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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants beat Rockies, Brandon Crawford reveals genesis of hot streak 

John Shea 

 

Brandon Crawford is hoping May lasts forever and June never arrives. Actually, the way the 

Giants’ shortstop is locked in, he probably believes he can hit all summer. 

That’s what happens when a guy gets on a roll like this. Every pitch is fat, every swing is picture-

perfect. That’s life with Crawford, at least it has been since April was turning to May. 

On a sunny yet brisk and windy Saturday afternoon in China Basin, the Giants whipped the 

Rockies 9-4, and Crawford led the charge with three more hits, including a home run into the 

arcade that put the game away in the sixth inning. 

“Once you start getting a couple of hits,” Crawford said, “you feel better at the plate, and that 

can go a long way.” 

A couple as in 31. That’s his hit total for May, 31 hits in 18 games. 

His average through April was .189. Now it’s .302. 
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Suddenly the Giants have three .300 hitters including Brandon Belt (.308) and Buster Posey 

(.307), both of whom had two hits Saturday. Andrew McCutchen had three including two 

doubles, and his addition along with Evan Longoria’s make this year’s lineup more imposing 

than last year’s. 

It helps when someone is as hot as Crawford. Aside from his .189 average, he had a .237 on-

base percentage and .300 slugging percentage, amounting to a minuscule OPS of .537 entering 

May. This month, Crawford’s slash line is .449/.459/.652, good for an OPS of 1.111. Saturday, 

he hit a single, two-run double and two-run homer. 

“It’s pretty unbelievable right now,” Belt said. “I wouldn’t say it’s surprising, though. He’s just 

doing what everyone knows he can do. He looks great out there. He’s a big reason why we are 

where we are. Hopefully we can stay right there until the big boys come back.” 

Madison Bumgarner, for starters. The ace threw 40 pitches off a bullpen mound before the 

game, will face hitters Tuesday and begin a rehab assignment Saturday with Triple-A 

Sacramento. After three or four minor-league games, he’s scheduled to return to the Giants’ 

rotation. 

“It’s still in the early part of the season, for sure,” Bumgarner said. “I’d like to get back as soon 

as I could. We’d like to have Johnny (Cueto) back as soon as we could also. I feel good where 

we’re at right now. What are we, four games out or something like that?” 

A year ago at this time, the Giants were 10 back and falling fast. Entering Sunday, San Francisco 

is three back. Bumgarner has noticed a change in run support and said, “Definitely, that’s not 

an issue right now. It’s been really good.” 

Chris Stratton gave up four runs in five innings, but it hardly mattered because the Giants 

collected 17 hits and scored in every inning from the second to the sixth, three times putting up 

crooked numbers. 

Plus, four relievers threw a scoreless inning apiece. 
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The genesis of Crawford’s turnaround can be traced to April 27 when he heard from teammates 

Pablo Sandoval and Gregor Blanco that he was holding his hands lower than they had 

remembered. 

Crawford raised his hands a couple of inches while in his load, and he homered his first at-bat 

off Hyun-Jin Ryu and hasn’t stopped hitting the ball hard. 

“Just kind of getting my hands up and into the right slot by the time I start my swing where my 

foot is down and my hands are coming through the zone,” Crawford said. “When my hands are 

lower, my front shoulder is dropping, which is never really a good thing.” 

Crawford needed a triple in his final at-bat to become the first Giant to hit for a cycle at home 

since Robby Thompson in 1991, but he struck out. 

Crawford admitted he was thinking of hitting a triple. 

“Yeah, a little too much,” he said. “I kind of got out of my approach.” 

A rare hiccup was no concern for the hottest-hitting Giant. Not on this day. Not in this month. 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants may try Pablo Sandoval at second base 

John Shea 

 

Pablo Sandoval still is learning how to be a role player. No longer an everyday third baseman, 

Sandoval is branching out to expand his versatility. Aside from playing third and first, he has 

caught bullpen sessions and even pitched a perfect inning, one of the team’s 2018 highlights. 

Now, second base is an option. Sandoval has taken grounders at second before the past two 

games, and the Giants think it’s realistic he can get some innings at the position. 

“You never know. You could see a scenario,” said infield coach Ron Wotus, who instructed 
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Sandoval on Saturday while first base coach Jose Alguacil hit grounders. “He looks good. He has 

quick feet and good hands. So far, so good.” 

