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Gordon among top prospect performers 
David Adler | MLB.com | March 17, 2018 
 
Bo Bichette and Vladimir Guerrero Jr. are much more than just their pedigree. 
 
They are, of course, the sons of longtime MLB stars, but the younger Bichette and Guerrero look like they'll be defining their own Major League 
legacies soon enough. Vlad Jr. and Bo are the Blue Jays' top two prospects -- with Guerrero ranked the No. 3 overall prospect in baseball and 
Bichette No. 13 -- and they showed why on Saturday. 
 
Bichette and Guerrero stole the show in Toronto's 11-3 win over the Canadian Junior National Team. The 20-year-old Bichette, playing shortstop 
and batting second, went 3-for-5 with a home run, four RBIs, two runs scored and a stolen base. The 19-year-old Guerrero, playing third and 
batting cleanup, went 2-for-4 with a walk and scored twice himself. 
 
"I feel like these guys are like legends that you've never seen," said Blue Jays ace Marcus Stroman, who started Saturday's game. "Those guys are 
special. You don't get too many players like that [who] come across an organization. 
 
"I'm not going to sit here and say they should wait in the Minors. I see what they're capable of, I see the at-bats that they take, I see the potential 
they have and, like I said, I would love to be playing with those guys behind me." 
 
Other top prospect performers from Saturday's action: 
 
• No. 2 overall prospect Ronald Acuna (Braves' No. 1) hasn't slowed down one bit. The Braves' blue-chipper looks like he's more than Major 
League-ready, and he kept up his monster Spring Training with yet another home run against the Phillies. The 20-year-old is now hitting .410 
with a 1.255 OPS, having slugged four long balls. 
 
• No. 41 overall prospect Ryan McMahon (Rockies' No. 2) has been raking this spring, and the 23-year-old infielder had another strong game on 
Saturday. McMahon went 2-for-4 against the Brewers with a double and an RBI single, and he is now hitting .333 this spring. Colorado's top 
prospect Brendan Rodgers (No. 14 overall) also went 1-for-3 in the contest. 
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• No. 80 overall prospect Nick Gordon (Twins' No. 4) went 1-for-3 with a triple off the Pirates' Chad Kuhl. The 22-year-old shortstop and second 
baseman is hitting .409 with a 1.071 OPS this Spring Training. 
 
• Red Sox No. 5 prospect Sam Travis dealt the big blow for Boston as a pinch-hitter against the Rays. With the Sox trailing 3-1, Travis stepped in 
for Hanley Ramirez and crushed the go-ahead three-run homer off Tampa Bay flamethrower Ryne Stanek. That was the difference, as Boston held 
on to win, 4-3. The 24-year-old first baseman has shown good power this spring, now boasting four home runs. 
 
• Giants No. 10 prospect Andrew Suarez was impressive on the mound, turning in his best outing of Spring Training. The 25-year-old left-hander 
pitched the final two innings, didn't allow a hit and racked up four strikeouts, retiring all six batters he faced. In the same game, San Francisco's 
No. 5 prospect Austin Slater slugged his second home run of the spring, and the 25-year-old outfielder also doubled to finish 2-for-4 with a pair of 
runs scored. 
 
• Cardinals No. 11 prospect Randy Arozarena flashed his difference-making speed against the Braves, igniting St. Louis to a 3-0 win. The 23-
year-old outfielder entered a scoreless game as a pinch-runner in the fifth inning and promptly stole second base, and a pair of wild pitches then 
allowed him to scamper home with the game's first run. Arozarena then notched an RBI single in the seventh inning to push the lead to 3-0 -- 
raising his Spring Training batting average to .313 -- and stole third later in the frame for good measure. 
 
• Mariners No. 11 prospect Daniel Vogelbach just won't stop hitting homers. He crushed his second in as many days on Saturday, bringing his 
Spring Training total to four big flies. The 25-year-old first baseman is hitting .400 with a 1.379 OPS this spring. 
 
• Batting in the same lineup as superstars Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo, Cubs No. 14 prospect Mark Zagunis outshone both of them at the plate. 
The 25-year-old outfielder went 2-for-4 and launched his first home run of the spring, a three-run shot off the Indians' Ryan Merritt. Zagunis is 
now hitting .303 with an .865 OPS. 
 
• Royals No. 18 prospect Ryan O'Hearn has been on an absolute tear. The slugger went deep for his fourth time in three games, belting a solo shot 
in the eighth inning against the Rangers for his fifth homer of the spring. O'Hearn is now batting a sizzling .414 with a 1.572 OPS. 
 
• Pirates No. 23 prospect Jordan Luplow had a much-needed big game offensively against the Twins. The 24-year-old outfielder had his first 
multi-hit game of Spring Training, going 2-for-4 with a double, a home run, three RBIs and three runs scored. His two-run shot off Phil Hughes 
was his third homer of the spring after a bit of a slow start. 
 
• Reds No. 30 prospect Tanner Rainey notched the save against the Giants in lights-out fashion. Coming in to protect a one-run lead in the ninth, 
the 25-year-old right-hander struck out the side, with two swinging strikeouts and one looking. 
 
 
Hughes role up in air after latest outing 
Scott Butherus | MLB.com | March 17, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, Fla. -- Phil Hughes said he feels healthy, and is on track for the regular season. Where that track leads is still a bit of a question. 
 
The veteran right-hander is one of a handful of starters that could fill the fifth starter role until Ervin Santana returns from finger surgery in late 
April. He could also move back to the bullpen where he finished out last season. No matter what role, he will likely need to have better results 
than he did on Saturday in a 13-5 loss to the host Pirates at LECOM Park in Bradenton. Hughes took the loss after allowing nine runs -- five 
earned -- on eight hits in 3 1/3 innings. 
 
