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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants drop second straight to Rockies as offense sinks 

Henry Schulman 

 

If the California Legislature fast-tracks a bill to legalize sports gambling after this week’s U.S. 

Supreme Court go-ahead, the first sure bet might be the Giants ending Mac Williamson’s 

minor-league rehab assignment a lot sooner than the seven to 10 days that manager Bruce 

Bochy guesstimated. 

•  

The Giants’ offense, which has slowed considerably in recent days, can use another shot of Mac 

like the one he supplied before his concussion. 

Williamson homered in his first rehab game with Triple-A Sacramento on Friday night, and the 

Giants were shut down in a 6-1 loss to the Rockies in which Ian Desmond, by one measure the 

National League’s worst hitter, drove in the first four runs. 

Desmond entered the game with the lowest park-adjusted OPS of all 80 qualifying hitters, 

which rose with a three-run homer off Derek Holland in the fourth inning and a two-out RBI 

double in the sixth. 
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That’s the bitter part for the Giants. Nolan Arenado is not beating them. The struggling Rockies 

behind him are. 

“Yesterday the first three runs were knocked in by the back end of their lineup, including the 

pitcher,” Bochy said. “This was a tough one to lose, too. (Desmond) is a good hitter whose 

numbers aren’t what they’re going to be, just like I’ve said with our guys. You make mistakes 

and he’s going to take advantage of them. That’s what he did tonight.” 

Holland completed six innings. 

Charlie Blackmon hit his two-run homer in the ninth off Jose Valdez. 

The Giants had no counterargument against left-hander Kyle Freeland, who spotted them a 

Gorkys Hernandez homer to start the first inning then pitched shutout ball the rest of his 62/3. 

Hernandez also homered for the first run of Holland’s 5-0 victory in Pittsburgh on Sunday. They 

might become a package deal. 

Evan Longoria and Brandon Crawford chased Freeland with singles in the seventh, but pinch-

hitter Brandon Belt looked at another third strike on a 3-2 pitch from reliever Bryan Shaw to 

end the inning. 

Belt had no argument on that pitch, a nasty, 97 mph cutter that started off the plate and bled 

onto the outside corner. Belt walked back to the dugout without a word. 

The Giants had five hits off Freeland and none against Shaw or Mike Dunn, who pitched the 

ninth. 

 “We just have some guys who aren’t quite locked in right now,” Bochy said after his hitters 

pounded the ball into the ground all night. In fact, they did not have a flyball out until right 

fielder Noel Cuevas squeezed Nick Hundley’s flyball to end the game. 

Freeland had a good scam going. He would bust right-handed hitters inside and they would roll 
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over on balls and hit them to Arenado, who played everyone on the third-base line. 

Longoria and Andrew McCutchen each hit into double plays, McCutchen to end the third inning 

after Holland singled for his first hit of the year. 

Holland ran the bases without a jacket on a 56-degree night but did not use stiffness as an 

excuse for the fastball he left over the plate to Desmond after he walked Arenado and 

surrendered a Trevor Story single to start the next inning. 

“These guys are professional hitters,” Holland said. “I’ve got to do a better job with location on 

that pitch right there.” 

Desmond came into the game hitting .167 in the second season of a five-year, $70 million 

contract. For one night, anyway, he silenced cries of, “What are we going to do with this guy?” 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants pregame: Want automated upms? Be poatient 

Henry Schulman 

 

The instant an umpire blows a ball or strike call, which the Giants feel has happened twice in 

critical situations over the past two games, the cries for automated umpiring grow louder. 

Fans will have to be patient. 

•  

This is not going to be an old-fogey screed against technology. To the contrary, it says here that 

automated ball-strike calls are inevitable and will be good for the game. But the technology is 

not ready, no matter how many times they try it in indy-ball games and folks say it is. 

How do we know it's not ready? Because a commissioner who seems bent on radically changing 

the game says it's not. 
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If the old car salesman Bud Selig rebelled against automated strike zones, skepticism would be 

warranted. But here is Rob Manfred. He already has expanded instant replay and instituted a 

mound-visit limit. Minor-league games are being won and lost in extra innings when a runner is 

placed on second base to start the inning. 

If Manfred had his way pitchers would be adhering to a pitch clock by now. That will happen 

next year. Manfred is not afraid of shaking up the status quo. 

