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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1919-The Reds purchase Ray Fisher from the Yankees. Missing the 1918 season after being drafted into the Army, Fisher 

will go on to play two seasons for the Reds, collecting a 24-16 record, with a 2.47 ERA, 22 complete games, 6 shut outs, and 

375.1 innings pitched 

 

MLB.COM 
 

Barnhart gains from improved defensive metrics 

Gold Glove catcher praised for excellence behind plate, game calling 

By Alyson Footer MLB.com @alysonfooter 

Mar. 14th, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Once upon a time, managers and coaches would peruse a semi-thick stats packet and a one-sheet ballot, 

and spend maybe 10 minutes deciding on their choices for Gold Glove Awards. 

 

Sure, there were managers and coaches who took the exercise seriously and spent time poring over the information given to them. 

But others were not so diligent. They'd glance over the names, see someone they liked, remember that they hit well that year and 

check the box next to his name. 

 

Offense isn't supposed to have anything to do with Gold Glove voting, of course. But in the "old" days, the most advanced stats 

available in terms of defense were errors made, which only told a sliver of the story. With nothing but a handful of surface stats and 

a manager or coach's memory bank to serve as "data," it's no wonder a player's batting average often sneaked in as criteria -- 

subliminally or not -- in the voting process. 

 

Today, it's better. Good defensive players, including those who are lesser-known, are getting their due, because there are now better 

defensive stats to support the candidacy. A prime example? Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart. 

 

"I don't exactly have the biggest name like [Yadier] Molina or [Buster] Posey," Barnhart acknowledged. "It's helped me out a lot." 

 

Barnhart, 27, played for a last-place team in 2017. He's in the same division as Molina, the catcher most consider to be the best of 

this generation, defensively. 

 

And, Barnhart is a career .257 hitter. 

 

None of this should factor into whether he's Gold Glove-worthy. And last year, it didn't. Barnhart won his first, rewarded for true 

defensive excellence behind the plate, as evidenced by actual defensive metrics. 

 

This may not have been the case a decade-plus ago. 

 

"I've always been a guy that's had to play good defense to stay on the field," Barnhart said. "I'm going to be a productive hitter, but 

I'm not going to be the guy that's going to hit in the middle of the order. Being able to have those advanced stats, Defensive Runs 

Saved, all of that really helps." 

 

Defensive Runs Saved (DRS) supported Barnhart's Gold Glove candidacy over most others. According to FanGraphs, his 11 DRS 

last year was fourth best in the Majors. His 2.8 Defensive Wins Above Replacement led all National League players. 

 

Traditional stats supported his abilities as well. In 2017, Barnhart committed one error in 926 1/3 innings caught. 

 

"All of us that have never caught say, 'Who in their right mind would choose to put that gear on and go blocking baseballs and 

getting foul tips off the forearm and the fingers and all that stuff?'" Reds manager Bryan Price said. "So, the mentality part is there. 

The thing is, he understands his most important contributions to the team are what he does behind the plate." 



 

Barnhart, who homered Wednesday during the Reds' 7-3 loss to the Diamondbacks, may have more Gold Gloves in his future, 

though ultimately, it's his relationship with the pitchers that matters the most to him. The two probably go hand-in-hand -- a 

defensively sound catcher who's going to block balls in the dirt, use his agility to prevent disasters from happening and know every 

hitter that comes to the plate is going to be a favorite among both well-informed evaluators and the pitchers he's working with. 

 

"It's being able to get your pitcher through a game," Barnhart said. "If a guy has no-hit stuff, it's easy. It's the times where you have 

to try and work the guy through the game and they don't have their best stuff. That's the most fun that I have, albeit the most 

stressful, but it's the most fun." 

 

In that respect, maybe there should be a TAM (Trust Among Pitchers) metric. 

 

"He does his homework," said Robert Stephenson, who started the game against the D-backs. "He knows every hitter, inside and 

out. You see him studying the lineup and go over the game plan, obviously not as much during Spring Training, but during the 

season. You feel a lot more comfortable having a guy like that behind the plate that you can trust." 

