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Freeland struggles in 2018 debut as Rox fall 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
April 4, 2018 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Rockies left-handed pitcher Kyle Freeland looked in control on Tuesday night at Petco Park -- except for 

the two times he faced the Padres' Christian Villanueva. 

Freeland coughed up two Villanueva homers, both on offspeed pitches, and ultimately found himself slapped with the loss 

in an 8-4 defeat to the previously winless Padres at Petco Park. 

But before he was done, Villanueva made his career night a three-homer game with a three-run shot off Antonio 

Senzatela. Villanueva became the eighth Padres player and second rookie to hit three homers in the same game. The 

last time a San Diego player hit three clouts in a game was Hunter Renfroe, last season on Sept. 20 as a rookie. 

Villanueva's homers off Freeland were solo shots in the second -- on a slider that ended up bouncing above the third 

balcony of the Western Metal Supply Co. building in left field -- and fourth innings. Freeland was charged with four runs 

and five hits in 5 1/3 innings, but one guy turned it into a night he couldn't celebrate. 

"I felt my command and everything was there tonight," Freeland said. "To Villanueva, the first one was a backdoor slider 

that came back across the plate. From looking at video, it looked like he was sitting offspeed. The second one, I feel, was 

a pretty quality changeup. He was able to get the head out and around and elevate it to left." 

Freeland admitted he didn't have his new curveball and barely threw it. Rockies manager Bud Black thought Freeland was 

solid, while admitting the southpaw's secondary pitches needed to be better. 
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"Overall, Kyle threw the ball well," Black said. "He didn't throw a lot of curveballs. We've going to continue to work on that. 

We're going to continue to work on the changeup. The second home run was on the changeup, a little hard, in the high 

80s. We've got to get that separation of velocity." 

Of Villanueva, Black said, "The kid's got power -- he hit a homer against us last year. Tonight, he was locked in. He got 

some pitches in the middle of the plate, and he's got pull power."r. 3rd, 2018 

Black went to reliever Scott Oberg in relief of Freeland in the sixth inning, and Oberg promptly hit Villanueva to load the 

bases. Freddy Galvis then delivered a two-run single that gave the Padres the lead for good. Villanueva scored the 

inning's final run on a deft hook slide past catcher Chris Iannetta after Carlos Asuaje hit a topper to Oberg. 

The Rockies experienced the same feeling of lost opportunity the Padres did on Monday night, when starter Chad 

Bettis searched for his command but weaved through five innings and won. Between the third and fourth innings 

Tuesday, Padres starter Tyson Ross gave up five hits and walked two and was fortunate to hold the Rockies to three 

runs. 

But Ross retired the last eight Rockies he faced and completed six innings in his first start for the Padres in almost two 

years. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

No way, says Jose: The Rockies scored twice in the third on Nolan Arenado's two-run double and tacked on another in 

the fourth on a single by Iannetta. In both cases, they could've -- and maybe should've -- had more. But Black didn't 

apologize for aggressive baserunning that didn't pay off.. 

On Arenado's bases-loaded double, Jose Pirela chased the ball down in the left-field corner and made a nice throw to 

Galvis, who erased DJ LeMahieu at the plate with a spot-on relay. In the fourth, Pirela fielded Iannetta's single and 

delivered a strike to third base cutting down Trevor Story. Pirela became the first Padres outfielder with two assists in a 

game since Melvin Upton Jr. in 2015.pr. 3rd, 2018 

In the first inning of Monday night's 7-4 victory, Charlie Blackmon scored from third on Arenado's liner straight at Pirela. 

A good throw -- not one that went up the third-base line -- would have beaten Blackmon. But Black adheres to the 
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aggressive base-running philosophy of Angels manager Mike Scioscia. In the Angels' 2002 World Series-winning season, 

they tied for ninth in the Majors with 44 outs on the bases and tied for the third most at the plate with 23. 

"We're going to push it on the bases," Black said. "You saw in previous games where we did it and it paid off for us. 

"Pirela is a guy we thought we could test, and with Trevor going, he made a nice throw to third base. We're going to 

continue to push it, make guys make plays against us. In the long haul, the pressure we apply to other teams, they'll feel it 

and it'll work to our advantage."pr. 3rd, 2018 

SOUND SMART FOR YOUR FRIENDS 

Villanueva became just the third player since 1908 to have a three-homer game within his first 14 career Major League 

games. The others were the Phillies' Bobby Estella, in his 10th game on Sept. 4, 1994, and the Giants' Jarrett Parker in 

his 14th game, Sept. 26, 2015. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Arenado is 10-for-16 with a home run and five RBIs against left-hander Clayton Richard, the Padres' starter in the third of 

four games between the Friars and Rockies on Wednesday at 8:10 p.m. MT at Petco Park. While Richard pitched well on 

Opening Day only to take a hard-luck loss against the Brewers, Rox starter Jon Gray gave up three runs in the first and 

lasted four innings in a loss to the D-backs. 
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Rox excited for 'quiet room' in new clubhouse 
CarGo climbs club's career hits leaderboard; Black changes up lineup 
Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Apr. 3rd, 2018 

 
SAN DIEGO -- Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez learned last year that poor sleep can lead to trouble. Now he and 

his teammates will have a place for it when they arrive at Coors Field on Friday for the home opener against the Braves. 

A gargantuan, Rocky Mountain-shaped scoreboard is the most visible of the renovations at Coors Field. But it's possible 

that another new feature -- a "quiet room," added off from the home clubhouse on the right-field side -- could help the 

Rockies put more runs on the massive board. 

Gonzalez's struggles last season were partly attributed to such poor sleep that he began consulting with a Richmond, Va., 

specialist. A room with controlled lighting, a couple beds and some recliners is a worthwhile -- and science-based -- 

innovation. 

"Sometimes before, when you felt tired, you had to try to sleep in the locker room, but it's a little loud," Gonzalez said from 

the visiting clubhouse at Petco Park, with pregame music blaring. "You're going to hear music. Every light is going to be 

on. I think it's important to have a quiet place to at least close your eyes for half an hour and try to meditate or whatever. 

"If you need to sleep, you sleep a little bit. You set your alarm, and then you're ready to go." 

Some folks take nap time seriously. 

Gonzalez noted that his issues were rooted partly in that all of the Rockies' road trips are outside the Mountain time zone. 

Current Indians pitcher Matt Belisle paid special attention to his sleep patterns, along with his eating, when he was with 

Colorado. During the offseason, Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenadolisted quality sleep as one of his goals for 

improving during the season. 

Some don't think much about it. Manager Bud Black found a question about it so odd he broke up laughing before 

finishing an answer. Second baseman DJ LeMahieu said it's not an issue because he doesn't stay up all night playing 

video games. 
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But LeMahieu conceded that some teammates could have challenges at home that might drive them to a quiet room at 

the workplace. 

"Honestly, I think it's good for guys that have kids," LeMahieu said. "They're probably waking up earlier than the rest of 

us." 

Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich said the room was in the plans long before Gonzalez struggled with sleep and with 

hitting last season. Bridich said the one at Coors will be different from a similar room that was included in the Cubs' recent 

clubhouse renovation at Wrigley Field, but the concept holds. 

"It's not something new -- there are a lot of places in all different types of professional sports that have adopted this type 

of concept," Bridich said. "But when we made the commitment to start to renovate our home clubhouse, it was an easy 

inclusion just because of the realities of the baseball schedule and the baseball lifestyle. 

"From late games to travel, which can be tough on guys, to each guy having a slightly different family situation, some guys 

do well or do better just how their body clock works to get a short nap in or even an extended nap during the day. This 

hopefully provides a real bricks-and-mortar place to get that needed rest." 

Black roots for CarGo's climb 

Gonzalez's two hits Tuesday night put him at 1,207 in his Rockies career, which is good for fourth most all-time ahead of 

Vinny Castilla. Third is Dante Bichette with 1,278. 

Black is looking forward to Gonzalez pushing Bichette down on the chart. 

"One of the farthest home runs I ever gave up was to Dante Bichette," Black recalled with a laugh. "It was in Cleveland, at 

the old stadium. He was an Angel. Low changeup, and he belted it, way over the Dawg Pound. It was a bomb." 

It was a solo homer in the fourth inning on Sept. 23, 1989. But the Indians won, 4-3, and Black pitched 8 1/3 innings for 

the win.r. 2nd, 2018 

Worth noting 

Black had made just one starting lineup adjustment in the first four games, with Tony Wolters starting in place of 
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catcher Chris Iannetta on Sunday. But Ryan McMahon started at first in place of Ian Desmondon Tuesday, and Black 

said it's likely infielder Pat Valaika will receive a start Wednesday against Padres lefty Clayton Richard. Monday's 

opener in San Diego started a string of 17 games in 17 days. 

  



    

7 
 

Padres’ rookie Christian Villanueva launches three homers to sink Rockies 
Freeland never figured out Villanueva, who drove in a career-high five runs. 
PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
April 3, 2018 
 
SAN DIEGO — It hurts to be on the wrong side of history. Just ask the Rockies. 