Automated ball-strike calls would be extremely radical, the most significant change in the way 

the game is played since the mounds were lowered to 10" after the Year of the Pitcher in 1968. 

Before the automated strike zone occurs - and it will - Manfred needs to be able to argue 

incontrovertibly to 30 owners and two unions (players, umpires) that he can vouch that the 

technology is strong enough to warrant such a change. 

This is not tennis, where lasers have settled in-out calls for a long time now. Those lines are 

stationary. A strike zone is not. It is three-dimensional and can change not only from batter to 

batter, but pitch to pitch depending on the hitter's stance. 

Variances in stadium rocking and wind speed need to be considered, and if you think that's silly, 

it's not. The league already uses technology to factor those into the pitch f/x system they use to 

judge umpires. The pitch f/x you see online and in those boxes that appear on your TV screen 

are not completely accurate. 

There's a good argument that even if automated strike zones were not perfect, the margin of 

error would be a lot smaller than the human margin of error. That could be true, but again, 

Manfred must be able to answer to present answers to every single question about the 

technology with 100 percent conviction. 

Here's a question: How will balls and strikes be conveyed to umpires and players? An earpiece 

for the umpires? Makes sense. But what about potential lag time. Even a split second can affect 

decisions on the field. 
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None of these issues is insurmountable. They will be solved. It will take time. Meanwhile, 

Padewans, you can deal with the ball-strike process that has lasted for 150 years. The world will 

not end. 

Mac on rehab: The Triple-A River Cats announced that Mac Williamson has been added to their 

roster to begin his rehab assignment. If all goes well he should be in a Giants uniform again 

sometime next week when the team is in Houston or Chicago. 

The River Cats also reported that Chris Shaw has gone on the disabled list. He has a groin injury. 

Friday's game: The Giants could use another strong performance from Derek Holland in Game 2 

of their series against the Rockies, following Colorado's 5-3, 12-inning win Thursday. 

Brandon Belt is out, as manager Bruce Bochy suggested late Thursday night. It’s planned. He’s 

had a barking knee the Giants want to rest. 

One thing could work in the Giants' favor. While no Giants reliever besides Pierce Johnson 

pitched more than an inning Friday, the Rockies used unhittable right-hander Adam Ottavino 

and lefty Jake McGee for two innings apiece. That could impact how much they can throw 

Friday. 

Holland is coming off 6 1/3 shutout innings in Pittsburgh in a 5-0 victory Sunday that ended the 

Giants' six-game losing streak. 

Giants hitters will face a left-handed starter for the first time in 15 games. Kyle Freeland. The 

Giants saw him four times in his rookie season last. The first two times he held them to a 

combined one run in 13 innings, including seven shutout innings at Coors Field. They got him 

over the next two games for seven runs in 9 1/3. 

Andrew McCutchen is hoping for better things. He struck out his first four times up Thursday 

night then lined into a hard out. He has not had a five-strikeout game in the majors. 

The lineup: 

Hernandez LF 
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McCutchen RF 

Posey 1B 

Longoria 3B 

Hundley C 

Crawford SS 

Jackson CF 

Tomlinson 2B 

Holland P 

 

 

MLB.com 

Giants struggle offensively in loss to Rockies 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Having seemingly lapsed into another of their periodic offensive slumbers, 

the Giants went down quietly Friday night against the Colorado Rockies, 6-1, at AT&T Park. 

The Giants again fell short of the four-run offensive threshold that traditionally has defined the 

difference between victory and defeat for them. They're 20-4 when they score at least four 

runs. Not surprisingly, they're 2-20 when they tally three or fewer runs. 

View Full Game Coverage 

San Francisco kept the score close until the ninth inning, when Charlie Blackmon yanked a two-

run homer off reliever Jose Valdez. 

Gorkys Hernandez opened the game in promising fashion for the Giants by lashing his second 

career leadoff homer. 

"You're feeling pretty good about how it's going to go, and their guy [starter Kyle Freeland] 
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settled down and kept us off balance," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. 

In fact, San Francisco mustered four hits afterward against Freeland and two relievers. 

San Francisco looked out of synch offensively in its third consecutive defeat. 

"We have some guys who aren't quite locked in right now," Bochy said. 

