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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels ride late outbursts to 11-4 victory over Giants 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

THE GAME: The Angels erupted for five runs in the seventh inning and four in the ninth, beating the San 

Francisco Giants 11-4 before an announced crowd of 7,788 on Thursday afternoon at Scottsdale 

Stadium. 

PITCHING REPORT: Rotation hopefuls J.C. Ramirez and Nick Tropeano (1-0) pitched two scoreless 

innings apiece. It was the first Cactus League appearance for Ramirez, who started against a lineup laden 

with major league regulars. … It was the second spring appearance for Tropeano, who allowed two 

singles and struck out one. … Keynan Middleton, Jose Alvarez and non-roster invitee Felix Peña each 

threw a scoreless relief inning. 

HITTING REPORT: A bit of small ball in the fifth inning broke a scoreless tie. Back-to-back singles by 

David Fletcher and Kaleb Cowart put runners on first and third. A double-steal allowed Fletcher to score. 

… Fletcher stole second base and scored on a Rymer Liriano single to begin the seventh inning. Liriano 

then scored on a Michael Hermosillo double, putting the Angels ahead 3-0. … A two-run home run by 

Matt Thaiss made it 5-0. … A single by Carlos Perez and an RBI double by Jose Miguel Fernandez made it 

6-0. … Non-roster invitee Colin Walsh hit his second Cactus League home run in the eighth inning. … 

Fernandez, also a non-roster invitee, doubled in a run in the ninth inning. … Fletcher finished 2 for 2 with 

a walk. The Cypress High/Loyola Marymount product has eight hits in his first 12 Cactus League at-bats, 

a .667 average. … Jefry Marte finished 2 for 3 with two doubles. 

DEFENSE REPORT: Middleton committed the Angels’ first error when his attempted pickoff throw to 

first base got away from Luis Valbuena. Second baseman Kaleb Cowart promptly retrieved the errant 

ball and threw to third base to retire the runner, Chase d’Arnaud. … Hermosillo made a diving catch in 

left field to end the third inning, snagging a sinking line drive by the Giants’ Joe Panik. 

UP NEXT: Right-hander Garrett Richards is scheduled to start against the Chicago Cubs (left-hander Jose 

Quintana) on Friday at noon at Tempe Diablo Stadium. (Fox Sports West; 830-AM) Shohei Ohtani will 

pitch in a “B game” against the Milwaukee Brewers in Maryvale. (No TV/Radio) 

 

Angels’ JC Ramirez picks up where he left off in 2018 debut 
 
By J.P. Hoornstra 

 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — If the purpose of JC Ramirez’s first competitive inning since last August was to pick up 
where he left off in 2017, consider Thursday a success. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/01/angels-jc-ramirez-picks-up-where-he-left-off-in-2018-debut/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/01/angels-jc-ramirez-picks-up-where-he-left-off-in-2018-debut/?share=facebook&nb=1
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Ramirez mowed down a stout San Francisco Giants lineup, including newcomers Andrew McCutchen and 
Evan Longoria, in his return from an elbow injury that ended his breakout season. 

“I feel like I’m back,” Ramirez declared after a scoreless debut. 

The purpose of his second inning was to take the next step in his quest to crack the Angels’ starting 
rotation. 

Ramirez struck out Giants catcher Nick Hundley on a curveball in the dirt, a pitch he barely used against 
right-handed hitters last season. He retired the next two batters he faced in the inning, and six of seven 
overall, while throwing 28 pitches. 

A reliever throughout his major league career, Ramirez quickly established himself last year as the Angels’ 
most reliable starting pitcher. He went 11-10 with a 4.15 earned-run average before he was diagnosed 
with a partially torn ulnar collateral ligament and missed the final six weeks of the season. The 29-year-old 
right-hander underwent stem-cell therapy last September in hopes of avoiding major surgery. So far, the 
treatment has proven effective. 

To avoid any hesitation letting loose, Ramirez pitched two live batting practice sessions to teammates 
before making his Cactus League debut. 

“I didn’t stick back anything. I threw what I have,” he said. 

Ramirez’s quest is similar to that of teammate Garrett Richards, who underwent stem-cell therapy for a 
similar injury one year earlier. Richards was off to a promising start last season before an irritated nerve in 
his right biceps curtailed his progress. 

Ramirez said he has leaned on Richards for advice early in camp. 

“He gives me a lot of advice: don’t baby my arm, throw my normal way,” Ramirez said. “Whatever you 

have to do, keep doing the same thing you had to do in the past.” 

Now, Ramirez and Richards are among eight pitchers eyeing six spots in the Angels’ starting rotation. 

Richards, Shohei Ohtani, Andrew Heaney, Tyler Skaggs and Matt Shoemaker are the favored five. Right-

handers Parker Bridwell and Nick Tropeano, who also pitched two scoreless innings against the Giants, can 

make the competition more interesting with a strong spring training. 

Ramirez is out of minor-league options and his track record as a reliever makes him a candidate to shift to 

the bullpen if needed, but Manager Mike Scioscia isn’t focused on that option. 

