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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani leaves early with blister as Mookie Betts hits 3 homers in 

Red Sox rout 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Just when it seemed the entire baseball world was on the Shohei Ohtani bandwagon, it 

crashed. 

Ohtani gave up three runs and developed a blister in two sloppy innings of the Angels’ 10-1 loss to the 

Boston Red Sox on Tuesday night. 

If the Angels keep Ohtani on six days rest, his next start would be next Tuesday in Houston, but that’s 

now in doubt. 

“Hopefully he’s going to make his next start,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’ll see how it goes. He’s 

had these occasionally in Japan. He’s not overly concerned.” 

Turns out that a blister on Ohtani’s right middle finger was enough to derail – at least temporarily – an 

Angels team that was enjoying the best start in franchise history. 

With 13 victories in their first 16 games, including seven in a row heading into Tuesday’s game, the 

Angels were winning and enjoying a front row seat for the sport’s most amazing story. 

Ohtani was thriving in a bid to become baseball’s first two-way start since Babe Ruth. 

His appearance on the mound on Tuesday night was no doubt responsible for some of the sell-out 

crowd of 44,822 – the second-largest crowd since the 1998 renovation of Angel Stadium. 

Many of them had not even found their seats by the time Ohtani’s game began to unravel, though. 

Mookie Betts took a 97 mph fastball at the bottom of the zone and he crushed it over the center field 

fence, leading off the game with what would be the first of his three homers. 

After that, Ohtani continued to struggle, bouncing several splitters in front of the plate. The splitter is 

the pitch that is most affected by his blister, although he said he also had difficulty with his fastball. 

Ohtani got out of the first inning with only one run on the board, but it took him 28 pitches to record 

three outs. 
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In the second, he was having more of the same issue. He practically abandoned the splitter, leaving him 

mostly to throw his fastball and slider. Jackie Bradley Jr. lined a single to center. Christian Vazquez then 

drew a walk. After a visit from pitching coach Charlie Nagy, Ohtani gave up an opposite field blooper on 

a 99 mph fastball to Brock Holt, pushing home another run. A third run scored on a sacrifice fly. Ohtani 

got out of the inning with his 66th pitch of the night. 

Upon returning to the dugout, he showed coaches and the medical staff his blister, and they opted to 

end his night. 

Ohtani said later in the season he might have pushed to try to stay in the game, but not now. 

“It’s a long season,” he said through his interpreter. “It’s early in the season. I’m being very cautious 

with it.” 

Ohtani said he started to have issues with the blister in the wake of his previous start. He was spotted 

wearing a bandage on his middle finger last week in Texas. Nagy then acknowledged that Ohtani had a 

blister, but he said it had cleared up sufficiently. Ohtani threw his normal bullpen sessions and he was 

ready to pitch on Sunday in Kansas City, before cold weather postponed that start. 

He took the mound on Tuesday with eight days rest. Although he felt the blister was healed enough, he 

said “in the high intensity of the game it didn’t hold up too well.” 

Now, the Angels will check on him each day to determine when he can pitch again. 

“Usually in Japan I pitched without it fully healing, without skipping days or anything,” Ohtani said. “I 

think it will be something similar this time.” 

Ohtani also said the blister does not affect his ability to hit. Scioscia said Ohtani is still expected to hit in 

games starting on Thursday, following his customary day off after he pitches. 

The Angels still trailed only 3-0 when Ohtani left, a manageable deficit for the team that had been the 

highest-scoring club in baseball through their first 16 games. Luke Bard, however, let it get away quickly. 

The rookie reliever gave up five runs on three homers in a span of 11 pitches in the third inning, 

including the second of the game from Betts. 

The Angels trailed 8-0 before they got their first hit against David Price, in the bottom of the third. 

 

What’s up with all the jugs of water Angels players have now? 

By Jeff Fletcher 
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ANAHEIM — Athletic trainers and strength and conditioning coaches are always trying to impress upon 

their athletes the importance of hydration. 

Around the Angels, they might have hit on something. They made it a competition. 

“Anytime you’re doing something that’s tedious, if you can turn it into a game, then the sustainability is 

much better,” said Lee Fiocchi, the team’s strength and conditioning coach. 

That is why most of the Angels players can now be seen, even in the dugout, with their own 64-ounce 

jug. The players each came up with their own nickname for the concoctions within, starting with “Luis 

Juice.” 

Luis Valbuena started drinking water with branched chain amino acids last year. This year during spring 

training, his hydration tested for what is essentially a perfect score, Fiocchi said. 

That achievement made an impression on the other players. 

“They were pretty blown away,” Fiocchi said, “and that pretty much started the jugs and the Luis Juice. 

It’s been something that’s contagious.” 

Mike Trout bought the jugs for everyone. Now most of the position players and a few pitchers carry 

around the jugs regularly. They contain mostly water, with some of the amino acid hydration 

supplement and various other flavorings and colors, to taste. 

The players are regularly tested, and they are all shooting for the perfect score. 

For an organization that in recent years has been beset by injuries – mostly arm injuries to pitchers – the 

hydration competition is a welcome sight for the training staff. 

“There’s more of an emphasis here on hydration than any other team I’ve been on,” third baseman Zack 

Cozart said. 

Added outfielder Chris Young: “I think a lot of teams talk about it, but actually implementing it into a 

daily routine is something they do a really good job of, for sure.” 

The science behind hydration is relatively simple, Fiocchi said. Muscles that are better hydrated will be 

better able to react to the quick bursts of movement. It helps to avoid muscle strains and pulls. Players 

can also expect to have more energy. 

Fiocchi is happy that he’s got a team full of players trying to out-hydrate each other. There is another 

side effect: “They’re going to the bathroom a lot more than they’re used to.” 

SHOEMAKER UPDATE 



April 18, 2018  Page 6 of 57 
 

Matt Shoemaker, who is out with a forearm strain, said Tuesday that he’s made significant progress 

recently. 

“The first week and a half, the symptoms were pretty steady, but the last four or five days it’s noticeably 

gotten better,” he said. “It’s starting to feel really good.” 

Shoemaker said he doesn’t know when he’ll be cleared to throw, but he’s been starting to push the 

training staff to give him a throwing schedule. 

Last week Shoemaker underwent a battery of tests, and no new structural or nerve injuries were 

detected. 

MOVING UP 

Right-hander Griffin Canning, one of the Angels’ top pitching prospects, was promoted from Class-A to 

Double-A after just two professional starts. He gave up three runs in 3-2/3 innings in his Double-A debut. 

Canning, a UCLA and Santa Margarita High product picked by the Angels in the second round of last 

year’s draft, did not allow a run in either of his two starts at Class-A. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Tyler Skaggs, 2-0, 1.69) vs. Red Sox (Rick Porcello, 3-0, 1.83), Wednesday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports 

West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

Q & A with Angels beat writer Jeff Fletcher: When should Shohei Ohtani pitch? 

By Jeff Fletcher 

During the Angels’ off day Monday, we hosted a Q&A on our Facebook page. Fans were mostly satisfied 

with the team’s 13-3 start, but there were still plenty of issues, and some concerns about the pitching in 

the long term. Here are some of the questions. 

Q: For the most part, everything is going right for the Angels, but there is no denying the teams 

weakness is their bullpen. What are some of the options Billy Eppler may have to improve it? Any 

decent SP or BP arms still available that might be worth it for the BP? -Jim Barger 

A: Kelvin Herrera and Alex Colome, off the top of my head, are probably the most established closers 

whose teams are likely to be sellers in the summer. Those guys won’t be available before June, though. 

As for starters, they could try for guys like Michael Fulmer or Julio Teheran, but also not till June. And all 

of those guys would cost good prospects. I don’t see the Angels being desperate enough to pick up 

scrap-heap guys who are available now. 

https://www.facebook.com/ocrangels/posts/1659623100796811
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Q: If you think the Angels’ front office could schedule the day of the week Shohei Ohtani would pitch 

(assuming it will be once a week all season), which day would you think they would pick and why? -

Gregory Bird 

A: Probably Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday. Those are the days that they are (almost) never off, 

but they often have off days before or after them. That way they keep the option to have him hit as 

often as possible. Right now, they aren’t using him to hit the day before or after he pitches. 

Q: Don’t get me wrong I’m happy we are winning and very optimistic about the now. But what do you 

give the odds on a Mike Trout extension and when if so? We can’t let him taste free agency. -Tim 

Walls 

A: I am sure the Angels will have discussions with Trout about an extension, but probably not until next 

year, at the earliest. I assume Trout wouldn’t even want to do anything until he sees what next winter’s 

free agent class does for his market value. 

Q: Have the Angels looked into not having a DH when Ohtani pitches? That way they can get his bat in 

the lineup too when he pitches? -Andrew Munoz 

A: The problem with that is they would still have their pitcher in the lineup after he’s out of the game. 

Ohtani rarely hit when he pitched in Japan. I think he’s more comfortable focusing on one at a time. He 

may pitch in Colorado in early May, and he’d obviously hit in that game. 

Q: Who hits more bombs in BP, Trout or Ohtani??? -Garrett Micah Brock 

A: I can’t say that I’ve counted. In Texas I saw Ohtani hit one off a roof deep in center field. I asked 

assistant hitting coach Paul Sorrento if he’d ever seen anyone hit a ball there. He said only Trout. 

Q:  Is Keynan Middleton our “closer” now? Haven’t seen any official pronouncement from the team 

(not that Mike Scioscia would make one). -Gabe Bowne 

A: He seems to be the top choice at the moment. Don’t expect Scioscia to name him the “closer,” 

though. He likes to keep his options open. 

Q: I know were only beginning this season, but could we realistically make a run at Manny Machado 

this offseason if he’s willing to move back to 3B? I see Ian Kinsler as a one year stop gap option, so we 

could just shift Zack Cozart to 2B next year. -Rob Aspinall 

A: I can’t answer that. I believe Machado probably wants to play shortstop though. So the Angels would 

not be the best fit for him. 

Q: In our pitching staff (especially in the bullpen), who has options? -Juanjo Rios. 
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A: Middleton is the only reliever currently on the roster who can be optioned. When the Angels need a 

6th starter later this week, they may have to make a tough roster move. Andrew Heaney, Nick 

Tropeano, Tyler Skaggs and Ohtani all have options. 

Q: David Fletcher has been tearing it up in SLC do you think he will get a call up to the big leagues 

during the season? -Zack Hatt 

A: I think he’ll be up at some point, but maybe not till September. Barring injury, there’s no place for him 

to play in the majors. He’s better off playing every day at AAA. 

Q: If Scioscia pinch hits for Martin Maldonado, and Rene Rivera tries to finish the rest of the game but 

gets hurt, who is the emergency catcher? -Jeff Mays 

A: That’s a good question. It used to be CJ Cron. Of the current players, I’d guess Luis Valbuena? Maybe 

Jefry Marte. 

Q: Without causing too much angst, what’s your choice? In-N-Out, Whataburger, Five Guys or other? -

Stuart Matthews 

A: Whataburger is probably the best in that group. But you can’t go wrong with In n Out. I haven’t had 

Five Guys more than a couple times. 

 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels lose Ohtani to a blister, fall to Red Sox 10-1 

By Mike Digiovanna 

The Boston Red Sox were a real buzzkill for the Angels and Shohei Ohtani on Tuesday night, the team 

with the best record in baseball knocking the seemingly otherworldly two-way star back to terra firma. 

A sellout crowd of 44,822, the second-largest since the 1998 renovation of Angel Stadium, packed the 

house in anticipation of another pitching gem by Ohtani, the Japanese right-hander who was dominant 

in his first two starts. 

Ohtani didn't make it to the third inning, a blister on the middle finger of his pitching hand and the 

blistering bats of the Red Sox conspiring against him in a 10-1 loss that snapped the Angels' seven-game 

win streak. 
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Mookie Betts hit three solo home runs for his third career three-homer game and was in the on-deck 

circle when Brock Holt grounded into a double play to end the ninth. 

The Red Sox, who have scored 75 runs in their last nine games for an 8.3-run average, improved to 14-2, 

the best start in the franchise's 118-year history. 

Ohtani, perfect through 6 1/3 innings of his previous start against Oakland on April 8, needed 66 pitches 

to record six outs against the Red Sox, allowing three runs and four hits in two innings. 

He looked uncomfortable on a 67-degree evening, constantly blowing on his pitching hand. His split-

fingered fastball, so devastating against the A's, was not a factor against the Red Sox, who swung at only 

one of Ohtani's 13 dirt-diving pitches, fouling it off. 

All of Ohtani's 18 strikeouts in his first two starts were swinging, and he entered Tuesday with a major 

league-leading 35.2% swinging-strike percentage. He induced only two swings and misses against the 

Red Sox and struck out one. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Ohtani was fine in warmups and didn't have any problems in the first inning, 

but the blister became an issue in the second. 

"It definitely had an effect on his command, especially his off-speed pitches," Scioscia said. "He got 

through two innings, but we don't want it to get any worse." 

Ohtani said the blister actually developed toward the end of his last start, and that it mostly affected 

command of his split-fingered pitch and fastball. 

"They took a look at it and felt it would be fine for today, and I felt the same way," Ohtani said through 

an interpreter. "But under the high intensity of the game, it didn't hold up too well." 

Ohtani dealt with blisters — often in the same area — virtually every season in Japan, and he sometimes 

pitched entire seasons with them. 

"I have a decent idea of how long it will take to recover and heal," Ohtani said. "Usually in Japan, I would 

pitch without it fully healing. I think it will be something similar this time around. It's a long season, and 

it's early in season, so I'm being really cautious with it." 

Ohtani said he "shouldn't have any problem hitting" later in the week. The Red Sox certainly didn't have 

any problem hitting him Tuesday night. 

Betts led off the game by lining a full-count, 97-mph fastball over the wall in left-center, and Ohtani 

needed 28 pitches to get out of the first. 
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Jackie Bradley Jr. singled with one out in the second, Christian Vazquez drew a seven-pitch walk, and 

Holt hit a 100-mph fastball into left field. Betts capped a nine-pitch at-bat with a walk, and Andrew 

Benintendi hit a sacrifice fly for a 3-0 lead. 

Luke Bard came on for the third and gave up homers to Bradley, Holt and Betts in that inning and Rafael 

Devers' 438-foot solo shot to right in the fourth. 

Boston left-hander David Price, who left his previous start after one inning because of a sensation in his 

pitching hand, allowed one run and three hits in five innings, striking out six and walking four, to earn 

the win. 

 

A phenom, yet still a rookie, Shohei Ohtani’s third start is charmless 

By Bill Plaschke 

For the three giddy weeks, he was Babe Ruth. 

In one sobering hour, he reminded everyone he is still merely a babe. 

In the legend of Shohei Ohtani that has dominated this young baseball season, conveniently ignored was 

the part about him being 23, and the part about him being a rookie. 

Both things were written across his pained face Tuesday when the truth couldn't lie and the honeymoon 

didn't last. 

In a sold-out Angel Stadium, he came up empty. In the most anticipated appearance by an Angel here in 

years, he lasted two innings. By the time the fans had battled the traffic and filled up the seats, Ohtani 

was on his way out. 

After winning games with both his bat and his arm as a two-way star during the best 16-game start in 

team history, Ohtani finally lost it, misplacing his air of wonder and forfeiting his aura of invincibility. 

After two brilliant starts against the talent-depleted Oakland Athletics, he tried messing with the mighty 

Boston Red Sox, and wound up fooling nobody. 

He lasted only a dozen Red Sox hitters, allowing a hit, a walk, or a run-scoring out to seven of them. He 

was lifted after allowing three runs and four hits in two innings because of what was officially called a 

blister on the middle finger of his pitching hand. But that was only part of the story. 
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Manager Mike Scioscia said the blister began affecting Ohtani in the second inning. Ohtani said he 

developed it during his last start. Whatever happened, in an eventual 10-1 Red Sox victory, the kid was 

just blistered. 

