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MLB.COM
Puig, Hundley tangle as benches clear in LA
By Chris Haft

LOS ANGELES -- Those longtime antagonists, the Giants and Dodgers, renewed hostilities on Tuesday
night with a benches-and-bullpens-clearing incident in the seventh inning of San Francisco's 2-1 win at
Dodger Stadium.

Los Angeles right fielder Yasiel Puig and San Francisco catcher Nick Hundley were ejected from the game
for igniting the furor, which seemingly sprang from nowhere during Puig's at-bat.

Puig had a 1-2 count when he appeared to express frustration at fouling off a Tony Watson pitch.
Following that, he and Hundley began jawing at each other. Emotions skyrocketed quickly, as Puig
pushed Hundley, who quickly responded with a shove. That's all it took for members of both teams to
sprint toward home plate and hover threateningly around each other, except for the handful who
actively tried to separate Puig and Hundley to prevent matters from escalating.

Speaking through a Dodgers interpreter, Puig claimed that Hundley took issue with his self-disgust.

"When I missed the pitch, I knew that was the best pitch Watson was going to throw me, so I was a little
upset," Puig said. "[Hundley] told me to stop complaining and get back into the box, and when I got into
his face he told me to also get out of his face, so that's when I got upset."

The disagreement could have stopped there. It didn't.

"I didn't like that he was telling me what to do, and then he said some words to me in English that I
really can't repeat," Puig said. "That's why I was upset."

Hundley offered his explanation for the built-in tension.

"We're competing on the field against a team we're chasing," he said. "They've been scuffling a little bit
and we're trying to catch them. It's obviously a nice rivalry. We had some words, pushed a couple of
times and you saw what happened. There's really nothing more to it than that."

Hundley refused to divulge anything about his dialogue with Puig.

"All the stuff that's said on the field, that'll be left out there," Hundley said.

If Hundley regretted anything, it was inadvertently placing Dodgers third-base coach George Lombard in
harm's way. Lombard entered the fray apparently to serve as a would-be peacemaker. Instead, he got
thrown in a small cement mixer of bodies.

"He was in there trying to break it up," Hundley said. "I think he got caught in my chest protector."



This wasn't Puig's first confrontational experience with the Giants. He and San Francisco's ace, Madison
Bumgarner, exchanged harsh words and cold stares in previous seasons. And just a night earlier,
Bumgarner appeared to have an issue similar to Hundley's, seemingly taking some exception to Puig
expressing frustration in the batter's box.

"It doesn't happen with other teams, and it doesn't seem to happen when we're in San Francisco," Puig
said. "It usually seems to happen when we're here, and I'm not going to let them act like that in our
house."

It was the fourth career ejection for both players. Neither had been tossed since 2015.

Machado RBI too little, too late in loss to Giants
By Doug Padilla

LOS ANGELES -- A benches-clearing incident in the seventh inning ramped up the intensity on Tuesday
and the Dodgers and Giants took it from there.

After the Dodgers' Manny Machado delivered an RBI single in the eighth inning to tie the game, Alen
Hanson drove in the go-ahead run to give the Giants a 2-1 victory. The third-place Dodgers have lost five
in a row and sit two games behind the D-backs and a game behind the Rockies in the National League
West.

Machado's RBI was his first in August and first since hitting a home run on July 30 against the Milwaukee
Brewers.

Afterward, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts focused on the positives in a spirited affair that he felt could
have easily gone his team's way.

"Tonight was something where we lost a game late and we are on a little bit of a skid, but I just think
that for me, we played 27 outs, we competed, we squared balls up all night long and didn't get anything
to show for it," Roberts said.

Much of that energy showed up after a confrontation between Yasiel Puig and Nick Hundley.

Players flooded the field when a melee broke out in the seventh with Puig at the plate. After Puig fouled
off a pitch from Tony Watson and slammed the barrel of his bat, he appeared to get into a heated
discussion with the Giants catcher, Hundley.

Words turned to shoves, with Puig taking a swipe at Hundley's catcher's mask at one point. Both Puig
and Hundley were ejected.

"I didn't like that he was telling me what to do and then he said some words to me in English that I really
can't repeat," Puig said through an interpreter. "That's why I was upset."

Alex Wood was more than good enough in his return to the rotation, it was a lack of run production that
did in the Dodgers.



Wood gave up just one run over five innings in his first start since landing on the disabled list with left
adductor tendinitis.

Kenta Maeda (7-8) took the loss in his first outing since being moved to the bullpen.

"It's tough trying to embrace a role that is different from what I'm used to do, but the biggest thing, I
think, is that we lost and that's something that I definitely regret," Maeda said through an interpreter.

Giants rookie starter Andrew Suarez gave up just two hits over six scoreless innings, leaving the Dodgers
winless since Thursday at Colorado. The Dodgers have not won a series since they were in Atlanta at the
end of July.

Justin Turner had three doubles, including two against Suarez, but no other Dodgers batter had a hit
against Suarez, who had given up a combined 11 earned runs in consecutive defeats heading into
Tuesday's outing.

While the Dodgers' bullpen has been reeling, the offense has been inconsistent since breaking free for a
Dodger Stadium record 21 runs in a victory over the Brewers on Aug. 2.

When they lost three consecutive games at Colorado over the weekend, the Dodgers scored 10 runs. On
their previous visit to Denver, the Dodgers scored in double digits in all three games against the Rockies.

Even before the on-field incident, though, Roberts felt as if his team's focus was right where it needed to
be.

"I think people talk about that, but it won't change the way we play," Roberts said. "Guys were
competing and they were preparing. Sometimes it does correlate to something of a winning streak, but
it's not as simple as that. You still have to go out there and play the games."

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED
Ross Stripling was supposed to be the starter that was available to pitch out of the bullpen Tuesday, but
it ended up being Maeda. Roberts had originally said that Maeda would not pitch in relief until
Wednesday. Stripling was out of action with lower back stiffness. The Dodgers will further assess the
severity of Stripling's injury Wednesday.

"I would say [Wednesday] is still iffy [to pitch] but I wouldn't say it is anything long term," Stripling said.
"I got checked out and they didn't think it was [a disk injury] or anything like that. But at the same time,
pitching is something that can [anger] your back so you're better safe than sorry for a couple of days."

SOUND SMART
Turner tied a career high with three doubles, last doing it April 19, 2015, against the Colorado Rockies.
Chase Utley was the only other Dodgers hitter with three doubles in a game this year, doing it on April
28. Turner not only extended his hitting streak to nine games, Tuesday was his second consecutive
multi-hit game.

HE SAID IT



"Just looking back during the [2017] postseason, I did well, but during the regular season as a reliever, I
was not that good. So I think it's a matter of getting used to this role in a regular-season setting." --
Maeda, on trying to live up to his 2017 relief success in his return to the bullpen.

UP NEXT
Left-hander Hyun-Jin Ryu (3-0, 2.12 ERA) is scheduled to come off the disabled list Wednesday to face
the Giants in the series finale. He was out with a left groin strain and last pitched May 2 against the
Diamondbacks. He will face off against Giants left-hander Derek Holland.

Dozier 'healthy like an ox' after allergy med scare
By Doug Padilla

LOS ANGELES -- Brian Dozier balled his right hand Tuesday afternoon and pounded on his blue T-shirt
with the caricatures of teammates Chase Utley and Enrique Hernandez.

"Heathy like an ox," he said, one day after he was sent to the hospital for an electrocardiogram to test
his heart.

Dozier was pulled from Monday night's game because of dizziness and protocol called for an EKG test
just to be sure. When that showed "irregularities," as manager Dave Roberts called them, further tests
were required.

After tests late Monday and early Tuesday, Dozier was given a clean bill of health and he was back at
second base and in the leadoff spot Tuesday against the San Francisco Giants.

"Coming from Colorado, I had a lot of sinus issues and sickness feeling and stuff so I took a Zyrtec before
the game [Monday] which I don't take any kind of stimulant, any ups, coffee, I don't take any of that
stuff," Dozier said. "And apparently that has a little bit in it, which eventually caught up to me in the
sixth or seventh inning."

The Dodgers' concerns were heightened since closer Kenley Jansen just went on the disabled list with an
irregular heartbeat. It is a condition Dozier knows as well, and it led to some concerns Monday night.

"I've always had an irregular heartbeat like a lot of people do," Dozier said. "And I think that kind of
popped up and the protocol with all the dizziness with that, just get more tests done."

Dozier said he never felt any issues related to his heart, just the dizziness. He said his wife took it all in
stride.

"My wife, she was great," Dozier said. "She came to the test and took a nap when I was in there. And
when I was in there for the tests today, she was at Target shopping, so she was great."