 

 

Reds' rotation picture remains mysterious 

Unpredictable spring complicates starter projections; Price impressed with Blandino 

By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 

Mar. 14th, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The Reds' rotation picture has had some comings and goings in recent days, from the bummer that was 

Anthony DeSclafani's oblique injury to the bump in the road that was Brandon Finnegan's biceps strain to the bliss of a newborn 

baby that has yanked Luis Castillo (proud pop to daughter Brittany) out of camp for a few days. 

 

All of the above have impacted the spring schedule and, ergo, the race to fill out the Reds' rotation. There are more innings available 

for those trying to stretch out and stick in the season-opening starting five, including Michael Lorenzen, Tyler Mahle, Robert 

Stephenson, Amir Garrett and Sal Romano. Another name has even entered the mix, with the Reds sliding left-hander Cody Reed 

into the starting slot for Saturday's game against the Giants. 

 

Reed will join Garrett, who starts against the D-backs on Sunday, in getting his first starting nod of the spring. And Romano, just 

like rotation lock Homer Bailey, will be starting a Minor League game this weekend (Romano on Friday, Bailey on Saturday) on the 

backfields. Counterintuitive though it may sound, a Minor League start could be an indication that Romano has won a Major League 

job, but the Reds have not confirmed as much. 

 

In other words, the Reds' rotation outlook is no less complicated today than it was at the start of camp. 

 

The uncertainty surrounding Finnegan further clouds matters. His injury is not considered serious, but, because he has only been 

cleared to play catch so far, the calendar might work against him being ready in time for the start of the season. 

 

"It just depends," manager Bryan Price told reporters. "With the fifth starter, if he went into that position, it would be easier. It 

would also largely depend on how quickly he's back into game condition." 

 

Things are so up in the air right now that Price prefers not to publicly commit to an Opening Day starter, even if the safe money is 

on Bailey getting that March 29 assignment vs. the Nats. 

 

"Better safe than sorry, at this point," Price said. 

 

Stephenson, despite coming off a strong second half of 2017, wasn't feeling any safer after his two-inning outing against the D-

backs at Salt River Fields on Wednesday. Unable to command his offspeed pitches, Stephenson was tagged for four runs (three 

earned) on five hits with two walks and two strikeouts in the Reds' 7-3 loss. His frustration with the shaky start underscored the 

pressure placed upon the young arms as they vie for a job. 

 

"It's a challenge, for sure," said Stephenson, who has a 9.00 ERA through eight innings. "I definitely want to go out there and prove 

that I belong in that rotation. And I feel that when I'm pitching the way I should, I definitely do. But the way I have lately, I'm not 

very happy with it." 

 

The Reds' higher-ups would be a lot happier with a stable starting set, but the roster and the spring bear what they bear. And right 

now, this rotation still has more questions than answers. 

 

Camp battle 



 

Dilson Herrera's designation (working through a shoulder injury, Herrera was outrighted to Triple-A Louisville after clearing 

waivers on Tuesday) gives a little more clarity to the Reds' infield depth picture. Veteran Cliff Pennington, who is in camp on a 

Minor League deal, looks to have a very strong chance of cracking the roster, where he'd serve as a backup at shortstop, second and 

third. 

 

Price, though, is as non-committal with the position player side of the roster as he is with the pitching staff. 

 

"We're going to really let this thing go a lot further," he said. "I think it's just going to go down to the wire, trying to define our best 

25-man roster. There's a lot of baseball left to be played." 

 

Price has been impressed with 25-year-old Alex Blandino, who re-asserted himself on the radar with a solid season at Double-A and 

Triple-A last year and, an 0-for-2 on Wednesday aside, has backed that up with a nice camp. The question is whether the Reds 

would want him on the big league bench or getting valuable everyday opportunities down below. 

 

"I think last year was a big year for him," Price said. "He was able to produce and get himself on the roster and get the opportunity 

to come to camp and get playing time with the regulars. He's moved around well, been instinctive on the bases, he's solid 

defensively, and he's swung the bat. I think he's a guy we can do a lot of things with." 