"Obviously, I'm not going to be at the top of my game for every start," Ohtani said through an 

interpreter. "For half of my starts, I won't be at the top of my game. I need to learn more and get 

better." 

He was never comfortable. He was never sharp. He was never even warm, it seemed, as he constantly 

blew on his hands on a night with temperatures dipping into the low 60s. 

He stepped off the mound and it didn't work. He consulted with pitching coach Charles Nagy and it 

didn't work. He glared at the sky when it was obvious it wasn't working. 

He threw balls in the dirt. He threw balls at the bills of helmets. He seemingly bounced as many pitches 

as he threw directly into Martin Maldonado's mitt. He threw 100-mph fastballs, but few for strikes, and 

even fewer that missed bats. 

In the first inning, Ohtani gave up a full-count home run to leadoff-hitting Mookie Betts on a fastball 

down the middle. In the second inning, on four consecutive batters, he allowed baserunners on two 

walks and two chopped singles. 

His first walk, to Christian Vasquez, came after a 1-and-2 pitch. His second walk, to Betts, came after an 

0-and-2 count. 

In his previous two starts, his split-fingered fastball led to 18 swinging strikeouts. This time, his splitter 

wasn't locating, the Red Sox weren't biting, and he struck out just one batter on a check swingby J.D. 

Martinez. In fact, there were only three swings and misses during his entire stint, as he threw just 34 

strikes and 32 balls. 

Ohtani said the blister affected everything, noting, "My splitter, I didn't have good command of that. My 

fastball, I couldn't feel it off my fingertips. My slider, I couldn't feel it." 

It was hard to watch. It was weird to watch. It certainly wasn't the reason folks came from everywhere 

to watch, with 44,822 fans representing the largest crowd of the season and second-largest crowd here 

since the stadium renovation 20 years ago. 

And, oh yeah, they sold out Angel Stadium on a Tuesday night for the first time in four years. 

But that figures. So far, in ranking among the Angels leaders in both pitching and hitting, Ohtani has 

enchanted the entire baseball world as much as Mike Trout or bobbleheads. 
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It was a midweek night in the middle of April, yet in the beginning it felt like every night in the middle of 

October. 

Fifteen minutes before first pitch, the cars were backed up on freeway, lined up to get into the Angel 

Stadium parking lot. Ten minutes before the first pitch, there were huge crowds around the stadium 

entrances. When Ohtani took the mound for the first pitch, the place lit up with a roar, Angels fans even 

drowning out the usually loud fans from Boston. 

"It's a different buzz,'' former Angels star and current broadcaster Tim Salmon said. "There are not many 

guys that have the community-wide buzz that it feels like around here. When he throws, it's all about 

him." 

That buzz led to the team's 13-3 record before Tuesday. It's like an extra weapon. Where some thought 

he might be a distraction, he has instead been an inspiration. 

"When the fans see him here, there's more energy, more excitement. We feed off that," pitcher Matt 

Shoemaker said. 

Yet on Tuesday, that boost lasted about as long as it took Betts to start the game by sending a 97-mph 

fastball over the fence. 

But this bad outing doesn't mean that boost should go bust. The Angels are hopeful the blister won't 

cause him to miss a start. It should not cause him to miss an appearance as designated hitter. 

Ohtani is still a pitching phenom with a 2-1 record, 3.60 ERA and 19 strikeouts and just four walks in 15 

innings. He is still a hitting phenom with three homers, 11 RBIs and a .367 average. 

The early results of this grand experiment are still crazy good. But Tuesday showed it's going to be a 

process, and it's going to take time. After eliciting all sorts of wild adjectives from admirers in the 

previous three weeks, Ohtani finally delivered a performance that called for a verb. 

Chill. 

 

Angels’ Matt Shoemaker feeling confident about return to rotation 

By Mike Digiovanna 

A flurry of medical tests over the past two weeks has produced what Matt Shoemaker believes is a 

consensus among experts on the source of the nerve irritation in his forearm, one that has the Angels 

right-hander feeling much more confident about his return. 
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"Every doctor I've seen, and I've seen so many I couldn't give you an accurate number, has said they 

think it's scar tissue from the surgery I had [last August] and that it's essentially irritating the nerve," said 

Shoemaker, who went on the disabled list April 3. 

"We're doing really aggressive treatment to soften and break up that scar tissue to free the nerve. Knock 

on wood, it's a very easy fix and it doesn't happen again. The last four or five days, there's been a drastic 

improvement in how my arm feels in that spot. It's very encouraging." 

Shoemaker made only 14 starts last season before the surgery to fix a radial nerve compression in his 

forearm. He reported no problems through spring training but suffered a setback after his first regular-

season start. 

An April 9 electromyography and nerve conduction study failed to reveal the source of the irritation. 

Doctors tested Shoemaker's arteries, veins and muscles "just to clear and check every box off," he said. 

"That first week and a half, I was like, 'What's going on?' Every frustration you can think of, I had. In the 

last four or five days my positivity has improved greatly." 

Shoemaker said his pain level when he extends his forearm into a throwing position "has dropped 95 to 

98% since the first week — it's almost zero now." There is still no timetable for his return, but 

Shoemaker is optimistic he will be able to begin a throwing program in the next week or two. 

Getting Ohtani in a groove 

The Angels plan to start Shohei Ohtani on six days' rest for at least the foreseeable future, but the right-

hander's once-a-week pitching schedule, which was disrupted by Sunday's postponement in Kansas City, 

is not set in stone. 

"What's going to be optimal for him is going to be a function of how he pitches, when we start to get 

some data on him, and how he rebounds," manager Mike Scioscia said. "I think we're all anticipating 

that at some point this year he won't be [pitching every] seven days, but when that happens, it happens. 

Flexibility is the key." 

Ohtani started Tuesday against Boston on eight days' rest and yielded a home run to the first batter he 

faced, Mookie Betts. He needed 28 pitches to finish the first inning and lasted just one more frame, 

allowing three runs on four hits and two walks, troubled by a blister on the middle finger of his pitching 

hand. 

On the farm 

Top pitching prospect Griffin Canning, the former UCLA right-hander who was a second-round pick in 

the 2017 draft, was promoted to double-A Mobile this week after allowing no runs and four hits, striking 

out 12 and walking three in 8 2/3 innings of his first two starts for Class-A Inland Empire. 
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Taylor Ward's transition from catcher to third base has been a little bumpy. The 2015 first-round pick 

out of Fresno State has committed four errors in his first 10 games at Mobile. On the plus side, Ward hit 

.457 (16 for 35) with one homer and nine RBIs in those games. 

Short hops 

David Price's last pitch Tuesday was taken for a third strike by Albert Pujols, who slammed his helmet to 

the ground in protest of umpire Vic Carapazza's call to end the fifth and earned his ninth career ejection. 

Pujols singled for career hit No. 2,989 in the third. … Right-hander JC Ramirez underwent reconstructive 

elbow surgery Tuesday and is expected to be out for 12 to 18 months. … According to STATS, Tuesday 

night's game between the Angels (13-3) and Red Sox (13-2) was the first matchup of teams that were 

.800 or better 15 or more games into the season since 1966, when the 14-2 Cleveland Indians played the 

13-3 Baltimore Orioles. 

 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

As Ohtani exits early, Angels routed by Sox 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Shohei Ohtani vs. David Price was supposed to be an early marquee pitching matchup, one 

that could involve each going about seven innings -- like Price did in his first two starts and like Ohtani 

did on April 8, when he flirted with a perfect game. 

Instead, both pitchers combined for just seven innings, as Ohtani left early with a blister and the Red 

Sox powered their way to a 10-1 win on Tuesday at Angel Stadium. Price threw 78 pitches over five 

innings, while Ohtani exited after the second. 

The blister, which developed after Ohtani's previous start on April 8, appeared to hamper his ability to 

locate his offspeed pitches, allowing a dangerous Red Sox offense to pounce on his fastball. The two-

way phenom gave up three runs on four hits and two walks in his first career loss. 

"[The blister] definitely affected his command," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 

The American League East-leading Red Sox are one of the first major tests of the season for the Angels. 

The two teams entered Tuesday leading MLB in several major offensive categories. Boston continued to 

rake, notching 15 hits, including six homers. Meanwhile, Los Angeles had just four hits, all singles. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/456034/david-price
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/shohei-ohtani-exits-start-with-blister/c-272671630
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"I knew [the Red Sox] were a really good team on a hot streak," Ohtani said through an interpreter. "I 

watched videos the last two days, and I saw why they were playing so well. And actually pitching against 

them, I felt why they had such a good record. It's something I need to get better at for next time, and 

keep on trying to learn more and get better." 

Boston notched all three of its runs against Ohtani off the righty's four-seam fastball, which they jumped 

on when his splitter -- by far his best secondary pitch -- proved negligible. Ohtani threw 13 splitters, with 

only two yielding strikes -- both foul balls. 

"My splitter, I didn't have good command of that, I threw it in the dirt a lot," Ohtani said. "My fastball, I 

didn't have a good feel on my fingertips, off the seams." 

The Angels' bullpen faltered, too. Entering Tuesday with the second lowest ERA in the AL, their relievers 

gave up seven runs, including five homers. 

The Angels' lone run came on an Albert Pujols RBI single, the 2,989th hit of his career. Pujols was 

ejected at the end of the fifth for arguing a called third strike. It was his ninth career ejection, and his 

fourth with the Angels. 

Price threw five innings of one-run ball, allowing just three hits and striking out six. The Boston bullpen 

combined for four innings of scoreless relief. 

SOUND SMART 

This was the Angels' first Tuesday sellout since April 1, 2014 -- the second game of the regular season 

that year -- with a crowd of 43,567. It was also the second largest attendance since Angel Stadium was 

renovated in 1998. 

Ohtani tied Tim Fortugno for the franchise record for most strikeouts through an Angels pitcher's first 

three career games with 19. 

UP NEXT 

Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (2-0, 1.69 ERA) will make his fourth start of the season Wednesday, as the 

Angels continue their three-game series against the Red Sox at 7:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Skaggs 

tossed 5 1/3 scoreless innings in his lone previous start against the Red Sox on July 31, 2016. Right-

hander Rick Porcello (3-0, 1.83) will take the mound for Boston. 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/519144/rick-porcello
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Halos hopeful Ohtani (blister) makes next start 

Two-way sensation expected to remain in lineup as DH in meantime  

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Shohei Ohtani's toughest test on the mound thus far did not end well. 

Facing the American League East-leading Red Sox, Ohtani allowed three runs over two innings in the 

Angels' 10-1 loss in Tuesday night's series opener at Angel Stadium. The 23-year-old right-hander was 

removed after developing a blister on the middle finger of his right hand during the second inning. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said the Angels aren't overly concerned with Ohtani's blister, and they remain 

hopeful he will be able to make his next scheduled start on the mound, which would be next Tuesday if 

the Angels keep him on his current schedule. The malady isn't expected to affect Ohtani's availability as 

a hitter. 

"We'll be flexible," Scioscia said. "Obviously this is a new wrinkle right now with the blister coming up. 

We'll read how we get later in the week. He's going to hit a couple times, obviously, before he pitches 

again. We'll see where everything sets up." 

Ohtani, who also dealt with blisters in Japan, said his latest one developed following his last start against 

the A's on April 8, when he carried a perfect game into the seventh inning. 

"People took a look at it, and they thought it would be fine for today," Ohtani said through an 

interpreter. "I also felt the same way, but I tried to pitch today, and with the high intensity of the game, 

it didn't hold up too well." 

Ohtani acknowledged that the blister hampered his ability to locate his pitches against Boston's potent 

lineup. He gave up four hits, while walking two, striking out one and throwing 66 pitches, 34 for strikes. 

While Ohtani's fastball averaged 97.2 mph, he had little command of his secondary pitches and 

generated only three swinging strikes, none of which came via the 13 splitters he threw. In his first two 

dazzling starts against the A's, Ohtani had a 70.3 percent whiff rate (26 whiffs on 37 swings) on his 

splitter. 

"I think [the blister] had an effect on his overall command of all his pitches," Scioscia said. "But it 

particularly affected some of his offspeed." 

Mookie Betts led off the game by crushing a full-count, 97-mph fastball from Ohtani to left-center field 

for a home run. Hanley Ramirez then delivered a one-out single to center, advancing to second on a 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-lose-series-opener-against-red-sox/c-272610792
http://m.mlb.com/player/605141/mookie-betts
http://m.mlb.com/player/434670/hanley-ramirez


April 18, 2018  Page 17 of 57 
 

wild pitch, but Ohtani escaped further damage by striking out J.D. Martinez and coaxing an inning-

ending grounder from Rafael Devers. 

Ohtani continued to labor in the second, yielding a one-out single to Jackie Bradley Jr. and a walk 

to Christian Vazquez. Brock Holt followed with a single to left field to score Bradley, and Ohtani then 

walked Betts to load the bases with one out. The Red Sox extended their lead to 3-0 on a sacrifice fly 

from Andrew Benintendi, before Ohtani retired Ramirez on a groundout. 

Angels reliever Luke Bard replaced Ohtani, then gave up three home runs in a five-run third, putting the 

Angels in an 8-0 hole. 

Ohtani was originally scheduled to pitch Sunday against the Royals, but the game was postponed due to 

below-freezing temperatures in Kansas City. The two-way phenom entered Tuesday with a 2-0 record, a 

2.08 ERA and 18 strikeouts over 13 innings in his first two pitching appearances this season, both against 

the A's. 

Ohtani didn't fare as well against the Red Sox, who rank first in the Majors with an .831 OPS and are off 

to a 14-2 start. 

 

Shoemaker feeling ‘really good,’ eager to throw 

Angels right-hander currently on DL with right forearm strain 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Angels right-hander Matt Shoemaker, who made one start before going on the disabled list 

April 3, has been making progress on the right forearm strain that has kept him sidelined. 

"The last four, five days it's just very noticeably gotten better," Shoemaker said before Tuesday's opener 

against the Red Sox at Angel Stadium. "The nerve irritation, the scar-tissue stuff affecting the nerve, 

whatever I was feeling, that's finally calming down, and I'm starting to feel really good." 

Shoemaker said he is eager to begin a throwing program, but he still has not been cleared to do so. 

There remains no timetable for his return, according to manager Mike Scioscia. 

Shoemaker, 31, missed more than half of the 2017 season after undergoing surgery to release the 

compressed radial nerve in his right forearm. He has said that his current injury feels similar to the one 

that he sustained last year. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/646240/rafael-devers
http://m.mlb.com/player/598265/jackie-bradley-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/543877/christian-vazquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/571788/brock-holt
http://m.mlb.com/player/643217/andrew-benintendi
http://m.mlb.com/player/572703/luke-bard
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
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Shoemaker was expected to be a regular member of the Angels' projected six-man rotation this season, 

but he has not pitched since his season debut on March 31, when he allowed three runs in 5 2/3 innings 

in a win over the A's. 

Shoemaker's injury, coupled with the loss of JC Ramirez to season-ending Tommy John surgery, forced 

the Angels to use nine starters through their first 15 games of the season. 

The Angels are currently carrying five starters on their 25-man roster -- Garrett Richards, Tyler 

Skaggs, Shohei Ohtani, Nick Tropeano and Andrew Heaney -- though they are expecting to shift to a six-

man rotation within the next week. They will need another starter by Sunday, at the latest, with Jaime 

Barria and Parker Bridwell the most likely candidates to take the role. 

Worth noting 

• Ramirez, who was diagnosed with a torn ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow last week, was 

scheduled to undergo Tommy John surgery Tuesday. The procedure was expected to be performed by 

Dr. Neal ElAttrache in Los Angeles. 

• Right-hander Griffin Canning, a second-round Draft pick out of UCLA in 2017, has been promoted to 

Double-A Mobile after logging 8 2/3 scoreless innings over his first two starts with Class A Advanced 

Inland Empire this season. Canning, 21, is the Angels' No. 8 prospect, per MLB Pipeline. 