Roberts had no hesitation putting Dozier back in the lineup. His new second baseman is batting .282
with a .590 slugging percentage since joining the Dodgers, crushing three home runs, including one in
Colorado over the weekend.



"He is totally cleared and he feels great today and is obviously in the lineup tonight," Roberts said. "He's
fine."

Wood returns
The Dodgers activated Alex Wood from the 10-day disabled list before his start Tuesday and put right-
hander John Axford on the DL. The Dodgers learned Monday that Axford had a fracture on the tip of his
right fibula.

After dealing with leg cramps earlier in the season, Wood went on the DL two weeks ago with left
adductor tendonitis. In 17 2/3 innings since the All-Star break, Wood was 2-1 with a 1.53 ERA.

Urias, Hudson progressing
Dodgers left-hander Julio Urias will pitch two innings at Class A Advanced Rancho Cucamonga on
Wednesday, plus one batter in the third inning. The extra batter is to get Urias up-and-down one more
time.

Urias, who has not pitched for the Dodgers this season after undergoing left shoulder surgery, is
expected to give the Dodgers bullpen depth down the stretch, likely when rosters expand in September.

Right-hander Daniel Hudson (right forearm tightness) participated in a simulated game Monday
afternoon facing left-handed batters Utley and Max Muncy. Hudson is eligible to come off the DL on
Saturday.

LA TIMES
Andrew Friedman believes Dodgers bullpen will get it together
By Bill Shaikin

This might be small consolation if you are a Dodgers fan, but Andrew Friedman insists he takes the
excruciating defeats just as hard as you do. And then he turns the proverbial page, much as he and his
manager want their players to do.

“I don’t lose well,” he said. “I don’t think my family really enjoys being around me. In that moment, and
for 15 minutes after, I’m a wreck. Then I fight hard to look forward and think ahead to things that are
constructive and productive.”

Friedman, the Dodgers’ president of baseball operations, has come under fan scrutiny as the Dodgers’
bullpen has imploded, not long after the team failed to acquire an impact reliever at the July 31 trade
deadline.

In the first five games since the Dodgers put closer Kenley Jansen on the disabled list, the bullpen has
lost four games — three in the opponents’ final at-bat — and blown a lead in the other game.

“I think this five-day stretch was going to be the most depleted our bullpen was going to be all year,”
Friedman said.

The reinforcements start this week: starters Ross Stripling and Kenta Maeda moved to the bullpen, and
Erik Goeddel activated. More are on the way: Daniel Hudson threw a simulated game Tuesday, Josh
Fields and Julio Urias are on minor league rehabilitation assignments, and Tony Cingrani could join them



soon. Left-hander Manuel Banuelos has been moved to the bullpen at triple-A Oklahoma City and could
get a look in September.

Jansen should be back by then, and the Dodgers have two other reliable relievers in left-handers Scott
Alexander and Caleb Ferguson. The current bullpen also includes Pedro Baez, J.T. Chargois, Dylan Floro
and Zac Rosscup, with John Axford on the disabled list.

“With the guys we have coming back in the ‘pen, and what we expected to be some spillover from our
starting rotation, as we looked ahead to August, September and hopefully October, we had a high bar
for what we were looking to acquire,” Friedman said.

“As it became clear that, in that limited universe of players, nothing was going to line up, we made our
offense even stronger, which does relieve some pressure late in games, if you’re able to tack on runs.
The last 10 games, that hasn’t played out, but I’ll bet on the experience and track records of the guys in
our offense.”

The Dodgers did trade for infielders Manny Machado and Brian Dozier. They scored 21 runs Aug. 2, but
they have scored a total of 29 runs in the 10 games since then.

The Dodgers bullpen is tied for second in the National League in blown save opportunities. Its earned-
run average this month: 7.15.

“I really do believe it will be a strength for us,” Friedman said, “as we start getting guys back and clicking
on all cylinders, as we head into September and hopefully into October.”

Dozier’s dizziness is linked to medication

Dozier was back in the Dodgers’ lineup, with cardiologists clearing him after a round of heart tests
triggered by what the second baseman said was his use of an allergy medication.

After he had sinus discomfort in Denver last weekend, Dozier took a dose of Zyrtec before Monday’s
game. He never had used it and he experienced dizziness, which is listed as one of the possible side
effects.

Dozier left the game and abnormalities in an electrocardiogram administered Monday night resulted in
an appointment for heart tests Tuesday morning, including a treadmill stress test.

“When you’re talking about the ticker, you want to make sure everything’s OK,” Dozier said.

It was. He said he had an irregular heartbeat episode before and was so unconcerned Tuesday that his
wife went shopping while he completed the tests.

He said he did not plan to use Zyrtec again. On the other hand, he said: “At least it cleared out my
sinuses.”

Short hops



Jaime Jarrin has been selected as winner of the third annual Vin Scully Lifetime Achievement Award,
presented by the Southern California Sports Broadcasters. Jarrin, 82, is in his 60th season calling
Dodgers games in Spanish. He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1998. Scully, the
Dodgers’ voice for 67 seasons, was the inaugural winner of the award, followed by Kings broadcaster
Bob Miller. … Stripling, who was expected to be available in relief Tuesday after his move from the
starting rotation to the bullpen, has a sore back muscle.

Dodgers pitcher Kenta Maeda is mum on shift in role

By Dylan Hernandez

What Kenta Maeda didn’t say about his move to the bullpen registered considerably louder than what

he did.

He didn’t say he accepted his new role as a late-inning, high-leverage reliever.

He didn’t say he understood why he was taken out of the rotation.

In fact, speaking before the Dodgers’ 2-1 defeat to the San Francisco Giants on Tuesday night, he barely

said anything at all.

“It’s still the middle of the season, so … ,” Maeda said in Japanese when explaining his refusal to address

the subject.

Was he disgruntled?

“I won’t talk about that,” Maeda said.

The Japanese language allows this to be said a great deal more politely than in English, but that wasn’t a

denial in any tongue.

And so if the Dodgers didn’t already have enough problems with their bullpen, it’s pretty clear their

most capable reliever is pitching under protest. The result Tuesday night was a 2-1 defeat to the San

Francisco Giants, as Maeda gave up three hits and the go-ahead run in the ninth inning.

The game alone shouldn’t be viewed as a sign of trouble. Disagreements over roles are commonplace in

professional sports, and the best of teams survive them. By refusing to air his grievances, Maeda

showed he was willing to place the team’s ambitions ahead of his individual ones. He already

demonstrated that last year, when he overcame the disappointment of a similar change in roles during

the playoffs and excelled as a reliever.



What makes the situation problematic is there is a long-term relationship to consider. When this season

ends, Maeda will still have five years remaining on his contract.

Now, it’s true Maeda signed the incentive-heavy, eight-year, $25-million deal under his own volition.

The right-hander wanted to pitch for the Dodgers, and he accepted what they offered him after a

physical examination showed irregularities with his pitching elbow.

The agreement calls for an annual base salary of $3 million, with an additional $10.15 million in bonuses

based on games started, innings pitched and making the opening day roster. Maeda can earn

significantly more money as a starter than a reliever.

Maeda insisted his previously stated preference to start had nothing to do with that.

“It’s not a case where I want to start because of the contract,” he said. “I’ve been a starter my whole

life.”

He said he wouldn’t feel any different about pitching out of the bullpen if the terms of his deal made it

more lucrative. In that case, so much for the idea of him and the Dodgers reworking his deal over the

offseason, which would probably require the approval of the players’ union.

His resistance is almost certainly founded in something in which a compromise would be harder to

reach: culture.

Though starting pitchers have been devalued in the major leagues by new-age strategies employed by

teams such as the Dodgers, the disparity in status between starters and relievers remains significant in

Japan, where complete games remain relatively common.

And even after a few years in the United States, players such as Maeda continue to view baseball

through the lens of their home country. And the fans at home are the fans they most want to make

proud, which explains why they care more about how they are covered by Japanese news outlets than

their American counterparts.

“I know, with some knowledge of Japanese baseball, what it means to be a starter culturally,” manager

Dave Roberts said.

And no amount of explaining could adequately convey to fans in Japan how much high-leverage

relievers are valued here. Relievers are relievers, an underwhelming role for a right-hander who was

twice named the best starting pitcher in Nippon Professional Baseball.

Ironically, the decision to move Maeda into the bullpen was based in part in the Dodgers’ confidence

that he could be an effective reliever. He’s previously excelled as one. He also posted an earned-run

average of 6.45 in his four starts after the All-Star break.