They watched rookie third baseman Christian Villanueva blast three home runs off them at Petco Park on Tuesday night 

as the Padres sailed to an 8-4 victory. It was the eighth time in San Diego history that a player launched three homers in 

the same game. It was just the second time a rookie accomplished the feat. The first was Hunter Renfroe, who did it 

against Arizona on Sept. 20. 

Villanueva said he has felt “locked in” before at the plate, but added, “I’ve never hit three home runs. I think it was one of 

those nights where you go out and you have fun with your game and things turned out the way they did.” 

Boxscore 

Villanueva’s first two bombs were solo shots off Rockies left-handed starter Kyle Freeland. The third was a three-run 

homer of right-hander Antonio Senzatela in the seventh that iced the game. All three rockets were launched to left field 

and totaled 1,189 feet. 

“The first pitch was a backdoor slider that came across the plate and it looked like (Villanueva) was sitting off-speed,” 

Freeland said. “The second one, I thought, was a pretty quality changeup, but he was able to get the (bat) head around 

and elevate it to left.” 

In five career games against the Rockies, Villanueva is batting 7-for-13 (.538) with five homers and 10 RBIs. 

“The kid has got power, we saw it last year when he hit a homer against us,” manager Bud Black said. “Tonight he was 

locked in, and he got some pitches in the middle of the plate. He’s got some pull power and he lofted the ball three times 

against us. What can you say? He squared up three balls and you have to give him credit.” 

Nevertheless, the Rockies put on a puzzling performance and it halted their modest two-game winning streak. 

They could never quite solve Padres veteran right-hander Tyson Ross, who got roughed up a bit but still managed to stick 

around for six innings. 
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“We could never figure out Tyson, then he sort of figured out his slider as the game went on,” Black said. “He weaved his 

way through it. We had some hard-hit balls, no doubt about it.  He walked some guys — struck out two, walked three, 

gave up some hits, but weaved his way through. Then the last couple of innings he retired us. That’s what veteran 

pitchers do and last night Chad (Bettis) did the same thing for us.” 

Freeland, meanwhile, never figured out Villanueva, who drove in a career-high five runs. 

Freeland, making his 2018 debut, provided Colorado with a so-so start — 5 ⅓ innings, four runs allowed on five hits with 

two walks and six strikeouts. The left-hander said he thought he had decent command of most of his pitches, but he was 

unable to effectively utilize the curveball he’s been working to master. 

“The curveball did not feel good tonight,” he said. “In the ‘pen it was good, but once we got into game mode it didn’t 

correlate for me. But the slider was on, and we worked it to both sides of the plate.” 

But ultimately, Villanueva was Freeland’s undoing. Even so, the Rockies remained in control, 3-2, until the pivotal sixth. 

Freeland gave up a single to Jose Pirela and a double to Hunter Renfro, before being yanked for reliever Scott Oberg, 

who promptly plunked Villanueva in the left shoulder, loading the bases. Then Freddy Galvis ripped a two-run single for a 

4-3 Padres lead. 

Then Villanueva got under the Rockies’ skin — again — scoring from third on Carlos Asuaje’s topper back to the mound. 

Oberg tried to toss out Villanueva at the plate, but Villanueva avoided catcher Chris Iannetta’s tag with a beautiful hook 

slide to give San Diego a 5-3 lead. 

The Rockies made it slightly interesting in the ninth, getting a two-out RBI single by Iannetta to score Gerardo Parra and 

make it 8-4 with the tying run in the on-deck circle. 

The Padres brought in closer Brad Hand, who struck out Pat Valaika to end the game. 

San Diego struck first on Villanueva’s solo homer in the second, a bomb that landed on the third deck of the Western 

Metal Supply Co. building in the left-field corner. 
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But the Rockies quickly struck back to take a 2-1 lead in the third. A single by Freeland and back-to-back walks by Charlie 

Blackmonand DJ LeMahieu set a full plate for Nolan Arenado, who scorched a double into left field. LeMahieu was waved 

around third but he was thrown out at home. 

Arenado, who drove in 130 or more runs in each of his last three seasons, has a career average of .341 (14-for-41) with 

the bases loaded. 

Colorado extended it’s lead to 3-1 in the fourth, combining a leadoff double by Parra, an infield single by Trevor Story and 

a broken-bat single to left by Iannetta. But once again, the lead runner was thrown out when Villanueva tagged Story out 

at third. 

Villanueva’s second solo homer off Freeland trimmed the lead to 3-2 in the bottom of the frame. 
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Going to the Rockies’ home opener Friday? Bring your winter gloves and your baseball gloves. 
The temperature won’t climb out of the 30s and forecasters say we can’t count on the sun to warm things up in the stands 
ELIZABETH HERNANDEZ | ehernandez@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
April 3, 2018 
 

Rockies’ fans, make sure to grab your winter gloves along with your baseball gloves when heading to Coors Field on 

Friday because the home opener is going to be a cold one. 

Despite a cruel tease of warmer days Wednesday and Thursday, with highs hovering in the mid-60s, a cold front is 

expected to blast through Denver Thursday night into Friday. The incoming storm is bringing with it high temperatures in 

the mid- to upper-30s on Friday, freezing rain and maybe even snow. 

“It may be that annoying rain mixed with snow we get this time of year,” said Kyle Fredin, meteorologist with the National 

Weather Service in Boulder. 

While, of course, Colorado weather is tough to pin down days in advance, Fredin said if the weather is going to change, 

it’s going to get colder, not warmer. 

The Atlanta Braves will have to brave the frigid temperatures alongside their Colorado opponents who, let’s be honest, 

should be used to this spring snow by now. 

“It’s pretty typical for this time of year,” Fredin said. “We can snow easily all the way through mid-May, and April is one of 

our good moisture-producing months.” 

First-pitch is scheduled for 2:10 p.m., but don’t count on afternoon sun peeking through to warm things up. Skies over 

Coors Field should be mostly cloudy, much like a ballgame beer might look once flurries of snow fall into the cup. 
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Ryan McMahon gets first start of 2018, as he adjusts to life off the bench 
Bud Black recalls mammoth homer he served up to Dante Bichette 
PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
April 3, 2018  
 
SAN DIEGO — Rockies manager Bud Black predicts Ryan McMahon will have a long and prosperous career in the 

majors, as an everyday player. 

For now, however, McMahon is a role player coming off the bench, getting the occasional start, one of which came 

Tuesday night against the Padres when he manned first base and batted eighth. 

“I’m trying to get better at the whole coming-off-the-bench thing,” the rookie said before the game. “My whole career, I’ve 

been a guy who played every day, so it was easy to just get into a rhythm. So it’s different not playing, but I’m trying to get 

used to it and I’ve been talking to a lot of the guys about it.” 

The last few days, he and starting catcher Chris Iannetta took extra swings against the pitching machine, working on 

McMahon’s timing against fastball and curveballs. He hoped it would pay off. 

“I’ll get in there tonight and get a few at-bats and hopefully get into a rhythm,” McMahon said. 

Black said he will likely get utility infielder Pat Valaika into the lineup Wednesday to keep Valaika fresh. 

As for McMahon, Black said: “These are steps that young players have to take, and every time that you go through 

something new in the big leagues, it’s part of your upbringing as a big leaguer. 

“In the meantime, his job right now is to do whatever we ask to help us win games, whether it’s coming off the bench, 

whether it’s a double switch or starting a game. He’s up for it, and that’s a good thing.” 

Blackmon magic. Center fielder Charlie Blackmon entered Tuesday’s game with six hits in his last 14 at-bats, including 

four home runs. He had homered in three consecutive games for the second time in his career. 

Third baseman Nolan Arenado, who tied Blackmon for the team lead last season with 37 homers,  applauds Blackmon’s 

steady production. 
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“He’s a pretty special hitter, for sure and he’s off to an amazing start,” Arenado said. “There are a lot of things you could 

learn from Charlie about how he goes about his business.” 

Blackmon didn’t become a full-time starter until 2014 when he was 27. Black admires how the center fielder has forged his 

all-star career. 

“Charlie’s beauty is just the steadiness of the day in and day out,” Black said. “And now the homers have shown up a little 

bit; people are taking notice of the homers. 

“He’s made himself into a really, really good player, at the major-league level, and you don’t see that too often. You 

usually come in younger and then you get incrementally better. But he has turned himself into a (much) better player at 

this level.” 

Chasing Dante. With two hits in Monday night’s game, Carlos Gonzalez moved into fourth place on the Rockies’ all-time 

hit list with 1,207 hits, passing Vinny Castilla. Third on the list is Dante Bichette, with 1,278. 

 

 “I’ve got to catch him this year!” Gonzalez said. “Watch out, Dante!” 

Black’s on board with that, and he also shared a Bichette memory. 

“One of the farthest home runs I ever gave up was to Dante Bichette,” Black recalled with a laugh. “It was in Cleveland, at 

the old stadium. He was an Angel. Low changeup, and he belted it, way over the Dawg Pound. It was a bomb.” 

