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                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                                                   

Scioscia, set to return for 19th season as Angels manager, is optimistic it will be a good one 

By Pedro Moura 

The longest-tenured head coach or manager in American professional sports will be back next year. 

Mike Scioscia said Monday that he would return in 2018 for his 19th season as Angels manager, his first 

as a lame duck since 2001. His 10-year, $50-million contract, signed in January 2009, expires after the 

season. 

On Sunday, the Angels finished their season five games out of a spot in Tuesday’s American League wild-

card game. Their 80-82 record resulted in the first back-to-back losing seasons in Scioscia’s tenure. 

Scioscia said Monday that he would not come back unless he thought general manager Billy Eppler and 

owner Arte Moreno believed in his abilities. He added that he would “absolutely” be comfortable 

managing with an expiring contract. 

“Right now,” he said, “I’m focused on 2018 because I think we have a lot of momentum and potential 

that we see. I know we’re gonna be better next year, and that’s what I’m excited about.” 

Eppler, too, stressed a short-term perspective. “We’re not focused on ’19, we’re focused on ’18,” he 

said. “That’s solely where our whole mindset is right now. He’s comfortable with that. I’m comfortable 

with that. Arte’s comfortable with that. That’s it.” 

Asked how he thought he performed in 2017, Scioscia said he was not yet ready to revisit it. 

“I can only tell you that I am extremely disappointed that we didn’t get there, because I really had a lot 

of confidence in the guys,” he said. “They played hard, but we just didn’t quite get there.” 

The 2016 Angels were 74-88, their worst record under Scioscia. The day after the season, he declared 

that the team was closer to reversing that record than repeating it. One year later, he struck a similar 

tone. 

“The difference from where we’re at 80 wins to 90 wins, I don’t believe that gap is as big as it was last 

year when we were talking about this,” Scioscia said. “We’re very, very optimistic and excited about 

what we hope to be talking about next year at this time.” 

Eppler nodded as Scioscia spoke. 

“You’re always optimistic when you’re dealing with health things,” Eppler said. “I don’t look at it as 

some kind of blind optimism, like we’re closing our eyes and blowing out candles on a birthday cake, 

thinking, ‘Let’s get better.’ It’s more than that.” 

http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-pedro-moura-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/american-league-15007001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/arte-moreno-PECLB005267-topic.html
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He cited the projected health of the team’s pitching depth as evidence. He thinks the Angels have seven 

or eight starting pitchers who will be sound next spring, though only three finished the season in the 

rotation. 

Eppler said he hoped to extract at least 600 innings from the five who begin 2018 in the Angels’ rotation. 

This year, the Angels’ projected top five totaled 509 1/3. 

On offense, the biggest decision will not be the Angels’ to make. Left fielder Justin Uptonmust inform 

the team within three days after the World Series if he will opt out of the four years and $88.5 million 

remaining on his contract. 

Eppler said he and his staff would develop two off-season plans. 

“You have a plan with the player here, you have a plan with the player not here,” Eppler said. “It’s pretty 

easy to execute either one as soon as you know.” 

The Angels’ 2016 and 2017 opening-day payrolls were about $165 million, right around the one-third 

chunk of annual revenue that is standard across the sport. 

Eppler and Moreno have never publicly commented on the budget, but there’s no reason to believe the 

investment strategy would change. If Upton stays, the Angels would have more than $110 million tied 

up in six returning players. At least $25 million is earmarked for the team’s 11 arbitration-eligible 

players. After minimum-salaried players are counted, that leaves about $25 million to spend on free 

agents or trade acquisitions. 

Eppler said his focus would be to improve the team’s on-base percentage. He wants it to be no lower 

than .330. 

The Angels’ 2017 mark was .315, fifth-worst in the American League. Their slugging percentage of .397 

was the league’s worst. But Eppler’s offensive philosophy is built around selectivity. 

“The metric that has the strongest correlation to run scoring,” he said, “is on-base percentage.” 

Angels mailbag: Wrapping up the 2017 season 

By Pedro Moura 

Hello, Angels fans. Your favorite baseball team finished its 2017 season with an 80-82 record, trailing the 

wild-card-winning Minnesota Twins by five games. The record was what most expected at the season’s 

outset, but the path to it probably not. The Angels had a chance to make the playoffs until the fifth-to-

last night of the 2017 season. 

In the end, Kansas City and Tampa Bay finished in the same spot, and the Angels will pick in between 

those two teams in the June draft, 17th overall. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
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On most Mondays this season, I answered questions from readers about the present and future of the 

team. Let’s do it for one last time in 2017. 

In your season obit, Scioscia was quoted as saying the team needs more bats. Is starting pitching not 

going to be a focus this offseason? 

The Angels believe they will have a lot more starting pitching available next season, and it’s certainly 

possible. Garrett Richards appears healthy. When he is healthy, he is good. At opening day, Andrew 

Heaney will be 21 months removed from Tommy John surgery. When he has been healthy, he also has 

been good. Tyler Skaggs is already a long way removed from his surgery, and though he struggled some 

this season, he has the necessary traits to achieve success. 

Matt Shoemaker is expected to be recovered from a forearm nerve problem well before the start 

of spring training, and Nick Tropeano the same from his Tommy John operation. Parker Bridwell was at 

least a capable fifth starter, and is healthy. JC Ramirez is waiting for a stem-cell injection to heal his 

partially torn ulnar collateral ligament, and it is conceivable he could pitch too. 

That’s seven guys who have had at least some success at the major league level. Obviously, it would be 

better if six of them did not have injury concerns, but these are pitchers we’re talking about. In an 

interview over the weekend, Eppler put one more pitcher in that category: triple-A right-hander Jaime 

Barria, who rose through the system this season. 

So, all of that to say: The best-case scenario for what’s in-house is better for the Angels’ pitchers than it 

is for their hitters. Without Justin Upton, they don’t have anyone who could play left field at significantly 

above replacement level. So, justifiably, it seems hitting is going to be a priority. 

That’s not to say they won’t acquire starting pitching. I’m certain they will. Teams need more than seven 

or eight starters to get through a season. But it seems reasonable to prioritize hitting. 

@pedromoura 4 last mailbag: starting pitcher free agent list looks weak this winter. odds 4 #Angels 2 

sign or trade 4 a #1 or #2 starter? 

There are no No. 1 starters available on the free-agent market. Yu Darvish is the best of the bunch, he is 

going to cost a ton of money, and he has just not been that good this year. Jake Arrieta, Masahiro 

Tanaka and Lance Lynn can or will be available, but they come with questions. The trade market is much 

more difficult to predict. I don't expect the Angels to acquire a top starting pitcher this off-season. I've 

also been wrong before. 

If you had to make a list 1-5 (in order) of what the Angels need for next season what would that be? *No 

one can hate, it’s your opinion lol 

If I had to make a list, it’d look like this. This is not necessarily the Angels’ priority list, and theirs is 

subject to what the market ends up valuing: 

 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/garrett-richards-PESPT0015504-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-heaney-PESPT0015808-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-heaney-PESPT0015808-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyler-skaggs-PESPT0016718-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
https://twitter.com/pedromoura
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Angels?src=hash
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/yu-darvish-PESPT0015190-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/lance-lynn-PESPT0015365-topic.html
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1. Left fielder 

2. Second baseman 

3. Starting pitching 

4. Third or first baseman 

5. Backup catcher 

These are all needs that were apparent during the season, so I won’t bore you with an explanation. The 

flexibility in the corner infield comes from Luis Valbuena’s ability to play either position. 

Do the Angels have a legitimate shot at contending in 2018? Eppler did a great job with what he had. 

Sure. They won 80 games and didn’t benefit from a full season of Richards, Heaney or Skaggs. If those 

three could provide 500 innings, that would help a great deal. If Albert Pujols could move a little better, 

that would help. If Justin Upton sticks around for the full season, that would help. A second baseman 

who can both hit and field would help. 

Mike Scioscia has one more year left on his contract. Does he make it to next season or will he and the 

club part ways in the off season? 