Maeda could argue that the four starts were a rough stretch in an otherwise solid season. Determined

to remain in the rotation this year, he sharpened his slider and altered the grip of his changeup. He went

into the All-Star break with a 7-5 record and 3.12 earned-run average.

“He feels he’s the best option to make a start every fifth day,” Roberts said. “We want all of our pitchers

to feel that way.”

If Maeda doesn’t feel valued, it’s not because the Dodgers haven’t tried to make him feel that way.

“The last few years, we’ve done things to show our appreciation for him,” Roberts said. “I don’t need to

go to specifics, but there are certain things that we’ve done.”

Such as how they adjusted their plans to let Maeda reach certain incentive benchmarks or provided him

with extra days between starts to help him perform better.

The Dodgers could also point out their investment in him included the $20- million posting fee they paid

the Hiroshima Carp, his team in Japan. And how the terms of their agreement allowed him to collect

almost $13 million as a major league rookie in 2016; he never earned $3 million in any single season in

Japan.

Still, something remains lost in translation.

The Dodgers have to do something about that. Failure to do so won’t result in them losing Maeda in

body, as his contract binds him to them through 2023. But they could eventually lose him in spirit, which

could be as damaging.

Benches clear and the Dodgers' bullpen gives it up yet again in 2-1 loss to Giants

By Bill Shaikin

The game had crept into the seventh inning, another warm and stuffy evening in Los Angeles, the crowd

listless, with no sign of runs or life from the Dodgers.

And then, an explosion of emotion.

A player roared. A team roared to life. A stadium roared to life.

A season on the brink roared back toward October? That one will have to wait.

The ninth inning bit the Dodgers yet again. Kenta Maeda, the Dodgers’ closer du jour, inherited a tie and

took the loss. The Dodgers lost their fifth consecutive game, this one 2-1 to the San Francisco Giants.



Maeda, moved out of the starting rotation to serve the team’s greater need in the bullpen, appeared

out of the bullpen in the ninth inning. He gave up three singles — the last a two-out, run-scoring single

by Alen Hanson — that gave the Giants the winning run.

As closer Kenley Jansen watched from the disabled list, Maeda became the fourth consecutive Dodgers

reliever to lose a game in the ninth inning, following J.T. Chargois, Dylan Floro and Scott Alexander.

It had been five days since the Dodgers had last won, 11 innings since they had last scored.

Yasiel Puig put the fight back in the Dodgers, at least. It was Puig against the Giants, again, but this time

not against Madison Bumgarner. It was here, two years ago, where Bumgarner yelled “Don’t look at me”

at Puig, and the Dodgers immortalized the line on clubhouse T-shirts.

“It doesn’t happen with other teams,” Puig said through an interpreter, “and it doesn’t seem to happen

when we’re in San Francisco. … I’m not going to let them act like that in our house.”

On Tuesday, Puig hit a foul ball, tossed his bat in the air, and grabbed it on the way down with his right

hand. He was frustrated. The expletive he muttered was directed at himself, Dodgers manager Dave

Roberts said, not at the pitcher or catcher.

Nick Hundley, the Giants’ catcher, took exception.

“He told me to stop complaining and get back in the box,” Puig said. “When I got in his face, he told me

to get out of his face, so that’s when I got upset with him.

“I didn’t like that he was telling me what to do, and then he said some words to me in English that I

really can’t repeat.”

Hundley got out of his crouch, stood up and looked directly at Puig.

Puig shoved Hundley in the chest, and the benches cleared, and the brawl was on.

This was a brawl in one place only. Dodgers coach George Lombard put his arms around Hundley and

tried to spin him away from Puig. Roberts and teammates Max Muncy and Manny Machado and Matt

Kemp variously tried to put their bodies between those of Puig and Hundley.

Puig reached over Lombard’s shoulder to get at Hundley. The Dodgers had to wrestle Puig away, the

Giants the same for Hundley. Both players were ejected, and the league will consider suspensions and

fines Wednesday.

“If they suspend me, I think they have to suspend him,” Puig said.

Puig said he would appeal any suspension. Hundley said he did not even believe he should have been

ejected.



“It’s obviously a nice rivalry,” Hundley said. “We had some words and pushed a couple of times and you

saw what happened. There’s really nothing more to it than that.

“That’s stuff that’s said on the field and that’ll be left out there.”

The Dodgers did not score that seventh inning, but they did in the next inning.

Justin Turner doubled, for the third time on this night. Machado singled him home, then rounded first

base and lifted both palms toward the sky. Dodger Stadium might have been about as loud at that

moment as it has been all season.

But Maeda lost, and the Dodgers lost, and the Dodgers are in third place in the National League West.

They are in an average place. Of the 15 teams in the league, seven have a better record, and seven have

a worse record.

The instant thought upon many a brawl is that the team bonding can spark a team revival. On Tuesday,

at least, Roberts wasn’t buying it.

“It’s not as simple as that,” he said.

OC REGISTER

Brian Dozier’s dizzy spell turns out to be a false alarm for Dodgers

By J.P. Hoornstra

LOS ANGELES — Heart problems are nothing to sneeze at, but it turns out Brian Dozier’s dizzy spell

Monday night was not serious.

Dozier was removed after the eighth inning of Monday night’s loss to the San Francisco Giants. A

subsequent EKG test, which measures heart activity, produced an abnormal result.

On Tuesday, Dozier was back in the leadoff spot and able to laugh about the whole incident.

“Coming from Colorado (on Sunday), I had a lot of sinus issues, sickness feelings,” he said. “I took a

Zyrtec before the game. I don’t take any kind of stimulant … coffee, I don’t do that stuff. Apparently

(Zyrtec) has a little bit in it, which caught up to me in the sixth or seventh inning. I became very, very

dizzy.

“That’s when I called it quits for the night. I guess the protocol is to do an EKG.”

Dozier said he had experienced irregular heartbeats all his life, so the EKG result did not cause him to

worry. But he had never taken Zyrtec, the brand name of an antihistamine drug. According to the



manufacturer’s website, some kinds of Zyrtec contain pseudoephedrine, a stimulant, whose side effects

include possible dizziness.

“No more Zyrtec for me,” Dozier said.

The veteran second baseman said the dizziness lifted once he came out of the game.

Coincidentally, Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen was hospitalized with a more serious heart issue last

Thursday in Colorado. This one, however, was merely a false alarm.

INJURY UPDATES

Pitcher John Axford was placed on the 10-day disabled list to make room for Tuesday’s starting pitcher,

Alex Wood. Axford suffered a slight break on the tip of his right fibula Sunday in Colorado when he was

struck by a ground ball. Roberts estimated Axford’s recovery time at 2-3 weeks.

Jansen is still wearing a wireless heart monitor around his chest, five days after he suffered an atrial

fibrillation. He ran sprints and walked the Dodger Stadium warning track, where he usually does his

pregame conditioning run.

Jansen said a hitter would stand in the batter’s box but not swing during his scheduled bullpen session

on Wednesday.

Right-hander Daniel Hudson (right forearm tightness) threw a brief simulated game at Dodger Stadium

on Tuesday.

Julio Urías will make his next rehabilitation start Wednesday for Class-A Rancho Cucamonga. Roberts

said Urías will pitch two complete innings, then face one batter in the third.

Chase Utley (left wrist inflammation) faced live pitching prior to Tuesday’s game. He and Max Muncy

each got several at-bats against minor league pitcher Hunter Speer, a 23-year-old right-hander whom

the Dodgers selected in the June draft.

JARRIN RECOGNIZED

The Southern California Sports Broadcasters organization announced that Spanish-language Dodgers

announcer Jaime Jarrin will become the third recipient of its Vin Scully Lifetime Achievement Award at

the SCSB’s annual awards luncheon, scheduled for Jan. 28, 2019.

Jarrin, 82, began announcing Dodger games in Spanish in 1959. He became the longest-tenured

announcer in major league baseball when Scully retired in 2017 after 67 seasons with the Dodgers.

ALSO

Joc Pederson will bat against a different minor league pitcher prior to Wednesday’s game, Roberts said.

The Dodgers’ left-handed batters, including Pederson and Muncy, are getting relatively few starts this



week by design. … After facing southpaw Derek Holland on Wednesday, the Dodgers are scheduled to

face left-handed pitchers Friday (Wade LeBlanc) and Sunday (Marco Gonzales) in Seattle.

UP NEXT

Dodgers (LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu, 3-0, 2.12 ERA) vs. Giants (LHP Derek Holland, 6-8, 3.97 ERA), Wednesday, 7

p.m., KTLA/5, SportsNet LA (where available), MLB Network (out of market only)

Benches clear and Dodgers’ bullpen falters again in 2-1 loss to Giants

By J.P. Hoornstra

LOS ANGELES — If you can’t get even, get mad.