"I felt a lot better, obviously, early in the game. But later on as it progressed, things kind of got a little out of hand," Hughes said. "It's just one of 
those things where I take the positives away as much as I can. Command-wise, it was not great. Especially as the game went along." 
 
The Pirates got on the board early after Pittsburgh catcher Francisco Cervelli crushed an 0-1 fastball off of Hughes to left-center in the first. 
 
"I tried to crowd him with a fastball in, and he was looking inside and down a little bit, and was able to drop the barrel on it," Hughes said. 
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Hughes ran into trouble again in the bottom of the third. Pittsburgh pitcher Chad Kuhl walked to start things off. The next batter, Adam Frazier, 
popped up deep down the left-field line. Monte Wade lost track of the towering fly as he was closing in. It bounced in fair territory and over the 
wall for a ground-rule double. Jose Osuna's line drive single to left cleared the bases. 
 
Things didn't go much better in the fourth. A leadoff single by Sean Rodriguez put a man aboard for Jordan Luplow, who drove a Hughes offering 
over the fence in the deepest part of center field to make it 5-1. The Pirates still weren't done. A single by Todd Cunningham, and a sacrifice bunt 
attempt by Kuhl turned into a throwing error on catcher Mitch Garver. Frazier plated another run with a fielder's choice before Cervelli loaded the 
bases with a bloop single, ending Hughes' afternoon. 
 
"It just got to be too many pitches," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "I was still trying to get him as close as I could [to his pitch count] for the 
work factor." 
 
• Spring Training info 
 
Despite the bad outing, Hughes said that he feels healthy this spring, with no lingering effects from the myriad of injuries -- including thoracic 
outlet surgery, shoulder surgery and a shattered knee cap -- that have limited him to just 26 appearances over the last two seasons. He will remain 
on a starter's schedule over the final two weeks of the spring. 
 
"I felt like I'd really turned a corner [after my last outing], command especially," Hughes said. "To take a step back today was a little 
disappointing, but the good thing is, I know it's there. It's just a matter of finding some consistency." 
 
Defensive miscues 
Errors and mental mistakes by the Twins' defense were again largely responsible for a second consecutive blowout. Over their last two games, 
opponents have scored 24 runs thanks to seven errors -- including four on Saturday. Along with Garver's throwing error, shortstop Jorge Polanco 
contributed to the Pirates nine-run second inning onslaught with a throwing error -- his seventh of the spring, and third in the last two days -- that 
allowed two more runs to score. 
 
In that same inning, Garver also mistook a play at the plate as a forceout situation, and never applied the tag on a fielder's choice that allowed 
Cunningham to score. Third baseman Miguel Sano botched a ground ball in the fifth, and second baseman Travis Blankenhorn added an E-4 in 
the sixth. 
 
Molitor wrote off the misplayed pop fly by Wade as a byproduct of the bright, cloudless sky. The others, he was less happy about. 
 
"Everybody's dealing with it," he said of the sun. "The defense today was not good. We've been having a bit of trouble on the defensive side 
obviously. I know guys are working, they are practicing, but it's not transitioning real well right now in a couple areas. We'll keep working." 
 
Roster battle 
Robbie Grossman was one of the few bright spots for Minnesota on Saturday, after going 2-for-3 with a run driven in. The switch-hitting 
Grossman, who started last season as the team's designated hitter, is trying to earn a bench spot as an extra outfielder. 
 
Lynn stretching 
The Twins' latest pitching addition, Lance Lynn, is scheduled throw on the team's Minor League side of camp on Sunday. The team is trying to 
get the veteran right-hander stretched out in time for the regular season after he signed late in the spring as a free agent. 
 
Up next 
The Twins will return home to southwest Florida on Sunday to host the Phillies at Hammond Stadium at 12:05 p.m. CT. Jake Odorizzi (2-0, 1.42 
ERA) will get the start against Phillies ace Aaron Nola in what could be a final audition for the Twins' Opening Day starter honors. Relievers 
Addison Reed, Zach Duke and Ryan Pressly are also scheduled to throw on Sunday. The game will be broadcast live on MLB Network and on 
MLB.TV. 
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Cave's all-around skills a boon to Twins 
Scott Butherus | MLB.com | March 17, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, Fla. -- Outfielder Jake Cave is excited for a new opportunity to play, but his father, Bryan, is even more excited that Jake will be 
getting that opportunity in a Twins uniform. The elder Cave was a huge fan of Twins legendary slugger Harmon Killebrew growing up. 
 
Cave was acquired by the Twins on Friday in a deal that sent Minor League pitching prospect Luis Gil to the Yankees. Although he didn't have 
much familiarity with the current roster of players, Cave has a good sense of the organization's history. 
 
"I remember being young and watching those home run derbies they would have on TV, where nobody was out there, they would just be throwing 
BP, and Harmon Killebrew would come on," Cave said. "He'd have me watch him." 
 
Jake began following other iconic Twins, such as his new manager Paul Molitor, and slugger Michael Cuddyer, who also grew up near Cave's 
childhood home in Hampton, Va. 
 
"I'm a huge Cuddyer fan," Cave admitted. "I kept up with him a little bit because I knew he was from the area. From everything that I've seen or 
heard, he was a very class act guy. So I'm a big fan of Cuddyer. Also he could really really hit." 
 