Yes, I expect Scioscia to return in 2018. 

When do you expect we will hear of Upton decision on his Opt Out clause? 

I’m not going to predict what day Justin Upton decides or announces his decision, but the deadline to do 

the latter is three days after the World Series, so that could be anywhere from Oct. 31 to Nov. 4. It’s the 

standard opt-out deadline. San Francisco right-hander Johnny Cueto has the same one this year. 

In opting out, Upton would be turning down $88.5 million of guaranteed money over four years. 

Evaluators I’ve asked generally believe that his value on the free-agent market would be something 

similar, so his decision may depend on how he assesses the Angels’ chances and his comfort level in 

Orange County. 

Do you think a big payday for Moustakas by the Angels is a good idea, speaking relatively to their needs 

and the expected cost? 

That depends on what you mean by a big payday. Mike Moustakas can really hit for power, and he can 

really field his position. But there are some serious impediments to a successful long-term deal with 

him. Talent evaluators frequently reference his “soft body.” In scouting parlance, that is code for, “He is 

not in good shape.” If he is not in good shape at age 29, how will he look at 33? 

Like almost all potential moves, he makes sense at a certain price range, and no sense at others. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/johnny-cueto-PESPT000009993-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-moustakas-PESPT0015425-topic.html


October 3, 2017  Page 7 of 30 
 

Albert's numbers this season were impressive considering he can't run at all. I can't imagine it's going to 

get better. What's the plan? 

The plan is for him to arrive in February in better shape. 

Can the Angels be good next year? Have they sorted through enough nonsense to get good? 

There is not, like, a mandatory amount of nonsense all teams must traverse on the path to the promised 

land. They can be good next year if they spend money to improve the roster in the winter. Looking 

further down the line, there is some talent building on the farm. Scouts gush about Jahmai Jones, the 

20-year-old outfielder who finished 2017 at Class-A Inland Empire and logged an .857 on-base-plus-

slugging percentage. He has significant potential, and a 2019 arrival no longer seems out of the 

question. He should appear on all of the top-100 prospect lists next year. The system is still not good or 

even average, according to those who would know, but it’s better than it was two years ago. 

What will Pujols' situation be with the team in 18? Seems like his legs have completely left him, any 

chance he retires or he's cut? 

No. He will be on the team next season. 

  

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                                                  

Mike Scioscia OK returning to Angels for final year of his deal, with no extension now  

By Jeff Fletcher  

ANAHEIM — To the surprise of no one, except perhaps the most pessimistic and frustrated Angels fans, 

Mike Scioscia will be managing the team again in 2018. 

Beyond that, however, is unknown. 

As Scioscia and General Manager Billy Eppler met with the media on Monday to discuss the season past 

and the offseason ahead, both agreed that now is not the time to discuss what happens beyond the final 

year of Scioscia’s 10-year contract. 

Scioscia said he is “absolutely” content to manage the team without a contract beyond next year. 

Asked if he wants to manage the Angels in 2019, Scioscia said he’s focused solely on 2018: “I am extremely 

excited about next year. I am thrilled to be coming back. I wouldn’t be coming back unless I thought that 

Billy and (owner Arte Moreno) had confidence in my ability in the dugout. I’m excited about it. That’s it.” 

Eppler also said he’s comfortable leaving the future for another time. 

http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-angels-mariners-20171001-story.html
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“The focus is on 2018,” Eppler said. “We’ll discuss business beyond that at an appropriate time. We’re not 

focused on ’19. We’re focused on ’18. He’s comfortable with that. I’m comfortable with that. Arte is 

comfortable with that.” 

Although it’s possible the Angels could work out an extension with Scioscia at some point later in the 

offseason or even during the 2018 season, it seems that both sides are also willing to just play out the deal 

and see what happens. 

Scioscia, 58, is the longest tenured manager in the majors, having taken over the Angels prior to the 2000 

season. He won a World Series in 2002, and has won the Manager of the Year award twice. The Angels 

have a 1,570-1,346 record under Scioscia, including six division titles and seven trips to the postseason. 

However, the Angels have reached the postseason only once since 2009, a three-game cameo in 2014 

when they were swept by the Kansas City Royals. The Angels just completed their first back-to-back losing 

seasons under Scioscia, winning 74 games in 2016 and 80 in 2017. 

While that drought certainly has many Angels fans frustrated and feeling the team is due for a change, 

most outside, impartial, observers do not hold Scioscia responsible for the team’s recent struggles. 

The team’s current predicament is because of a poor farm system — the result of trades, poor drafts and 

picks surrendered for free agents — and a payroll that was bloated by deals that didn’t work, most notably 

the Josh Hamilton contract. Also, the rotation has been decimated by injuries over the past two years. 

Considering all that, Eppler said he believes Scioscia has done well. 

“I can tell you Mike and his staff have elite-level preparation,” said Eppler, who just finished his second 

season working with Scioscia. “No stone is unturned with those guys. No doubt we are both disappointed 

that we’re sitting here today. We wanted to be in New York, or even better playing that (wild card) game 

here. We wanted to be playing tomorrow, and we’re not.” 

Eppler and Scioscia both said they are confident the Angels can be contenders again next season, mostly 

because of the expected improved health of their pitching staff. 

Eppler said his primary goal going into the offseason is to improve the offense, specifically by looking for 

players who get on base. 

“The difference from 80 wins to 90 wins, I don’t believe the gap is as big as it was last year,” Scioscia said. 

“I’m very optimistic and excited about that, compared to where we were last year at this time.” 

Billy Eppler vows to improve Angels’ OBP in 2018 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — The Angels’ plan for improving in 2018 is just about as simple as it gets, so rooted in the 

basics of modern analytics that the words might as well have been uttered by Brad Pitt. 
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“Something I learned a long time ago: get that on-base percentage up,” General Manager Billy Eppler said. 

“Don’t make so many outs.” 

One of the core changes in the game over the past 15 years has been a focus on on-base percentage 

instead of batting average, as espoused by A’s general manager Billy Beane and repeated on the silver 

screen by Pitt in the film adaptation of Moneyball. 

“The metric that has the strongest correlation to run scoring is on-base percentage,” Eppler said Monday, 

the first day of the Angels’ offseason. “It’s been sliced and diced every single which way under the sun.” 

The Angels’ .315 on-base percentage in 2017 ranked 11th in the American League. Not surprisingly, they 

had the same rank in runs scored. 

“I want our team on-base percentage to be .330 or higher,” Eppler said. 

They were particularly deficient at first base (.294) and designated hitter (.290), which are supposed to be 

two of a team’s most productive offensive positions. They also lagged at catcher (.263) and second base 

(.274), but those are more defensive positions, and the Angels got the defense they wanted for much of 

the season at both spots, at the expense of offense. 

As for which particular holes Eppler plans to fill with higher on-base percentage players, he was predictably 

noncommittal. 

“I’m going to look to improve anywhere possible,” he said. 

You can rule out the Angels upgrading at center field or shortstop, patrolled by Mike Trout and Andrelton 

Simmons. They also seem to be content with Martin Maldonado behind the plate, believing that he can 

bring his offense up to match his defense with a year of adjustment to the heavy workload. 

If Justin Upton chooses not to exercise his opt-out, that takes care of left field. It’s also likely, although less 

certain, that the Angels are satisfied with Kole Calhoun in right field. 

And the designated hitter, Albert Pujols, is obviously not going anywhere. The Angels hope the 

improvement there can come simply from Pujols being healthier and in better shape. 

So that leaves three spots: first, second and third base. 

The Angels have Luis Valbuena to play first or third, and streaky C.J. Cron at first, but there is room to 

upgrade. At second, the Angels don’t really have an in-house option, with Kaleb Cowart still showing his 

offensive shortcomings in his brief trial in 2017. 

Free agent infielders Mike Moustakas, Eric Hosmer and Zack Cozart could all be fits for the Angels, as could 

free agent outfielders J.D. Martinez and Jay Bruce, if the Angels need to replace Upton. 

