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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants give up 6 homers, get crushed by White Sox 

John Shea 

 

CHICAGO - The perfect scenario was for Jeff Samardzija to resume his dominance on the mound 

and enjoy his homecoming on Chicago’s south side. 

That lasted all of two batters. 

Jose Abreu homered two outs into the first inning, and it proved to be a preview of chaos to 

come for the neck-turning Giants, who turned and watched a whopping six home runs leave the 

yard in a 13-1 beatdown by the White Sox. 

Samardzija gave up four, matching a career high, and Josh Osich gave up the other two. It tied 

the team record for most homers surrendered in a game, the data dating to 1913. 

In 2015, Samardzija pitched for the White Sox and gave up 29 home runs, which led the 

American League. He was back in the ballpark for the first time as a Giant, and he was haunted 

by the long ball again. 
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Tim Anderson homered in the second, Yolmer Sanchez homered in the fourth and Avisail Garcia 

homered in the fifth. Samardzia got the hook in the sixth inning, and Osich gave up homers to 

Yoan Moncada and Nicky Delmonico in the seventh. 

Let the record show the Giants hit a home run. It was Nick Hundley’s and came when the Giants 

were down 6-0. The Giants’ only other hits were Buster Posey’s infield single in the first and 

Orlando Calixte’s bloop single in teh ninth. 

The White Sox pounded out 10 extra-base hits, and Abreu completed a cycle with an eighth-

inning triple. 

The Giants did close to nothing against 35-year-old James Shields, a guy they beat twice in the 

2014 World Series and has given up more homers than any pitcher since 2015. 

But it was Samardzija who gave it up over and over Saturday night. He grew up a half-hour from 

the former Comiskey Park in Northwest Indiana and spent part of Thursday’s off day in his 

hometown of Valparaiso, Ind., for the groundbreaking of a field named after him. 

He also played for the Cubs and the Notre Dame football team and had planned to leave 

between 30 and 40 tickets for family and friends. 

Entering Saturday, Samardzija was doing some of his best pitching as a Giant. He was named 

last week’s top NL pitcher after yielding one earned run in 16 innings while striking out 14 and 

walking two. He has 2.60 ERA in his last eight starts, six of which were Giants wins. 

The previous time the Giants gave up six homers, it was in 2010 in Arizona, and the victims 

were Todd Wellemeyer, Denny Bautista and Brandon Medders. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 

Vince Coleman: Buster Posey should’ve been credited with steal of home 

John Shea 

 

CHICAGO — When Buster Posey appeared to have stolen home Friday night, perhaps nobody in 

a Giants uniform was happier than Vince Coleman. 

“I was going to be Coach of the Year,” Coleman quipped. 

Coleman, who ranks sixth all-time in stolen bases with 752 and reached 100 his first three 

seasons, is the Giants’ minor-league roving baserunning instructor and is spending the season’s 

final month with the big-league team. 

Everyone in the Giants’ dugout assumed Posey had stolen home when he scored, but the 

official scorer ruled it a fielder’s choice. 

With runners on first and third, Brandon Crawford broke from first on a 3-2 pitch to Hunter 

Pence, and catcher Kevan Smith threw to second. As it turned out, the pitch was ball four to 

Pence, so there was no play at second. Posey broke home on the throw. 

“I think it’s very unfair. He should be credited with a stolen base,” Coleman said. “As soon as 

the catcher cocked, (Posey) took off. As a base stealer, I can give you scenarios.” 

Coleman told the story of the game in which he and Cardinals teammate Willie McGee were 

credited with four steals on the same play. Coleman overslid third and immediately broke for 

the plate, got in a rundown and scored. 

He was credited with a steal of third and (because he never wavered around third) home. 

According to Baseball-reference.com, Coleman stole home four times. 

“Buster played it perfect, just how you teach it,” Coleman said. “The scouting report was, ‘Well, 

Buster’s not going. If he’s on third base, we’re throwing through’ to second. Buster has good 

instincts. He’s an athlete. It’s not about being fast. It’s about being alert, aggressive, smart, 

focused and able to anticipate.” 
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The Giants were waiting to hear back from the Elias Sports Bureau on whether the call can be 

changed. 

“The catcher makes the throw, the runner advances, stolen base,” Coleman said. “Hey, it’s 

something Buster could tell his grandkids about. When he’s up there giving his Hall of Fame 

speech, he could say he stole home and I was there coaching him.” 

John Shea is The San Francisco Chronicle’s national baseball writer. 

On deck 

Sunday 

at White Sox 

11:10 a.m. NBCSBA 

Bumgarner (3-7) 

vs. Holmberg (2-4) 

Monday 

vs. Dodgers 

7:15 p.m. NBCSBA 

Maeda (12-6) vs. 

Stratton (2-3) 

Tuesday 

vs. Dodgers 

7:15 p.m. NBCSBA 

TBA vs. 

Cueto (7-7) 
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Leading off 

Back in the squat: Buster Posey, the designated hitter in the first two games of the weekend 

interleague series, is expected to catch Sunday for the first time since taking a foul tip off his 

right hand Tuesday. 

 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants blasted for franchise record six home runs in loss to White Sox 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

CHICAGO – This deep into a lost season, everything aches. Shoulders throb, knees creak, lower 

backs stiffen up. 

Then there are nights like Saturday’s 13-1 loss to the White Sox, when just getting through a 

ballgame is an absolute pain in the neck. 

Giants pitchers whipped around to watch six home runs fly into the stands, matching the all-

time franchise record. That total doesn’t count the Little League homer that the White Sox 

achieved on a triple and a throwing error. 