Just 24 hours after he was acquired, Cave capped off what he called a weird week by starting in center for the Twins in a 13-5 loss to the Pirates at 
LECOM Park in Bradenton. He went 0-for-3 after he flied out to left in the second, and grounded out to second in the fourth. Including his time 
with the Yankees, Cave is batting .136 (3-for-22), with one run driven in and a stolen base this spring. 
 
"Ball comes off the bat well. I'm just kind of watching how he sets up and loads, and it all looks good," Molitor said of his first reactions to his 
latest addition. 
 
Cave still has three Minor League options remaining, meaning he will likely start the season at Triple-A Rochester to provide insurance in case of 
an injury or opening on the big league roster. That was more than he could have expected with New York, which has corner outfielders Giancarlo 
Stanton and Aaron Judge locked into starting roles, and additional depth in the Minors. 
 
"It's a change of scenery that I think could really help my career," Cave said. "I love the guys over there at the Yankees, and I made a lot of 
friendships that I'm probably going to have forever, but as far as a career standpoint for me and my family, there really wasn't anywhere to go. 
 
"I feel that if I play the way I can play, I'll have a chance at some point to really help this club out." 
 
Cave, 25, had been designated for assignment by New York on Monday after the Yankees picked up second baseman Neil Walker. The former 
sixth-round pick in the 2011 MLB Draft had been on Twins chief of baseball operations Derek Falvey's radar for sometime. Cave brings 
versatility with the ability to play all three outfield positions, and even showed he has some pop after hitting 15 home runs in 72 games to go with 
a .324 average for Scranton/Wilkes-Barre during his first taste of Triple-A ball. Before last season's surge, Cave had never reached double digits 
in homers. 
 
"It's not so much one loud tool," Falvey said. "He's not a big power guy, or on-base alone, or defense. I would say it's more the skill set that is 
broadened across all his tools. He's a well-rounded player. 
 
"Last year, he made some adjustments that we thought led to the power surge that he had, and we think those will continue moving forward. If we 
see a little bit more power, it makes it even more exciting for us. We think there is the potential for that." 
 
Cave said the added power wasn't necessarily a result of any change in his swing, but in his mental approach at the plate. 
 
"I changed some things mechanically, got a little more into my legs, but for the most part, when I was in a situation that could help the club, I was 
trying to drive the ball," Cave said. "Certain situations like two outs and nobody on, you know, what's a single going to do? It might get the next 
guy up but a double or a home run might do the situation a little better. So I kept that approach, and once you get rolling you feel more 
comfortable, more confident up there. And once you feel confident, that's when your swing starts to take it to them." 
 



5 
 

 
 
No-look pickoff one of Twins catcher's many skills 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 17, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – The Twins signed Willians Astudillo as a minor league free agent on Nov. 29. The 26-year-old from Barcelona, 
Venezuela, barely paused to take notice, occupied as he was playing all over the diamond for Caribes Tribu of the Venezuelan Winter League. 
 
Astudillo’s primary locations were catcher, left field, first base and third base. The versatility belies his stout frame, which is listed at 5-foot-9 and 
225 pounds. He played in 55 of 63 regular-season games, helped them to victory in the playoffs, and then went 8-for-18 as Caribes went 2-3 in the 
Caribbean World Series. 
 
The great Cesar Tovar went from the Twins to play a full winter schedule in that league, then was famous for showing up late to spring training in 
Orlando because of “visa problems.” 
 
Considering the tensions between the United States and Venezuela, there’s less skepticism about Astudillo’s visa problem that caused him to be a 
week late here. 
 
Plus, Astudillo, 26, wanted to be here to make a favorable impression, in the hope this will be the summer to make his major league debut after 
eight seasons in the U.S. (plus 2013, missed after Tommy John surgery). 
 
Astudillo was signed by the Phillies at 17. “I was a shortstop,” he said. 
 
Shortstop? “I was smaller,” said Astudillo, meaning horizontally. 
 
He was with the Phillies for seven years, then Atlanta and Arizona the past two. Arizona had him at Class AAA Reno last season and that club 
played the seven-day disabled list game with him, putting him on the list when in need of a roster spot. 
 
Astudillo had received attention for neither striking out nor walking. He has 2,154 plate appearances in the minors, with 75 walks and 67 
strikeouts. He’s not a slap hitter; he just doesn’t wait to hack. 
 
Then came a new notoriety on Monday night in Tampa: 
 
Astudillo was catching and picked off the Yankees’ Shane Robinson at first — with a no-look soft toss from his haunches. Presto, the man who 
doesn’t walk or strike out was an Internet sensation for not having to look to throw accurately a baseball. 
 
“I saw the runner out there a little extra,” he said, “I said, ‘It might work.’ ” 
 
  
Catcher Bobby Wilson likely Twins' first option for call up 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 17, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – The Twins have a full 40-player major league roster, and the only catchers are Jason Castro and Mitch Garver. Veteran 
Chris Gimenez was much admired as Castro’s backup in 2017, and yet the front office felt a need to clear a spot that Garver could win in his sixth 
pro season and at age 27. 
 
The Twins were a week into exhibition games on Feb. 28 when Garver strained a knee. He was sent for an MRI, it came back showing no damage 
and Garver was catching again on March 4. 
 
This did raise the question: Where do the Twins go for a catcher if Castro or Garver were to get knocked out of action? 
 
“You’re assuming Mitch is the backup?’’ manager Paul Molitor said. “If that’s the case, the third catcher would be Bobby Wilson.’’ 
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This was on Friday, 10 days before the club leaves Florida, and Plan A remains Castro and Garver as the Twins’ tandem, with Wilson and 
Willians Astudillo as the Class AAA catchers at Rochester. 
 