No. 1 second baseman Joe Panik is out with a thumb injury, and backup Alen Hanson landed on 

the disabled list after spending just two weeks with the team. Kelby Tomlinson and Miguel 

Gomez are sharing the position until further notice. 

Wotus said cutoffs and relays — not to mention playing out of position in shifts — are 

significant challenges for someone new to the position. 

Consistent Belt: Manager Bruce Bochy commended Brandon Belt for singling home Gregor 

Blanco from third base with two outs in the fourth inning. 

“He’s really become a force,” Bochy said. “This guy is primed to have a really, really nice year. 

Facing lefties, righties, he’s throwing out good at-bats, supplying power, getting on base. He’s 

determined to have a big year.” 

Belt leads the team in several offensive categories and is playing Gold Glove-caliber defense at 

first base. 

“I think this is the best year I’ve had, so far,” he said. “I think this is what I felt I could always do. 

It’s just a matter of being consistent. This is what I thought I was going to be able to do before 

the season started. I feel I can keep going.” 

Briefly: Andrew McCutchen exited in the eighth inning with a bruised knee that the team said 

isn’t serious. He felt it on a seventh-inning slide and is questionable for Sunday. ... Mark 

Melancon will begin his rehab assignment Monday with Triple-A Sacramento and could return 

to the Giants in two weeks, Bochy said, but not as the closer right away. Bochy plans to ease 

him into high-leverage situations. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 

Can Giants find the next Will Clark with No. 2 pick in june draft? 

John Shea 

 

The Giants would love to draft another Will Clark, and they’ll soon get their chance. 

On June 4, the Giants will have the second overall pick in baseball’s amateur draft for the first 

time since they selected a sweet-swinging first baseman out of Mississippi State 33 years ago. 

 “It was pretty evident B.J. Surhoff was going first to the Brewers,” Clark recalled of the 1985 

draft, perhaps the best in history, “so it was between me, Barry Larkin and Bobby Witt for the 

second pick. 

“My scout who signed me, Squeaky Parker, told me the Giants needed a first baseman and 

would probably pick me. Going into the draft, I had that information but was going to sit back 

and see what happens.” 

Indeed, the Giants drafted Clark, the signature moment for a rebuilding franchise that lost 96 

games in 1984 and 100 in 1985. The turnaround began when Clark made his big-league debut in 

the 1986 season opener and homered off Nolan Ryan. 

The Giants won the NL West in 1987 and were in the World Series two years later. 

So, yes, the No. 2 overall pick can be franchise-altering, and it’s critical to get it right, especially 

for an older team that lost 98 games last season and has a thin minor-league system. 

The Giants are on the clock. Or at least they will be once the Tigers pick first. 

“When you have a pick that high in the draft, you want to get the best available player,” Clark 

said. “How he impacts your team is to be determined. You don’t want to have a high pick and 

waste it and not get the best talent.” 

Team scouts and officials will gather in San Francisco in the days leading up to the draft to 

solidify their strategy. The war room will be at AT&T Park, and general manager Bobby Evans 
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said the team is taking “an all-hands-on-deck approach.” 

When Pablo Sandoval hit a walk-off homer in the 2017 finale for the Giants (64-98), it assured 

the Tigers (64-98) would get the No. 1 pick — Detroit was worse than San Francisco in 2016, the 

tiebreaker in this case — and many in the industry expect them to pick Auburn pitcher Casey 

Mize, though it’s not a lock. 

The Giants are paying special attention to the elite amateurs expected to be among the top 

picks. The list includes Mize, Georgia Tech catcher Joey Bart (Buster Posey won’t catch forever), 

Florida pitcher Brady Singer (once considered the Tigers’ top option), Arizona high school 

pitcher Matthew Liberatore (big, strong lefty, but let’s not call him Bumgarner-like quite yet) 

and Wichita State third baseman Alec Bohm (6-foot-5 slugger), among others. 

Leading up to the draft, Evans is reminded of 2008, when the Giants made key picks that 

preceded their run to three World Series championships. Posey was taken fifth overall, and 

Brandon Crawford was taken in the fourth round. 

 “We knew we were going to have a significant pick,” Evans said. “The difference this year is, 

with the second pick, there’s really only one guy you won’t get. You have the pick of the litter 

after that, and I think our staff is doing a great job preparing and evaluating. 