For the record, Bichette’s homer was a solo shot in the fourth inning on Sept. 23, 1989. Black, however, got the last laugh, 

pitching 8 1/3 innings and giving up just two runs in the Indians’ 4-3 victory. 

 

Looking ahead 

Rockies RHP Jon Gray (0-1, 9.00 ERA in 2018) vs. Padres LHP Clayton Richard (0-0, 1.29),  8:10 p.m. Wednesday; 

ATTRM, 850 AM 
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Gray will try to rebound from a disappointing season opener in Arizona where the Diamondbacks ambushed him early and 

he was gone after four innings. Lacking command of his pitches, Gray was tagged for three runs on six hits and walked 

four. The Rockies are expecting better results against the Padres, whom Gray dominated last season in three starts, 

going 2-0 with a 2.65 ERA with 22 strikeouts vs. four walks. In five career starts at Petco Park, he’s 2-2 with a 3.21 ERA 

and 40 strikeouts. Richard, at 34, is the Padres’ oldest player.  Tabbed to open the season, he pitched well, completing 

seven innings against the Brewers, allowing one earned run on six hits, while walking one and striking out four. Nolan 

Arenado owns Richard, batting 10-for-16 (.625) with a double, triple, home run and five RBIs against him. 

Thursday: Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 27.00) vs. Padres LHP Joey Lucchesi (0-0, 5.79), 1:40 p.m. ATTRM 

Friday: Braves RHP Brandon McCarthy (1-0, 3.38) vs. Rockies RHP German Marquez (0-0, 0.00), 2:10 p.m, ATTRM 

Saturday: Braves TBA vs. Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (1-0, 3.60), 6:10 p.m., ATTRM 
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San Diego Padres 8, Colorado Rockies 4: Rockies fall to Christian Villanueva and the Padres 
This turned into a forgettable game in a hurry. 
By Hayden Kane@hwkane  | Purple Row 
Apr 3, 2018 

The Colorado Rockies entered the sixth inning on Tuesday night with a 3-2 lead. With their studly back of the bullpen to 

close things out, they looked to be on track to win a tight game. They just needed to get through that sixth inning. They 

didn’t, and the Padres erupted for a bunch of offense late to win their first game of 2018 by a final score of 8-4. 

Another Rockies killer emerges 

I vaguely knew who Christian Villanueva was before this game. Did I have him pegged as somebody who would club 

three home runs in a game? I did not, but in the proud tradition of anonymous killers scattered throughout Rockies’s 

history, Villanueva did just that. 

Kyle Freeland can’t get through the sixth inning 

Bullpen usage has increased in Major League Baseball in recent seasons in part because teams are more cognizant of 

the damage inflicted on starting pitchers if hitters face them for a third time in one game. The Rockies tried to coax the 

sixth inning out of Freeland as he faced the middle of the San Diego order for the third time. He was only able to record 

one out before handing things over to the bullpen, and that’s when this game got away. 

The middle of the bullpen gets battered 

We know about the expensive back-end of the bullpen in Colorado, but the team seems to have a number of quality 

options for the middle innings as well. Unfortunately that wasn’t the case on Tuesday. Scott Oberg inherited a mess from 

Freeland and made it worse, allowing three runs to cross on his watch. Antonio Senzatela gave up three runs of his own 

on Villanueva’s third home run of the night in the seventh inning. 

Looking ahead 

The third game of this series comes Wednesday night as Jon Gray looks to bounce back from his rough 2018 

debut. Clayton Richard will be on the mound for the Padres. 
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Colorado Rockies: What went wrong in the 8-4 loss to the Padres 
by Luke Mullins5 | RoxPile 
April 4, 2018 

 

The Colorado Rockies‘ second game in San Diego didn’t go quite as planned as the Padres posted an 8-4 win on 

Tuesday night. Here’s what went wrong. 

Aggressive base running has the ability to change the game. Unfortunately for the Rockies, that aggressiveness worked in 

reverse fashion in the second game of four in San Diego. 

Twice, Rockies threats were minimized, as the team ran into outs in the third and fourth innings. 

In the third, second baseman DJ LeMahieu was cut down at home after pitcher Kyle Freeland and center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon scored on third basemen Nolan Arenado’s RBI double, which gave the Rockies a 2-1 lead. 

One inning later, it was shortstop Trevor Story getting thrown out trying to go first to third on catcher Chris 

Iannetta’s RBI single. 

Those two mistakes would prove costly as they squelched promising rallies and took runners who were in scoring position 

off the base paths. 

These potential runs could have changed the outlook of the game early-on while it was still a close contest. 

Despite the mishaps, Rockies manager Bud Black said he wants to continue to be aggressive on the base paths. 

“We’re going to continue to push it, make guys, ya know, make plays against us,” Black told reporters after the game. 

He said he expects that pressure to pay off. 

“In the long haul, it will work to our advantage,” Black said. 

Even with the mistakes, the Rockies managed to keep the game close … and then Christian Villanueva took over. 

“The kid’s got power,” Black said. 
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The Padres’ rookie third basemen hit three home runs and drove in five runs, including a three-run homer off Antonio 

Senzatela in the seventh that gave the Padres an 8-3 lead. 

 
Colorado Rockies: The lineup construction needs to change 
by Ryan Ladika | Purple Row 
April 3, 2018  

The Colorado Rockies’ 2018 season started the same way 2017 ended: with a bitter loss at the hands of the 

Arizona Diamondbacks at Chase Field, and ace starting pitcher Jon Gray being tagged with the losing decision. 

The Colorado Rockies dropped its season opener by a final score of 8-2; both of the Rockies’ runs were scored via solo 

home runs by second baseman DJ LeMahieu in the top of the first inning and third baseman Nolan Arenado in the top of 

the sixth. 

 @Rockies: First homer of the season? Everyone knew it would be @DJLeMahieu!#ThatsMyDJ  

Gray performed better in this start than he did last October 4 in the National League Wild Card game, but was still 

relatively ineffective early on. He threw 30 pitches in a first inning in which he surrendered three runs, and lasted only 4 

innings overall. He issued three free passes as well. There was one major component in the loss that stuck out to me, 

though. The starting lineup: 

CF Charlie Blackmon 

2B DJ LeMahieu 

3B Nolan Arenado 

SS Trevor Story 

RF Carlos Gonzalez 

1B Ian Desmond 

LF Gerardo Parra 

https://twitter.com/Rockies
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C Chris Iannetta 

SP Jon Gray 

If you think that batting order looks a lot like last season’s, you’re right. Excluding the addition of Iannetta, the season 

opener’s batting order was very similar to what Bud Black penciled in quite frequently throughout the 2017 season, and it 

made the Rockies offensive struggles Thursday night easy to predict. 

Last season, the Rockies finished 27th in Major League Baseball with a wRC+ of 87. The mark bested only the Pirates, 

Padres and Giants. A large factor in the offensive woes last season was the consistency with which Bud Black hit DJ 

LeMahieu second in the order, right behind Charlie Blackmon. LeMahieu was often slotted in the two-spot, and spent all 

three games to open 2018 there as well. 

The problem with that is while DJ is a good hitter overall, he is prone to hit into double-plays. He hit into 24 twin-killings 

last season, and into two more on Opening Night. Both came at times when the Rockies had two runners on base and a 

base hit would have gone a long way in helping Colorado get back into the game. 

Despite the fact that the Rockies didn’t do much during the offseason to bolster their offense, a simple lineup shuffle might 

do the club a world of good. I propose that Bud Black puts LeMahieu in the leadoff spot, and moves Blackmon down. 

While the Rockies would lose speed at the top of the lineup, they would gain a much better contact hitter. Last season, 

LeMahieu struck out 90 times, compared to Blackmon’s 135. The Rockies can benefit from someone who puts the ball in 

play more at the top of their lineup. 

Additionally, Blackmon experienced a breakout season offensively in 2017. He hit .331 with 37 home runs and drove in 

104 RBIs, and that was out of the leadoff spot. Imagine the kind of offensive boost the Rockies would see if Blackmon 

were up more often with runners on base. He has turned himself into a center fielder who hits like a corner outfielder. 

Ideally, I’d like to see Nolan Arenado move down to the cleanup spot, which would mean more runners on base when his 

spot comes up (in a perfect world). But keeping him in the top three guarantees more at-bats for him throughout the 

course of the season. Therefore, my ideal lineup would look something like this: 

2B DJ LeMahieu 

CF Charlie Blackmon/3B Nolan Arenado 
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CF Charlie Blackmon/3B Nolan Arenado 

RF Carlos Gonzalez (against a right handed pitcher, if there were a southpaw pitching I’d have CarGo further down in the 

lineup) 

SS Trevor Story 

1B Ian Desmond 

LF Gerardo Parra 

C Chris Iannetta 

Pitcher’s spot 

Final Thoughts 

I think that even though the Rockies’ lineup is largely the same as last season, the offensive boost the club is looking for 

can come from a simple lineup shuffle. 
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A Brighter Shade of Gray 
Tracy Ringolsby | Inside the Seams 
April 4, 2018 
 

 
Jon Gray gets the start for the Rockies against the Padres Wednesday.  