That might not be 100 percent. The Twins do want Garver’s righthanded bat for a lefty-heavy lineup, but he was 2-for-18 entering Friday. A 
couple of line drives in the gap would make everyone feel better. 
 
The theory was offered to Derek Falvey, the Twins’ baseball boss, that catcher appeared to be the organization’s thinnest position for top talent. 
 
“That could be true, but we do like what Wilson and Astudillo have done this spring, and we have an exceptional defensive catcher in Brian 
Navarreto,’’ Falvey said. 
 
Navarreto, 23, will start the season at Class AA Chattanooga. The main catching prospects — Ben Rortvedt and David Banuelos — will be in the 
low minors. 
 
Wilson is a Gimenez duplicate: much-traveled, considerable experience in the big leagues, capable of occasional power, and with a big clubhouse 
personality. 
 
So why did the Twins sign Wilson last Nov. 25, when the original, Gimenez, wanted to return? He eventually signed with the Cubs, perhaps to 
catch Yu Darvish. 
 
Here’s the why: After last season, if the Twins brought back Gimenez, it would be with the anticipation he was the backup. In signing Wilson, it’s 
with the understanding that he started spring training third on the depth chart. 
 
Wilson had played in the big leagues in eight of the nine seasons from 2008 to 2016. He played a total of 75 games with three clubs in 2016, with 
decent power numbers: seven home runs and 33 RBI in 228 at-bats. 
 
“I had a pretty good year for a backup catcher with three teams,’’ Wilson said. “That’s what made it so disappointing to spend all of last season in 
Triple-A.’’ 
 
Wilson signed with the L.A. Dodgers as a minor league free agent in 2017. It was the sixth straight year that he spent spring training with a new 
organization; the Twins are the seventh. 
 
“It always felt like an insurance policy signing with the Dodgers,’’ Wilson said. “When you’re married with two girls, and a third on the way, you 
need a job.’’ 
 
He spent the long summer with the Dodgers’ top farm club in Oklahoma City: 77 games, .243, 11 home runs and 45 RBI in 243 at-bats. It’s hot in 
Oklahoma City. 
 
“Hot as it gets,’’ Wilson said. “Luckily, the Dodgers had a great coaching staff there, and they made it a good experience.’’ 
 
Wilson has 5½ years of big-league service spread over eight seasons. How many Opening Days? He raised his head toward the ceiling in a “let’s 
see’’ gesture. 
 
“Four Opening Days,’’ he said. “And up and down so many times during several seasons that I wouldn’t try to count.’’ 
 
Wilson was the catcher for Ervin Santana’s no-hitter on July 27, 2011. Santana will return from finger surgery close to May 1. Wilson also caught 
new starter Jake Odorizzi and closer Fernando Rodney. 
 
Throw in starter Lance Lynn and relievers Addison Reed and Zach Duke, and Wilson sees an advantage for himself. 
 
“You have Erv, and you have five new veteran pitchers who know how they want to go after hitters,’’ Wilson said. “They might want an 
experienced catcher to help with that.’’ 
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There has been talk among Twins’ staffers this spring about Wilson’s ability as a “pitch framer,’’ and we know that helped get Castro a three-year 
contract with this new baseball administration before last season. 
 
Wilson, 34, figures to be back in Class AAA when the Twins open in Baltimore on March 29, but it might not be the season-long sentence that it 
was for him a year ago. 
 
 
Twins trying to get a handle on fielding woes as spring training nears end 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 17, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, FLA. – Just as good hitting and strong pitching sometimes comes in streaks, so it is with fielding. At least, that’s what Paul 
Molitor is telling himself these days. 
 
Minnesota committed four errors Saturday, giving Twins fielders 10 miscues in their past five games — and that’s not even the worst of it. At 
least four times this spring, Twins outfielders have gingerly tried to track down fly balls, then lost them in the glare of the Florida sun. It happened 
again Saturday, this time to rookie LaMonte Wade, who allowed a catchable fly ball sail over his head, and it turned what should have been a 
scoreless third inning into a two-run tiebreaker. 
 
“The sun’s been a factor all spring. We’ve had a tough time,” Molitor said. “We’ve seen balls dropped on both sides, but we’ve definitely had our 
issues.” 
 
Defense has been an issue all over the diamond this week, a discouraging trend only a week before the Twins leave Florida. Misplays have led to 
unearned runs — Jose Berrios gave up two on Friday, and Phil Hughes four on Saturday — and that doesn’t even count the balls lost in the sun 
that are scored as hits. 
 
“Defense [Saturday] was not good. We’ve been having trouble on that side,” Molitor said. “It can go in spurts, especially individually. People can 
battle things, but you have to trust a little bit in what you’ve seen in the past. I don’t think it’s effort or concentration or any of those things.” 
 
Most alarming is the seven errors shortstop Jorge Polanco has committed in 13 Grapefruit League games, mostly on errant throws. That’s as many 
as he made in August and September combined last season, and two more than any other MLB player this spring. 
 
“We’ve seen some things that have kind of reminded us of last spring,” when Polanco also had trouble making clean throws, Molitor said. “He 
had a really good session [Friday] with [coach Gene Glynn] about finishing his throws, and then a couple just looked like he stopped his 
momentum and the ball didn’t carry. We saw enough progress last year to know it’s in there. But you just make a couple errors and start steering 
the ball.” 
 
