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MLB.COM

Goldschmidt, Ward maintain deep friendship

By Steve Gilbert

Walk into Paul Goldschmidt's Phoenix-area home and you won't find any of the numerous baseball

awards he's won during his eight years in the big leagues.

Ask to see one, though, and the D-backs first baseman will gladly let you. And while you look at it, he'll

tell you about the teammates from that year who helped him win it. You'll hear tales about the veterans

who welcomed him with open arms as a rookie in 2011 and helped mentor him. He'll remind you that

there were coaches who worked hard to help him improve.

"Any awards that I've won or success that I've had, a lot of people have contributed to it," Goldschmidt

said. "It lets me tell a story about the year and my teammates and the people that helped me."

One award that is no longer in his possession is the 2015 National League Silver Slugger Award. That one

belongs to Dodgers hitting coach Turner Ward. It tells the story of a deep friendship that began well

before Goldschmidt became a six-time All-Star and seemingly annual MVP candidate.

An early lesson that stuck

The first time their paths crossed in 2011, Ward was managing the D-backs' Double-A affiliate in Mobile,

Ala. It was Goldschmidt's third year in the system after being selected in the eighth round of the 2009

Draft.

Ward had one ironclad rule, which he made clear early on: No excuses or complaining. That included

things like the weather, the travel or missed calls by umpires.

"If he heard an excuse, no matter what it was, or any complaining, he would jump on it," Goldschmidt

said. "It was the first time I kind of changed my mindset. It was the first time someone called me out and

I realized how much I was worrying about stuff that didn't matter or was out of my control."

Reunited

Goldschmidt was called up to the big leagues in August 2011, and in September 2012, Ward got to

spend the month as the D-backs' extra coach.

"I loved playing for him as a manager and learned a lot from him, but we didn't start connecting until he

came up in September of 2012," Goldschmidt said. "That's when we first started spending a lot of time

together."

The discussions started with baseball, but quickly progressed into talks about family, faith and life

lessons.



"Goldy never stops learning," Ward said. "He is better than anyone I know at taking the strengths other

people have and incorporating them into his own life."

How can I get better?

Ward was promoted to assistant hitting coach the following year. Near the midpoint of the season,

Goldschmidt, who was on his way to winning his first Silver Slugger and finishing second in the NL MVP

race, approached Ward.

"He asked, 'What do I need to do to get better?'" Ward said. "I told him to give me a couple of weeks

and I'd get back to him. I wanted to make sure I had my thoughts together."

Ward laid out three areas of improvement for Goldschmidt. The first two dealt with his personal life and

the third involved baseball. Each of the areas was then broken down into challenges.

"If you challenge him with something, he will take it on like no one I've ever seen," Ward said. "He's

fearless of any challenge. He did everything we talked about."

The gift

When he won his second Silver Slugger and Gold Glove awards in 2015, Goldschmidt wanted to share

them with those most important to him.

He gave his parents, David and Kim, his Gold Glove Award for all of the sacrifices they made for him

growing up. The Silver Slugger went to Ward, along with a handwritten letter detailing just how much he

meant to Goldschmidt.

"I thought it would be cool for Turner to have in his house," Goldschmidt said. "So if he showed it to

people, he could tell them, 'Paul Goldschmidt gave me this award and we're very close and we've taught

each other so many lessons and our relationship is growing and we're still staying in touch and still

talking a lot.'

"Let me put it this way: If I didn't win any of my awards, I don't feel like my life would be any different.

But if I hadn't met Turner, my life would be completely different. I wanted him to know how much I care

about him and love him and how much he means to me. Yes, he had a big effect on my baseball career,

but he completely changed my life trajectory."

Ward, who played parts of 12 seasons in the big leagues and has now managed or coached in pro ball

for 11 years, said that influence goes both ways.

"I can honestly say that I've never been around a player as coachable, selfless and impactful than Paul,"

Ward says, his voice breaking a bit. "He makes everyone around him better and it's not by accident. He

does it intentionally. I can't tell you how much he's meant to me."



Wearing No. 8, Manny set to play short in debut

By Manny Randhawa

Superstar slugger Manny Machado will be in the Dodgers' starting lineup tonight as Los Angeles opens

the second half of the season, according to general manager Farhan Zaidi. The Dodgers play the Brewers

in the first of a three-game weekend series at Miller Park, with first pitch scheduled for 5:10 p.m. PT.

The newest Dodger -- acquired Wednesday in a blockbuster trade with the Orioles that sent five

prospects to Baltimore, including three of the Dodgers' top 30 prospects per MLB Pipeline -- will wear

No. 8 as he makes his Dodgers debut. The No. 13, which Machado wore throughout his six-plus seasons

with Baltimore, is currently worn by Max Muncy.

Machado will likely start at shortstop, which will probably be his primary position with the Dodgers since

the club is without Corey Seager for the season due to Tommy John surgery. But with third baseman

Justin Turner missing the final four games prior to the All-Star break with a tight adductor, Machado

could make his Dodgers debut at third base. The Dodgers have utilized several players flexibly on

defense, including Chris Taylor, who has played shortstop in Seager's absence. And Zaidi said Thursday

that Machado could be utilized in a similar fashion.

"He's going to move around, like a lot of our guys do," said Zaidi. "[Manager] Dave Roberts has already

spoken to him about how much we value flexibility. We pointed out that every position player on our

roster has played multiple positions. Manny being willing to move between shortstop and third, we

believe he can be an asset at both positions. It's less about evaluating Manny at those positions and

more about giving [Roberts] options. He understands the way we manage the roster. He's told us he

wants to do whatever he can to help this team succeed and win. So, he's on board."

Machado primarily hit third in the batting order for the Orioles this season, with a few games in which

he batted second in the lineup. He will likely hit either second or third in the lineup for the Dodgers --

Seager usually hit second when he was healthy.

The Brewers, opening the second half neck-and-neck with the Cubs atop the National League Central,

are scheduled to have left-hander Wade Miley take the mound in the series opener. In 11 career plate

appearances against Miley, Machado is 3-for-9 with a solo home run and two walks. The homer came

off Miley while he was pitching for the Red Sox on June 11, 2015 at Camden Yards. It was a 415-foot

shot to left-center field with an exit velocity of 103.1 mph, per Statcast™.



LA TIMES

Enjoy Clayton Kershaw now, because he may not be here much longer

By Dylan Hernandez

Between now and the end of the season, every game Clayton Kershaw pitches like the Clayton Kershaw

of old will make the Dodgers feel a step closer to a day of which they have long dreamed — and also

long feared.

This is the great irony of this Dodgers season, how performances by Kershaw required for them to win

the World Series could result in them losing their most important player of the last decade.

So, as Los Angeles anticipates a steroid-free version of Mannywood, celebrates Matt Kemp’s return and

welcomes Kenley Jansen from the bullpen with primal roars, the city should also be mindful that the

starts Kershaw makes over the next few weeks could be the last for the Dodgers.

This could really be it.

Kershaw has steadfastly refused to speak about his possible free agency in detail, but Dodgers

management wants him to stay beyond this season, with everyone from principal owner Mark Walter to

president of baseball operations Andrew Friedman having made that clear.

Thoughts of his departure had receded to the background in recent months, as a couple of visits to the

disabled list earlier this year reinforced the perception that the 30-year-old Kershaw was a broken down

pitcher. Broken pitchers don’t void the last two years of a contract that guarantee them another $65

million, something Kershaw has the right to do at the end of this season.