“It’s true whatever round you’re picking in, you can select a player who’ll impact your 

organization for years to come. Crawford in the fourth round, he helped change our 

organization. It’s a hard thing to do, developing your own Gold Glove shortstop.” 

Scouting director John Barr has been the Giants’ point man since the Posey draft, taking input 

from Evans, Giants executive Brian Sabean and others. On their collective watch, the top picks 

since Posey were Zack Wheeler (sixth overall, 2009), Gary Brown (24th, 2010), Joe Panik (29th, 

2011), Chris Stratton (20th, 2012), Christian Arroyo (25th, 2013), Tyler Beede (14th, 2014), Phil 

Bickford (18th, 2015) and Heliot Ramos (19th, 2017). 

The Giants forfeited their first-round pick in 2016 (18th overall) for signing free agent Jeff 
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Samardzija and used their second-round pick, Bryan Reynolds, to acquire Andrew McCutchen 

from Pittsburgh. 

“I don’t think you ever dismiss how important it is to get it right,” Evans said. “The margin for 

error is always there. There are always risk factors, injuries, so many different elements, things 

out of your control, but I don’t think there’s ever a draft you don’t want to give everything 

you’ve got to get it right.” 

The Giants’ bonus pool is $11.748 million for their top 10 picks, and the slot value for their top 

pick is $7.494 million. They could spend less than their allotment on their first pick in order to 

spend more on later picks, which could be a strategy for the Giants if, for example, they use a 

pick to target a high schooler who’s leveraging a college scholarship. 

If a team spends up to 5 percent more than its pool, a 75 percent tax is levied on the overage. 

When outspending the pool by more than 5 percent, future draft picks are surrendered. 

The Giants, who pick second, 45th and 80th, will be represented at the draft’s headquarters — 

the MLB Network studio in New Jersey — by former pitcher Ryan Vogelsong and clubhouse 

man Mike Murphy, who’s being honored in the 60th anniversary season in San Francisco as the 

only employee who was there from the start. 

Clark, a Giants special assistant, was invited to New Jersey but had committed to events 

surrounding Autism Awareness Night the same week as the draft. He looked back at his own 

draft day, which came as he was helping Mississippi State finish third in the College World 

Series. 

 “When we got eliminated, the first thing I thought was, ‘I want to sign and go play ball.’ It 

didn’t take long,” said Clark, whose agent, Jeff Moorad, struck a quick deal. General manager 

“Al Rosen said, ‘We want you to play.’ I said, ‘I’m ready.’” 

The 1985 draft had a ridiculous number of future big-league stars. 
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After Surhoff, Clark, Witt and Larkin, who went 1-2-3-4, the first round included Barry Bonds 

(sixth), Pete Incaviglia (eighth), Walt Weiss (11th), Brian McRae (17th), Joe Magrane (18th), 

Gregg Jefferies (20th), Rafael Palmeiro (22nd) and Joey Cora (23rd). 

In other rounds, the draft produced Randy Johnson, Bobby Thigpen, David Justice, Brady 

Anderson, John Smoltz and Mark Grace. 

This year’s draft might not have equal star power, but the Giants are in prime position to select 

an impact player, just like 33 years ago. 

John Shea is The San Francisco Chronicle’s national baseball writer. 

Email: jshea@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @JohnSheaHey 

Draft information 

When: June 4-6 

Top 10 picks: 1. Tigers, 2. Giants, 3. Phillies, 4. White Sox, 5. Reds, 

6. Mets, 7. Padres, 8. Braves, 

9. A’s, 10. Pirates 

Giants 9, Rockies 4: 

Crawford collects three hits. B5 

A’s 5, Blue Jays 4: 

Pinder hits go-ahead slam. B5 

John Shea: Cano disappoints fans with suspension. B3 

 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Crawford reveals adjustments that’s keying prolific month after pacing Giants in win 

Kerry Crowley 

 

SAN FRANCISCO–Brandon Crawford spent the month of April much like a fan who forgot a 

jacket would spend a night game in the bleachers at AT&T Park. 
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The Giants shortstop was stuck in the fog and absolutely freezing at the plate. 

Fast forward to the middle of May and Crawford is suddenly radiating heat. With three hits 

including a two-run home run on Saturday, Crawford once again served as the Giants primary 

offensive catalyst in a 9-4 win over the Rockies. 