Getting right to work 
 
Jake Cave arrived in his new home Saturday and went right to work. Cave, acquired from the Yankees in a trade Friday, met with Molitor in the 
morning, then caught the team bus to Bradenton with his name in the lineup as the starting center fielder. 
 
Cave went 0-for-3 but took good at-bats, Molitor said. 
 
“It’s definitely been definitely a weird week. I’m excited to be out on the field again,” said Cave, who will be given an opportunity, however 
brief, to compete for a spot as fourth outfielder, though he’s more likely headed to Class AAA Rochester. “It’s a change of scenery that’s going to 
help with my career. I love the guys over there [on] the Yankees, and I made friendships that I’ll probably have forever. But as far as a career 
standpoint for me and my family, there wasn’t anywhere for me to go over there.” 
 
That’s because with Aaron Judge, Brett Gardner and new acquisition Giancarlo Stanton, the outfield in New York is full. It’s not much better in 
Minnesota, but Cave said he believes he can fit in behind the Twins’ trio of Byron Buxton, Max Kepler and Eddie Rosario. 
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If he hits anywhere close to the 20 homers he produced last season in the Yankees’ system, he’s probably right. His power surge — he hit 20 
homers last year, with a .542 slugging percentage, after never before hitting more than eight in a season — is the result of a new approach, not 
mechanics, he said. 
 
“I was trying to drive the ball [more]. In certain situations — two outs, nobody on — what’s a single up the middle going to do?” Cave explained. 
“A double or a home run might [help] the situation better. … I just want to drive the ball.” 
 
Up next 
 
Jake Odorizzi makes his first start in 11 days for the Twins, and will try to go five innings or throw 75 pitches against the Phillies and Aaron Nola 
at Hammond Stadium. 
 
 
Phil Hughes rocked, defense again shaky as Twins fall 13-4 to Pirates 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 17, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, Fla. – Any inning that begins with walking the pitcher is likely to be a bad one. For Phil Hughes, it was only the beginning. 
 
Hughes gave up eight hits, including two home runs, and the Pirates used them, a walk to Chad Kuhl and another rough day by the Twins defense 
to pile up nine runs en route to a 13-4 victory. The outing leaves the Twins with only one more week, probably only one more start, to draw a 
conclusion about the up-and-down righthander: Can he succeed again in the starting rotation, or will he start the season in the bullpen? 
 
Hughes has made it clear he feels healthy and capable again after two seasons ruined by thoracic outlet syndrome, and he lived up to that billing, 
mostly, in his first two innings. He gave up a first-inning homer to his former catcher, Francisco Cervelli, yet he was encouraged when he struck 
out three in the second inning, two of them on swing-and-misses. But walking Kuhl, who has drawn only two walks in 78 regular-season plate 
appearances, seemed to change the outing for Hughes. 
 
Hughes' luck only got worse from there. He got Adam Frazier to loft a catchable fly ball toward the left-field corner, but LaMonte Wade lost it in 
the Florida sun and it fell for a double. 
 
The runners held on a Cervelli flyout and a David Freese groundout, but Hughes made a mistake with a slider to Jose Osuna, and it wound up in 
center field for a two-run single. 
 
"I had a chance to get out of it but kind of hung a slider up in the zone," Hughes said. "That one stung. You work hard to get around [the 
mistakes]. Walking the pitcher to lead off the inning, that wasn't something that I was very happy about." 
 
 
Mary Anderson, pioneer of women's baseball, dies at 100 
Kim Ode | Star Tribune | March 17, 2018 
 
Growing up across from Comiskey Park, home to the Chicago White Sox, Mary Julia Orban was bound to develop a love for baseball. But she 
also had athletic skills, along with other neighborhood girls, which soon became all too apparent to the neighborhood boys. 
 
“The story we were told was that the boys all dropped out because the girls were too good for them,” said her daughter, Julia Abel. The story must 
have been true, because the girls’ team (they called themselves the Rinky Dinks) was invited to play in a tournament at the 1933 World’s Fair in 
Chicago. 
 
The teens were victorious, beating a team from Indiana 39-9. Mary Julia played third base and occasionally left field. 
 
She went on to become a lifelong baseball fan, which is saying something: She died on Feb. 25 at the age of 100. 
 
In fact, it was at her 100th birthday on Dec. 2 that Mary Julia got the thrill of her life. Her memorabilia and trailblazing adolescence became a part 
of an historical exhibit developed by the Minnesota Twins. 
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“Mom had saved her gate pass to the World’s Fair,” said Abel, of Edina. “Years later, when she started an autograph collection, she collected 
signatures on that card.” 
 
She also passed along her love of the game to her daughters; Anderson Women’s Day at the Ballpark, spanning four generations, was a family 
tradition. Orban had married Milton Anderson, who worked for Northwest Airlines. They were together 71 years before he preceded her in death 
seven years ago. 
 
At some point, Abel and her sister, Sharon Dudziak, of Chanhassen, attended a talk by Clyde Doepner, team curator for the Minnesota Twins. 
Doepner remembers that they had to leave unexpectedly, having gotten a call from the Pines in Richfield, where their mother lived. But they left 
their contact information with him, wondering if he’d like to see some of their mother’s memorabilia. 
 
He did. Along with her Rinky Dinks jersey, they had her old gate pass, now covered with autographs from players that included Willie Mays, 
Harmon Killebrew, Brooks Robinson, Jim Palmer, Hank Aaron and Reggie Jackson. “She had 24 autographs, 21 of whom were members of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame,” Doepner said. He set about building an exhibit incorporating Mary Julia’s collection, then brought them in a glass case to 
her 100th birthday party. 
 