And it doesn’t count the single, double and triple that Jose Abreu added while joining the 

Rockies’ Nolan Arenado as the second Giants opponent to hit for the cycle this season. 

For complete Giants coverage follow us on Flipboard. 

Jeff Samardzija matched his career high by giving up four home runs in a ruined homecoming 

and the Giants barely threatened against a pitcher past his expiration, James Shields, while 

taking yet another non-competitive drubbing on the road. 

The Giants (56-88) dipped percentage points below the White Sox (55-86) for the second worst 

record in the major leagues, better than only the Philadelphia Phillies. It’ll be up to Madison 

Bumgarner to try to pitch the Giants to a road series win on Sunday; their road series record 

this season is 3-17-3. 

Samardzija allowed a solo homer to Abreu in the first inning, a solo homer to Tim Anderson in 

the second, a three-run shot to leadoff batter Yolmer Sanchez in the fourth and one last 

longball to Avisail Garcia with the bases empty in the fifth. 

The four home runs matched Samardzija’s career high. It wasn’t the kind of display he wanted 

to put on for a sizable crowd of family and friends, who made the short drive from his 
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hometown in Northwest Indiana. 

It was the first time Samardzija had pitched on the South Side since he spent a disappointing 

2015 season here while leading the American League in hits and runs allowed. 

He came into his start Saturday with much more momentum, including an NL Player of the 

Week honor for pitching the Giants to a pair of victories – a run that included a three-hit 

shutout at San Diego on Aug. 28. 

He faced a White Sox lineup depleted by a series of trades that restocked their farm system. 

Abreu was the only player in their lineup who had hit more than 15 home runs this season. 

But Samardzija filled up the strike zone with too many mistakes in the nitro zone. The pitch to 

Sanchez was a curveball that hovered over the plate and gave thei White Sox a 5-0 lead. 

Sanchez made a less conventional and much more rapid circumnavigation of the bases in the 

seventh inning, when he greeted left-hander Josh Osich with a triple down the right field line. 

Joe Panik received the relay throw from Hunter Pence and fired to third. The throw bounced 

past Pablo Sandoval and went out of play as umpires directed Sanchez to trot home. 

Osich faced three more batters and yielded home runs to two of them. Yoan Moncada took him 

deep, and after Abreu singled, Nicky Delmonico put one in the seats. 

Abreu achieved the last component for his cycle when he split the ample gap in right-center 

and lumbered around for a triple amid a three-run eighth inning. 

Reading this on your phone? Stay up to date with our free mobile app. Get it from theApple 

app store or the Google Play store. 

The Giants offense was a quiet counterpoint against Shields, and it wasn’t like Bruce Bochy was 

putting out a lineup full of rookies who had never seen the struggling veteran before. The 

Giants started nearly all their veterans. They had just one single before Nick Hundley hit a solo 

homer in the seventh. 

The Giants were out-hit 18-3. 

Their pitching staff allowed six home runs for the fifth time in the club’s 60-year era in San 

Francisco, and the first time since a game against the Diamondbacks in May of 2010. They went 

on to win a franchise-altering World Series championship that season, and the pitchers who 

yielded those six homers – Todd Wellemeyer, Denny Bautista and Brandon Medders – received 

rings for their trouble. 

There will be no such solace for the Giants this time. 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Giants Notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

CHICAGO – With six starting pitchers, plus the schedule oddity of five breaks in the final 25 days 

of the season, the Giants knew they would issue a couple of furloughs in their September 

rotation. 

Matt Moore got the first break. Ty Blach is getting the next one. 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy said that Blach’s next turn would be skipped so that the remaining 

pitchers wouldn’t have too many days between starts. Blach is 0-5 with a 7.90 ERA over his last 

five starts, taking some of the shine off a season in which he competed well despite ranking last 

in the NL in strikeout rate and swinging strike rate. 

Opponents have hit seven home runs in his last five starts; they hit just 10 over his first 19 

starts. 

Blach, whose otherwise strong start last Tuesday at Coors Field came apart suddenly in the sixth 

inning, has denied feeling tired as he comes to the end of his first full season. Bochy, citing 

Blach’s conditioning and athleticism, also said that he didn’t consider fatigue a factor. 

But Bochy said he wouldn’t skip Madison Bumgarner or Johnny Cueto because of all the time 

they had missed this season, Jeff Samardzija continues to pitch well and the organization wants 

to see more from Chris Stratton. 

“We’d like to keep Stratton going,” Bochy said. 

And, of course, there is Matt Cain, who missed this trip while attending to a family matter but 

will rejoin the club on Monday and is likely to get a farewell start in the final series of the 

season. 

It’s not hard to understand which way management might be leaning for next year’s rotation. 

They won’t have much room under the competitive balance tax threshold, they’ll have several 

glaring needs to address and any rotation insurance they sign is likely to be minor. 

They would like Stratton to continue establishing himself, which would give them the option to 

use Blach in relief and help a unit that has struggled from the left side. 

The best case to move Blach to the bullpen: opponents have benefited greatly from seeing him 

multiple times in a game. They are batting .215/.268/.333 the first time through the lineup, 

.337/.371/.520 the second time through and .310/.337/.509 upon a third viewing. As a reliever 
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in April, he held opponents to a .167 average. 

— 

Stratton, Cueto and Moore are scheduled to pitch against the Dodgers in the home series that 

begins on Monday. The Dodgers have juggled their rotation and preemptively scratched Hyun-

jin Ryu. Kenta Maeda will start Monday and the Dodgers have not listed the rest of their 

rotation for the series; Clayton Kershaw originally was scheduled to pitch Wednesday. 