 

Tuesday’s top prospect performers** 

By Mike Rosenbaum 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Tuesday. 

With top pitching prospect Triston McKenzie sidelined to begin the season, Shane Bieber and Sam 

Hentges are taking center stage in the Cleveland Indians' farm system. They combined to throw 13 

scoreless innings with 16 strikeouts, as each hurler recorded his second win in three starts at his 

respective level. 

Bieber, Cleveland's No. 8 prospect, fired seven scoreless frames, allowing four hits and striking out six to 

lead Double-A Akron past Altoona, 2-0. The 22-year-old right-hander extended his season-opening 

scoreless-innings streak to 20 with the performance, during which he's allowed just 10 hits and zero 

walks while striking out 23 batters. 

That Bieber, the Indians' fourth-round pick in the 2016 Draft, is yet to issue a walk should not be 

surprising -- he issued just 12 free passes (two intentional) in 173 1/3 innings last season to lead all 

Minor League hurlers both in walk rate (1.5 percent) and walks-per-nine innings (0.5 BB/9). 

http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
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Hentges (No. 17) also dazzled in his start for Class A Advanced Lynchburg, posting six blank frames to 

help the Hillcats defeat Frederick, 4-1. The 21-year-old lefty scattered six hits and one walk with 10 

strikeouts in arguably his best outing since returning from Tommy John surgery last June. He's quickly 

emerged as Lynchburg's ace in McKenzie's absence, posting a 0.56 ERA with 19 strikeouts and three 

walks in 16 innings (three starts) to begin the season. 

The rest of the best performances from top prospects Tuesday 

• Angels No. 10 prospect Michael Hermosillo set a career high with six RBIs behind a trio of run-

producing extra-base hits in Triple-A Salt Lake's rout of Sacramento. The 23-year-old outfielder accrued 

his RBIs in the first six innings, too, as he plated two runs with a triple in the second inning, connected 

on a three-run homer in the fourth and then added a solo shot two frames later to finish 3-for-5. 

Hermosillo also scored two runs and recorded an outfield assist in center field. 

**Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

                 FROM MiLB.COM       

BayBears turn first triple play since 2006 

Thaiss, Justus combine on feat in 4-3 victory over Shuckers  

By Rob Terranova 

Double-A Mobile did something Tuesday night against Biloxi that the team has not done in 12 years -- 

turn a triple play. 

Ninth-ranked Angels prospect Matt Thaiss and Connor Justus combined on the feat en route to the 

BayBears' 4-3 victory in 10 innings over the Shuckers at Hank Aaron Stadium. 

"I've never been part of a triple play before. It's definitely something that's really cool," Thaiss said. "I 

saw that the runners were going on the pitch and the hitter put a good swing on it, but the ball took me 

towards first base. So once I caught it, I just stepped on the bag and turned it over to Justus and he did 

the rest."  

With the game knotted in the the eighth inning, 3-3, Brewers No. 7 prospect Corey Rayroped a double 

to center field. No. 22 Troy Stokes Jr. worked a walk off southpaw Conor Lillis-White and fourth-

ranked Lucas Erceg stepped to the plate. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/player/641684/michael-hermosillo
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Erceg hit a 2-2 pitch on the screws into Thaiss' glove. He quickly stepped on the bag and fired to Justus 

at second. The ball was juggled by the shortstop, but Ray had gotten too far off the bag. Justus collected 

the ball and stepped on second to complete the triple play. 

"Matt made a great play on it, and it was a great throw to me too, but it got away from me. I think I got 

little too excited," Justus chuckled. "But I knew there was plenty of time to make the adjustment and 

finish the triple play. To be honest, we were all just kind of laughing at that point. It was fun. 

"I've never turned a triple play before in my life. It's such a cool thing. It's so rare that when it happens, 

it's a great experience." 

Brett Dowdy and Juan Ciriaco completed Mobile's last triple play against Jacksonville on July 30, 2006. 

The Shuckers got on the board when Ray stole home in the first. On the next pitch, Brewers No. 19 

prospect Jake Gatewood blasted a two-run homer to left. 

The BayBears responded with two runs in the bottom of the frame after a throwing error by 

shortstop Jake Hager scored Angels No. 21 prospect Brennon Lund. Two batters later, Justus doubled 

in Hutton Moyer. 

Moyer tied the game for Mobile in the sixth when he crushed a 3-2 pitch over the right-field wall. 

The game remained tied until the 10th when Thaiss stepped to the plate with the bases loaded and 

nobody out. The BayBears' No. 2 hitter lifted an 0-1 pitch deep to left field where it was caught by 

Stokes, but Riley Unroe -- who started the inning on second -- tagged from third and scored the winning 

run. 

Milwaukee's No. 5 prospect Luis Ortiz (1-1) suffered the loss after being tagged for two runs -- one 

earned -- on three hits and three walks over the final 6 1/3 innings. He struck out 10. 

Greg Mahle (2-0) surrendered only a hit and two walks over the final two frames. 

 

                 FROM ESPN.COM       

MLBRank 50-1: Trout is clear No. 1, but who comes next?** 

Who are the best players in Major League Baseball going to be for the 2018 season? 

To determine this, ESPN formed a panel of MLB writers, analysts, contributors and Insiders to rank the 

top 100. We polled almost 40 experts, who voted from a list of just fewer than 300 players. We 

unveiled Nos. 100-51 on Tuesday, and now it's time for the top 50. 
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We've included Dan Szymborski's preseason ZiPS projected WAR for every player. 

No. 1: Mike Trout, CF, Los Angeles Angels 

2017 rank: 1 

ZiPS projected 2018 WAR: 7.9 

Did you know? Trout has 54.2 wins above replacement in his career entering 2018. The only player to 

accumulate more WAR through his age-25 season was Ty Cobb (56.0). Even if Trout ends up with 0.0 

WAR in 2018, he will have the fifth most by any player through his age-26 season, behind Cobb, Mickey 

Mantle, Rogers Hornsby and Alex Rodriguez. -- Michael Bonzagni, ESPN Stats & Information 

**Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

Real or not? Early exit, blister bring Shohei Ohtani back to earth 

By David Schoenfield 

Maybe we needed to slow down. Shohei Ohtani was making the game look a little too easy, and it most 

certainly is not easy. 

In his third major league start, Ohtani scuffled with his fastball, couldn’t throw strikes with his off-speed 

stuff and then left after two innings and 66 pitches because of a blister. Obviously, depending on when 

the blister developed, it might have affected his performance. Keep in mind that Ohtani is adapting to a 

different baseball -- the major league ball is slicker and smoother, while the Japanese ball has higher 

seams. That said, it was a rough outing and a reminder that while we saw peak Ohtani on April 8 against 

the A’s, he’s still a 23-year-old who might not be quite a finished product on the mound. 

Some numbers from Lee Singer of ESPN Stats & Info: 

 Ohtani threw just 10 of his 29 off-speed pitches for strikes (34 percent), down from 68 percent 

in his first two starts. 

 Sixty-two percent of those off-speed pitches were labeled “noncompetitive,” which means they 

were at least 18 inches from the center of the strike zone. That’s a polite way of saying he was 

all over the place. 

 Ohtani induced just three misses out of 27 swings (11 percent), down from a 47 percent swing-

and-miss rate in his first two starts (which led MLB starters). 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani


April 18, 2018  Page 22 of 57 
 

Even if the blister was to blame, it’s worth pointing out that Mookie Betts led off the game with a home 

run, crushing a 3-2 fastball out to left-center. That was a pitch low and in, the same pitch batters had 

done a lot of damage on in spring training. Ohtani obviously throws hard, but the fastball seems pretty 

straight, and that seems to be the one location that right-handed batters will hit him. Or maybe Mookie 

was just locked in: He added two more home runs on the night. 

Of course, the Red Sox also present a different challenge than the Athletics, Ohtani’s opponent in his 

first two starts. The A’s are more of a three-true-outcomes kind of team -- walks, strikeouts and home 

runs -- the kind of lineup you can exploit when things are working. The Red Sox will battle more to put 

the ball in play and maybe do a better job of controlling the strike zone if you’re not throwing strikes. 

Indeed, Ohtani’s 66 pitches were the second-highest in the first two innings of a game this season, with 

the highest count also coming against the Red Sox. 

One takeaway from this game is more of a long-term outlook for the Angels and how Mike Scioscia 

ultimately handles his six-man rotation, a group that is already down JC Ramirez for the season and has 

lost Matt Shoemaker to a current DL stint. Assuming the blister isn’t an issue, wouldn’t it be tempting to 

bring Ohtani back sooner than next Monday or Tuesday, given that he threw just 66 pitches? Same thing 

goes for Garrett Richards if he has a low-pitch game. That’s aside from the temptation to start using the 

Angels' best pitchers more often if the American League West turns into a tight two-team race. 

Ohtani’s poor outing came as we released our annual ranking of MLB’s top players. I was one of the 

voters in the project, and it was almost impossible to rank Ohtani because he had made just two starts 

and was off to a hot start at the plate. He ended up No. 52 on the list, though I had him higher. This start 

was a reminder that the baseball season is a long journey of highs and lows. For Ohtani, I still believe 

there will be a lot more highs than games such as this one. 

P.S. With three three-homer games in his Red Sox career, Betts has tied Ted Williams for most three-

homer games in Red Sox history. The Red Sox are also 14-2. 

Homecoming king: The Twins and Indians are playing a two-game series in Puerto Rico, the first regular-

season games played there since the Marlins and Mets played a series in 2010 and just seven months 

after the island was devastated by Hurricane Maria. 

The pregame festivities included Bernie Williams playing both national anthems on his guitar and Carlos 

Beltran, wearing his Astros World Series ring, throwing out the first pitch. Those moments took a back 

seat to what will be one of the best moments of the season: Francisco Lindor returned home and broke 

a 0-0 tie in the fifth inning with a dramatic and emotional home run: 

That’s Lindor’s mother receiving hugs in the stands, and ESPN’s Marly Rivera caught up with her: 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
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“It’s a dream,” Lindor said after the game. “It was special, something I’ll never take for granted, 

something I’ll never forget.” The Indians tacked on three more home runs in the 6-1 victory, with Corey 

Kluber allowing one run in 6⅔ innings to lower his ERA to 1.52. 

These games are important to Puerto Rico, but any Twins-Indians games are important because these 

head-to-head matchups will go a long way to determining the AL Central, especially given that both 

teams are likely to beat up on the hapless White Sox, Tigers and Royals all season. The Indians 

dominated the series last year, winning 12 of 19 and outscoring the Twins 93 to 56 -- and that was with 

Kluber making just one start against the Twins. Don’t miss Wednesday’s game on ESPN, especially with 

Puerto Rico native Jose Berrios starting for Minnesota. 

Patrick Corbin is pitching like an ace: The Diamondbacks lefty was brilliant in tossing his first complete-

game shutout to outduel Johnny Cueto in a 1-0 victory. The only hit was Brandon Belt’s infield single 

with two outs in the eighth inning. The Diamondbacks had a shift on, and Belt’s check-swing dribbler 

went to where a third baseman normally would be playing, but shortstop Nick Ahmed had too far to 

range, and Belt beat the throw to first. No, don’t blame the Diamondbacks for having the shift on there: 

It was still a 0-0 game, and you’re trying to keep Belt off base; it was just a bad break for Corbin. 

Anyway, Corbin is 3-0 in four starts with a 1.65 ERA, and there’s nothing fluky in the numbers, as he has 

37 strikeouts and five walks in 27⅓ innings. He has had hot stretches before, including a 0.50 ERA over a 

five-start period last August and September, but there are reasons to buy into this start as something 

real. He’s throwing his slider more often; he’s getting more swing-and-misses with it; his overall 

strikeout rate is high (even higher than in that five-start stretch last season). His overall swing-and-miss 

rate has climbed from 25.7 percent last season to 41.4 percent, thanks largely to a 16 percent increase 

in the miss rate on the slider. It seems that he has changed the shape of it, as the zone rate has dropped 

from 41.3 percent to 31 percent. In other words, batters are missing it more because it’s diving out of 

the zone. That has been one of the best pitches in the majors in 2018, and it's a reason Corbin has been 

one of the top starters so far. 

Best throwback jersey night of the season: The A’s are celebrating their 50th anniversary in Oakland, 

and Tuesday’s game against the White Sox featured 1968 throwbacks: 

This was also the “free ticket” night for the A’s, and they drew 46,000 fans -- though the stadium wasn’t 

quite full. Still, it was loud and raucous, 1968 songs played from the sound system, and best of all, the 

A’s scored five runs in the first and rolled to a 10-2 victory as Trevor Cahill tossed seven scoreless 

innings. Star alert: Matt Chapman drew three walks and has 10 walks and 13 strikeouts. His plate 

discipline was his big weakness as a rookie, and so far, so good. 
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Shohei Ohtani leaves with blister after two ineffective innings 

By Alden Gonzalez 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- The sliders sailed high, the splitters were spiked, and the fastballs remained flat. 

The impressive arsenal of pitches that Shohei Ohtani displayed through his first two starts for the Los 

Angeles Angels were nowhere to be found against the Boston Red Sox on Tuesday night, and he was 

removed after two innings with a blister on his right middle finger. 

The two-way Japanese rookie sensation left after 66 pitches. He gave up three runs on four hits -- 

including one of Mookie Betts' three home runs -- in a 10-1 loss at a sold-out Angel Stadium. 

"[The blister] had an effect on the overall command of all his pitches," Angels manager Mike Scioscia 

said. 

"He didn't say anything in warm-ups about it. .... He got through two innings, but we don't want it to get 

any worse. Just make sure you bounce back for his next start, which we anticipate right now." 

The date of Ohtani's next scheduled start has yet to be determined. The blister isn't expected to impact 

his ability to hit, which leaves open the possibility that he will serve as the designated hitter in the series 

finale Thursday. 

"We'll be flexible," Scioscia said when asked specifically if Ohtani would start next Tuesday. "Obviously, 

this is a new wrinkle right now, with the blister coming up, but we'll get into that later in the week. He's 

going to hit a couple times, obviously, before he pitches again. We'll see where everything sets up." 

Ohtani, 23, dealt with blisters on the same finger in Japan and said through his interpreter that they 

typically don't impact his availability. 

"I've fought through it," said Ohtani, who was still able to hit 100 mph on the radar gun with a handful of 

second-inning pitches. "I think it's going to be something similar this time too." 

Ohtani, who surrendered only three runs in his first 13 innings, began the game by giving up a leadoff 

home run to Betts. He also gave up two walks while throwing only 52 percent of his pitches for strikes 

and generating just three swing-and-misses. 

"He didn't have his off-speed pitches, and his fastball wasn't as good as it has been the last two games," 

Angels catcher Martin Maldonado said. "They took advantage of it." 

Ohtani took the mound on eight days' rest because his Sunday start against the Kansas City Royals was 

postponed due to frigid weather. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/bos/boston-red-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/recap?gameId=380417103
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30289/martin-maldonado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/kc/kansas-city-royals
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The blister actually developed during Ohtani's previous start, when he carried a perfect game into the 

seventh inning against the Oakland Athletics. 

"The medical people took a look at it, and they felt like it would be fine for today," Ohtani said through 

his interpreter. "I also felt the same way. I tried to pitch, but with the high intensity of the game, it didn't 

hold up too well." 

Ohtani spiked five pitches in the first inning, one of which bounced about 5 feet in front of home plate 

and resulted in a wild pitch. He began the second inning with two high sliders that backed up Eduardo 

Nunez, then allowed each of the next four batters to reach base, with Brock Holt providing an RBI single 

and Andrew Benintendi adding a sacrifice fly. 

"My splitter, I didn't have good command of that. My fastball, I didn't feel off my fingertips. Same with 

my slider," Ohtani said. 

Ohtani threw just 34 percent of his off-speed pitches for strikes, down from 68 percent in his first two 

starts, according to ESPN Stats & Information research. Sixty-two percent of his off-speed pitches were 

noncompetitive pitches, which means they were more than 18 inches from the center of the strike zone. 