 

Up next 

 

Next up in the rotation battle merry-go-round is Mahle, who will get the starting nod Thursday in a 4:05 p.m. ET "road" date with 

the Indians at Goodyear Ballpark. Mike Clevinger will start for the Tribe. The Reds also have left-handers Kyle Crockett, Oliver 

Perez and Wandy Peralta and right-handers Austin Brice and David Hernandez scheduled to throw. The game can be heard on 

Gameday Audio and on an exclusive Reds audio webcast. 

 

 

Farrell joins Reds as scout 

By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 

Mar. 14th, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. -- Long before he was a World Series-winning manager with the Red Sox in 2013, John Farrell was known 

around the industry as an expert evaluator of talent. He'll be applying that skill set in a new role with the Reds. 

 

Farrell has joined Cincinnati as a scout. He's expected to report to the club's Goodyear camp on Thursday. 

 

The 55-year-old Farrell was dismissed by the Red Sox at the conclusion of the 2017 season, following consecutive American 

League East titles and consecutive AL Division Series disappointments. He's had a baseball career that has included a wide variety 

of roles, from big league pitcher with the Indians, Angels and Tigers from 1987-96, to assistant coach and recruiting coordinator for 

Oklahoma State from 1997-2001, to farm director for the Indians from 2001-2006, to Boston pitching coach from 2007-2010, to 

Blue Jays manager for two seasons, to his overall successful stint as the Sox's skipper. 

 

For a Reds club in transition, Farrell's experience and, especially, eye for pitching will be assets. He will be tasked with evaluating 

the club's system and also serving on special assignments. 

 

"He's just a good baseball man," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "I think that's important, a guy that's fresh off seeing Major 

League games every day for the last X amount of years being able to go through our system and evaluate our players and what they 

look like. I was tickled to death when I heard. The relationship between him and [vice president and senior advisor] Buddy Bell is 

really strong, and that helped us secure him." 

 

Farrell's son, Luke, a right-handed pitcher, played briefly in the Reds' system last year before he was claimed off waivers by the 

Cubs last fall. 

 

 

Phillies duo leads top prospect performers 

Mar. 14th, 2018 

By William Boor MLB.com 

 

The Phillies may have come up short on Wednesday, losing 5-3 to the Braves, but it was still a good day for a pair of the 

organization's top prospects. 

 



Scott Kingery (No. 35 overall, Phillies' No. 2) and Jorge Alfaro (Phillies' No. 7) combined to go 4-for-5 with an RBI, a run scored 

and a pair of extra-base hits. 

 

Kingery, who has played well throughout Spring Training, was a perfect 2-for-2 at the plate with a double. The 23-year-old also 

scored a run and boosted his slash line to .393/.433/.786. 

 

"The second at-bat was really interesting, because it's an indication of his consistent angles and the way the ball comes off the bat," 

Phillies manager Gabe Kapler said. "When he drives the baseball, he gets it in the air. When he gets beat with the baseball, it lands 

on the outfield grass. He's just been very consistent across the board." 

 

Meanwhile, Alfaro hit his second homer in his second two-hit game of the Grapefruit League. The catcher, who had been hitless 

over his past four games (10 at-bats), hit a solo homer in the second frame as part of his 2-for-3 afternoon. 

 

Other top prospect performances from Wednesday's action: 

 

• No. 14 overall prospect Brendan Rodgers (Rockies No. 1) boosted his Spring Training batting average to an even .300 with his 

third homer. Rodgers, who finished 1-for-2, hit a solo homer in the ninth. 

 

• No. 82 overall prospect Jesse Winker (Reds' No. 4) came up with a pair of hits and showed off some speed with his first stolen 

base of the spring. Winker, now hitting .357, went 2-for-3 with a pair of singles. 

 

• Mets No. 10 prospect Luis Guillorme put together a perfect day at the plate in a loss to the Marlins. The 23-year-old, who is hitting 

.323 in Spring Training, notched his first multihit effort as he went 2-for-2 and also drew a pair of walks. 

