? 

The guess here is Brendan Rodgers, the Rockies' No. 1 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, would begin next season in 

Triple-A, unless he becomes Trevor Story of 2016 in Spring Training and forces a decision. Rodgers had an excellent 

performance at Double-A Hartford, but recurring hamstring issues slowed his performance at Albuquerque and kept him 

out of the Arizona Fall League. 

 

Sam Campfield @SamCampfield 

Can you please inform us about the Rockies TV deal. It's been one of the worst in baseball. Any chance that 

changes it improves soon? RSN's are one of the most important things in baseball and I'd love to learn more 

about the Rockies position. 

https://twitter.com/CharlieDrysdale
https://twitter.com/CharlieDrysdale
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
https://twitter.com/JWMountain1
https://twitter.com/JWMountain1
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
https://twitter.com/SamCampfield
https://twitter.com/SamCampfield
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The Rockies' television deal runs through 2020. And to your point about its worth, here is a 2016 Fangraphs article that 

ranks the clubs' television contracts by estimated revenue for the club. The Rays, listed below the Rockies by Fangraphs, 

have since signed a new contract. 

If current trends hold, the Rockies and several other teams with expiring TV deals could see revenue bumps, in part 

because MLB has been a leader in technology and viewership trends. 

 

John Gillespie@JJGill7 

I’m a season ticket holder. I’ve called inquiring whether we’ll see ticket price increases. I’m willing if we lock 

Nolan longterm and sign DJ asap. Any “insider” info??? 

 

My job would be a heck of a lot easier if I sat in on their meetings. But could a potential new TV deal mentioned above 

make signing Nolan Arenado to a multi-year deal possible? Certainly. To me, DJ LeMahieu comes down to the Rockies 

deciding if they want to compete on the market or if they feel comfortable turning over second base to Garrett Hampson. 

It's always a decision in a draft-and-develop organization. 

  

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/estimated-tv-revenues-for-all-30-mlb-teams/
https://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Journal/Issues/2018/02/26/Media/Sports-media-sidebar-1.aspx
https://twitter.com/JJGill7
https://twitter.com/JJGill7
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
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Davis named finalist for NL Reliever of the Year 
Diaz, Treinen, Kimbrel in AL; Hader, Jansen, Davis in NL 

 
By Manny Randhawa | MLB.com | Oct. 19, 2018 
 

The Mariano Rivera American League Reliever of the Year Award and the Trevor Hoffman National League Reliever of 

the Year Award, both presented by The Hartford, are scheduled to be presented Oct. 27 at Game 4 of the 114th World 

Series. 

From now until 11:59 p.m. ET on Oct. 26 -- the date for World Series Game 3 -- you can submit a pair of names at 

MLB.com to determine who the fans believe should be the winners. Balloting for the awards will be conducted among a 

panel of eight all-time great relievers. Rivera and Hoffman, both of whom spent their entire careers in one league en route 

to the top of the all-time saves list, are joined by three Hall of Fame relievers -- Dennis Eckersley, Rollie Fingers and 

Bruce Sutter -- as well as Lee Smith, John Franco and Billy Wagner. The panel includes the six all-time saves leaders 

who are no longer active players. 

The eight voters rank the top three AL relief pitchers and the top three NL relief pitchers based solely on regular-season 

performance and using a 5-3-1 weighted point system. Commissioner Rob Manfred and an executive from The Hartford 

typically present the honors along with the awards' namesake closers. 

This has become a tradition during each Fall Classic, as these Reliever of the Year Awards in 2014 replaced the Delivery 

Man of the Year Award, which had been presented to one winner from 2005-13. The awards continue a longstanding 

baseball tradition of honoring the game's top bullpen arms. Here's a look at this year's top contenders: 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Edwin Diaz, Mariners: Diaz threatened the all-time single-season mark for saves (62 by Francisco Rodriguez in 2008), 

finishing with 57 on the season for the Mariners. That tied Bobby Thigpen (1990 White Sox) for the second-highest single-

season save total in MLB history. Overall, Diaz posted a 1.96 ERA in 73 appearances, striking out 124 of the 280 batters 

he faced (44.3 percent). 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621242/edwin-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/477557/francisco-rodriguez
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Blake Treinen, Athletics: Treinen was a revelation for the upstart A's, who shocked the baseball world by winning 97 

games and reaching the postseason. The 30-year-old right-hander posted a 0.78 ERA with 38 saves for Oakland, fanning 

100 of the 315 batters he faced (31.8 percent), while walking just 21. 

Craig Kimbrel, Red Sox: Kimbrel was once again excellent for the 108-win Red Sox, being named an All-Star for the 

seventh time in his nine-year career. He posted a 2.74 ERA with 42 saves and struck out 96 of the 247 batters he faced 

(38.9 percent). He won the Rivera AL Reliever of the Year Award last year, and the Hoffman NL Reliever of the Year 

Award in 2014 while with the Braves. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Josh Hader, Brewers: Hader was one of the most dominant relievers in the NL during the 2018 season, as part of an 

elite Brewers bullpen that helped Milwaukee win the NL Central for the first time since 2011. The 24-year-old left-hander 

finished with a 2.43 ERA in 55 appearances, striking out nearly half of the batters he faced (46.7 percent). He also set an 

expansion-era MLB record by fanning 16 consecutive batters over five appearances in September. His 143 strikeouts are 

also a single-season record for a left-handed reliever. 

Kenley Jansen, Dodgers: Jansen has become a perennial candidate for the Reliever of the Year Award, and 2018 was 

no exception. The 31-year-old right-hander battled some health issues toward the end of the season, but still posted a 

3.01 ERA with 38 saves for the NL West champion Dodgers. He has won the last two Hoffman NL Reliever of the Year 

Awards. 

Wade Davis, Rockies: In his first season with the Rockies, Davis had some ups and downs, but still led the NL with 43 

saves. Though his ERA was 4.13, his FIP was 3.65 and his WHIP was 1.06, as he continued to demonstrate why he is 

one of the game's best closers. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/595014/blake-treinen
http://m.mlb.com/player/518886/craig-kimbrel
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/445276/kenley-jansen
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
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Report: Rockies’ Seunghwan Oh considering returning to native South Korea in 2019 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

Right-handed reliever Seunghwan Oh, who would play a significant role in the Rockies’ 2019 bullpen, could be headed 

back to his native South Korea. 

According to Jee-ho Yoo of the Yonhap News Agency, Oh told reporters Wednesday that he is considering returning to 

pitch in the Korea Baseball Organization. If he does, he would leave a big hole in the Rockies’ bullpen. 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” Oh said. “I feel like I want to return to 

the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this decision alone. I’ll 

have to speak with my agency about the next season.” 

The right-hander, acquired by Colorado from Toronto in a late-July trade, went 6-3 with three saves and a 2.63 ERA in 73 

appearances for the Blue Jays and Rockies. He has a vesting club option worth $2.5 million for next season, which kicked 

in after he surpassed 70 appearances in 2018. Oh’s contract included a $250,000 buyout. 

Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich could not be reached for comment Wednesday regarding the story. 

According to the report, Oh said his fatigue comes from dealing with life away from the ballpark. 

“It’s not easy living in a foreign country. You have to face the opposing hitters on the mound, and there are a lot of other 

things you have to battle off the field,” Oh said. “Everything away from the stadium is an extension of competition.” 

The former Korea Baseball Organization (KBO) All-Star pitched in 2016-17 with the St. Louis Cardinals and was with the 

Hanshin Tigers in Japan in 2014 and 2015. 

The Rockies are already facing the possible loss of right-handed set-up man Adam Ottavino, who will be a free agent. 

Ottavino, who turns 33 next month, posted a 2.43 ERA and ranked second among National League relievers with 112 

strikeouts, the most ever by a Rockies reliever in a single season. He’s considered one of the best free-agent relievers in 

the upcoming market. 

  

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118230
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2018/10/17/0200000000AEN20181017010900315.html
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Rockies Insider: Assessing the impact of Seunghwan Oh’s potential return to South Korea 
On Wednesday, Oh told the Yonhap News Agency that he desires to pitch in the Korea Baseball Organization 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 20, 2018 
 

Say it ain’t so, Seunghwan Oh. 

According to Wednesday’s report via the Yonhap News Agency, the 36-year-old veteran right-handed reliever is 

considering going back to South Korea for next season. 

As for his reasons for a desired return to the Korea Baseball Organization, Oh cited the 24/7 demands of living in a foreign 

country — his interpreter Eugene Koo needed at his side at all times — in addition to the fact that his family is always 

6,000-plus miles away. 

One of Asia’s all-time greatest bullpen arms pitched in the major leagues for the past three seasons with the Cardinals, 

Blue Jays and Rockies, and Colorado acquired him from Toronto in a deadline trade on July 26. 

He posted a 2.53 ERA in 25 games for the Rockies, emerging as an uber-reliable “Final Boss” out of the bullpen as 

manager Bud Black’s confidence waned in other struggling middle relievers such as Bryan Shaw and Jake McGee. 