“April was obviously a tough month,” Crawford said. “Hitting .189 for an entire month is tough. 

But I didn’t really waver in my confidence a whole lot. I figured I’d be able to bounce back.” 

With 31 hits in his last 68 at-bats, the three-time Gold Glove winner and smoothest-fielding 

shortstop in the National League is now leading all of baseball with a .449 batting average since 

the start of May. Crawford said he hasn’t changed his approach at the plate, but thanks to a tip 

from Pablo Sandoval and Gregor Blanco, he did alter his timing. 

“They just told me they thought they remembered my hands being up a little higher when I 

would load so I tried it and it started to work so I stuck with it,” Crawford said. 

Crawford’s sixth inning home run into the right field arcade helped break open Saturday’s 

contest against Colorado, but it was hardly the only frustration he caused for Rockies pitchers. 

The Giants’ two hottest hitters right now are both named Brandon, as Belt started the day 

leading the club in nearly all major offensive categories while Crawford had raised his batting 

average more than 100 points since the start of the month. 

“(Crawford) looks great out there and he’s a big reason why we are where we are right now,” 

Belt said. “Hopefully we can stay right there until we get our big boys back.” 

After posting a .189 batting average and two RBIs in his first 27 games, Crawford drove in four 

more runs to bring his total to 17 in his last 18 contests. 

Both Brandons played pivotal roles in the Giants’ third inning rally, as Belt worked an 0-2 count 

before drawing a walk to load the bases with no one out. After an Evan Longoria flyout, 

Crawford stepped in and drilled a two-run double that dropped just inside the left field line to 

push the Giants in front 3-2. 

With his second hit of the day, Crawford bumped his average for the season over .300 and 

finished the game leading all National League shortstops by at least 35 points. 
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“It’s just a case of a good hitter that has got his stroke and got his timing,” Bochy said. “Like a 

few guys, he got off to a slow start but we said this so many times, they’ll get their numbers 

back to where they normally are. Now, he’s exceeded that.” 

In the bottom of the fourth, the Giants had a chance to add to their lead when Blanco hit a 

triple that caromed off of first baseman Ian Desmond before bounced against a bag of baseballs 

in the Rockies bullpen. Colorado starter Jon Gray retired the next two hitters, but manager Bud 

Black pulled Gray in favor of the left-handed Chris Rusin with Belt coming up. 

The Giants first baseman wasn’t fazed, though, as he blooped an RBI single into shallow center 

field to pad his team’s lead. 

“I think there’s a little bit of extra satisfaction to it when they bring somebody in and you’re 

able to take care of business,” Belt said. 

With a 5-4 advantage in the sixth, Andrew McCutchen slugged his first of two doubles on the 

afternoon with a liner into the left field corner to plate a pair of two-out runs. McCutchen also 

blooped a double into left center field in the seventh, but was removed from the game for a 

defensive replacement in the eighth and is listed as day-to-day with a sore knee. 

After collecting wins in two straight games to start the series, the Rockies wasted little time 

jumping on the board Saturday as third baseman Nolan Arenado drove in Charlie Blackmon 

with a one-out single in the first. Colorado added to its lead with a run in the second, but Chris 

Stratton delivered an RBI groundout to cut a 2-0 deficit in half in the bottom of the inning. 

Though the Giants took the lead in the third and never looked back, Stratton struggled to 

contain a Rockies lineup that capitalized on opportunities when leadoff runners reached base. 

The right-hander lasted five innings and allowed a run in four separate innings that started with 

either leadoff singles or a walk. 

Stratton did limit a pair of Rockies threats by inducing groundball double plays in the second 

and fourth innings, but manager Bruce Bochy lifted Stratton in the bottom of the fifth for a 

pinch hitter after he had thrown 80 pitches. 

An Austin Jackson pinch hit single and a quick nine-pitch sixth inning from Will Smith assured 

Bochy he had made the right decision, but with both Madison Bumgarner and Johnny Cueto on 

the disabled list, the Giants are still looking for more consistency from Stratton. 
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“It’s no secret, I’ve got to do a better job of commanding (my curveball) if I want to be 

successful there,” Stratton said. 

After dropping three straight games, a victory on Saturday helped the Giants back to 23-24 on 

the season offered the team an opportunity to clinch a winning homestand and a series split 

with Colorado Sunday. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Why Mark Melancon won’t immediately return to closer role when he rejoins Giants 

Kerry Crowley 

 

SAN FRANCISCO–Mark Melancon is nearing a return to the Giants roster, but he won’t be 

returning to the closer role right away. 

