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Peterson rallies Braves to sixth straight win 

By Joe Frisaro and Patrick Pinak / MLB.com | 12:20 AM ET  

MIAMI -- The Braves stayed within striking range against Jose Fernandez, and they pounced after the Marlins' ace exited. Jace Peterson belted a 
game-tying two-run homer in the eighth inning and came through again with a two-out RBI single in the 10th inning that rallied Atlanta to a 3-2 win 
on Tuesday at Marlins Park. 

The Braves were limited to one infield single by Nick Markakis off Fernandez until the eighth. Atlanta rallied on Peterson's two-run homer off David 
Phelps for his first blast of the season. In the 10th, Peterson slapped the decisive single off lefty Mike Dunn, extending the Braves' winning streak to 
six games. Atlanta is 6-1 against Miami on the season. 

"It's a cutter that didn't cut," Phelps said of Peterson's homer. "Turns into a bad fastball. That's all it is. I've had pretty good success against Jace in 
the past. Credit him. I made a bad pitch, and he did what he's supposed to do with it." 

"That was huge for Jace," Braves manager Brian Snitker said of Peterson's game-tying homer. "It's almost like the guy could feel the dugout like, 'All 
right boys, we're back in this thing.' And then the huge hit off Dunn there. That was a pretty swing and about as nice as you could do it." 

Fernandez may have skipped one start, but the 23-year-old definitely didn't miss a beat. Working on extra rest because he is on a season-innings 
plan, Fernandez struck out seven while allowing one hit in seven shutout innings. The right-hander was in line for the win before Peterson's two-
run blast. 

"I'm pretty happy with the gameplan, yes," Fernandez said. "Not happy with the result during the game. But it's baseball. We're going to lose some, 
we're going to win some. But, guess what? We're going to come back at it tomorrow." 

Braves right-hander Bud Norris worked 5 1/3 innings, givign up two runs with six strikeouts. Fernandez helped his cause with an RBI single in the 
second, and Adeiny Hechavarria's two-out, run-scoring single gave Miami a two-run lead in the fourth. 

Ichiro Suzuki recorded two hits, including an infield single in the 10th inning, leaving the 42-year-old 18 shy of 3,000. 

"They've kind of had our number," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "They've had a few people's number. They've won six in a row. They're a 
club that has been playing good right now. We just haven't been able to put them away. We've been able to get leads, but we haven't been able to 
add on runs." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Clutch gene: Peterson was clutch yet again in the 10th. Chase d'Arnaud led off the frame with a walk and advanced to second on Emilio Bonifacio's 
sacrifice bunt. After d'Arnaud moved to third on Dunn's wild pitch, Peterson slapped the go-ahead single to left. Peterson, who has a hit in nine of 
10 games since being recalled on June 10, entered Tuesday 1-for-12 (.083) off lefties this season. 

"Runner on third there with two outs, I'm just trying to get a hit and extend the game," Peterson said. "It worked out. He threw me a fastball that 
cut a little bit over the plate, and I was able to put a good swing on it and win a ballgame."   

Yelich's sliding catch, DP: After watching their two-run advantage slip away in the eighth inning, Miami was in danger of falling behind. Phelps 
allowed a single to Ender Inciarte after Peterson's home run tied it. Inciarte was off and running on Freddie Freeman's fly ball to short left field. If 
the ball dropped, he would have scored. But Christian Yelich covered plenty of ground in left field and made a sliding catch. Inciarte was well 
around second when the ball was caught, and he was easily doubled up. 

First pitch swinging: Peterson, who grounded out three times against Fernandez, didn't waste any time picking a pitch to hit when Phelps took over 
in the eighth. The second baseman cranked Phelps' first pitch to him into the right field seats, knotting the game at 2. The long ball was Peterson's 
first of 2016 and seventh in 210 career games. 
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"It's funny because my first career home run was here, and then my first one this year was here as well," Peterson said. "I don't know if it's just a 
coincidence or what it is, but it definitely feels good to get another one here." 