 

• Cubs No. 22 prospect Alec Mills put together a strong start as he retired six of the seven batters he faced, including each of the 

first four. Mills, who has a 2.45 ERA through 7 1/3 innings, gave up one hit and struck out one in two scoreless innings. 

 

• Dodgers No. 25 prospect Kyle Farmer continued his impressive Spring Training with a two-run homer in his only at-bat against 

the Rockies. Farmer has three homers and is hitting .500 (10-for-20). 

 

• Orioles No. 25 prospect Nestor Cortes Jr. spun his first scoreless outing of the spring, giving up just one hit over 3 1/3 innings. The 

lefty, who has allowed five runs in 10 1/3 innings, also walked two and struck out four. 

 

• Rays prospects Brandon Lowe (No. 15) and Yonny Chirinos (No. 21) led the team to a 9-3 victory over the Pirates with strong 

performances at the plate and on the mound. Chirinos made his second start (sixth appearance) of the Grapefruit League and moved 

to 2-0 after striking out six and giving up one run on three hits in three innings. Lowe picked up his first two hits of the spring, 

going 2-for-2 with a homer. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Cincinnati Reds fall to Arizona Diamondbacks, 7-3 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 7:21 p.m. ET March 14, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – The Reds fell to the Arizona Diamondbacks 7-3 before a sellout crowd of 12,215 at Salt River Fields. 

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

Right-hander Robert Stephenson could not build on his previous solid outing. He went two innings and allowed four runs (three 

earned) on five hits. He walked two and struck out two. 

 

Scott Schebler hit a two-run home run, his second homer of the spring. Schebler is hitting .480 on the spring. Tucker Barnhart hit 

his team-leading fourth home run. He’s hitting .435 on the spring. "(Barnhart's) becoming much of more of two-way player," Reds 

manager Bryan Price said. "He's become a really nice offense player. I have a lot faith in his at-bats. He's had a terrific spring. I 

think he's going to have an offensive season to go with that good catching."  

  

The Reds made two errors – one by Jose Peraza at shortstop and one by Phil Gosselin at second. The Reds have 23 errors in 20 

games this spring. They made 81 in 162 games during the 2017 regular season. 

 

Up next 

 



The Reds play the Cleveland Indians in an “away” game. Right-hander Tyler Mahle (0-0, 3.72) faces right-hander Mike Clevinger 

(0-0, 4.00). The radio is feed will be on reds.com. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds rotation, Opening Day starter still TBA 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:22 p.m. ET March 14, 2018 | Updated 1:30 p.m. ET March 14, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – If you want clarity with a pitching rotation, you’ve come to the wrong team. The Reds aren’t ready to 

announce the Opening Day rotation – or even the Opening Day starter. 

 

“I have a general ideal,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “But before we announce anything we better get further down the road. 

Better safe than sorry at this point.” 

 

It’s a very good bet that it’s going to be Homer Bailey. The other choices were likely Anthony DeSclafani and Luis Castillo. 

DeSclafani is on the shelf with a strained left oblique, and Castillo left camp to be with his wife in New York who is about to 

deliver a baby. To complicate things further, Brandon Finnegan is dealing with a biceps strain.  

 

“We have a lot of balls in the air right now,” Price said. “Finnegan’s pending. Castillo’s pending. With Castillo, it’s pending which 

game he would start. I don’t think we’re worried about his ability to start the season active.” 

 

Finnegan was feeling better Wednesday and was cleared to play catch. Price still holds out hope that Finnegan could start the year 

on the active roster.  

 

“I think so. It just depends,” Price said. “With the fifth starter, if he went into that position, it would be easier. It will also depend 

largely when he’s back in game competition. He does need to be built up. He does need to strengthen and build up resilience and 

tolerance. Multiple innings, multiple pitches. The sooner he gets back on the mound the more probable he could break with the 

club.” 

 

In the meantime, the Reds will continue to backstop themselves by continuing to prepare right-handers Michael Lorenzen, Tyler 

Mahle, Robert Stephenson and left-hander Amir Garrett as starters. Price said left-hander Cody Reed, heretofore competing for a 

bullpen spot, will get a start as well.  