Melancon is set to begin a rehab assignment on Monday that could last about two weeks and 

span five or six relief appearances. The right-hander is recovering from a right elbow flexor 

strain that has sidelined him since Opening Day, but his injury troubles date back to the 

beginning of last season. 

“We’re getting some good news despite this little three game skid we’re in,” manager Bruce 

Bochy said. “It’s going to be good to have Mark, it’s been a long road for him and it’s been good 

to have him back. We’re probably looking around two weeks for his rehab.” 

Melancon missed three separate chunks of last season with a pronator injury in his pitching arm 

that required surgery in September. The Giants were hopeful Melancon would be ready for the 

start of the season, but he felt a similar pain in his arm that he felt last year and was placed on 

the disabled list. 

The three-time All-Star received a stem cell injection to facilitate the healing process for his 

injury on April 12, and he’s thrown a handful of bullpens over the last few weeks as he gears up 

for his rehab assignment. 

Though the Giants signed Melancon to a four-year, $62 million contract to serve as their closer 

prior to the 2017 season, Melancon won’t return to the role when he is available to rejoin the 

club. 

Instead, Bochy said the Giants will ease Melancon into action which will allow Hunter Strickland 
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to maintain his job as the closer for the foreseeable future. 

“A little earlier in the game, see where he’s at, how he feels and how he’s throwing,” Bochy 

said. “Kind of let him get settled in when he comes back and we’ll go that way. I don’t want to 

put added pressure on him as soon as he gets back.” 

Bumgarner throws a bullpen 

Giants ace Madison Bumgarner threw a 40-pitch bullpen Saturday and will make his first rehab 

start for Triple-A Sacramento next Saturday, May 26. 

Bumgarner threw all of his pitches and will face hitters for the first time on Tuesday in Houston 

before the Giants start a two-game set with the Astros. 

Bochy hopes to see Bumgarner make three to four rehab starts before he rejoins the Giants 

rotation, but it’s possible the club will ask him to pitch after two starts depending on the state 

of the team’s pitching depth. 

Building up arm strength and regaining velocity is no easy task for Bumgarner, who is 

attempting to prepare for a return to the Major Leagues as quickly as possible. 

“In the offseason I’ll throw six weeks before camp and six weeks before the season so you’ve 

got 12 weeks of throwing,” Bumgarner said. “Here we’re trying to get it done in less than half of 

that.” 

Fellow starter Johnny Cueto is scheduled to visit with a doctor on Saturday and will continue his 

rehab from a right elbow sprain in Arizona while the Giants hit the road for a three-city trip 

beginning on Tuesday. 

Updates in the outfield 

Mac Williamson slugged a long home run in his first rehab game on Friday evening for the 

Sacramento River Cats. 

Williamson served as the designated hitter but will play in the field on Saturday and Sunday and 

could conceivably force his way back onto the Giants 25-man roster by Tuesday. 

Outfielder Hunter Pence is continuing a rehab assignment with the River Cats and adjusting to a 
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retooled swing. Pence has a six-game hit streak since restarting his rehab assignment and Bochy 

said he wants to see continued production from Pence before the Giants bring him back to the 

Major League level. 

 

 

NBCbayareasports.com 

A tip from two longtime teammates has Brandon Crawford in All-Star form 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — Nobody does nostalgia quite like the Giants. They know they have a fan 

base largely committed to the familiar names, and a clubhouse that embraces a reunion no 

matter what the original exit looked like.  

Often, those second runs in San Francisco lead to results on the field, too, but sometimes 

they’re hard to notice. Take Brandon Crawford, for example. He’s been a mainstay in the 

middle of the infield, but when he suffered through a brutal April, he ended up benefitting from 

two longtime teammates who played most of last year elsewhere.  

In the midst of a slump that had him batting below .200 at the end of April, Crawford was told 

by Pablo Sandoval and Gregor Blanco that they remembered him holding his hands higher in 

previous seasons. They were right.  

“I had looked at a ton of video before that,” he said. “(It’s) just kind of getting my hands up and 

into the right slot by the time I start my swing. It’s not a huge adjustment. I’m talking like a 

couple of inches higher, so it was kind of hard to see on video.” 