Don’t expect the Angels to use all of their available cash — perhaps $50 million to $75 million, before 

exceeding the luxury tax threshold — on free agents to fill those holes, though. 

http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/28/as-justin-upton-ponders-his-future-with-angels-winning-is-the-key/
http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/30/angels-albert-pujols-focused-on-a-healthy-winter-and-a-bounceback-in-18/
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“It can’t all be solved through free agency, and I don’t think that’s a very productive way to go for the 

health of the organization,” Eppler said. “My goal is to use the free agent market to supplement.” 

Whatever big-ticket players the Angels acquire — whether from trades or free agency — are likely to be 

position players. Eppler and Manager Mike Scioscia both expressed confidence on Monday that the 

answer to most of their pitching issues are currently in-house. 

Garrett Richards, Andrew Heaney and Tyler Skaggs — arguably the Angels’ three most talented pitchers — 

combined to start 27 games in 2017. While all missed significant time during the season, they all finished it 

healthy. 

“I don’t think it’s a wing and a prayer to think Garrett Richards is going to go out and start 25 games,” 

Scioscia said. “I don’t think it’s a stretch to say Andrew Heaney will start 20, even if he has setbacks. You 

hope they never do. You hope for 33 starts. 

“You are talking about just those three guys, an extra 40 starts. I think you’re looking at a deeper pitching 

staff with the probability that you’ll get to a certain point in the game more often.” 

Eppler also seems to have modest goals for a more competitive rotation. He said said if the Angels can get 

just 600 innings out of their top five starters, “it’s going to be a real positive outcome.” That’s only 120 

innings per starter, a rather low threshold that they still haven’t been able to meet. 

“I don’t look at it as blind optimism, like we’re closing our eyes and blowing out candles on a birthday cake 

to get better,” Eppler said. “It’s the players giving us that belief.” 

In addition to Richards, Heaney and Skaggs, Eppler added Matt Shoemaker, JC Ramirez, Parker Bridwell, 

Nick Tropeano and prospect Jaime Barria to what he considers his eight-man starting depth chart. He said 

he also hopes to add a couple more, although it doesn’t sound like that would include a marquee free 

agent like Yu Darvish or Jake Arrieta. 

“Do I need more starting pitching to emerge? Yes,” Eppler said. “Does that mean it has to be a major 

league bona fide starter that doesn’t have flexibility? No it doesn’t. It just has to be a starting pitcher that 

we feel could go into Triple-A or the major leagues.” 

Son of former Angels pitcher Bert Blyleven tried to save people from Las Vegas shooter 

By Jeff Fletcher 

Todd Blyleven, whose father Bert pitched for the Angels in a career that landed him in the Hall of Fame, 

was among those trying to save people from gunfire in Las Vegas on Sunday night, according to the 

Washington Post. 

The younger Blyleven told the Post that he and his friends helped guide people to safety when the shots 

began. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2017/10/02/thousands-fled-the-hail-of-gunfire-in-las-vegas-these-people-stayed-to-try-to-save-lives/?tid=ss_tw&utm_term=.a78b963d7d03
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2017/10/02/thousands-fled-the-hail-of-gunfire-in-las-vegas-these-people-stayed-to-try-to-save-lives/?tid=ss_tw&utm_term=.a78b963d7d03
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“Young girls and guys, older folks. Just people walking out of a country concert with bullet holes,” he 

recalled. “Everybody was just trying to do whatever they could to get these poor people out of the 

gunfire.” 

Angels 2017 season in review and roster outlook for 2018 

By Jeff Fletcher 

2017 record: 80-82, 2nd place in AL West 

What went wrong: The Angels were 11th in the league in runs, mostly because they were 11th in on-base 

percentage. The production at most positions was well below what they’d hoped. Although they improved 

in September with the additions of LF Justin Upton and 2B Brandon Phillips at two of their biggest holes, 

too many other players — CF Mike Trout, most notably — slumped in the final month and it was too late. 

The pitching staff also suffered another year of debilitating injuries, with RHP Garrett Richards, LHP Tyler 

Skaggs, RHP Matt Shoemaker, RHP Alex Meyer and RHP JC Ramirez also suffering serious injuries during 

the season. 

What went right: A bullpen of unknowns came together and helped the Angels to solid production, 

specifically with out-of-nowhere performances from non-roster invitees RHP Yusmeiro Petit, RHP Bud 

Norris and RHP Blake Parker. RHP Parker Bridwell also emerged as a starter who could be a part of the 

long-term plan. SS Andrelton Simmons had his best offensive year and provided his normally stellar 

defense. Trout, despite missing a quarter of the season, posted a standard brilliant season, overall. 

2018 ROSTER OUTLOOK: 

SIGNED: CF Mike Trout ($34M), DH Albert Pujols ($27M), SS Andrelton Simmons ($11M), RF Kole Calhoun 

($8.5M), IF Luis Valbuena ($8M). 

OPTIONS: RHP Ricky Nolasco ($13 million or $1 million buyout), Huston Street ($10 million or $1 million 

buyout). 

OPT-OUT: LF Justin Upton (4 years, $88.5 million remaining). 

ARBITRATION-ELIGIBLE: RHP Garrett Richards (4th year, $6.85M in 2017), C Martin Maldonado (4th, 

$1.725M), RHP Matt Shoemaker (2nd, $3.325M), RHP Blake Wood (2nd, $1.28M), LHP Jose Alvarez (1st), 

RHP Cam Bedrosian (1st), 1B C.J. Cron (1st), LHP Andrew Heaney (1st), RHP Blake Parker (1st), RHP JC 

Ramirez (1st), LHP Tyler Skaggs (1st). 

FREE AGENTS: RHP Andrew Bailey, RHP Jesse Chavez, 3B Yunel Escobar, RHP Bud Norris, IF Cliff 

Pennington, RHP Yusmeiro Petit, 2B Brandon Phillips, OF Ben Revere.  
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                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Scioscia 'thrilled' to return in '18, a contract year 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com  

ANAHEIM -- Mike Scioscia will return to manage the Angels in 2018, but his future with the organization 

is unclear beyond that. 

Scioscia, the longest-tenured manager in baseball, will be entering the final season of the 10-year deal 

he signed with the Angels in January 2009, but he said Monday that he is simply focused on 2018 and 

would be "absolutely" fine with managing without the promise of a contract beyond next year. 

"I am extremely excited about next year," Scioscia said during a meeting with the media at Angel 

Stadium. "I am thrilled to be coming back. I wouldn't be coming back unless [general manager] Billy 

[Eppler] and [owner] Arte [Moreno] had confidence in my ability in the dugout and with the team, so I'm 

excited about it. That's it." 

Eppler echoed Scioscia and said he plans to leave those conversations for a later date. 

"The focus is on 2018," Eppler said. "We'll discuss business beyond that at an appropriate time. We're 

not focused on '19. We're focused on '18. That's solely what our whole mindset is right now. He's 

comfortable with that. I'm comfortable with that. Arte is comfortable with that." 

Scioscia, 58, has skippered the Angels since 2000, guiding the franchise to its only World Series 

championship, six American League West titles and winning two Manager of the Year Awards. Under his 

leadership, the Angels have gone 1,570-1,346 and posted a .538 winning percentage over the last 18 

seasons. 

But the Angels have not won a postseason game since 2009 and have only one playoff appearance since 

then, which culminated in a sweep at the hands of the Royals in the 2014 American League Division 

Series. They are coming off back-to-back losing seasons for the first time in Scioscia's tenure, going 74-

88 in 2016 and 80-82 in 2017. 

Much of those struggles are linked to the injuries that have decimated the Angels' rotation over the last 

two years, though the club managed to stay in the Wild Card hunt until the 158th game this season and 

were the final AL team eliminated from contention. 

"I am extremely disappointed at us not reaching our goal," Scioscia said. "As a manager, you take that 

responsibility, and it's difficult. I think our whole staff as a group, we prepared. We put our hearts and 

souls into it. I haven't had the chance to deconstruct the season to see what evaluations we made as a 

staff maybe didn't work out and which ones weren't on the money, but I can already tell you that I am, 

from a personal level, disappointed that we didn't get there because I had a lot of confidence in the 

guys. They played hard." 