That group would include Andrew McCutchen, who's 0-for-9 with six strikeouts in his last two 

games; Gregor Blanco, who has struck out 23 times in his last 16 games; Buster Posey, who has 

accumulated 101 at-bats without homering; and Kelby Tomlinson, who's 2-for-his-last-14 

against left-handed pitching. 

The Giants' fluctuating productivity with runners in scoring position wasn't an issue, mainly 

because they rarely generated such opportunities. They had only four at-bats in that situation. 

Giants starter Derek Holland silenced the Rockies until Ian Desmond, who entered the game 

batting .167, bashed a three-run homer. Desmond drove in another run in the sixth with a 

ground-rule double. 

Desmond happens to own a lifetime .344 batting average at AT&T Park, trailing only 

teammate DJ LeMahieu among active players with at least 85 at-bats. 

"I made a mistake," said Holland, who dangled a fastball over the plate on Desmond's homer. 

"You can't do those kinds of things on this level and Desmond capitalized on two of them." 

Holland also criticized himself for the leadoff walk he issued to Nolan Arenado that helped set 

up Desmond's long ball. 

An encouraging development for the Giants was Reyes Moronta's two-inning appearance. 

Despite a four-game layoff, the rookie right-hander looked sharp while yielding one hit, walking 

one and striking out two. 

There was also Holland's third-inning single, a memorable achievement for a pitcher who bears 

the unusual trait of switch-hitting. 

"That's cool," Holland said wistfully, "but it's more important that we lost the game." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Hopes dashed: Trailing, 4-1, the Giants mounted the semblance of a rally in the seventh inning 

when they had two runners aboard with two out. With right-hander Bryan Shaw entering the 
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game for Colorado, Bochy wanted a pinch-hitter for right-handed-swinging Austin Jackson and 

summoned Brandon Belt, who didn't start at first base due to a sore knee. The presence of 

Belt, who had homered in each of his four previous games, excited the AT&T Park crowd. The 

fans' enthusiasm subsided when Belt took a called third strike. 

HE SAID IT 

"Guys aren't swinging like they normally do." -- Bochy, on the Giants' offense in general 

UP NEXT 

The Giants have quickly gained confidence in Chris Stratton, who's scheduled to start 

Saturday's 1:05 p.m. PT rematch against Colorado. San Francisco has emerged victorious in six 

of his nine starts this season. However, Stratton has been vulnerable lately, recording a 9.53 

ERA and a .351 opponents' batting average in his previous four outings. The Rockies counter 

with Jon Gray.  

 

 

MLB.com 

Torre speaks to Belt about tension with umps 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- After seeing the Giants endure a couple of contentious days with umpiring 

crews, Joe Torre chatted with Brandon Belt to help the first baseman adjust his attitude. 

Wednesday's game against Cincinnati ended with Belt taking a called third strike, then griping 

about umpire Doug Eddings' decision to reporters. Thursday, Brandon Crawford was ejected 

for, as he said, dropping his bat on the ground after believing he had walked. He actually had 

taken strike three. 

View Full Game Coverage 

Crawford jokingly said later, "It's all Belt's fault." 

All kidding aside, Torre, whose responsibilities as chief baseball officer include disciplining 

uniformed personnel, was spurred to speak to Belt. It was not known whether Belt was fined by 

Torre, who manager Bruce Bochy said initiated the phone call. 

Bochy, who was ejected along with Crawford, urged for calm to prevail. Umpires, Bochy said, 

are "going to make some mistakes, just like we're going to make some." 

• Outfielder Mac Williamson (concussion) began his Minor League injury rehabilitation stint 
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with Triple-A Sacramento. Bochy said as a "rough estimate" that Williamson could need a week 

to 10 days to play himself back into shape. 

• Bochy estimated that second baseman Joe Panik (sprained left thumb) could begin his rehab 

assignment by the end of the month, which coincides with the conclusion of San Francisco's 

May 28-30 visit to Colorado. 

 

 

 

NBCbayareasports.com 

As Giants go down quietly, Mac Williamson gets rehab assignment off to rocking start 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — The Colorado Rockies had three outfielders Friday night, as teams do. Those 

guys did not catch a single fly ball until the 27th out. The Giants, as you can tell, had quite the 

boring night offensively, but that doesn’t mean the organization didn’t provide intrigue. You 

just had to go down to Triple-A to find it.  