A couple of inches have made a world of difference for a player who now looks like he could be 

headed back to the All-Star Game. Crawford is once again keeping his front shoulder in and 

squaring up pitches. He had three hits in a 9-4 win over the Rockies on Saturday and he has an 

MLB-high 31 in May. He’s batting .449 this month, raising that average from .189 to .302. There 

isn’t a full-time NL shortstop within 30 points of that batting average, and Crawford’s defense 

has long made him one of the standards at the position in the National League.  

The recognition may come later. For now, the Giants are just happy to have another force in a 

lineup that beat down Jon Gray on Saturday and on many days can look like one of the deepest 

in the league. It helps when Crawford, who generally hits a bit lower in the lineup, is going like 

this. He had a two-run double early and then a two-run homer as the Giants pulled away. The 

multi-hit game was his ninth of the month.  

“April was obviously a tough month,” Crawford said. “Hitting .189 for an entire month is tough, 
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but I didn’t really waver in my confidence a whole lot. I figured I would be able to bounce back 

and still have a good season. I’ve done it before. I’ve been through it before.” 

His manager repeated that mantra early and often as reporters asked about Crawford and 

other struggling Giants in April.  

“It’s just a case of a good hitter that’s got his stroke and he’s got his timing,” Bochy said. “Like a 

few guys, he got off to a slow start, but we said they’ll get their numbers back to where they 

normally are. Now, they’ve exceeded that.” 

Crawford has never hit .300 for a full season. He has never even hit over .275, but this run 

flirting with .500 for a few weeks has helped keep the Giants afloat. They had 17 hits on 

Saturday while getting production up and down the line, and that’s when they’re at their best.  

“Overall, we’re going to have a really good-hitting team,” said Brandon Belt, who also has All-

Star numbers. “We’re going to run into some guys that can shut us down, but that’s the case for 

anybody. But I think overall, on a day to day basis, you’ll see a pretty good-hitting team.” 

On Saturday, that depth turned a tight early contest into a boat race. The only drama in the late 

innings was whether Crawford would became the first Giant since 1991 to hit for the cycle at 

home. He was a triple shy when he walked up in the eighth. He struck out. Did Crawford know 

what was at stake? 

“Yeah,” he said. “Probably a little too much. I kind of got out of my approach. It happens.” 

 

 

NBCbayareasportsd.com 

Crawford leads the way as Giants snap losing streak with win vs Rockies 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — This was more of what we’ve come to expect from a game with the Rockies. 

After back-to-back games in which they struggled to get going offensively, the Giants 

hammered Jon Gray, knocking the hard-throwing right-hander out early and sailing to a 9-4 win 

on a sunny Saturday at AT&T Park.  

Brandon Crawford led the onslaught, driving in four runs and continuing the ridiculous pace he 

has set at the plate this month. The Giants had 17 hits, with every starter notching at least one. 

Here's what else you need to know...  

—- Crawford scorched a two-run double in his second at-bat to drive in a pair of runs and then 

blasted a two-run homer in the sixth. He has 31 hits in May, the most in the majors.  
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—- Ever wonder what a hit probability of one percent looks like? Crawford’s pop-up to shallow 

left in the second inning had those odds, but it dropped between two outfielders and shortstop 

Trevor Story. That helped the Giants score their first run. Later, Andrew McCutchen hit a pop-

up that had a probability of two percent. That also dropped. They apparently don’t have the 

sun in Denver.  

—- Chris Stratton continued to struggle a bit. He gave up eight hits and walked two in five 

innings, allowing four runs — three of them earned. He struck out one and had just four 

swinging strikes on his 80 pitches. 

—- It’s been a while since we’ve mentioned the attendance in this space, so: 39,195 were at the 

game Saturday. That’s a big crowds by most standards. But it’s still a surprise when the Giants 

don’t sell out a weekend day game on a beautiful day in the city.  

--- Andrew McCutchen was pulled late on a double-switch. That's a bit unusual, especially since 

it led to Brandon Belt playing left field. Check back for an update.  

 

 

NBCbayareasports.com 

Relief pitcher Pablo Sandoval could also see playing time at second base 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — Internally, the Giants have always compared Miguel Gomez to Pablo 

Sandoval. Gomez is a switch-hitter with an aggressive approach and talent for barreling up any 

kind of pitch.  