So, if Oh does indeed return to South Korea, Colorado’s bullpen will be on even shakier offseason ground. 

Adam Ottavino, who posted a bullpen-high 2.6 WAR in 2018, is a free agent and likely not to be re-signed. The 

beleaguered Shaw and McGee are amid three-year, $27 million contracts and currently look like expensive dead weight. 

All of those holes mean that Scott Oberg will need to continue to be money in 2019, and young right-handers Yency 

Almonte and DJ Johnson may be called upon in bigger roles than initially expected. 

And, Oh’s departure could mean that general manger Jeff Bridich — already with his plate full of hot-stove decisions — 

might need to add a quality veteran reliever to his offseason shopping list. 

 

  

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/17/rockies-seunghwan-oh-considering-return-south-korea-in-2019/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/19/rockies-interpreter-eugene-koo-seunghwan-oh/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/09/24/tyler-anderson-shoulder-update-adam-ottavino-reflects/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/14/2019-rockies-questions-offense-second-base-bullpen/
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Rockies’ end-of-season catching analysis: Grading Chris Iannetta, Tony Wolters, Tom Murphy and Drew Butera 
Each of the four receivers saw time behind the dish in 2018, and all of them struggled to meet expectations in the box 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 18, 2018 
 

No aspect of the Rockies’ 2018 lineup struggled more mightily to produce offensively than the catchers did. Colorado had 

four players combine to hit a team positional low .206 in 500-plus at-bats. 

The following is analysis on each of Colorado’s catchers, grades for their play this season, and individual prospects 

heading into 2019. 

Chris Iannetta 

The veteran got the bulk of the playing time behind the dish after signing a two-year, $8.5 million deal before the season. 

Iannetta hit .224 with 11 home runs and 36 RBIs in 110 games (83 starts), posting a -0.4 wins above replacement (WAR). 

He gave Colorado more offensive power in the position than the team’s other three options, even though the 35-year-old’s 

defensive abilities didn’t fully measure up to Tony Wolters, Tom Murphy and Drew Butera. Grade: C 

Tony Wolters 

The third-year pro hit a paltry .170 with three homers and 27 RBIs in 76 games (56 starts). His average was the lowest of 

any Colorado regular, although his 0.3 WAR led the team’s catchers and he came through with one of the Rockies’ 

biggest hits of the season, a seeing-eye single in the top of the 13th of the wild-card game that led to a 2-1 Rockies’ win at 

Wrigley Field. Though reliable behind the dish — Wolters’ 0.9 defensive WAR tied for second on the team with Trevor 

Story — the big question going into 2019 is whether the 26-year-old can improve on offense. Grade: D+ 

Tom Murphy 

After being called up from Triple-A Albuquerque on June 12, the 27-year-old played in 37 games for Colorado this season, 

starting 19 while hitting .226 with two home runs and 11 RBIs with a -0.3 WAR. He showed continued improvement in 

blocking, receiving and game management throughout the summer, but there’s still plenty of room for Murphy to improve 

defensively.  He also posted the team’s second-fasted pop time (1.98 to Butera’s 1.99) but it remains to be seen whether 

he can develop into a bonafide big-league hitter. Grade: C- 
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Drew Butera 

Acquired from the Royals on August 31 as Colorado attempted to shore up its offensive defencies at the position, it’s 

unclear what general manager Jeff Bridich was expecting from a player who had hit .188 in 51 games for the Royals prior 

to the trade. If Bridich was thinking that Butera would all of a sudden morph into a stalwart hitter within the elevation of 

Coors Field, those hopes were misguided, as Butera hit just .214 with one home run and three RBIs in 10 games (five 

starts). He posted a -0.6 WAR and was 0-for-2 in the postseason. Grade: D 
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Rockies’ end-of-season infield analysis: DJ LeMahieu’s likely departure takes luster off golden group 
The infield was the Rockies’ heart and soul, but huge questions loom, including the futures of Nolan Arenado and DJ 
LeMahieu 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 18, 2018 
 

Rockies infielders sparkled on the diamond and produced at the plate in 2018 — with one big exception. 

It’s possible that third baseman Nolan Arenado, with a 5.6 WAR (wins over replacement), shortstop Trevor Story (5.6 

WAR) and second baseman DJ LeMahieu (3.0 WAR) could all win Gold Gloves. 

The exception was first baseman Ian Desmond (-0.6 WAR) who had some big moments at the plate and improved his 

defense a bit, but produced a slash line of .236/.307/.422 that was much less than you’d expect from a player whose $22 

million salary was the highest on the club. 

Overall, it’s fair to say that the infield was the Rockies’ heart and soul, but huge questions loom, including the futures of 

Arenado and LeMahieu. Following is a breakdown of the infielders’ 2018 season and the outlook for 2019: 

GOLD STANDARD 

3B Nolan Arenado: An all-star for the fourth time, Arenado led the National League with 38 home runs and became just 

the second player in big-league history to record at least 35 home runs and 35 doubles in four consecutive seasons 

(Albert Belle, 1993-96). By Arenado’s own assessment, it was “an up-down-year,” with some late-season slumps that 

frustrated him. 

Arenado, 27, batted .317 with runners in scoring position and his 13 game-winning RBIs ranked fifth in the NL. Arenado, 

who made $17.75 million this season, is entering his final year of arbitration and is scheduled to become a free agent at 

the end of next season. Arenado said he “expects to be with the Rockies in spring training.” A trade, however, can’t be 

ruled out. Arenado is likely to make at least $25 million through arbitration. Grade: A. 

SS Trevor Story: It was a breakout season for Story, who led the NL in extra-base hits (85), swatted 37 home runs and 

had a .567 slugging percentage, the second-highest in the league. The athletic Story became the first shortstop in MLB 

history with at least 40 doubles, 30 home runs and 25 stolen bases. 

After striking out a league-high 191 times in 2017 (38 percent), Story modified his approach and reduced that number to 

168 (28 percent) this season. Colorado manager Bud Black said Story deserves to win a Gold Glove. Grade: A. 

 

 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113234
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106108
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43756
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SILVER MEDAL 

2B DJ LeMahieu: The 2016 NL batting champ (.348 average) clearly didn’t have his best season at the plate, posting a 

slash line of .276/.321/.428, his worst year at the plate since 2014. Part of that could be attributed to three trips to the 10-

day disabled list for a hamstring strain, fractured thumb and a strained oblique. LeMahieu, 30, did smack a career-high 15 

home runs and showed increased pull power. 

Defensively, LeMahieu was as brilliant as ever. His 2.2 defensive WAR ranked eighth among all big leaguers, regardless 

of position. He led all NL second baseman in fielding percentage (.993), zone rating (.859) and defensive runs saved (18). 

LeMahieu is scheduled to become a free agent and should get a big bump from his $8.5 million salary. LeMahieu does 

not expect to re-sign with the Rockies, and their loss will be another team’s gain. Grade: B-plus. 

 

BELOW EXPECTATIONS 

1B Ian Desmond: The veteran’s season began terribly. He hit .154 in April and .215 in May before he went on a tear in 

June and July. In 48 games, he slashed .291/.383/.534 with 10 home runs. But if any player epitomized Colorado’s roller-

coaster offense, it was Desmond, whose 83 OPS+ was the lowest among Rockies regulars. (OPS+ accounts for league 

and park factors and sets the scale at 100 as being average). 

Desmond’s penchant for pounding the ball into the ground killed a number of would-be rallies. His 256 groundouts were 

third-most in the NL, and led to 17 double plays (most on the Rockies, tied for eighth in the NL). 

Desmond, however, did steal 20 bases, drive in 88 runs, hit 22 home runs and had a career-high eight triples, tied for third 

in the NL. For what it’s worth, teammates and manager Bud Black gave Desmond bonus points for his clubhouse 

presence. Next season, the third of his five-year, $70-million deal, Desmond will make $15 million. Grade: C-minus. 

 

UPSTARTS 

1B/2B/3B Ryan McMahon: The versatile 23-year-old was optioned to Triple-A twice during the season before being 

called up for the rest of the season July 29. He made 21 starts at first base, eight at second and eight at third. His game-

winning home runs against the Dodgers on Aug. 10-11 provided a big boost to Colorado’s playoff run. 

McMahon hit five home runs in limited at-bats, but his long swing led to 65 strikeouts in 181 at-bats (35 percent) and a 

.307 on-base percentage. He hit .309 at Coors Field but just .149 on the road. While his future looks bright, he was 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115279
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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overmatched, at times, by big-league pitchers. He could see a lot of playing time at both first base and second in 

2019. Grade: C. 

 

2B/SS Garrett Hampson: The speedy infielder, 24, appeared in 24 games across three stints with the Rockies, starting 

five games at shortstop and five at second. He hit safely in eight of his 10 starts with a .313 average with a .421 on-base 

percentage. 

Hampson doesn’t hit for a lot of power, though he did mash 10 home runs at Triple-A Albuquerque, but his soft hands 

make him valuable at the plate and in the field. In 305 minor-league games, he stole 123 bases and was caught just 23 

times. There is a chance he’ll become Colorado’ everyday second baseman in 2019. Grade: B. 