— 

Outfielder Jarrett Parker took batting practice on the field to test his sore oblique and remained 

iffy to return to the lineup on Sunday. 

— 

The Giants will try to clinch a rare road series win behind Jeff Samardzija, who grew up in 

nearby Merrillville, Indiana, as a White Sox fan. He has a 0.84 ERA in 32 1/3 career innings 

against them, all while wearing a Cubs uniform. Of course, he also wore a White Sox uniform in 

2015, when he led the AL in hits and runs allowed. 

The Giants have won just three road series all season. The series record: 3-17-3. 

Buster Posey is at DH for the second consecutive game, but will be back to catch Bumgarner on 

Sunday. He hasn’t caught since he took a foul tip off his right hand in the eighth inning Tuesday 

at Coors Field. 

The rest of Saturday’s lineup? Well, it’s not much of a youth movement: 

 

 

MLB.com 

Samardzija struggles, Giants bashed in Chicago 

Scott Merkin and Fabian Ardaya 

 

CHICAGO -- There were a few moments earlier this week where it looked uncertain 

whether James Shields would pitch again this season, let alone make his next start Saturday 

night against the Giants at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

A line drive off of your right knee, as Shields sustained Monday against the Indians, tends to 

make matters uncertain. 
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Full Game Coverage 

But not only was Shields on the mound for a 13-1 White Sox victory Saturday night, but he 

threw one of his best games since joining the team -- and his teammates backed him with six 

homers. Shields yielded two hits over seven innings and until a one-out Nick Hundley homer in 

the seventh, the only Giants' hit was a Buster Poseyinfield single in the first on a play 

where Yoan Moncada double-clutched after fielding the ball up the middle. 

"My fastball location was pretty much on point," Shields said. "I got behind the count on a few 

hitters, but overall didn't really leave anything over the plate besides the home run. I got a ton 

of ground balls today. That's what I wanted to do." 

"Their guy was on," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "Shields was hitting his spots. He 

tweaked his delivery. He's a little bit lower now, and getting some sink. We didn't hit any balls 

hard. I think the three hits, we had an infield hit, a bloop and Hundley hit his home run. We 

didn't even threaten. We were just flat tonight." 

Shields struck out five and walked two while throwing 106 pitches, with the Giants moving back 

in front of the White Sox for the No. 2 spot in the 2018 MLB Draft. 

Jose Abreu hit for his first career cycle, getting there with a two-run triple to right-center off 

Roberto Gomez in the eighth inning. It was the seventh cycle in the Majors this season, and 

Abreu became the sixth player in White Sox history to achieve the feat. Jose Valentin was the 

last White Sox player to do so on April 27, 2000, vs. Baltimore. 

"I hit the ball to the alley and I was just just thinking of the triple," said Abreu, who fouled a ball 

off his shin just before the triple. "[White Sox manager Rick Renteria] believed in me when I hit 

the foul ball [off my shin]. He said, 'Hey, are you OK?' I said, 'Yes.' He believed in me in that 

moment and allowed me to get my at-bat and I was able to get that triple. 

"To have the opportunity to hit for the cycle here, in Chicago, for this organization, is something 

wonderful." 

• Abreu goes for the cycle 

Tim Anderson also went deep, finishing a double short of his own cycle, while Yolmer 

Sanchez finished a double short as well. Adam Engel, Rob Brantly and Omar Narvaez were the 

only three White Sox starters who didn't go deep. The six home runs matched the single-game 
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franchise record, the 13th time the White Sox have hit that total. 

Giants right-hander Jeff Samardzija, who grew up a White Sox fan and pitched for the club in 

2015, got shelled in his first start back at Guaranteed Rate Field in front of a group of friends 

and family. He allowed four homers, matching a career high, and six runs over 5 2/3 innings. 

The Giants staff matched a franchise record in allowing six homers for the fifth time ever, and 

the first time since May 19, 2010. 

"Any time you give up four jimmy jacks, that's the difference in the game," Samardzija said. 

"They put the ball in the air, took advantage of a couple mistakes. Abreu's stayed out over the 

plate when we were going in. Sanchez's was up a little bit. They took advantage of it." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Yolmer homer: The White Sox third baseman isn't exactly known for his power, but a three-run 

shot in the fourth inning off Samardzija increased his single-season career-high to 11. It was 

also Sanchez's sixth homer in his last 15 home games and has recorded a RBI in nine of his last 

15 games overall. 

"He flew out on a sinker away the first at-bat, then flew out on a cutter in," Samardzija said. "If 

it had been where we wanted it to be down in the zone, he would have rolled over to second. 

But it stayed up, and he put a good swing on it." 

Moncada mashes: White Sox manager Rick Renteria has said that the switch-hitting Moncada, 

who entered the season as MLB Pipeline's top prospect, has more power from the right side 

than from the left. It finally showed Saturday, as he knocked his first career homer from the 

right side of the plate in the seventh inning off Josh Osich. Moncada's fourth homer of the 

season traveled 396 feet with an exit velocity of 103.4 mph, according to Statcast™. 

"You have to keep to your approach, your motivation, your routine and I have to work hard 

every day," Moncada said through interpreter Billy Russo. "I have to be relentless in my work 

and in my approach, my preparation. That's the only way I can do better and get the results 

that I want." 

