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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1943-The Reds announce Indiana University as the club’s spring training site for the duration of World War II. Teams have 

been ordered by Commissioner Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis to train north of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi 

River to save on travel expenses 

 

MLB.COM 
Greene looking forward to first full year in pros 

Highly touted prospect hopes to start 2018 season in Class A 

Jan. 11th, 2018 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

 

CINCINNATI -- Although the Reds have not made an official decision yet, Reds pitching prospect Hunter Greene is dreaming on 

the idea of beginning his 2018 season at Class A Dayton. 

 

"I guess they sell out every game," Greene said Thursday during an interview with MLB Hot Stove on MLB Network. "There 

should be a good crowd and a lot of support from the fans, which is great to see. I'll have a great time out there, meet some new 

guys and go win as many games as possible." 

 

Greene, 18, was the second overall pick by the Reds in the 2017 Draft and is ranked as Cincinnati's No. 2 prospect and No. 18 

overall by MLB Pipeline. 

 

Dayton, Ohio, and the team's home at Fifth Third Field, is about an hour from Cincinnati. That is, of course, Greene's ultimate 

destination as a professional. 

 

The Reds, including senior director of player development Jeff Graupe, have not made a firm commitment as to when exactly 

Greene might begin pitching in Dayton. 

 

"Like we do with every individual player, we're going to create a plan to best manage the year," Graupe told MLB.com on 

Thursday. "Hunter is coming off of a season where he had limited innings and pitches thrown. Just progressing him safely, but at a 

challenging level, will be the key for the 2018 season. We'll manage his timeline with what we think will be best for him, long 

term." 

 

Greene enjoyed his first professional games at the Reds' Short Season affiliate in Billings, Mont. Before he was drafted, he was 

viewed as a potential two-way player since he can also hit and play shortstop at an elite level. But the right-hander, who can throw 

100 mph, is glad that the Reds have him pitching exclusively. 

 

"I love to be in control of the game," Greene said. "When I have the rock in my hand and I'm on the mound, it's like I'm in complete 

control of the whole baseball game. I like to do that and be on that island and feel like I can control everything, pound the zone and 

just go after guys on the mound. It's something I really look forward to." 

 

Greene has spent his offseason working on building strength for his first full year as a professional. But on Sunday in Inglewood, 

Calif., he spent time giving back. He held his first leadership camp, baseball exhibition and community festival and had guests like 

Mets pitcher Noah Syndergaard, Reds great Eric Davis and Hall of Famer Dave Winfield. 

 

Greene, who grew up in nearby Santa Clarita, did not want to wait until he was in the Major Leagues to start doing community 

outreach. 

 

"I wanted to give the kids something that I had. I think having the right resources and the right people around you to tell you how to 

succeed and fulfill your dreams is the biggest part," Greene said. "I wanted them to have that connection with the right coaches and 

the right people to help them as much as they can." 

 



Blandino's breakout in Minors has Reds giddy 

Former first-round Draft pick takes part in MLB's Rookie Career Development Program 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jan. 11th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds infield prospect Alex Blandino seemed poised to play himself right off of the organization's radar in 2015-16 

as he struggled to hit. That all changed in 2017, as Blandino's bat started to click, powering him to a breakout campaign. 

 

Blandino was added to the 40-man roster in November and was among those invited to the MLB Rookie Career Development 

Program in Virginia last week. 

 

"It's a huge honor to be here and to learn from so many guys that have been here and done this," Blandino said of the program to 

MLB.com's Jonathan Mayo. "I'm thankful for the Players Association to put this on for us." 

 

Blandino, 25, is the No. 25 prospect in the organization, according to MLB Pipeline. Last season, he batted .265/.382/.453 with 12 

homers and 51 RBIs over 125 games combined with Double-A Pensacola and Triple-A Louisville. 

 

How did Blandino turn his career around? 

 

"I think just getting back to the things that always made me successful growing up and in college -- just competing every day and 

doing the little things," he said. 

 

A first-round pick (29th overall) in the 2014 Draft, Blandino's struggles began after he was promoted midway through the 2015 

season from Class A Advanced Daytona to Pensacola. Although he had a .350 on base percentage, he hit just .235. He spent the 

entire '16 season at Pensacola, hitting .232/.333/.337 with eight homers and 37 RBIs. 

 

"It's all about the journey," Blandino said. "It's hard to plan when you're young. You don't always know what to expect. But every 

step of the way, it's about improving and learning and having a successful career moving forward. Luckily last year, I got back on 

the right track I was looking to be on. I'm really excited for 2018." 

 

Blandino was selected out of Stanford University as a shortstop, but played only five games at the position last season. He primarily 

plays second base now, but also got significant time at third base. The Reds view him as someone that could come up and handle 

himself defensively at any of the three positions. 

 

"Coming up through the Minors, it's finding your place in the organization, finding where you fit in and where you can help them," 

Blandino said. "Bouncing around, having that defensive versatility, I think it's something I pride myself in for sure. I think the Reds 

are looking forward to having me help them. If you can hit and play multiple positions, it's easier for them to find a place for you." 

 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER  
 

Bailey, part of 1976 World Series champion Reds, dead at 75 

Dave Clark, dclark@cincinnati.com  

Published 11:10 a.m. ET Jan. 11, 2018 

 

Bob Bailey, who played parts of two seasons with the Cincinnati Reds and won a World Series championship with the team in 1976 

during his 17-season Major League Baseball career, died Tuesday at the age of 75. 

 

Bailey hit .281 with eight homers and 34 RBIs in 118 games for the Reds between 1976 and 1977. 

  

Bailey made his big-league debut at age 19 with the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1962. He played five seasons for the Pirates before they 

traded him with Gene Michael to the Los Angeles Dodgers for Maury Wills.  

 

After two seasons with the Dodgers, Bailey was purchased by the Montreal Expos, and in April of 1969 - in the expansion Expos' 

first game - he recorded the team's first-ever hit, off Hall of Famer Tom Seaver in the first inning. 

 

The best statistical season of Bailey's career came in 1970, when he hit .287 with 28 home runs and 84 RBIs. 

 

The Reds acquired Bailey after the first of their consecutive World Series championships in December of 1975, from the Expos for 

Clay Kirby. 



Transactions 
 

01/11/18  

Detroit Tigers claimed RHP Johnny Barbato off waivers from Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Chicago White Sox signed free agent RHP Miguel Gonzalez. 

St. Louis Cardinals signed free agent SS Elvin De Jesus to a minor league contract. 

Chicago White Sox designated CF Jacob May for assignment. 

 

 