Jose's sharp single: Striking out hitters is routine for Fernandez, who had seven in seven innings on the night. The Marlins' ace takes extra pride 
when he can also do some damage at the plate. In the second inning, Fernandez put Miami on the board with a sharp single to left, which 
scored Derek Dietrich from second. Fernandez didn't get cheated on his swing, either. Per Statcast, the exit velocity on the single was 108 mph. 

QUOTABLE 
"That one hurts. Jose goes out and does his thing. That's what we come to expect out of him. The Braves, man. They're playing us tough this year. 
Tip your cap to them. They're coming out and putting it all out there, and putting it to us right now." -- Phelps, on the Marlins' struggles with the 
Braves 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Braves: John Gant (1-1, 4.37 ERA) looks to build off his first Major League win after defeating the Mets Friday, as the Braves take on the Marlins at 
12:10 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Gant owns a 2.93 career ERA on the road. 

Marlins: There is a quick turnaround in the brief, two-game series. Left-hander Adam Conley (3-4, 3.94 ERA) makes the start for the Marlins in the 
12:10 p.m. ET Wednesday matinee. Conley has faced the Braves three times in his career, with two starts, and he's 1-0 (5.84) in 12 1/3 innings. 

 

Streaking Braves riding Peterson's hot bat 

By Patrick Pinak / MLB.com | 12:13 AM ET  

MIAMI -- Freddie Freeman may have garnered all the attention after winning National League Player of the Week, but Jace Peterson deserves some 
warranted publicity. 

The second baseman has been a key ingredient to the Braves' season-high six-game win streak, which was extended thanks to Peterson's efforts in 
a 3-2 extra-innings win over the Marlins at Marlins Park on Tuesday night. 

Peterson drove in all three runs, slapping the go-ahead RBI single in the 10th off Mike Dunnand blasting the game-tying two-run homer in the 
eighth off David Phelps. 

The 2-for-5 performance gave Peterson a hit in nine of 10 games since being recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett on June 10. Since then, he's 12-for-34 
(.353) with two doubles, one home run, six RBIs and nine runs. 

"He's been playing good," manager Brian Snitker said. "Since we've had him back, he's been swinging the bat better than what I remember in 
Triple-A and just kind of being the big catalyst for us." 

After losing outfielder Mallex Smith to a fractured left thumb on Sunday, Peterson was bumped up in the order and assumed the leadoff spot for 
the first time this season. It's a familiar role for the 26-year-old, who spent 65 games atop the Braves' lineup last year. 

Atlanta is now on its first six-game winning streak spanning a single season since taking nine in a row from June 27-July 5, 2014. The recently 
recalled Peterson is relishing his part in it. 

"It seems like everyone's having fun," Peterson said. "Really, we just got a good thing going on right now. It's fun to come to the ballpark. We're not 
dwelling on the start of the season. We've still got a lot of ballgames to play. We're gonna give it hell and see what happens." 

 

Braves place Smith on DL; recall Bonifacio 

By Patrick Pinak / MLB.com | June 21st, 2016  

MIAMI -- The Braves placed outfielder Mallex Smith on the 15-day disabled list with a fractured left thumb and recalled Emilio Bonifacio from 
Triple-A Gwinnett on Tuesday. 

Smith is expected to miss 8-10 weeks. The rookie left Sunday's 6-0 win over the Mets in the seventh inning after taking an Antonio Bastardo fastball 
off his left hand. 

Upon his callup on April 11, Smith manned center field, but he assumed the left-field role in late May. Braves manager Brian Snitker said the left-
field duties will be a toss-up moving forward. 

"We'll probably just spread it around," Snitker said. "Boni, [Jeff Francoeur] and Jace [Peterson] can play out there. Chase [d'Arnaud] can go out 
there. We've got a lot of options, and we'll just look at the matchups and on a day-to-day basis and see where we're at." 
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Bonifacio, who started in left field and hit eighth in Tuesday's 3-2 win over the Marlins, provides the Braves with versatility in the outfield and 
infield. The 31-year-old was hitting .270 with 23 stolen bases in 57 games for Triple-A Gwinnett. He appeared in 41 games for the Braves in 2014. 