QUOTABLE 

"There's no evolving. He's always been an amazing hitter. I got to see it firsthand. Dude was the 

first guy in the cage every day, first guy at the park. He takes it personally, loves to play the 

game. I respect Abreu up there amongst some other guys in this league. He works really hard, 

keeps his head down and plays hard. Great hands. He's a heck of a hitter. You have to tip your 
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cap to him. Can't make that mistake on the plate."-- Samardzija, on Abreu 

ALMOST ANOTHER CYCLE 

Abreu nearly had company from a pair of teammates in accomplishing the cycle on Saturday 

evening. Two teammates -- Sanchez and Anderson -- each finished a double shy of the cycle, 

though only Anderson had an actual plate appearance with a chance to accomplish it. Anderson 

struck out in the eighth inning, four batters after Abreu's cycle-clinching triple, to end his hopes. 

"I am a person who is always cheering for others, for my teammates," Abreu said through 

interpreter Billy Russo. "In that moment, I was cheering for him to get a double. He couldn't do 

it, but I am glad he had the night that he had. It was a very good night for him. The most 

important thing is we won. That's what matters." 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Madison Bumgarner (3-7, 3.15) starts for the first time ever against the White Sox in 

the 11:10 a.m. PT series finale. He's had problems with the long ball lately, allowing five in his 

last three starts and three on Sept. 3 against St. Louis. 

White Sox: Carson Fulmer (1-1, 10.50) makes his second career start in the series finale with 

the Giants scheduled for a 1:10 p.m. CT first pitch. The White Sox No. 10 prospect, per MLB 

Pipeline, recorded his first career win on Sept. 2 against the Rays, allowing one run on one hit 

over two innings in relief. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Giants shift Blach to bullpen 

Fabian Ardaya 

 

CHICAGO -- The San Francisco Giants, seeking to keep each of their starters on turn, will move 

left-hander Ty Blach to the bullpen and return to a five-man rotation, manager Bruce Bochy 

said Saturday. 

With the club coming off an off-day on Thursday and three off-days coming in the next couple 

weeks, Bochy stressed his desire to keep his current staff on turn. That holds especially true 

with Madison Bumgarner and Johnny Cueto, each of whom has missed time with injuries this 

season. 

Full Game Coverage 

Matt Moore, Chris Stratton and Jeff Samardzija -- who started Saturday against the White Sox -

- should also stay on turn while Blach is in the bullpen. Bochy said Samardzija told him he was 
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flexible with his role, but Bochy wanted to keep the hot arm going. 

The Giants made a similar move with Moore earlier this month, with the left-hander tossing 

two scoreless innings of relief against the Cardinals on Sept. 3. 

"[Blach] can help out there, similar to how we did with Moore, so we could give him a little 

break," Bochy said. "We can keep this rotation on closer to a normal routine versus eight or 

nine days in between starts. Ty's the one that comes out this time." 

Blach has moved between the rotation and the bullpen this season, going 8-12 with a 4.81 ERA 

in 31 appearances (24 starts). He allowed five runs in 5 1/3 innings against Colorado in his last 

start, and has a 4.76 ERA as a reliever this year. 

Posey back behind the plate Sunday 

The Giants should have former National League MVP Buster Posey back behind the dish in 

Sunday's series finale against the White Sox, Bochy said. 

Posey, who left the eighth inning of Tuesday's game against Colorado with a bruised right ring 

finger when he was nailed by a foul tip, sat out Wednesday and served as a designated hitter on 

Friday and Saturday. 

"He's going to catch tomorrow," Bochy said. "I thought he swung the bat free and easy 

yesterday, so he's good. He could catch today, but it's our last chance to give him a little break. 

That's why he's DHing the first two." 

Posey's injury came at a time when the Giants were best-prepared to compensate, with the 

final road interleague trip of the season in Chicago. That opened Bochy up to use the star 

catcher, who leads the team with a .317 batting average and has an .868 OPS, as a designated 

hitter. 

"It worked out well, I must say, playing in an American League city, where we can give him a 

break especially after taking that ball off the finger," Bochy said. "It really worked out great, and 

really this month is our easiest month with the days off. It allows you to run guys out there 

more if you want, or give them a two- or three-day break." 

Playing in Chicago will also allow the Giants to potentially reintroduce Jarrett Parker, out since 
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Sept. 1 with a mild left oblique strain, as a designated hitter on Sunday. Bochy said Parker felt 

some stiffness on Friday and will have to come out of batting practice and workouts well on 

Saturday to play, but remained hopeful he will start Sunday. 

Worth noting 

Bochy said he expects right-hander Matt Cain to rejoin the club when they return home for 

Monday's series opener against the Dodgers. Cain has been away from the team due to a family 

issue. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Bumgarner opposes Fulmer in 1
st

 state vs. CWS 

Fabian Ardaya 

 

Madison Bumgarner has dominated several opponents during his Major League career, but 

there is one he has yet to conquer -- or even face. 

The Giants southpaw will pitch against the White Sox for the first time in Sunday's series finale 

Guaranteed Rate Field between last-place clubs currently fighting over the second and third 

picks in next year's Draft. 

Full Game Coverage 

Bumgarner (3-7, 3.15 ERA) enters with a career 3.42 ERA in 22 Interleague starts. He's gone six 

innings or more in seven straight starts, but has run into trouble with the long ball in allowing 

five homers over his last three outings. He allowed three homers in his last start, giving up five 

runs in six innings in a loss to the Cardinals on Sept. 3. 

Bumgarner has actually been better away from pitcher-friendly AT&T Park this season, posting 

a 2.81 ERA in seven road starts. 