But on Saturday morning, the comparison between the two was a much different one. Gomez 

will start at second base against Jon Gray and hit seventh, but Sandoval nearly made his first 

appearance there. Sandoval has taken grounders at second base this week and the staff 

discussed starting him Saturday. He very nearly was the choice.  

Yes, the emergency catcher and emergency pitcher is now also the emergency second 

baseman. 

Sandoval did about 20 minutes of work with coaches Ron Wotus and Jose Alquacil on Saturday 

and looked smooth while turning two. The issue, Wotus said, is all the things that can happen 

during a game. He spent some time showing Sandoval the proper spots on cutoff throws and 

relay plays, and that would be what holds him back for now. But Sandoval is athletic enough to 

handle the rest of the position, especially in an age where the Giants shift heavily and count on 

Brandon Crawford to cover extra ground.  

If Sandoval is to play second, it likely will need to be in the next two weeks. Joe Panik is well 

ahead of schedule and should return to the team by the first week of June. Alen Hanson could 

be back in about 10 days.  
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But for now, the Giants are down to Kelby Tomlinson — who is 6 for his last 31 — and Gomez, 

who is a talented hitter but is considered a liability with the glove. Enter Sandoval, who has a 

.757 OPS in backup duty.  

Second base would be a new one for him, but hey, he already pitched this year and that went 

pretty well…  

 

 

The Athletic 

On Brandon Belt’s ascent, a blooming May for Brandon Crawford and how the Giants became 

the NL West’s top offense 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

Brandon Belt changed his walkup music this season. 

He steps to the plate to Weezer’s “Say It Ain’t So,” a catchy alternative rock hit released when 

(weeping as I look it up) he was a first grader. 

“I just really, really like ’90s rock,” said Belt, who lists Nirvana and Stone Temple Pilots as two of 

his favorites. “I don’t know what it is.” 

This season, Belt resolved to be himself. He isn’t ashamed to celebrate what he likes, right 

down to his Spotify mix. He isn’t deterred when a strike call goes against him. He isn’t dismayed 

by a three-strikeout game. He hasn’t let a bad result alter his trajectory or upset his mood. 

“I’ve definitely been more level this year,” Belt said. “In the past, I’d try to make an adjustment 

or two and it would make it worse. Now I’m sticking with what I know works. 

“I have a lot of confidence right now and a mediocre stretch here or there is not going to take 

that away from me.” 

A check of the numbers shows this: At this moment, Belt is the most valuable active offensive 

player in the National League West. 

Say it ain’t so? 

He leads all active NL West hitters in WAR, OPS and wRC+. He ranks second among all NL hitters 

with 12.9 percent barreled contact, behind only the Brewers’ Eric Thames. Belt’s strikeout rate 

has held steady while his slugging percentage has gone up. He already owns a pair of four-game 

streaks with a home run and he is on pace to hit 34 this season, which would make him the first 

Giant to cross the 30-mark since Barry Bonds in 2004 and the first Giants first baseman since 

Will Clark in 1987. 

“He’s really been a force,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. “I think this guy is primed to have 

a really, really nice year. And he’s doing that.” 
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Said Belt: “This is what I felt like I could always do. This is what I thought I was going to be able 

to do before the season started. There’s a lot of experience meeting up with the physical part 

this year, and I just feel like I can keep going.” 

Now that Arizona’s A.J. Pollock is out for four to eight weeks with a fractured thumb, the 

Rockies’ Nolan Arenado is the only other NL West player who even comes close to rivaling Belt’s 

offensive contributions this season. Pollock and Belt rank 1-2 in the league in WAR. Arenado is 

ninth. 

Yet Belt wasn’t the hitting star in the Giants’ 9-4 victory over the Colorado Rockies in Saturday. 

That would be his locker buddy, Brandon Crawford, who entered May with a .189 average and 

might stride into June with NL Player of the Month honors. He went 3 for 5 with a two-run 

double that put the Giants ahead in the third inning, followed by a two-run homer into the 

arcade in the sixth. 

He had one shot at becoming the first Giant to hit for the cycle at home since Robby Thompson 

in 1991. He struck out in the eighth. 

Was he thinking triple? 

“Yeah, probably too much,” Crawford said. “I probably got out of my approach.” 

