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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1943-The Reds announce Indiana University as the club’s spring training site for the duration of World War II. 

Teams have been ordered by Commissioner Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis to train north of the Ohio River and 

east of the Mississippi River to save on travel expenses 

 

MLB.COM 
Reds ink 6 arbitration-eligible players  

Gennett, Peraza, Puig, Roark, DeSclafani, Lorenzen sign one-year deals; Wood unsigned 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 11th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds avoided arbitration with six of their players by agreeing to one-year contracts Friday. 

 

Second baseman Scooter Gennett, shortstop Jose Peraza, outfielder Yasiel Puig, and pitchers Tanner Roark, 

Anthony DeSclafani and Michael Lorenzen reached deals with the club Friday after backup catcher Curt Casali and 

the club agreed to terms Thursday evening. 

 

A source told MLB.com that Gennett will earn $9.775 million, Roark is getting $10 million, Puig will receive $9.7 

million, Peraza will get $2.775 million, DeSclafani will get $2.125 million and Lorenzen will receive $1.95 million. 

On Thursday, Casali agreed to a $950,000 contract. 

 

Alex Wood is the only Reds player who remains that is eligible for arbitration. 

 

Friday at 1 p.m. ET was the deadline for clubs and arbitration-eligible players to exchange salary figures. 

 

"It's just how this process works. You try to get settlements for everybody and work through all of the cases and the 

comps and pros and cons of each one," Reds general manager Nick Krall said. "We've had phone calls since last 

week, somewhat intensely. We do a lot of research beforehand, all the way back to the week after the season. We're 

prepared to go whenever this comes down and move from there." 

 

Cincinnati is employing a "file-and-trial" approach to arbitration. That means the exchange figure date is a hard 

deadline, and if a deal isn't reached, the club will no longer negotiate for a one-year deal with the player. However, it 

could continue to discuss multi-year contracts. 

 

"Nick and the rest of our team did a very good job juggling eight simultaneous discussions today," Reds president of 

baseball operations Dick Williams said. "These are difficult negotiations with a lot at stake, and not just for the two 

parties directly involved. We are pleased to have settled seven of the eight cases, and look forward to resolving the 

other one amicably through the arbitration process." 

 

One benefit to the Reds for having most of the arbitration cases off the slate is that it gives the club a better idea on 

the budget as they continue to work to make roster upgrades. The club would still like to add a starting pitcher and a 

center fielder. 

 

"It's definitely nice to have clarity on things moving forward and helps you out trying to figure out what else you can 

do before Spring Training," Krall said. 

 



Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Cincinnati Reds reach 1-year deals with 7 players; may go to arbitration hearing with Wood 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer 

Published 6:29 p.m. ET Jan. 11, 2019 | Updated 9:03 a.m. ET Jan. 12, 2019 

  

With a Friday afternoon deadline to exchange figures for arbitration-eligible players, the Cincinnati Reds reached 

one-year deals with seven of those eight players: Yasiel Puig, Scooter Gennett, Tanner Roark, Michael Lorenzen, 

José Peraza, Anthony DeSclafani and Curt Casali. The club plans to go to an arbitration hearing next month with 

pitcher Alex Wood. 

 

Major League Baseball imposed a 1 p.m. deadline for teams and players to avoid entering the arbitration process. 

Like most teams, the Reds employ a “file-and-trial” approach to Friday’s deadline, which means they won’t further 

negotiate a one-year deal. 

 

Wood and the Reds each filed salary figures and an arbitrator will choose which salary to award after a hearing. 

Wood requested $9.65 million and the Reds countered with $8.75 million. Wood had a $6 million salary last year. 

 

"We filed a number and we’re going to go to a case," Reds general manager Nick Krall said. "That’s our policy. I’m 

not going to talk about where we were in negotiations, I don’t think that’s right. We filed a number and we’ll see 

what happens." 

 

The Reds had arbitration hearings with Gennett and Eugenio Suárez last season. Gennett won his case against the 

Reds and made $5.7 million during the 2018 season. Suárez lost his arbitration case, but he later agreed to a seven-

year, $66 million contract extension prior to the 2018 season. 