Eppler, for his part, commended the work that Scioscia and his coaching staff did in 2017. 
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"I can tell you Mike and his staff have elite-level preparation," Eppler said. "No stone is unturned with 

those guys. No doubt we are both disappointed that we're sitting here today. We wanted to be in New 

York, or even better playing that [Wild Card] game here. We wanted to be playing tomorrow, and we're 

not." 

MLB's most popular jerseys revealed 

By Mark Newman / MLB.com 

Aaron Judge has the highest number in all of Major League Baseball, and this time we are talking about 

total sales of his No. 99 Yankees jersey. 

MLB and the MLB Players Association jointly announced the latest Most Popular Jerseys rankings on 

Tuesday, and the rookie slugger topped the list to add another distinction to an historic first full year. 

The list is based on sales of Majestic jerseys from MLBShop.com since Opening Day. 

It marks the first time an outfielder has taken the honor, and only the second time a rookie has finished 

an MLB season with the most popular jersey. Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant, whose jersey is the 

second-most popular of 2017, also had the top-seller of '16 and '15 (his rookie campaign). MLB and the 

MLBPA have released these rankings since '10. 

Judge set the rookie home run record in 2017, won the T-Mobile Home Run Derby, led American League 

All-Star voting, earned his own robed fan section at Yankee Stadium, and pushed the Yankees into the 

postseason as a bona fide AL MVP Award candidate. 

His "ALL RISE" nickname, which he wore on his back for the inaugural Players Weekend in August, 

resulted in a fair number of those jersey sales. Judge joins Derek Jeter (six times) and Mariano Rivera 

(once) as Yankees who have topped a Most Popular Jerseys ranking. 

"I'm just really appreciative," Judge said of his fan support. 

Seven of the top 10 and 15 of the top 20 players on the current list will participate in the postseason, 

which gets underway on Tuesday at 8 p.m ET, when Judge's Yankees host the Twins in the AL Wild Card 

Game. 

Following Judge and Bryant on the list, in order, are Anthony Rizzo of the Cubs, Clayton Kershaw of the 

Dodgers and Bryce Harper of the Nationals. 

The average age of the top 10 players is 27. Players representing 13 clubs make up the top 20, which is 

comprised of 10 infielders, five outfielders, three catchers and two pitchers. Four members of the 

defending World Series champion Cubs made the top 14, and the Dodgers(104-58) also had three in the 

top 20 while building the Majors' best regular season record. 

Here is the full list: 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
http://www.mlbshop.com/Jerseys
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/519203/anthony-rizzo
http://m.mlb.com/player/477132/clayton-kershaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
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1. Aaron Judge, Yankees 

2. Kris Bryant, Cubs 

3. Anthony Rizzo, Cubs 

4. Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers 

5. Bryce Harper, Nationals 

6. Buster Posey, Giants 

7. Yadier Molina, Cardinals 

8. Mike Trout, Angels 

9. Francisco Lindor, Indians 

10. Javier Baez, Cubs 

11. Corey Seager, Dodgers 

12. Mookie Betts, Red Sox 

13. Jose Altuve, Astros 

14. Kyle Schwarber, Cubs 

15. Gary Sanchez, Yankees 

16. Cody Bellinger, Dodgers 

17. Dustin Pedroia, Red Sox 

18. Freddie Freeman, Braves 

19. Noah Syndergaard, Mets 

20. Nolan Arenado, Rockies 

Jersey leaders through the years 

MLB and the MLBPA issued the first official Most Popular Jerseys rankings in 2011, based on sales for all 

of '10. Since then, lists have been announced at fairly regular intervals. Here is a history of the top-

ranked jerseys and the timing of release, formerly dominated by a certain No. 2 in the Bronx. 

2017 Postseason: Aaron Judge 

2017 Opening Day: Kris Bryant 

2016 All-Star Week: David Ortiz 

2015 Postseason: Kris Bryant 

2015 All-Star Week: Madison Bumgarner 

2014 Postseason: Derek Jeter 

2014 All-Star Week: Derek Jeter 

2014 Opening Day: David Ortiz 

2013 Postseason: Mariano Rivera 

2013 All-Star Week: Derek Jeter 

2012 Postseason: Derek Jeter 

2012 Opening Day: Derek Jeter 

2011 Opening Day: Derek Jeter 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457763/buster-posey
http://m.mlb.com/player/425877/yadier-molina
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/596019/francisco-lindor
http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/608369/corey-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/605141/mookie-betts
http://m.mlb.com/player/514888/jose-altuve
http://m.mlb.com/player/656941/kyle-schwarber
http://m.mlb.com/player/596142/gary-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/456030/dustin-pedroia
http://m.mlb.com/player/518692/freddie-freeman
http://m.mlb.com/player/592789/noah-syndergaard
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
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Angels fall short despite highlight-reel season 

Trout's dominance, Pujols' march on record book led 2017 moments 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

ANAHEIM -- Though they hung around in the postseason race longer than most expected, the Angels fell 

short of their goal of clinching an American League Wild Card berth and ended up finishing with a 

second consecutive losing season. 

It marked the third straight year that the Angels have been unable to make a postseason appearance, 

though their 2017 season still carried several bright spots that the club hopes will position it for more 

success in the near future. 

Here are five things worth remembering from this year 

1. Mike Trout's sustained excellence 

Trout was on pace for a potentially historic season before he landed on the disabled list for the first time 

in his career in May after tearing a thumb ligament on a headfirst slide into second base. Despite missing 

six weeks, Trout still finished in the top five in Wins Above Replacement, according to FanGraphs, and 

made a case for his third career AL MVP Award, reinforcing his reputation as the best all-around player 

in baseball. 

The 26-year-old center fielder continued to improve in his sixth full season in the Majors, drawing more 

walks, striking out less and hitting for more power than ever before. He led the AL in on-base 

percentage (.442) and slugging percentage (.629), both of which are career highs, and reached base 

safely in 103 of his 114 games this season. On Friday, he launched his 200th and 201st career home runs 

against the Mariners, becoming the eighth player in Major League history to hit 200 homers before his 

age-26 season. 

2. Albert Pujols' 600th home run 

Pujols reached an even more impressive milestone in June, when he became the ninth player to join the 

exclusive 600-home run club. Pujols' reached the mark in unprecedented fashion, as he crushed a grand 

slam off Twins right-hander Ervin Santana to become the first player to earn entry with a slam. 

Though Pujols' production dipped to career-low levels in 2017, the future Hall of Famer continued to 

climb the home run leaderboard and cement his place as one of the best sluggers in Major League 

history. With his 610th blast, he surpassed fellow Dominican Sammy Sosa to become the all-time home 

run leader among foreign-born players. Pujols, who ranks seventh all-time with 614 homers, will have to 

continue his chase next season, as he is 16 away from tying Ken Griffey Jr. for sixth place. 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/429722/ervin-santana
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3. Billy Eppler & Co.'s penchant for unearthing hidden pitching gems 

Though their pitching staff was beset by injuries, the Angels managed to stay afloat thanks to several 

low-cost additions that made significant contributions to the club's rotation and bullpen. JC Ramirez, a 

waiver claim from 2016, and Parker Bridwell, who was acquired from the Orioles for cash considerations 

in April, unexpectedly emerged as two of the Angels' most dependable starters after Garrett 

Richards and Tyler Skaggs landed on the disabled list at the beginning of the year. Yusmeiro Petit, Bud 

Norris and Blake Parker, all of whom earned relief jobs as non-roster invitees out of Spring Training, 

proved to be key cogs and were often deployed in high-leverage situations out of the bullpen. 

Petit and Norris will be free agents this winter, but the Angels also claimed Blake Wood and Noe 

Ramirez off waivers in August, netting another pair of right-handed relievers with upside who could 

factor into the bullpen mix in 2018. 