The White Sox will start Carson Fulmer, who is making just his second Major League start. The 

former first-round pick lasted just 1 1/3 innings in his previous start, allowing six runs and a pair 

of homers before being pulled. He tossed the longest scoreless outing of his career in 2 2/3 

innings of relief his last time out. 

Three things to know about the game 
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• The Giants will have Buster Posey back behind the plate on Sunday, Giants manager Bruce 

Bochy said. Posey missed Wednesday's game against Colorado and served as a designated 

hitter for the club's first two games in Chicago as he deals with a bruised right ring finger. 

• San Francisco could have Jarrett Parker serve as a designated hitter Sunday, Bochy said, his 

first appearance since Sept. 1 as he deals with a mild left oblique strain. 

"He was a little stiff [Friday]," Bochy said. "We'll wait until after he goes through all his baseball 

activities [Saturday] and see where he is. That was the hope, that he could start [Sunday]." 

• The White Sox hit lefties well. The South Siders entered Saturday hitting .275 against 

southpaws, the fifth-best mark in baseball and third-best in the American League. All-Star right 

fielder Avisail Garcia leads the Majors in batting average against lefties this season, hitting .432. 

No White Sox player since at least 1974 has led the Majors in batting average against lefties for 

a whole season. 

 

 

 

 

ESPN.com 

MLB stock watch: Who is ready for a run? Which teams are stumbling? 

Bradford Doolittle 

 

Ah, September. All of the roster tweaks, on-field initiatives and crucial big-picture discussions in 

baseball since Game 7 of last year's epic World Series have put us in position for this. It's the 

race to the wire with much left to be decided. And when we get there, we hit reset and get 

ready to do it all over again, October-style. 

How we rated 'em 

A glossary of terms to better understand the shifts in projections for every club: 

• Power rating: Schedule and run-differential adjusted win-loss record prorated for 162 games 
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• Monthly change: Change in power rating since the end of June; teams are listed in order by 

this change 

• Current playoff probability: Percentage chance a team makes the postseason, based on 10,000 

simulations of the remaining schedule and each team's power rating 

• Probability entering month: Playoff probability at the beginning of the most recently 

completed month 

• Current temperature: Based on Bill James' formula for determining how "hot" or "cold" a team 

is at any given point in the schedule; 72° is average 

• Temperature entering month: Temperature at the beginning of the most recently completed 

month 

• Roster rating: Calculates the win value of the team's current roster, and is listed along with 

MLB rank by that metric 

As usual, teams in our monthly check-in have been ranked according to the change in their 

power rating since the last check-in. This time, we grouped them according to how teams are 

positioned in the postseason chase. Here are the definitions of those groups: 

Ready for a run: Teams that currently have an 80 percent or better chance at the playoffs, 

according to simulations. There are eight teams that meet this definition. Thus, these are 

almost certainly the clubs who will take eight of the 10 playoff slots. 

Still battling: Teams with a playoff probability between 10 and 80 percent. There are seven of 

them, and they are the ones scrambling for those last two spots. 

Mathematically alive: Teams with a playoff probably greater than zero but less than 10 percent. 
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There are five teams in this group. For each you can say that, sure, anything is possible, but 

most likely, it's not going to happen. 

Looking ahead: This group is comprised of the 10 teams that missed the playoffs in all 10,000 of 

the simulations. Better luck next year. 

Ready for a run 

Cleveland Indians 

Power rating: 103.7 (1) | Monthly change: 8.8 

Current playoff probability: 100.0% | Probability entering August: 95.7% 

Current temperature: 127.9° | Temperature entering August:79.7° 

Roster rating: 101.6 | Roster rank: 3 

The Indians have seized the top spot in my power ratings and seem to gather momentum with 

each passing game. Baseball's top pitching staff has been dominant in just about every facet of 

the game, even with Andrew Miller battling knee trouble. 

Chicago Cubs 

Power rating: 92.5 (7) | Monthly change: 7.3 

Current playoff probability: 86.3% | Probability entering August: 88.1% 

Current temperature: 79.6° | Temperature entering August:96.6° 
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Roster rating: 96.4 | Roster rank: 4 

The defending champs enjoyed their best month of the season, and their underlying metrics 

look strong, especially with the Dodgers moving toward the NL pack. Still, Chicago hasn't yet 

put a headlock on its division, and one disastrous week could leave the Cubs in third place. 

 Boston Red Sox 

Power rating: 89.6 (8) | Monthly change: 1.8 

Current playoff probability: 98.7% | Probability entering August:85.6% 

Current temperature: 70.8° | Temperature entering August:74.6° 

Roster rating: 95.3 | Roster rank: 6 

The Red Sox's lead over the Yankees is tenuous, even more so than a 3.5-game advantage 

suggests. The Yankees' roster value is virtually the same as Boston's, and the Yankees have an 

easier remaining schedule based on the power ratings here. Still, in the average simulation, 

Boston wins the AL East by a couple of games. 

Arizona Diamondbacks 

Power rating: 95.3 (6) | Monthly change: -2.4 

Current playoff probability: 100.0% | Probability entering August: 90.6% 

Current temperature: 120.9° | Temperature entering August:68.6° 
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Roster rating: 84.0 | Roster rank: 9 

The most amazing thing about Arizona's current win streak, which is nearing historical 

proportions in terms of run differential, is that the team had been cold for some time before it 

started. Arizona has been as high as 22 games over .500 but fell to just 10 games over after 

being swept at Minnesota in August. The D-backs have lost just once since then. 