 

Utility Pat Valaika: After a terrific 2017 season, Valaika struggled mightily in 2018, batting just .156 in 112 at-bats. Last 

season, he led MLB pinch hitters with 16 RBIs, 12 runs, eight doubles and 12 extra-base hits. But that magic was missing 

this season when he batted .161 as a pinch hitter with two doubles. He’s going to need an excellent spring training to stick 

with the Rockies. Grade: D-minus.   
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AFL Week 2: Tyler Nevin shines, Ryan Castellani struggles 

 
By Samantha Bradfield | Purple Row | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

Rockies infield prospect Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP) continues to shine in the Arizona Fall League, recording four more 

hits in three games this week. He currently is in the middle of a five game hitting streak in five games played thus far. 

Nevin was a late addition to the AFL roster after Brendan Rodgers was scratched to rest his shoulder this offseason, but 

so far he has proven that he deserves his roster spot. 

Pitching prospect Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP) pitched two quite different games for the Rafters this week. His first on 

October 15 was a gem — 3 2⁄3innings of no-hit baseball with three walks and two strikeouts. But he struggled in his 

second appearance and was lifted for Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP) after giving up four hits and stranding two runners 

after 1 ⅔ innings. Castellani would eventually be charged with five earned runs after Tinoco gave up back-to-back singles 

to bring the runners around. Tinoco himself would be charged with three hits and one earned run in 1 1⁄3 innings. 

★ ★ ★ 

Week of October 15-20 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 5.1 IP, 4 H, 5 ER, 7 BB, 4 K 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 4-for-10, R, 4 RBI, 2 BB 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 2-for-13, R, RBI, 3 K 

Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 3.1 IP, 4 H, 1 ER, 2 BB, 5 K 

Josh Fuentes: 3-for-16, R, 2B, SB, 3 K 

Mitch Horacek: 2.0 IP, 1 H, K 

Justin Lawrence: 2.0 IP, 1 H, 1 BB, 2 K 

★ ★ ★ 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/293781/jesus-tinoco
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302017/jesus-tinoco
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/254384/josh-fuentes
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AFL Season Total 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 3 GS, 8.1 IP, 8 H, 8 ER, 8 BB, 7 K (8.64 ERA) 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 5 G, 8-for-19, 5 R, 2B, 7 RBI, 4 BB, K (.421/.500/.474) 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 5 G, 6-for-22, 3 R, 3B, 6 K (.273/.273/.364) 

Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 7.1 IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 3 BB, 7 K, HR (2.45 ERA) 

Josh Fuentes: 8 G, 6-for-29, 3 R, 2 2B, 3B, 2 RBI, 2 BB, 8 K (.207/.258/.345) 

Mitch Horacek: 4.2 IP, 7 H, 3 ER, 4 K, HR (5.79 ERA) 

Justin Lawrence: 4.0 IP, 5 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 3 BB, 2 K (4.50 ERA) 
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Read Rockies owner Dick Monfort’s letter to season ticket holders 
Feeling Rockies baseball withdrawals and looking ahead to 2019 

 
By Tim Boettcher | Purple Row | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

I have to admit I’m still having withdrawals and trouble coming to terms with the fact that another Rockies baseball 

season has come to a close. I miss flipping on the game when I get home, and I miss texting with my buddies from the 

time the lineup comes out until the last pitch is thrown. The high of having the division within our reach and the extra 

inning victory over the Cubs still seems greatly overshadowed by being swept by the Brewers and sitting in a frigid Coors 

Field watching another team celebrate on our home turf. The high and low of the postseason is captured in two lasting 

images: 

I’ve been a season ticket holder since 1994, and I do know as the pain fades in the offseason it will be replaced by 

optimism that 2019 will be the year we finally win the division and move past the first round of the postseason (at the very 

least)! 

The Rockies’ C-Suite is looking forward to 2019 as well. At the end of each season Dick Monfort sends out a season 

wrapup email to season ticket holders, below is this year’s edition. 

Rockies Executive Update from Dick Monfort 

It is hard to believe another season has come and gone - earlier than we wanted, but it was such a great year in so many 

ways. Our 91 regular season wins were the second-most in franchise history, and we were one win away from our first 

division title. We won a game for the ages at Wrigley Field to kick off the postseason, and if you are like me, it seemed as 

if every game in September was a playoff game. 

I stressed through every out this season, which can be very exhausting over the course of 162-plus games, but I would do 

anything to be stressing over an LCS game right now! I recall talking to Buddy after the team had lost a couple games and 

having him assure me that these guys show up every day, prepare and get ready to do battle, firmly believing we can win 

that day’s game – and, like you, I could see that. I was proud of our players’ grit and determination; I was proud of their 

professionalism; I was proud of the fact that they never gave up, even in the toughest stretches of the season. I firmly 

believe that we have the tools to compete at an even higher level next year. We all know how close we are, and if the 

team prepares this offseason as well as they did the last, we can win the division and more. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/chicago-cubs
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/milwaukee-brewers
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I was also proud of the fact that our players and coaches continually acknowledged all of you for the unwavering support 

you show our team every game. Each team has its advantages when it comes to location. In Denver we have our 

gorgeous sunsets, we have ideal summer weather, we have a beautiful ballpark anchoring a great downtown, and we get 

to host the best fans in the game. For the first time since 2001, we sold over three million tickets! Even though Denver is 

the 19th largest market, our fans turned out in numbers that ranked seventh in baseball in attendance. That’s an elite 

mark that you all set and we thank you for your tremendous support. 

As we prepare for the 2019 season, a natural step in our annual business planning is evaluating our ticket pricing. We 

understand that no one wants to pay more. However, our prices continue to be some of the lowest in baseball. We will be 

instituting a modest price increase for 2019, and hopefully this will allow us to assemble the championship team we all 

want. 

I would like to end with this: First and foremost, I am a fan, my heart pounds like yours, my anger rises over a bad call or a 

bad game. And that’s because we all care, we love our Rockies and we want the world to know how special this place and 

our team truly are. Everything we do here starts with all of you. Without your support, we can’t compete. So from the 

bottom of my heart, thank you. As I have told people, the 2018 season was like a great movie, but I just didn’t like the 

ending. I commit to you that we will do all we can possibly do to provide even more excitement and results in 2019. You 

deserve the best product on the field and off, and we will deliver it. I’m proud of our team, our employees, our city, our 

state and region, and most important, you, our loyal fans. 

See you next spring and GO ROCKIES! 

Sincerely, 

Richard L. Monfort 

Owner/Chairman & CEO 

Through the years many people have questioned if Rockies ownership really cares about winning. I firmly believe that 

they do. During times of frustration I’ve even had a couple conversations with Monfort, which further reinforced my belief 

that he is passionate about putting a winning team on the field each and every year. 
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I appreciate the pledge to use a ticket price increase not for rising expenses but “to assemble the championship team we 

all want.” Now it’s up to Jeff Bridich and his team to figure out how to make that happen. If Bridich is looking for 

suggestions I just happen to have a rough draft of my 5 point plan for the offseason: 

1. Add a power hitting OF or 1B 

2. Upgrade the catcher position 

3. Get rid of some of the dead weight in the bullpen (even if it means eating some salaries) 

4. Let the best players play every day, even if they’re young 

5. Show Nolan the money! 

Monfort cares about winning, and so do I. If this plan isn’t the Rockies’ cup of tea, I hope their ideas for improvement are 

even better. We’ll see. 

See you next spring, too, Dick. And GO ROCKIES! 
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Drew Butera didn’t do much in limited playing time for the 2018 Rockies 
The Rockies felt they had a problem at catcher and somehow arrived at Butera as the solution 

 
By Adam Peterson | Purple Row | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 27, Drew Butera (0.0 rWAR) 

In 2018, Drew Butera had his worst season in seven years. Then he was traded to the Rockies. 

Butera is a career backup catcher. His career high is 254 plate appearances in his sophomore season back in 2011 with 

the Twins. That year, franchise icon Joe Mauer battled injuries and so Butera became the primary catcher, posting a 19 

wRC+ and a -1.6 rWAR. In 2014 he had 192 PA with the Dodgers (61 wRC+) and 177 last year with the Royals (60 

wRC+). 

Maybe he’s an excellent defender, one would be expected to wonder. Alas, he’s been at or above average twice since his 

rookie year, according to Baseball Prospectus’ Fielding Runs Above Average, which incorporates framing, blocking, and 

throwing for catchers. His best year, 6.6 FRAA, came in 2014 with the Dodgers. 

This year, he caught 14 of the first 20 games for the Royals while they waited for Salvador Perez to recover from injury. 

In 52 games he had 166 PA with .188/.259/.289 with 28 hits and 37 strikeouts, -6.0 FRAA, good for a 49 wRC+. 

All that’s to say: Drew Butera hasn’t been anything more than a mediocre back-up catcher. And yet, the Rockies traded 

for him just before the waiver trade deadline on August 31 in exchange for Jerry Vasto and cash. 