Well, it’s time to be worried again — and, at the same time, upbeat.

Kershaw appears healthy entering his first start after the All-Star break, which will be Saturday at Miller

Park against the Milwaukee Brewers. In recent weeks, he looked recovered from the biceps tendinitis

and lower back strain that sidelined him for the majority of the previous two months.

He was strong enough to complete six or more innings in each of his last three starts. He threw 108

pitches over 6 2/3 innings of his most recent start, a no-decision against the Angels.

His fastball velocity remained a tick or two down from where it was in previous seasons. That, combined

with increased concerns about his durability, have raised questions about whether his best days are

behind him.

And while Kershaw might never have another 200-inning season again — his most recent was in 2015,

when he pitched 246 1/3 innings between the regular season and playoffs — he is still the pitcher the

Dodgers want on the mound when the stakes are the highest.

He still has a 2.74 earned-run average in 13 starts.



His failure to protect leads of four and three runs against the Houston Astros in Game 5 of the World

Series might be what is most remembered about his latest postseason, which is understandable. The

series turned on that game.

But it would also be a mistake to let that loss completely obscure what was probably the best playoff

performance of his career, when he limited the Astros to one run over seven innings in a Game 1

triumph. He threw only 83 pitches, held the Astros to three hits and struck out 11.

Kershaw also won his three postseason starts before that, including the clincher over the Chicago Cubs

in the National League Championship Series.

The performances followed a regular season similar to this one, in which Kershaw was sidelined for five

weeks with a back injury. Then, too, there were questions about what he could still provide the Dodgers.

If this season ends similarly, or better, than the last, who is to say there won’t be more than $65 million

available to him on the free-agent market?

As much as the free-agent market has cratered in recent winters, frontline pitching remains at a

premium.

Yu Darvish was 31 and had a checkered medical history when he became a free agent last year. He

wasn’t considered to be on the same level as Kershaw. He nonetheless managed to land a six-year,

$126-million contract from the Cubs.

What complicates the situation for the Dodgers is that Kershaw has value to them that extends beyond

the field. He has defined the culture of the team’s pitching staff for nearly a decade. Jansen is a reliever,

but even he has said he follows Kershaw’s lead.

Kershaw is the ultimate example of a homegrown player for an organization that champions player

development. And in a period marked by constant roster turnover, he could be the rare player to spend

his entire career with a single team. Fans value such long-standing bonds with players, evidenced in

recent seasons by the popularity of Kemp and Andre Ethier.

Concerns about Kershaw’s health date back to at least 2012, when he experienced hip problems. He

avoided surgery then and has continued to do so after spending extended time on the disabled list in

four of the last five seasons.

He’s been here before, so don’t bet against him.

Come this winter, the smart money is on Kershaw’s future being determined by what the left-hander

wants, not what medical reports dictates. Maybe he wants to stay. Maybe he doesn’t. If anyone knows,

they’re not saying.

Either way, the Dodgers should brace themselves for the possibility that this could be his last half-season

with them. The fans should, too.



Dodgers questions answered as 'Mannywood II: The Sequel' gets set to launch

By Bill Shaikin

The Dodgers’ second half comes with its own title: “Mannywood II: The Sequel.”

In Hollywood, sequels often fail to match the success of the original. This time, that would be a disaster.

In 2008, Manny Ramirez propelled the Dodgers to the National League championship series. In 2018,

Manny Machado is expected to power the Dodgers into nothing less than the World Series.

Machado is expected to make his Dodgers debut Friday against the Milwaukee Brewers the first day of

the Dodgers’ renewed push to win the National League West.

The Dodgers didn’t get Machado to win the division. They got him to win the World Series, right?

Yes, but one step at a time. The Dodgers led the division by 7 1/2 games at last year’s All-Star break. This

year, they lead by a half-game, with the top four teams in the division within four games of one another.

The Dodgers play their next 32 games against teams with winning records, the first 20 against teams

with better records: the Brewers, Philadelphia Phillies, Atlanta Braves, Houston Astros and Oakland

Athletics.

Seriously, though, the Dodgers are going win the West, aren’t they? They always do, and they didn’t

give up anyone on the major league roster to get Machado. How much better are they?

The Fangraphs projections had the Dodgers winning by four games before the trade, by six after the

trade.

That’s all? Maybe the Dodgers should make another trade.

They almost certainly will, because their greatest need is pitching. They’ll get a reliever, perhaps two.

They usually do: Tony Cingrani and Tony Watson last year, Josh Fields two years ago, Luis Avilan and Jim

Johnson three years ago. You probably hadn’t heard of most of those guys when the Dodgers traded for

them, and you probably hadn’t heard of Dylan Floro or Erik Goeddel before the Dodgers acquired them

this year.

If they could get an All-Star infielder in Machado, why not an All-Star reliever in Brad Hand?

Because, as the Dodgers prove every July, they do not trade their elite prospects. The Dodgers got

Machado without giving up pitcher Walker Buehler, outfielder Alex Verdugo or catcher Keibert Ruiz. The

San Diego Padres got the Cleveland Indians to surrender their top prospect, catcher Francisco Mejia, in

Thursday’s three-player trade for Hand.

That could work in the Dodgers’ favor, though, if they do get to the World Series, since the Indians,

Astros, Boston Red Sox and New York Yankees might exhaust themselves in the death-match American

League playoffs.

Why did you mention Buehler as a prospect? He has been one of the Dodgers’ best pitchers this

season.



Fair enough. But this is his second full professional season, and he never had started a game in the

major leagues before this one. The Dodgers are limiting his innings this season. They optioned him to

triple-A last week, but he has not pitched there and is not yet scheduled to do so. The Dodgers play 17

consecutive days to start the second half, and he could return if the team uses six starters during the

stretch.

The Dodgers also plan to keep a wary eye on the workload of All-Star Ross Stripling, who is at 95 1/3

innings. His career high: 127 2/3 innings, five years ago, split between the Class-A California League and

the double-A Southern League. They hope that Hyun-Jin Ryu can return sometime in August.

The Dodgers have not announced their pitching rotation beyond this weekend: Rich Hill on Friday,

Clayton Kershaw on Saturday, Alex Wood on Sunday.

Will Max Muncy have to surrender No. 13 to Machado?

Apparently not, since the Dodgers’ online team shop displayed 11 Machado jerseys and four Machado T-

shirts for sale Thursday — all with him wearing No. 8.

Who was the last player to wear No. 8 for the Dodgers?

Shane Victorino, for 53 games in 2012. Before that? Olmedo Saenz, gleefully nicknamed “The Killer

Tomato.”

What was the most widely circulated quote in Philadelphia on Thursday?

This one, from Dodgers general manager Farhan Zaidi, on trading for Machado when he can leave as a

free agent after the season: “This is about 2018 for us. We hope he plays well and creates a good market

for himself.”

So the Dodgers have no interest in retaining Machado beyond this season?

Too soon to say for sure. It’s not in their business plan to sign one player for $400 million, but plans can

change and, as we saw last winter, the free-agent market can crash in unexpected ways. In the

meantime, Philadelphia Phillies fans swooning for Machado can keep hope alive now, instead of just

hoping that Mike Trout comes home when his contract with the Angels expires after the 2020 season.

What are the odds of Machado signing with the Dodgers?

On Thursday, Bovada offered 5/1 odds that he does. But fans don’t really bet on where players might

sign in free agency, do they?