That was a sharp increase from the 26 percent in his first two starts. 

It wasn't until Ohtani exited that Maldonado found out the pitcher had been dealing with a blister. 

"I didn't know [he didn't have his best stuff] right away because sometimes he doesn't have it one 

inning, and the next inning, he'll go out there, and he'll have it," Maldonado said. "Maybe he bounces 

one split-finger [fastball], and the next pitch he throws it filthy. It's hard to tell when he has it or he 

doesn't have it." 

The Ohtani craze continued Tuesday, with an announced crowd of 44,822 -- the team's first sellout on a 

Tuesday in four years. The Angels' public relations department also issued approximately 160 additional 

credentials. 

Ohtani dominated in his first two starts, at one point retiring 27 consecutive hitters in a stretch that 

covered both outings against the A's. Offensively, he carried a .367/.424/.767 slash line, with three 

home runs in 33 plate appearances. 

Scioscia was asked pregame to compare what Ohtani was doing to the hype that surrounded Fernando 

Valenzuela, his former Los Angeles Dodgers teammate, in the 1980s. The manager's assessment: "He 

has the chance to be just as dynamic in his first season." 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/oak/oakland-athletics
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30290/eduardo-nunez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30290/eduardo-nunez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30841/brock-holt
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34986/andrew-benintendi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
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Mike Trout Finally Has Some Help 

By Neil Paine 

For years, the story of the Los Angeles Angels has been one of how far a singular talent — future Hall of 

Fame outfielderMike Trout — could drag a group of otherwise unspectacular players. The answer was 

usually “not much further than 85 wins” — and even fewer in recent seasons. This year’s Angels are 

turning that narrative on its head, however, and it’s not just thanks to the emergence of two-way rookie 

Shohei Ohtani. Going into its game against the Boston Red Sox on Tuesday night, L.A. has begun the 

season as a case study in how successful a team can be when a player of Trout’s skill is finally 

surrounded by a handful of worthy teammates. 

Trout, of course, is just as good as ever. If it seems like we write about his otherworldly 

consistency every season, that’s because every season he somehow finds a way to keep adding to his 

legend. This year, Trout is once again the betting favorite to win the American League’s MVP award, and 

he leads the AL in Baseball-Reference.com’s version of wins above replacement (WAR).1 Once he gets 

that .244 batting average on balls in play straightened out (his career BABIP is .353), this will end up 

looking like a vintage Trout season — which is to say, the kind of year you’d expect to see out of 

the greatest player ever. 

(Yes, here comes the G.O.A.T. talk again: With 146 games remaining this year, Trout needs just 7.6 more 

WAR to catch Ty Cobb as history’s greatest position player through age 26. Over the previous three 

seasons,2 Trout has averaged 7.9 WAR per 146 team games, so he has a good chance to be back in his 

familiar perch before season’s end.) 

The Angels have been spoiled by Trout for so long that it’s easy to take his greatness for granted. That’s 

especially true because he plays a sport in which the best player on the planet can really only improve a 

team’s record by something like seven or eight wins over league average in a 162-game season. LeBron 

James, by contrast, added about 20 wins above average to the Cleveland Cavaliers this season3 in 

roughly half as many games. While elite basketball players can carry mediocre teammates far, baseball’s 

superstars need more help. This year, Trout is finally getting that help. 

Last season, shortstop Andrelton Simmons was the only one of Trout’s teammates to play at a 

substantially above-average clip, according to WAR.4 But this season, Trout has 11 teammates on pace 

for 2.0 or more wins above average and seven on track for at least 3.0: Ohtani, Simmons, Justin Upton, 

Tyler Skaggs, Rene Rivera, Jefry Marte and Zack Cozart. Even the legendary Albert Pujols, who was 

infamously the worst player in baseball last seasonaccording to WAR, has been much better this year, 

tracking for a shade over 2.0 WAR per 162 games. 

The result has been the best team in baseball by WAR in the early going and easily the best performance 

by a set of Trout teammates in any season of his career: 

http://www.espn.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/85736/from-here-to-the-hall-which-active-players-will-wind-up-in-cooperstown
http://www.espn.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/85736/from-here-to-the-hall-which-active-players-will-wind-up-in-cooperstown
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trouts-teammates-dont-deserve-mike-trout/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/ANA/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/ANA/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/shohei-ohtanis-splitter-is-what-makes-him-truly-great/
http://www.espn.com/mlb/game?gameId=380417103
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-is-outrageously-consistent-at-being-outrageously-great/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-is-outrageously-consistent-at-being-outrageously-great/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-somehow-found-a-way-to-get-better/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-somehow-found-a-way-to-get-better/
https://www.gamingtoday.com/race_sports/mlb/article/74508-2018_MLB_MVP_Winner
https://www.baseball-reference.com/leagues/AL/2018-batting-leaders.shtml
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/wins-above-replacement
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-finally-has-some-help/#fn-1
https://www.fangraphs.com/library/offense/babip/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-is-the-mvp-and-still-on-track-for-the-g-o-a-t/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-al-mvp-mlb-josh-donaldson/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-finally-has-some-help/#fn-2
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2017/07/dont-take-mike-trout-for-granted/534960/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml#batting_value::12
https://www.basketball-reference.com/players/j/jamesle01.html#advanced::28
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-finally-has-some-help/#fn-3
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-finally-has-some-help/#fn-4
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/albert-pujols-is-the-worst-player-in-baseball/


April 18, 2018  Page 27 of 57 
 

Some of these early standouts are more likely to stay hot than others. In large part because of 

his outstanding work with the glove, Simmons has been one of the best (and most underrated) 

shortstops in the game for years. Upton5 and Cozart were very good last season as well. Ohtani’s stellar 

raw skills and versatility mean he’ll probably keep contributing throughout his rookie season. And 

Pujols’s hideous 2017 numbers might have been an aberration after all. Other players, such as Skaggs, 

Marte and Rivera, might fall off pace, given their track records. But even if a few of Trout’s teammates 

do come back to earth, this is still looking like the strongest Angels team Trout has had to work with in a 

while. 

Fittingly, no team has tacked more points onto its FiveThirtyEight power rating since preseason than L.A. 

has so far. It’s not like we’re rating the Angels ahead of the defending world champion Astros in the AL 

West or anything yet — Houston is still a solid 53 percent favorite to win the division. But Los Angeles 

should at least pose a fight. And that’s more than the challenger in this division has been able to say in a 

while: Over the past decade, no division has been decided by more games on average than the AL West, 

whose average winner was clear of the runner-up by 9.8 games per season. With Trout playing like, well, 

Trout, and his teammates giving him the support he deserves, the Angels look like a team to be 

reckoned with again. 

 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Betts hits 3 HR, Red Sox oust Angels’ Ohtani early, win 10-1 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Shohei Ohtani developed a blister on the middle finger of his pitching hand nine days 
ago during his second start for the Los Angeles Angels. 

The rookie right-hander thought it had healed enough for him to pitch effectively when he took the 
mound again Tuesday night in front of a sellout crowd eager to see Ohtani's next incredible feat. 

Instead, the blister and the powerful Boston Red Sox were far too much to overcome. 

Mookie Betts led off with the first of his three homers, and the Red Sox chased Ohtani after just two 
innings in a 10-1 victory over the Angels. 

Ohtani (2-1) yielded four hits and three runs on 66 pitches before exiting with a blister on his pitching 
hand. The two-way Japanese sensation couldn't throw his breaking pitches for strikes, and the Red Sox 
jumped on him, starting with Betts' full-count homer on a low, 97 mph fastball. 

"The stuff is there," Betts said of Ohtani. "He's got it all. But our team, we had a good approach tonight. 
He wasn't able to land that splitter for strikes, and we did a good job laying off it and backing him into a 
corner where he probably had to throw a couple of pitches he didn't want to throw." 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2012&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=20,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=ss&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2018&month=0&season1=2013&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mike-trout-finally-has-some-help/#fn-5
https://www.mlb.com/news/angels-shohei-ohtani-proves-worthy-of-hype/c-270826244
https://www.mlb.com/news/angels-shohei-ohtani-proves-worthy-of-hype/c-270826244
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http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
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Ohtani has had intermittent issues with blisters during the past few months, and he had a bandage on 
one of his fingers last week. 

"I felt like it would be fine today, (but) in the high intensity of a game, it didn't hold up too well," Ohtani 
said through a translator. "But I'm not going to be at the top of my game every start. When I don't have 
my best stuff, I still have to fight through the game." 

Ohtani's fastball still hit 99 mph during his first career night start, but the evening began poorly when 
Betts cracked his 12th career leadoff homer. 

Ohtani allowed another single and threw a wild pitch in the first inning. Betts drew the only walk issued 
by Ohtani during the second inning despite mostly dismal control. Boston scored two more runs on 
Holt's RBI single and Andrew Benintendi's sacrifice fly. 

"That wasn't the same split as his last outing," Boston manager Alex Cora said. 

Jackie Bradley Jr., Brock Holt and Betts each homered in the third inning after Ohtani departed, 
and Rafael Devers homered in the fourth. Betts hit his third solo shot in the seventh inning, matching his 
career best while Boston's formidable lineup pounded out 15 hits in its fifth consecutive victory. 

"You've got to ride the wave," Cora said. "We're playing good baseball, but they don't even know how 
many games they're winning. They just prepare and execute." 

David Price (2-1) yielded three hits and four walks over five comfortable innings as the Red Sox 
improved to 14-2, extending the AL's best start since 1987 by winning the opener of a three-game series 
between two clubs off to impressive starts. 

The Angels (13-4) are still off to the best start in franchise history, but their seven-game winning streak 
ended in front of their second-biggest home crowd of the 21st century. The Big A was packed with 
44,822 fans eager to see Ohtani, whose impressive opening month has drawn unprecedented early 
season attention to the Orange County club. 

UPCOMING OHTANI 

The defeat was a reality check on the mania surrounding the 23-year-old Ohtani, who has said he still 
has plenty of work to do on the mound and at the plate. He won his first two starts in impressive fashion 
earlier this month, and he is off to a .367, three-homer start as a designated hitter. 

Ohtani and manager Mike Scioscia both said the blister shouldn't affect his ability to swing the bat. 

Scioscia also said he's optimistic Ohtani can make his next start on the mound. The Angels have given 
Ohtani one week between starts so far, which likely would put his next start on the road against 
defending World Series champion Houston. 

ALBERT EJECTED 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34986/andrew-benintendi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32362/jackie-bradley-jr
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Albert Pujols got his 2,989th career hit with an RBI single in the third inning, but the Angels' designated 
hitter was ejected in the fifth after slamming his bat and helmet into the dirt while protesting a called 
third strike by umpire Vic Carapazza. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Red Sox: Betts was in Boston's lineup for the first time since Saturday, when he injured his foot in a 
home plate collision. He sat out Sunday, and the Red Sox were rained out Monday. 

Angels: RHP Matt Shoemaker said his injured right forearm feels considerably better after some rest, but 
he still hasn't been cleared to throw. He missed several months last season due to a compressed nerve 
in the same forearm, and he hasn't pitched since March 31 this season. 

UP NEXT 

Red Sox: Rick Porcello (3-0, 1.83 ERA) took a no-hitter into the seventh inning of his last start against the 
Yankees. He has won five straight decisions since last September. He also has thrown a complete game 
in each of his last two starts in Anaheim. 

Angels: Tyler Skaggs (2-0, 1.69 ERA) makes the fourth start of his promising season after getting pushed 
back due to the Kansas City weather. The left-hander hasn't yielded more than two runs in a start this 
year. 

 

Angels’ Ohtani gets blister vs. Boston, lasts only 2 innings 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Shohei Ohtani's third start for the Los Angeles Angels lasted only two innings Tuesday 
night after he developed a blister on his pitching hand. 

The Angels pulled the Japanese two-way sensation early after he yielded three runs and four hits while 
struggling with his control against the AL-leading Boston Red Sox. 

One inning after Ohtani left, the Angels announced the right-hander had developed a blister during the 
second inning. 

Ohtani has had intermittent issues with blisters throughout his first few months with the Angels, and he 
had a bandage on one of his fingers last week. 

Ohtani gave up a leadoff homer to Boston's Mookie Betts, and he couldn't throw his formidable 
breaking pitches for consistent strikes in the first night start of his big-league career. The Red Sox added 
two more runs in the second on Brock Holt's RBI single and Andrew Benintendi's sacrifice fly. 

Although his fastball again hit 99 mph and he only walked one batter, Ohtani needed 66 pitches to get 
through two innings. 
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The Angels replaced him for the third with Luke Bard, who promptly gave up five runs on three homers 
to put Los Angeles in an 8-0 hole. 

Ohtani won his first two big-league starts in impressive fashion against Oakland, retiring 27 consecutive 
batters in a combined stretch over the two games. He took a perfect game into the seventh inning 
against the Athletics nine days ago, striking out 12. 

Ohtani's third start initially was slated for Kansas City last Sunday, but the game was postponed because 
of frigid weather. 

Ohtani also is off to a strong start as the Angels' designated hitter, batting .367 with three homers and 
11 RBI. It's unclear how his blister problems will affect his ability to hit. 

 

 

                 FROM USA TODAY       

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani removed from game against Red Sox with blister after 

two innings 

By Bob Nightengale 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Well, Babe Ruth had a few clunkers, too, back a century ago. 

Shohei Ohtani, making his third start of his Major League Baseball career, lasted just two innings against 
the powerful Boston Red Sox. 

He developed a blister problem in the second inning, the Angels announced, ending his night after just 
66 pitches. 

After the game, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said that Ohtani will DH on Thursday and is expected to 
make his next start. 

It was an ugly night at the outset for Ohtani when was greeted rudely when Mookie Betts led off the 
game with a homer to left-center, his first of two homers of the night, and Ohtani never seemed to quite 
recover. 

He looked uncomfortable the entire night, routinely blowing on his hand in the 67-degree temperature 
at game time, trying to get the feel of the ball. He threw just 34 strikes, relying almost solely on his 
fastball. He simply couldn’t throw his devastating split-fingered fastball and slider for strikes. 

The Red Sox, taking advantage of his control problems, laid off his pitches and teed off on his fastball. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/38317/luke-bard
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Ohtani, who had generated a major-league leading 35.2% of swings and misses in his first two starts, 
only generated three swings and misses in his entire outing, and none in his 38-pitch second inning. 

Although Ohtani was able to wiggle out of a huge jam in this second inning when Hanley Ramirez 
grounded out with runners on first and second with the count full, the Angels felt he had enough, and 
brought in reliever Luke Bard, much to the crowd’s disappointment. 

Why, although this was the Angels’ first sellout crowd on a Tuesday night at Angel Stadium since Mike 
Trout’s bobblehead night four years ago, there still were several thousand fans who hadn’t even 
reached their seats while Ohtani still was in the game. 

The Red Sox who teed off Bard and were leading 8-1 after three innings, at least delayed Ohtani’s bid to 
become the first player in history to hit three homers and win three games by the end of April. He’s 
scheduled to pitch again in a week against the Houston Astros in Houston. 

 

Shohei Ohtani’s Angels tenure faces its first real taste of adversity vs. Red Sox 

By Bob Nightengale 

ANAHEIM — It was the biggest party the Los Angeles Angels ever hosted in the month of April. 

They packed the joint Tuesday night, selling out the Big A, with their second-biggest crowd at Angel 
Stadium, 44,822, since the place was renovated 20 years ago, and first Tuesday sellout since they gave 
away Mike Trout bobblehead dolls four years ago. 

The crowd fervently fought through the traffic, waddled through the turnstiles, got to their seats, only to 
stare in disbelief at what they were seeing. 

The man of the hour, the man who they came to celebrate, was already gone. 

Shohei Ohtani had left the building. 

Well, in this case, the playing field. 

Ohtani, the craze of baseball, and now facing its most powerful team in the Boston Red Sox, was gone by 
the time most of the fans even had a chance to order their first hot dog. 