"He played mostly outfield," Snitker said. "He's played some second. When he broke through with the Marlins, he was at third. Just his versatility, 
he can play all the outfield positions. He was doing pretty well there, too." 

Although Bonifacio wasn't atop the lineup in his 2016 Braves debut, the hope is that he can help fill the speed void with Smith out. Despite a .237 
average in 58 games for Atlanta, Smith scored 25 runs and stole a team-high 14 bases, which ranks fifth in the National League. 

"Just a shame," Snitker said of Smith's injury. "He was doing well. He brings a lot of energy to your team, so I hate it for him and that he's gotta be 
down that long. We're still kind of waiting to see, and maybe it's not that long. It's one of those things where even if he didn't break it, he'd 
probably go to the DL anyway because of where it hit." 

 

Gant-Conley matchup wraps two-game set 

By Patrick Pinak / MLB.com |   

The Braves feel right at home at Marlins Park, having gone 29-13 there since it opened in 2012. They look to improve upon that mark and sweep a 
two-game series against the Marlins at 12:10 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Atlanta is 6-1 this season against Miami. 

The Marlins send Adam Conley (3-4, 3.94 ERA) to the hill. In his last start, the left-hander held up the front end of Miami's first one-hitter since 
2013 against the Rockies on Friday. Conley is looking for his first win since May 16. 

John Gant (1-1, 4.37 ERA) takes the mound for just his third career start. He earned his first Major League win against the Mets on Friday, tossing 6 
2/3 innings of two-hit, one-run ball. 

Three things to know about this game 

• With nine career appearances under his belt, Gant owns a career 2.93 ERA on the road. That's a big difference from his 7.36 ERA at home. 

• Conley has a 5.84 ERA in 12 1/3 innings against the Braves. This will mark his third career start against Atlanta. 

• Christian Yelich has reached base safely in 20 straight games, giving him multiple 20-plus game on-base streaks this season. Only Joey Votto and 
Joe Mauer have achieved that feat. 

 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Peterson lifts Braves to sixth straight victory 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

MIAMI — Marlins ace Jose Fernandez returned just in time to cool off the Braves but his team’s bullpen couldn’t stop them from continuing their 
surge. 

Braves second baseman Jace Peterson tied the game with a two-run homer in the eighth inning and then knocked a go-ahead RBI single in the 10th 
for a 3-2 victory. The Braves (24-46) extended their season-long winning streak to six games and improved to 4-0 this season at Marlins Park. 

“Everybody is having fun,” Peterson said. “It seems like it’s somebody different every night. Really, we’ve just got a good thing going on right now 
and it’s fun to come to the ball park. We are not dwelling on the start to the season. We’ve still got a lot of ball games to play and we are just going 
to give it hell and see what happens.” 

Fernandez limited the Braves to one hit over seven shutout innings. The Braves trailed 2-0 when they finally broke through against reliever David 
Phelps in the eighth inning. 

Emilio Bonifacio led off with a single and, after Adonis Garcia struck out, Peterson smashed Phelps’ first pitch out to right field for his first homer of 
the season. 

“It was almost like I could feel the dugout, when he hit that ball, it’s like, All right boys, we are back in this thing,’” Braves interim manager Brian 
Snitker said. 
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Braves reliever Chris Withrow (2-0) retired the Marlins in order in the ninth before Marlins reliever Kyle Barraclough (3-2) walked Chase d’Arnaud 
to begin the 10th. After Bonifacio’s sacrifice advanced d’Arnaud, Barraclough struck out pinch hitter Jeff Francoeur. 

With Peterson due up, Marlins manager called on Mike Dunn to replace Barraclough. Dunn’s wild pitch moved d’Arnaud to third and then Peterson 
hit a sharp single to left to put the Braves ahead for the first time. 