Overall, Butera didn’t do much in his six weeks with the Rockies. He had three hits in 16 plate appearances. His lone 

extra base hit was a two-run home run in the eighth inning of what became a 14-0 Rockies win. His only appearance in 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/32738/drew-butera
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255290/drew-butera
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/minnesota-twins
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/648/joe-mauer
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/kansas-city-royals
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129118/salvador-perez
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/308911/drew-butera
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/10/19/17974774/colorado-rockies-jerry-vasto-2018
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/299500/jerry-vasto
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the postseason came in the Wild Card Game, entering the game at catcher in the bottom of seventh. He caught five 

innings, went 0-for-2 with a walk, allowed a wild pitch and a catcher’s interference. 

It would be easy for The Drew Butera Experience with the Rockies to be reduced to a historical footnote fans use to test 

each other 10 years from now on how well they remember the 2018 playoff teams. But that wouldn’t do justice to the 

question of why he was on this roster in the first place. 

Our own Renee Dechart found three possible reasons why the Rockies went out of their way to acquire Drew Butera. 

(1) They needed another back-up catcher, (2) sticking to the roster in place without being reactionary, and (3) the value of 

experience. 

Heck, those reasons are even plausible! Both Tom Murphy and Tony Wolters had fallen out of favor due to lack of 

performance, and Jeff Bridich did not want to make a big change, but he did want experience. Unfortunately, the Rockies 

didn’t have a lot of options, especially since it was the August 31 trade deadline. 

The reasoning for adding a catcher wasn’t flawed. It still doesn’t answer the question why the Rockies spent limited 

resources, even though the cost wasn’t high, on a player with a career 51 wRC+ and -11.5 FRAA. “Postseason 

experience” isn’t a great answers, as Butera had only appeared in three postseason games and had two at bats prior to 

this season. He’s pitched more regular season games than he’s caught postseason games. 

Of course, we’re talking about a player who appeared in 11 games with 19 plate appearances, including playoffs, and 

finished with 0.0 rWAR for the Rockies; the technical term here is “nothingburger.” Butera is a free agent after this season 

and has a solid chance of catching on with someone this offseason for a back-up role, but almost certainly not with the 

Rockies. 

Just as quickly as he came, he’s gone. The only thing that will remain are the questions of why he was here in the first 

place. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/312429/drew-butera
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/9/1/17809148/colorado-rockies-trade-drew-butera-why
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/314387/drew-butera
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/10/18/17987444/colorado-rockies-tom-murphy-2018-season-review
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/189771/tony-wolters
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/31/rockies-acquire-drew-butera-royals/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/31/rockies-acquire-drew-butera-royals/
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Jeff Hoffman was an injury replacement for the 2018 Rockies 
Hoffman had another discouraging season in 2018 

 
By Eric Garcia McKinley | Purple Row | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 28, Jeff Hoffman (-0.2 rWAR) 

It’s been more than three years since Jeff Hoffman was, as the only top 100 prospect of the three pitchers, the 

centerpiece of the Troy Tulowitzki trade. It hasn’t been a smooth ride since then, and 2018 may have been the most 

discouraging season yet. 

Hoffman pitched just 8 2⁄3 innings across six appearances and two separate call-ups, both caused by injuries to other 

pitchers. His first call-up came in June after Mike Dunn went to the 60-day DL. Hoffman made five relief appearances. 

The second time the Rockies called him up was in July to replace Antonio Senzatela, who went on the 10-day disabled 

list. His major league season came to an unceremonious end on July 13 after he pitched 3 1⁄3 innings in a spot start 

against the Mariners. 

He didn’t pitch well in those innings either. The 9.35 ERA can maybe be small sample sized away, but Hoffman also 

walked nearly 16% of the batters he faced. His command was worse in 2018 than in the past, and it wasn’t really that 

great before. It’s also likely that Hoffman’s peak in terms of fastball velocity has already come and gone, as he sits around 

93 mph as opposed to the 95 we saw from him two years ago. 

To make matters worse, Hoffman wasn’t good in Triple-A either. He posted a 4.94 ERA over 105 2⁄3 innings. He struck out 

8.7 batters and walked four per nine innings as a starter. Hoffman now finds himself pretty low on the Rockies’ depth 

chart, and he’s more likely to be called upon to take bullpen innings rather than start games. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/282122/jeff-hoffman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301998/jeff-hoffman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/493/troy-tulowitzki
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303184/jeff-hoffman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/68714/mike-dunn
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258605/antonio-senzatela
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/seattle-mariners
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There’s still time to right the ship though. Hoffman will be 26 years old when spring training rolls around. For 

comparison, Tyler Anderson was 26 when he had his breakout season in 2016 — and he didn’t even throw a pitch in 

2015. 

The hope for Hoffman to be a frontline starter is basically gone now. But while Hoffman didn’t provide any value to the 

2018 Rockies, it remains too soon to write him off entirely. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188835/tyler-anderson
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Colorado Rockies fans get the World Series they never wanted 

 
By Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

Well, Colorado Rockies fans, it looks like the worst-case scenario for the World Series has happened. While baseball 

season ended for the Rockies earlier this month when the Milwaukee Brewers eliminated them in the National League 

Division Series, baseball season has officially ended in terms of interest for many in the Mountain time zone. 

When the Los Angeles Dodgers knocked the Brewers out of the National League Championship Series this weekend, 

they also eliminated the last hope that Colorado Rockies fans had for having a team they could root for in the Fall 

Classic. 

Let’s be honest … Rockies fans are still not big fans of the Boston Red Sox after what happened in the 2007 World 

Series. And certainly Colorado fans aren’t going to be cheering for their National League West rivals (and the team that 

beat them in Game 163 this season for the division crown). So a Dodgers-Red Sox World Series is absolutely the worst of 

the worst … and it didn’t take long for the comments about it to start on Rockies Twitter. You can count on  

Some will read this editorial and consider it sour grapes. Get over it, some will say. Well, that’s the beauty of sports. We 

don’t have to get over anything. In fact, we can hold grudges against certain teams and players for quite some time. Some 

people will always hate when their team plays at Coors Field. We can always hate when their team is playing longer than 

ours. 

I considered running a poll to ask which team was the lesser of two evils here, but I think the choice of “none of the above” 

would have won in a landslide. 

Milwaukee, we were counting on you. If you knocked out the Rockies in the postseason, the least you could have done is 

won the whole thing. We were not only counting on you, but rooting for you as well. Now, we get two of the three teams 

with the highest payroll battle it out for the title. Awesome. Just awesome. 

The 2018 World Series will happen and fans from the Northeast and West Coast will revel in it. The rest of us around the 

country … well … we will just keep counting down until pitchers and catchers report and we can focus on the 2019 

campaign. 

  

https://roxpile.com/editorials/
https://twitter.com/purpledinocast/status/1053874379094929408
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Colorado Rockies: How would you change Coors Field’s dimensions? 

 
By Jake Shapiro | Rox Pile | Oct. 20, 2018 
 

DENVER – In a game in September, Colorado Rockies legend Matt Holliday smoked a ball opposite field that would’ve 

ended up tying the game on a ball that landed in the bullpen. Instead, the ball hit the “Bridich Barrier” and, unlike his first 

stint in Denver, it was a double and the Rockies couldn’t plate him. 

Now stories have been done on the Bridich Barrier and its impacts and if it has hurt or helped the Colorado Rockies. If 

you’re unfamiliar, the Rockies raised the right-center field fence from 8-feet-9-inches to 16-feet-6-inches while also 

taking the corner in left field and making it five feet higher at 13 feet.. The more noticeable change is the one in right due 

to its length from near dead center all the way to straightaway right where it meets the out of town scoreboard. 

 

I’m of the belief that, if you look at the pitching success of the past three years and the organizational shift towards 

focusing on the pitchers, the barrier has only helped. 

This article is not about that. This article is a brain storm and I’d love to hear your ideas as well. 

My question: how could the Rockies change Coors Field’s dimensions to make it better, worse or more pinball-y? 

Let’s start with the current dimensions: 

Left Field – 347 feet (106 m) 

Left-Center – 390 feet (119 m) 

Center Field – 415 feet (126 m) 

Right-Center – 375 feet (114 m) 

Right Field – 350 feet (107 m) 

Backstop – 56 feet (17 m) 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hollima01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.mlb.com/news/coors-field-outfield-walls-being-raised/c-165840326
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://roxpile.com/2017/08/28/colorado-rockies-brad-ausmus-pinball-baseball-played-denver/
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Twitter Ads info and privacy 

The Rockies have only made one change to the dominions in their 24 seasons of Coors Field but they’ve thought about a 

few others. Mainly, that’s a plan which owner Dick Monfort has publicly acknowledged he has considered and declined. 

That plan included moving home plate out, keeping the fences where they are but their dimensions would shrink while 

raising their height. This would increase the very limited foul territory, take away singles due to the less space in the 

outfield and turn some home runs into doubles. 

The biggest thing that turns Coors Field into an offensive haven isn’t the propensity for the home run ball but rather the 

amount of bloopers and flares that fall ion for hits. This is why there is no park that has a higher BABIP (batting average 

on balls in play) than Coors. 