Mac Williamson started a rehab assignment with the River Cats and homered the first night 

back. Before the game, manager Bruce Bochy said the team did not plan on adding Williamson 

or any other hitters for a two-game set in Houston next week. Perhaps Friday’s showing in the 

big leagues, and Williamson’s proof that his swing remains lethal, will change some minds. You 

would think the Giants would want him taking aim at the short porch at Minute Maid Park.  

At some point, the team that spent the offseason preaching improved outfield defense will also 

have to come to terms with the situation in center. The 6-1 loss did not swing on any one play, 

but it stood out a bit when Austin Jackson could not chase down an RBI double with the Giants 

down a pair. Ian Desmond’s knock to left-center had a hit probability of just 45 percent but 

Jackson came up seven feet short, per Statcast. He has been worth negative-8 defensive runs 

saved through a quarter of the season, and if he keeps that up for a full year, he’ll surpass 

Denard Span’s negative-27 from a year ago. 

So again, we go down to the minors, for this catch from Steven Duggar. The Giants wanted 

their center fielder of the future to force his way up here, but Duggar has slumped to an OPS 

under .700. He won't get the call until he finds his swing. In the meantime, an easier fix may be 

to move Gorkys Hernandez — who hit his third homer to provide the only offense — to center, 

with Gregor Blanco, and install Williamson back in left on a full-time basis.  

Bochy usually doesn’t hint at moves publicly, but team officials discuss the roster on a daily 
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basis. Perhaps this series with the Rockies will inspire change before a tough three-city trip. The 

first two nights have not gone well for a lineup that can go into a slump at a moment’s notice.  

“We just couldn’t get much going,” Bochy said. “It started out great with the homer. You’re 

feeling good about how it’s going to go. Their guy settled down and kept us off balance.” 

 

 

 

NBCbayareasports.com 

Giants drop third straight at home, lose again to Rockies 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — According to wRC+, which accounts for park effects, Ian Desmond entered 

the night as the worst hitter in the National League. The Giants unfortunately woke up the old 

version of Ian Desmond.  

Colorado’s first baseman smoked a three-run homer in the fourth and an RBI double two 

innings later and the Rockies rolled to a 6-1 win at AT&T Park. They have taken two straight in 

the first series of the season between the two teams closest to the division-leading 

Diamondbacks. Here's what else you might want to know...  

—- Gorkys Hernandez gave Derek Holland an early lead with a 433-foot bomb to left-center 

while leading off the bottom of the first. Hernandez has three homers this season after hitting 

none all of last season, when he dealt with a hamate issue.  

—- Desmond’s RBI double looked like it would hang up, but Austin Jackson came up seven feet 

short of making a catch. It remains odd that the Giants do not play Jackson in left field, with 

Hernandez and Gregor Blanco — superior defenders — splitting the time in center until Steven 

Duggar is deemed ready. The Giants signed Jackson because Denard Span was worth negative-

27 defensive runs saved last season. Through a quarter of the year, Jackson is at negative-8.  

—- Holland threw 26 pitches in a 1-2-3 first inning because Charlie Blackmon and Chris Iannetta 

fouled off 12 of his first 20. Still, he made it through six, allowing four earned on six hits and a 

walk. He struck out three.  

—- With two on and two outs in the seventh, Brandon Belt pinch-hit for Austin Jackson. He 

struck out when Bryan Shaw froze him with a 97 mph cutter on a 3-2 count. It was an absurd 

pitch. Sometimes you tip your cap.  
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NBCbayareasports.com 

Mac Williamson begins rehab assignment as roster dilemma looms 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — Even with two off days next week, the Giants do not plan to add a position 

player and go back to a 12-man pitching staff. Having a DH in Houston will allow Bruce Bochy to 

get away from double-switching for a pair of games.  

But after that it’s back to the National League, and it could get awkward for the team’s 

decision-makers. Mac Williamson started a rehab assignment Friday night with Triple-A 

Sacramento, and Hunter Pence is already there, working to learn a new swing that he learned 

from Williamson’s offseason instructor.  

Williamson will get at least a week to try and return to the swing that made him a force in the 

minors and the big league team’s most dangerous hitter for a bit before a concussion. That 

could put him on a somewhat similar timetable to Pence, who has 14 days remaining on his 

rehab assignment.  