Gray is coming off an 8-2 loss to the Diamondbacks in the season opener last Thursday. Gray gave up three runs before 

he retired a batter, and departed after the D-Backs loaded the bases with nobody out in the fifth.  

The odds would seem to be with Gray against the Padres. 

He never lost back-to-back decisions last season, and the Rockies suffered losses in back-to-back Gray starts only once 

last year -- July 25 at St. Louis and July 30 at Washington. Gray had a no decision against the Cardinals, allowing two 

runs in five innings. He suffered the loss to the Nationals, allowing three runs in seven innings. 

Gray has had success against the Padres, although he has been more dominate against them at Coors Field than he has 

been at Petco Park. He is 2-0 with a 1.69 ERA in five starts at Coors Field, and 2-2 with a 3.21 ERA at Petco Park. 

It has been more about the support Gray has received in San Diego than the way he has pitched against the Padres. His 

career 3.21 ERA at Petco Park is his third best as a visitor in an NL city. 

A key for success for Gray is getting ahead in the count. Hitters have a .179 average against him after he gets ahead 0-2, 

and .224 if the count is 1-1. After Gray falls behind 2-0, however, the opposition has hit .318 against him. 

         AB    H    2B    3B    HR    UBB    SO    AVG    OBP    SLG 

After (0-1)   676  149    27     5     9     30   242   .220   .260   .315 

After (0-2)   280   50     7     2     1      4   158   .179   .198   .229 

After (1-0)   437  127    22     2    15     72    99   .291   .398   .453 

After (1-1)   496  111    19     3     9     48   155   .224   .299   .329 

After (1-2)   371   56     9     2     2     18   184   .151   .199   .202 

After (2-0)   129   41     7     1     6     50    28   .318   .522   .527 
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After (2-1)   226   55     8     3     7     51    62   .243   .380   .398 

After (2-2)   285   52     6     4     5     33   139   .182   .269   .284 

After (3-0)    24   10     1     0     1     33     8   .417   .770   .583 

After (3-1)    63   18     2     0     3     45    12   .286   .578   .460 

After (3-2)   124   26     3     2     3     47    52   .210   .424   .339 

Gray will face challenges against the Padres. Seven of San Diego's position players -- all of whom could start on 

Wednesday -- are hitting .333 or better against him\. 
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Tuesday 4x4: Arenado = Mr. Clutch 
Tracy Ringolsby | Inside the Seams 
April 4, 2018 
 
Odds are on Nolan Arenado's side in Wednesday night's game against the Padres and left-hander Clayton Richard. 

Arenado is 10-for-16 with a home run and five RBI against Richard. But then Arenado has had success on a regular 

basis. 

He has a career .336 batting average with runners in scoring position after his two-run double in the third inning of the 

Rockies game at San Diego on Tuesday. Arenado is the leader in hitting with runners in scoring position among active 

player with at least 600 plate appearances. 

Padres rookie Christian Villanueva hit three home runs in the Padres 8-4 victory on Tuesday. He became the third player 

in history to have a game with three home runs within his first 14 big-league games. Bobby Estella did it in Game 10 for 

the Phillies on Sept. 4, 1994, and Jarrett Parker did it with the Giants in his 14th game on Sept. 2, 1915. 

Villanueva joined Hunter Renfr0e (Sept, 20, 2017 vs. Arizona) as the only Padres rookies to have three home runs in a 

game. It was, however, the eighth time a Padres player had three home runs in a game. 

Rockies lefthander Kyle Freeland served up the first two home runs to Villanueva. It was the fourth time in his career 

Freeland gave up two home runs in a game, but the first time he gave two up to the same batter. And despite pitching 

home games at Coors Field, the four times he gave up two home runs in a game have come on the road. 

Antonio Senzatela is working in long relief this season, and he has had his problems in his first two appearances, allowing 

eight runs in 4 2/3 innings. A year ago he flourished in that bullpen role, compiling a 3.04 ERA in 16 appearances. 
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Christian Villanueva bombs his way into Padres’ record book, downing Rockies 
By Casey Light -Mile High Sports 
April 3, 2018 

 
The Colorado Rockies have made it a goal to be more aggressive in 2018, and they were aggressive to start the second 

game of a four-game set with the Padres in San Diego. But nothing the Rockies mustered could compete with Christian 

Villanueva’s aggressive attack on Colorado’s pitching in a 8-4 Padres victory Tuesday. 

Rockies starter Kyle Freeland cruised through the first four hitters he faced with three groundouts and a strikeout, but 

Villanueva put San Diego on the board early with a moon shot down the left field line. Villanueva blasted a 3-2 slider 403 

feet — seemingly in both height and distance — to give the Padres a 1-0 lead. That home run only set the stage for a 

historic night for the 26-year-old third baseman. 

Villanueva’s five RBIs in the game nearly matched his career total of seven entering the game, all logged as a September 

call-up in 2017. His four runs scored in the game were just one shy of his four scored last season. He had four home runs 

entering the game, and left with seven. The game was just the ninth start of Villanueva’s career. 

Freeland (0-1, 6.75 ERA) pitched better than his line indicated and helped his own cause in the second  inning with a one-

out single to center off Padres starter Tyson Ross. Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu loaded the bases with back-to-

back walks before Nolan Arenado drove home Freeland and Blackmon with a double. LeMahieu was thrown out at the 

plate trying to make it a three-RBI effort from Arenado. 

In the fourth, the Rockies stayed true to their commitment to being more aggressive on the basepaths. Gerardo 

Parra followed a leadoff double by racing for third base on a 2-2 count to Trevor Story, which Story turned into a hit-and-

run that saw him standing on first base with an infield hit. Story then took off on a hit-and-run with Chris Iannetta at the 

plate and a full count. Iannetta did his part, driving in Parra with a single to left, but Story was thrown out at third base 

trying to go first-to-third. 

Colorado’s bats went cold after the fourth inning, failing to even put a man on base after Iannetta’s single until there was 

one out in the ninth. Ross (1-0, 4.50), Craig Stammen, Kirby Yates and Kazuhisa Makita combined to retire 15 

consecutive hitters. 
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Villanueva struck again in the bottom of the fourth with his second solo home run of the game. The damage could have 

been worse, as Freeland issued a leadoff walk to Eric Hosmer, but the second-year starter rolled up Hunter Renfroe on a 

double play. The second Villanueva home run marked the first multi-home run game of his career. And he wasn’t done. 

Freeland, meanwhile, ran into more trouble in the sixth. 

Jose Pirela led off with a single and then moved over to third on a one-out double to deep left field by Renfroe. Freeland’s 

night was done at that point, but his line was not over for the night. Scott Oberg, with the very first pitch he threw, hit 

Villanueva to load the bases. Freddy Galvis then singled in Pirela and Renfroe. A Carlos Asuaje chopper back to Oberg 

followed that, scoring Villanueva. Oberg settled down to end the inning, but the Rockies trailed 5-3 when all was said and 

done. 

Freeland finished with four earned runs over 5.2 innings on five hits, two walks and six strikeouts. 

Villanueva struck again in the seventh inning, taking Antonio Senzatela deep to left for a three-run home run to cap San 

Diego’s scoring. With that home run, Villanueva joined Renfroe as the only two Padres to hit three home runs in a game at 

Petco Park. 

The Rockies threatened some in the ninth. Parra and Iannetta each singled, with Parra coming around to score after 

advancing to second on fielder’s indifference. Rookie Ryan McMahon, making his first start of 2018, took a four-pitch walk 

with two outs, forcing Andy Green to go to his closer. Brad Hand struck out Pat Valaika to preserve the win and earn the 

save. 

The win was San Diego’s first on the young season; they are now 1-4. Colorado drops to 2-3 with the loss. 

NEXT UP: Jon Gray (0-1, 6.75)  seeks redemption for a rocky Opening Day start. He will face Clayton Richard (0-0, 1.29) 

with first pitch scheduled for 8:10 p.m. MDT 
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Faith and Flexibility: A bumpy 2017 won’t keep Ian Desmond from doing it all 
By Vanessa Hughes - 
 April 3, 2018 

 

This story originally appeared in Mile High Sports Magazine. Read the full digital edition. 

It’s a sun-kissed day in late February at Salt River Fields in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Ian Desmond is feeling refreshed, relaxed and ready for redemption in 2018. 

As he waits for his turn in the batting cage, he hears a child’s voice that makes him smile. 

“Hey, Ian Desmond,” shouts 7-year-old Grayson Endris, who is watching intently behind one of the Rockies’ Spring 

Training fields. 

Desmond quickly responds. “Hey buddy! How ya doing?” 

After a few hacks in the cage, Desmond breaks his bat and immediately passes it through the fence to Endris. 

“That little kid knew who I was; he was excited to see me, and I wanted to give him a bat because I know that he’ll 

appreciate it,” Desmond explains. “In the grander picture, hopefully one day he might look into me a little further and see 

that I’m a Christian, and see that I’m involved in my community, and see that I care about other people and that I’m trying 

to make an impact in the little ways that I can. And maybe he’ll turn around and try to do the same thing.” 