So here are three ideas I have to radicalize Coors Field, some for the better, some for the whacky some for the worse 

(depending on which position you fancy. 

No.1, let’s start with a simple one that’s actually realistic. 

Moving in the left field corner. 

In a spot where the Rockies have already toyed with in the adjustment they made prior to the 2016 season, they could 

make their ballpark both more gimmicky, add a nice feature and improve some seating in the process. 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/RoxRoxos/status/1040052420011872259/photo/1
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In the left field corner where the the tunnel is, it might be a cool idea to bring the foul pole in about 20 feet. Note the big 

league minimum for a corner is 325 so it could be no less than that but I think 327 would suffice just fine if you raise the 

barrier as well. 

On this left field line foul pole plateau you could add a really nice bar or market. It would probably look odd if it was higher 

than the 16-and-a-half-foot out of town scoreboard on the other side of the field though it would be a really cheap way to 

get home runs unless a bit higher. The way you could shape it would be similar to the right field foul pole that juts out then 

angles quickly back on but with a larger jut to hold the patrons. This wouldn’t change Coors Field all that much as it would 

be a 20 foot cut into the corner that quickly retreats over about 20 feet. This would also nicely match the angle that the 

stands take as they come closer to the line the closer they get to the outfield wall from the dugouts. 

This would allow the Rockies a premium spot to put a new vendor and add a another great option to a spot in the park 

that already has Famous Daves. 

The downsides to this plan on the field are just cheap offense, albeit for a brief spot. Off the field, the Rockies would lose 

about a section and a half worth of seating as the first bleachers would have to be at the very least rearranged and the 

last section down the third base line would end up being obstructed by your new feature. 

The other thing that makes this plan hard is the tunnel down the left field line that is needed to connect Coors Field to the 

street for machines, parades and other events. I think if you made this platform that hosted this area a metal bridge-like-

structure, you might be able to pull it off. What would be interesting is that the outfield wall would either need to be added, 

padded, or come down like a garage door or something on a daily bases. So long as the vehicles used aren’t higher than 

13 or so feet it should work out fine. 

In short it would be some combination of the Green Monster, Pesky’s Pole and the bars the Cardinals have down by their 

foul pole. 

No. 2 … This is never going to happen but the visual is terrific. 

No fence in centerfield. 

Okay, already acknowledged, it’s not going to happen but imagine a Matt Kemp type hits a ball 430 to dead center it 

bounces into the pond/fountains and Charlie Blackmon has to jump in, fish out the ball then throw a soggy ball to the 

cutoff man. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/k/kempma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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The Rockies might actually want to keep Chuck in center in this circumstance given that he’s an avid fisherman. 

This isn’t as crazy as the initial thought though. And you could even extend this idea to not just center field but opening up 

the bullpens and the wall would essentially be the giant concrete slab that holds up the concourse. 

At old Yankee Stadium before their renovation in the 1970s, Monument Park (the team’s museum) was in play in dead 

center field. As was a flagpole like the one in Houston until they recently removed their center field hill. The Rockies would 

essentially be playing off this idea and turning an historical park into an actual natural park. What’s more Colorado than 

that? 

As for the bullpens? 

Think about old Polo Grounds which hosted the New York Giants and briefly the Yankees, Mets and the football Giants 

and Jets. Because it was originally built for Polo, upon the first construction it was shaped like a bathtub. The dimensions 

for this upper manhattan stadium was Left Field: 279 ft, Left-Center: 450 ft, Center Field: 483 ft, Right-Center: 449 ft 

and Right Field: 258 ft. What’s interesting here are the power alleys because they’re about 75 feet further than any in 

baseball now and it’s because the bullpens were placed deep into the power alleys and bumping back to nearly 500 feet 

away from the plate — all in play, mind you — in center field. 

But wait there’s more. 

The wall in center was 60 feet hight and included the Giants clubhouse windows which were in play. 

And yet there’s still more. 

The Eddie Grant Memorial Plaque, which was about 470 feet from home plate and 5 feet high in dead center was also in 

play. Grant was the first MLB player to die in World War I. 

So when Willie Mays made that incredible catch in center at Polo Grounds, he also had to deal with all of that which is 

described above. You’re also probably thinking, “Say hey, did anyone ever hit one out?” And of course the answer 

is Babe Ruth, who once hit one an estimated 550 feet. Ruth hit 714 home runs in his career and 85 came at Polo 

Grounds, more than any stadium other than Yankee. What’s funniest about this is that Ruth didn’t hit a regular season 

home run at Polo Grounds after 1922 and played until 1935 because inter-league play didn’t exist yet. 

The Rockies could push back center and make the bullpens in play and still have a pretty home run-friendly park. 

https://roxpile.com/2018/04/23/colorado-rockies-charlie-blackmon-talks-fishing-tells-tales/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/granted01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://www.baseballreliquary.org/about/collections/eddie-grant-memorial-plaque/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/ruthba01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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No. 3 Moving home plate outward 

As mentioned in the intro, Rockies ownership has actually considered this idea. 

In the day of three true outcomes taking away some balls in play by increasing foul territory and home runs would actually 

make the park a bit less hitter-friendly and also take away some balls in play. 

It’s not a half bad idea … but there are some negatives. 

The seating alignment at Coors Field has all the seats facing the pitcher’s mound. Moving home plate outward would have 

all the seats at the park facing halfway up the pitcher’s pathway, which is weird. 

What’s weirder is what would happen to where the foul poles are placed. The right field one would be halfway out on the 

out-of-town-scoreboard and the left field one could be more intrusive to the new massive video board. 

Given that and the dugouts and cutouts, the overall shape of the stadium would no longer match the field and that would 

take away some of the mystique of Coors Field. 

In terms of in-game play I think this could be massively beneficial to the Rockies who are trying to pitch better at Coors 

Field. Though, given the past few seasons what we’ve learned is it’s not Coors Field that’s plagued the Rockies on the 

mound, it’s talent. Now that they have elite pitching talent, games at 20th and Blake have become all that more normal. 

So how would you change the dimensions? Let us know below in the comments section. 
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Colorado Rockies: It looks like it is CarGone for good this time 

 
By Aaron Hurt | Rox Pile | Oct. 20, 2018 
 

After 10 seasons, it is time to move on. Move on from the moon shots into the upper decks of right field. Move on from the 

slick fielding plays in the outfield. Move on from mowing down runners at the plate with his powerful left-handed throwing 

arm. Thanks for the memories Carlos Gonzalez, but it is time for the Colorado Rockies to move on. 

CarGo has had a long and historic tenure with the Colorado Rockies and belongs on the Mount Rushmore of the club. In 

career offensive categories for the franchise, he is in the top 5 for practically every one. For the past 10 seasons, #5 has 

been a mainstay in the Rockies’ lineup and has helped propel them to three playoff appearances … but the Rockies have 

to let him go. 

The last few seasons, the now-33-year-old has seen his production slip. The Rockies surprisingly signed him to a one-

year deal in the middle of spring training last season after a brutal 2017 season. Even though he had a somewhat 

bounceback 2018, giving him another contract would be a mistake as his numbers have clearly dipped and his prime 

production days seem to be behind him. 

Carlos Gonzalez Career by Season 

Year Tm G PA AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB CS BB SO BA OBP SLG OPS OPS+ TB 

2008 OAK  85 316 302 31 73 22 1 4 26 4 1 13 81 .242 .273 .361 .634 71 109 

2009 COL  89 317 278 53 79 14 7 13 29 16 4 28 70 .284 .353 .525 .878 118 146 

2010 COL  145 636 587 111 197 34 9 34 117 26 8 40 135 .336 .376 .598 .974 143 351 

2011 COL  127 542 481 92 142 27 3 26 92 20 5 48 105 .295 .363 .526 .889 125 253 

2012 COL  135 579 518 89 157 31 5 22 85 20 5 56 115 .303 .371 .510 .881 122 264 

2013 COL  110 436 391 72 118 23 6 26 70 21 3 41 118 .302 .367 .591 .958 144 231 

2014 COL  70 281 260 35 62 15 1 11 38 3 0 19 70 .238 .292 .431 .723 88 112 

2015 COL  153 608 554 87 150 25 2 40 97 2 0 46 133 .271 .325 .540 .864 116 299 

2016 COL  150 632 584 87 174 42 2 25 100 2 2 46 129 .298 .350 .505 .855 111 295 

2017 COL  136 534 470 72 123 34 0 14 57 3 0 56 119 .262 .339 .423 .762 86 199 

2018 COL  132 504 463 71 128 32 4 16 64 5 2 37 113 .276 .329 .467 .796 99 216 

Provided by Baseball-Reference.com: View Original Table 

  

Not only would bringing him back for ’18 be bad for production, it would cause other problems. CarGo on the roster would 

once again create a roadblock for many of the touted outfield prospects from making the majors. Raimel Tapia, Mike 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=gonzaca01,gonzal026car,gonzal014car&search=Carlos+Gonzalez&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/3/9/17100390/colorado-rockies-sign-outfielder-carlos-gonzalez-to-one-year-deal
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/3/9/17100390/colorado-rockies-sign-outfielder-carlos-gonzalez-to-one-year-deal
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/OAK/2008.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2009.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2010.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2011.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2012.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2013.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2014.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2015.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2016.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2017.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2018.shtml?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.sports-reference.com/sharing.html?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/gonzaca01.shtml?sr&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool#batting_standard
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/tapiara01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/tauchmi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-


    

30 

 

Tauchman, Noel Cuevas, and others prospects have had their development stunted due to the lack of opportunities that 

was created by the logjam of veteran outfielders that were on the 2018 roster. 