Yasiel Puig’s open-palmed slap of San Francisco Giants catcher Nick Hundley sparked a fracas in the

seventh inning of the Dodgers’ 2-1 loss Tuesday night. The benches cleared, the bullpens emptied, and

both Puig and Hundley were ejected.

If only the Dodgers’ offense showed the same fight.

Tied 1-1 going into the ninth inning, a different Dodgers reliever allowed the go-ahead run for the fourth

consecutive game.

This time, converted starter Kenta Maeda was the victim. He allowed back-to-back singles by Evan

Longoria and Brandon Belt to begin the final inning. When Austin Slater bunted a pitch back to Maeda

(7-8), the pitcher wheeled and threw to third base to force out Longoria. Steven Duggar struck out

swinging for the second out.

But Alen Hansen, playing in place of injured shortstop Brandon Crawford, punched an RBI single into

center field for the second time in the game. Belt scored all the way from second base, sliding home

safely when catcher Yasmani Grandal allowed Kiké Hernandez’s throw to glance off his mitt before he

could apply a tag at home plate.

The Dodgers (64-57) have lost five straight, falling into sole possession of third place in the National

League West. The first-place Arizona Diamondbacks (66-55) and second-place Colorado Rockies (64-55)

both won earlier in the day.

The Dodgers’ search for answers to familiar questions continued.

“It’s tough to embrace a role that’s different from what I’m used to do,” Maeda said through his

interpreter. “The biggest thing is that we lost and that’s something I regret.”

Maeda was bumped from the starting rotation this week, along with Ross Stripling, to accommodate the

returns of Alex Wood and Hyun-Jin Ryu from the disabled list. It was Stripling, in fact, who Manager



Dave Roberts originally expected to pitch out of the bullpen Tuesday night. Stripling had not started in

five days; Maeda had not started in four.

Through his interpreter, Maeda said this was his expectation as well.

But Stripling awoke Tuesday with lingering lower back stiffness. It did not improve during the day, and

Stripling was ultimately not available to pitch. He said he will meet with Dr. Robert Watkins, a back

specialist, on Wednesday.

Maeda was pressed into action.

“We talked before the game with (Roberts) and there was a possibility I might pitch (Tuesday),” Maeda

said. “Until that meeting, I wasn’t thinking of pitching so I did not prepare throughout the day to do so.”

That Maeda was charged with preserving a 1-1 tie at all reflected the Dodgers’ struggling offense.

Giants pitcher Andrew Suarez threw six shutout innings, allowing a pair of doubles by Justin Turner and

no other hits. Turner finished 3 for 4 with three doubles, which tied a career high. Until Manny Machado

followed Turner’s final double of the night with an RBI single in the eighth inning, the rest of the

Dodgers’ lineup was 0 for 23.

Cody Bellinger mustered an infield single against Giants pitcher Will Smith in the bottom of the ninth

inning. That was the last of the Dodgers’ five hits, as Smith came back to strike out Grandal and Max

Muncy to end the game.

Wood allowed only one run over five innings but left in line for the loss. Perhaps his greatest sin was

needing 92 pitches to complete the task; the left-hander allowed three hits, walked only one batter and

struck out six. Roberts did not want to send Wood out for the sixth inning following a 10-day layoff.

Suarez joined a long line of lefties who have befuddled the Dodgers. The past 11 southpaw starters to

face the Dodgers have a combined 1.98 earned-run average over 63-2/3 innings. Suarez, a 25-year-old

rookie, walked three batters and struck out four.

The Dodgers were trailing 1-0 when the brawl began benignly. Puig fouled off a 1-and-1 slider from

Giants pitcher Tony Watson. He looked frustrated as he turned away from home plate after the pitch.

Hundley and Puig started talking to each other, and the conversation grew heated. Puig slapped

Hundley’s facemask before home plate umpire Eric Cooper could intervene, prompting both benches

and bullpens to spill onto the field.

“When I missed the pitch I thought it was going to be the best pitch I would get,” Puig said through his

interpreter. “(Hundley) told me to stop complaining and step back in the box. … I didn’t like that he was

telling me what to do.”



Puig chased Hundley into foul territory behind home plate despite the intervention of several

teammates and coaches. Ultimately, Dodgers first base coach George Lombard spun Hundley to the

ground and cooler heads prevailed, but not before Puig offered one final slap to the mask.

“He just kept coming after me and kept complaining,” Puig said. “I wasn’t going to let them disrespect

our house.”

Puig said he did not want to repeat Hundley’s comments. Neither did Hundley, when given a chance

after the game.

“That’s stuff that’s said on the field,” Hundley said. “That’ll be left out there.”

Cooper was no more elucidating. Asked by a pool reporter why Puig and Hundley were ejected, the

umpire offered the same response about each player: “Watch the tape. You’ll see why he had to be

ejected.”

The Dodgers needed more than an emotional spark to end their woes. They loaded the bases in the first

inning against Suarez, but could not score. As sometimes happens, the Giants answered with a run in the

very next inning.

Longoria was hit by a two-strike fastball from Wood. Hundley singled, sending Longoria to second. Wood

struck out Slater and Duggar, but Hanson pounced on a first-pitch changeup for a single to center field,

scoring Longoria.

J.T. Chargois pitched a scoreless sixth inning before handing the ball to Caleb Ferguson for the last two

outs in the seventh. Dylan Floro pitched around a double by Chase d’Arnaud in a scoreless eighth inning.

The ninth inning again proved to be the Dodgers’ undoing.

With Kenley Jansen out until at least next Monday as he recovers from an atrial fibrillation, the Dodgers’

search for a closer will continue.

“I think we’ve shown the last two years that we have phases like this, where we get cold all around,”

Wood said. “We’ve seen this before and we’ve come out of it.”

Overwatch League: LA Gladiators team up with Rams, Surefour to throw first pitch at Dodger game

By James H. Williams

Lane “Surefour” Roberts of the Los Angeles Gladiators will throw out the first pitch before the Dodgers’

August 22 game against the St. Louis Cardinals at Dodger Stadium.

“I will say I am kind of nervous because I never really played baseball,” Roberts said. “I am more nervous

than some Overwatch League matches.”



The Dodgers will host an Overwatch League Night to kickoff the esports league’s inaugural All-Star

Weekend. With the purchase of a special event ticket, fans will receive an exclusive Overwatch League

Dodgers shirt.

The All-Star festivities will take place at the Blizzard Arena in Burbank Saturday, August 25, with a series

of custom skill matches and Sunday, August 26, when the Atlantic and Pacific All-Stars go head-to-head

in a traditional match.

A group of contest winners were split into teams along with members of the Gladiators and the Los

Angeles Rams, both teams owned by Stan Kroenke, to play Overwatch at UC Irvine’s esports arena.

The Rams were represented by four members of its defense (Samson Ebukam, Sebastian Joseph-Day,

Kevin Peterson and Ramon Richards) and the Gladiators were represented by Roberts, Ted “Silkthread”

Wang, Luis “iRemiix” Galarza Figueroa and Joao Pedro “Hydration” Veloso de Goes Telles.

It may have been Ebukam’s first time playing Overwatch but that didn’t steer him from exploring

unfamiliar territory.

“That was definitely my first time (play Overwatch),” Ebukam said. “I had to ask what game I could

compare it to and they compared it to Destiny. That is my favorite game so this shouldn’t be too bad.”

While the Rams did not have practice Tuesday, which are held at UC Irvine, that did not stop Ebukam

from having a competitive mindset against some of the Overwatch League’s best players.

“The one round we lost I was kind of mad,” Ebukam said about how competitive he is at video games. “I

was trying not to talk smack because I don’t even know what I am doing (on Overwatch).”

The linebacker believes he did better than teammate Kevin Peterson, who played on the opposing team

that featured Surefour and iRemiix. Peterson, a cornerback for the Rams, will miss the season after he

tore his ACL in Thursday’s preseason opener against the Baltimore Ravens.

TRUE BLUE LA

Dodgers drop fifth straight with familiar script

By Ryan Walton

The Dodgers can’t buy a win right now. Their bullpen — given little room for error again — surrendered

another ninth inning run to follow the script that has played itself out over the past few days.

Strong starting pitching, followed by a struggling bullpen that gives up the lead, with the offense giving

nearly no support.

It was the fifth straight night Los Angeles came out on the losing end, falling to the Giants by the score of

2-1.



The loss drops the Dodgers to third place outright, two games behind the Diamondbacks in the NL West

and one game behind the Rockies.