Dodgers Dugout: A closer look at the Manny Machado trade

By Houston Mitchell

Hi, and welcome to another edition of Dodgers Dugout. My name is Houston Mitchell, and I hope I

didn’t miss anything important during the All-Star break.

Dodgers get Machado

The big news, of course, is the Dodgers getting Manny Machado from the Baltimore Orioles for five

minor leaguers. Machado will play either short or third for the Dodgers (but mostly short) and becomes

the big bat in the lineup.

With Machado on board, the Dodgers are expected to move Chris Taylor to second base, making Max

Muncy the main first baseman, with Cody Bellinger moving to the outfield. Here’s a look at a possible

Dodgers starting lineup:

Joc Pederson, LF

Max Muncy, 1B

Justin Turner, 3B

Manny Machado, SS

Matt Kemp, RF

Cody Bellinger, CF

Chris Taylor, 2B

Yasmani Grandal, C

Or they could move Taylor back to leadoff and drop Pederson down, or have Turner bat second and

Machado third or … there’s endless possibilities. The main point is it’s a very impressive lineup.

By most metrics, Machado is a below-average defensive shortstop, and Taylor, who has played only 35

games in the majors at second, probably won’t be winning a Gold Glove there, so the only drawback to

the move is it weakens the team defensively. However, the Dodgers are excellent at positioning their

fielders, so that will make up for some of it. Overall, getting Machado’s bat in the lineup far outweighs

the damage to the defense.

And the Dodgers probably aren’t done yet. They still could acquire a couple of relievers and a starting

pitcher. Doing so would mean trading a major leaguer because the Dodgers want to keep their payroll

under the luxury tax threshold. The names most often mentioned in potential deals are Yasiel Puig, Alex

Wood and Logan Forsythe. We’ll just have to wait and see what happens. But I’d be very surprised if this

is the only trade.

By the way, Machado will wear No. 8 with the Dodgers. The last player to wear No. 8 with the team was

Shane Victorino in 2012. No. 8 was also worn by John Roseboro and Reggie Smith, among others.



A closer look at Machado

Born: July 6, 1992, in Hialeah, Fla.

Drafted by Baltimore as the third overall pick of the 2010 draft.

Contract status: Free agent after this season.

Injury history

Sept. 23, 2013: Dislocated his left knee. Had reconstructive surgery and was activated from the disabled

list on April 30, 2014.

Aug. 11, 2014: Tore a ligament in his right knee and had season-ending surgery, but returned to play all

162 games in 2015.

Statistics

2012: .262/.295/.445/98 OPS+, 7 homers, 26 RBIs in 51 games

2013: .283/.314/.432/102, 51 doubles, 14 homers in 156 games.

2014: .278/.324/.431/110, 14 doubles, 12 homers, 32 RBIs in 82 games.

2015: .286/.359/.502/132, 30 doubles, 35 homers, 86 RBIs in 162 games.

2016: .294/.343/.533/130, 40 doubles, 37 homers, 96 RBIs in 157 games.

2017: .259/.310/.471/107, 33 doubles, 33 homers, 95 RBIs in 156 games.

2018: .315/.387/.575/164, 21 doubles, 24 homers, 65 RBIs in 96 games.

Won Gold Glove at third base in 2013 and 2015. Finished in the top 10 in MVP voting in 2013, 2015 and

2016. Four-time All-Star.

A closer look at the five guys the Dodgers gave up

Yusniel Diaz, OF

Age: 21

This season with double-A Tulsa: .314/.428/.477 with 10 doubles, 4 triples and 6 homers in 264 plate

appearances.

Prospect rank: The Dodgers’ No. 4 prospect as ranked by MLB.com. Ranked 84th overall.

Comment: The centerpiece of the deal, Diaz signed with the Dodgers in 2015 and has quickly moved up

the minor league ladder. He hit two homers in the All-Star Futures.

Game last weekend. Good on-base skills, but there’s some question whether his power will continue to

develop.

Rylan Bannon, 3B/2B

Age: 22



This season with Class A Rancho Cucamonga: .296/.402/.559 with 17 doubles, 6 triples and 20 homers in

403 plate appearances.

Prospect rank: The Dodgers’ No. 27 prospect as ranked by MLB.com.

Comment: Drafted by the Dodgers in eighth round of the 2017 draft, Bannon is considered a bit

undersized (5-foot-10, 180 pounds), but if his power holds up in the upper levels of the minors, he could

be the steal of the deal.

Dean Kremer, RHP

Age: 22

This season with double-A Tulsa and Class A Rancho Cucamonga: 6-3, 3.03 ERA with 125 strikeouts in 86

innings and a 1.151 WHIP

Prospect rank: The Dodgers’ No. 28 prospect as ranked by MLB.com.

Comment: Kremer has a mid-90s fastball to go with a curve, changeup and splitter. Named to the Cal

League All-Star team this season.

Zach Pop, RHP

Age: 21

This season with Class A Great Lakes and Class A Rancho Cucamonga: 1-2, 1.04 ERA with 47 strikeouts in

43.1 innings and a 0.877 WHIP

Prospect rank: Not ranked among the Dodgers’ top 30 prospects by MLB.com.

Comment: Pop has an appropriate name because his fastball touches 99 mph. He has been used as a

closer this season in the minors and has relied on his fastball and a slider to devastating effect, giving up

only one earned run in his last 27 innings and allowing only 19 hitters to reach base.

Breyvic Valera, utility player

Age: 26

This season with Dodgers: .172/.273/.172 in 20 games.

This season with triple-A Oklahoma City: .284/.350/.433 with 8 doubles and 6 homers in 263 plate

appearances.

Prospect rank: Not ranked among the Dodgers’ top 30 prospects by MLB.com.

Comment: Valera is a guy who can play almost every position but can’t really hit. In this time of 13-

player, 12-pitcher rosters, he is valuable because of his versatility.

Past trade deadline deals in the Andrew Friedman era

July 30, 2015: As part of a three-team trade, the Dodgers send Zachary Bird, Hector Olivera and Paco

Rodriguez to Atlanta and Victor Araujo, Jeff Brigham and Kevin Guzman to Miami in exchange for

Bronson Arroyo, Luis Avilan, Jim Johnson, Mat Latos, Mike Morse, Jose Peraza and Alex Wood.



Record before trade: 57-45, first place by a half-game over San Francisco.

Record after trade: 35-25

Final standings: Dodgers finish 92-70 and win division by eight games over San Francisco.

Aug. 19, 2015: Sent John Richy and Darnell Sweeney to Philadelphia for Chase Utley.

Record before trade: 67-52, first place by two games over San Francisco.

Record after trade: 25-18

Final standings: Dodgers finish 92-70 and win division by eight games over San Francisco.

Aug. 1, 2016: Sent Grant Holmes, Jharel Cotton and Frankie Montas to Oakland for Rich Hill and Josh

Reddick.

Record before trade: 59-46, second place, two games behind San Francisco.

Record after trade: 32-25

Final standings: Dodgers finish 91-71 and win division by four games over San Francisco.

Aug. 25, 2016: Sent Joey Curletta, Tommy Bergians and A.J. Ellis to Philadelphia for Carlos Ruiz.

Record before trade: 71-55, first place, three games over San Francisco.

Record after trade: 20-16

Final standings: Dodgers finish 91-71 and win division by four games over San Francisco.