Not only did Desmond give Endris the bat, he told the young baseball fan (who shares the same first name as Desmond’s 

oldest son) to meet him after workouts so he could sign it. 

“Ian could not have been more kind and considerate,” says Grayson’s dad, Phil. “[He] even suggested the best marker to 

show his signature on the bat. Class act!” 

Grayson, who pitches and plays shortstop (one of the many positions Desmond plays) is well-versed in players and teams 

thanks to the video game “MLB: The Show.” He has roughly 5,000 baseball cards and a handful of autographed baseballs 

and photos. He will put his latest addition, the signed bat from Desmond, in a special display case in his bedroom 

alongside the other memorabilia. 

Ian Desmond and Grayson Endris. Credit: Vanessa Hughes 

To say Desmond’s thoughtful gesture made an impact would be an understatement, suggests the proud father. 
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“Grayson will never forget what Ian did for him, and I’m sure he will always pay close attention to Ian’s career and root for 

his success.” 

Also rooting for Desmond’s success? 

Rockies ownership. General Manager Jeff Bridich. Manager Bud Black. Teammates. Fans. Friends and family. 

And of course, Desmond himself. 

After signing a five-year, $70 million contract with the Rockies in December 2016, the two-time All-Star had a frustrating 

2017 in which he broke his left hand in spring training and later made two trips to the disabled list for nagging calf injuries. 

He missed a total of 67 games, by far the most games he’d ever sat out. In six of his previous seven seasons Desmond 

played at least 154 games for the Nationals (2010-15) and Rangers (2016), so the injury bug was something new for the 

32-year-old. 

In the 95 games he did play, Desmond hit a solid .274 with 7 home runs, 40 RBIs and had a team-high 15 stolen bases. 

He also finished with 93 hits but only a .375 slugging percentage and admittedly never got into a rhythm. Even so, he did 

his best not to get discouraged. 

“I think I really just tried to use it all as a blessing,” says Desmond. “The time that I spent on the DL, I got to watch and 

really see what this group of guys does as far as preparation, how they handle big games and bad games. For me, there 

was a lot of learning. If I didn’t go through that last year, I wouldn’t be where I am right now.” 

Desmond says the biggest disappointment from last year was how things unfolded after the initial excitement by all 

parties. 

“I feel like I didn’t get to go out there and perform like I know I can,” Desmond explained. “It kind of made [Bridich] look like 

a goat, by signing me to a deal to play first base and then it not working out and me being injured.” 

Desmond was so determined to be a good teammate and honor his contract with the Rockies last season that, behind the 

scenes, he went well above what was expected. 

It’s not widely known that aside from his rehab assignments Desmond didn’t miss a single game, home or away. He 

traveled with the team and sat in the dugout, in uniform, even when he was hurt. 

“I was really excited to come in here last year and help this team get over the hump and make it to the postseason and 

bring winning baseball back to Colorado,” Desmond said. “I may have bit off more than I could chew. Looking back, I was 
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really eager to get back on the field. Maybe I rushed that a little bit. Or maybe I could’ve stayed home instead of traveling 

on the road and allowed my body to heal a little bit or taken a longer DL stint. 

“I just really want to show the fans and my teammates who I am. They still don’t know who I am as a player. These guys 

have seen me play two series a year and what they’ve seen on TV, but they don’t really know who I am on a daily basis 

either. Last year wasn’t a very accurate representation. 

“I think everyone’s still trying to figure me out, and I’m trying to figure it out too.” 

“He was trying to gut through it and do what he could to help the team win.” – Jeff Bridich 

The Rockies had big expectations when they signed Desmond, and for good reason. 

He was coming off a year where he was named an All-Star with Texas, despite switching positions from shortstop to 

outfield. His offense was on fire – a .322 average, with 15 homers and 55 runs batted in – leading up to the Midsummer 

Classic. He cooled off in the second half, but still finished 2016 with respectable numbers (.285, 22 HR, and 86 RBI). 

Before that, while with the Nationals, Desmond was named an All-Star in 2012 and won the Silver Slugger Award three 

straight years (2012-14). And in four of his big league seasons (2012-14, 2016) he’s had at least 20 home runs and 20 

steals. 

Desmond’s defense, overall, has been consistently good, as well. Since he broke into the majors in 2009, his career 

fielding percentage is .964 and he’s committed just 165 errors in 4,612 chances. 

Heading into 2018, Bridich still has big expectations for Desmond and describes him as a multitalented player with a lot of 

upside. 

“He’s shown he can hit for average and in his best seasons, he hits in the high .200s. He’s shown he can hit for power, 

20-30 home runs, he can drive in runs, he can run, defend – obviously being a former shortstop – that requires a great 

deal of athleticism and that was part of what was attractive about him,” Bridich says. “That athleticism and that ability to 

bring some intangibles to the team, a lot of that just wasn’t on display last year. Even when he was on the field, you knew 

it wasn’t 100 percent. He was trying to gut through it and do what he could to help the team win. He can steal some 

bases, and I think he’s got a chance to be a productive part of what should be a really good offense as long as 

everybody’s healthy.” 

“For the first time in a long time, I’m living life with my shoulders down.” – Ian Desmond 
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For those who are concerned about Desmond being injury-prone again this season, don’t be, he assures. 

“My body is great. My mind is great. I’m in a good place. I’m getting older and starting to realize that in baseball, I’m like a 

dinosaur. But in real life, I have a lot of life left to live.” 

And hopefully a lot of baseball left to play. Desmond says look for a “new-and-improved” version of him in 2018. 

He credits maturity, the experiences of last year and yoga for helping him get into a healthy state-of-mind. This offseason, 

he did one-on-one yoga sessions with an instructor five days a week back home in Sarasota, Fla., which helped bring 

some life back into his body. Desmond has done yoga off and on for a few years, but not consistently. After beating up on 

his body over the last decade-plus, he was looking to gain strength, flexibility and meditation, and he did. 

“Finally for the first time in a long time, I’m living life with my shoulders down,” Desmond admitted. “I kind of feel like I’ve 

been uptight and had the weight of the world on my shoulders for a long time, and now I’m just really enjoying life and 

breathing and feeling good. I feel like I’m in the best mental state I’ve ever been in.” 

Desmond continued to practice yoga throughout Spring Training and will do so during the regular season, as well. 

In addition to getting his mind and body right, Desmond also tweaked his game ever-so-slightly. Because last year was 

choppy for him, he made an adjustment during the offseason in hopes of getting his timing shored up at the plate. He 

lowered his hands to get more extension on his swing and has been going with that approach ever since. 

“This guy’s a team player.” – Bud Black 

“The first time we ‘met’ was over the phone [in late 2016], and we talked for about three hours,” Bridich recalls of his first 

conversation with Desmond. “This was before he signed with us. I’m not much of a talker. I don’t talk to anybody for three 

minutes on the phone, much less three hours, but it was an important start to the relationship.” 

Desmond, meanwhile was impressed by Bridich’s enthusiasm and game plan for all the Rockies’ young talent. 

“As an opponent for so long, it just really didn’t seem like the direction was great and you would see things like a starter 

going two innings and then another starter coming in after that,” Desmond remembered. “Just things that were very off-

the-wall. [But] Jeff had a normalcy to him.” 

Desmond peppered the young GM with questions and Bridich was ready. 
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“I was saying, ‘You’ve got so many players. How are you going to use me? What’s your game plan for the pitching staff? 

How are you going to manage innings limits? What are you going to do with the bullpen?’ And blah, blah, blah. He had an 

answer for everything. I was really trying to challenge him to find a hole, and he had it all covered. The conversation was 

fluid and great and we hit it off.” 

The men talked about life, baseball and all sorts of things. Both sides were equally impressed with what the other had to 

say, which ultimately led to Desmond signing with the Rockies. 

The caveat was that Desmond was slated to be the team’s starting first baseman, which would be a new position for him. 

He spent his first several years in baseball as a shortstop and switched to outfield in 2016 when he signed with the 

Rangers. But Desmond wanted to play and was up to the challenge. 

In preparation for Spring Training with the Rockies last year, Desmond says he “took thousands and thousands and 

thousands of ground balls [at first base] and didn’t practice outfield one bit.” When the hand injury happened just a couple 

weeks into Spring Training, Desmond was behind the 8-ball to get the reps he needed. He missed several weeks and only 

played 27 games at first base in 2017. Mark Reynolds took over the first base job and was solid on both offense and 

defense, meaning Desmond needed to find a new position. He ended up playing 66 games in left field, one in center and 

one at short. 

“Outfield is still new to me,” said Desmond. “I was a shortstop for 13 years. I just want to be prepared, because it’s not 

comfortable to be unprepared. I want there to be clarity and communication and knowing what my role is going to be. 

Right now, I have an infield glove, a first baseman’s mitt and an outfield glove. The infield glove I probably don’t need, but 

I played short last year, so you never know.” 

The question remains, where will the talented veteran, and highest-paid Rockie (at $22 million this season), play in 2018? 