 

Wood, Gennett, Puig and Roark can all become free agents after the 2019 season. DeSclafani is under team control 

through the 2020 season.  

 

“These are difficult negotiations with a lot at stake, and not just for the two parties directly involved," Reds 

President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams said in a statement. "We are pleased to have settled seven of the 

eight cases and look forward to resolving the other one amicably through the arbitration process.” 

 

Before Friday’s deadline, Casali settled for $950,000, Lorenzen for $1.95 million, Peraza for $2.775 million, 

DeSclafani for $2.125 million, Puig for $9.7 million, Gennett for $9.775 million and Roark for $10 million, 

according to sources. 

 

It was the first time Casali and Peraza were eligible for arbitration. Peraza made $570,000 last year. Casali is a Super 

Two player, which gives him an extra year of arbitration. Casali had a $600,000 salary last season. 

 

Lorenzen, another Super Two player, and DeSclafani were eligible for arbitration for the second time. Lorenzen 

made $1.3125 million last year and DeSclafani had an $860,000 salary. Roark was eligible for arbitration for the 

third time, making $6.475 million last season. 

 

Gennett was eligible for arbitration for his third and final time. He will receive a $75,000 bonus if he makes the All-

Star Game for the second straight season. It was the first time Puig was eligible for arbitration because of the way he 

structured his original seven-year contract with the Dodgers when he signed out of Cuba. He made $7.5 million last 

season. 

 

NATIONAL TV GAME: ESPN announced it will televise the Reds’ game against the St. Louis Cardinals on April 

14 in Monterrey, Mexico. The game is scheduled for 4 p.m. E.T. and will directly precede ESPN's usual Sunday 

Night Baseball coverage, creating a doubleheader. 



In a press release, ESPN billed the game as Puig’s Reds vs. Paul Goldschmidt’s Cardinals. Goldschmidt, a six-time 

All-Star, was traded to St. Louis earlier in the offseason. 

 

The Reds will be the home team for the two games in Monterrey. 

 

MINOR LEAGUE SIGNING: The Reds signed right-handed pitcher Félix Jorge to a minor league deal with an 

invitation to big league camp in Spring Training, according to a source. The club hasn’t publicly announced the deal. 

Jorge, 25, made two starts with the Minnesota Twins in 2017. He missed most of the 2018 season because of 

multiple injuries, but he was once ranked among the top prospects in the Twins’ farm system. 

 

SENZEL PROGRESSING: Nick Senzel, the Reds’ top prospect, took his first swings after undergoing surgery to 

remove bone spurs from his elbow in October, according to videos he posted on his Instagram account hitting off a 

tee. 

 

The Reds invited him to Spring Training for the second straight year and listed him on the roster as an 

infielder/outfielder. It’s expected he will compete for the starting center field job, a position he started learning 

during the instructional league in September. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
Reds say offseason moves aren’t done, so what might still happen? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 

Jan. 12, 2019 

 

Reds President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams made it known that the team “wasn’t done yet” after the Dec. 

21 trade with the Dodgers. 

 

Williams was banging the drum that he was still looking to make the team better, adding more impact players. 

 

Williams said the same thing Friday. 

 

“We’re still going to add,” Williams said. “We’re not sure what form that will take.” 

 

Friday’s step of settling with seven of the team’s eight arbitration-eligible players allowed the team to determine 

how much it could spend in its allotted budget. 

 

Only left-hander Alex Wood, part of the deal with the Dodgers, didn’t agree to a one-year deal on Friday. There was 

a 1 p.m. deadline to exchange arbitration numbers. Several hours after the deadline, the Reds had all those contracts 

finalized: 

 

C Curt Casali ($950,000) 

RHP Anthony DeSclafani ($2.125 million) 

2B Scooter Gennett ($9.775 million) 

RHP Michael Lorenzen ($1.95 million) 

OF Yasiel Puig ($9.7 million) 

RHP Tanner Roark ($10 million) 

SS José Peraza ($2.775 million) 

 

The Reds have turned to a “file and trial” philosophy with arbitration, so they know Wood’s contract for 2019 will 

be one of two numbers – $8.7M or $9.65M. That will be decided in an arbitration hearing likely next month, but for 

Williams, there’s only that gap in accounting, so if he budgets on the high side (arbiters will award one number or 

the other, there is no compromise) he knows exactly what he has to deal with. 