“I think it just absolutely was the peak experience of her life,” Abel said. The exhibit will become part of a larger historical display at Target 
Field. 
 
Doepner seems almost as thrilled as Anderson was. 
 
“This is an important diversity issue,” he said, harking back to the 1992 movie, “A League of Their Own,” about a women’s baseball team during 
World War II. Anderson “became a symbol. We now have a uniform of a woman who showed young women back then, and continues to show 
girls from high school to Little League, that they’re as likely to become successful athletes whatever sport it is. 
 
“She was so much fun that day,” Doepner added. “She said, ‘I’ve told the story, but now everybody gets to actually see it.’ ” 
 
When she wasn’t watching baseball, Anderson was a fastidious housekeeper, “the queen of clean,” Abel said. “She always warmed the plates for 
dinner, and would mention it if I didn’t.” 
 
The daughter of Hungarian immigrants, Anderson spoke Hungarian at home until she entered school. She lived 64 years in Richfield. The family 
long enjoyed their lake cabin near St. Cloud. 
 
She is survived by her two daughters, four grandchildren and four great-granddaughters. 
 
A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. March 19 at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 6730 Nicollet Av. S. in Richfield. Visitation will be held at 
the church one hour before services. 
 
 
New Twins outfielder Jake Cave grew up a fan of Harmon Killebrew, Michael Cuddyer 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 17, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, Fla. — Growing up in Hampton, Va., Jake Cave developed an affinity for two all-time Twins greats: Harmon Killebrew and 
Michael Cuddyer. 
 
Bryan Cave had been a Killebrew fan from youth and passed that down to his son. 
 
“I don’t know if you all remember those home run derbies they would have on TV with nobody out there, just throwing BP,” Cave said of the old 
black-and-white series. “Harmon Killebrew would be on sometimes, and he’d have me watch him. He wouldn’t really push him on me but he had 
me watch him.” 
 
Acquired from the New York Yankees on Friday in a trade for young Dominican pitcher Luis Gil, Cave not only found himself sprung from 
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professional limbo after being designated for assignment early in the week. He landed with a team that had always been fairly popular in his 
home. 
 
Cuddyer, the Twins hall of famer from nearby Chesapeake, Va., provided a more contemporary example for Cave to emulate. 
 
“I didn’t know him growing up but I am a huge Cuddyer fan,” Cave said. “I kind of kept up with him just because I knew he was from the area. 
Everything I’ve ever seen or heard, he was a very class-act guy. He could also really, really hit. I liked to watch the way he played the game.” 
 
Cuddyer, now a special assistant in the Twins’ front office, will get to meet Cave soon enough. Inserted immediately into the Twins’ lineup on 
Saturday against the Pittsburgh Pirates, Cave played center field and went 0 for 3 with a strikeout. 
 
Blocked by a crowded Yankees outfield that includes ex-Twin Aaron Hicks, Cave went from being added to the 40-man roster in November to 
being dealt in March. The Yankees’ blockbuster trade for Giancarlo Stanton in December had something to do with that. 
 
The Twins took note of Cave’s power spike to 20 home runs last season at the top two minor-league levels, and wouldn’t mind seeing that 
continue in his age-25 season. He thinks more broadly about his production last year. 
 
“I don’t really want to think about the power surge as much,” Cave said. “A lot of people these days are talking about a lot of mechanics. For me 
it wasn’t so much of that. I think it was more of an approach-type deal. Of course, I changed some things mechanically. I got into my legs a little 
better, but for the most part … I was trying to drive the ball.” 
 
A left-handed hitter with a grinder’s mentality, Cave still thinks about the situation as he steps in the box. 
 
“Two outs, nobody on, what’s a single up the middle going to do?” he said. “OK, it might get the next guy up but a double or a home run might 
do the situation a little better. I just kept that approach. Once you get rolling you feel more comfortable and you feel confident up there.” 
 
“My launch angle got better,” he said. “I started hitting the ball in the air more, but I try not to think about that. I don’t want to go out there and try 
to hit the ball in the air. I just want to drive the ball. If I drive the ball on a line or drive the ball in the air, I drove the ball and I did all I can do. 
You can’t really control much after that.” 
 
Friends with Triple-A lefty Dietrich Enns from their days with the Yankees, Cave has three minor-league options remaining and appears to be a 
long shot to break camp with the Twins. His comfort playing all three outfield spots, not to mention his burgeoning power, does make him an 
intriguing candidate for an in-season promotion. 
 
BRIEFLY  
— Right-hander Phil Hughes was rocked for nine runs (five earned) on eight hits, including two homers, and a walk to the opposing pitcher in a 
13-5 loss to the Pirates on Saturday. His spring ERA is 7.71 through 11 2/3 innings but he still expects to make his next start on March 22 against 
the New York Yankees. “It’s on my schedule — unless something changes,” he said. 
 
— Third baseman Miguel Sano went 0 for 3 and was charged with his second error of the spring after missing two games with a bruised right 
knee. 
 
— Shortstop Jorge Polanco was charged with a throwing error, giving him seven errors in 13 spring games, including three in the past two days. 
 
— The Twins made four errors against the Pirates, giving them eight in their past three games. “They can go in spurts,” manager Paul Molitor 
said. “We’ll keep working.” 
 