It’s hard to see the Giants having both on their roster given the current configuration. So do 

they cut one of the current four big league outfielders? There has been no indication that a 

move is anywhere close. Do they give Pence a shot despite the fact that Williamson has been 

better this season, or do they turn to Williamson and cut ties with Pence? 

Sometimes these decisions make themselves. But barring another injury, the Giants will have to 

make a choice pretty soon.  

—- Joe Panik is doing so well that he could start a rehab assignment when the Giants go to 

Coors Field at the end of this month. Alen Hanson is also doing well, and could be ready when 

his 10 days on the DL are up. If you’re Kelby Tomlinson, this would be a good time to get hot.  

—- Down in Triple-A, Chris Shaw was put on the DL with a left groin strain.  

—- Brandon Belt is off Friday night because he banged his knee up sliding into second base the 

other day. It’s not considered serious. Elsewhere in Belt news, he received a call from MLB’s Joe 

Torre regarding his comments the other day. No word on whether Torre admitted the umpires 

keep making bad calls.  

 

 

The Athletic 

Giants lose arms race to Rockies, and they face outfield decisions soon 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

Giants left-hander Derek Holland stood on first base, the proud owner of the first right-handed 

hit of his major league career, and made the slashing sign across his neck. 
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It was 53 degrees at first pitch. No thank you. Really, forget it. No, no, no, no. Really. He didn’t 

want or need a jacket. 

“The adrenaline is flowing,” Holland said. “I was pretty hot to begin with. To be honest, it 

wasn’t that cold.” 

It was in the home bat rack Friday night. 

Gorkys Hernández led off with a home run but the remainder of the evening amounted to a 

series of ground balls and strikeouts, every inning a swing of the watch chain to the somnolent 

conclusion of a 6-1 loss to the Colorado Rockies. 

There have been many times when the Giants would seek to perk up their bats against the 

Rockies pitching staff, which often arrived stretched for innings and with a corpulent earned-

run average from the ravages of trying to get through game after game at altitude. 

Most teams try to build a rotation. The Rockies sought to avoid desperation. Remember when 

Jim Tracy tried a four-man starting staff with 70-pitch limits for starters? Remember when they 

paid a mile-high surcharge to sign Mike Hampton, who proceeded to credit the Denver-area 

school system for choosing to sign with them? 

Did you remember that Jonathan Sánchez pitched for the Rockies? Or Andy Ashby? Or Roy 

Oswalt, Livan Hernández or Shawn Estes? Or Bret Saberhagen? (None of whom posted an ERA 

under 5.50, by the way.) 

In a quarter-century of existence as a major league franchise, the Rockies have had exactly 

three pitchers make at least 30 starts in a Colorado uniform and post an ERA under 4.00. 

Ubaldo Jiménez was one. Jhoulys Chacin was another. 

The third is Kyle Freeland, who faced the Giants on Friday night and did what command lefties 

do. He spotted enough fastballs and threw enough changeups to get the Giants to pound outs 

into the grass. Even in this launch-obsessed era, that plan can work when a pitcher executes it. 

The Giants made 15 outs on the ground, struck out nine times and made just three outs in the 

air, none of which were well struck: a foul pop to the catcher, a foul pop to the first baseman 

and a fly out in which the right fielder had to call off the second baseman. 

The latter of those, from Nick Hundley, was the final out of the night. Prior to that, the Giants 

were on the verge of their first game in more than three years in which an opposing outfield 

tallied no putouts or assists. 

The Giants have played two games against the Rockies. There will be 17 more. It’s already 

abundantly clear: It took them a quarter-century, but they figured it out. 

Happy learned how to putt! The Rockies learned how to pitch! 
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At least, as Bruce Bochy said, “That’s part of it.” 

The other part: the Giants could use another right-handed stick in the lineup. Freeland was the 

first left-hander that they faced since May 2, when they battered the Padres’ Clayton Richard. 

They had gone 14 consecutive games familiarizing themselves with right-handed starters, and 

apart from one strikeout fest in Philadelphia, they appeared to be finding cohesion as a lineup. 

That momentum is gone now. Holland’s single was the only hit they collected over a five-inning 

span. Austin Jackson, who was acquired to lead off against lefties, is buried in the No. 7 spot 

because of his struggles and he went 0 for 2 against Freeland while adding two more strikeouts 

to his ledger. 