“Runner on third and two outs, I’m just trying to get a hit and extend the game,” Peterson said. “He threw me a fastball that got a little bit of the 
plate. I was able to put a good swing on it and we won the ballgame.” 

Marlins outfielder Ichiro Suzuki led off the bottom of the 10th with an infield single against Braves closer Arodys Vizcaino. Martin Prado followed 
with a walk before Vizcaino struck out Christian Yelich, Gincarlo Stanton and Chris Johnson to preserve the victory. 

Miami’s bullpen squandered a dominant outing by Fernandez, who limited the Braves to five base runners over seven innings and struck out seven. 
He entered the game leading the majors in strikeouts per nine innings and ranked among the top 10 in ERA, wins and hits allowed per nine innings. 

The Marlins skipped Fernandez’s last start in an effort to limit his innings during his first full season back from Tommy John elbow surgery. In his 
previous start Fernandez had an eight-game winning streak snapped when he allowed four runs over six innings at the Diamondbacks. 

Fernandez wasn’t sharp early against the Braves, either, and needed 26 pitches to get out of the first inning. Fernandez retired the first two Braves 
hitters before walking Freddie Freeman on six pitches and giving up an infield single to Nick Markakis. 

A.J. Pierzynski hit a sharp line drive but third baseman Martin Prado needed to move only a couple of steps to his left to snag the ball, save the run 
and end the inning. That ended up being the only good scoring chance the Braves generated against Fernandez, who allowed just three more base 
runners the rest of the way. 

“He was good all night,” Peterson said. “We weren’t really able to get on him. He was mixing up pitches, attacking the zone. He got in a little 
trouble but he was able to get out of it.” 

Braves right-hander Bud Norris (2-8) was effective while allowing two runs over 5 1/3 innings. Norris allowed an RBI single to Fernandez in the 
second inning and gave up a run-scoring single with two outs to No. 8 hitter Adeiny Hechavarria in the fourth. 

Five Braves relievers held the Marlins scoreless over 4 2/3 innings. 

“With the way we’ve been playing recently, it’s been a lot of fun,” Norris said. “Nice off day (Monday) but I knew today was going to be a tough one 
with Jose over there and runs were going to come at a premium. This is a big team win for us. We’ve got a good thing going right now and we want 
to keep it going.” 

 

Braves rookie Mallex Smith out 8-10 weeks 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

MIAMI — The Braves said rookie outfielder Mallex Smith is expected to be out eight to 10 weeks because of a fractured left thumb he suffered 
during an at-bat Monday at the Mets. 

An X-ray taken at the stadium Sunday revealed the fracture, and Smith met with a hand specialist Monday in New York. The Braves placed Smith on 
the 15-day disabled list Tuesday and said Smith would be evaluated in a week to determine if surgery is necessary. 

“It’s just a shame,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “He was progressing well. He brings a lot of energy to your team, too. I hate it for 
him that he’s got to be down that long. Maybe it’s not that long, who knows. Maybe it heals up a little better in a week and it’s not 10 weeks.” 

To make Smith’s place on the roster, the Braves purchased the contract of Emilio Bonifacio from Triple-A Gwinnett. 

Smith, 23, has been a lineup regular since he was called up from Triple-A Gwinnett during the second week of the season. He’s started 31 games in 
center field and 16 in left while batting .237, with a .312 on-base percentage and a team-leading 14 stolen bases in seven attempts. 

Snitker has used Smith as the regular left fielder against a right-handed starting pitcher, with occasional starts against lefties. Snitker said that with 
Smith out, the position will be manned with a platoon that includes Bonifacio, Jeff Francoeur, Jace Peterson and Chase d’Arnaud. 

Smith suffered the injury when Mets left-hander Antonio Bastardo hit him with a 91-mph fastball. Snitker said even if Smith hadn’t suffered the 
fracture he would have probably needed to go on the DL because of the location of the injury. 
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Braves prospects Swanson, Albies both have big nights 

Braves prospect Dansby Swanson went 2-for-3 and scored a run in the Southern League All-Star Game Tuesday night in Pearl, Mississippi. 