Ohtani lasted just two innings, 66 pitches, and departed with a blister. 

Oh, not one that will prevent him from making his next start, Tuesday, against the defending World 
Series champion Houston Astros. 

It won’t even keep him from returning to the starting lineup Thursday as a DH, Angels manager Mike 
Scioscia says. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/04/17/angels-shohei-ohtani-lasts-only-six-outs-start-against-red-sox/527039002/
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Still, it was enough of a nuisance for Scioscia to pull Ohtani after two innings, after watching him lose his 
complete command, spiking his splitter into the dirt, his slider spinning but never biting, and his fastball 
hanging in the air looking like a piñata. 

This is a guy who produced a major-league leading 35.2% swinging strike percentage, including 26 
swings and misses alone in his last start against the Oakland Athletics. On this night Ohtani watched the 
Red Sox swing and miss just three times. 

Why, of the last 40 pitches he threw, not a single Red Sox batter swung and missed at a pitch. 

By the time the night was over, the Red Sox had a 10-1 laugher, Red Sox leadoff hitter Mookie Betts had 
three homers, Ohtani’s record became flawed, and the bandwagon emptied. 

Ohtani, now 2-1 with a 3.80 ERA after giving up three runs, four hits, two walks and striking out one, still 
might be wearing Cinderella’s glass slipper, but it’s now scuffed and cracked. 

“Obviously, I’m not going to be on top of my game every start,’’ Ohtani said. “Probably more than half of 
my starts. I still have to pitch when I don’t have my best stuff. 

“Every pitcher goes through it.’’ 

It’s just that we wanted to believe that Ohtani would never endure any adversity. Not yet, anyway. We 
fell in love with him, just like Fernando Valenzuela four decades ago with the Los Angeles Dodgers, and 
Mark Fidrych, too. They were not just fabulous pitchers, but showmen. 

Yet, there are going to be bumps along the way, and it will be no different for Ohtani, particularly when 
facing the most explosive lineup in baseball, with the Red Sox (14-2) scoring 75 runs in their last nine 
games alone. 

“His stuff is there,’’ Betts said. “Everything is there. He throws 100, has a good 90-mph splitter, slider, 
curveball. He’s got it all. 

“But our team had a good approach against him today.’’ 

It was Betts who spoiled Ohtani’s night before it got started, slamming a home run into the right-center 
field seats on his 97-mph fastball. Betts battled Ohtani for seven pitches until the homer, laying off his 
off-speed pitches, and forcing him to throw fastballs. 

It was the Red Sox’s mantra all evening, lay off the off-speed pitches, and swing away, early and often, 
on those fastballs. 

“It definitely affected his command of all his pitches,’’ Scioscia said. “He got through two innings, and we 
didn’t want it to get any worse.’’ 

If this was a game late in the season, Ohtani said, he would have pitched through it. He had a blister 
problem off and on throughout his career in Japan, and felt it pop up at the end of his last start. Still, it 
was fine during his two bullpen sessions this week, right up until the first inning. 
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Ohtani nearly threw as many balls (32) as strikes (34), and he failed to get a single batter to swing and 
miss on his lethal splitter. 

“It’s going to be a long season,’’ Ohtani said, “and early in the season like this, I’m going to be very 
cautious. Usually in Japan, I pitch without it fully healing. I’ve fought through it. It’s going to be 
something similar this time, too.’’ 

Certainly, this clunker will slow down the Ohtani hype machine, reminding folks that he’s still just a 23-
year-old kid from Japan, learning a new league, a new culture, and a new country. 

And, unless these clunkers become a routine, he remains baseball’s greatest drawing card as the first 
real two-way player since Babe Ruth, hitting .367 with three homers and 11 RBI. He needs just one more 
victory to become the first player to win three games and hit three homers by the end of April. 

The show goes on beginning Thursday when he’s scheduled to be in the lineup as a DH against the Red 
Sox, and the San Francisco Giants over the weekend in Anaheim, before his next scheduled start 
Tuesday against the defending World Series champions. 

“You watch him,’’ Angels outfielder Justin Upton says, “you can’t wait to see what he does next.’’ 

And on nights like these. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Five reasons why the Angels are off to the best start in franchise history 

By Mike Axisa 

At 13-3, the Los Angeles Angels are off to the best start in franchise history. They come into Tuesday 
having won their past seven games and they own the sport's best run differential at plus-48. The Halos 
have scored 103 runs this season. No other team has scored more than 89. 

The Angels have gotten off to this tremendous start despite dealing with numerous injuries. A groin 
injury has limited Ian Kinsler to only three games, for example. Starter JC Ramirez is done for the season 
with Tommy John surgery and starter Matt Shoemaker is currently sidelined with a nerve issue in his 
forearm, and he may be out long-term. 

This week the Angels will face their biggest test of the young season as the equally red hot Boston Red 
Sox -- the Red Sox are also off to the best start in franchise history at 13-2 -- travel to Anaheim for a 
three-game set. The series opens Tuesday night with a Grade-A pitching matchup: Shohei 
Ohtani vs. David Price. That'll be fun. 

Sixteen games into the season, the Angels have been one of the best teams in baseball, and there's not 
one specific reason for their success. Many things have contributed to their early winning ways. Here are 
five. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/489854/ian-kinsler
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1725476/jc-ramirez
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/with-j-c-ramirez-out-for-the-season-angels-worst-case-rotation-scenario-plays-out-and-here-are-their-next-steps/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/with-j-c-ramirez-out-for-the-season-angels-worst-case-rotation-scenario-plays-out-and-here-are-their-next-steps/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1937337/matt-shoemaker
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BOS/boston-red-sox
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BOS/boston-red-sox
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2901324/shohei-ohtani
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2901324/shohei-ohtani
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1232130/david-price
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Ohtani has been incredible 

Might as well start with the obvious. After that dreadful spring training, Ohtani has been an impact 
player on both sides of the ball this season, providing big hits at the plate and dominant performances 
on the mound. Here are his numbers heading into Tuesday night's series opener with the Red Sox: 

 As a hitter: .367/.424/.767 (236 OPS+) with 3 HR and 11 RBI in eight games and 33 plate 
appearances at DH. 

 As a pitcher: 2.08 ERA (192 ERA+) and 0.46 WHIP with an 18/2 K/BB in two starts and 13 innings. 

The season is still young, so Ohtani's performance as both a hitter and pitcher come in small sample 
sizes. Still though, the combined performance has made Ohtani one of the best and move valuable 
players in the game in the early going. Here is the early 2018 WAR leaderboard: 

1. Mike Trout, Angels: +1.5 
2. Corey Dickerson, Pirates: +1.4 
3. Matt Chapman, Athletics: +1.4 
4. Mitch Haniger, Mariners: +1.1 
5. Jed Lowrie, Athletics: +1.1 
6. Shohei Ohtani, Angels: +1.0 combined (tied with several others) 

Ohtani was an MVP in Japan and he has been an MVP caliber performer 16 games into the 2018 season. 
Will it last all year? I mean, I'd bet against him maintaining an OPS that high and an ERA that low all 
season, but Ohtani has the tools to be a impact player over the long haul. Regardless of whether it lasts, 
Ohtani has been a major factor in the Angels' hot start. 

Trout is still the best player in baseball 

Ho hum, Mike Trout continues to be the best player on the planet. He's atop the 2018 WAR leaderboard 
above, as I'm sure you noticed, and he's hitting .266/.377/.594 (176 wRC+) with an AL leading six home 
runs in the early going. That's after a slow start too. Trout was hitting .184/.279/.421 after nine games. 
He is 10 for 26 (.385) with four homers in his past seven games. 

The scary thing about Trout, who is still only 26, is that he's continually getting better. So far this season 
he is commanding the strike zone better than ever before. Throw him a strike and he'll punish it. Throw 
him something off the plate and he'll take it for a ball. 

Ohtani is the shiny new toy, but make no mistake, the Angels are still Mike Trout's team. He is the 
game's best player, and for the Angels to return to the postseason this year, Trout will have to produce 
like the MVP candidate he's been basically since the day he set foot in the big leagues. 

The offense has been insanely clutch 

The Angels have scored 14 more runs than any other team in baseball, and their 26 home runs lead the 
American League and are tied with the Colorado Rockies for the most in baseball. The Rockies have 
played two more games than the Angels and they call Coors Field their home, so it's not outrageous to 
say the Angels have been the best homer hitting team in baseball so far in 2018. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1739608/mike-trout
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2041486/corey-dickerson
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/PIT/pittsburgh-pirates
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2135256/matt-chapman
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/OAK/oakland-athletics
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2044502/mitch-haniger
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SEA/seattle-mariners
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1098963/jed-lowrie
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/COL/colorado-rockies
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There has been more to this offense than home runs, however. In quote-unquote clutch situations, 
they've been as good as pretty much any team in the sport. Check out the numbers (MLB ranks in 
parentheses): 

 
AVG OBP SLG OPS+ 

Runners in scoring position .307 (5th) .353 (8th) .460 (7th) 121 (8th) 

Men on base .304 (2nd) .355 (8th) .460 (9th) 119 (8th) 

High leverage .293 (5th) .351 (9th) .455 (7th) 128 (7th) 

The Angels have had a runner on third base with less than two outs 31 times this season, and 20 times 
they got that runner home, or 64.5 percent. The league average hovers right around 50 percent each 
year. Combine the best in the league home run production with timely hitting and you've got the recipe 
for leading baseball in home runs. 

It should be noted Ohtani and Trout are not the only players giving the Angels high-end offensive 
production. Justin Upton has been phenomenal. He's hitting .297/.360/.531 (154 OPS+) in the early 
going. He is one of the biggest reasons to believe the 2018 Angels will be better than the 2017 Angels. 
They'll have Upton all season. Andrelton Simmons is hitting .318/.357/.409 (121 OPS+). Zack Cozart (128 
OPS+) and Luis Valbuena (128 OPS+) have been great as well. 

Ohtani and Trout are getting the most attention and understandably so. They're the two biggest stars on 
the team. The Angels are not a two-man show though. They've been getting strong contributions up and 
down the lineup. This has been a deep and relentless lineup in the early going this season. 

They're playing great defense 

Enough about the offense. The Angels have scored the most runs in baseball and they've also allowed 
only 55 runs, the eighth fewest in baseball. Their defense is a big reason why. Some early defensive 
ranks: 

 Defensive efficiency: 0.740 (3rd best in MLB) 
 Defensive runs saved: +7 (4th most in MLB) 

Defensive efficiency is a fancy was of saying the Angels have turned 74.0 percent of batted balls into 
outs, which is excellent. The league average usually sits around 70 percent in any given season. 

Trout and Gold Glover Kole Calhoun roam the outfield, and now that Kinsler is back, the Angels will field 
an extraordinary infield defense with Kinsler, Simmons, and Cozart. That's two Gold Glove caliber 
shortstops -- Cozart has been shuffling between second and third bases in deference to Simmons -- and 
a Gold Glove caliber second baseman. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/593198/justin-upton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1918584/andrelton-simmons
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1669641/zack-cozart
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1225749/luis-valbuena
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1811964/kole-calhoun
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I'm not sure the Angels will continue to score runs like this all season. It is all but certain they are 
actually this good defensively, however. GM Billy Eppler has emphasized defense and the roster is 
loaded with above-average glovemen. 

The new-look bullpen is making leads stand up 

The offense is scoring a ton of runs and the bullpen is protecting those leads. The Angels have lost just 
one game when leading after six innings this season, and manager Mike Scioscia has had to change 
bullpen roles on the fly because 2017 stalwarts Blake Parker and Cam Bedrosian have come out of the 
gate slowly. 

Keynan Middleton (one run in 9 2/3 innings) has stepped in and saved four games in four chances. Blake 
Wood and Jose Alvarez have combined to allow seven hits and six walks in 17 scoreless innings. Noe 
Ramirez has been a revelation, striking out 13 in 7 1/3 innings. Rule 5 Draft pick Luke Bard has pitched 
well (one run in 8 1/3 innings) and veteran Jim Johnson is still getting outs as well. 

In terms of win probability, no bullpen in baseball has helped their team more than Angels' bullpen. 
Check out the early season bullpen numbers: 

 Win Probability Added: +2.19 (best in baseball) 
 Shutdowns: 25 (most in baseball) 
 Meltdowns: 7 (fourth fewest in baseball) 

Win probability essentially tells you how much one individual play (a hit, a strikeout, whatever) helps or 
hurts your chances to win the game based on historical data. Anaheim's bullpen has a +2.19 win 
probability added, well ahead of the second place Mariners (+1.81).  

A shutdown is a relief appearance that improves the team's chances of winning by at least six percent 
while a meltdown is the opposite, a relief appearance that hurts the team's chances of winning by at 
least six percent. Shutdowns are the big relief appearances. Middle of the order in a one-run game, 
inheriting first-and-third with one out, that sort of thing. The Angels have more shutdowns than any 
other team and fewer meltdowns than all but three teams. Scioscia's relief crew has been stellar so far 
in 2018. 

 

Now, we know the Angels are not a true talent .813 winning percentage team because no team is a true 
talent .813 winning percentage team. Sorry, Angels fans, but this 132-win pace won't last. 

That said, this 13-3 record is in the bank. These are wins you can't take away. These are wins that have 
already had a dramatic impact on the team's postseason chances. Look at the massive improvement in 
their postseason odds through 16 games: 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1725475/blake-parker
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1757977/cam-bedrosian
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2444540/keynan-middleton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1725412/blake-wood
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1725412/blake-wood
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1945280/jose-alvarez
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2050706/noe-ramirez
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2050706/noe-ramirez
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2052693/luke-bard
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/580522/jim-johnson
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Playing .500 ball the rest of the season gets the Angels to 86 wins, which will put them in the wild-card 
mix. SportsLine projected the Angels as a true talent .508 winning percentage team coming into the 
season. Playing at a .508 pace the rest of the season gets them to 90 wins. 

I'm not sure I'd bet the farm on the Angels outlasting the Houston Astros to win the AL West. Crazy 
things have happened, but the 'Stros just look so strong, even while losing four of their last five games. 
They're the champs and they're earned the benefit of the doubt until further notice. 

The Angels are definitely a wild-card contender though, and this hot start gives them a nice little leg up 
on the competition. They have stars (Ohtani and Trout), they have lineup depth (Upton, Simmons), they 
have a stellar team defense, and their bullpen has been excellent. The Angels are not an early season 
fluke. They're a good team playing great baseball. 

 

 

                 FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

Shohei Ohtani reminded that it’s not that easy after rough start vs. Red Sox 

By Tim Brown 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – This here, Tuesday night in a full ballpark expecting something like magic, the 

schedule not exactly perfect, the opponent not exactly the Oakland A’s, is what happens instead 

sometimes. This here is a 23-year-old pitching nine days later, against a bunch of grown and decorated 

men, on a night when not a single pitch will behave, when it seems like it won’t ever end. And it’s the 

second inning. 

This is the part where it begins to look a little different. That reminds everyone it’s not that easy, that it 

never is, that 100-mph fastballs carry a long way the other direction too, that 90-mph splitters aren’t so 

devious when they barely clear the grass, that all the homemade signs and new T-shirts and parking 

revenues count little toward pitching precision. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/2018-mlb-playoff-projections-nl-central-al-east-each-send-three-teams-to-playoffs/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/2018-mlb-playoff-projections-nl-central-al-east-each-send-three-teams-to-playoffs/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/HOU/houston-astros
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Los Angeles Angels rookie Shohei Ohtani, the two-way phenomenon from Japan whose 2 ½-week toe-

dip into the big leagues had wrought a 2-0 record and a 2.08 ERA (along with a .367 batting average and 

three home runs), in his third start gave up three runs in two innings, threw a gluttonous 66 pitches, 

forced but three swings-and-misses among them, and in the end left because (at least in part) of 

a blister on the middle finger of his throwing hand. 