— Second baseman Nick Gordon, hitting .409 this spring, launched his second triple to center. After spraining his right wrist on a headfirst slide 
on his first triple, he slid feet first this time. 
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Twins' Jake Reed and USA softball's Janie Reed have a unique bond 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 17, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Every year she’d wonder if this was the offseason where he’d finally relent and work to refine his mechanics with a 
pitching coach. She was far more of a technician than he, the former high school quarterback who could seemingly reach back whenever he 
desired to produce a 98-mph fastball. Her ability to quickly fix a swing flaw has helped pave the way for a successful and lengthy softball career. 
 
As good as he is, Twins minor-leaguer Jake Reed has always struggled with consistency. His wife, Janie Reed, who in January earned a spot on 
the Team USA softball roster for a fourth time, hoped he’d want to put in the extra work to find the necessary corrections. But it wasn’t until this 
offseason that Jake’s self-proclaimed stubbornness to adapt finally gave way, much to her delight. 
 
The newlyweds already had a number of strong connections through their faith, a love for the University of Oregon where they met and their 
Southern California roots. Their ability to relate to one another as high-profile athletes, to understand one another’s successes and failures, is yet 
another sturdy avenue for the two to connect. The link seems even more important with each now in the midst of a critical stretch in their careers 
— Jake trying to make a strong impression after he was left off the Twins’ 40-man roster in November and Janie playing in the Women’s World 
Championships in August. 
 
“She’s not only going through it, but she’s going through it at the same time that I am,” Jake said last month. “She understands what it feels like 
and the best way to talk to each other, comfort each other after a bad game. On the other side, she knows the best way to stay level-headed and 
staying humble and just making sure that we continue to work hard. It is really cool.” 
 
Dating since late 2012, the couple found a new rhythm this offseason as they split time between Southern California and Norman, Oklahoma, 
where Janie accepted a volunteer assistant softball coaching job on Patty Gasso’s staff at the University of Oklahoma after coaching the previous 
two seasons at Biola University. 
 
Even though it meant moving away from SoCal, Janie couldn’t bypass the dream job, an opportunity to work with a strong coaching staff while 
being able to train with the two-time defending national champions. She also serves as the team’s chaplain. 
 
Married on Nov. 18 and living together for the first time, the two pushed each other in offseason workouts leading up to Janie’s January tryout for 
Team USA. They’d wake up together, eat breakfast and then head to the gym to work with the same trainer. 
 
Janie, a three-time All-American at Oregon, has been a member of Team USA since 2015. As an under-recruited prep star and a standout for her 
scrappy style, Janie, whose maiden name is Takeda, said she’s never taken her elite status for granted because she fears being bypassed by her 
talented peers. Even though she thinks the biggest hurdle was making Team USA for the first time — the result of “playing out of her mind” and 
going 9-for-10 during the tryout — Janie intended to be ready as if she were a newcomer. 
 
“It was the most prepared that I had felt,” Janie said. 
 
By the time his wife learned she’d play for Team USA yet again, Jake was well on his way to a similar level of preparedness as he had taken on a 
pitching coach, Dom Johnson. A former minor-league pitcher and the son of longtime major-leaguer Deron Johnson, Dom Johnson also works 
with Twins pitcher Aaron Slegers as well as Pittsburgh’s Joe Musgrove and Houston’s Chris Devenski and James Hoyt. 
 
Jake credits the decision to the realization that he couldn’t be an athlete and a thrower forever, something he discovered when he missed the first 
two months of the 2017 season with a lat injury — “It taught me to take better care of my body … before you get hurt, you feel invincible,” he 
said. 
 
A fifth-round pick in the 2014 draft whose career has slowed after a quick start, Jake returned to the mound on June 2 and performed well. 
Between Double A Chattanooga and Triple A Rochester, Reed combined for a 2.13 ERA with 33 strikeouts in 38 innings. But the Twins elected 
not to protect him on the 40-man roster in November and left him exposed to the Rule 5 draft. 
 
“It was tough obviously,” Jake said. “I didn’t necessarily expect anything. One thing I will say is I saw the way the organization was run last year 
and it impressed me because I thought everybody that deserved a shot got a call. That kind of helped me trust that process a little bit more.” 
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Even after he left Southern California to accompany Janie to Norman, Jake continued his mound work with the University of Oklahoma’s then-
pitching coach, Skip Johnson. 
 
All the effort had Jake prepared and excited when he arrived in Fort Myers last month. The Twins noticed it, too, particularly bullpen coach Eddie 
Guardado. 
 
“What I’ve seen … is a different Jake Reed, mental-wise,” Guardado said. “He’s always had the stuff. If we’re not mentally right, we’re never 
going to get better across the plate. That’s what I see different. 
 
“We’ve been working early with him on his mechanics. I just told him that if you want to be a big-league pitcher, you’ve got to make adjustments 
because big-league pitchers make adjustments on the fly. Do you want to be a big-league guy? Absolutely. 
 
“It’s not about stuff. Now we need to get more consistent with his stuff.” 
 
With a bullpen full of new arms and pitchers ahead of him on the depth chart, Reed has pitched only four times this month and is likely to start the 
season in Triple-A. He allowed his first run of the spring in Sunday's loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates on a solo home run. He has allowed seven hits, 
walked four and struck out eight in six innings in total this spring. 
 
“I don’t think he knows how good he can be,” manager Paul Molitor said last month. “We always talked about command with him and cleaning 
up the secondary pitches. He’s got a little something and it’s certainly uncomfortable for right-handed hitters. I would think he’d be motivated.” 
 
If only he’d listened to her all along. 
 
Not heavily recruited out of El Dorado High School (Placentia, California), Janie has made the most of her skillset during her career. A .392 
career hitter for the Ducks, Janie always had speed. But she wasn’t able to properly take advantage of her wheels until she improved her on-base 
percentage during her junior and senior years of high school. Much of her success was based on learning how to make what she has work — 
basically the exact opposite of her husband, who could fall out of bed and throw a high-90s fastball. 
 