4. Andrelton Simmons' continued development 

Simmons has long been known for his defensive prowess, but the Angels shortstop took a step toward 

becoming a more complete player by making some adjustments at the plate this season. He ended up 

enjoying one of the best years of his career, batting .278 with a career-high .752 OPS and 14 home runs, 

his most since hitting 17 with the Braves in 2013. Simmons' 38 doubles and 19 stolen bases were also 

career bests, and he finished with a slugging percentage (.421) more than 40 points higher than his 

career average. 

Still, Simmons' greatest value to the Angels came through his world-class defense. He led the Majors 

with 33 Defensive Runs Saved, according to FanGraphs, and made dazzling plays on a nightly basis, 

executing effortless jump throws, making a barehanded catch on a relay throw from the outfield and 

once deking the Astros into two rundowns in one stunning sequence. Simmons won two Gold Glove 

Awards with Atlanta, and he has a compelling case to nab his first in the AL this year. 

5. Comeback kids 

The Angels proved to be a resilient club this season, which was best illustrated by their Major League-

best 47 comeback victories in 2017. Their most thrilling win arguably came in the second week of the 

season, when they rallied for seven runs in the bottom of the ninth to stun the Mariners, 10-9, and 

complete a three-game sweep at Angel Stadium. 

Pujols drove in three runs in the wild inning, crushing a leadoff homer to spark the rally before tying the 

game with a two-run, two-out single. Cliff Pennington then ended it with a walk-off single. 

"There's no time limit in these games," Pennington said afterward. "You've got to get 27 outs. They 

didn't get the 27th one today." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/433589/yusmeiro-petit
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/defensive-runs-saved
http://m.mlb.com/player/460060/cliff-pennington
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Angels counting on healthier pitching staff in '18 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

ANAHEIM -- The Angels' greatest source of optimism heading into 2018 centers around a starting 

rotation that is projected to be healthier and deeper than it has been over the last two seasons. 

Injuries decimated the Angels' rotation in two consecutive years, a major reason why the club posted 

back-to-back losing seasons for the first time since 1992-93, but the outlook is brighter next year, 

when Garrett Richards, Andrew Heaney, Tyler Skaggs, Matt Shoemaker, Nick Tropeano, Parker 

Bridwell and JC Ramirez are all expected to arrive to Spring Training healthy. 

"We have a lot of guys in here that have to stay healthy in order for us to get to where we want to get 

to," Richards said. "You look at our team on paper, and it looks great. But if you're not out there on the 

field, then it doesn't really matter. I think just speaking for me and maybe a couple of other, younger 

guys on the team, we've got to really focus on staying healthy, that's it." 

Richards, Skaggs and Heaney all missed most of the last two seasons, and Shoemaker underwent 

season-ending surgery two years in a row after being hit on the head by a line drive in the final month of 

the 2016 season and experiencing radial nerve compression in 2017. Tropeano did not pitch this year as 

he continued to rehab from August 2016 Tommy John surgery, and Ramirez spent the final six weeks of 

this season sidelined with a partial tear of the ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow, though the 

Angels are optimistic that it will not require a surgical repair. 

"When somebody goes down, we are all like, 'Really? This is happening?"' Richards said. "I don't think 

there's any method to the madness. It's all just sheer bad luck, to be real." 

Still, Richards and Skaggs are heading into the offseason healthy, and the Angels believe Heaney is over 

the shoulder soreness that cost him his last three starts this year. Shoemaker is on a throwing program 

and plans to work up to bullpen sessions before shutting it down for the winter, and Tropeano is 

progressing toward pitching in the instructional league in Arizona this fall. 

The return of those five arms, combined with the breakout seasons of Bridwell and Ramirez, give the 

Angels confidence that they can continue to build off their 80-82 finish in 2017. 

"The difference from 80 wins to 90 wins, I don't believe that gap is as big as it was last year," manager 

Mike Scioscia said Monday. "I'm very, very optimistic and excited." 

Despite the injury concerns surrounding many of the club's starters, general manager Billy Eppler said he 

feels comfortable heading into next season with the depth that he already has, meaning the Angels are 

unlikely to make any high-profile pitching additions via the free-agent market. Eppler said he hopes to 

extract 600 innings from his top five starters in 2018, and he included prospect Jaime Barria among the 

pitchers who could help the rotation next year. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
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"I don't look at it as some kind of blind optimism, like we're closing our eyes and blowing out candles on 

a birthday cake, thinking, 'Let's get better,' and we're going to do it," Eppler said. "It's more than that. 

It's the players here giving us that belief. And again, they've got to be able to take the ball and they've 

got to be able to contribute. They've got to get up to 150 innings, ideally. It'd be great if it were more 

than that." 

A bigger priority for the Angels will be finding ways to improve their offense, which ranked 11th in the 

American League in on-base percentage (.315) and runs scored (710) and last in OPS (.712). First, second 

and third base are the most glaring holes, along with left field, should Justin Upton decide to exercise his 

opt-out clause and become a free agent. 

"I'm going to look to improve anywhere possible, but I want our team on-base percentage to be up at 

.330 or higher," Eppler said. "It's something I learned from my mentors a long time ago: get that on-base 

percentage up. Don't make so many outs." 

 

                                                             FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS                   

Angels miss postseason again, yet optimism reigns in Anaheim 

Assoicated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Given their extensive pitching injuries, a depleted farm system and several fairly 

big lineup flaws, the Los Angeles Angels got a whole lot closer to a playoff appearance than they had any 

right to expect at midseason. 

But another October absence during Mike Trout's prime will provide plenty of winter motivation for the 

Angels to make an immediate return to World Series contention — and their gritty stretch run suggests 

they finally might have the core to do it. 

"I think it was extraordinary the way these guys kept coming back and kept us in the race with losing so 

many of our players, particularly in our rotation," manager Mike Scioscia said after the first back-to-back 

losing seasons of his tenure. 

The Angels (80-82) finished below .500 in consecutive seasons for the first time since 1994, missing the 

playoffs for the third straight year since finishing 2014 with the majors' best record. Trout and Albert 

Pujols have been together in Anaheim for six full seasons, and they still haven't won a playoff game. 

Yet the Angels stayed in the postseason race until the 158th game of the year, and they made a six-

game improvement on last season's record. Los Angeles added left fielder Justin Upton and second 

baseman Brandon Phillips for the stretch, keeping up the pressure on Minnesota until a late fade. 

"I think there's a lot more than went right with our club this year than went wrong," Scioscia said. "I 

think there are a lot of pieces in there ... to be championship-caliber, and there are some things we 

know we have to improve on and get better." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
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They can improve, but the Angels also would benefit greatly from a bit more injury luck than they've had 

recently. 

Their best starting pitcher, Garrett Richards, missed five months with an irritated nerve in his biceps. 

Matt Shoemaker, Huston Street, Andrew Heaney, Alex Meyer and Tyler Skaggs were among several 

pitchers missing extensive time with injuries. 

The Angels' offseason is intriguing because they've finally got some money to spend. 

Josh Hamilton's disastrous contract is finally off the books, freeing up the $26.41 million paid to the 

long-departed outfielder this season as Los Angeles' highest-paid player. With other departing free 

agents, the Angels could have as much as $75 million with which to replenish their lineup, and owner 

Arte Moreno usually isn't shy about spending. 

General manager Billy Eppler has made several strong moves in his two-year rebuild of this fractured 

franchise, and he has the framework in place to keep getting better. 

More things to watch while the Angels spend a long offseason preparing for a playoff return: 

FOUR MORE YEARS: Pujols has four years and $114 million remaining on his contract. He will be 38 years 

old when he reports to spring training after a season in which he hit his 600th career homer in June, but 

also sunk to career lows in batting average (.241), on-base percentage (.286) and slugging percentage 

(.386). Pujols was a designated hitter who struggled even to run out ground balls, yet he also drove in 

101 runs and reached 614 career homers. The Angels remain publicly confident Pujols can bounce back 

in 2018 after an offseason without surgery and rehabilitation. 