This was a young man who, due to a six-man rotation and a weather postponement, hadn’t thrown a 

competitive pitch since two Sundays ago. Also a young man who looked as though he’d given a little too 

much thought to his first big test, that being the Boston Red Sox of Mookie Betts, Hanley Ramirez, J.D. 

Martinez, et al. And, therefore, a young man who spiked his first few splitters, all but stumbled while 

throwing his first curveball, spun a good portion of his sliders waist-high, and so was left with a reliably 

big fastball but with none of the trimmings. 

Also, perhaps, a developing blister, which Ohtani apparently has been prone to, the sort of thing 38 

pitches in a single inning (the second) would seem to inflame. 

The final line over two innings said something about four hits and two walks and three runs, one of 

them on Betts’ home run seven pitches in, those nine days after he was all but unhittable against the 

A’s. This time, the fastballs that had grazed the perimeter of the strike zone, the splitters that for the 

better part of 60 feet had looked so much like strikes, the sliders that had skittered away from the bat 

barrels, well, there was very little grazing or looking like or skittering away. There was a lot of blowing on 

his hand on a warm night, of awaiting catcher Martin Maldonado’s return throw, of searching for a 

repeatable release point. 

After two innings, and with the bullpen already warmed behind him, Ohtani pushed his cap back on his 

head, hiked up his pants, and walked out from under the eyes of nearly 45,000 people — the Angels’ 

largest crowd of the season — to see him and the challenge that was the Red Sox. The Red Sox won, 10-

1. Betts hit three home runs. Those remaining by the third of the home runs were generally Red Sox 

fans, and so the big roll out of the 13-3 Angels and their prized new ace against the 13-2 Red Sox and 

David Price ended with a thud, some unwanted puss and a lot of conversation about the two-way guy’s 

middle finger. 

This here, then, is what a baseball season looks like, one little issue after another, great promise 

followed by whatever-the-heck-that-was followed by another game tomorrow, and a chance to start all 

over. On the schedule established over 16 prior games, Ohtani would take Wednesday night’s game to 

recover, then return Thursday night as the designated hitter. He seemed largely unconcerned with the 

blister, even saying he could have pitched through the ailment and resulting imprecision were the 

season at a more critical juncture. Manager Mike Scioscia said he expected Ohtani would be healthy 

enough to make his next start – presumably next Tuesday in Houston – but there’d be no reason to rush 

to a decision. Ohtani and Scioscia seemed optimistic the blister would not hinder Ohtani’s hitting. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/shohei-ohtani-exits-start-2nd-inning-developing-blister-pitching-hand-040834562.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/curiosity-shohei-ohtani-continues-grow-phenomenal-start-020121171.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/boston-red-sox-los-angeles-angels-380417103/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/boston-red-sox-los-angeles-angels-380417103/


April 18, 2018  Page 39 of 57 
 

Three-and-a-half hours after the public address announcer had blasted, “The starting pitcher, No. 17, 

Sho-HEYYY Oh-TA-nee!” and the crowd had roared, and the first fastball had buzzed home in the mid-

90s, and everyone had settled in for another good look at the young man who will help to turn a 

franchise, there was only the blister. And what happened. And why. And what now. 

“The blister actually developed in my last start,” Ohtani explained. “I felt like it would be fine. … The high 

intensity of this game, it didn’t hold up too well.” 

While the resulting lack of command seemed most obvious on his splitter, Ohtani said, “My fastball, I 

didn’t have good feel off my fingertips.” 

Maybe it’s more of the new baseball, whose stitches are said to run higher in the American game. 

Maybe it’s the wear and tear of the splitter, as Ohtani fought blisters in Japan, as well. And, probably, 

it’s nothing more than the rigors of the early days of a new career, in the early days of a new season, 

and therefore expecting that sometimes it’ll all rub a bit thin. Maybe on the fingers. Maybe on the 

scoreboard. 

“Another lesson,” Ohtani said. “Something I have to learn. … Something I need to get better at for the 

next time.” 

 

Shohei Ohtani exits start in 2nd inning after developing blister on pitching hand 

By Jack Baer 

Shohei Ohtani’s meteoric rise finally hit an obstacle Tuesday, as the Japanese right-hander struggled on 

the mound before leaving after two innings due to a blister on his pitching hand. 

Ohtani entered Tuesday’s game with a 2.08 ERA and 18 strikeouts in two career starts, both against the 

Athletics, but he clearly wasn’t the same against the Red Sox early. The two-way phenom allowed four 

hits and three earned runs in two innings, striking out one and walking two. Ohtani did not come out for 

a third inning, as the Angels announced he had developed a blister on his pitching hand. 

While Ohtani was still bringing his trademark velocity–topping out at 99.8 mph according to Statcast 

numbers from Baseball Savant–his command of his secondary pitches was nowhere near where it was in 

his first two starts. 

Our first clue that it wasn’t quite Ohtani’s night came early, when Mookie Betts took him deep to open 

the game. It got a little better from there, but not much. Ohtani got through the rest of the first inning 

without much trouble, but a rally in the second inning tacked on a couple more runs and served as the 

end of Ohtani’s night. 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/gamefeed?game_pk=529655&type=home_pitchers&chart_view=pitch&chart_type=sbp&inning=&count=&batter_hand=&pitcher_hand=&filter=
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/gamefeed?game_pk=529655&type=home_pitchers&chart_view=pitch&chart_type=sbp&inning=&count=&batter_hand=&pitcher_hand=&filter=
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As opinions continue to fly around Ohtani and just how good he might be, Tuesday’s game will likely not 

be a significant piece of evidence either way. For starters, he is 23 years old. Plenty of 23-years-old 

stumble before reaching their full potential. Additionally, pitchers underperforming in games due to 

blisters is a problem that came to MLB well before Ohtani, whose hand might not even be used to the 

MLB ball after a young lifetime in Japan. 

 

Kobe Bryant helped Mike Trout show the world his humorous side 

By Mike Oz 

We know Mike Trout as many things — perhaps the best baseball player on the planet, a perennial MVP 

candidate, a noted weather aficionado and a dude who loves plane emojis. 

We don’t, however, normally think of him as a funny guy. But maybe that’ll change after people see his 

latest commercial. 

Trout is one of four athletes who star in the latest ad campaign for sports drink BODYARMOR, which 

debut Wednesday on the Internet and will be featured on TNT during the NBA playoffs. James 

Harden, Kristaps Porzingis and Skylar Diggins-Smith star in ads of the same ilk, with the same sense of 

humor. 

“I thought it would be great,” Trout told Yahoo Sports. “To add a lot of humor. The spot I had, I had fun 

with it. To use the stuff we used, was pretty funny and pretty incredible. I had a great time shooting it.” 

Part of that comes from Kobe Bryant, the NBA superstar turned Oscar winner. Kobe owns a stake in 

BODYARMOR and also wrote and co-directed these spots. So does that mean we can thank Kobe for 

getting Mike Trout to show us his humorous side? Kind of. 

“I had a conversation with Kobe about it and the guys from Body Armor,” Trout said. “The stuff behind 

it, behind the scenes. To get the point across. Like I said, it’s different. To bring humor involved. To see 

the activities that I did during the spot. I wouldn’t say I was nervous. I wanted to switch it up a little bit. 

They wanted to switch it up little a bit. And use that humor. It was pretty cool.” 

Here’s where things might surprise you even more: Trout tells us that he’s actually a jokester. 

“The guys in the clubhouse know I’m a jokester,” Trout told Yahoo Sports. “And so do my friends and 

family. Out on the field, I’m funny and I’ve come to play every day smiling. It’s good to let the fans know 

that there’s a humorous side of me. It’s not just all baseball. I like to make people laugh. You can ask any 

of my teammates and friends, I’m a funny guy. “ 

https://sports.yahoo.com/news/dodgers-rich-hill-want-suggestions-preventing-blisters-165415557.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/dodgers-rich-hill-want-suggestions-preventing-blisters-165415557.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/world-series-players-concerns-slick-juiced-baseballs-continue-prior-game-5-012645244.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/world-series-players-concerns-slick-juiced-baseballs-continue-prior-game-5-012645244.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mike-trouts-obsession-bomb-cyclone-hot-water-fiancee-182734683.html
https://twitter.com/MikeTrout/status/985625337462706176
https://drinkbodyarmor.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/nba/players/5464/
https://sports.yahoo.com/wnba/players/5059/
https://sports.yahoo.com/college-football/players/285862/
https://sports.yahoo.com/kobe-bryant-wins-oscar-animated-short-dear-basketball-030437616.html
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Does this mean, Trout is secretly pranking Albert Pujols and Shohei Ohtani in the Angels clubhouse? And 

if so, how great would that be? 

Sounds like something Kobe Bryant needs to make a movie about. 

 

                 FROM THE SPORTING NEWS      

Three takeaways from Shohei Ohtani’s abbreviated start vs. Red Sox 

By Thomas Lott 

Shohei Ohtani didn't have it Tuesday. 

In the rookie's third career start, and first matchup with the first-place Red Sox, the 23-year-old two-way 

player lasted just two innings and allowed three runs while walking two. 

The Angels announced Ohtani was removed after developing a blister on his pitching hand during the 

second inning. 

But things went wrong for Ohtani from the first batter on and that is where the takeaways begin.  

1. Ohtani had a rough go of it from the beginning 

Not only is Red Sox center fielder Mookie Betts one of the most dynamic players in the game, he's also 

one of the toughest to strike out. In an at-bat where Ohtani got Betts to two strikes, the All-Star fought 

off a couple of pitches until he saw one he liked.  

What Betts got was a 97-mph fastball over the middle of the plate that he turned into a no-doubt home 

run to left-center field. 

While Ohtani hasn't been facing stiffs in his two starts this season, he had yet to see anyone like Betts 

and the 25-year-old wanted to make sure the rookie knew that with one swing. 

2. Spring issues return  

While Ohtani was great in his previous two starts, both against the A's, there was always the question 

looming as to whether his performance in spring training was simply something to be ignored. 

But Tuesday's performance looked an awful lot like his two spring starts against the Rockies and the 

Brewers. His slider wasn't breaking, his splitter wasn't there and his fastball had a lot of horizontal 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/6619/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10835/
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movement but very little in the vertical. Spring training may not have been a perfect indication of the 

kind of pitcher Ohtani is, but it can't be ignored now.  

3. Eight days rest 

The rookie has been used to pitching every seventh day in Japan and had nothing to change that in his 

first two MLB starts. 

But Sunday's scheduled start in Kansas City was postponed and Ohtani had to wait two extra days 

before his third start of the season. This could easily have had an effect on his stuff as pitchers develop 

routine and Ohtani's regimen was screwed up. The travel back to Southern California could also have 

been a contributing factor. 

 

Shohei Ohtani injury update: Angels P (blister) hopes to not miss start 

By Bob Hille 

Angels pitcher Shohei Ohtani, who left his start Tuesday after two innings because of a blister on a finger 

of his pitching hand, experienced the problem in Japan and says he usually was able to make his next 

start, the Orange County Register reported. 

Manager Mike Scioscia, likewise, was optimistic that Ohtani wouldn't have to skip a turn in the Angels 

rotation, despite the fact that the blister prevented Ohtani from throwing his split-fingered fastball. 

Weather permitting (no small factor this season), his next start on the mound is projected to be April 24 

against the world champion Astros. 

Ohtani (2-1) surrendered three earned runs on four hits in the Angels' 10-1 loss to the Red Sox. The 

outing ballooned his ERA by a run and half, going from 2.08 to 3.60. 

A stat worth noting (via USA Today): Ohtani, who had generated an MLB-best 35.2 percent of swings 

and misses in his first two starts, generated three swings and misses in his 66-pitch outing Tuesday (4.5 

percent) and none in his 38-pitch second inning. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/JeffFletcherOCR/status/986481245772115968
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/04/17/angels-shohei-ohtani-lasts-only-six-outs-start-against-red-sox/527039002/
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Shohei Ohtani says blister shouldn’t be a problem, despite early exit 

By Joseph D’Hippolito 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The fairy tale is over. Now comes uncomfortable reality. 

In front of a sellout crowd of 44,822 — the largest attendance at Angel Stadium this year and the 

second-largest since its renovation in 1998 — Shohei Othani experienced his most frustrating 

performance of the season Tuesday night. 

In his third start on the mound — and his first since taking a perfect game into the seventh inning 

against the Athletics on April 8 — Ohtani lasted just two innings against the major leagues' winningest 

team, the Red Sox, who staged a 10-1 rout. 

The right-hander began the game by allowing a leadoff home run to Mookie Betts. Fifty-nine pitches 

later, Ohtani left with his first major-league loss — and with a blister on the middle finger of his right 

hand. 

"The blister actually developed in my last start," the 23-year-old Ohtani said through his translator. 

"After I was done with my last start, people took a look at it and felt it would be fine for today. I also felt 

the same way. 

"I tried to pitch today but with the high intensity of the game, it didn't hold up too well. The medical 

staff looked at it after the second inning, and they wanted to play it safe. I wanted to go back out but 

they just told me we should end the night right there." 

Ohtani had problems with blisters while pitching for the Nippon Ham Fighters in Japan's Pacific League. 

Naoyuki Yanagihara, a reporter with Sports Nippon, said that Ohtani did not pitch for six weeks during 

the Pacific League's 2016 season because of blisters. 

"He didn't say anything in warmups about it bothering him," said Angels manager Mike Scioscia, who 

offered no indication when Ohtani would pitch again. "He got through two innings but we didn't want 

him to get any worse, just make sure he can bounce back for his next start. It definitely affected his 

command on some pitches, sure. 

"Obviously, this is a new wrinkle right now, with the blister coming up. We'll read how we get into it 

later in the week. He's going to hit a couple of times, obviously, before he pitches again, so we'll see 

where everything sets up."  

Ohtani expressed confidence in his ability not to let blisters derail his progress. 
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"Since my days with the Fighters, I've always had the blister in the same area," he said. "In Japan, I 

pitched without it fully healing. I was part of the rotation. I didn't skip days or anything. I kind of fought 

through it. I think it's going to be something similar this time around, too. 

"I have a decent idea of how long it's going to take to recover and heal. I'm going to take it day by day, 

talk with the medical staff, and go from there." 

Against the Red Sox, the blister played a pivotal role. Ohtani threw 66 pitches but just 34 strikes in his 

two innings, managed just one strikeout and allowed two walks, three runs and four hits. 

"I didn't have good command of my splitter; I threw it in the dirt a lot," he said. "My fastball, I didn't 

have good feel on my fingertips, the same with the slider. I didn't have a really good feel on the ball." 

Betts, for one, noticed. 

"He wasn't able to find that splitter for strikes," the Sox's right fielder said, "so we did a good job of 

laying off of it, backing him into a corner and making him throw pitches that he probably didn't want to 

in situations he didn't want to." 

With Ohtani's splitter malfunctioning, the Red Sox could disregard it and concentrate on his fastball. 

"That was the main thing," Betts said. "We knew that was one of his bread-and-butter pitches. If you lay 

off that, you may have some success, but he also throws 100 (mph). The stuff's there. Everything's there. 

He's got it all." 

Betts demonstrated his approach as the game's first batter. After falling behind 1-2, he took two 

splitters in the dirt before dinking a 96 mph fastball foul down the third-base line. Then Betts propelled a 

97 mph fastball at his knees over the fence in left-center field for the first of his three home runs. 

Betts began the game ranked second in average, second in runs scored, fourth in on-base percentage 

and fourth in slugging percentage in the American League. In the second inning, far weaker hitters 

magnified Ohtani's problems. 

Jackie Bradley Jr., batting .191, lined a single with one out. Christian Vazquez, batting .214, followed with 

a walk. Brock Holt, batting .167, hit a sinking line drive that brought Bradley home and sent Vazquez to 

second. After Betts walked to load the bases, Andrew Benintendi hit a sacrifice fly to score Vazquez and 

give Boston a 3-0 lead. 