July 31, 2017: Sent A.J. Alexy, Brendon Davis and Willie Calhoun to Texas for Yu Darvish. Sent Hendrik

Clementina and Scott Van Slyke to Cincinnati for Tony Cingrani. Sent Oneil Cruz and Angel German to

Pittsburgh for Tony Watson.

Record before trade: 74-31, first place, 14 games ahead of Arizona.

Record after trade: 30-27

Final standings: Dodgers finish 104-58 and win division by 11 games over Arizona.

More KTLA games

For those of you who live in the Los Angeles area and are unable to see Dodgers games on TV, the

Dodgers announced that four games in August and one in September will be televised on KTLA (Channel

5). Those games are:

Saturday, Aug. 4, vs. Houston, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 15, vs. San Francisco, 7 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 20, vs. St. Louis, 7 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 31, vs. Arizona, 7 p.m.



Tuesday, Sept. 4, vs. New York Mets, 7 p.m.

Meanwhile, there is no agreement between DirecTV and Spectrum SportsNet coming in the near future.

Ask Ross Porter

Hi, fans! It’s good to be back with you to answer your questions during this baseball season. Please send

your questions to Houston, and he will pass them on to me. Include the city where you live.

Joseph Russell of Sherman Oaks asks: Ross, Joc Pederson has made an amazing turnaround in his contact

and strikeout rates. How did he do it?

Ross: First, the Dodgers asked Joc to improve his physical conditioning despite setting a record with a hit

and a run in each of his first six World Series games. He also established a Dodger postseason mark and

tied a World Series record with an extra base hit in five consecutive games, including three home runs.

Pederson started this season by going four for 27 (.148) and didn’t get hot until June, when he settled on

a batting stance. A key was limiting his head movement. Joc began leaning forward so his head started

at a lower position. He went into more of a crouch trying to get into his legs to a greater extent and bent

his knees more. Pederson also pulled his hands farther away from his body, with his hands and bat angle

in a similar position and his front side slightly open.

The 26-year-old newlywed crushed seven home runs in his first 24 plate appearances in June and

finished the month with 10 while hitting .283. Another important factor as you mention, Joseph, is the

reduction in Joc’s strikeout rate. In his first three seasons, he struck out 35%, 32% and 25% of the time,

respectively. This season, only 17%. Dave Roberts says Pederson is the Dodger that has grown the most

this season.

Bob Korda asks: Your report on the 453 baseball players who have been on the disabled list this year and

the $411 million they have been paid was shocking. Can’t teams buy insurance policies?

Ross: Clubs usually insure only the long-term contracts of their expensive players with a three-year

policy and renewal with a physical. Teams get 50% to 80% of the player’s pay, but it might take a year.

Position players are less expensive than pitchers who might be rejected because of an injury history. The

burden of paying costly insurance premiums hurts smaller market franchises.

Michael Green of Monterey, Calif., asks: Few catchers have won batting titles in the majors. Is there a

reason, Ross?

Ross: Only four catchers in the modern era have been the best average hitter in his league — “Bubbles”

Hargrave of the 1936 Reds, Ernie Lombardi with the 1938 and 1942 Reds, Joe Mauer of the Twins in

2006, 2008 and 2009, and Buster Posey of the 2012 Giants. Why? Michael, physical pounding behind the

plate for 150 or more games and lack of speed needed for infield hits. My late friend, Hall of Fame

catcher Gary Carter, estimated that he went into a crouch 250,000 times. Not good for the legs.

Gavin Dluehosh of Portland, Ore., asks: Hi, Ross. How many uniforms does an everyday player go

through in a season? Who does their laundry?

Ross: Each player is assigned five to seven polyester home and road uniforms and get new ones if there

is a tear or stain. The team’s clubhouse staff washes them.



Up next

Friday, 5 p.m.: Dodgers (Rich Hill, 2-4, 4.55 ERA) at Milwaukee (Wade Miley, 1-1, 2.38 ERA)

Saturday, 4 p.m.: Dodgers (Clayton Kershaw (3-4, 2.74 ERA) at Milwaukee (Chase Anderson, 6-7, 3.78

ERA)

Sunday, 11 a.m.: Dodgers (Alex Wood, 5-5, 3.92 ERA) at Milwaukee (Brent Suter, 8-6, 4.39 ERA)

OC REGISTER

LA Dodgers stats at the 2018 All-Star break

By Bill Plunkett

The Dodgers (53-43) set a franchise record with 55 home runs during the month of June and reached the

All-Star break leading the National League in home runs (129).

Despite having four-fifths of their starting rotation on the DL at one point and eight pitchers currently

sidelined, the Dodgers’ staff ERA (3.49) is the best in the NL. How else do they measure up with the rest

of MLB, statistically?

DODGERS OFFENSE

On-base pct. – .325 (ninth)

Slugging pct. – .429 (sixth)

OPS – .753 (fifth)

Batting average – .244 (T-17th)

DODGERS PITCHING

Team ERA – 3.49 (third)

Bullpen ERA – 3.80 (13th)

WHIP – 1.20 (T-third)

Strikeouts per 9 inns – 9.48 (fourth)

Opponent OPS – .683 (fifth)

Opponent batting avg. – .236 (eighth)



TRUE BLUE LA

Dodgers’ 10-game road trip poses post-break challenge

By Eric Stephen

The Dodgers already made a long climb out of a self-created hole, falling 10 games below .500 before

rebounding to 10 games over .500 and first place in the National League West at the All-Star break.

Now, the real work begins.

Starting things after the four days off is a daunting 10-game road trip that will feature series against the

Brewers, Phillies and Braves, three teams that at the moment own better records than the Dodgers.

The Dodgers are still in good shape relative to these other National League playoff contenders. At +82,

the Dodgers’ run differential is the second-best in the league, behind only the Cubs (+114), and Los

Angeles added about as good a midseason reinforcement you will find in Manny Machado.

Projected standings at both Baseball Prospectus and FanGraphs have the Dodgers finishing with a better

record than anyone in the NL except Chicago, and the folks at Bovada have the Dodgers pegged as 3/1

favorites to win the pennant, up from 4/1 odds on July 2 and way up from 9/1 odds on June 1. Their 9/2

odds to win the World Series matches the Red Sox and trails only the Yankees (4/1) in MLB.

This road trek through Milwaukee, Philadelphia and Atlanta is the second of three scheduled 10-game

trips for the Dodgers this season, with another journey to Colorado, Cincinnati and St. Louis set for Sept.

7-16.

On the first extended road trip this season, an earlier rainout meant the Dodgers needed a

doubleheader in San Francisco. That Apr. 27-May 6 trip saw the Dodgers play 11 games in 10 days in

three cities and two countries, including a trip to Mexico to face the Padres. They only went 4-7 on that

trip, which was par for the course with how the Dodgers were playing back then, during their 16-26

start.

It was notable because as challenging as long road trips are, the Dodgers have generally done quite well

in their extended trips. That 4-7 trip was the club’s first losing road trip of 10 or more games since Sept.

6-16, 2010. The Dodgers had 13 long road trips in between and never finished worse than 5-5, going 77-

53 (.592) in those games. That’s better than the club’s .566 overall winning percentage in those seasons

(2011-17).

The Dodgers will start the second half with a six-man rotation.

By Stacie Wheeler

The All-Star festivities are over, and now the sprint to the finish of the season begins in the second half.



With 66 games remaining in the regular season, the NL West race will be a close battle down the stretch.

The Dodgers open the second half in first place (53-43), with the Diamondbacks (53-44) just a half game

back, and the Rockies (50-48) and Giants (50-48) still numerically in the mix as well at 2 games and 4

games back respectively.