Managing just two hits — both by Justin Turner — against San Francisco starter Andrew Suarez, the

Dodgers were down 1-0 in the eighth. With two outs, Turner doubled for the third time on the night to

give Manny Machado a shot at tying the game.

It would happen on the very next pitch with a line drive to left field, scoring Turner from second, waking

up a quiet Dodger Stadium. After Machado stole second, Kiké Hernandez would strike out to end the

threat.

Hernandez is now 7-for-49 (.143) when hitting in the cleanup spot this year.

In an all to familiar scene in the ninth, Kenta Maeda allowed two singles in his first relief appearance

since joining the bullpen. Maeda battled back to eliminate a sacrifice bunt, getting the out at third, then

striking out Steven Duggar. That brought Alen Hanson to the plate.

Hanson, who already singled in the Giants only run to that point back in the second inning, smacked a

single to center. With Brandon Belt running and Hernandez throwing in center, the Dodgers had a shot

to get out of the inning. But Hernandez sailed it to the right of Grandal and the Dodger catcher couldn't

hold on to get him.

There may have been further damage if it weren't for Austin Slater trying to score behind Belt after the

ball skipped away from Grandal. Maeda quickly jumped on it and tossed it to Grandal to nab Slater.

The Dodgers had another shot in the ninth when Cody Bellinger legged out an infield single and stole

second. But lefty Will Smith struck out Grandal and pinch-hitter Max Muncy to seal the game.

Alex Wood held the Giants to one run over five innings in his return from the disabled list. It wasn’t

nearly enough for an offense that has scored just 30 runs over the last 11 games.

The “Brawl”

Things went a little sideways in the bottom of the seventh when Yasiel Puig got into it with catcher Nick

Hundley. Puig had yelled an expletive after missing what he thought was a pitch he should’ve handled.

Hundley said something in Puig’s direction and the Dodger outfielder didn’t shy away from contact.

Up Next

The Dodgers look to avoid the sweep when they send Hyun-jin Ryu (3-0, 2.12) to the mound to face

Derek Holland (6-8, 3.97)

Tuesday particulars

Home runs: none



WP - Sam Dyson (3-2): 1 IP, 2 hits, 1 run, 1 strikeout

LP - Maeda (7-8): 1 IP, 3 hits, 1 run, 1 strikeout

SV - Will Smith (10): 1 IP, 1 hit, 2 strikeouts

Santana slams Quakes to another win

By Craig Minami

The Quakes and Loons extended their winning streaks while tough losses for Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

Player of the day

Cristian Santana hit a walk-off grand slam to give the Quakes a 13-9 win. Santana went 4-for-6 and drove

in six runs on Tuesday. Santana is tied for the league lead with 21 home runs and his 96 RBI leads the

league by a wide margin.

Triple-A Oklahoma City

The Dodgers were unable to produce any runs in their 1-0 ten-inning loss to the Omaha Storm Chasers

(Royals). In the bottom of the tenth, the Storm Chasers were able to use two outs to score the winning

run.

The winning rally saw the Storm Chasers get a ground out to first that moved their runner on second to

third base. Jack Lopez hit a sacrifice fly to right to score the winning run.

Prior to that, the Dodgers got a excellent start from Daniel Corcino. Corcino pitched seven innings and

gave up two hits and three walks. He also struck out four.

Alex Verdugo and Donovan Solano each had two hits but the Dodgers would go 0-for-8 with runners in

scoring position.

Double-A Tulsa

The Drillers fell behind early and could not catch up in their 10-6 loss to the Corpus Christi Hooks

(Astros). Trailing 8-0, the Drillers got within three runs but were unable to close the gap anymore.

Justin DeFratus started for Tulsa and he pitched four innings and he gave up eight runs (five earned) and

nine hits.

Keibert Ruiz hit two home runs and drove in four runs. Ruiz has started August well, in 43 plate

appearances, he is hitting .375/.419/.525.

Class-A Rancho Cucamonga



The Quakes took an early lead and then saw the Lake Elsinore Storm (Padres) comeback to tie the game.

With the game tied 9-9 in the ninth inning, the Quakes loaded the bases with two outs and then Cristian

Santana won the game with a walk-off grand slam.

Santana hit his 21st home run that tied him for the league lead and his 96 RBI leads the league by over

twenty RBI.

Edwin Uceta made his second start for the Quakes he pitched well. In 5⅔ innings, Uceta gave up two 

runs on two solo home runs. Those were the only hits he allowed. Uceta struck out ten and walked

three.

Santana had four hits, Omar Estevez, Cody Thomas and Hamlet Marte each had three hits. Carlos Rincon

hit two doubles and drove in two runs.

Class-A Great Lakes

The Loons scored five runs in the first inning and held off the Dayton Dragons (Reds) for a 7-6 win. The

win extended their winning streak to seven games and they are just a half game out of playoff berth.

Alfredo Tavarez started the game for the Loons and he pitched five innings. Tavarez gave up five runs

and three hits. Darien Nunez and Melvin Jiminez each pitched two innings with Jiminez getting his

second save.

Deacon Liput scored twice and had three hits. Drew Avans had two hits and drove in two runs.

Pioneer-Rookie Ogden

The Raptors put together a 19-hit attack to beat the Great Falls Voyagers (White Sox) 10-5 win on

Tuesday. All nine batters in the lineup had at least one hit with seven of them having multi-hit games.

Eric Peterson went 4-for-4 and Ramon Rodriguez had three hits.

Kevin Malisheski won his third game, he pitched five innings and gave up three runs and four hits.

Arizona-Rookie AZL Dodgers

The AZL Dodgers and AZL Mariners game was suspended after the top of the fourth inning. Josh Fields

made his third rehab appearance, he pitched one inning and gave up no hits or walks.

Transactions

Double-A: Tulsa placed outfielder Tyler Goeddel on the temporarily inactive list. Tulsa activated right-

handed pitcher Andrew Sopko from the 7-day disabled list.

Class-A: Rancho Cucamonga activated right-handed pitcher Jordan Sheffield from the 7-day disabled list.

Rookie: Oklahoma City sent infielder Matt Beaty on a rehab assignment to AZL Dodgers.



Tuesday’s scores

Omaha 1, Oklahoma City 0 (10)

Corpus Christi 10, Tulsa 6

Rancho Cucamonga 13, Lake Elsinore 9

Great Lakes 7, Dayton 6

Ogden 10, Great Falls 5

AZL Dodgers 2, AZL Mariners 0 (Suspended - Rain)

DSL Dodgers Guerrero 5, DSL Indians/Brewers 4

Wednesday’s schedule

4:05 p.m. PT: Great Lakes (TBD) vs. Bowling Green [Rays] (TBD)

5:00 p.m.: AZL Dodgers at AZL Royals

5:05 p.m.: Oklahoma City (Kyle Lobstein) at Omaha (Arnaldo Hernandez)

5:05 p.m.: Tulsa (Ben Holmes) vs. Corpus Christi (Brock Dykxhoorn)

6:00 p.m.: Ogden (Caleb Sampen) at Great Falls (Codi Heuer)

7:00 p.m.: AZL Dodgers vs. AZL Royals

7:05 p.m.: Rancho Cucamonga (Julio Urias) vs. Lake Elsinore (TBD)

DODGER INSIDER

Rich Hill: In a perfect world

By Cary Osborne

During every start, Rich Hill is on a relentless pursuit of perfection.

Every pitch means something, no matter where he is or what kind of game he’s pitching in.

Hill was outstanding during a rehab appearance May 10, 2017, pitching against Single-A hitters in San

Jose. In five shutout innings, he allowed no hits and struck out three. But he walked three and hit a pair

of batters.



On that day, Will Smith, now one of the Dodgers’ top catching prospects, caught Hill — a man 15 years 

his senior. He recalls Hill’s, call it “passion,” when he threw a pitch that didn’t feel right coming out of his

hand.

“He was cussing on the mound at some bad pitches he threw,” Smith recalls. “If a pitch came out of his

hand wrong, he was not happy with it. He was going to make sure the next pitch was better and to what

he expected and wanted in a pitch.

“He’s a super competitive person, and whenever he’s in a competitive situation he wants to win no

matter who he’s going up against. I think that’s what separates him from other people. He doesn’t care

if you’re the best in the world or Joe Schmoe, he’s going to try and get you out.”

To listen to Hill speak about his finite approach to pitching is telling of his results as a Dodger. He’s an

eloquent, detail-oriented professor of pitching, willing to speak about all aspects of the craft, from

where his feet land on a mound to how a high-spinning curveball thrown sidearm deceives.