After the game, a reporter asked whether Ohtani felt helpless without command of any of his pitches. 

Ohtani's answer provided insight into his mentality.  

"Obviously, I'm not going to be at the top of my game at every start," he said. "It's probably more than 

half of my starts where I'm not going to be at the top of my game. When I don't have my best stuff, I can 
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fight through the game. Every pitcher goes through it, not just me. That's another thing I need to learn 

to get better at." 

 

                 FROM DEADSPIN       

Curse this Shohei Ohtani blister 

By Laura Wagner 

After Angels pitcher Shohei Ohtani started the season on a tear, hitting .367 with three homers through 
eight games, and posting two dominant starts that featured a five-inning stretch with 65 pitches and 10 
strikeouts, it seemed his only kryptonite would be an eventual regression to numbers resembling 
normalcy. Enter the blister. 

Ohtani was pulled last night after just two miserable innings against the Red Sox with a blister on his 
right middle finger. After the game, Ohtani said the blister affected his grip on basically all of his pitches, 
including his best pitch, the splitter. 

“My splitter, I didnt have good command of it; I threw it in the dirt a lot, my fastball I didn’t good feel at 
my fingertips, off the seam, and same with the slider,” he said through an interpreter. “I didn’t have a 
really good feel on the ball.” 

(Ohtani did say he didn’t think his hitting would be affected.) 

Worryingly, this is not the first time Ohtani has had to deal with a blister on his pitching hand. In 2016, 
when he was still playing in the Japanese professional league, he was kept off the mound for several 
weeks because of a blister.  

Hopefully he doesn’t need as much time to allow this one to heal, but blisters can have notoriously 
unpredictable effects on pitchers. Please don’t let this be a Rich Hill situation; it would be particularly 
cruel for one of the most exciting young players in the history of baseball to be diminished just as we’ve 
gotten introduced to him. 

 

                  FROM SB NATION       

Shohei Ohtani’s blister ruined his third start 

Wednesday’s Say Hey, Baseball sees Ohtani’s start cut short by a finger injury. 

By Marc Normandin 

https://deadspin.com/it-all-feels-possible-for-shohei-ohtani-1825103307
https://deadspin.com/it-all-feels-possible-for-shohei-ohtani-1825103307
https://deadspin.com/shohei-ohtani-got-yanked-after-just-two-innings-1825344731
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/shohei-ohtanis-splitter-is-what-makes-him-truly-great/
https://deadspin.com/rich-hills-blister-problem-isnt-going-away-1794383667
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After Shohei Ohtani’s dominant second start in the majors, his appearances on the mound were set to 
become major events. Yes, yes, it’s just April and all, but the two-way player has all the tools to be a 
star, one MLB audiences can see born (again — Ohtani’s star in Japan is pretty well-established at this 
point and all) in real-time. 

On Tuesday, though, we got a reminder that even budding stars can have problems, as Ohtani gave up a 
leadoff homer to Red Sox right fielder Mookie Betts, and threw 66 pitches over two innings while 
allowing three runs. Just 34 of those pitches were strikes, too, with Ohtani’s secondary offerings thrown 
everywhere but where they needed to go. It turns out there was a likely culprit for Ohtani’s 
disappointing followup to his incredible second start, and it’s a blister. 

Blisters are going to happen to pitchers, and as odd as it seems for something as generally minuscule as 
a blister to derail a pitcher, you have to remember that their hands and their grip are a major 
component of what makes their pitches work. A blister changes the equation, and like so many pitchers 
before him, Ohtani is going to have to wait for it to heal before he’s back to normal. 

Unlike so many pitchers before him, though, Ohtani can still slap on some batting gloves and hit in 
between starts: other pitchers just might have to shut things down until their blisters are under control, 
but Ohtani can still provide value to the Angels regularly even if he’s not on the mound. That’s some 
Plan B Anaheim has going on. 

 Puerto Rico is still rebuilding after Hurricane Maria, so hosting MLB games might seem like an 
odd use of resources. As Whitney McIntosh’s reporting shows, however, the island is welcoming 
this brief normalcywith open arms. 

 Franciso Lindor is from Puerto Rico, and the crowd loved every second of his home run and 
celebration from Tuesday’s game. 

 Including Puerto Rican players in the MLB Draft had repercussions that damaged the depth and 
success of baseball in Puerto Rico. Times are starting to change, though, and part of that change 
is going to come from the success and stardom of Francisco Lindor and Carlos Correa. And, yeah, 
Javier Baez and his tags, too. 

 When Lindor hit that dinger, he was also wearing Puerto Rico-inspired cleats. 
 Former MLB star Bernie Williams performed the national anthem before Cleveland and the 

Twins got started in San Juan. 
 Major League Baseball has a tanking issue that Royals Review believes needs to be addressed. 
 Get ready to argue about (or defend) hot dogs as sandwiches (or not sandwiches) again, thanks 

to Christian Villanueva. 
 Talking Chop wants to give Alex Anthopoulos and the Braves the benefit of the doubt with 

Ronald Acuña, just for a moment. 
 Pinstripe Alley says Sonny Gray isn’t as bad as fans think he is. 
 This likely isn’t an isolated plan, but Alex Speier has an in-depth look at just what the Red Sox 

did to (unsuccessfully) lure Ohtani to them this winter. 

 

 

 

https://www.halosheaven.com/2018/4/17/17250358/ohtani-struggled-early-then-luke-bard-poured-gas-on-the-fire-in-a-painful-angels-loss
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/17/17245620/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-recovery-mlb-baseball-series
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/17/17245620/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-recovery-mlb-baseball-series
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/17/17249992/francisco-lindor-home-run-puerto-rico-indians-no-youre-crying
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/18/17231232/puerto-rico-baseball-carlos-correa-francisco-lindor-javier-baez
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/17/17245354/francisco-lindor-puerto-rico-cleats-indians-twins
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2018/4/17/17249246/bernie-williams-national-anthem-twins-indians-puerto-rico
https://www.royalsreview.com/2018/4/17/17245390/major-league-baseball-has-a-tanking-issue-that-needs-addressing
https://www.gaslampball.com/2018/4/17/17249606/christian-villanueva-padres-rookie-third-baseman-hot-dog-sandwiches
https://www.gaslampball.com/2018/4/17/17249606/christian-villanueva-padres-rookie-third-baseman-hot-dog-sandwiches
https://www.talkingchop.com/2018/4/17/17245858/if-alex-anthopoulos-is-being-cautious-is-he-wrong-ronald-acuna-travis-snider
https://www.talkingchop.com/2018/4/17/17245858/if-alex-anthopoulos-is-being-cautious-is-he-wrong-ronald-acuna-travis-snider
https://www.pinstripealley.com/2018/4/17/17241278/yankees-pitching-sonny-gray-struggles-rotation-starter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2018/04/17/here-how-red-sox-tried-land-shohei-ohtani/5VyTOXiZu2N7v9X9crx98I/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2018/04/17/here-how-red-sox-tried-land-shohei-ohtani/5VyTOXiZu2N7v9X9crx98I/story.html
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                 FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

Can Shohei Ohtani play every day without being ruined? 

By Zachary D. Rymer 

Pretty much everyone's ideal scenario involves Shohei Ohtani putting his extraordinary pitching and 
hitting talents on display more often. 

That includes the man himself. 

Ohtani has appeared in 11 of the Los Angeles Angels' first 17 games of 2018—three times as a starting 
pitcher, seven times as a starting designated hitter and once as a pinch-hitter. And yet, the 23-year-old 
Japanese phenom wants to see more action. 

"It's the beginning of the season, so I think they are being pretty careful with me right now," Ohtani told 
reporters, via a translator, on April 11. "Once the season gets tougher and the schedule gets tougher 
throughout the summer, hopefully I can make them want to play me more. I would like to play more. If 
not, that's what it is. I have to follow what they have to say." 

The reality check that Ohtani got on Tuesday isn't going to help his cause. Beyond getting bossed around 
by the Boston Red Sox in a 10-1 loss, he also had to leave after just two innings because of a blister on 
his right hand. 

Even still, Ohtani owns a 3.60 ERA and 19 strikeouts over 15 innings and a 1.191 OPS and three home 
runs over 33 plate appearances. Those results present a strong case for more playing time. This case is 
further strengthened by the numbers under the hood, such as his elite fastball (97.2 mph) and extreme 
exit velocity (96.0 mph). 

In theory, additional playing time for Ohtani could be a boon to an Angels squad that's already off to a 
13-4 start. The Angels have to hold off the reigning champion Houston Astros and other contenders in a 
tough AL West, so...yeah, why not? 

Now that it's obvious he has the talent to be a two-way star in Major League Baseball, the biggest 
remaining question of the Angels' Ohtani experiment is: How far is too far with his workload? 

In most cases where there's a question regarding what's possible in MLB, relevant answers reside 
somewhere in the past. The American Leagueand National League have been playing side by side for 117 
years. There's an excess of precedent for everything. 

But for this case? Not as much. 

Let's run some quick numbers for what Ohtani is on pace to do as a rookie. The current plan is for him to 
pitch every seven days, which should lead to roughly 25 starts. If he continues to get three DH 
assignments between starts, he'll start roughly 75 games as a hitter. 

http://bleacherreport.com/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23130834/shohei-ohtani-lobbies-los-angeles-angels-more-playing
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23130834/shohei-ohtani-lobbies-los-angeles-angels-more-playing
http://bleacherreport.com/boston-red-sox
https://twitter.com/Angels/status/986448033658187776
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=sta&lg=all&qual=10&type=4&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=4,d
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_search?hfPT=&hfAB=&hfBBT=&hfPR=&hfZ=&stadium=&hfBBL=&hfNewZones=&hfGT=R%7C&hfC=&hfSea=2018%7C&hfSit=&player_type=batter&hfOuts=&opponent=&pitcher_throws=&batter_stands=&hfSA=&game_date_gt=&game_date_lt=&team=&position=&hfRO=&home_road=&hfFlag=&metric_1=&hfInn=&min_pitches=0&min_results=10&group_by=name&sort_col=launch_speed&player_event_sort=h_launch_speed&sort_order=desc&min_abs=0#results
http://bleacherreport.com/houston-astros
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
http://bleacherreport.com/american-league-old
http://bleacherreport.com/national-league-old
https://www.mlb.com/news/ohtani-to-pitch-every-seven-days/c-271009862
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Assume six innings per pitching start and four plate appearances per hitting start and, the current plan 
could result in Ohtani logging as many as 150 innings and 300 plate appearances. 

With the help of Baseball Reference's Play Index and the FanGraphs' Jay Jaffe's history of two-way major 
leaguers, I went looking for players who've hit those marks in a single season. The complete list is: 

 Harry Howell, 1902: 199 IP and 377 PA 
 Doc Crandall, 1914: 196 IP and 348 PA 
 Babe Ruth, 1918: 166.1 and 382 PA 

That's it. Three guys. All of whom did so at least a century ago. 

This isn't that surprising to one obvious extent: 100 years is a fair estimate for how long legitimate two-
way players had been extinct before Ohtani came along. 

But this is also a window into how, even in the age of two-way players, there weren't many who were 
good enough to warrant excessive action. Among those three, only Ruth managed an above average 
ERA+ (122) andan above average OPS+ (192). 

Lower the bars to 100 innings and 200 plate appearances, and only three more seasons join the party: 
Ruth (1919), Jack Coombs (1908) and Doc White (1909). 

And here comes the kicker: Even though they proved they could excel as everyday two-way stars, 
neither Ruth nor Coombs nor Crandall ever replicated their biggest two-way workloads. Ruth came the 
closest, but that 1918 season was effectively the beginning of the end of his pitching career. 

This has some relevance to Ohtani's history in Nippon Professional Baseball. 

He had success as a pitcher and hitter for the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters between 2013 and 2015, 
but it wasn't until 2016 that he became a superstar on both fronts. As a pitcher, he logged a 2.12 ERA 
and 174 strikeouts over 140 innings. As a hitter, he had a 1.004 OPS and 22 homers over 382 plate 
appearances. And that isn't even counting a postseason that ended with the Fighters winning the Japan 
Series. 

But that series also proved to be fateful for Ohtani. That's when he sustained a right ankle injury 
that sidelined him for the World Baseball Classic and sent him under the knife in October 2017. In 
between, his regular-season workload for the Fighters fell to 25.1 innings and 231 plate appearances. 

Of course, a baseball player need not be a two-way star to be beset by the injury bug. Even still, the 
correlation between Ohtani's heaviest workload and most serious injury is not something that the 
Angels can dismiss out of hand. 

Other things they can't dismiss are the UCL damage in Ohtani's right elbow and the reality that the MLB 
season is more of a grind than the NPB season. The differences include more games, more arduous 
travel and no Mondays off. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/play-index/
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/shohei-ohtani-and-beyond-a-history-of-double-duty-players/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/howelha01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cranddo01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/ruthba01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/coombja01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/whitedo01.shtml
https://www.mlb.com/news/shohei-ohtani-will-not-play-in-wbc-2017/c-215122990
https://www.mlb.com/news/shohei-ohtani-will-have-surgery-on-right-ankle/c-258212108
https://sports.yahoo.com/recent-physical-shows-angels-shohei-ohtani-damaged-elbow-ligament-035554341.html
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In light of all of this, it's hard to push back against the Angels' current instinct with Ohtani's playing time. 
As manager Mike Scioscia put it, per ESPN.com: "He always says he's ready. But right now, we're 
definitely going to protect him as much as we can." 

Should the Angels start to struggle and find themselves needing more from Ohtani, Scioscia's tune may 
start to change. 

But that might not be destined to happen. 

Although Ohtani was the big prize of the Angels' offseason, general manager Billy Eppler also re-upped 
Justin Upton and corralled Ian Kinsler, Zack Cozart, Chris Young and Rene Rivera for an offense that 
already had Mike Trout, Andrelton Simmons, Kole Calhoun and Albert Pujols. The team's pitching staff 
got fewer upgrades, but it was well stocked with starting and relieving options to begin with. 

The Angels thus looked like one of the deeper and more talented teams in MLB even before they raced 
out to a hot start. They don't need Ohtani to carry them. They should be fine if he merely helps carry 
them. 

If it's between that and leaning into the risk of losing him and having the whole thing crumble, the 
Angels should know what to do. 

 

Shohei Ohtani exits due to blister on throwing hand; expected to make next 

start 

By Kyle Newport 

Los Angeles Angels star Shohei Ohtani exited early from Tuesday's game against the Boston Red Sox, 
leaving after just two innings. 

The team announced he developed a blister on his hand during the game. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said he expects Ohtani to make his next start, per Bob Nightengale of USA 
Today. Scioscia also said Ohtani will be the designated hitter Thursday against the Red Sox. 

The rookie had struggled before he was pulled, allowing three runs on four hits and two walks, including 
a leadoff home run to Mookie Betts. 

Injuries are never good, but Los Angeles would feel the impact twice if Ohtani were sidelined. Not only 
would the Angels miss the 23-year-old's presence in the rotation, they would also miss his bat. 

Even after his struggles Tuesday, he has a 3.60 ERA and 0.80 WHIP plus 19 strikeouts to just four walks in 
15 innings as a pitcher. He is batting .367/.424/.767 with three home runs and 11 RBI. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23130834/shohei-ohtani-lobbies-los-angeles-angels-more-playing
http://bleacherreport.com/los-angeles-angels
http://bleacherreport.com/boston-red-sox
https://twitter.com/Angels/status/986448033658187776
https://twitter.com/BNightengale/status/986478404076617728
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Mike Trout, Albert Pujols, Justin Upton and Zack Cozart have the bats to keep the offense going without 
Ohtani, but the unit ranks first in batting average and runs scored in part thanks to the phenom. 

The rotation might feel an absence by Ohtani more, as it would have to make do without his stuff every 
sixth day. Angels starting pitchers rank 16th with a 4.08 ERA even with the Japanese star. And JC 
Ramirez and Matt Shoemaker are already on the disabled list. 