 

To open up some innings, Sal Romano and Bailey will start in the minor league game Friday and Saturday. (Romano hasn’t 

officially been awarded a spot, but all indications are that he’s won one).  

 

“We’ll continue to stretch out these other guys,” Price said. “A lot like years past, where we’re trying to keep a lot of starters in 

competition simply because of the recent turn of events. We know Disco won’t be ready to go, and Finnegan is a question mark at 

this point.” 

 

ON THE ROSTER: The Reds opened a spot on the 40-man roster Tuesday when they optioned Dilson Herrera to Triple-A 

Louisville after he cleared waivers.   

 

That would seem to open a spot for veteran Cliff Pennington, who’s in camp on a minor league deal. Pennington, 33, can play 

shortstop as well as second and third. 

 

But Price isn’t ready to commit to position player spots either. 

 

“For me, this thing is going to go a lot further,” he said. “I don’t want to say longer than originally anticipated, but I think it’s going 

to go down to the wire. I really do – trying to define our best 25-man roster.  I think there’s a lot of baseball yet to be played. It’s 

(March 14). We’ve got two more weeks of spring training games and exhibitions. I don’t know how soon we’re going to be able to 

define a 25-man roster.” 

 

 

Robert Stephenson struggles to throw strikes – not good when you're competing for a spot 

Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:02 p.m. ET March 14, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – Robert Stephenson knew pretty quickly Wednesday that he didn’t have command of his breaking stuff. He 

was facing the Arizona Diamondbacks’ 'A' lineup. 

 

So the results were predictable. 



 

Stephenson went two innings and allowed four runs (three earned) on five hits. He walked two and struck out two. Only 24 of of his 

51 pitches were strikes.  

 

For a guy with a guaranteed spot in the rotation such an outing would not be a big deal. You know the old: “I’m getting ready. I’m 

working on stuff.”  

 

But Stephenson, the 25-year-old right-hander, isn’t not guaranteed a spot in the rotation – or on the 25-man roster for that matter. 

Stephenson is one of six pitchers competing for the opening on rotation. With so many in it a little over two weeks from Opening 

Day, the pressure is on in every outing. 

 

“It’s a challenge for sure,” Stephenson said. “I want to go out there and make the best impression possible. So far, I don’t think I 

have. Basically, I want to go out and pound the zone.” 

 

Stephenson struggled in his first two outings of the spring. He allowed three runs on three hits in 1 ⅔ innings in his first start, and he 

allowed two runs on four hits in 1 ⅓ innings in a relief appearance. He walked three and struck out one.  

 

But things clicked in his last outing. He threw three innings of one-hit shutout ball Thursday. He walked none and struck out three 

in that one.  

 

Stephenson had no idea warming up Wednesday that things would go bad. 

 

“It’s always hard to tell from the bullpen,” he said. “It can change quickly from the bullpen to the game. When I went out to the 

game, I wasn’t able to throw any of my off-speed  pitches over the plate.” 

 

Stephenson knows he can’t afford outings like Wednesday's and hope to go northeast with the team.  

 

“Obviously, it was disappointing,” Stephenson said. “I wasn’t able to throw any of my breaking pitches for strikes. I had to rely on 

the fastball. When you can sit on the fastball, it makes it a little easier, especially because I was a little erratic with the fastball.” 

 

Stephenson, the club’s No. 1 pick in the 2011 draft, ended last year on an up note. He went 5-4 with a 3.41 ERA over 11 starts in his 

second stint with the Reds. That made him probably the co-favorite for the fifth spot with Sal Romano.  

 

“I want to go out there and prove that I belong in the rotation,” he said. “I feel like when I’m pitching like I should, I do  (belong). 

But the way I’ve pitched lately. I’m not very happy with it." 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

How Alex Blandino has emerged as a standout at Reds spring training 

By C. Trent Rosecrans  Mar 14, 2018    

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – It doesn't sound complicated, but it does sound familiar – “put good swings on good pitches.” 

 

That's the overly simplified approach of Joey Votto, but it's also how Alex Blandino views hitting. 