Since he was acquired in a non-waiver trade deadline deal from Oakland on Aug. 1, 2016, Hill has a 3.21

ERA and 1.13 WHIP as a Dodger. Since that point, Hill’s ERA is eighth best in the National League

(minimum 250 innings) and he is fifth in WHIP. He is fourth in strikeouts per nine innings at 10.49.

Clearly, and quietly, he’s been one of the best pitchers in the league. And much of the credit goes to his

dogged pursuit of perfection.

“What is perfection?” Hill asks. “I really think it’s refining that moment, staying in that moment. It might

not come out as what it says in the box score, but if the ball can come out of your hand every way you

want it to every time you get the opportunity to pitch, that’s as close to perfection as I can get. The

more times you can do that, the more success you can have.”

The moment Hill stepped into the Dodger clubhouse after being traded, his reputation was immediately

known. It was said that Hill pitched with a level of intensity that rivaled Clayton Kershaw’s.

Dodger broadcaster Joe Davis has described Hill’s demeanor on the mound as a controlled rage. Dodger

pitching coach Rick Honeycutt describes him as both a fierce competitor and great teammate.

“He’s in a different zone,” Honeycutt says. “When he’s in his groove, he’s at a different level than most

people. There’s no holding back in him. He’s going to give you everything he has as long as he’s out

there.”

Hill is demonstrative and audible.

His outing on June 29 was a perfect example. In the seventh inning with the score tied 1–1 against the

Rockies at Dodger Stadium, Hill was pitching a gem. But he was laboring to get out of the frame and

surrendered a two-out single to Rockies pitcher Tyler Anderson on his 110th pitch. Hill kicked the mound

behind the rubber and let out, let’s call it, a “passionate” word on the mound.



Dodger manager Dave Roberts likes the emotion because Hill, a 14-year veteran, knows how to harness

it.

“Rich’s compete is like no other, and he has put so much conviction into every single pitch, so whether it

goes good or bad he shows a lot of emotion, but he can still regroup and has the ability to rest for the

next pitch or the next moment,” Roberts says.

Even if Hill retired Anderson, the moment would be fleeting. To Hill, baseball is, in a way, like a

marathon with no finish line.

“You’re trying to achieve perfection and knowing you’re never going to reach it. Think about that?” Hill

acknowledges. “You have to be a little sane to continue to havethat pursuit because in the back of your

head you feel it’s always attainable, but you may never earn it.”

To Hill, much of this pursuit is the result of being given a second life in baseball. His is a well-told story —

 coming up to the big leagues at 25, out of the big leagues and pitching for the independent Atlantic 

League’s Long Island Ducks and truly finding himself as a Major League pitcher in his late 30s.

Since turning 35 years old, the 38-year-old has a 2.87 ERA, 1.07 WHIP, 144 ERA+ and is averaging 10.6

K/9 through his 15th start of 2018. Hill is one of three starting pitchers in the last 25 years to throw at

least 350 innings and have an ERA+ higher than 140 after turning 35. The others are Hall of Famers John

Smoltz and Randy Johnson. Hill and Johnson are the only two in the last quarter century to have a K/9

higher than 10.5.

Hill attributes much of this success to his second chance, will and determination.

“I feel fortunate that I’ve gotten to this point in my career,” he says. “It’s a privilege to be here, but I put

the emphasis on I have to earn this, not just go ahead and say I can attain this. That’s where you sit back

and become satisfied — if you want to use the word lazy. It’s easy if you go 10 steps ahead. It only takes 

one day, where for example if you’re on a diet and you want to have a cheat day and then that cheat

day becomes two days, three days, four days. If you keep sliding, you lose that discipline. That scares the

hell out of me.”

With all this intensity in his work, Hill can’t be described as tightly wound off the mound. He’s affable

and has a great sense of humor. This was the same guy who during Game 2 of the 2017 National League

Division Series held a cardboard sign in the Dodger dugout imploring the crowd to “Make Some Noise.”

And Hill is an everyman. During an August pregame, he shagged balls in the infield and tossed nearly

every one he grabbed to a group of kids, then came down to the Dodger dugout and stopped on his way

to the clubhouse and spoke to a security guard for 10 minutes — mostly about his alma mater, the 

University of Michigan.

With age, Hill says he’s been able to compartmentalize. Easygoing Rich is reserved for home. Intense

Rich is on a mound.



And that latter Rich has been the closest to single-game perfection since Washington’s Max Scherzer

lost a perfect game against the Pittsburgh Pirates with two outs in the ninth inning on June 20, 2015, by

hitting a batter. Hill took a perfect game into the ninth inning in Pittsburgh on Aug. 23, 2017, only to lose

it to the leadoff batter Jordy Mercer on an error at third base. It was the only time in big league history

an error had ended a perfect game in the ninth inning.

Perfection in baseball is fleeting. But the nearly impossible search for it carries Hill and keeps him

motivated. He does it for his craft, but he also does it because younger players might be watching — so 

when his final pitch is thrown, it may not be perfection he has accomplished, but it will be satisfaction.

“There’s a lot of stuff I’ve been able to refine and focus on and take advantage of. Understanding

delayed gratification, the concept of time — it’s the most valuable commodity we do have and I’m trying 

to make the most out of it,” he says. “I’m 38. I don’t know when that clock is up for playing Major

League Baseball, or baseball period. But I want to make the most of it while I can and make an impact on

younger guys and help them out.”

Injury Updates: Dozier back in lineup Tuesday after bout of dizziness

By Rowan Kavner

Brian Dozier is back in the starting lineup Tuesday after leaving Monday’s game with dizziness.

Dozier said he was dealing with sinus issues during the club’s trip to Colorado and took medicine to

combat the problems before Monday’s game in Los Angeles, which he believes contributed to the issues

he felt against the Giants.

After the game, Dozier said the protocol is to get an EKG. Though that came back abnormal, Dozier said

he’s always had an irregular heartbeat and further tests revealed no issues. After the game, he was

already feeling better and wasn’t dealing with any other types of symptoms.

“Came back healthy as an ox,” Dozier said. “Obviously peace of mind, all the tests were extremely good.

But no more Zyrtec for me.”

The Dodger second baseman has a 1.018 OPS since joining the club this month. He’s also led the the

Dodgers in every slashline category with runners in scoring position this month.

Knowing how in tune he is with his body and health — and that he rarely takes medicine and doesn’t 

drink coffee or take any other sort of stimulant — he said he knew the medicine likely played a role in 

the dizziness.

He was smiling in the Dodger clubhouse Tuesday and joked that at least his sinuses are cleared up now.

“When you’re talking about the ticker, you want to make sure everything’s OK,” Dozier said.



Axford to DL, Wood reinstated

To make room for Alex Wood, who was reinstated from the 10-day disabled list before his start Tuesday,

reliever John Axford was placed on the 10-day DL with a fractured right fibula.

While throwing two scoreless innings Sunday in Colorado, Axford took a comebacker off his right leg

that’s expected to sideline him for a couple weeks.

“It’s a blow, and Ax was throwing the ball well,” said manager Dave Roberts. “This is something kind of

random to hit him in a spot to get a fracture, and to be out some time is disappointing I know for him.

Where we’re at in the pen, those quality innings certainly will be missed.”

Wood returns after missing the last nine Dodger games with left adductor tendonitis. In his last start

Aug. 3, Wood allowed one run in six innings against the Astros. Since the All-Star break, the lefty is 2–1

with a 1.53 ERA.

Quick Hits:

 Julio Urías will throw two innings and will face one batter in the third inning Wednesday in an

appearance with Single-A Rancho Cucamonga. Roberts described it as a big step to go up and

down three times. His next appearance after that is to be determined.

 Ross Stripling is dealing with muscle soreness in his back, according to Roberts. Stripling is

getting treatment and still may be available out of the bullpen Tuesday.

After ejections, Dodgers come back late before another ninth-inning defeat

By Rowan Kavner

Benches cleared seemingly out of nowhere, with Dodger outfielder Yasiel Puig and Giants catcher Nick

Hundley at the center of the fracas in the seventh inning Tuesday night.

A brief brawl behind home plate seemed to energize a crowd looking for a reason to get excited without

a Dodger run to that point. An inning later, nearly 47,000 fans erupted as Manny Machado delivered an

RBI single to tie the game before the dreaded ninth inning put a lid on the elation.

The Giants answered back, as the Dodgers dropped a fifth straight game, this time suffering a 2–1 loss

that marked a fourth straight defeat in which the Dodgers’ opponent went ahead in the ninth.

“Obviously, it’s been a struggle as of late,” said starter Alex Wood, who allowed one run in five innings.