Phillip Ervin hit a grand slam and Swanson’s team, the South Division, defeated the North Division 5-1. 

Meanwhile, another key Braves prospect, infielder Ozzie Albies, had a big game in the International League on the same night. 

Albies went 3-for-5 with two runs scored and a stolen base for the Gwinnett Braves in an 8-7 victory over the Indianapolis Indians in Lawrenceville. 

 

Streaky Braves slugger Freeman looking for consistency 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Posted: 6:07 p.m. Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Look at Freddie Freeman’s offensive numbers now and, except for a higher strikeout rate, they look about on par with what the Braves slugger has 
done throughout his seven-year career. 

It’s the way Freeman’s gotten to this point that’s odd. 

Usually a steady hitter from April through October, Freeman has had drastic peaks and valleys this season. He’s on a peak now and said he’s looking 
to be more constant at the plate for the rest of the season. 

“I have to say it’s been on odd season so far,” Freeman said Tuesday before the Braves opened a two-game series against the Marlins. “Obviously I 
got off to a horrible start, then I picked it back up, and then went spiraling back down again. I’m coming back up again right now. 

“Usually I’m more of a consistent guy. Hopefully the next three-and-a-half months I’ll be more of a consistent player.” 

Freeman’s most recent surge prompted Major League Baseball to name him the NL Player of the week. In seven games through Sunday Freeman 
was 17-for-31 (.548) with three home runs, six other extra-base hits and eight RBIs. Against the Reds on Wednesday Freeman became the first 
Braves player since 2008 to hit for the cycle (single, double, triple, home run). 

The hot streak came after Freeman went 1-for-11 with a walk in a three-game series against the Cubs. That capped a 25-game stretch in which he 
hit .183 with a .271 on-base percentage and .323 slugging percentage. 

After all of the ups and downs, Freeman entered Tuesday hitting .279 with a .365 on-base percentage and .492 slugging percentage. His career 
numbers were 284/.366/.468. 

“I’m not ever worried about it,” Freeman said. “I know if I keep going up there and grinding out at-bats, I’m going to get back to normal again. I’m 
almost there. But I’ve got a lot of work to do. We are starting to win some games, that’s the most important thing.” 

 

Bonifacio to platoon in left for Braves 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

MIAMI — The Braves promoted veteran utility man Emilio Bonifacio from Triple-A Gwinnett on Tuesday, and interim manager Brian Snitker 
immediately put him in the lineup at left field to replace injured rookie Mallex Smith. 

Snitker said Bonifacio would be part of a platoon in left that also includes Jeff Francoeur, Jace Peterson and Chase d’Arnaud. 

“We will probably just spread it around,” Snitker said. “We’ve got a lot of options. We are just looking at matchups on a day-to-day basis and see 
where we are at. Those guys being able to move around to a lot of positions really helps.” 

Smith was placed on the disabled list with a fractured left thumb and is expected to miss eight to 10 weeks. Smith had played left field regularly 
since Snitker took over as manager while getting days off against most let-handed starters. 

Bonifacio played in 769 big-league games from 2007 to 2015, including 41 with the Braves in 2014. For his career entering Tuesday he’d hit .259 
with a .316 on-base percentage while fielding every position except for first base. 

Bonifacio went to spring training with the Braves but was designated for assignment before opening day. He played in the outfield for 54 of 56 
starts at Gwinnett and hit .270 with a .321 on-base percentage. 
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Breaking news! The Braves no longer have baseball’s worst offense 

By Mark Bradley 

The Atlanta Braves have scored 232 runs in 69 games. Every other team in baseball has scored more — except the Philadelphia Phillies, who have 
mustered 221 runs in 71 games. Thirtieth place is no longer ours! 