New York Yankees 

Power rating: 95.6 (5) | Monthly change: -3.7 

Current playoff probability: 93.9% | Probability entering August:92.8% 

Current temperature: 77.5° | Temperature entering August:78.4° 

Roster rating: 95.7 | Roster rank: 5 

Who predicted both of these things? 1. The Yankees would have one of the top five bullpens in 

baseball. 2. Chad Green would be the Yankees' best reliever. 

 Washington Nationals 

Power rating: 96.3 (4) | Monthly change: -3.8 

Current playoff probability: 100.0% | Probability entering August: 99.8% 

Current temperature: 96.1° | Temperature entering August: 81.5° 

Roster rating: 91.6 | Roster rank: 7 
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According to fangraphs.com, during the first half, the Nationals finished dead last with minus-

0.9 reliever WAR. During the second half, the Nats rank fifth with 2.2. That's how you plug a 

hole and withstand an injury to somebody like Bryce Harper. 

 Houston Astros 

Power rating: 101.7 (2) | Monthly change: -5.7 

Current playoff probability: 100.0% | Probability entering August: 100.0% 

Current temperature: 99.2° | Temperature entering August:65.5° 

Roster rating: 102.1 | Roster rank: 2 

Houston is hot again, and its post-Verlander roster rating is worth noting. Look out, Dodgers. 

 Los Angeles Dodgers 

Power rating: 97.8 (3) | Monthly change: -8.8 

Current playoff probability: 100.0% | Probability entering August: 100.0% 

Current temperature: 42.5° | Temperature entering August:116.4° 

Roster rating: 105.6 | Roster rank: 1 

Are the Dodgers still World Series favorites? Probably. But there are concerns, and while the 

current slump has hit all facets of the team, it's the rotation that needs to string some 

consistent outings together to alleviate anxieties about the October baseball to come. 
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Still battling 

Baltimore Orioles 

Power rating: 83.2 (12) | Monthly change: 11.2 

Current playoff probability: 13.6% | Probability entering August:14.5% 

Current temperature: 91.1° | Temperature entering August: 93.8° 

Roster rating: 83.0 | Roster rank: 12 

The Orioles have been baseball's hottest team since our last check-in, which was in the 

immediate aftermath of a trade deadline that drew universal scorn from the pundits (including 

this one.) Health has been a key factor: The Orioles currently have less value on the DL (by 

WAR) than any other team in baseball. 

 Los Angeles Angels 

Power rating: 82.3 (13) | Monthly change: 10.0 

Current playoff probability: 25.0% | Probability entering August:8.5% 

Current temperature: 90.8° | Temperature entering August:79.3° 

Roster rating: 82.3 | Roster rank: 14 

The Angels have baseball's sixth-toughest remaining schedule, but after the August deadline 

acquisitions of Justin Upton and Brandon Phillips, who could count out L.A.'s other team? This 



21 

 

might be Mike Scioscia's finest hour. 

Minnesota Twins 

Power rating: 80.6 (16) | Monthly change: 8.1 

Current playoff probability: 36.1% | Probability entering August: 4.4% 

Current temperature: 69.1° | Temperature entering August: 51.3° 

Roster rating: 77.9 | Roster rank: 18 

Like the Orioles, the Twins have shown that drawing black-and-white conclusions from trade 

deadline decisions is of limited value. Byron Buxton's breakout has been one of baseball's best 

stories this season. 

 St. Louis Cardinals 

Power rating: 87.6 (9) | Monthly change: 4.6 

Current playoff probability: 31.2% | Probability entering August:17.8% 

Current temperature: 91.2° | Temperature entering August: 80.9° 

Roster rating: 83.4 | Roster rank: 11 

The Cardinals' superior run differential continues to keep them very much alive in the 

simulations, even while the front office continues to transition the big league roster to that 

which largely comprised Triple-A Memphis at the beginning of the season. 
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 Texas Rangers 

Power rating: 84.3 (10) | Monthly change: 0.5 

Current playoff probability: 26.5% | Probability entering August:6.4% 

Current temperature: 86.6° | Temperature entering August:58.5° 

Roster rating: 75.8 | Roster rank: 21 

Did you know that Texas ranks fifth in starting pitcher WAR this season? Now you do. With 

better bullpen performance earlier in the season and maybe a few more balls in play by the 

hitters, the Rangers would arguably be considered a better version than the team that won the 

AL West last season. 

 Milwaukee Brewers 

Power rating: 80.8 (15) | Monthly change: -4.4 

Current playoff probability: 12.7% | Probability entering August:11.1% 

Current temperature: 72.0° | Temperature entering August: 54.1° 

Roster rating: 80.5 | Roster rank: 15 

When we look at the breakouts of Jimmy Nelson, Corey Knebel, Chase Anderson and Zach 

Davies, at which point do we start to talk more about Milwaukee pitching coach Derek Johnson 

as one of the best in the business? The answer is that the point has long past: The Brewers rank 

eighth in all of baseball in ERA+. 
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 Colorado Rockies 

Power rating: 83.8 (11) | Monthly change: -7.6 

Current playoff probability: 69.5% | Probability entering August:87.9% 

Current temperature: 64.5° | Temperature entering August:71.0° 

Roster rating: 78.0 | Roster rank: 17 

Let's define "luck" as the difference between a team's record (per 162 games) and what that 

record should be based on run differential. The Rockies' win pace was 22 games ahead of their 

run profile at the end of April. Since then, the month-end figures have been 6.8, 7.1, 3.8 and, 

now, 1.5. In other words, you could say that the Rockies have found their level. Unfortunately, 

doing so moved them from the "Ready for a run" group to owning the best season record in this 

group, as the Rockies were baseball's second-coldest team since our last check-in. 