Ohtani's versatile skill set made him the offseason's most coveted player. Now, the Angels will hope 
they don't have to find ways to make up for his absence. 

 

                 FROM SPORTS ILLUSTRATED      

Shohei Ohtani Exits Start after Two Innings With Blister on pitching Hand 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Shohei Ohtani’s third start for the Los Angeles Angels lasted only two innings 

Tuesday night after he developed a blister on his pitching hand. 

The Angels pulled the Japanese two-way sensation early after he yielded three runs and four hits while 

struggling with his control against the AL-leading Boston Red Sox. 

One inning after Ohtani left, the Angels announced the right-hander had developed a blister during the 

second inning. 

Ohtani has had intermittent issues with blisters throughout his first few months with the Angels, and he 

had a bandage on one of his fingers last week. 

Ohtani gave up a leadoff homer to Boston’s Mookie Betts, and he couldn’t throw his formidable 

breaking pitches for consistent strikes in the first night start of his big-league career. The Red Sox added 

two more runs in the second on Brock Holt’s RBI single and Andrew Benintendi’s sacrifice fly. 

Although his fastball again hit 99 mph and he only walked one batter, Ohtani needed 66 pitches to get 

through two innings. 

The Angels replaced him for the third with Luke Bard, who promptly gave up five runs on three homers 

to put Los Angeles in an 8-0 hole. 

Ohtani won his first two big-league starts in impressive fashion against Oakland, retiring 27 consecutive 

batters in a combined stretch over the two games. He took a perfect game into the seventh inning 

against the Athletics nine days ago, striking out 12. 

Ohtani’s third start initially was slated for Kansas City last Sunday, but the game was postponed because 

of frigid weather. 

http://bleacherreport.com/albert-pujols
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10835/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/bos
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9552/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10159/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10984/
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Ohtani also is off to a strong start as the Angels’ designated hitter, batting .367 with three homers and 

11 RBIs. It’s unclear how his blister problems will affect his ability to hit. 

 

The Red Sox Almost Signed Shohei Ohtani Out of High School 

By Jenna West 

The Red Sox reportedly came close to being the first major league team to sign Shohei Ohtani out of 

high school. 

Former Red Sox international scouts Jon Deeble and Eddie Romero visited Ohtani at his high school and 

spent two years scouting him, according to Boston's radio station WEEI. 

"I think from what I understand it would've come down to the Red Sox and the Dodgers," said Deeble 

to WEEI. "At that point the Dodgers had a very good relationship with him also through someone who 

was working for them at the time. The Red Sox were definitely one or two to be able to get him, for 

sure." 

The Red Sox scouts got to know the pitcher-hitter's high school coach and parents. Ohtani even gave 

them a private bullpen session. 

Romero watched Ohtani play seven times as an amateur. 

"It's the best pitching report that I've ever done," Romero said. "At the time, he was the best pitching 

prospect I had ever seen. He's got the highest grade I've ever given a pitcher." 

When the Red Sox scouts had permission from MLB to meet with Ohtani in 2012 to make their pitch, 

members of the media were crowded outside of his high school. The scouts presented a video the Red 

Sox made about their vision of Ohtani's career with Boston. An interpreter was present so Ohtani, his 

parents and coach could ask questions. 

"He was the top guy on our list, overall," Romero said. "We were aggressive with him."  

The Dodgers and Rangers also had meetings scheduled with Ohtani. 

The two-way player decided in 2012 not to play in MLB but stay home and play for Nippon Professional 

Baseball, Japan's professional league.  

"The day we heard he was staying was tough," Deeble said. "We did everything we possibly could and 

we were right there to the end." 

http://www.weei.com/articles/column/bradford-shohei-ohtani-almost-signed-red-sox-once-not-when-you-think
http://www.weei.com/articles/column/bradford-shohei-ohtani-almost-signed-red-sox-once-not-when-you-think
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When Ohtani finally decided to come to MLB after playing for five seasons in Japan, he only met with 

seven teams. The Red Sox were not one of them. 

The Angels signed Ohtani in December, using him as both a hitter and starting pitcher. He's batting .367 

with three home runs and 11 RBIs in eight games as a hitter. Ohtani has a 2.08 ERA with 18 strikeouts in 

two games as a pitcher. 

 

It’s Not too Early to Call the Breathtaking Shohei Ohtani a Big League 

Phenomenon 

By Tom Verducci 

If Cooperstown, N.Y., is the unofficial home of baseball mythology, Williamsport, Pa., is the safe house of 

baseball idyll. Here in our mind’s eye we perpetually keep baseball so pure and joyful that no fork in the 

road yet divides pitching and hitting. Here, at the home of the Little League World Series, where the 

talent range is as vast as the early-growth Gullivers to the dandelion-picking rightfielders is the last 

refuge of the original, unspecialized game. 

Therein lies the magic of Shohei Ohtani, 23, the fresh-faced, lithe, two-way sprite of the Los Angeles 

Angels. He has become the biggest sensation in baseball in just his first two weeks in the majors. He did 

so not by pushing the game forward with innovation but by pulling it back to its halcyon roots. 

“It’s amazing,” says his pitching coach, Charles Nagy. “It really is.” 

Major League Baseball today, like law, medicine, music, art and virtually all human pursuits, is the 

vanguard of specialists. Hitters define themselves by carefully honed launch angles while trying to 

defeat intricately aligned defensive shifts behind an ever-expanding coterie of matched-up relievers. It is 

a game overpopulated with Joe Smiths—the appropriately named archetype reliever who throws only 

two pitches, gets paid $7 million to face three or four batters at a time and has batted twice in 

704 career games. 

Piercing this cold, clinical game of specialists like a brilliant shaft of sunlight is Ohtani, the da Vinci of 

ballplayers. Long before expertise narrowed, Leonardo was a painter who also excelled at sculpting, 

architecture, engineering and more. 

In baseball you have to go back 100 years to find such a polymath—to George Herman Ruth, the last 

man to hit home runs between starts on the mound. The Babe was the starting pitcher in 28 games and 

hit 34 home runs from May 6, 1918, to Sept. 1, 1919—a 227-game span with the Red Sox—before 

yielding to the mental and physical grind and pursuing exclusively his first love of hitting. 

https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/12/08/shohei-ohtani-sign-angels
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Ruth’s best two-week run of his two-way play was his last. He completed and won his two starts, while 

hitting .327 with five homers and 17 RBIs in 16 games. What Ohtani did was even more impressive—

unprecedented even—because he did so at the start of his big league career. On the mound he joined 

Karl Spooner (1954), Juan Marichal (1960), J.R. Richard (1971) and Stephen Strasburg (2010) as the only 

pitchers to win their first two starts while striking out a total of 18 or more batters. Ohtani is the only 

one in that group to walk only two hitters. 

Baseball has never seen anybody step into the majors like this. It is not just unprecedented by numbers 

but also by skill. Ohtani’s talents are breathtaking. He has hit the ball harder than all but two major 

leaguers (average exit velocity: 96 mph) and throws it faster than all but Luis Severino and Noah 

Syndergaard (average fastball velocity: 97.1 mph). He also throws a freakish split-finger fastball that is 

unhittable. (Batters are 0-for-19 against it.) That he does so with enthusiasm and humility burnishes the 

Williamsport effect of his old-world, outlier play. 

Asked to identify what has impressed him most, Nagy says, “His enthusiasm. He works hard and when 

he leaves he studies hard. He loves everything about baseball. It’s obvious that he’s doing something 

that he loves. He’s not in awe of anything.” 

In 1920, coincidental to Ruth concentrating on hitting, The Corporation Journal lamented this about U.S. 

employment: “This is an age of specialization ... Even in the professions, law and medicine, the general 

practitioner is to an extent being replaced by the specialist.” In 1968, Syracuse football coach Ben 

Schwartzwalder made headlines by replacing his burly linemen with a “hands team” to guard against an 

onside kick—a “special-special team,” he called it. 

In 1986 the late paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould, a polymath himself, famously said that .400 hitters 

were disappearing because the standard deviation of talent was shrinking as the player pool grew larger 

and more skilled. With more Gullivers and fewer dandelion-pickers, it was becoming harder to stand 

out. 

By all rights and trends, the wonder of Ohtani should not even be possible. Not today. Nobody should 

pitch and hit. And if someone did, the surprise should be as Samuel Johnson considered a dog walking 

on its hind legs: not that it’s done well, but that it’s done at all. And yet Ohtani is among the best in the 

game at both disciplines. 

The ancient Greeks used the word phainein to mean “to appear,” or “to show.” From that root in the 

late 16th century came the Latin word phaenomenon. And from that word, via Japan, appears Ohtani, a 

beautiful apparition unlike anything else we’ve seen. In the light of his talent we find a forgotten piece 

of our 12-year-old selves, believing anything is possible. ± 
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                 FROM THE SCORE       

Scioscia: Angels may allow Ohtani to bat day after pitching 

By Jason Wilson 

The plan of attack for the Los Angeles Angels in their deployment of Shohei Ohtani has been regimented 

in the early going of 2018. They've scheduled his starts on the mound roughly a week apart, and haven't 

slotted him into the lineup as the designated hitter in the days immediately before or after pitching. 

While manager Mike Scioscia says the plan is for Ohtani to continue receiving a maintenance day after 

starting, he hinted that the routine could change. 

"I think flexibility is the key," Scioscia told ESPN's Alden Gonzalez. "There might be some days where he 

might bounce back and hit right after he pitches, so we'll see." 

There's a good reason why the Angels may be rethinking their strategy. Despite only making 33 plate 

appearances, Ohtani's tied for second on the team with 11 RBIs and third with three home runs. He's 

hitting an absurd .367/.424/.767, and has been one of baseball's most dangerous bats. 

And that's not even considering how lights out he's been on the mound. The team has only lost once 

when he's played. 

 

                 FROM REUTERS       

Baseball: Disappointing display fails to dampen Ohtani enthusiasm  

By Jack Tarrant 

TOKYO, Japan (Reuters) - Shohei Ohtani had his least productive night on the mound since the Japanese 

two-way star’s high-profile move to Major League Baseball, but the heavy loss his Los Angeles Angels 

absorbed on Tuesday is unlikely to dampen support at home or across Asia. 

Following the 23-year-old’s stellar start to the season with both bat and ball in a rookie campaign that 

has already seen him compared to Hall of Famer Babe Ruth, backing for Ohtani in his homeland has 

increased with each passing week. 

However, after winning his first two starts, Ohtani’s Midas touch deserted him on Tuesday when he was 

withdrawn after just two hand blister-hampered innings, throwing 34 strikes in 66 pitches as the Boston 

Red Sox romped to a 10-1 victory. 

https://www.thescore.com/mlb/teams/11
https://www.thescore.com/mlb/players/9519
https://www.thescore.com/news/1521942
https://twitter.com/Alden_Gonzalez/status/986410721700331520
https://www.thescore.com/news/1523477
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Despite this performance, Major League Baseball believe they have found the next Asian star to help 

spread the popularity of their brand across the continent. 

“(Television) Ratings right now are triple what they were last year across all of our games, so clearly this 

story is resonating with fans throughout Japan and really throughout Asia,” MLB Vice President for Asia 

Jim Small told Reuters. 

Small watched the game alongside 30-40 fans at a baseball-themed bar located in the shadow of the 

iconic Tokyo Dome stadium, where the group gathered hoping to see a player who has also hit three 

home runs continue his dream start. 

“We have seen increases in social media, ratings in China, in Chinese Taipei and in Korea,” Small added. 

“I think Asia has rallied behind Shohei Ohtani.” 

There was plenty of Angels and Ohtani-related gear available at a shop adjacent to the bar, where sales 

staff stressed how hard it had been to ensure the shelves were stocked enough to keep up with 

demand. 

Small added that official merchandise sales for the first month of the MLB season would not be available 

for a couple of weeks. 

The unique aspect of Ohtani compared to other Japanese exports is his ability to both pitch and bat to a 

high standard, meaning he has the potential to become a once-in-a-lifetime talent. 

“Clearly the excitement that exists in Japan right now for Shohei is really amazing,” Small said. 

“It is the first time that someone has really changed the game, pitching and hitting at the same time is 

very unique, very special so people are excited about that.” 

Small added he could not promise that the Angels would be able to play in Tokyo for a couple of years, 

but that Ohtani may return to his homeland later this year to pitch for an MLB All-Star team in 

exhibitions against the Japanese national side. 

 

                 FROM KYODO NEWS       

Baseball: Angels’ Shohei Ohtani hammered, leaves with blister  

Shohei Ohtani lasted just two innings after he developed a blister on his pitching hand Tuesday and was 

tagged with his first major league loss as the Boston Red Sox trounced the Los Angeles Angels 10-1. 
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Ohtani (2-1), pitching in his third game since moving to the majors, gave up a homer to the first of 12 

batters he faced at Angel Stadium and never recovered, allowing three runs on four hits and two walks 

before being pulled. 

"My forkballs were not coming out of my hand smoothly, my fastball grip was not good, and a lot of 

sliders got away from me," Ohtani said. "I failed to meet my responsibility as the starting pitcher." 

Leadoff man Mookie Betts got the jump on Ohtani, opening the game with the first of his three homers. 

Betts fell behind 1-2 but worked the count full as Ohtani displayed the lack of control that would haunt 

his start. Betts fouled off a 3-2 fastball outside the zone and then went down to get a low fastball and 

launched it over the wall in left field. 

After a groundout and a single, Ohtani notched his only strikeout of the game on a check-swing strike on 

a 3-2 pitch out of the zone. He escaped more danger with a foul fly for the third out, but the Red Sox 

punished him further in the second. 

Unable to reliably throw any of his pitches for strikes other than his fastball, Ohtani allowed a one-out 

single and a walk. With Ohtani rearing back and firing at close to 100 miles per hour (160.2 kilometers 

per hour), Brock Holt miss-hit a 2-1 fastball and looped it into left for an RBI single. Betts fell behind 0-2 

before drawing a nine-pitch walk that set up Andrew Benintendi's sacrifice fly. 

Luke Bard relieved Ohtani in the third but the Angels' woes deepened as the Red Sox blasted four 

homers and six runs against the righty in 1-2/3 inning. 

Albert Pujols, the Angels DH when Ohtani is out of the batting order, hit an RBI single in the bottom of 

the third for the Angels' sole run, but it was Betts who stole the show, his return to the leadoff spot 

marked by his third three-homer game of his career. 

Boston lefty David Price (2-1) struck out six and allowed one run and four hits in five innings for the Red 

Sox, who lead the American League East. 

In other AL games, Japanese right-hander Masahiro Tanaka gave up seven runs in five innings and 

suffered his second loss of the season in the New York Yankees' 9-1 defeat to the Miami Marlins. 

After winning two of his first three starts this season, Tanaka (2-2) allowed the Marlins to score three 

runs in the opening inning at Yankee Stadium after getting himself in a no-out, bases-loaded jam. 

The visitors made it 4-0 on a Derek Dietrich RBI single in the second, and though Tanaka managed to 

hold them scoreless in the third and fourth innings, he surrendered a three-run homer to Marlins 

catcher J.T. Realmuto with two outs in the fifth. 
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"I should have persevered even when I had runners on base but I couldn't and that was the biggest 

reason for the loss. None of my pitches were good," said Tanaka, who yielded eight hits with five 

strikeouts and two walks in an 83-pitch outing. 

Tanaka, who was booed off the mound, has given up at least one homer in each of his four starts. 

The Yankees avoided a shutout when Miguel Andujar homered in the ninth but it proved too little, too 

late. 

In his second major league start, Jarlin Garcia (1-0) outdueled Tanaka and held the Yankees to just one 

hit -- a double to Andujar -- in five innings of work. The 25-year-old Dominican pitched six hitless innings 

in his first start last week. 

Seattle veteran Ichiro Suzuki went 1-for-3 with a single in the Mariners' 4-1 loss to the Houston Astros at 

Safeco Field. 

 