As we know, the Braves were last — or nearly last — in almost every significant offensive category deep into this season. They’re still No. 30 in 
home runs and slugging percentage and OPS (on-base percentage plus slugging). But they’re a comparatively lusty 27th in batting average, and 
Nos. 28 and 29 are the Dodgers, which makes no sense, and the Mets, which does when you consider they’ve been missing David Wright, Lucas 
Duda, Juan Lagares and Travis d’Arnaud. 

The Phillies are last in BA, last in OPB. As Jeff Sullivan of FanGraphswrites: 

It was inconceivable how poorly the Braves were hitting, and it’s not like they’ve since turned into an offensive juggernaut. But as you look at the 
numbers today, there has been a shift. The Braves’ offense ranks low. The Phillies’ offense is worse. 

On the morning of May 20, we wondered how the Phillies were 24-17 and the Braves 10-30. The schedule had something to do with it, and so did 
Philly’s then-uncanny record in one-run games. Since the the time of that writing, the Phillies are 6-24. They’ve lost seven in a row and 11 of 12. 
Vince Velasquez, their best pitcher, is on the disabled list. (He’s scheduled to make a rehab start Wednesday.) In those 11 losses, they’ve scored 23 
runs. 

Since the Phillies were the one team picked to finish worse than the Braves before the season started — and were one of two, the Reds being the 
other, to finish below them last year — we’ve grown accustomed to keeping tabs on them. On the morning of May 20, the Braves were 13 1/2 
games behind the Phils; in a month, that deficit has been halved. 

Last week we asked if the Braves could hold off the Reds and Twins for the worst record and the No. 1 pick in next year’s draft. The local nine has 
already pulled two games ahead of Minnesota, which is either good or bad news depending on your view of the worth of the 1-1 pick. But I 
wouldn’t count the Phillies out of this heated pursuit. They’re bad and getting worse. 

 

 

The Sports Xchange 

Atlanta Braves at Miami Marlins game preview 

The Sports Xchange Jun 22, 2016 at 9:00a ET  

MIAMI -- The secret to success for small-budget teams such as the Miami Marlins and the Atlanta Braves -- who wrap up their abbreviated two-
game series on Wednesday afternoon -- is often in the scouting department. 

The Braves beat the Marlins 3-2 in 10 innings Tuesday and have won six of seven in the matchup between the teams this season. The Braves are 
also on a season-high six-game win streak. 

But that's the small picture for a Braves franchise that is 24-46 and way out of playoff contention. Here is the larger view for both teams: 

In Tuesday's editions of the Miami Herald, staff writer Clark Spencer -- through anonymous sources -- reported that the Marlins in 2012 had a 
choice between three Toronto Blue Jays prospects as part of the massive Jose Reyes trade. 

The Marlins could have had Noah "Thor" Syndergaard, who is now the ace of the New York Mets staff with a 7-2 record and a 1.91 ERA; or Aaron 
Sanchez, who is 7-1 with a 3.35 ERA for Toronto. 

Instead, Miami asked for and received Justin Nicolino, who on Sunday was sent down to the minors and is looking more and more like a bust with a 
2-4 record and a 5.17 ERA. 

Syndergaard, who lights up radar guns at 100 mph and beyond, would have seemed to be the obvious choice. But Nicolino was the lone left-hander 
of the trio and was seen as very "polished" at the time. 

Baseball America had Nicolino ranked as Toronto's fifth-best prospect at the time. Sanchez was ranked sixth, and Syndergaard was seventh. 
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How this is relevant now is simple: The Marlins and Braves can't afford to miss on too many of their player evaluations. 

They play in an NL East division that includes the front-running Washington Nationals and the defending National League champion Mets. 

Catching them won't be easy. 

The Phillies are also in the division, of course, and while Philadelphia is down at the moment, the franchise is loading up on prospects and has 
traditionally spent big when the time is right. 

Atlanta long ago surrendered this season. They are hoping that the prospects they have acquired in a flurry of recent trades as well as the players 
they have drafted and signed internationally all come together soon to form a winning nucleus. 