More importantly, going into 2019, the Rockies will be in desperate need for a right-handed corner bat. Whether it is 

moving Ian Desmond to the outfield and looking for a first baseman or sticking with Desmond at first and finding someone 

new in the outfield, they can’t make same mistake as 2018 and continue to play three lefties in the outfield. 

It is difficult to cut ties with a franchise all-time great and fan favorite, but the Rockies must do so in order to give them a 

fighting chance in 2019 and beyond. 

Thank you, Carlos Gonzalez for everything you have done for the Rockies … but it is time to move on. You will be missed 

but not forgotten. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/tauchmi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/desmoia01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Colorado Rockies: Another wrinkle in how the bullpen will look in 2019? 

 
By Noah Yingling | Rox Pile | Oct. 18, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies bullpen struggles were well documented in the 2018 season. However, one of their main stalwarts 

in the bullpen this past season, Adam Ottavino, is set to hit the free agent market this offseason. One of the other main 

stalwarts down the stretch for the Rockies was Seunghwan Oh after the club acquired him via trade from the Toronto Blue 

Jays in late July. With his 70th appearance of the season, his option for $2.5 million vested for the 2019 season but Oh is 

mulling leaving Major League Baseball behind. 

Per the Yonhap News Agency in Seunghwan Oh’s native South Korea (h/t MLB Trade Rumors), Oh, in a press 

conference on Wednesday, spoke to reporters about potentially leaving the Colorado Rockies and returning to the Korean 

Baseball Organization (aka KBO). 

As you may expect, he said that living in a foreign country for 5+ years has taken a toll on him. 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” said Oh, who pitched in Japan in 2014-

15 before coming to North America to play in Major League Baseball. “I feel like I want to return to the KBO while I still 

have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this decision alone. I’ll have to speak with 

my agency about the next season.” 

After the Rockies acquired him in July, the 35-year old South Korean pitched to a 2.35 ERA in 25 games in 21 1/3 innings 

pitched. He also had one save, a FIP of 3.86, a WHIP of 1.031, and he also averaged more than ten strikeouts compared 

to just three walks per nine innings. 

Just by ERA, that was the third best out of the Rockies bullpen (minimum of 15 innings) as he was just behind Adam 

Ottavino (2.43) and Scott Oberg (2.45). Including his time with the Blue Jays in the first half of the season, Oh went 6-3 

with a 2.68 ERA in 73 games. Even better was his overall strikeout to walk ratio as he struck out 10.4 batters per nine 

innings compared to just 2.2 walks. 

Implications on the Rockies 

If Oh were to leave the Rockies, they would have a little bit more payroll flexibility for next season with Oh’s $2.5 million 

but their bullpen would even be in more disarray. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ottavad01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ohse01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2018/10/17/0200000000AEN20181017010900315.html
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/10/rockies-rumors-seunghwan-oh-return-korea-baseball-organization-kbo.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/obergsc01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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With Ottavino set to become a free agent, the next lowest ERA behind Scott Oberg’s was Wade Davis‘s 4.13. The only 

other Rockies relievers to have at least 15 innings out of the bullpen with an ERA below 6 were Harrison 

Musgrave (4.63) and Bryan Shaw, who barely is under that threshold at 5.93. 

The bullpen already needs to be a priority this offseason but the Rockies case would be even more dire if Oh decides to 

return to South Korea. 

There are plenty of options on the free agent market but the Rockies may look to the trade market after they have 

been burned numerous times on the free agent market in the bullpen in the past few seasons. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/daviswa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/shawbr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2016/12/2018-19-mlb-free-agents.html
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BSN Exclusive: A man called “Tiny” who made Colorado’s celebration possible 

 
By Patrick Lyons | BSN Denver | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

DENVER – Arenado. Story. CarGo. LeMahieu. Freeland. Marquez. Ottavino. 

These names and several more are known as the players who made it possible for the 2018 Colorado Rockies to clinch 

their second consecutive playoff appearance. 

Bridich. Black. Rosenthal. Wilson. Cole. 

Other notable names of coaches and front office executives who helped build a team that won at least 90 games for only 

the third time in franchise history. 

But one person may have been even more critical to the popping of those expensive champagne bottles: clubhouse 

manager Mike “Tiny” Pontarelli. 

On a Friday night in late September, the Colorado native was at the forefront in orchestrating the details for the player 

celebration in the clubhouse. 

Pontarelli, in his 12th season with Rockies, got his start with the organization as a bat boy and clubhouse attendant on the 

visiting side. 

When the Rockies pulled ahead of the Phillies on Friday with three runs in the bottom of the fifth, Pontarelli and his crew 

got to work. 

“We were kinda taking a glimpse at where we were at in the game and in about the sixth inning, I reached to our 

engineering department who helps us do all the plastic. Really, that clock starts ticking for us in the sixth inning. My guys 

did an outstanding job of not only getting not just the plastic up, but plastic on the floor, getting the music ready, the lights 

going, the whole pageantry of it looking good. It takes roughly 45 minutes to an hour. So, three innings of baseball to 

make sure all your ducks are in a row and everything’s lined up.” 

The details of preparing the clubhouse was a specific one, especially when it came to setting the stage for all those 

champagne showers. 

“Get all the plastic up, get the champagne unpacked, opened. And it’s not just opening the bottles of champagne – you’ve 

got to take the foil off each bottle, you have to undo all the little cages to get things ready to go so that the players can just 

grab it and pop and go. It takes some time and you’ve got to be ready at any point to pull it back down.” 

The process required all hands on deck in order to construct an environment conducive of such a celebration. 

“There was probably 25 people pulling some weight, doing physical work to make sure that everything goes off without a 

hitch. This is an expansive room. Our clubhouse is looking at 6,000 square feet of space that’s used to celebrate. You’ve 
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got to make sure all your bases are covered, everything is in position and everything is on cue to where everything 

unfolds timing-wise the way it’s supposed to.” 

And it’s not Pontarelli’s first rodeo either. 

Last year, the Rockies won 87 games and earned a playoff berth as one of the Wild Card teams, giving the clubhouse a 

recent memory in how to execute such an operation. 

“We’ve all been through it enough to where we’ve had a lot of experience and we’ve certainly have a lot of hands of deck 

from our engineering department, Aramark facility services, guys who make sure we have enough trash tubs and ice tubs. 

There’s a lot of support outside of the clubhouse staff, too, that helps us do a nice job.” 

Pontarelli was tight-lipped about giving a preview of the celebration on Sunday should the Rockies win their first National 

League West title. 

“It’s business as usual. If things go well for us, we’ll do what we do and if we end up playing somewhere else, we’re 

prepared for that, too. A lot of different scenarios that we’ve had to plan for, but we’re professionals and we’re ready for 

anything.” 
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Rockies reliever eyeing return to Korea? 

 
By Rich Allen | BSN Denver | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

Maybe you can go home again. 

Colorado Rockies reliever Seunghwan Oh told South Korean media he’s considering a return to his home country’s 

professional baseball league in 2019. 

Oh, who was acquired at the 2018 trade deadline, was a much-needed addition to a then-struggling relief corps. He is 

under contract with the Rockies for the 2019 season after his vesting option of 70 appearances in 2018 was fulfilled. The 

$2.5 million he is set to earn would give the Rockies a cheap and reliable late-inning option to help bridge the way to 

Wade Davis. But, the 36-year-old might opt to forfeit that money to return to the Korean Baseball Organization, where he 

is the all-time saves leader. 

“I feel like I want to return to the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans,” Oh told 

the Yonhap News Agency on Oct. 17. 

Oh pitched nine seasons in the KBO, recording 277 saves with a 1.69 ERA in 444 games for the Samsung Lions. He then 

played two years in Nippon Professional Baseball before coming to the United States in 2016. After playing two seasons 

with the St. Louis Cardinals, he signed with the Toronto Blue Jays in the offseason and was traded to the Rockies on July 

26. 

“The Final Boss” helped stabilize an expensive Rockies bullpen that struggled out of the gate. In 25 games for Colorado, 

he pitched high-leverage situations to a 2.53 ERA. Before his acquisition, the Rockies’ bullpen pitched to a National 

League-worst 5.26 ERA, better than only the Kansas City Royals. With Oh, they were third best in the NL and fifth in MLB 

at 3.55. 

Oh means losing one late-inning arm, which can be devastating enough for a team. But, the Rockies are running out of 

time before Adam Ottavino, the team’s most consistent relief arm all season, becomes a free agent. 