“My dad raised me to be so mechanically sound and have a lot of awareness with my body so I could make adjustments really easy,” Janie said. 
“(Jake has) always just been athletic enough to get the job done whereas I’ve always been fast, but I’ve struggled with timing and pitch selection 
so I have to work really hard to be good. I’m not one of those natural athletes in that sense. He’s relied on that for so long. Every year I’d be like, 
‘Are you going to go see a pitching coach or something?’ I wouldn’t be overbearing about it, but it just seemed to me that he should know a little 
bit more how to fix something when it goes wrong.” 
 
Jake admits it was pure stubbornness that prevented him from making the change sooner. It’s hard to blame him after his career started as well as 
it did. 
 
After he was drafted, Jake reached Low-A in 2014. He combined to strike out 39 batters and walk three while allowing only one earned run in 31 
innings that season. Then came a strong stint in the Arizona Fall League as Jake allowed an earned run in 12 2/3 innings and struck out 10. 
 
“My career got going really, really quickly,” he said. 
 
The performance was so good Jake skipped High-A and was promoted to Double-A to start the 2015 season, a move for which he wasn’t ready. 
He had a 5.56 ERA in his first 33 appearances at Double-A before he was demoted to High-A Fort Myers. He pitched well there and again in the 
AFL. But the too-many-walks trend began in 2015 and hasn’t slowed down, including four per nine innings in 2017. 
 
Finally, the combination of the injury, Janie’s advice and a self-examination led to Jake making the change. 
 
“This offseason I really took a lot of time to develop that consistency mechanically to where I’m still as strong velocity-wise, it’s still there,” Jake 
said. “But it’s more easily repeatable, something that I’m going to be able to know what I did right after throwing a pitch as opposed to just 
relying on my athleticism. 



13 
 

 
“She’s been great and she’s always pushed me to maybe look into that and I was so stubborn. She was definitely happy that I decided to do that.” 
 
The couple has always had a good back-and-forth since they met in what Janie described as an “easy A” freshman course at Oregon. Neither 
athlete knew how good the other was on the field. They simply gravitated toward each other. 
 
“He could have been the worst player on the team and I didn’t know,” Janie said. 
 
Turns out, Jake was the No. 3 starting pitcher as a freshman when the first depth chart was listed. The two began to hang out and by mid-
November they started dating. All about the process, Janie liked to dive into Jake’s approach to figure out how pitchers think. 
 
“Both of us have become better athletes because of each other,” Janie said. “He’s helped me a ton just from the pitcher’s perspective. I wasn’t a 
super savvy hitter. 
 
“What is a pitcher thinking in the situation? How can I set up a pitcher in different counts? It has been awesome in that way. He’s a mental guy 
more than a mechanics person. He’s an approach-mentality type of guy and that’s helped me a lot as well.” 
 
Janie’s career took off in her sophomore season at Oregon. 
 
A four-year starter, she hit .442 in 61 games in 2013, which led the Pac-12. She also led the conference in hits (92) and stolen bases (31) and was 
named to conference team and an All-American, an honor she received twice more. 
 
Upon graduation in 2015, Janie was selected 26th overall in the National Pro Fastpitch League draft by the Dallas Charge. But instead of turning 
pro, Janie opted to keep her amateur status in order to play for Team USA. She didn’t know at the time whether or not the 2020 Olympics was a 
possibility, Janie just wanted to wear the jersey. 
 
“I really just wanted the experience of playing for USA,” she said. 
 
Three years later, playing in Tokyo isn’t out of the question for Janie, who went 12-for-23 with 11 runs and seven RBIs in a gold medal 
performance by USA in the 2017 Pan American Games. 
 
With softball approved for Tokyo, Janie has begun to allow herself to glance at the big picture to take stock of her chances. Watching the 2018 
Winter Olympics last month fired Janie up as she prepares for this summer’s competition. 
 
She likes how she fits on the Team USA roster because she will play whatever role the coaches ask of her, whether it’s to start or enter as a 
defensive replacement, etc. She figures playing without an ego makes her a good fit on a team that essentially has three months to jell every 
summer. 
 
The one downside to both having successful careers is they rarely spend time together during the summer as their schedules conflict. Jake has 
never seen his wife play for Team USA. But he’s been around to watch her prepare for tryouts each year and has watched how she has handled 
the success. He might be even more optimistic than she is. 
 
“It’s tough being away, but to get the opportunity to play in the Olympics is something I would never want to take away from her,” Jake said. 
“We’re just taking it year by year and she’s made an impact on that team on and off the field. I think she’s a key piece of that team that is 
hopefully going to go to Tokyo and hopefully going to win a gold medal. We’ll see. You just never know.” 
 
She’s pretty confident Jake’s new mechanics will help reduce the walks and improve his consistency. At the very least, Janie’s proud of the steps 
he’s taken. She’s seen the work up close in those early mornings at the gym and understands why Jake is in such a good place mentally. 
 
“I know that feeling,” Janie said. “You’re kind of in a place where you know you have nothing to lose and you know that you did everything you 
could to make it and if you don’t you know that’s not the plan. But when you go in and you’re not prepared, or you feel like you could have 
worked harder, if you don’t make it, you’re always going to ask yourself what if. It’s a really nice feeling knowing that if it doesn’t work I did 
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everything I possibly could have to make it work. 
 
“I’m really excited to see how this year goes for him.” 
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