Jackson also took a tentative route to Ian Desmond’s potentially catchable ground-rule double 

in the sixth, which added a run to the Rockies’ lead. The drive had a 45 percent hit probability, 

according to Statcast, and although Bochy said it carried more than expected, there was plenty 

of air underneath it before it bounced off the track and into the stands. 

“Mmm, nah, I thought he hit it well,” Jackson said. “He hit it pretty good, especially where we 

were positioned. He kind of hit it in no man’s land.” 

It’s curious that the Giants signed Jackson with an expressed plan to use him as the Cleveland 

Indians did last season — a fourth outfielder who would gather 300 or so plate appearances 

while distributing his starts equally between all three spots. Instead, he has played exclusively 

in center field — even in spring training — and is on pace for 430 plate appearances. 

He said he hasn’t tried to make sense of it. 

“I try not to worry about those type of things,” Jackson said. “Look at the lineup, you’re in 

center. That’s what you focus on. You try to just keep your focus there.” 

Jackson has 44 strikeouts in 108 at-bats. His 40.7 percent strikeout rate is fourth highest in the 

major leagues among players with at least 100 plate appearances. You live with that if you’re 

getting home runs. Jackson still hasn’t hit one as a Giant. His .287 slugging percentage is the 

ninth lowest among all big leaguers with 100 plate appearances. 

The Giants will have decisions to make in their outfield in the near future. Mac Williamson 

began his rehab assignment for Triple-A Sacramento on Friday as the designated hitter, and yes, 

he ripped a home run at Salt Lake. Hunter Pence, who is doing some home sewing with 

Williamson’s swing pattern, had two more hits as well. Center fielder Steven Duggar launched 

himself as if clearing a flaming hoop while making a diving catch.  

 

It’s hard to watch that highlight and not be convinced that Duggar would have made the catch 
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on Desmond to get Holland out of that sixth inning. 

The Giants will have a DH next week at Houston and no compelling reason to add a bench 

player for the 13th pitcher, so we might see Williamson back by the time the Giants arrive at 

Wrigley Field a week from now. But what about when Pence comes to the end of his 20-game 

rehab experiment? Hernández is contributing with the bat (his three home runs are tied with 

hitters such as Jay Bruce, Marcell Ozuna and … Andrew McCutchen) and is probably the Giants’ 

best defender in center field. Gregor Blanco is their only left-handed complement in the 

outfield until Duggar is deemed ready. All we know is this: At some point, somebody in the 

outfield is going to receive bad news. 

And did we mention? After the series at Wrigley, the Giants go to Coors Field for the first time 

this season — the place where their outfield defense went from exposed to a flat-out 

embarrassment last year. Would it be such a wild idea to purchase Duggar’s contract, if only to 

patrol the vast plains for those three games? 

Desmond’s ground-rule double Friday night amounted to dog doo on the grass: irritating, but 

no real damage done. His three-run home run two innings earlier was the brick through the 

window. 

Desmond entered the game hitting .167, and as Bochy pointed out, the bottom of the Rockies’ 

lineup did most of the damage in Thursday night’s loss. Maybe that’s more maddening than 

watching Nolan Arenado go full Torquemada on the Giants’ pitching staff, as he usually does. Or 

maybe not. There’s a reason they make ice cream in more than one flavor. 

This much we know after two scoops of the Rockies: The Giants will have to pitch with them for 

a change. This is a series that could be pivotal in crowning the NL West champion, and there are 

17 meetings to go. 

“It’s that many?” Jackson said. 

Yes, it’s that many. But no jacket required. 

 

 

 

ESPN.com 

AL shortstops stack up among best position groups of all time 

David Schoenfield 

 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Joe Sheehan later added that he assumed Didi Gregorius will get voted in as the starter. I don't 

necessarily agree with that; Yankees fans actually don't have a recent history of "stuffing" the 

ballot box, certainly not with the zealousness of, say, Royals fans. Of course, until Aaron 
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Judge and Gary Sanchez emerged last year, it's not like they had many All-Star-worthy players in 

recent seasons. Even then, Salvador Perez, not Sanchez, was voted in as the starting catcher for 

the American League in 2017. 