It's a long shot, frankly, but the Braves are banking on their scouts being right. 

The situation is brighter in Miami, where the Marlins are in contention for one of the two wild-card berths. But the farm system is barren at the 
moment, ranked dead last in the majors. 

Miami is thin on depth with few options in the minors. We saw that play out on Monday, when the Marlins, after having sent down Nicolino, could 
do no better than 28-year-old retread Paul Clemens, who gave up three homers to Colorado in his Miami debut. 

For a team with as little margin for error such as the Marlins, they simply have to find a better solution. 

And, for the moment at least, that solution would have to be in a trade. But with few quality prospects to exchange, even that could prove to be 
difficult. 

 

 

Associated Press 

Peterson's 3 Late RBIs Lift Braves to 3-2 Win in 10 

By CHRISTOPHER STOCK, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 Jace Peterson has not hit a lot of home runs in his brief career. 

However, he has hit some memorable ones at Marlins Park. 

Peterson hit a game-tying two-run home run in the eighth inning and a go-ahead RBI single in the 10th to lift the Atlanta Braves to a 3-2 victory 
over Miami on Tuesday night. 

"It's funny because my first career home run was here and my first one this year was here as well," said Peterson, who has seven career homers. "I 
don't know if it's coincidence or what. It definitely feels good to get another one here." 

Chris Withrow (2-0) got five outs to earn the win and Arodys Vizcaino picked up his eighth save in 10 chances for the Braves, who have won six 
straight. 

"A big, big win again," Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. "I loved the way the guys hung in there. I'm very happy for Jace." 

David Phelps surrendered the home run to Peterson and Kyle Barraclough (3-2) took the loss for the Marlins, who spoiled an impressive start by 
Jose Fernandez. 

Fernandez left with a 2-0 lead after allowing one hit through seven innings. He struck out seven and walked two. Fernandez drove in a run. 

Ichiro Suzuki had two hits for the Marlins to give him 2,982 in his career. 

The last-place Braves improved to 6-1 against their division foes. 

"They've kind of had our number and they've had a few people's number lately, they're playing good," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "We 
just haven't been able to put them away." 

Peterson hit the game-tying two-run homer with one out in the eighth. It was Peterson's first homer since Sept. 22, 2015, at the New York Mets. 

"Just a cutter that didn't cut turns into a bad fastball," Phelps said. "I've had pretty good success against Jace in the past, but credit him. I made a 
bad pitch and he did what he's supposed to do with it." 

http://abcnews.go.com/topics/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/sports/baseball/ichiro-suzuki.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/sports/baseball/new-york-mets.htm


Chase d'Arnaud walked to lead off the 10th, advanced to second on a sacrifice by Emilio Bonifacio, moved to third on a wild pitch, and scored on a 
two-out single to left by Peterson. 

"I wasn't trying to do too much with a runner on third and two outs," Peterson said. "I was just trying to get a hit and win the game. It worked out. 
He threw me a fastball caught a little bit of the plate and I put a good swing on it and we won the ball game." 

Suzuki led off the bottom of the 10th with an infield hit off Vizcaino, who followed by walking Martin Prado. 

Vizcaino settled down and struck out Christian Yelich, Giancarlo Stanton, and Chris Johnson to end the game. 

Fernandez made his first start in 10 days after being skipped in the rotation for rest. Fernandez showed no ill effects from the extra time between 
starts. After giving up an infield single in the first and hitting a batter in the second, he retired 14 straight. 

"First inning was a little rough, but this is the big leagues and you've got to make adjustments fast otherwise you're going to be in trouble," 
Fernandez said. 

Fernandez struck out his final two batters, but was lifted in favor of Phelps after 99 pitches — 21 in the seventh. 

"The seventh dictates the eighth so when the seventh is rough and he has to battle you could see he was at the end of his rope right there," 
Mattingly said. "If the seventh is quick then he gets a chance to go back out, but it wasn't and it was automatically Phelps." 