The NL Wild Card most likely won’t come out of the NL West with Chicago, Milwaukee, Philadelphia and

Atlanta all playing good baseball. It makes the Dodgers’ quest for their sixth straight division title that

much more key to getting into the playoffs. A Wild Card spot would be horrible for our collective blood

pressure.

The Dodgers’ starting rotation is one of the biggest question marks heading to the second half that

begins with 17 consecutive games without a day off. Dave Roberts is leaning toward a six-man rotation

that includes Clayton Kershaw, Ross Stripling, Kenta Maeda, Walker Buehler, Alex Wood and Rich Hill.

The starting rotation has been hit with multiple injuries, and nearly all the starters have been on the DL

at some point and some multiple times.

Dave Roberts explained to Kaelen Jones of MLB.com:

”If everything stays status quo, then we’re gonna have to have some big conversations,” he said. “So

right now, I look at it as a good thing. At some point, we’re going to reach a crossroads. … Right now, we

don’t have that problem.”

With all the injuries, Ross Stripling stepped up and pitched spectacularly in the first half posting career

high numbers in 14 starts and 11 relief appearances. He went 8-2 with a 2.08 ERA, 2.71 FIP, 10.2 K/9

with a 28.1 percent strikeout rate and 3.7 percent walk rate.

Stripling is a lock in the starting rotation going forward despite John Smoltz’s idea - during the All-Star

Game broadcast - that Stripling will be moved back to the bullpen. The 28-year-old’s next start will likely

push him past his career-high of 100 innings at the major league level, but there is no indication he will

come out of the rotation any time soon.

Clayton Kershaw (3-4, 2.74 ERA, 3.17 FIP) hasn’t had a consistent year after landing on the disabled list

twice with biceps tendinitis and a lower back strain. The three-time National League Cy Young Award

winner and former MVP has landed on the disabled list in three straight years. He’s a lock for the

starting rotation, and hopefully he can get back into dominant form down the stretch.

Kershaw’s time down could potentially be advantageous as far as pacing going into a potentially long

postseason run again. He’s steadily lengthened his pitch count since returning from the DL. He’s gone to

the breaking ball more with a 90-92 mph fastball.

During the Freeway Series, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said Kershaw “still has the ability to

dominate.”

The Dodgers and Kershaw (he’s in his opt-out year) will look to the perennial ace to peak when they

need him to - in October.

Kenta Maeda can be fantastic as both a starter and a reliever. He came into Sunday’s game against the

Angels out of the bullpen for the seventh inning, inheriting two runners after Kershaw lost a contentious



at-bat against Mike Trout and walked him. Maeda hit Justin Upton with a pitch but struck out Ian Kinsler

to end the threat.

Maeda also struck out two in a one-inning relief appearance in San Francisco on April 7. As a starter, he’s

excelled too and has struck out batters at a career-high 29.7% clip with 11.2 K/9. Maeda should be in the

starting rotation heading into the second half.

Walker Buehler (4-2, 3.45 ERA, 3.00 FIP) had a tough time coming back from the rib injury, but he

impressed after getting a early shot on the big club earlier in the year when injuries befell the rest of the

starting squad. Other than a couple of disastrous outings at Coors Field and a rough relief appearance

vs. Chicago, Buehler has pitched well.

In his last start before the break, against the Angels, he allowed two runs on six hits with five strikeouts

in 5 innings of work. It was a promising way to segue into the second installment of the season for the

young right-hander who looks to be part of the Dodgers’ starting mix for years to come.

Two candidates that could be shifted to the bullpen after the six-man rotation plan ends in August are

Rich Hill and Alex Wood. Hill (2-4, 4.55 ERA, 4.92 FIP) finally put a laser to those blisters, but he’s been

inconsistent this year as well, with or without the beard. The 38-year old veteran has already allowed 11

home runs in 12 games and 55 1/3 innings this year after allowing 18 home runs in 135 2⁄3 innings last 

season. His curveball grip may have been affected by the juiced up balls, and he has blamed his blisters

on it in the past.

If he can stay healthy and effective, Hill stays in the rotation. When he’s good, he’s very good. He’ll get

his first shot when he starts things off for the Dodgers in the second half on Friday evening at Miller

Park.

Wood (5-5, 3.92 ERA, 3.47 FIP) is the starter who’s most likely on the bubble as far as being moved to

the bullpen. He’s never been able to recreate his first half from last season that earned him an All-Star

nod. Wood has been effective out of the pen in the past. With a surplus of starters along with his

struggles in the first half, it seems like a logical choice should the Dodgers decide to pare down the

rotation after the 17-game stretch.

Hyun-Jin Ryu, once healthy, will also reach a crossroads in his career with the Dodgers. He suffered a

painful sounding groin injury earlier in the season, and he only pitched in six games for the Dodgers this

year. Ryu is continuing to progress in his rehab and threw a 25-pitch bullpen session this week. He’s

expected to throw another bullpen in three to five days, according to Roberts, saying the lefty will

“hopefully just continue to ramp up the intensity and the volume.” Roberts will have to make a decision

on what to do with Ryu once he gets closer to returning.

Julio Urias is progressing in his rehab from shoulder surgery in February, and it is speculated that he

could rejoin the team in 4-6 weeks, placing more decisions upon Roberts as far as the starting pitching

options as the season wanes.

Despite the injuries, the Dodgers lead the NL in ERA (3.49), strikeouts (916), and WHIP (1.20). LA starters

are second in all of baseball with a 3.31 ERA in 508 innings. Their relievers are seventh in the league with

a 3.80 ERA and have allowed the second-most home runs (45). There’s room for improvement,

especially in the relief department, but their pitching has been strong overall.



There will be some tough decisions ahead, plus there’s still two more weeks before the official trade

deadline. I’d be surprised if they don’t acquire some arms after bolstering the lineup with Manny

Machado’s bat. As the saying goes, you can never have enough pitching.

The Dodgers will need a dominant Kershaw and continued consistency from Stripling and Maeda as well

as strong second halves from Buehler, Hill and Wood to capture the NL West title and forge on to what

could be another long postseason run. Barring any injuries that shape future decisions on the starting

rotation, to have six healthy starters to start the second half is a problem you want to have.

Gavin Lux, Alex Verdugo, Jacob Scavuzzo extend hitting streaks

By Eric Stephen

Hitting streaks were the name of the game for a trio of Dodgers minor leaguers on Thursday.

Player of the day

Quakes shortstop Gavin Lux tripled, singled and scored twice on Thursday for a 19-game hitting streak,

the longest in the California League this season. Lux during the streak is hitting .366/.411/.549. On the

season the 20-year-old is hitting .324/.398/.521.

Triple-A Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City fell at home to the New Orleans Baby Cakes (Marlins), 4-2. Alex Verdugo had two singles

and walked, and is hitting .353/.402/.514. Verdugo is 20-for-43 (.465) during his 12-game hitting streak.

Kyle Farmer was 1-for-4 with a double and a run batted in. He has a six-game hitting streak of his own,

during which he is 11-for-26 (.423).

Double-A Tulsa

The Drillers dropped a road game to the Northwest Arkansas Travelers (Royals), 4-3. Catcher Will Smith

did not homer.

Jacob Scavuzzo hit two singles and a double, his fifth consecutive multi-hit game. He’s 15 for his last 22

(.682), and is hitting .400/.409/.811 with 10 doubles and nine home runs during his current 21-game

hitting streak.