Anyway, the point: There are five really good shortstops in the AL -- well, six if you 

count Xander Bogaerts, who would be up there except he missed some time with injury -- and 

they're not all going to make the All-Star team, especially given that roster sizes were cut back 

last season from 34 to 32 players (not including all the replacements who eventually make it). 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Back in 2002, the heyday of the Alex Rodriguez-Derek Jeter-Nomar Garciaparra era, the AL did 

squeeze five shortstops on the roster, with A-Rod starting and Jeter, Garciaparra, Miguel Tejada 

and Omar Vizquel all making it as reserves. That was accomplished by not selecting a backup 

second baseman, however, and there were only 10 pitchers on the staff; that was the game 

that infamously ended in a 7-7 tie. Current rules require a backup second baseman and 12 

pitchers. 

Aside from the All-Star dilemma, what I'm really curious about: Has any position in one league 

ever been so loaded? I know it's early in the season and numbers will change, but as of 

Thursday morning, look where the AL shortstops ranked in WAR among all major league 

position players: 

Baseball-Reference.com 

2. Francisco Lindor, 3.0 

5. Andrelton Simmons, 2.3 

10. Manny Machado, 2.1 

20. Carlos Correa, 2.0 

33. Didi Gregorius, 1.4 

FanGraphs 

4. Lindor, 2.8 

6. Machado, 2.3 

8. Simmons, 2.3 

16. Correa, 1.7 

21. Gregorius, 1.6 
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Gregorius has slipped after a recent slump, but he was among the league leaders into early 

May. None of these guys is a big surprise, although Simmons has raised his offensive game to a 

new level, hitting .342/.408/.493. In this era of strikeouts, Simmons is a refreshing throwback: 

Through 41 games, he has just nine strikeouts. That's a weekend for Joey Gallo. 

But Simmons was extremely valuable last season as well, ranking sixth in B-R WAR at 7.1 and 

18th in FanGraphs at 5.1. (That big difference in value stems mostly from how his defense was 

evaluated.) Correa and Lindor both were top-20 players last season, and Machado has been 

there in the past as a third baseman. Gregorius hit 25 home runs last season and has tapped 

into even more power early on this year by chasing fewer pitches (he's already nearly matched 

his walk total from 2017). 

Back to 2002. How good were those five All-Star shortstops? Pretty good: 

Baseball-Reference WAR 

2. Alex Rodriguez, 8.8 

8. Nomar Garciaparra, 6.8 

19. Miguel Tejada, 5.6 

61. Derek Jeter, 3.7 

84. Omar Vizquel, 3.0 

(Not making the All-Star team was Angels shortstop David Eckstein, who ranked 23rd with 5.3 

WAR.) 

FanGraphs WAR 

2. Rodriguez, 10.0 

22. Jeter, 5.2 

35. Garciaparra, 4.8 

43. Tejada, 4.5 

44. Eckstein, 4.5 
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70. Vizquel, 3.3 

Good, but not what we're seeing this year. Actually, the best year for the A-Rod/Jeter/Nomar 

trio was 1998, when they ranked first, third and ninth in Baseball-Reference WAR. After them, 

however, you drop to Vizquel at 67th and Gary DiSarcina and Mike Bordick at 70th and 71st. 

The AL shortstops of the late 1990s and early 2000s had plenty of star power, with Alex 

Rodriguez and Derek Jeter joined by Nomar Garciaparra, Miguel Tejada and Omar 

Vizquel. Corey Sipkin/NY Daily News Archive via Getty Images 

The best season for the group in that era could have been 1999, as Jeter and Vizquel had their 

best years at the plate. Jeter ranked first in B-R WAR, Garciaparra 10th and Vizquel 16th, and all 

three ranked in the top 15 in FanGraphs WAR. A-Rod, while he hit 42 home runs, played just 

129 games and came in 40th and 39th in the rankings, just ahead of Bordick. 