Losing one of these players will hurt the Rockies, but losing both could be catastrophic. 

Additionally, the Rockies acquired Oh with the assumption they would likely have him through the 2019 season. Because 

of this, they agreed to deal two of their top prospects: slugging first baseman Chad Spanberger and former first-round pick 

Forrest Wall. Spanberger was crushing Atlantic League pitching for the Asheville Tourists at the time of the trade, and 

Wall is a legitimate five-tool asset that has dealt with health issues but still has MLB upside. 

Twenty-three-year-old pitcher Bryan Baker was included on Aug. 14 as the player to be named later. 
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That’s a significant package of players for 21.1 relief innings. 

There won’t be a silver lining in salary retainment, either, if Oh forfeits his contract. His modest salary is remarkably team 

friendly especially for his production, and the Rockies likely won’t find a replacement for that cost efficiency on the free 

agent market. 

The Colorado Rockies’ offseason hasn’t even started yet, but the alarm bells are starting to ring already. Hang on tight. 
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NL Notes: Marlins, Machado, Rockies 

 
By TC Zencka | MLB Trade Rumors | Oct. 20, 2018 
 

MLB.com’s Joe Frisaro tweeted today that the Marlins have announced a press conference for Monday at Marlins Park. 

No news yet as to the specifics, but with Derek Jeter and President of Baseball Ops Michael Hill planned to be in 

attendance, speculation is there will be news regarding the Mesa brothers. Still, it’s only speculation as of now, and we’ll 

have to wait for tomorrow’s press conference to confirm the specifics. Stay tuned. 

In the meantime, a couple of other notes… 

• Fancred’s Jon Heyman talks to executivesaround the league about Manny Machado’s upcoming free agency and 

whether or not his recent antics will adversely affect his earning potential. Machado’s recent character issues 

trouble many around the league, but his on-field talent continues to speak for itself. One executive suggests the 

Phillies may be the only team willing to give Machado the monster payday many have expected, but at this stage 

any specific prediction remains speculative. People close to Machado have suggested he wants to return to the 

East Coast – specifically the Yankees – but it remains to be seen how exactly the market will shape up for the 

talented infielder. 

• Kyle Newman of the Denver Post suggests the Rockies could push right-handers Yency Almonte and DJ 

Johnson into bigger roles next season. Newman presuppose the departures of  Seunghwan Oh, back to 

Korea,and Adam Ottavino to free agency, but they’re interesting names to dig into regardless. Baseball America 

listed the 6’3” Almonte as the 8th best prospect in the Rockies system last season prior to his debut in June, while 

Johnson is an undrafted 29-year-old rookie having spent time in four organizations. Almonte was a starter in the 

minors, but a 97-98 mph fastball and power slider certainly play well late in games if that’s how the Rockies choose 

to deploy him. Johnson’s stuff isn’t as overpowering, but he nevertheless produced a gaudy 13.66 K/9 while 

pitching in Triple-A this season. That nearly doubles his strikeout rate of the previous two seasons, but he kept it up 

across 6.1 innings as a September callup (12.79 K/9). Neither Almonte nor Johnson are locks to take on major 

roles in the Rockies bullpen, but especially in a bullpen with quite a few overpriced, underperforming veterans 

already on the books, they represent valuable low-cost options that manager Bud Black may turn to in 2019. 

  

https://twitter.com/JoeFrisaro/status/1053695136616644608
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MLBTR Poll: Should Rockies Issue DJ LeMahieu A Qualifying Offer? 

 
By Jeff Todd | MLB Trade Rumors | Oct. 19, 2018 
 

The Rockies hold the distinction of making arguably the single most aggressive deployment of the qualifying offer. Back in 

2014, they extended one to aging corner outfielder Michael Cuddyer after an injury-limited season. Perhaps even more 

surprisingly, he declined it — a QO wouldn’t be accepted by anyone until the following offseason — and not long 

thereafter signed with the Mets, leaving the Rox with a first-round pick for their troubles. 

These days, teams are generally less willing to go out on a limb with the QO. For one thing, we’ve seen several players 

decide they’d rather take the sure payday for one season of work than roll the dice on landing a big, multi-year deal. For 

another, teams have less to gain for their risk under the modified QO rules. 

So, where does that leave the Rockies and free-agent-to-be DJ LeMahieu? The 30-year-old has been a steady presence 

for the Colorado organization, holding down the second base job on a regular basis for the past five seasons. 

Defense has always been the calling card for LeMahieu. He has at times graded as one of the best defenders in the sport. 

And he did so again in 2018, with both DRS and UZR boosting his scores after three years of merely above-average 

ratings. 

While he has produced at about ten percent below league average with the bat in three of the past four seasons, the 

outlying campaign (2016) saw LeMahieu post a stellar .348/.416/.495 slash. And he was able to drive a career-high 15 

balls out of the yard in 2018. 

Though his walk rate fell a bit, and LeMahieu ended with only a .321 OBP, it’s worth noting that he managed only a .298 

batting average on balls in play. That’d be normal for most players, but DJLM has a long history of carrying much higher 

numbers. In the majors, his career BABIP is .343. This does seem tied to his dinger boost, as LeMahieu hit far more 

flyballs (29.5%) than ever before. It’s fair to wonder, then, whether LeMahieu will ever be able to deliver much power while 

also delivering his core skill — an abundance of solid contact and a lofty batting average — at the plate. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cuddymi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2017/08/offseason-primer-the-new-qualifying-offer-rules.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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All things considered, it’s not as if LeMahieu doesn’t have his strengths on offense. He’s fourth in all of baseball in batting 

average over the past four seasons, after all. And the glove is good enough to support him regardless. If you believe UZR, 

he’s a 2-win player who topped out at 4.4 fWAR in 2016. By measure of DRS-applying rWAR, however, LeMahieu is more 

a 3-win annual performer who has topped five WAR at his peak. 

The Rockies do have some options to fill in. Garrett Hampson has always hit in the minors and had a nice first taste of 

the majors in 2018. Ryan McMahon has struggled in the bigs but could also be a factor. And top prospect Brendan 

Rodgers is nearing MLB readiness even as Trevor Story blocks him at shortstop. 

Of course, there are loads of second basemen to be found on the market. That hurts LeMahieu’s outlook and makes it 

likelier he’d accept. Paying him $17.9MM for a single season may be reasonable, in theory, but it’d also severely constrain 

the club as it seeks other improvements. While the Rockies could land a first-round pick if he rejects it, that’d only occur if 

LeMahieu secures at least a $50MM contract. 

As ever, the decision boils down to what the Rockies believe LeMahieu thinks of his market. If the team expects he’ll 

reject the QO, issuing it is a no-brainer. If that’s unclear, the question becomes whether the team finds it palatable to 

imagine him accepting. 

There are a lot of factors, but ultimately it’s a yes/no proposition whether to extend the qualifying offer. What do you think 

the Rockies ought to do?  

  

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2015&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=13,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2015&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=13,d
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hampsga01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcmahry01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/10/2018-19-market-snapshot-second-base.html
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Rockies Notes: Blackmon, Gray 

 
By Steve Adams | MLB Trade Rumors | Oct. 18, 2018 
 

In looking ahead to the future of the Rockies’ outfield, Kyle Newman of the Denver Post suggeststhat the Rockies are 

likely to move Charlie Blackmon, whose defensive ratings in center field plummeted in 2018, to left field in favor of David 

Dahl next season. The two appear to be locks to be in the Colorado outfield next season regardless of alignment, given 

Dahl’s outstanding finish to the season. The 24-year-old former top prospect hit .273/.325/.534 with 16 homers in 271 

plate appearances in the Majors last year, including a ridiculous .287/.330/.655 slash with nine homers in the season’s 

final month. In a second column looking at the rotation, Newman’s colleague, Patrick Saunders, notes that right-

hander Jon Gray drew trade inquiries at the deadline, but the Rockies opted not to sell low on their Opening Day starter. 

Gray, the No. 3 pick in the 2013 draft, undeniably has electric raw stuff, but he’s yet to consistently tap into his front-of-

the-rotation upside in parts of four big league seasons. He’s controlled through 2021, though, so he’d be an incredibly in-

demand commodity in the event that the Rox do at least listen to offers this winter. 

  

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/17/rockies-outfield-analysis-grades/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Ranking the Rockies’ seven free agents and their chances of returning in 2019 

 
By Nick Groke | The Athletic | Oct. 18, 2018 
 

Some tidy accounting will make things at least slightly easier for Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich when he begins to 

construct a roster for the 2019 season. For instance, the built-in decrease in Ian Desmond’s salary from this season ($22 

million) to next ($15 million) matches exactly the raise that Charlie Blackmon will receive (from $14 million to $21 million). 

Other roster issues will be more difficult — especially the idea of watching several longtime Rockies mainstays walk away. 

Seven players from a team that reached the National League division playoffs for the first time since 2009 are on the hook 

as free agents, beginning the day after the final game of the World Series. 