Second baseman Drew Jackson was 2-for-4 with two runs scored and a stolen base, and first baseman

Luke Raley was 2-for-5 with a double in defeat.

Advanced Class-A Rancho Cucamonga

A five-run rally in the eighth inning gave the Quakes at 7-6 win over the San Jose Giants. In addition to

Lux scoring twice the Quakes also got a home run from first baseman Jared Walker and a double from

second baseman Omar Estevez.



Andre Scrubb, an eighth-round pick in 2016, closed out the game with two scoreless innings for the win.

He has 17 strikeouts, seven walks and a 0.61 ERA in 14⅔ innings since joining the Quakes. 

In the second half, Rancho Cucamonga is a whopping 23-5.

I didn’t see the video, but this sounded interesting, at least.

Class-A Great Lakes

The Loons lost 6-3 at home to the Cedar Rapids Kernels (Twins). 2018 draftees and Devin Mann (fifth

round) and Josh McLain (ninth) each had two hits, with McLain including a double and Mann driving in

two runs.

Eleventh-round draft pick Stephen Kolek pitched three scoreless innings in relief, and in three relief

appearances with Great Lakes has yet to allow a run in 7⅓ innings.

Rookie-level Ogden

Miguel Vargas had four hits in Ogden’s 9-4 win over the Missoula Osprey (Diamondbacks). The 18-year-

old Cuban third baseman signed last September is an absurd 29-for-57 (.509) with the Raptors, with

eight doubles, a home run and a triple in 13 games. He struck out twice in his six at-bats on Thursday,

giving him all of four in 62 plate appearances with Ogden.

The Raptors at 23-10 has a five-game lead over Idaho Falls in the Pioneer League South and clinched the

first-half division title.

Transactions

Triple-A: Logan Bawcom rejoined Oklahoma City to start against New Orleans. Justin De Fratus was

placed on the seven-day disabled list. Edward Paredes, who cleared waivers and was sent outright to

Triple-A, joined OKC, and struck out three of his four batters faced on Thursday.

Double-A: Pitcher Parker Curry was promoted from Rancho Cucamonga. Reliever Shea Spitzbarth was

sent back to Tulsa from OKC.

Class-A: 18-year-old lefty Antonio Hernandez joined the Quakes after tossing 8 scoreless innings in the

Arizona League, with eight strikeouts and two walks; The Loons sent pitcher Luis Pasen to Ogden.

Thursday scores

New Orleans 4, Oklahoma City 2

Northwest Arkansas 4, Tulsa 3

Rancho Cucamonga 7, San Jose 6

Cedar Rapids 6, Great Lakes 3

Ogden 9, Missoula 4

AZL Dodgers 1, AZL Brewers 0

DSL A’s 5, DSL Dodgers Robinson 1 (7 inn.)



Game 1: DSL Indians 9, DSL Dodgers Guerrero 5

Game 2: DSL Dodgers Guerrero 1, DSL Indians 1 (suspended)

Friday schedule

4:05 p.m. PT: Great Lakes (TBD) vs. Cedar Rapids (TBD)

5:05 p.m.: Oklahoma City (Drew Hutchison) at Nashville [A’s] (Eric Jokisch)

5:05 p.m.: Tulsa (TBD) at Northwest Arkansas (Pedro Fernandez)

6:05 p.m.: Ogden (Brett De Geus) at Missoula (Marcos Tineo)

7:05 p.m.: Rancho Cucamonga (Max Gamboa) vs. San Jose (Dominic Mazza)

DODGER INSIDER

Zaidi: Machado “on board” with team’s preference for position flexibility

By Rowan Kavner

On a team full of players touted for their ability and willingness to move around defensively, prized

addition Manny Machado could do some of the same.

While launching 24 home runs, making his fourth All-Star team since 2013 and hitting 315/.387/.575,

Machado has only played his preferred position of shortstop this year for the Orioles.

In a Dodger uniform, Zaidi said he could also see some time at third base, where he was a Gold Glove

player in 2013 and 2015.

“Dave Roberts has already spoken to him about our roster, how much we value flexibility and versatility

and having guys move around a little bit,” Zaidi said Wednesday night after the move was made official.

The Dodgers pointed out to Machado how often position players on the club move around, with many

of them spending significant time at more than one spot.

Zaidi said Machado was receptive to it.

“He understands the way we manage the roster and the options that Doc likes to have moving guys

around,” Zaidi said. “He’s told us he wants to do whatever he can to help this team succeed and win, so

he’s on board.”

Among the regulars, Cody Bellinger has made more than 20 starts at both first base and center field.

Max Muncy has made at least 25 starts at both corner infield spots, as well as nine at second base. Matt

Kemp has started 53 games in left field, but he’s also made 24 starts in right field (particularly with Yasiel

Puig injured).

Kiké Hernández, the poster child for flexibility, has already played every position other than pitcher and

catcher again this year. Chris Taylor, the primary Dodger shortstop after Corey Seager went down, was



the Dodgers’ center fielder last year and has made 25 starts in center as well as a start at second base

this year.

“Talking to him yesterday, he was really excited to come here,” president of baseball operations Andrew

Friedman said on “Lunchtime with Roggin and Rodney” on AM 570 LA Sports. “He’s really excited about

the group of guys.”

Even if Machado is likely to see most of his time at shortstop, Zaidi said it’s more about giving Roberts as

many options as possible when he’s putting a lineup together and figuring out off days. When Roberts

chooses to give Justin Turner a night off, Zaidi said Machado’s willingness to play third base is important.

The move for Machado could mean more roaming ahead to a variety of spots for Taylor, something Zaidi

said Taylor not only accepts but might enjoy.

“One of the reasons we felt good about making this deal is because CT is the ultimate team guy and has

played different positions for us, will continue to play different positions for us,” Zaidi said.

What won’t change for Taylor is his bat in the lineup.

Zaidi said the club has told Taylor the plan is to keep him in the lineup regularly, whether he’s playing a

middle infield spot or in the outfield.

“He’s shown over the last year and a half how important he is to our lineup,” Zaidi said.

With the addition of Machado to a lineup that was already in the top 10 in the Major Leagues in slugging

percentage, on-base percentage and OPS, coming off a month of June in which the Dodgers set a

franchise record for home runs in a month, president of baseball operations Andrew Friedman hasn’t

ever been a part of a group of batters with this much potential.

“I think this is the deepest lineup I’ve ever been around, just 1–8 the ability to do damage, to get on

base, to be part of an offensive unit that can kind of pass the baton,” Friedman said.

With the big bat addressed, the attention now turns to pitching as the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline

approaches.

“That’s going to be something we’ll continue to evaluate — both the bullpen and the rotation,” Zaidi 

said.

THE ATHLETIC

Cubs and Dodgers know what the Manny Machado trade means: See you in the playoffs

By Patrick Mooney

For all the surreal elements in the Manny Machado sweepstakes — the overheated trade-deadline

questions that started in Chicago in May, the chain-of-command issues within the Baltimore Orioles

organization, the deal hanging over this week’s All-Star Game festivities — it still reached the most

logical conclusion.



The Los Angeles Dodgers had a deep enough farm system to bundle five prospects in a trade for a rental

player. With Corey Seager recovering from Tommy John surgery, the Dodgers had a clear need for

another All-Star shortstop. After Yu Darvish lost last year’s World Series Game 7, the Dodgers had a

sense of urgency (though Cubs fans know 1988 is nothing compared to 1908).