UPTON'S DECISION: Upton must decide shortly after the World Series whether to opt out of the final 

four years and $88.5 million of his contract. Most experts think the slugger's deal is roughly on par with 

his perceived value on the free-agent market, so the Angels are hoping he'll stick with them in their 

stellar outfield if he thinks the Angels will be a contender next year. 

SOSH RETURNS: The longest-tenured manager in baseball said he plans to return for his 19th season in 

the spring, and Scioscia said he doesn't mind working in the final year of his contract if the Angels don't 

sign him to an extension. Moreno has remained loyal to Scioscia through much tougher setbacks than 

this, and Scioscia appears to work well with Eppler. 

REBUILT PEN: Eppler has done a remarkable job of finding good pitchers on other teams' scrap heaps, 

from surprise starters Parker Bridwell and J.C. Ramirez to solid relievers Yusmeiro Petit, Bud Norris and 

Blake Parker. With relatively little help expected from a farm system that was considered the majors' 

worst when he arrived, Eppler will have to restock the Angels in much the same manner. 

MIKE'S TIME: Although Trout had another stellar season, he missed six weeks after injuring his thumb in 

a headfirst slide. That absence probably will prevent him from winning his third AL MVP award in four 

years despite leading the AL in on-base percentage (.442) and slugging percentage (.629). Trout has said 
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he is happy with the franchise's direction, and the Angels plan to continue to build around his 

formidable talent. 

 

                                                                   FROM ESPN.COM                    

Power Rankings: Indians eye bigger prize than regular-season No. 1 

ESPN.com  

For weeks, the voters have been absolutely certain about who this year's No. 1 was. Where previous 

selections like the Astros early on or the Dodgers up into September ultimately faded and fell back, the 

Indians never let go of that unanimity among our voters once they achieved it. The Tribe's late-season 

rally didn't just put the American League Central race away for good, it ultimately earned them the best 

record in the AL, and the simply fun distinction of being this year's final No. 1 club. 

The rest of the top 10 in our rankings wavered just slightly in the season's final week. The Twins moved 

into the top 10 while also clinching the AL's second wild-card slot, in part by finishing the second half by 

scoring more runs after the All-Star break than they had in the first half (in 14 fewer games), while 

allowing 138 fewer. That's some serious Bartolo Colon magic, plus a whole lot of Byron Buxton and 

other home-cooked goodness. The other tweak within the league's best was the Diamondbacks' move 

up another slot, putting the AL East's dynamic duo of the Red Sox and Yankees in the shade on the 

season's final lap. 

Further down in the rankings, you'll find plenty of in-season also-rans who had their moments. The 

Brewers and Cardinals slipped from top-10 consideration only at the very end, while challenges by the 

Mariners, Royals, Rangers and Orioles all ultimately came up short, here with the voters as well as in the 

standings. With the season completed, the field of 30 is down to 10, and soon eight. Those excused first 

can get a head start on making stronger runs for top honors -- and perhaps some postseason glory -- 

next season. 

This week's voters are Bradford Doolittle, Eric Karabell, Tim Kurkjian, David Schoenfield and Mark Simon. 

1. Cleveland Indians 

Record: 102-60 

Week 25 ranking: No. 1 

The Indians made history with their in-season winning streak, now they just have to win 11 more games 

to earn the Tribe's first World Series title since 1948. Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez keyed an 

offense that scored the Indians' most runs since the high-injection offense of the Naughty Aughties back 

in 2006. But the real breakthrough was on the mound, where Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer broke 

through with big years, joining ace Corey Kluber to give Cleveland a decisive starting pitching edge. Now 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/cle/cleveland-indians
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32129/francisco-lindor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32801/jose-ramirez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28968/carlos-carrasco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32014/trevor-bauer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30981/corey-kluber
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the challenge is whether a rotation-enabled Indians team can surpass last season's short-staffed run to a 

World Series loss in seven games. -- Christina Kahrl, ESPN.com 

2. Houston Astros 

Record: 101-61 

Week 25 ranking: No. 2 

Everybody's favorite bottom-up rebuild scaled heights only one Astros team ever reached by winning 

100 or more regular-season games -- just four years after losing 111 -- and the front office sent a 

message about its commitment to win more still by trading for Tigers ace Justin Verlander at the end of 

August. The team is still stocked with prime talent under club control for years yet and Verlander will be 

around for two more years, so there's this October's shot to win it all, and then there's a bid to build a 

dynasty to dominate the AL West for years to come still to come. -- Kahrl 

3. Los Angeles Dodgers 

Record: 104-58 

Week 25 ranking: No. 3 

Will the real Dodgers please stand up? The same team that got to 91-36 and invited questions of 

whether they'd set the all-time single-season record for wins suffered a 1-16 stumble, and their 12-6 

finish came with the benefit of beating up on the hapless Giants and Padres. They'll face much better in 

the postseason, when their year-long roster juggling won't be a factor within the short series. Will the 

Dodgers' best 25 take the wild-card winners'? When any club starts from Clayton Kershaw, Yu 

Darvish, Cody Bellinger and Corey Seager, you can believe it. Now it's on Dave Roberts' team to make it 

real. -- Kahrl 

4. Washington Nationals 

Record: 97-65 

Week 25 ranking: No. 4 

Max Scherzer's health being in any sort of question is obviously a major issue. His availability is a 

necessity if the Nationals want to win Dusty Baker his first World Series (only Gene Mauch has more 

years managed in the World Series era with no titles). Scherzer is looking for a defining postseason 

moment. He has a 4.56 ERA in his past four postseason starts and the most recent memory is that he 

couldn't get through the seventh inning of Game 5 of last year's National League Division Series. Right 

now the Nationals just hope he's healthy enough to pitch in such a game. -- Mark Simon, ESPN Stats & 

Information 
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5. Chicago Cubs 

Record: 92-70 

Week 25 ranking: No. 5 

Talk about adjusting your standards: Should anyone be disappointed that Anthony Rizzo, Kris 

Bryant and Kyle Schwarber hit "just" 91 home runs this year? Absolutely not, even in a record-setting 

season for home runs, and if Willson Contreras hadn't missed a month, the Cubs could have had a 

quartet delivering an average of 30 homers apiece. If the front office keeps them together, they're only 

getting started on a slugging romp that might start knocking the bricks loose in Wrigley in the years to 

come. -- Kahrl 

6. Arizona Diamondbacks 

Record: 93-69 

Week 24 ranking: No. 7 

While it's easy to note that this year's D-backs owe much to their former front office's moves -- signing 

ace Zack Greinke in particular -- credit first-year GM Mike Hazen's crew as well. Getting both Taijuan 

Walkerand Ketel Marte in the Segura trade with Seattle gave both the rotation and middle infield critical 

in-season depth, while getting J.D. Martinez from the Detroit will end up ranking among the most 

productive midseason deals ever after his 29 homers for Arizona. -- Kahrl 

7. Boston Red Sox 

Record: 93-69 

Week 25 ranking: No. 6 

The Sox won back-to-back division titles for the first time ever, but it's a tough road for Boston to get 

back to the World Series for the first time since 2013. They're +450 to reach the World Series, according 

to the oddsmakers, putting them third in the AL behind the Indians and Astros. They'll go on the road to 

Houston, where the likely Game 1 matchup will be Chris Sale in his postseason debut against a red-

hot Justin Verlander. -- Michael Bonzagni, ESPN Stats & Information 

8. New York Yankees 

Record: 91-71 

Week 25 ranking: No. 8 

If it feels like the Yankees arrived a bit early this year, that would be correct. The Yankees' Opening Day 

lineup had an average age of 29.1 years old. According to Elias Sports Bureau research, that's the 

youngest Opening Day lineup for a Yankees playoff team since 1976, when they were 27.8 years old. 