 

“I think, aim small, miss small,” Blandino said Wednesday morning. “If your goal is to put good swings on good pitches, the rest 

really does take care of itself.” 

 

When noted that it sounded familiar, Blandino laughed – “It's a pretty good approach.” 

 

A first-round pick out of Stanford in 2014, the 25-year-old Blandino is having a standout spring this season. Although he went 0 for 

2 on Wednesday against the Diamondbacks, he's still hitting .318/.375/.364. 

 

“I don't know what's going to happen with the rest of camp or the beginning of the season, but I'm ready for whatever the Reds have 

in store for me,” Blandino said. 

 

The Reds placed him on the 40-man roster this offseason, protecting him from Rule 5 eligibility. He's shown that readiness for 

whatever's needed by playing three different positions this spring – second base, shortstop and third base. 

 

“It's fun for me to bounce around every day and see where I'm playing,” Blandino said. “I don't know where I'm playing that day. It 

keeps me on my toes, it keeps it interesting. It's a challenge every day.” 



 

He was predominantly a third baseman at Stanford, but the Reds played him primarily at shortstop in his first two seasons in pro 

ball, then mostly at second base in each of the last two seasons. 

 

As for a position, “I hate to use the word utility,” he said. ” Versatile, I'd say.” 

 

Between Double-A and Triple-A last year he started 63 games at second, 36 at third base and 13 at shortstop. More importantly, he 

appeared in 125 games total after dealing with injuries in each of the two previous years – a broken finger in 2015 and then a 

hamstring injury in 2016 suffered in World Baseball Classic qualifying. 

 

“It was nice to just play and get comfortable and just keep moving up the ladder,” he said. 

 

In nearly identical playing time between Double-A and Triple-A, his numbers looked better at the higher level. With the Blue 

Wahoos, Blandino hit .259/.374/.462 with six home runs in 62 games and 236 plate appearances. In 63 games and 237 plate 

appearances at Triple-A, Blandino hit .270/.390/.444 with six home runs. 

 

“I had a bad first month in Double-A for whatever reason,” he said of the difference between his numbers at the two levels. 

“Honestly, after that month my production there and Triple-A, it was pretty consistent if you eliminate that month.” 

 

He hit .182/.357/.236 in April before hitting .289/.382/.549 the rest of his time with the Blue Wahoos. The biggest difference was a 

.244 batting average on balls in play that first month opposed to .343 from May 1 to June 18. 

 

The rest of the time, he did what he's done most of his pro career – make the best of the pitches he's given. He owns a .361 on-base 

percentage in the minors. 

 

“He has an idea of the strike zone, he's comfortable hitting with two strikes,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “I think he's a guy we 

can do a lot of things with – hit and run and he's been good with runners in scoring position. I've been very impressed with what he's 

done this camp.” 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Cincinnati Reds: Top prospect Senzel getting some reps at shortstop 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

4:18 p.m Wednesday, March 14, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. 

Cincinnati Reds third baseman Nick Senzel went from Farragut High School in Knoxville, Tenn., 17 miles to the University of 

Tennessee to play baseball and get a business degree. 

 

An accounting class got in his way. 

 

“I remember taking accounting,” he said. “Then I remember calling my dad (Jeff) and saying,’this just isn’t for me.’” 

 

Senzel decided to be a drug and alcohol abuse counselor instead. 

 

“The only way to do that was to become a psych major,” he said. “I had some past family stuff, everything I’ve been through, I 

could help people through those types of situations. I feel like I can help people that struggle with that.” 

 

Senzel was not drafted out of high school and committed to play at the University of Georgia but the Bulldogs made a coaching 

change during his senior season and he switched to Tennessee as a walk on. 

 

While with the Vols, Senzel was a designated hitter as a freshman, played second as a sophomore, then moved to third as a junior 

but filled in at shortstop to cover an injury. 

 

The value of playing more than one position is what the Reds hope Senzel can do at the Major League level. They have alternated 

him between short and third this spring. 

 

“We know he’s a really good player,” manager Bryan Price said. “He’s been a professional. I don’t think he is overwhelmed.” 