The good news, says Black, is that “Desi” is the type of multifaceted ballplayer every club would love to have. 

“This guy’s a team player,” says the Rockies skipper. “The versatility that you’re seeing in all of Major League Baseball 

now, with teams moving guys around, it’s very advantageous to have players like Ian because you never know, on a given 

night, an injury or whatever might happen, and if you can maneuver some guys around to make your team stronger, that’s 

so beneficial.” 

“I want to be a floater.” – Ian Desmond 



    

29 
 

Desmond says he wanted to be a Rockie in 2016, the year before he signed with Colorado, but the timing wasn’t right. 

The next year when free agency came around, the Rockies were on board. And so began the conversations with Bridich 

and others in the organization, including first base prospect Correlle Prime. 

Desmond and the 24-year-old Prime met through Desmond’s high school hitting coach, Dwayne Strong, who was Prime’s 

high school coach and mentor. 

Over the last several years, Desmond and Prime, whom the Rockies drafted in 2012, hit together in the offseason at 

Desmond’s home in Florida. (He has a batting cage in his barn.) They stay in touch during the season and have talked 

about all the young talent in the Rockies farm system. Desmond also points out that he’s kept an eye on the box scores 

the last several years. “I was watching [Raimel] Tapia in A-ball. Trevor [Story], [David] Dahl, [Jordan] Patterson, [Kyle] 

Freeland, all these guys.” 

As Desmond enters his second full season in Colorado, he continues to get to know his Rockies teammates. 

“This is a really young team and I’ve got three young kids, so I’m cutting away a majority of the time,” said Desmond. “To 

be honest, I haven’t really clicked. I’m not a cliquey guy. I want to be a floater, and at the same time I don’t mind spending 

time by myself.” 

At 32, Desmond is considered an “elder statesman” on the Rockies roster. Only catcher Chris Iannetta (who turns 35 this 

month), Mike Dunn and Wade Davis are older, and the two pitchers are just barely senior to Desmond. 

“He wants to make a difference in people’s lives, and I don’t think we fully understood that as an organization until we 

lived with him for a year.” – Jeff Bridich 

While Rockies fans anxiously await the season (and the opportunity to see if Desmond can be the player both he and 

Bridich believe he can be), they’ll also be afforded the opportunity to get to better know Desmond as a man. And 

regardless of injuries, position or salary, that’s never been in question. 

He’s much more than the gifted athlete who wears No. 20 for the Colorado Rockies. 

He’s a man of faith, a husband, father, philanthropist, friend and great teammate. 

He’s active in his church and participates in a Bible study back home. He’s hoping to start one in Colorado with some of 

his Rockies brothers-in-Christ. He strives to be a positive example for the organization, the fans and the community, and 

makes giving back a top priority. 
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Just like the small gesture of kindness he showed to Grayson Endris, to know Desmond is to know that’s par for the 

course, says Bridich. 

“He looks at himself as more than just a baseball player. He wants to make a difference in people’s lives, and I don’t think 

we fully understood that as an organization until we lived with him for a year. So that was a cool thing to see.” 

Desmond is also a husband, to Chelsey, whom he met in fifth grade in Sarasota. 

“The minute I saw her, I fell in love,” Desmond recalls. “10 years old. I’m serious. I chased her forever and we finally linked 

up in 2005 when I was in A-ball with the [Potomac] Nationals.” 

Thanks to AOL instant messenger, the two reconnected one night while Ian was in the minors in Woodbridge, Va. He was 

getting ready to type Chelsey a note and chickened out. At that very moment, she sent him a message and they haven’t 

stopped talking ever since. 

The couple was married in 2010 in their Florida hometown; they now have three boys – Grayson, who turns 7 on April 26, 

Cruz, 5, and Ashton, 3 1/2. When Grayson was born in 2011, Desmond was the first MLB position player to be placed on 

paternity leave when he took time off to be with Chelsey after she gave birth. 

Having three young, active boys keeps the Desmonds very busy, but they wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“I think he’s a great father,” said Black. “I see his boys come into the clubhouse after the game and they’re great boys. 

They’re respectful and you can tell that the parenting that’s going on is good stuff between him and Chelsey. You can tell 

that they’ve got it together.” 

Ian has a “Family” tattoo as a permanent reminder of his loved ones. 

There are many causes that are close to Desmond’s heart and he’s extremely generous with his time and money. 

The first is Neurofibromatosis, a rare genetic disorder that causes tumors to grow in the brain, spinal cord and nerves. 

Back in 2012, Desmond reached out to a young man named Ethan Brown, who has NF, after seeing Brown’s prayer 

request on the Christian website Unashamed Athletes. The two interacted via Twitter and became fast friends. Since then, 

Desmond has worked tirelessly to raise awareness and funds to help find a cure for the disease. In 2014, Desmond and 

Brown got matching tattoos featuring a coat-of-arms design that Desmond created. The tattoos feature a shield made of 

four puzzle pieces, which is the symbol for NF research, deer antlers for Brown’s hunting passion, baseball bats, a cross, 

their initials (EB and ID) and “END NF.” 
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During Spring Training last month, Desmond organized an equipment drive for the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 

Community at the Rockies-Diamondbacks joint complex. Both teams collected sporting goods, school supplies and 

money to help the people in the community because, as Desmond put it, they’ve been great to the Rockies and there’s a 

huge level of poverty and a lot of people that do need help. Afterwards, Desmond and others dropped off the equipment at 

the youth center and spent time with the kids, played games and gave away prizes. 

Desmond is also excited about a skateboarding fundraiser he’s helping put together this summer at the skate park near 

Coors Field to raise awareness for NF. 

In addition, he wants to reach out to the Denver Islamic Society to let them know that they have a friend in him and 

hopefully a friend in the Colorado Rockies. 

“We’re all brothers and sisters from God, and I feel like it’s unfair for them [all] to be looked at in a bad light. We should 

love our neighbor. There’s so many differences, but that doesn’t need to keep us from being friends,” Desmond explains. 

He’s volunteered for events with Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Colorado and the Boys and Girls Club as well. 

Those charitable efforts do not go unnoticed by the Rockies’ brass. It’s one of the many reasons they hold Desmond in 

such high regard. 

“I think he’s very willing to walk the walk with regard to his philanthropic interests and the causes that he cares for,” says 

Bridich. “He doesn’t just throw money at it. He throws thought and time and effort, and he shows people that he wants to 

help through action as well as money.” 

Desmond left his philanthropic mark on previous MLB stops as well, especially with the Expos/Nationals organization, 

which drafted him in 2004 (84th overall). 

It’s something Black noticed when the Rockies played in the nation’s capital last summer. 

“There were so many people in the stands who had Desmond jerseys and t-shirts on,” says Black. “His interaction with the 

fans was great. I think there’s a philanthropy part of that as well to the fans. Ian does it in a private way, which is so cool to 

me. He’s a giver, he’s generous, he’s adored. And I noticed that here with some of the things that he wants to institute 

with the Rockies.” 

During his time with the Nationals, Desmond won the team’s Heart and Hustle Award four times. The award, presented by 

the Major League Baseball Players Alumni Association, is given to players who “demonstrate a passion for baseball and 

best embody the values, spirit and tradition of the game.” 
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“Every time I hit a speed bump, it’s always smoothed out afterwards.” – Ian Desmond 

Colorado is Desmond’s baseball home for the next four years. The 2018 season offers a fresh start and he couldn’t be 

more ready to turn things around. 

The talent is there. The expectations are there. The time is now for Desmond to show what he can do. 

“I’ve been through quite a bit in my baseball career and every time I hit a speed bump, it’s always smoothed out 

afterwards,” he says. “I’m really hopeful that trend continues and leads into a good year this year.” 
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Sarris: Charlie Blackmon and the importance of the hit tool 
By Eno Sarris  | The Athletic 
Apr 3, 2018 

 
“Did you ever think you were going to hit 37 homers?” I asked Charlie Blackmon in camp. 

“Noooo no, not really,” laughed the Rockies' center fielder. 

Asked to provide a scouting report on a young version of himself, coming out of Georgia Tech in the second round, he's 

realistic. 

“A lot of contact, a lot of speed, and good hand-eye,” he thought. He did hit nearly .400 in his final year at Tech, but eight 

homers in 250 at-bats meant he was no slugger. He matched that total four years later in 455 plate appearances spread 

across three levels, including the big leagues. Four years after that, he hit 29 homers and had one of the bigger power 

surges of all time. 

He credits it to small changes to his approach that have accumulated over time. 

“Every year I try to make my swing a little better,” the outfielder said. “You see the guys that are constantly hitting it over 

the fence and everyone wants to be that guy. Even the little guys are somehow trying to hit for more power.” 

The specifics have to do with his spray chart. 

“I changed the default angle of my swing,” the lefty said. “If you look at the way my bat comes through the zone, it used to 

be flatter and more to the pull side, and now it has more elevation and more angle to center field.” 

Here's a swing from 2013. 

Fittingly, it's a pulled double down the line. 