That 1976 team made it to the World Series and was swept by the Reds. -- Sarah Langs, ESPN Stats & 

Information 
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9. Colorado Rockies 

Record: 87-75 

Week 25 ranking: No. 9 

While Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon might split voters' sympathies for any Rockies when it 

comes to the MVP award, they may not be Colorado's only contenders for major hardware outside the 

postseason. Working with the youngest pitching staff in Rockies history (averaging 27.0 years old, lower 

even than the 27.1 from their expansion debut in 1993), first-year Rockies manager Bud Black steered 

them through a rookie-dependent rotation early while working around the absences of Jon Gray, Tyler 

Andersonand Chad Bettis, also using a record six different relievers in 60 or more games apiece. The 

2010 NL Manager of the Year may well have earned his second such award with his deft touch with 

managing a pitching staff at altitude. -- Kahrl 

10. Minnesota Twins 

Record: 85-77 

Week 25 ranking: No. 12 

The Twins are headed to the American League wild-card game to face the Yankees, against whom their 

playoff past is not particularly encouraging. They're 2-12 all-time in the playoffs against the Yankees. But 

in a one-game playoff, anything can happen. With them starting Ervin Santanalikely against Luis 

Severino, it's worth noting in the history of the wild-card game (five years), the team that starts the 

more-experienced starting pitcher by career starts to that point has won eight of the 10 wild-card 

games. The two exceptions are the 2014 Giants, who won behind a shutout from Madison 

Bumgarner (the Pirates started Edinson Volquez) and the 2016 Blue Jays, who started Marcus 

Stroman opposite Chris Tillman and won the game in extras. -- Langs 

11. Milwaukee Brewers 

Record: 86-76 

Week 25 ranking: No. 11 

Yes, there's an "oh what could have been" feeling to this season, given the way it ended, but there's so 

much for Brewers fans to feel positive about. At the top of the list is that they have a legit MVP 

candidate in Travis Shaw and a potential ace in Chase Anderson, even though both are late bloomers. 

They also have a dominant closer in Corey Knebel, end-of-the-season results notwithstanding. The tricky 

thing for the Brewers is knowing what they are. If the front office feels the numbers of those three can 

be replicated, they can surround them with complementary talent. If not, they have some work to do, 

especially in their starting rotation. -- Simon 
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12. St. Louis Cardinals 

Record: 83-79 

Week 25 ranking: No. 10 

If you had said before the season that Tommy Pham would be a six-WAR player, you probably would 

have pegged the Cardinals as a playoff lock. But in the end, they were not as good as the sum of their 

parts. They were 24-29 in one-run games and had a penchant for blowing multiple-run leads, which had 

to have been demoralizing. Among their priorities for the offseason will be finding a new closer and 

figuring out how Dexter Fowler's defense in center field declined so dramatically. -- Simon 

13. Tampa Bay Rays 

Record: 80-82 

Week 25 ranking: No. 15 

The Rays' MVP in 2017 was their defense, and that's more than just Gold Glove center fielder Kevin 

Kiermaier. They led the league in defensive runs saved, improving the caliber of their infield 

considerably. No team got more value out of their shifts than the Rays and a large part of that was 

moving Brad Miller off shortstop in favor of Tim Beckham and then Adeiny Hechavarria. Their presence 

also made Evan Longoria better, because it meant he had less ground to cover and could thus man his 

position in the manner many know he could. This team knows how to save runs, but now its issue is 

scoring them as the Rays ranked among the worst in the majors in runs scored. -- Simon 

14. Los Angeles Angels 

Record: 80-82 

Week 25 ranking: No. 14 

The Angels have finished below .500 in consecutive seasons for the first time under Mike Scioscia, who 

began managing the team in 2000. After coming up short in a run at the second wild card, they will 

continue to try to build around Mike Trout and Andrelton Simmons, who combined for almost 14.0 WAR 

this season and are both under club control through 2020. -- Paul Hembekides, ESPN Stats & Information 

15. Seattle Mariners 

Record: 78-84 

Week 25 ranking: No. 16 

The Mariners haven't reached the postseason since 2001, the longest active drought in MLB. Their 

pitchers spent a combined 1,114 days on the disabled list this season, the most of any team. As a result, 

Seattle used 17 different starting pitchers, the most of any team since the 2006 Royals. -- Hembekides 
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16. Kansas City Royals 

Record: 80-82 

Week 25 ranking: No. 17 

This Royals team had a fantastic run together, but with many of their core players poised to get large 

free-agent deals this offseason, the run is likely over. The Royals should still be a good team next year, 

but without all of their stars taking a hometown discount or a major infusion of talent, making the 

playoffs again will be a tall order. -- Bonzagni 

17. Texas Rangers 

Record: 78-84 

Week 25 ranking: No. 13 

Beyond second-guessing the Darvish trade and whether it cost the Rangers a shot at the postseason, the 

Rangers must now rebuild a pitching staff that ranked last in the majors in strikeout rate while also 

facing the prospect of losing staff ERA leader Andrew Cashner as a free agent. Can they field a winner in 

2018, the last season that Adrian Beltre is under contract, or will their future be defined by slugfests and 

sporadic solo shots (and more frequent strikeouts) from Joey Gallo and Rougned Odor? -- Kahrl 

18. Toronto Blue Jays 

Record: 76-86 

Week 25 ranking: No. 20 

The Blue Jays finished with 86 losses, their most since losing 88 games in 2013. Rebounding from that 

year, the Jays won nine more games in 2014 than 2013, and then made back-to-back playoff 

appearances in 2015 and 2016. This time around, they scored just 4.3 runs per game, the second-fewest 

in the American League this season. -- Langs 

19. Miami Marlins 

Record: 77-85 

Week 25 ranking: No. 19 

The Marlins have finished above .500 six times in franchise history, but none since 2009. That's the 

season before Giancarlo Stantondebuted. But by many measures, the individual results of the 2017 

Marlins can be considered successes, considering Stanton's 59 home runs, Marcell Ozunahitting 30-plus 

homers with 100-plus RBIs, and Dee Gordon notching 200 hits and 60 steals for the second time in a 

season. -- Langs 
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20. Baltimore Orioles 

Record: 75-87 

Week 25 ranking: No. 18 

When Buck Showalter took over the Orioles in 2011, they'd had a losing record in 10 of their prior 11 

seasons, including six straight. They had a losing record in 2011, but then they turned it around, posting 

a .500-or-better record each season from 2012-16. That streak ended this season, but will it usher in 

major changes this winter? -- Langs 

21. Oakland Athletics 

Record: 75-87 

Week 25 ranking: No. 21 

Slugging feats from Khris Davis, Matt Olson and Matt Chapman may have propelled the A's to a top-four 

finish in home runs, but that was in a homeriffic season. Perhaps the most promising development in 

the A's strong second half (36-37) was their improvement from MLB's worst defense via defensive runs 

saved to posting positive numbers after the break. Their young pitching staff didn't make progress, but 

better defensive help could help them turn the corner. One big offseason question about that defense: 

Should Marcus Semien stay at shortstop? -- Kahrl 

22. Pittsburgh Pirates 

Record: 75-87 

Week 25 ranking: No. 23 

There are two huge questions for the Pirates this offseason: which direction will Starling 

Marte and Gerrit Cole go? Marte looked like something closer to his old self at season's end 

(.312/.363/.442 in his last 39 games) and not like the player who was hitting .239 on Aug. 13. Though it 

is interesting (given his PED suspension) that his hard-hit rate dropped to just 9 percent in this hot 

stretch. Cole was largely inconsistent. His home run rate tripled from two seasons ago. A 2.74 ERA over a 

seven-start stretch in July and early August was followed by a 5.04 ERA in his last nine starts. -- Simon 

23. Atlanta Braves 

Record: 72-90 

Week 25 ranking: No. 22 

This offseason, the Braves need to add some power to their lineup. They were top-five in batting 

average in the NL in 2017, but bottom-five in homers, extra-base hits and runs scored. Shoring up the 

bullpen should also be a major priority. If they can do that, and if Julio Teheran gets back to his 2016 

form, they could challenge for a wild-card spot next season. -- Bonzagni 
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24. New York Mets 