Mathematically alive 

 Pittsburgh Pirates 

Power rating: 75.2 (20) | Monthly change: 1.4 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.4% 

Current temperature: 79.8° | Temperature entering August: 56.1° 

Roster rating: 77.1 | Roster rank: 19 
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The Pirates actually did make the postseason in one of the simulations, but you'd need another 

decimal point for it to show up here. There just isn't enough power or patience in their lineup. 

But you have to love the Bucs' organizational stability, with manager Clint Hurdle and GM Neal 

Huntington signing extensions. 

 Tampa Bay Rays 

Power rating: 80.8 (14) | Monthly change: -0.1 

Current playoff probability: 3.5% | Probability entering August:31.2% 

Current temperature: 82.9° | Temperature entering August:73.4° 

Roster rating: 83.0 | Roster rank: 13 

Tampa Bay looked well-positioned in late July, but a 15-21 stretch has all but pushed the Rays 

out of the playoffs. They lost 10 of those games by two runs or fewer. And if you're hoping for 

one more push, it'll have to come against baseball's toughest remaining schedule. 

 Seattle Mariners 

Power rating: 79.4 (17) | Monthly change: -0.5 

Current playoff probability: 1.2% | Probability entering August:27.3% 

Current temperature: 62.0° | Temperature entering August: 85.1° 

Roster rating: 84.8 | Roster rank: 8 
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You certainly can't accuse GM Jerry DiPoto of standing pat with an injury-ravaged pitching staff. 

Seattle has used 40 pitchers this season, five more than every other team and 11.4 more than 

the big league average. The Indians have used 20 pitchers. 

 Miami Marlins 

Power rating: 75.2 (19) | Monthly change: -4.1 

Current playoff probability: 0.3% | Probability entering August:4.0% 

Current temperature: 51.6° | Temperature entering August: 89.4° 

Roster rating: 74.2 | Roster rank: 22 

It felt for a moment that Giancarlo Stanton's historic home run tear would be just enough to 

keep the Marlins in the wild-card race. But it's not, and the home run watch is all Marlins fans 

really have to look forward to. 

 Kansas City Royals 

Power rating: 70.9 (24) | Monthly change: -7.1 

Current playoff probability: 1.6% | Probability entering August:27.7% 

Current temperature: 64.8° | Temperature entering August: 75.0° 

Roster rating: 71.0 | Roster rank: 24 

When the Royals lose, they don't mess around. Kansas City has lost games by 11, 12 and 17 

runs in just the past nine games. After Monday's game, the Royals were at .500 despite a 
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minus-70 run differential. If the season had ended that day, it would have been the fourth-

worst run differential by a team .500 or better in baseball history. Then they went out and lost 

13-2 at Detroit. 

Looking ahead 

 Toronto Blue Jays 

Power rating: 73.4 (21) | Monthly change: 7.5 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:1.2% 

Current temperature: 54.4° | Temperature entering August: 80.7° 

Roster rating: 83.5 | Roster rank: 10 

More than any other team, if you went back and replayed this season from the beginning, you'd 

peg the Blue Jays as the club most likely to do better than what it has done. Still, there are 

some hard decisions that need to made about this aging unit moving forward. Thankfully, the 

news from the minors on guys such as Bo Bichette and Vladimir Guerrero Jr. is enough to keep 

things from seeming too gloomy. 

 Cincinnati Reds 

Power rating: 75.8 (18) | Monthly change: 5.7 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August: 0.0% 

Current temperature: 79.1° | Temperature entering August: 59.1° 
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Roster rating: 73.5 | Roster rank: 23 

The Reds rank in the top 10 by WAR at four positions, which I've noted before, but rank last in 

starter WAR and 29th in the bullpen. Yet the staff has missed bats, and lately, young Robert 

Stephenson has looked like a new guy. There are a lot of prospect arms on the September 

roster, giving Reds fans plenty to watch this month to see if Joey Votto & Co. could have some 

much-needed help on the way. 

 San Diego Padres 

Power rating: 62.4 (30) | Monthly change: 4.4 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.0% 

Current temperature: 66.7° | Temperature entering August: 79.3° 

Roster rating: 63.3 | Roster rank: 29 

There is a long developmental road ahead for an improving organization, but for now, we're left 

to marvel at how well manager Andy Green has done to keep this influx roster competitive all 

season. 

 San Francisco Giants 

Power rating: 64.8 (28) | Monthly change: 3.7 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August: 0.0% 

Current temperature: 36.4° | Temperature entering August:48.4° 
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Roster rating: 76.1 | Roster rank: 20 

Right now, the simulations have the Giants finishing with an average of 62 wins and earning the 

top pick in the next draft. While we see if they can fend off the White Sox and Phillies for that 

honor, at least we'll have that video of Bruce Bochy sitting on the Iron Throne to keep us warm 

through the winter. 

 Philadelphia Phillies 

Power rating: 69.0 (26) | Monthly change: 3.1 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.0% 

Current temperature: 75.3° | Temperature entering August: 76.1° 

Roster rating: 71.0 | Roster rank: 25 

With J.P. Crawford in the majors, with a hit under his belt already, the future continues to take 

shape in real time for the Phillies. This is a team that needs to splurge on some short-term deals 

for pitching this winter to bridge the gap between the young hurlers in the system and the near 

present, with a position-player group that might be ready to do some damage. 