 

As far as what he’s trying to improve, that too is known in broad terms – pitching and center field. 

 



“I think we’re comfortable now at looking at it as wherever we can make the most impact of an upgrade,” Williams 

said. 

 

There are several ways the team can still attack that with whatever that remaining budget may be. The ballpark 

figure has the team’s current payroll somewhere around $115 million and there have been comments that the team 

would have a record payroll in 2019. (The current record is $115.37 million, according to Cot’s Baseball Contracts, 

so that may have already been eclipsed.) 

 

“We have financial resources left available to us that we plan to deploy,” Williams said. 

 

So just how will the team deploy them? 

 

There are several options, Williams noted, and free agency isn’t the only way to add payroll. The team could take on 

a higher-priced player in a trade. Whether it’s a trade or free-agent spending, the team still has to decide what to 

prioritize and that could depend on what’s available and what makes the most sense to help in 2019, but not impede 

future progress. 

 

Something will be done between now and the start of the season, Williams said, it’s just handicapping what it could 

be. Here’s, in order, the best estimate of what that could be. 

 

• Starting pitching: Dallas Keuchel is the top remaining free agent and is still a possibility, so too are lesser priced 

targets such as Wade Miley, Derek Holland or Gio Gonzalez. Then there’s the trade market, with Corey Kluber, 

Marcus Stroman and Sonny Gray all mentioned as possibilities. 

 

• Relief pitching: The Reds have added Wood and Roark to the rotation and could stand pat there, looking at filling 

innings from the bullpen instead. Or bolstering the bullpen could allow the team to move someone like Michael 

Lorenzen or Amir Garrett back into the competition for a starting role. 

 

• Center field: The Reds have players who have played center field, even if they don’t really have a center fielder. 

Great American Ball Park’s cozy dimensions allow for a lesser defender to play the position (Shin-Soo Choo in 

2013) as long as the offense is good enough. Puig, Scott Schebler, Phillip Ervin and Nick Senzel (who posted an 

Instagram story of himself taking his first swings since surgery on Friday) are under consideration to at least spend 

some time in center. The team could sign a defensive specialist who would be available in late innings and in bigger 

ballparks on the road. Or, perhaps someone like A.J. Pollock would find playing at GABP just as enticing 

offensively. That would take a lot more money, but it would turn the focus from pitching to offense. Like in other 

situations, a trade is also possible. 

 

• Something out of left field: Well, the team doesn’t need a left fielder, they have plenty of those, but it could still do 

something different that changes the team. That could include the rumored J.T. Realmuto trade, but that would cost 

plenty of prospects and reshape what the future would look like. The team has checked in on nearly every free agent 

just to see where they stand. Any prime free agent offensive player looking for a short-term home could do worse 

than reestablishing some value in GABP, a fact that the team has sold as much as it has to defend the park to 

pitchers. 

 

What is for certain, according to Williams, is that his offseason isn’t finished. 

 

C. Trent Rosecrans is a senior MLB writer for The Athletic. He previously covered the Reds for the Cincinnati 

Enquirer and the Cincinnati Post and also covered Major League Baseball for CBSSports.com. Follow C. Trent on 

Twitter @ctrent. 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Reds avoid arbitration with seven players, signing them to one-year deals 

New starting pitcher Tanner Roark among those signed through 2019 

Jan 11, 2019  

By David Jablonski  



CINCINNATI — The Cincinnati Reds announced Friday they have avoided arbitration and agreed to terms with 

shortstop Jose Peraza, second baseman Scooter Gennett, outfielder Yasiel Puig, catcher Curt Casali and pitchers 

Michael Lorenzen, Anthony DeSclafani and Tanner Roark on one-year contracts for the 2019 season.  