“I used to be only able to hit for power to the pull side,” Blackmon said. “The balls I hit the best were pulled gap, and I still 

think they are. Now, my default swing is the middle of the field. Hitting from straight up the middle to either gap is now a 

smaller adjustment than trying to adjust off of the pull gap.” 

Here's a single to the same side of the field in 2017. 
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Maybe it's easier to see in the spray chart. 

If you pay particular attention to the middle of the field, you'd notice more straight up the middle balls in play. For sure 

there's more opposite field power, too, but the player says that's the result of looking to go up the middle more. Oh, and 

the fact that he could make contact at all in the first place. 

“If you can hit, you can do a lot of things,” Blackmon said. “You have the ability to make adjustments, you have the ability 

to tweak your swing. I was able to hit enough to stick around and get enough at-bats to slowly work my way into a power 

swing.” 

Is that something we find if we zoom out on past power surges in the past? That they were able to make contact reliably 

and then were able to add power later? 

Hit tool, as scouts discuss it, is hard to capture in one stat. “Hitting ability is as much a skill as it as a tool, but the physical 

elements – hand-eye coordination, swing mechanics, bat speed – are key factors in the hit grade,” says Baseball 

America. They do provide a hit tool number on many of their prospects, and if we focus on that number alone, we might 

find that prospects rated highly by hit tool don't necessarily work out better than other prospects. But that might be a 

failure in rating hit tool in the minors as much as anything. 

Let's go the other direction and look at the power surgers in the past. How does their ability to make contact compare to 

the general public? Maybe we can use that as a proxy for hit tool? 

If you look at the biggest power surges of all time, you have to go down to 27th on the list — Yonder Alonso last year — to 

get to a single surge that didn't come in the late 1990s or early 2000s. If we use that group as our sample we may only be 

testing the results of better chemistry. 

But, beginning in 2002, we started tracking swinging strike rate. I mention that because it's convenient timing, and also 

because swinging strike rate seems to be one of the better ways to measure a 'hit tool' in one number. How often you 

swing and miss really gets at the ability to put bat to ball, the main component of what scouts call the hit tool. 

So, let's use swinging strike rate to compare the top surgers since 2002 to the general population, and the biggest power 

bats. The top power surgers are defined as the top 10% of seasonal isolated slugging percentage minus career ISO, 
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minimum 500 plate appearances in the season and 2000 in the career. General population is league average. The top 

power bats are the top 10% in ISO in each year since 2002. Power surge for league average and top power bats is 2017 

ISO minus 2002-2017 ISO. 

Player Group ISO surge K% swSTR% 

Top 10% Power Surgers 0.104 19.7% 9.1% 

League Average 2002-2017 0.018 18.5% 9.2% 

Top 10% Power Hitters 0.001 19.9% 10.8% 

Looks like there's a little evidence that the players that have seen a power surge in the past make more contact than most 

power hitters. 

It could also have something to do with the new ball, of course. 

“If you have this ball that has lower seams and carries better and you get rewarded for putting the ball in play, why not 

focus more on contact skills, much like the Astros?” asked a member of a front office at this year's Winter Meetings. Put 

the ball in play more, take advantage of the new ball more. 

But there's also something to consider in here about how important the hit tool is. Blackmon, the owner of the 18th-biggest 

power surge since 2002, tried to explain why it's the most important skill in baseball to him. 

“It's so hard to hit,” the Rockies' outfielder said. “Adding power? It's about making adjustments, tweaking your swing. A lot 

of it is selection, approach, knowing when to take a shot, knowing the pitcher, knowing how you feel that day. I think 

experience has a lot to do with adding power.” 

But you have to hit first to get the chance to do all that. 

“If I had to pick one tool to play baseball, a lot of people would say speed, but I would take the ability to hit, even if just for 

average,” Blackmon said. “It's the most important thing.” 
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Rosenthal: The Cardinals had three good reasons to sign Greg Holland now 
By Ken Rosenthal  | The Athletic 
Apr 3, 2018 

 
My initial reaction to the St. Louis Cardinals’ signing of free-agent closer Greg Holland was surprise. Not due to the 

landing spot — Holland seemed a perfect fit for the Cardinals from the start of the offseason. But a one-year, $14 million 

contract just days before Opening Day, when Holland seemingly had no leverage? 

The Cardinals had reasons: 

— Holland would not lower his price. According to executives from multiple clubs, Holland’s agent, Scott Boras, was 

adamant about the reliever getting no less than $14 million. 

Holland earned $15 million with the Colorado Rockies last season in salary and bonuses. He then turned down at least 

two chances to remain with the Rockies, rejecting a $15 million player option and the team’s $17.4 million qualifying offer. 

Boras denies reports that Holland also turned down a three-year offer from the Rockies in free agency. 

Why didn’t the Cardinals simply wait out Boras and Holland? It sounds counterintuitive, but Holland might have gained 

leverage the longer he held his ground. Boras said teams inquired about signing Holland after the amateur draft, when he 

no longer would have been subject to draft-pick compensation. 

The Cardinals feared that scenario, especially with the draft only a little more than two months away, sources said. They 

forfeited their second-highest choice, No. 59 overall, and $500,000 in international bonus-pool money to get the deal 

done. 

— The threat of competition. The Cardinals had no way of knowing if another team might jump on Holland. The Texas 

Rangers had interest in the reliever and the Los Angeles Angels might have entered the fray at the right price, sources 

said. The Cardinals also might have had suspicions, justified or not, about their biggest rival, the Chicago Cubs. 

The Cubs, mind you, already have spent $215 million on free agents since the end of last season, and relievers Brandon 

Morrow, Steve Cishek and Brian Duensing were among their buys. But they still are without a proven closer — Morrow, 

their designated choice, has just 18 career saves. 



    

37 
 

The Cardinals already had addressed their bullpen by signing free agents Luke Gregerson and Bud Norris and acquiring 

Dominic Leone from the Toronto Blue Jays. But few outside the Cardinals’ front office thought those additions were 

enough, and imagine the outrage in St. Louis if Holland had landed with the Cubs. 

— Optics. Cardinals fans wanted Holland. Cardinals players wanted Holland. And, surely, Cardinals manager Mike 

Matheny and his coaching staff wanted Holland. 

Before signing Holland, the Cardinals had spent a mere $29.5 million on free agents while adding $10.085 million more in 

2018 salary with their trades for Leone and outfielder Marcel Ozuna and awarding a six-year, $26 million extension to 

shortstop Paul DeJong. The team was nearly $40 million under the $197 million luxury-tax threshold, according to 

projections by Cot’s Baseball Contracts. Payroll flexibility was not an issue. 

A big addition at Opening Day, just like a big addition at the non-waiver deadline, can ignite a clubhouse and a fan base. 

Holland is expected to pitch twice for Class A Palm Beach before joining the Cardinals on Tuesday, making a promising 

bullpen that much better. As I reported last week on Twitter, he will be paid his full $14 million regardless of when the 

Cardinals add him to the roster. 

One more thing: Holland’s deal includes a $50,000 bonus if he wins Division Series MVP and $25,000 if he wins the Silver 

Slugger. Interesting! There is no Division Series MVP and no reliever has won a National League Silver Slugger since the 

inception of the award in 1990. 

Boras chuckled at the Silver Slugger clause, joking that most NL closers average about three at-bats per season. But 

teams often include the incentive, even for relievers, as part of their standards awards package. Boras also is not the only 

agent to negotiate incentives for Division Series MVP, just in case baseball ever adds such an award. 

As another agent said, “You never know. 

 

 

 



    

38 
 

Rookie Villanueva hits 3 homers, Padres get 1st win of 2018 
Associated Press | ESPN 
April 4, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Curtain calls don't happen often at Petco Park, which made the night even more special for Christian 

Villanueva. 

The rookie hit three impressive home runs and drove in five runs, Tyson Ross was a winner in his return to San Diego, 

and the Padres became the last team to get its first victory of 2018 by beating the Colorado Rockies 8-4 on Tuesday 

night. 

The 26-year-old Villanueva joined Hunter Renfroe as the only Padres rookies to hit three homers in a game. Villanueva, 

the third player to start at third base in San Diego's first five games, became the seventh Padres player overall to go deep 

three times. 

After his third homer , Villanueva popped out of the dugout to answer a curtain call from the crowd of 19,283. 

"Another dream come true," Villanueva said through an interpreter. "It's amazing, especially on a night like tonight, getting 

the first win. I was just happy I was able to play my part. I think we all played really well, the pitching was great, and I think 

if we're able to play that way all together as a team that it's going to be a good year." 

Villanueva, who made his big league debut Sept. 18, capped his big night with a three-run shot that went an estimated 

390 feet to left off Antonio Senzatela with two outs in the seventh. 

His first two were solo shots off left-hander Kyle Freeland (0-1). The first went an estimated 400 feet off the facade of the 

Western Metal Supply Co. building in the left-field corner with one out in the second. The second went an estimated 399 

feet into the second deck in left with two outs in the fourth. 

Villanueva hit four homers in 32 at-bats last year after his debut. 