While maneuvering underneath this year’s $197 million luxury tax threshold, the Dodgers can use the

rest of the season as a recruiting visit for a free agent potentially worth hundreds of millions of dollars.

At nightfall in Hollywood, Machado can even rock the sweet Gucci cardigan sweater with tiger heads all

over it, the way he did for an awkward press conference before an Orioles-White Sox game two months

ago on the South Side.

“I’m happy for him,” said Cubs outfielder Albert Almora Jr., Machado’s childhood friend from growing up

together in Miami. “He’s a winner. He wants to win. Obviously, Baltimore is [transitioning] to the

rebuilding stages and had a really good piece to [deal]. I texted Manny, told him congrats and that

hopefully we’ll see him in the playoffs.

“He was excited and he said, ‘Yeah, we will.’”

The Cubs and Dodgers appear to be on another collision course, heading toward a possible showdown in

the NLCS for a third straight October. After the blockbuster Machado trade, Bovada, the gambling

website, readjusted the odds to win the NL pennant, installing the Dodgers as the favorites at 3/1 and

moving the Cubs from 10/3 to 7/2.

But with the NL’s best record (56-38), an aggressive front office and the experience built up from eight

playoff rounds across the last three years, the Cubs know they have to deal with what’s in front of them

right now. That’s five games in four days against the St. Louis Cardinals, beginning with Thursday night’s

9-6 win and the chance to bury their rivals and begin the post-Mike Matheny era with a trade-deadline

sell-off.

“We always focus on ourselves,” Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo said. “I don’t want to say ‘we don’t

care.’ We’re all in the profession, so we see what goes on. It’s not like we just blow it off. Obviously,

that’s a big trade. But we just play baseball. We play our game. It doesn’t matter if we’re playing vs. the

American League All-Star team — or a team in Single-A — we play our game.”

The Cubs already won their season series against the Dodgers (4-3) while the Milwaukee Brewers will

play Team Machado seven times in 14 days beginning Friday at Miller Park.

The Orioles also didn’t package lefty reliever Zach Britton in the Machado deal, leaving a top bullpen

target still available after Thursday’s double-whammy news: Cubs closer Brandon Morrow — who has a

long medical history — went on the disabled list with right biceps inflammation while the San Diego

Padres shipped relievers Brad Hand and Adam Cimber to Cleveland for catching prospect Francisco

Mejia.

The Dodgers outbid the Brewers for Machado and now Milwaukee will have to regroup after: the Cubs

swooped in to acquire José Quintana from the White Sox last summer; whiffing on a chance to sign Jake

Arrieta in spring training; a six-game losing streak heading into the All-Star break; and Josh Hader’s old

racist/homophobic messages surfacing on Twitter during Tuesday’s All-Star Game.



This could also be another Manny Being Manny moment, the way the Dodgers acquired Manny Ramirez

from the Boston Red Sox in a three-team deal at the 2008 trade deadline. The Dodgers watched Ramirez

hit .396 with 17 homers and 53 RBIs in 53 games on the way to an NL West title. Those Dodgers won

only 84 games and then swept a 97-win Cubs team out of the playoffs. Ramirez went 5-for-10 with four

walks in those three playoff games before Major League Baseball punished him with a 50-game drug

suspension near the beginning of the 2009 season.

“Better in that division than ours,” said Joe Maddon, who watched Machado blossom into an All-

Star/Gold Glove/MVP-level talent while managing the Tampa Bay Rays in the American League East.

“This guy came on the scene and it was like, ‘Wow!’

“So, yeah, it makes the Dodgers better, obviously. They can do different things now. But they’ve been

missing Seager. That kid’s as good as anybody, too. So it’s almost like, OK, fair. They get a guy like this to

replace — it’s almost like an equal trade. Both those guys are that good.”

Cubs executives Theo Epstein and Jed Hoyer mean it when they say that answers will have to come from

within and stress how loyal they’ve been to this young core. The idea of trading off the major-league

roster, slashing the depth that makes the Cubs so overpowering across a 162-game season and giving up

the pieces it would take to make a deal for a top-of-the-rotation starter like New York Mets ace Jacob

deGrom should probably be filed under Why mess with a good thing?

But it would be naïve to think the Cubs will stand pat at the July 31 trade deadline and cross their fingers

that Darvish will feel better and their bullpen will stay healthy. It started with Thursday night’s trade for

veteran swingman Jesse Chavez, sending Class-A lefty Tyler Thomas to the Texas Rangers.

“If they think something needs to be done, then they will definitely do something,” Almora said.

“They’re the best at what they do.”

“We’ve been in those shoes when you acquire a monster superstar,” Rizzo said. “It’s a good feeling.

Obviously, being on that team, [Machado’s] going to help them a lot. It’s a good move [when] they have

Seager on the shelf for the rest of the year.

“I just don’t see where we could go. But I know that [Theo and Jed are] going to do what’s best for the

organization, short term and long term. We have a really good team and I think we’re all pretty

confident we’re going to have a good second half. But we’ll see. We’ll see what they do.”

Whatever moves the Cubs make between now and July 31, they have to hope that by October Kyle

Hendricks has the same rhythm he did against the Dodgers that night the franchise celebrated its first

NL pennant in 71 years.

The Cubs need Quintana to be able to again match Max Scherzer and Clayton Kershaw. The Cubs need

Darvish to look like the pitcher who won Game 3 in last year’s NLCS. The Cubs need Morrow to feel as

strong as he did at the end of last season, when he pitched in 14 out of 15 playoff games for the

Dodgers.

Because Machado may be waiting at Dodger Stadium.

“It makes our job a little tougher,” Almora said. “That’s another bat that we have to take care of,

defensively and pitching-wise. It’s a different weapon for them. Obviously, as competitors, we’re



excited. We like to face the best and beat the best. I’m excited to see if we get a chance to play them

again.”

‘I feel like I should go home now’ — Manny Machado to LA doesn’t demoralize Diamondbacks

By Zach Buchanan

Wednesday, basking in the glow of his team’s all-but-completed acquisition of star infielder Manny

Machado, Dodgers pitcher Ross Stripling figuratively scrawled a billboard’s worth of bulletin board

material with a jumbo-sized marker.

“The Diamondbacks went and got arguably the best hitter in the game in J.D. Martinez last year, made a

good run in September, but we still won,” Stripling told the Los Angeles Times. “Now we’re going to turn

around and maybe do it to them, and get arguably one of the best hitters in the game and put him right

in the middle of our lineup.”

He continued.

“I think it would be pretty demoralizing, something they would see and say, ‘Oh crap, that’s not going to

be any fun,’” Stripling added, afterward proclaiming the new-look Dodgers “almost a superteam, I feel

like, on paper.”

The Diamondbacks indeed have been in the position of acquiring one of the most impactful players

available at the deadline, so they know the dopamine surge Stripling may have been experiencing. But,

having lost the Machado derby only to see him sent to their division rival in a tight playoff race, are they

demoralized?

“Yeah, I feel like I should just go home now,” Steven Souza Jr. said sarcastically before considering the

question more seriously. “No, he’s a really good ballplayer. I don’t have a really good answer for that.

He’s a good ballplayer, but we have a really good ballclub. He’s only going to be able to bat four times in

a game. I got nothing. I know it’s not demoralizing for us.”

Souza’s teammates struck similar tones.

Robbie Ray: “Just another guy’s name on the lineup card. It’s just another scouting report you have to

do. It’s not anything special. It’s not like it’s Babe Ruth.”