 

According to Mark Sheldon, of MLB.com, here are what the contracts are worth: Peraza ($2.7 million); Gennett 

($9.7 million); Puig ($9.7 million); Casali ($950,000); Lorenzen ($1.9 million); DeSclafani ($2.1 million); and 

Roark ($10 million). 

 

Peraza, 24, hit .288 last season with 14 home runs and 58 RBIs. It was his third season with the Reds. 

 

Gennett, 28, enters his third season with the Reds. He hit .310 with 23 home runs and 92 RBIs last season. 

 

Puig, 28, hit .267 with 23 home runs and 63 RBIs with the Dodgers. The Reds traded for him on Dec. 21.  

 

Casali, 30, hit .293 with four home runs and 16 RBIs in 52 games last season as a backup to starter Tucker Barnhart 

for the Reds. He joined the team on May 31 after the Reds purchased his contract from the Tampa Bay Rays. He 

made an immediate impact, hitting .407 in his first 11 games. 

 

After missing all of the 2017 season, DeSclafani, 28, returned to the mound in 2018 and was 7-8 with a 4.93 ERA in 

21 starts. 

 

Lorenzen, 27, was 4-2 with a 3.11 ERA in 45 appearances. He made three starts. 

 

The Reds acquired Roark from the Washington Nationals in a trade for Tanner Rainey in December. Roark, 32, was 

64-54 with a 3.59 ERA in six seasons with the Nationals. He started 141 games and made 31 relief appearances. 

 

The Reds did not reach a deal with the one other arbitration-eligible player, pitcher Alex Wood, before Friday’s 

deadline. 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Reds reach deals with Yasiel Puig, others, but not Alex Wood 

Jan. 12, 2019 | 12:14 AM ET 

Associated Press  

 

CINCINNATI -- The Cincinnati Reds avoided arbitration with Yasiel Puig, agreeing with the newly acquired 

outfielder on a $9.7 million contract for 2019. 

 

The Reds also reached deals Friday with right-handers Tanner Roark ($10 million), Anthony DeSclafani 

($2,125,000) and Michael Lorenzen ($1.95 million), second baseman Scooter Gennett ($9,775,000) and shortstop 

Jose Peraza ($2,775,000). 

 

Left-hander Alex Wood is Cincinnati's only arbitration-eligible player without a deal. He asked for a raise from $6 

million to $9.65 million, and the team offered $8.7 million. 

 

The Reds acquired Puig and Wood last month in a trade with the Los Angeles Dodgers. Cincinnati got Roark in a 

deal with Washington. 

 

Puig hit .267 with 23 home runs and 63 RBI last season. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
01/11/19  

New York Yankees signed free agent LHP Zach Britton. 

New York Yankees designated SS Hanser Alberto for assignment. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RF Daniel Johnson to spring training. 



Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RHP Henry Martinez to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RF Mike Papi to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster LHP Rob Kaminsky to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster 2B Mark Mathias to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster C Li-Jen Chu to spring training. 

New York Yankees signed free agent RHP Drew Hutchison to a minor league contract and invited him to spring 

training. 

New York Yankees signed free agent OF Matt Lipka to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Los Angeles Dodgers traded RHP Andrew Sopko and SS Ronny Brito to Toronto Blue Jays for cash and C Russell 

Martin. 

Baltimore Orioles claimed SS Hanser Alberto off waivers from New York Yankees. 

Baltimore Orioles designated C Andrew Susac for assignment. 

Pittsburgh Pirates claimed RHP Aaron Slegers off waivers from Minnesota Twins. 

Pittsburgh Pirates designated RHP Dario Agrazal for assignment. 

Cleveland Indians claimed RHP A.J. Cole off waivers from New York Yankees. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent LHP Edward Paredes to a minor league contract and invited him to spring 

training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster SS Malquin Canelo to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster LHP Tyler Gilbert to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent 3B Gift Ngoepe to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent SS Andrew Romine to a minor league contract and invited him to spring 

training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster C Deivi Grullon to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster OF Adam Haseley to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster LHP Cole Irvin to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster OF Austin Listi to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster OF Mickey Moniak to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster LHP JoJo Romero to spring training. 