Villanueva said he's felt locked in before, "but I've never hit three home runs." 

The difference? 

"I'd say luck. It's one of those nights where you go out and have fun with your game and things turned out the way they 

did. I have a lot of dreams and I have a lot of goals, and little by little I'm starting to reach them." 
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Villanueva forced his way onto the 25-man roster with a hot spring, and he'll start again at third base on Wednesday night, 

manager Andy Green said. 

"It's fun watching guys succeed like that," Green said. "A guy that's earning everything he's getting right now. Fought his 

way to the big leagues. ... You see the power; it's real. It was a fun game for him, one I'm sure he'll remember for the rest 

of his life." 

Villanueva homered against the Rockies last season. 

"The kid's got power. We saw it last year," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "Tonight he was locked in. He got some 

pitches in the middle of the plate and he's got some pull power and he lofted the ball three times. What can you say? He 

squared up three balls. Gotta give him credit. He got balls in the middle and he didn't miss them." 

QUOTABLE 

"He was good today. There's no other way around it," Green said about Villanueva. "That was an impressive day. I did 

throw him batting today; I don't usually throw practice so I'll be throwing batting practice again tomorrow. He just had really 

good swings all day." 

The Padres trailed 3-2 before Freddy Galvis hit a two-run single in the sixth and Villanueva scored his third run of the 

night, on a fielder's choice. 

ROSS RETURNS 

Ross (1-0), who allowed three runs and five hits in six innings, was pitching for the Padres for the first time since opening 

day 2016. He didn't pitch again that season and eventually had thoracic outlet surgery. He pitched for Texas last year 

before returning to the Padres on a minor league deal. 

Ross nearly made it unscathed through the order the first time, but Freeland singled to center with one out in the 

third. Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieuwalked to load the bases before Nolan Arenado doubled to left. Freeland and 

Blackmon scored but LeMahieu was thrown out at the plate on a relay throw by shortstop Galvis. 
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The Rockies added another run in the fourth and had another runner thrown out. With runners on the corners, Chris 

Iannetta singled to left to bring in Gerardo Parra. Trevor Story tried to advance from first to third and was cut down 

by Jose Pirela. 

Freeland allowed four runs and five hits in 5 1/3 innings. He struck out six and walked two. 

Brad Hand came on with two runners on to get the last out for his first save. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: C Austin Hedges (back) was out of the lineup a second straight game. ... OF Wil Myers didn't start a night after 

coming out of the game with a triceps injury. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: RHP Jon Gray (0-1, 6.75 ERA) looks to bounce back from an opening-day loss to Arizona. 

Padres: LHP Clayton Richard (0-0, 1.00 ERA) pitched seven strong innings on opening day. 
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Colorado Rockies starting pitchers need to be like Rolling Stones 
Woody Paige | Gazette  
April 3, 2018  
Caption + 

 
If the Rockies aspire to reach the postseason again, their young pitching rotation must be The Stones. 

"Start Me Up,'' "Let It Loose'' and "Paint It Black'' should become the Rockies' exhortations. 

Jon Gray, Tyler Anderson, German Marquez, Chad Bettis, Kyle Freeland and Antonio Senzatela aren't Mick Jagger, Keith 

Richards, Charlie Watts, Bill Wyman, (the late) Brian Jones and Ron Wood, but it's only rock & roll, and they like it. 

They realistically need to win more than 50 games. Last season Marquez was 11-7, Freeland 11-11, Gray 10-4, 

Senzatela 10-5 and Bettis, in nine starts after returning from his second cancer recovery, 2-4. 

This is the most superlative, and expensive, bullpen the Rockies ever have assembled, but if the starters only spit dirt for 

three, four or even five innings consistently, there will be no relief in sight. 

Through the first four games, the Rockies' rotation, the lowest paid group in the entire major leagues, didn't have any 

starter last longer than five innings. Gray, the "ace,'' managed just four in the first game in Arizona, and Anderson didn't 

make it far (2 1/3), while Marquez and Bettis both posted through the fifth. 

Senzatela, the odd pitcher out for the time being, relieved Anderson for 2 2/3rds. 

When the Rockies finally got to the back end of the bullpen in the third game, everybody could rave about Bryan Shaw, 

Jake McGee and, especially, Wade Davis, one of baseball's classic closers. They shut down and out the Snakes to 

preserve Charlie Blackmon's homer-led 2-1 victory. 

Dick Monfort and Jeff Bridich have $47 million invested in their eight-man relief corps (including Senzatela). Davis will 

receive $16 million in 2018, and Shaw, McGee, Michael Dunn and Adam Ottovino each will earn approximately $7 million. 

Chris Rusin draws $1.3 mil and Scott Oberg $555,000. 

Only one starter - Bettis - is above the half-million-bucks category. He is on a $2 million contract. 

Not one other five-man rotation has cumulative salaries as low as the Rockies' $4.2 million total. In fact, all but a couple 

have more than one, two, even three starting pitchers making a lot more than the Rockies' quintet. 

The Rox do have young value in their rotation, if it produces. 
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If not, Bridich/Monfort will regret that they didn't sign, at least, Lance Lynn (who signed a one-year deal with the Twins for 

$12 million) or, gagged hard, and jumped at Jake Arrieta (who ultimately joined the Phillies on a three-year, $75 million 

contract). 

It is noted that the Rockies have elevated into the top half of the baseball payroll business - at 15th with almost $138 

million in salaries for the roster, and another $4 million still due Jose Reyes. (At last, his monstrous pact ends this year). 

So, the Monfort Bros. no longer can be assailed for not spending hard cash - $22 mil this season for Ian Desmond? - but 

the future contracts of Blackmon and, naturally, the sport's premier third baseman, Nolan Arenado, will cause tremors at 

20th & Blake. 

But the Rockies are living in the present - and Monfort mused to me at spring training about what moves might be 

contemplated in the summer if the Rockies are in the thick of a race. (Last season before the trading deadline, in breaking 

with tradition, the club acquired two veterans - a reliever and a catcher - and the expenditures paid off.) 

The Rockies don't require more hitters with this offensive unit. They might find an arm useful. 

Local lackeys and a couple of national seamsters have predicted that the Rockies will finish first in the National League 

West - which would be the only season in the club's 26 that they win a division title. However, the rest of the free baseball 

world picks the Dodgers for their sixth straight N.L. West championship. The Rockies generally are considered a viable 

wild-card contender for their fourth advancement to the playoffs. 

Eight other National League clubs are bona fide postseason challengers - the Nationals and the Mets in the East, the 

Cubs, the Cardinals and the Brewers in the Central and the Dodgers, the Diamondbacks and the Giants in the West. 

A repeat 87-75 record won't make it. The Rockies must reach the level of 2007 and 2009. Ninety is the number. 

They'll achieve that goal ... if the starters do a Pitch Six. 

The Rolling Rox? 
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Colorado Rockies: How long is the leash for Carlos Gonzalez? 
by Aaron Hurt | Rox Pile 
April 4, 2018  

The six-month wait to once again enjoy Colorado Rockies baseball is over. It didn’t take long for slick defensive 

plays by Nolan Arenado and bombs hit by Charlie Blackmon to remind me just how much I love the Rockies. 

Unfortunately, there was something that tried to hinder my enjoyment. Something that haunted me throughout most of last 

year. 

After watching Carlos Gonzalez swing and miss at another low and outside breaking ball and rolling over another 

grounder to the right side of the infield, it got me thinking. What if CarGo repeats his April/May performance of last year or 

goes into a prolonged slump? How long does manager Bud Black and GM Jeff Bridich wait until they pull the plug? 

Now I am not suggesting that he is struggling and that its time to sound the alarm. He has played well in the first few 

games … but I feel that this is a fair question that needs to be pondered. 

Again, I am not saying he is playing bad.  So far, he is 5-for-21 with a pair of RBI, a walk, and a stolen base in five 

games.  Those hits includes a solid RBI double in Monday night’s win over San Diego and the Rockies’ hardest hit 

ball this year with his rocket single (116 MPH exit velocity) that almost took the head off of Arizona’s Robbie Ray in the 

fifth inning of Friday’s game. 

What has been concerning is that Gonzalez is still prone to chasing pitches outside of the strike zone as he has already 

struck out six times this year. Also keep in mind that, historically, CarGo is a slow starter. Last year, he hit 44-for-186 

(.236) with four homers,17 RBI and 42 strikeouts in the months of April and May. 

If things do happen to go awry, what might make the decision easier this time around is his contract. Last year, in what 

was the final year of a seven-year, $80 million deal, he was making $20 million. This year, he is only costing the Rockies 

$8 million. A smaller contract plus two solid insurance policies in David Dahl and Raimel Tapia, who are waiting in Triple-

A Albuquerque, could result in a shorter leash for CarGo if things start to go south. 

Best-case scenario, Gonzalez plays like the CarGo of old and I just wasted time worrying about nothing. Worst case, Bud 

Black will have an extremely difficult decision to make. 

No matter what, it’s great to have baseball back. 
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