“But big picture in mind, I think that we’ve shown, not just here but the last two years, that we get in

phases like this — as a whole, offensively, defensively, pitching — to where we kind of go cold all around. 

I think it’s something where we’ve seen this before, and we always come out of it. And when we do, it’s



scary. Obviously, the time is now and you hope that that happens sooner than later, but just trying to

keep things in perspective and understand we’ve got a month and a half of baseball left.”

The brouhaha began after words were exchanged between Puig and Hundley with two outs in the

seventh. Puig fouled off a pitch, then grabbed at his bat as he walked out of the batter’s box.

“From what I understand, Yasiel was frustrated and yelled out an expletive when he swung and miss,”

said manager Dave Roberts. “He thought it was a pitch he could handle, and Hundley had something to

say about it.”

Puig said when he missed the pitch, Hundley told him to stop complaining and get back in the box.

“I didn’t like that he was telling me what to do,” Puig said through a translator. “He said some words to

me in English that I really can’t repeat, so I was upset.”

Puig said these incidents don’t happen with other teams and they don’t seem to happen in San

Francisco.

“It usually seems to happen when we’re here, and I’m not going to let them act like that in our house,”

Puig said.

Roberts said Hundley voiced his displeasure with Puig complaining about pitches and that Puig’s

reputation might’ve played a role. He said that while Puig is very emotional, there was no intent from his

outfielder to embarrass Giants reliever Tony Watson.

“I’m certain of that,” Roberts said.

Both Puig and Hundley were ejected in a game that was 1–0 at the time. An inning later, Justin Turner

laced his third double of the night. To that point, those were the Dodgers’ only three hits of the day.

The rest of the Dodgers had trouble finding luck with hard-hit contact. A 102.8 mph line drive with an 83

percent hit probability by Brian Dozier in the fifth inning resulted in a lineout. A 108.3 mph grounder

with a 67 percent hit probability by Machado in the sixth inning resulted in a groundout. A 109.1 mph

line drive with a 92 percent hit probability by Matt Kemp in the sixth ended in a lineout.

The Dodgers made plays all night defensively to keep the game close. There was a barehanded play by

Machado at shortstop and diving stops by Dozier at second and Kemp in left field.

Finally, with Turner at second in the eighth, the Dodgers came through with the game-tying hit by

Machado. The crowd went wild.

“To see JT have a huge night and to get a big hit off a tough right-hander and to see Manny come

through in that spot with two outs, obviously there’s a lot of emotion right there,” Roberts said.



J.T. Chargois, Caleb Ferguson and Dylan Floro combined to throw scoreless innings in the sixth, seventh

and eighth, allowing the Dodgers time to tie it up. They didn’t have Ross Stripling available out of the

bullpen as he dealt with a tight back. Stripling said after a bullpen session Sunday, he woke up feeling

stiff yesterday. He described himself as iffy for Wednesday but is hopeful it’s not anything that will keep

him out long term.

The latest reliever to get a chance in the ninth inning with Kenley Jansen out was the newest member of

the bullpen, Kenta Maeda. After allowing the first two Giants to reach, he got the next two out.

In stepped Alen Hanson, who had the only San Francisco RBI on the night. He added another on a hit to

center field. The throw from Kiké Hernández ran toward the first-base side and popped out of catcher

Yasmani Grandal’s glove, as Brandon Belt came in to score.

“The result isn’t what we want, but our guys fought their tails off,” he said.

It will be Hyun-Jin Ryu on the mound Wednesday making his first start since May 2 looking to dig the

Dodgers out of their first five-game losing streak since May 10–16, when they lost six in a row.
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Different night, same story for a Jansen-less Dodgers bullpen

By Fabian Ardaya

LOS ANGELES — From the moment Kenley Jansen’s heart began to flutter on Thursday morning in

Denver, the Dodgers’ bullpen has become a tragedy in six parts.

Each day has seen a different strategy trot up out to the mound from the bullpen gate, and each day has

led to the dam breaking over the course of the final three innings. Tuesday was a familiar story, a late,

painful, costly run in the ninth unraveling eight innings of serviceable play. This time, it was Kenta

Maeda who took the loss and the guilt for a 2-1 loss to the Giants.

There is no ready-made Jansen replacement. The shoes are quite large to fill for one of the game’s best

closers, particularly for a club already struggling to find a means to get from their strong starting

pitching to the end of games.

Those called upon to do it last year — Brandon Morrow, Tony Watson, Luis Avilán — are now elsewhere.

Tom Koehler, the main name signed to replace them, will not pitch this season. Josh Fields and Tony

Cingrani remain on the disabled list, with Julio Urías still battling his way back. Urías will make his second

rehab start at Rancho Cucamonga on Wednesday, going two innings and an additional batter in the

third, but hasn’t pitched in over a year and is still looking to regain his velocity.

The Dodgers and manager Dave Roberts, with depth in a starting rotation suddenly all getting healthy,

looked to bolster their ’pen by deploying Maeda and Ross Stripling as relievers, as both had done

successfully in the past. So far, that runway toward a successful bullpen hasn’t had a successful takeoff.



Maeda entered in a tied game in the ninth, his first time coming out of the bullpen since July 15 and in

his highest-leverage spot since Game 6 of last year’s World Series. The right-hander had a 0.84 ERA in

last year’s postseason, though the move from the rotation to the bullpen comes conveniently before

incentive-based bonuses for starts in his contract were set to start ramping up.

“It’s tough trying to embrace a role that you’re not used to doing,” Maeda said through interpreter Will

Ireton.

He became the latest Dodgers reliever to concede a costly late run. He yielded a pair of soft singles

before Alen Hanson dumped a single over Brian Dozier’s glove at second base, Evan Longoria sliding in

as Kiké Hernández’s throw from center squirted out of Yasmani Grandal’s glove.

“I thought that tonight, he was just a victim of soft contact,” Roberts said.

Pedro Báez on Thursday. Zac Rosscup on Friday. J.T. Chargois on Saturday. Dylan Floro on Sunday. Scott

Alexander on Monday. Each has attempted to bring stability, to get critical outs in tight games. Each

have faltered.

Through now six games without their All-Star closer, the Dodgers’ bullpen has yielded 15 runs, good for

an unwieldy 7.88 ERA. Their starters, including Alex Wood’s five innings of one-run ball Tuesday, in that

time have posted a 1.92 ERA. The Dodgers have lost five of those six games, dropping to third in the

National League West.

Maeda wasn’t even supposed to pitch Tuesday. As he plotted ahead to have Stripling and Maeda

assimilate to the bullpen, Roberts aimed to have Stripling “piggyback” Wood on Tuesday, taking the final

four innings, while Maeda assumed a higher-leverage role beginning Wednesday. As fate would have it,

they would have to deviate from that plan.

Stripling, a first-time All-Star this year with a 2.62 ERA in large part due to his work as a starter, tossed a

bullpen before Sunday’s game in Denver following his Thursday start. He then boarded a plane to Los

Angeles and had a late dinner. For two hours during that dinner, he sat at a high-top table, his back

stiffening.

He woke up Monday morning with the discomfort strong throughout his back, though he wouldn’t

directly pinpoint a cause or trigger. Unavailable to pitch anyway, he hoped rest would alleviate the

stiffness. He woke up Tuesday better, but not great, the sensation returning in waves and leaving him

unable to pitch in the loss. He will go Wednesday morning to see Dr. Robert Watkins, the same doctor

who tended to Clayton Kershaw’s back issues earlier this season, to be evaluated and make sure there is

no structural damage, though Stripling felt confident it would simply be a short-term issue.

In the meantime, Stripling likely won’t be an option for bullpen thirsting for consistency.



“Pitching is something that can really piss off your back, so better safe than sorry for a couple days,”

Stripling said.

Maeda will remain a late-game option, Roberts said. Fields threw in minor league games in a rehab stint

this week. Daniel Hudson threw a simulated inning on Wednesday, facing Chase Utley and Max Muncy

at Dodger Stadium four hours before first pitch. Jansen, who likely will need a second procedure to

address his atrial fibrillation this offseason, has a check-up with his cardiologist in a week — if all goes

well, maybe he can return shortly thereafter. The Dodgers’ bullpen issues could easily begin to self-

correct with time, though it is dwindling and the Diamondbacks, Rockies and even the Giants are waiting

for no one.

Another late meltdown by the Dodgers and Yasiel Puig against the rival Giants

By Pedro Moura

The fourth in a five-year series of spats between Yasiel Puig and the San Francisco Giants sparked for as

hollow a reason as the other three.

Up one run in Tuesday’s seventh inning at Dodger Stadium, Giants reliever Tony Watson wanted his 1-1

slider to sweep through the strike zone. Instead, it hung over the middle, and Puig swung hard at it.