Daniel Descalso: “The Dodgers have a different shortstop now. We’ve still got to go out and play the

games. I don’t think guys in this clubhouse are too concerned with what goes on outside of here.”

Archie Bradley: “You want to talk about being demoralized, let’s go back to May and the way we were

playing. That’s demoralizing. But another team making a big trade? I mean, we have to go play ball.”

It’s possible the Diamondbacks will answer with a move before the deadline passes later this month. It’s

easy to see how they could benefit from another starting pitcher or another fearsome arm in the



bullpen. Perhaps another hitter can be added to their lineup, although they seem to have fewer

offensive holes than they did a year ago.

Then there’s the psychological benefit, so obvious from Stripling’s remarks. Trading for Martinez last

year helped convince a clubhouse with little playoff experience that they were playoff-worthy. Now,

those same players expressed faith in general manager Mike Hazen to make the necessary moves to

maximize the team’s chances in 2018.

“It was really nice just because (for) a lot of us it was our first time being in contention and it was like,

‘Oh man, they believe in us,’” Bradley said. “I’m pretty confident based off what they did last year that

we’re going to make another move this year to make us better.”

Even if the Diamondbacks don’t make a move before the deadline – leaving outfielder Jon Jay, acquired

in May, as the final piece of their puzzle – they feel confident that their core is good enough to get the

job done. They had a fully healthy lineup for only the final 10 days of the first half. They’ve yet to play to

their full potential. Souza, Jake Lamb and Alex Avila haven’t found their grooves at the plate, and Ray

and Zack Godley haven’t put together sustained runs of success in the rotation.

On top of that, manager Torey Lovullo cited improved baserunning, defense and situational hitting as

keys if the Diamondbacks are to retake first in the division. That may seem like nitpicking, considering

those first two categories are areas where Arizona generally excel. But Lovullo doesn’t want to take

anything for granted, even though he, too, is optimistic about the Diamondbacks’ fortunes.

“I feel like we’re all sitting in the right car right now getting ready to take off for a really exciting second

half,” Lovullo said. “That’s exciting to me.”

ESPN

Eight starters? For Dodgers, too much pitching is a good problem

By Alden Gonzalez

LOS ANGELES -- It is a good problem, Dave Roberts will admit, but it torments him nonetheless. His Los

Angeles Dodgers will begin the season's second half with what appears to be an excess of quality

starting pitchers, and Roberts has spent the past few days racking his brain over how to maximize this

newfound depth while navigating the potential obstacles.

At some point this week, before the Dodgers' next game on Friday afternoon, the coaches and front-

office members were expected to engage in what Roberts called "deep discussions" to plan for this

looming situation.

A six-man rotation is under consideration, especially for an initial stretch of 17 games in 17 days. It

would include, in no particular order, Clayton Kershaw, Rich Hill, Alex Wood, Ross Stripling, Kenta Maeda

and Walker Buehler. But Hyun-Jin Ryu, who is throwing off a mound, could come back next month. And

Julio Urias, the lefty phenom who is recovering from shoulder surgery, theoretically could rejoin the

rotation by the start of September, if not sooner.



That's eight starters if everyone stays healthy, and the Dodgers would like to somehow use all of them.

Said Kershaw: "They like the word 'depth' around here for a reason."

"There's going to have to be some sacrifices from everyone," said Roberts, in his third year as Dodgers

manager. "It's a great problem to have because unforeseen injuries obviously can happen and can

change that. But if everything stays status quo, then we're going to have to have some big

conversations."

Just a month ago, the Dodgers faced the opposite problem. Four of the five members of their Opening

Day rotation were on the disabled list during the first 13 days of June. Kershaw's back had flared up

again, Hill was hampered by another blister, Ryu nursed a groin strain and Maeda had a balky hip.

Buehler, an in-season reinforcement, dealt with a sore rib and also spent time on the DL in that stretch.

"We were in a bad swing, but we figured we'd come out of it eventually," Wood said.

The Dodgers have done so miraculously. In less than two months, they went from 10 games under .500

to 10 games over. They entered the All-Star break leading the National League West by a half-game over

the Arizona Diamondbacks. Then they acquired superstar shortstop Manny Machado from the Baltimore

Orioles, lengthening their lineup with a potent bat that fills their biggest hole.

The home run ball powered the Dodgers through June, but starting pitching has played a major role in

prolonging their excellence.

Dodgers starters own a 2.93 ERA since the start of July, trailing only the Colorado Rockies for the lowest

in the major leagues in that span. Hill has struck out 35 batters while walking only seven in 30 2/3

innings since coming off his second DL stint. Wood, the only one among them who hasn't missed time,

has a 2.95 ERA over his past six starts. Maeda has allowed only four earned runs in his past 25 2/3

innings, and Stripling has allowed only one run over his past 12. Kershaw, meanwhile, has fashioned a

2.70 ERA since his return on June 23.

"These last two or three weeks, we're throwing the ball really well and consistently," Wood said. "But I

think there's another gear for us to go to."

Perhaps, but there's also some noticeable volatility. The Dodgers' rotation group is deep enough that

president of baseball operations Andrew Friedman used what little room he had below the luxury-tax

threshold to add a premier position player rather than a top-of-the-rotation starter as he did with Yu

Darvish last year.

Still, questions persist about the Dodgers' starters, and juggling their workloads while keeping them in

rhythm promises to be an excruciating exercise.

Here is a look at what Roberts is dealing with:

Kershaw and Hill: Kershaw has been on the DL in each of the past three seasons with back injuries, and

his workload -- 2,023 innings, including playoffs, from 2009 to 2018 -- has been exceedingly heavy. He

needs to be monitored carefully. But Kershaw is expected to be exempt from the every-sixth-day

schedule, and his unrelenting competitiveness makes it difficult to remove him early from games. Hill is

38 and has made five blister-related trips to the DL over the past three seasons.



Wood and Stripling: Wood threw 152 1/3 innings in 2017, his first season removed from arthroscopic

elbow surgery, and is on pace to be in the neighborhood of 180 in 2018. Roberts mentioned Wood as "a

guy that you have to continue to keep an eye on." The same can be said for Stripling, who has never

pitched more than 127 2/3 innings in a professional season. Stripling is already at 95 1/3 innings, so he's

on pace to blow past that mark.

Buehler: The 23-year-old is on an innings limit that, though not publicized, is expected to fall between

140 and 150. Buehler has compiled 93 1/3 innings so far and seems like an ideal candidate to serve as

the Dodgers' sixth starter. If Buehler indeed steps into that role, and thus takes the mound only for

stretches when the Dodgers play six or more games consecutively, he would make eight more starts.

And if he maintains his average, he'll finish the regular season approaching 140 innings, saving very little

for a potential playoff run.

This doesn't even count Ryu, who possibly had been the Dodgers' best pitcher when he went down in

early May. Or Maeda, who arguably has been their most consistent starter all season. Or Urias, a

potential face of the franchise before he underwent surgery last June to repair his left anterior capsule.

"At some point, we're going to reach a crossroads," Roberts said.

Ideally, the manager will have his hands full.

"It's kind of uncharted territory where you have eight legitimate major league starters, if all healthy,"

Roberts added. "And to keep them current, sharp -- because when they do pitch, the No. 1 thing is they

have to have a confidence that they can be at their peak and help us win a major league game -- we're

very sensitive to that. But there's no exact science."
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