Fernandez drove in a run in the second for an early lead. It was his third RBI of the season. 

Adeiny Hechavarria's RBI single in the fourth gave the Marlins a 2-0 lead. 

Braves starter Bud Norris allowed two runs and seven hits in 5 1-3 innings. 

YELICH GETTING ON BASE 

Yelich has reached base safely in 20 consecutive games joining Minnesota's Joe Mauer as the only players in the majors with multiple streaks of at 
least 20 games this season. 

Yelich is batting .333 (26 of 78) during the recent span. 

UP NEXT 

Braves RHP John Gant (1-1, 4.37 ERA) will start Wednesday's afternoon finale against the Marlins. Gant will be making his third start of the season. 
He is 1-1 with a 2.45 ERA as a starter. 

Marlins LHP Adam Conley (3-4, 3.94) will take the mound looking for his first victory since May 16. Conley allowed one run and one hit over 5 2-3 
innings in a no-decision against Colorado in his last start. 

 

Braves-Marlins preview 

MIAMI -- The secret to success for small-budget teams such as the Miami Marlins and the Atlanta Braves -- who wrap up their abbreviated two-
game series on Wednesday afternoon -- is often in the scouting department. 

The Braves beat the Marlins 3-2 in 10 innings Tuesday and have won six of seven in the matchup between the teams this season. The Braves are 
also on a season-high six-game win streak. 

But that's the small picture for a Braves franchise that is 24-46 and way out of playoff contention. Here is the larger view for both teams: 

In Tuesday's editions of the Miami Herald, staff writer Clark Spencer -- through anonymous sources -- reported that the Marlins in 2012 had a 
choice between three Toronto Blue Jays prospects as part of the massive Jose Reyes trade. 

The Marlins could have had Noah "Thor" Syndergaard, who is now the ace of the New York Mets staff with a 7-2 record and a 1.91 ERA; or Aaron 
Sanchez, who is 7-1 with a 3.35 ERA for Toronto. 

Instead, Miami asked for and received Justin Nicolino, who on Sunday was sent down to the minors and is looking more and more like a bust with a 
2-4 record and a 5.17 ERA. 

Syndergaard, who lights up radar guns at 100 mph and beyond, would have seemed to be the obvious choice. But Nicolino was the lone left-hander 
of the trio and was seen as very "polished" at the time. 

Baseball America had Nicolino ranked as Toronto's fifth-best prospect at the time. Sanchez was ranked sixth, and Syndergaard was seventh. 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/mia/miami-marlins
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/tor/toronto-blue-jays
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/5411/jose-reyes
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31254/aaron-sanchez
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31254/aaron-sanchez
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31708/justin-nicolino


How this is relevant now is simple: The Marlins and Braves can't afford to miss on too many of their player evaluations. 

They play in an NL East division that includes the front-running Washington Nationals and the defending National League champion Mets. 

Catching them won't be easy. 

The Phillies are also in the division, of course, and while Philadelphia is down at the moment, the franchise is loading up on prospects and has 
traditionally spent big when the time is right. 

Atlanta long ago surrendered this season. They are hoping that the prospects they have acquired in a flurry of recent trades as well as the players 
they have drafted and signed internationally all come together soon to form a winning nucleus. 

It's a long shot, frankly, but the Braves are banking on their scouts being right. 

The situation is brighter in Miami, where the Marlins are in contention for one of the two wild-card berths. But the farm system is barren at the 
moment, ranked dead last in the majors. 

Miami is thin on depth with few options in the minors. We saw that play out on Monday, when the Marlins, after having sent down Nicolino, could 
do no better than 28-year-old retread Paul Clemens, who gave up three homers to Colorado in his Miami debut. 

For a team with as little margin for error such as the Marlins, they simply have to find a better solution. 

And, for the moment at least, that solution would have to be in a trade. But with few quality prospects to exchange, even that could prove to be 
difficult. 

 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/wsh/washington-nationals
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