It was an understandable lapse. A rare one, too. Crawford credited hitting coaches Alonzo 

Powell and Rick Schu with encouraging him to adjust his load and get his bat started a bit 

quicker. While he was working to incorporate those changes, he heard from two teammates — 

Pablo Sandoval and Gregor Blanco — who told him that they remembered his hands being a bit 

higher. 

He put the two suggestions together April 27 and hit a home run in his first at-bat, off the 

Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu. 

“It was, ‘That was easy, that’s all I had to do,’” Crawford said. “Well, no, there’s more to it. But 

then we went on the road trip, and whether I was hitting it soft or hard, I was finding holes.” 

Crawford had eye strain from watching so much video in April, and the hand position was such 

a small adjustment — a few inches, really — that he hadn’t noticed it. Such is the value of 

continuity, and having teammates who have played with you for years and know your swing 

better at times than you know it for yourself. 

“My front shoulder was dropping and that’s really not a good thing,” Crawford said. “This keeps 

my shoulders level and helps me stay in the zone longer.” 

And the confidence that comes with getting results? 

“That helps also,” he said. “That’s a big thing.” 

Now the Giants have a trio of .300 hitters in Crawford (.302), Belt (.308) and Buster Posey 

(.307). They have a star player in Andrew McCutchen whose .248 average belies the amount of 

hard contact he’s making. It was McCutchen whose single started the rally in the second inning, 

and whose two-run double in the fifth provided breathing room, and whose second double of 
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the afternoon — a blooper that fell between three defenders — was owed to him after 

spending four dozen games making hard outs. 

“As tough a luck as any hitter I’ve seen as far as the hard contact,” Bochy said. “It’s got to be 

frustrating for him.” 

It’s a matter of time before McCutchen has a month like Crawford is having in May. Joey Votto 

is the only NL player chasing fewer pitches out of the strike zone than McCutchen (17.9 

percent). His average exit velocity of 93 mph ranks fifth in the NL. A good approach married to 

hard contact? That doesn’t stay unrewarded for long. 

And the longer this group stays together, the easier it’ll be for newcomers like McCutchen and 

Evan Longoria to feel fully integrated — and have teammates that begin to know them as well 

as they know themselves. It takes time for a team with several assembled parts to become form 

fitting. 

Right now, the Giants are seeing what happens when one everyday player throws enough 

sparks to carry a lineup. It must be encouraging to think that they have the potential to receive 

this kind of streak from McCutchen, Longoria, Mac Williamson and others. 

They had enough firepower to batter the Rockies’ ace, Jonathan Gray, and they know this next 

trip is going to be a challenge: Gerrit Cole and Justin Verlander in Houston, followed by more 

accomplished pitching at Wrigley Field before ending up at Coors Field against a division rival 

that appears to have assembled its best pitching staff in its quarter-century of existence. 

“I’ve felt this. I’ve said this,” Bochy said. “This offense is going to be better this year. I still don’t 

think we’ve hit our stride. Moving forward, it’s going to be important we be consistent and put 

runs on the board.” 

It hasn’t shown up every day. It called in sick the first two games of the season. For four days in 

Philadelphia, it wandered off the base and failed to make contact. It will go through more 

pockets of frustrating times or be neutralized by a hot pitcher. 

But right now, the Giants rank first among NL West clubs in OPS and home runs while narrowly 

trailing the Dodgers in runs per game. 

They are a little more than two weeks away from getting another power hitter back in the 

lineup, too. 

Madison Bumgarner threw a 40-pitch mound session, he’s all set to throw live batting practice 

in Houston on Tuesday, and he’s on schedule for a minor league rehab start May 26 at 

Sacramento. The Giants are saying he’ll need three or four outings. Don’t be surprised if it’s 

two. 

“I mean, obviously, I’m trying to get it going as fast as I can,” said Bumgarner, whose fractured 

hand still has a bit of swelling but hasn’t caused him any discomfort while throwing or hitting. 

“It’s a different approach than spring training. I’d start out with more feel and then start 

pushing up the effort. We’re trying to combine the two. … You’re not just going to come out of 



19 

 

the gate at the same arm speed. It’s 12 weeks of throwing. We’re trying to get it done in half of 

that.” 

Combine a Bumgarner start every fifth day with the prospect of a healthier offense, and you 

begin to think the Giants really could emerge from this wreck of a division. 

Because right now, the Giants feature the top offense in the NL West. 

Say it ain’t so? The numbers say otherwise. 

 

 