Puig fouled it back and let out a loud expletive. Hearing that, Giants catcher Nick Hundley took

exception, and, according to Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, told Puig to stop complaining. Hundley

declined to comment on what he said. Whatever it was angered Puig, and he responded not with words

but with a push. At that, the Dodgers and Giants emptied onto the field from benches and bullpens.

Most of the players and coaches attempted to mediate. Roberts tried desperately to stop Puig from

chasing after Hundley. Puig pushed Roberts away and reached out, fire in his eyes, to slap Hundley. First-

base coach George Lombard then tackled Hundley to the dirt, inches in front of the first row of seats.

Play was delayed for eight minutes. For most of that, the umpiring crew conferred, ultimately ejecting

both Puig and Hundley. Crew chief Eric Cooper deferred to the tape when asked what influenced his

decision to punish both players.

“There was something being said at the plate,” Cooper said. “Puig stepped up to Hundley, and then Puig

pushed him. It looked like Hundley may have pushed back. The fight started.”

Puig has had myriad issues with the Giants dating back five seasons now. It began in May 2014, when he

launched a home run to straightaway center field off of Madison Bumgarner. He jogged at no hurry

around the bases. As he neared home plate, Bumgarner shouted at him, and Puig shouted back. Later

that season, Bumgarner hit Puig in the foot with a pitch, and Puig charged at him, shouting with

abandon. Benches and bullpens cleared, but no punches were thrown.



Then, in September 2016, Bumgarner retired Puig on an inning-ending chopper back to him, and

shouted in celebration as he walked off the field. Puig asked him what he said, and it devolved from

there as benches cleared again. The Dodgers quickly screen-printed T-shirts sporting the catchphrase

Bumgarner shouted at Puig: “Don’t look at me.”

Puig was not suspended for his previous bouts with the Giants, though MLB did fine him for his role in

the Dodgers’ brawl with the Diamondbacks during his second week in the big leagues. This time, Puig is

likely to miss time as a result of hitting Hundley.

“If they suspend me, I think they have to suspend him,” Puig said through interpreter Jesus Quiñonez.

“I’m just going to let my agent do his job.”

Puig said it bothered him that the Giants have only taken issue with his actions during games at Dodger

Stadium.

“It doesn’t happen with other teams, and it doesn’t seem to happen when we’re in San Francisco,” Puig

said. “I’m not going to let them act like that in our house.”

Puig, 27, had settled into a role as a solid yet unspectacular contributor to the Dodgers this season. He

has hit well enough, particularly lately, and provided capable defense in right field. He keeps relatively

quiet in the clubhouse, often using headphones to watch telenovelas. Still, signs of his continued

immaturity appear.

He hurt his oblique in July by swinging too hard on consecutive pitches. That forced him to the disabled

list. And he has showed up late on several occasions. Just Tuesday, in fact, he arrived at the Dodgers’

clubhouse 22 minutes after players were required to be present.

In previous seasons, Roberts has admitted that managing Puig requires more of a time commitment

than the other 24 Dodgers. This season, he has said Puig’s focus lapses more than most. Roberts said

Tuesday he believed Puig’s reputation played a role in the incident.

The Dodgers have the depth to supplant Puig, if needed. They already have more starting-caliber

position players than they can start on their major-league team, and outfielders Andrew Toles and Alex

Verdugo are tearing up the Pacific Coast League.

More importantly, the Dodgers lost again Tuesday night, 2-1. Kenta Maeda, newly in the bullpen,

surrendered the winning run minutes after Justin Turner and Manny Machado worked together to tie it.

The place got loud, and then it got quiet. At 64-57, the Dodgers sunk to third place in the National

League West, eighth place in the National League, 14th in Major League Baseball.

They cannot count on this brawl sparking them out of their uncertain position. It’s “not as simple as

that,” as Roberts said. They need their relievers to be better, their offense to be more consistent. And, if

they don’t snap out of it soon, they will need the first-place Diamondbacks to start losing some games.
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Yasiel Puig Swung at Giants' Nick Hundley, but Dodgers Drop Another Game due to Late Inning

Collapse

By Michael Duarte

Is this baseball or boxing?

Yasiel Puig took a swing at Giants catcher Nick Hundley during a benches-clearing scrap in the seventh

inning, then Alen Hanson hit an RBI single in the ninth to lift San Francisco over the Los Angeles Dodgers

2-1 on Tuesday night.

The fracas started when Puig swatted his bat in frustration after fouling off a pitch from Tony Watson,

and Hundley said something to the mercurial slugger while still in his crouch. Puig turned around and

walked toward Hundley, the catcher stood up, and they stood face to face and argued for a moment

before Puig shoved Hundley twice.

"From what I understand, Yasiel was frustrated and yelled out an expletive when he swung," explained

Dodgers' manager Dave Roberts. "Hundley had something to say about it. Yasiel's intent was not at the

pitcher, nor at Nick, and he instigated it and said something and Yasiel took exception to it."

That brought players out of the benches and bullpens. Puig and Hundley were momentarily separated,

but Puig ducked around teammates, coaches and manager Dave Roberts before reaching back to hit

Hundley. He smacked Hundley with an open hand across the front of his catcher's mask.

"He told me to 'stop complaining and get back into the box,'" Puig said of Hundley through a translator

after the game. "When I got in his face, he told me to 'get out of his face,' so that's when I got upset with

him. He said some words to me in English that I can't repeat."

The players were then separated again for good. After discussing with both managers, the umpires

ejected both Puig and Hundley.

It was the fourth career ejection for Puig, who had also got into a skirmish with Giants pitcher Madison

Bumgarner in 2014.

Hansen's single in the ninth came off Kenta Maeda (7-8), making his first relief appearance of the

season, and gave the Dodgers their fifth consecutive loss, all against the bullpen. The Dodgers had a play

at the plate, but catcher Yasmani Grandal dropped the throw home.

"We lost a game late, and the result was obviously that we lost and we're in a little bit of a skid," said

Roberts. "I just think we played 27 outs, we played hard, we competed. We squared balls up all night

long and didn't get anything to show for it."

The Giants led 1-0 most of the game after Hanson's RBI single in the second inning.



The Dodgers tied it with two outs in the eighth on Justin Turner's third double and Manny Machado's

base hit off Sam Dyson (3-2). It was Machado's first RBI this month.

Will Smith threw a scoreless ninth to earn his 10th save.

Andrew Suarez started for the Giants and threw six scoreless innings, allowing only two hits. He walked

three and struck out four.

Left-hander Alex Wood was coming off the disabled list for the Dodgers but missed only one turn with a

sore hip. He threw 92 pitches over five innings, allowing one run, three hits and a walk while striking out

six.

"I thought it was good," Wood said of his first outing since coming off the disabled list. "They had a

pretty good approach. Tonight they were more passive. Overall, I felt good."

Wood is 6-1 with a 2.43 ERA and has held hitters to a .219 average in his last 10 starts.

The five-game skid is the longest losing streak for the club since a season-high six-game streak from May

10-16.

TRAINER'S ROOM

Giants: SS Brandon Crawford was out of the lineup Tuesday as he continued his concussion protocol

following a collision with OF Gorkys Hernandez on Monday. Manager Bruce Bochy said he may be

available off the bench. ... 1B Brandon Belt (hyper extended right knee) rejoined the team following a

Monday rehab start and entered the game at first base in the seventh after Hundley was ejected. He

singled and scored on Hanson's single in the ninth.

Dodgers: 2B Brian Dozier was back in the lineup after leaving Monday's game due to dizziness. The

Dodgers said an EKG showed abnormalities, but Dozier said he's long had an irregular heartbeat. A

cardiologist ran a battery of tests Tuesday and he was cleared to play. "When you're talking about the

ticker, you want to make sure everything is OK, so we went through it all," he said. "And everything was

muy bien." Dozier blamed the dizziness on taking a sinus medication. ... Former phenom Julio Urias

(shoulder surgery) was scheduled to throw two-plus innings for Class A Rancho Cucamonga on Tuesday.

The Dodgers hope to bring him back this season as a reliever. ... RHP Ross Stripling's move to the bullpen

may be delayed by a sore back. ... RHP John Axford was placed on the 10 DL with a fractured fibula.

UP NEXT

Giants: LHP Derek Holland (6-8, 3.97 ERA) is scheduled to start Wednesday against the Dodgers. Holland

won his last start Aug. 10 vs. the Pirates, earned his first win since June 20 at Miami.

Dodgers: LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu (3-0, 2.12) is scheduled to come off the disabled list and make his first start

since going down with a badly strained groin on May 2.
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