Record: 70-92 

Week 25 ranking: No. 26 

Here's a simple and ugly way to sum up the Mets' season. Of their top eight pitchers in games started, 

seven had an ERA of at least 5.00. From that end, this season was a debacle defined by injuries and bad 

decisions, which often went hand-in-hand, but at least Noah Syndergaard now knows the importance of 

MRIs. The 2018 Mets are a team in need of certainty and a front office/on-field staff that are in sync on 

how to best get through to younger players, particularly a pitching staff whose confidence has gone 

from sky-high to significantly shaken. -- Simon 

25. Cincinnati Reds 

Record: 68-94 

Week 25 ranking: No. 25 

The Reds have lost at least 90 games in three consecutive seasons for the first time since doing so in five 

straight years from 1930-1934. They did so even as Joey Votto led the National League in OBP for the 

sixth time in the past eight seasons, joining Barry Bonds and Rogers Hornsby as the only players to 

accomplish that feat. -- Hembekides 

26. San Diego Padres 

Record: 71-91 

Week 25 ranking: No. 24 

The Padres didn't have high expectations coming into the season, so it's tough to call this year a 

disappointment. They're stuck in the best division in baseball, and it seems like the Dodgers, D-backs 

and Rockies should be good teams for the foreseeable future. On top of that, the Giants have the 

resources to turn things around after a dreadful 2017. Their long-term rebuild faces a steep slope as far 

as a return to contention. -- Bonzagni 

27. Chicago White Sox 

Record: 67-95 

Week 25 ranking: No. 28 

The White Sox posted their worst record since 2013 and drew their lowest attendance since 1999, but a 

few bright spots emerged. Avisail Garcia enjoyed a breakout season, posting the best batting average 

(.330) of any White Sox player since Frank Thomas in 1997. Rookie Lucas Giolito allowed two runs or 

fewer in five of his seven starts and looks poised to anchor what will likely be among the youngest 

rotations in MLB next season. -- Hembekides 
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28. Philadelphia Phillies 

Record: 66-96 

Week 25 ranking: No. 27 

The Phillies announced last week that Pete Mackanin would not return as manager in 2018, despite the 

team's second-half improvement. Philadelphia went 37-38 in the second half after entering the All-Star 

break with the worst record in MLB (29-58). Rhys Hoskins hit 18 home runs as a rookie, the most by any 

player in any season to play 50 or fewer games. -- Hembekides 

29. San Francisco Giants 

Record: 64-98 

Week 25 ranking: No. 29 

A 98-loss season was not the follow-up to an NLDS loss that the Giants were hoping for. That many 

defeats tied with the Giants' 1943 season for second-most in franchise history. They avoided the 

ignominy of 100 losses, which has happened just once in their history (1985). This is the first time since 

2007 that the Giants finished in last place in the NL West; 2007 was manager Bruce Bochy's first season 

with the Giants, and Barry Bonds' last, a year that transitioned from Bonds to Tim Lincecum. Perhaps 

this season will mark a transition to another new phase of Giants baseball. -- Langs 

30. Detroit Tigers 

Record: 64-98 

Week 25 ranking: No. 30 

The rebuild is on in Detroit, and it has been a long time in the making. GM Al Avila managed to replenish 

a depleted farm system and get a lot of money off the books, but don't be surprised if the Tigers 

continue to be active in the trade market this offseason. It might be a rough couple of years on the field 

for Detroit, but if we learned anything from the Astros, things will turn around if you stick with a plan. –

 Bonzagni 

 

                                                             FROM SPORTING NEWS                   

Angels' Justin Upton 'increasingly likely' to opt out of contract, report says 

By Alec Brzezinski 

Justin Upton came up just short in helping the Angels get back to the postseason. 

After starting the season with the Tigers, Upton was sent to Los Angeles before the July 31 trade 

deadline. Upton finished the year with 35 home runs, 109 RBIs and a .901 OPS — all career highs — but 

the Angels were still edged out by the Twins for the final American League wild-card spot. 
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Upton joined the Angels in the second season of a six-year, $132.75 million contract with an opt-out 

clause after the second year. According to MLB Network, it is becoming "increasingly likely" Upton will 

use the opt-out clause and become a free agent this offseason. 

The report also stated that Upton enjoyed his time with the Angels, and could just want to renegotiate 

his current contract with them as a free agent. But Upton, 30, already is slated to make just over $22.1 

million each year for the next four years. 

His main competition in the free-agent market, should he opt out, could come from former Tigers 

teammate J.D. Martinez, who belted 29 of his 45 home runs this season after getting sent to the 

Diamondbacks before the July 31 trade deadline. 

 

                                                                 FROM USA TODAY SPORTS                   

30 Hall of Famers Mike Trout surpassed in career WAR 

By Ted Berg / For The Win 

Mike Trout's 2017 season finished up on Sunday, meaning this represents the final Mike Trout Monday 

of the year. Trout ended with a flourish, smacking four homers over his final six games and chipping in a 

dope defensive play. 

Trout finished the season with a 1.071 OPS, the best in the Majors. He established new career bests in 

on-base percentage, slugging, home-run rate, walk rate, and strikeout rate, and for the first time, he 

walked more often than he struck out for the season. He stole 22 bases and got caught stealing only four 

times. 

But because Trout, for the first time, missed a significant stretch of the season with injury, 2017 will go 

down as his least productive full season to date. His 6.7 WAR for the season was good enough to rank 

fifth among AL position players, but fell short of the 7.4 he needed to surpass Ty Cobb as the most 

valuable 25-year-old player of all time. Trout will need 7.9 WAR to get to the top of the same list for 26-

year-olds, and he's never had a fully healthy season without getting there. 

Nonetheless, Trout surpassed 30 Hall of Famers in career WAR over the course of the 2017 season, 

including some MLB legends, after surpassing 32 Hall of Famers in career WAR in 2016. His course up 

the career WAR leaderboard has been monitored closely in this space, and he passed two more Hall of 

Famers in career WAR since the last update in early September. They're the first two guys on this list, 

followed by the 28 he surpassed earlier this season. 

1. Enos Slaughter: Slaughter would certainly still have a higher career WAR than Mike Trout if he hadn't 

spent three years in the thick of his prime serving in the Air Force in World War II. Soon after his return, 

he became a Cardinals hero by blowing through his third-base coach's stop sign to score the go-ahead 

run in the eighth inning of Game 7 of the 1946 World Series against the Red Sox. A 10-time All-Star who 
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was a good hitter into his early 40s, Slaughter won two World Series rings with the Cardinals on either 

side of his military service, and two more with the Yankees as a part-time player late in his career. He 

played parts of 19 seasons and collected 2,393 big-league hits, but he did not accrue more career WAR 

than 26-year-old Mike Trout has right now. 

2. Billy Herman: Like Slaughter, Herman also missed time to military service in World War II. His best 

seasons came for the Cubs in the 1930s, an era in which Al Capone was a frequent guest at Wrigley 

Field. A disciplined righty hitter with gap power, Herman was known as one of the best defensive second 

basemen of his time and earned 10 All-Star nods in his career. Paul Waner, a Hall of Famer Mike Trout 

has not yet surpassed in career WAR, once said of Herman's defense, "I'll hit one I think is through there 

and Herman suddenly comes up through a trapdoor and is standing right in front of the ball." 

3. Mickey Cochrane 

4. Bid McPhee 

5. Sam Rice 

6. Burleigh Grimes 

7. Joe Tinker 

8. Harry Hooper 

9. Elmer Flick 

10. Jimmy Collins 

11. Gabby Hartnett 

12. Joe Sewell 

13. Tony Perez 

14. Willie Keeler 

15. Bill Terry 

16. Max Carey 

17. Joe Kelley 

18. Kirby Puckett 

19. Bobby Doerr 

20. Jim O'Rourke 

21. Waite Hoyt 

22. Dave Bancroft 

23. Nellie Fox 

24. Sandy Koufax 

25. Bob Lemon 

26. Charles "Chief" Bender 

27. Ralph Kiner 

28. Larry Doby 

29. Tony Lazzeri 

30. Orlando Cepeda 
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