 

It is likely that Senzel will end up in the minor leagues at least to start the season but could help the Reds at some point. 

 



“We have to get him ready for the season,” Price said. “If he can play shortstop, he will add to his value.” 

 

Senzel, the Reds’ top propsect, in his first Major League camp since he was the team’s top pick and second overall in the 2016 draft. 

He has played third exclusively since signing with Reds. His bat isn’t a question. 

 

The 22-year old played just 10 games at rookie league Billings before moving on to Dayton where he hit .329 with seven home runs 

and had 36 RBIs in 58 games. Last season Senzel hit .325 in 62 games at Daytona and a robust .340 in 57 games at Double-A 

Pensacola. Combining the two stops, he hit 14 home runs, 40 doubles and three triples. He had symptoms of vertigo at the end of 

the season but is fully recovered. 

 

Senzel is hitting .273 in 10 games this spring. 

 

By playing him at short some this spring the Reds hope to ease his transition. Jose Peraza is the shortstop after Zack Cozart signed 

with the Los Angeles Angels. If Senzel can master shortstop the Reds would have the flexibility to move Peraza back to second. 

 

“In spring there’s not as much on the line,” Price said. “You have all the early work time. You’re not playing every single day. You 

can exhaust yourself with your workload in the morning. Just the weight of playing a new position in a game that counts is way 

different than a spring training environment, where you can take more chances. To take on a new position during the season would 

be very challenging.” 

 

Psychology can help Senzel with baseball, he said. 

 

“When your struggling on the baseball field, you have to get to the root of the problem,” Senzel said. “It helps you with the mental 

aspects of baseball. You have to look at yourself in the mirror sometimes but there are resources you can fall back on.” 

 

FRIDAY’S GAME 

Brewers at Reds, 4:05 p.m. 

 

Transactions 
 

03/14/18  

SS Taylor Walls assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

3B Connor Joe assigned to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Washington Nationals optioned CF Rafael Bautista to Syracuse Chiefs. 

Washington Nationals optioned RHP Wander Suero to Syracuse Chiefs. 

San Diego Padres optioned C Luis Torrens to El Paso Chihuahuas. 

New York Mets optioned RHP Chris Flexen to Binghamton Rumble Ponies. 

New York Mets optioned RHP Tyler Bashlor to Binghamton Rumble Ponies. 

Milwaukee Brewers optioned RHP Aaron Wilkerson to Colorado Springs Sky Sox. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned LF Joey Rickard to Norfolk Tides. 

Seattle Mariners sent Mike Morin outright to Tacoma Rainiers. 

IF Juan Perez assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

RHP Dustin Antolin assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Casey Schroeder assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Daniel Gonzalez assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

Oakland Athletics released LHP Jairo Labourt. 

RHP Matthias Dietz assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

RF Tyler Neslony assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

LHP Jon Kennedy assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

RHP Wes Parsons assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

Washington Nationals optioned 1B Jose Marmolejos to Syracuse Chiefs. 

RF Jesus Alastre assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

2B Jose Antequera assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

C Rodolfo Duran assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LHP Austin Davis assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

OF Chas McCormick assigned to Houston Astros. 

LHP Sean Stutzman assigned to Houston Astros. 

New York Yankees released 1B Adam Lind. 

Chicago White Sox optioned Luis Alexander Basabe to Winston-Salem Dash. 

Chicago White Sox optioned Micker Adolfo to Winston-Salem Dash. 

Chicago White Sox optioned Eloy Jimenez to Birmingham Barons. 



Chicago White Sox optioned Ian Clarkin to Birmingham Barons. 

Chicago White Sox optioned Jose Rondon to Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox optioned Daniel Palka to Charlotte Knights. 

3B Luis Gonzalez assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

Oakland Athletics optioned SS Jorge Mateo to Nashville Sounds. 

New York Yankees optioned C Kyle Higashioka to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Yankees optioned SS Gleyber Torres to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

RHP Will LaMarche assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

  

 