“It’s a little bit different,” Charlie Blackmon said of the coming offseason, “because a lot of guys we’ve leaned on as a team 

may be up for free agency.” 

The Rockies started this season with four players pending free agency, all of them core members of a team that, just 

three years ago, was a perennially losing team. They added three more over the course of this season. And they now 

must decide whether to make an effort to bring them back. 

Who could be worth what to the Rockies going forward? Let’s take a look at the chances those seven players might 

return, from most likely to least: 

1. RHP Seunghwan Oh 

The veteran reliever arrived from the Blue Jays in late July as Bridich’s lone major deadline trade, a deal that landed 

under the radar but was certainly significant. Oh immediately solidified the back end of a bullpen that needed it, helping 

hold down the seventh and eighth innings. Colorado manager Bud Black settled on a relief rotation that included closer 

Wade Davis, Adam Ottavino, Scott Oberg and Oh, making it easier to avoid the regrettable seasons of Jake McGee, 

Bryan Shaw and Chris Rusin. 

Oh was even better after he started calling Coors Field home, lowering his ERA to 2.53, with a park-adjusted ERA+, 

according to Baseball Reference, of 188 (where 100 is average). Bridich gave up two solid prospects for Oh in Forrest 

Wall and Chad Spanberger, a heftier sum than he spent last season in a rental trade for Pat Neshek. And there’s a reason 

https://theathletic.com/446303/2018/07/26/seunghwan-oh-rockies-reliable-reliever-style-fit-coors-field/
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for that: Oh’s contract with the Blue Jays included a thrifty $2.5 million club option for 2019. So he is under Colorado’s 

control next season. And the Rockies would almost certainly welcome him back. 

But there’s a kink in this plan. Oh on Wednesday told reporters in his native South Korea that he is feeling homesick and 

might prefer pitching next season in the Korea Baseball Organization, where he got his start and remains a popular figure. 

If he did return, according to the report, it would require him to sit out 71 games (half a season) after a 2016 suspension 

for overseas gambling charges. If money is a factor, his Rockies deal would pay off for both sides. 

2. OF Matt Holliday 

The veteran slugger started serious discussions with the Rockies in June about a possible return to his original club. After 

his deal with the Yankees ended last season, Holliday was left without a team as the market for older pinch-hitters dried 

up. But he was talking to Nolan Arenado about hitting even earlier in the season, trading cellphone video of swings for 

mutual advice. It almost seemed like Holliday’s eventual signing with Colorado was predestined. 

That leaves a big question: Why didn’t it happen sooner? One of the Rockies’ most glaring holes even from spring training 

was their lack of a veteran pinch-hitter after they decided not to re-sign Mark Reynolds. Bridich insisted on hoping for the 

growth of young rookie Ryan McMahon and the emergence of David Dahl. After Holliday signed a minor-league deal in 

July, then joined the Rockies in August, he had an .849 OPS in 65 plate appearances, showing an ability even at 38 years 

old to turn on fastballs and recognize off-speed pitches. He proved his worth. 

If the Rockies lose two other veteran outfielders (see below), Holliday makes a whole lot of sense in that role next season. 

He both left open that idea and talked in past tense verbs after the Rockies were eliminated from the postseason. “I’m not 

sure,” Holliday said. “We’ll have to see what opportunities, if any, are in front of me. But I really enjoyed my time here.” 

3. C Drew Butera 

The Rockies’ other deadline trade came in August in a waiver deal for the veteran Royals catcher. Bridich gave up reliever 

Jerry Vasto in the deal and gained a defensive presence behind the plate. Butera has a specific history with closer Wade 

Davis, having caught him in Kansas City, and he became a go-to when Black needed a reliable game-caller and defense 

down the stretch. 

“He brings a lot of intangibles,” Black said after the trade became complete. “I got a lot of texts, a lot of phone calls and 

voicemails about this fellow. He brings a lot of positives.” 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2018/10/17/0200000000AEN20181017010900315.html
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Black not only put Butera on the club’s 25-man roster for the a wild-card playoff at Chicago, he also used him in that 

game. Davis’ trust in Butera was echoed by other pitchers. And he was not expensive. His $2.3 million salary in the final 

year of a two-year deal with the Royals left the Rockies needing to pay just the $383,333 remaining on his contract. He hit 

just .188 with Kansas City this season and went 3-for-14 in limited at-bats with the Rockies. But Colorado lost some 

catcher depth in August when the Yankees claimed Chris Rabago off waivers, then outrighted him to Double-A. So there 

might be a spot on the depth chart for Butera to fill. 

4. OF Gerardo Parra 

The lefty outfielder, now 31, is facing some contractual gymnastics. He has completed his three-year, $27.5 million deal 

with the Rockies, but there’s a club option for 2019 that would cost the Rockies $12 million to bring him back or $1.5 

million to let him go. He will almost certainly not return for the higher figure. 

But the Rockies could turn down the option, pay him the buyout, then negotiate a new deal. It would require new terms. 

Parra is no longer a starting outfielder with the Rockies. David Dahl supplanted him as the starting left fielder in the 

second half. And Parra’s sub-average .714 OPS and 82 OPS+ left a lot of want. He found a role, though, with a .969 OPS 

as a pinch-hitter down the stretch. And he remains a capable defender. If Holliday doesn’t work out, and Parra’s value on 

the market stays reasonable, he could be the veteran pinch-hitter they are looking for. 

5. 2B DJ LeMahieu 

The core that helped drag the Rockies from middling obscurity back to the postseason was formed by Nolan Arenado, 

Charlie Blackmon and LeMahieu, players who arrived near the same time, then slogged through the lean years waiting for 

the pieces to fit. LeMahieu will likely be the first to leave. 

“I really enjoy being around DJ,” Blackmon said. “Personally and professionally, he’s just such a great guy. You don’t get 

to see it a whole lot. He doesn’t like talking to the media because it doesn’t help him win baseball games. And that’s what 

he cares about. That and his teammates. He’s one of my favorite people. I’d really like to see him next year. But if we 

don’t, I’ll see him, just maybe not in the same uniform. I wish people knew him like I did.” 

He will certainly find free-agent suitors. The Brewers have him on their radar. And the Cubs, his original club, make a lot 

of sense for LeMahieu. But there is a sliver of a chance he could return to Colorado. The market will be flooded with 

second basemen and LeMahieu’s career .298/.350/.406 slash line might not wow front offices who are more familiar with 

his name on a spreadsheet than his reputation. So if you’re Jeff Bridich, and LeMahieu’s value drops, why not bring him 
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back? Because he’ll block some unproved minor-leaguer? Because it might offend Garrett Hampson or Brendan 

Rodgers? Why not just include them all? The Dodgers seem to juggle their depth just fine. 

6. OF Carlos González 

His one-year, $8 million contract was a bit of a surprise when the Rockies signed González in the middle of March, well 

into spring training. But his teammates, especially Arenado, were eager for his supportive presence in the clubhouse. And 

in total, his offensive numbers were essentially league average this season. There is still pop in his bat, but his offensive 

prowess at age 33 has not quite kept up with the power of his personality. 

“I know there are decisions to be made at the end of the World Series,” González said after the Rockies were swept from 

the postseason. “And I feel a little disappointed and sad the way it ended, but soon enough I’m gonna get back to work 

and get better and see what happens.” 

González’s pattern as a player makes his return difficult. He needs regular at-bats to be effective. His role is not as a 

pinch-hitter. Designated hitter fits him better. He’s also still a good defender, so if the Rockies don’t add to their outfield in 

the offseason — A.J. Pollock? — and their roster decision comes down to González or Raimel Tapia, then González is an 

easy choice for a new contract. But that is unlikely. CarGo will likely leave behind a Colorado career that will remember 

him as one of the best and most popular Rockies in their 26-year history as a club. 

7. RHP Adam Ottavino 

Ottavino could foresee his time in Colorado coming to a close, saying in September: “I think about it a lot because I don’t 

want it to be the end.” 

His three-year, $10.4 million deal will end in November, one that took him through arbitration and will leave him a free 

agent for the first time. And in 2017, Ottavino turned himself into one of the best relievers in baseball, among a group of 

heralded and versatile relievers that include Milwaukee’s Josh Hader, Seattle’s Edwin Diaz and Oakland’s Blake Treinen. 

Ottavino is in line for a large contract. He basically pitched his way out of Colorado. Bridich spent $106 million last 

offseason on Wade Davis, Jake McGee and Bryan Shaw, and he likely won’t add to that total with another significant 

contract. He will be missed. 

“I’m really proud of Adam Ottavino, specifically,” Blackmon said. “He’s just done such a great job and turned himself into 

one of the best relievers in the game. He was such a big part of so many wins for us and a main reason why we got to the 

https://theathletic.com/543331/2018/09/24/i-dont-want-it-to-be-the-end-adam-ottavino-contemplates-his-close-in-colorado-as-the-rockies-chase-the-postseason/
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playoffs. I don’t know what will happen. Baseball can really surprise you sometimes. He’s a great Rockie and I hope he 

remains a Rockie.” 

 

 