Let's look at this from another direction. Using the Play Index at Baseball-Reference, I searched 

each position by league to see how many players at that position reached 4.5 WAR in a given 

season (must have played at least 50 percent of games at that position). Across both leagues, 

only one position gives us seven players with 4.5 or more WAR: second base in the 2014 

American League. Here's how that group ranked among all position players: 

10. Robinson Cano, 6.4 

12. Jose Altuve, 6.1 

15. Ian Kinsler, 5.8 

22. Howie Kendrick, 5.4 

29. Brian Dozier, 5.2 

32. Ben Zobrist, 5.0 

37. Dustin Pedroia, 4.7 

Certainly impressive, although only one top-10 player in Cano. Six positions give us six qualifiers 

under this method (ranked in order of WAR for that season): 

• 2002 AL first base: Jim Thome, Jason Giambi, John Olerud, Mike Sweeney, Carlos Delgado, 

Rafael Palmeiro 

• 1971 AL third base: Graig Nettles, Sal Bando, Brooks Robinson, Bill Melton, Rico Petrocelli, 

Paul Schaal 

• 1999 AL center field: Brady Anderson, Kenny Lofton, Bernie Williams, Ken Griffey Jr., Chris 

Singleton, Carlos Beltran 
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• 1970 NL center field: Tommie Agee, Bobby Tolan, Willie Mays, Cito Gaston, Jim Wynn, Willie 

Davis 

• 1998 NL right field: Vladimir Guerrero, Brian Jordan, Sammy Sosa, Bobby Abreu, Larry Walker, 

Derek Bell 

• 2001 NL right field: Sosa, Walker, Shawn Green, J.D. Drew, Abreu, Guerrero 

That AL third-base group was pretty impressive, with Nettles ranking second overall in WAR, 

Bando ninth, Robinson 11th and Melton 15th. Melton is the obscure name there, but he led the 

AL in home runs that year. You might remember Sosa winning the NL MVP in 1998, but his 6.5 

WAR was tied for 14th. Guerrero came in sixth (7.4), Jordan 11th (7.0), Abreu 17th (6.4), Walker 

29th (5.7) and Bell 36th (5.4). 

The 2001 group, with four of the same names, might have been even more impressive: 

2. Sosa, 10.3 

7. Walker, 7.8 

11. Green, 7.0 

26. Drew, 5.5 

33. Abreu 5.2 

36. Guerrero, 4.9 

(And over in the AL, Ichiro Suzuki was the MVP.) 

Of course, these lists skew toward the past couple of decades, when we've had more teams. An 

impressive position from deeper in the past was 1964 NL third base. In a 10-team league, five 

players reached our 4.5 cutoff: 

2. Ron Santo, 8.9 

3. Dick Allen, 8.8 

15. Ken Boyer, 6.1 
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24. Jim Ray Hart, 5.3 

31. Eddie Mathews, 4.6 

You have two Hall of Famers in Santo and Mathews, a guy in Allen who many believe should be 

in the Hall of Fame, plus Boyer, who won the NL MVP Award that year and has pretty strong 

Hall of Fame credentials as well, with more than 60 career WAR. Hart hit 31 home runs as a 

rookie (Allen was a rookie as well) and was a very good player for five seasons. 

If we consider the pre-expansion era, when there were just 16 teams in the majors, we can sort 

of consider that as one "league." First base was loaded in the 1930s. In 1934, you get this 

group, and since it was the 1930s let's include the crazy batting numbers: 

1. Lou Gehrig, 10.4 (.363/.465/.706, 49 HR, 166 RBI) 

2. Jimmie Foxx, 9.0 (.334/.449/.653, 44 HR, 130 RBI) 

7. Ripper Collins, 6.3 (.333/.393/.615, 35 HR, 128 RBI) 

8. Hank Greenberg, 6.2 (.339/.404/.600, 26 HR, 139 RBI) 

9. Bill Terry, 5.8 (.354/.414/.463, 8 HR, 83 RBI) 

11. Hal Trosky, 5.5 (.330/.388/.598, 35 HR, 142 RBI) 

My favorite all-time great position, however, has to be center field in the 1950s. In 1956, the 

top three players in the majors all were center fielders: Mickey Mantle, Duke Snider and Willie 

Mays. Richie Ashburn, a fourth Hall of Famer, ranked 15th. Larry Doby, a fifth Hall of Famer, 

ranked 19th. And Jimmy Piersall had a great season that year for the Red Sox, ranking 22nd. 

Five Hall of Famers at one position, out of 16 teams, all more or less at their peak. The current 

crop of American League shortstops is amazing -- maybe someday they'll even write a song 

about them. 

 