 Oakland Athletics 

Power rating: 67.2 (27) | Monthly change: 0.3 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.2% 

Current temperature: 33.3° | Temperature entering August: 71.1° 
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Roster rating: 70.9 | Roster rank: 26 

Could the Bay Area have two 100-loss teams this season? It might happen. The A's have done a 

lot more to brighten their future than the Giants during these lost seasons, but the big league 

product at present looks pretty ragged. 

 Atlanta Braves 

Power rating: 69.9 (25) | Monthly change: -4.7 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.0% 

Current temperature: 50.9° | Temperature entering August:46.5° 

Roster rating: 64.8 | Roster rank: 28 

This has largely been a lackluster season for the Braves, their first at SunTrust Park. Still, when 

you look at the number of under-25 players who have gotten their feet wet this season, there's 

a good chance we'll look back at 2017 as the campaign in which the Braves' next era of 

excellence began to take shape. The Braves will be a popular sleeper pick heading into 2018. 

 New York Mets 

Power rating: 72.6 (22) | Monthly change: -5.1 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:0.2% 

Current temperature: 38.9° | Temperature entering August:57.0° 
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Roster rating: 78.4 | Roster rank: 16 

This is currently baseball's most stupefying team. Matt Harvey on short rest? Oh, wait, you 

changed your mind? Of course! We can point to the injuries all we want, but it's time for this 

team to do some serious internal evaluation when it comes to organizational processes. 

 Chicago White Sox 

Power rating: 63.9 (29) | Monthly change: -6.2 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August: 0.0% 

Current temperature: 54.8° | Temperature entering August: 36.4° 

Roster rating: 57.2 | Roster rank: 30 

The White Sox are bringing prospects Eloy Jimenez and Michael Kopech to Chicago on 

Wednesday to look around the ballpark and meet the media. They aren't being added to the 

roster or anything. It's a savvy move, really, to remind the fans that what they are watching on 

the field right now is largely irrelevant. 

Detroit Tigers 

Power rating: 71.1 (23) | Monthly change: -7.4 

Current playoff probability: 0.0% | Probability entering August:4.6% 

Current temperature: 46.5° | Temperature entering August: 77.6° 

Roster rating: 68.0 | Roster rank: 27 
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And so the rebuild begins. 

 

 

ESPN.com 

Cubs giving Brewers life in race to the postseason 

Jesse Rogers 

 

CHICAGO -- The good news for Chicago Cubs fans is that all the statistical forecasts still give the 

Cubs a high probability to win their division, despite dropping the first two games of their series 

against the Milwaukee Brewers this weekend, including a 15-2 pounding on Saturday. They 

were also shut out 2-0 on Friday. 

Those forecasts, though, don't take into account the idea of breathing life into the opposition. 

Looking nearly buried after a three-game sweep by the Cincinnati Reds earlier in the week, the 

Brewers must be feeling pretty good about themselves now, despite still being three games 

behind the Cubs in the standings. They've gotten the attention of the defending world 

champions. 

"It kind of reminds us, these guys don't look at us as the team to beat," Saturday's losing 

pitcher, Mike Montgomery, said after the rout. "They think they're the team to beat. They 

come to play and act like it. It reminds us we really have to bring it against them." 

The drubbing on Saturday could be a reminder of a few things: Montgomery may not be ready 

for prime time as a starter -- though he will get at least another turn in the rotation next week -

- and manager Joe Maddon's lineup is still a work in progress. 

How can a first-place team with World Series aspirations not have more than a couple of hitters 

(Anthony Rizzo and Kris Bryant) it can count on? The Cubs had an awful week at the plate, 
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scoring just 15 runs since tallying 14 last Saturday, and eight of those came in one game. 

Perhaps the losses of Addison Russell and Willson Contreras, who is due back soon, are finally 

showing up on offense. 

Of course, it's hard to judge anything besides who's on the mound when you give up eight runs 

in the third inning, as the Cubs did on Saturday, essentially sealing their fate for the day. 

"We've had that game way too often this year," Maddon stated. "We gave up large innings. The 

big innings we've given up have made for some awkward days for us this year." 

It's a reminder that starting pitching is still paramount at this time of year. Right now, the 

Brewers have as much of it as the Cubs do, perhaps even more, though they lost Friday's 

winner, Jimmy Nelson, for the rest of the season. And three games out of first place sounds a 

lot more doable at this time of year than seven -- that's where Milwaukee would have been if 

the Cubs had their act together these past two days. 

Reflecting on Saturday's blowout, Maddon said with a smirk: "It started out bad, it got worse 

and we didn't get anyone hurt. That's probably the biggest positive tonight." 

These first two games are also a reminder that no one said winning back-to-back division titles 

was going to be easy. In fact, zooming out of the moment, it's not as though the Cubs have 

played such great baseball this season that they necessarily deserved the five-game lead they 

had when the series began. Perhaps this is just about everything evening out, which means the 

race could go down to the wire. A sweep by Milwaukee assuredly gives the Brewers great hope 

over the final three weeks, which include a four-game series at Miller Park. 
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"I take nothing for granted, ever," Maddon said. "They have some good pitching on 

Milwaukee's side. Their starting pitching is good, they have really good arms in the bullpen. 

That's the one thing no one talks about enough with them. I think their pitching is solid." 

The Cubs are talking about it, and as stated earlier, Milwaukee has their attention. Perhaps it's a 

day or two late, but there's time enough to wake up and put the Brewers in the rearview mirror 

once and for all. It just may take longer than anyone wanted -- or expected. 

"A day like today wasn't meant to be, but we have a lot of season left," Montgomery said. 

"We'll be ready to go to face these guys." 

They better be. The season is coming to a head. 

 

 

 

 