“We look for him to be in our rotation right now,” Scioscia said. “We’re going to take everything one week 

at a time.” 
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OHTANI UPDATE 

Ohtani has not taken any competitive at-bats the day before either of his first two Cactus League pitching 

appearances. This is one facet of the Angels’ plan to ease Ohtani into the rhythm of his first spring training 

in the United States. 

That plan, however, might cease once the regular season begins. 

“We’re going to look very closely at it,” Scioscia said. “There’s a lot of effort a pitcher puts into pitching. 
Obviously it might erode some of the opportunities he has to hit. We’re going to be flexible with 
everything we do. 
“If it comes down to where he’s pitching on a day, and he’s not going to hit the day before, so be it. If he’s 

a day after he’s not available to pinch hit, so be it. We need to be flexible as we go through it, to work it 

out.” 

Ohtani will pitch against the Milwaukee Brewers on Friday in Maryvale. 

ALSO 
So-called “B games,” like the one Ohtani will pitch in Friday, are rarely the domain of veterans and 40-man 

roster players. Yet since Ohtani is on the mound, 34-year-old catcher Rene Rivera will be behind the plate. 

… As it is a “B game,” Ohtani’s pitching statistics will not count toward his official spring training ledger. … 

The Angels’ minor league pitchers and catchers are scheduled to report Saturday. 

 

           FROM THE  LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels rout Giants 

By Jeff Miller 

The Angels beat San Francisco 11-4 on Thursday at Scottsdale Stadium. The Angels are 4-3 in Cactus 

League play. 

AT THE PLATE: Matt Thaiss had a two-run homer to highlight a five-run seventh inning. Colin Walsh hit 

his second homer of the spring. David Fletcher stole home for the Angels' first run. He advanced on a 

double steal that included Kaleb Cowart swiping second. Later in the game, Fletcher added a steal of 

second. He eventually scored on a sharp single by Rymer Liriano. Jose Fernandez had two RBI doubles 

and Michael Hermosillo had one. 

ON THE MOUND: Nick Tropeano threw 25 pitches in his two innings and 20 of them were strikes. "That's 

as well as Nick has thrown the ball all spring," manager Mike Scioscia. "He looked great." Relievers 

Keynan Middleton and Jose Alvarez both pitched scoreless innings. Ian Krol, another potential option as 

a left-hander out of the bullpen, surrendered the Giants' first two runs, in the eighth. 
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EXTRA BASES: Expect the Angels regulars to be back in the lineup Friday. … Scioscia said he hoped to get 

his regulars 45-65 at-bats this spring, which includes possible minor league games. … Unlike the Angels, 

the Giants started a more representative lineup, including Joe Panik, Brandon Belt, Andrew McCutchen 

and Evan Longoria, among others. 

 

Depth in the Angels’ starting rotation could be impressive – if injuries can be 

avoided 

By Jeff Miller 

The movement is so obvious and significant that it even has a name. 

Six starting pitchers for the Angels have been sidelined for notable chunks of time because of injury the 

last two seasons. 

At the moment, only seven games into spring training, they are all sound, all pitching and all, according 

to one, on a "redemption tour." 

That was Andrew Heaney's creation, the left-hander only one of the healing half-dozen. 

Because of elbow ligament replacement surgery, Heaney has started only six games since 2015, a season 

in which — it can be difficult to remember now — he was 6-4 with a 3.49 earned-run average in 18 

starts. 

"We've kind of been a little bit of the weak spot, kind of the disappointment in some ways," Heaney said 

of the starters. "It's definitely a situation where we're all out to prove something." 

The injury list is lengthy, the injuries themselves varied: Besides Heaney, there's Garrett Richards (elbow 

nerve), Matt Shoemaker (forearm nerve), Nick Tropeano (elbow ligament), Tyler Skaggs (oblique) and JC 

Ramirez (elbow ligament). 

Ramirez was the last of the group to make his first start of the spring, going two innings Thursday 

against the San Francisco Giants. 

"I feel like I'm back," Ramirez said after giving up one hit and striking out one. "I feel like I'm healthy." 

In his second appearance, Tropeano entered in the fourth inning and pitched two scoreless innings. 

Add Shohei Ohtani and Parker Bridwell and the Angels have eight candidates with different levels of 

experience to fill out their rotation. 

If they all stay injury-free, that's impressive depth, and the Angels are planning on using a sixth starter — 

to mimic Ohtani's schedule in Japan — in an era when it can be difficult for teams to find five. 
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"It's not like we're one unit on the mission to prove people wrong or prove ourselves worthy," Heaney 

said. "But I think we, as a group, understand the time is now to put it together." 

No one can be sure what a sound and productive rotation would look like for the Angels, since this 

group never has been able to accomplish that goal. 

Last season, Ricky Nolasco was the only Angel who made as many as 25 starts, and he finished with 15 

losses and is out of baseball for now. 

"We have a group that feeds positively off everybody else's success," Shoemaker said. "We all want to 

do great and be great. If we have the chance to do that, it’s going to be a lot of fun." 

Plan for Ohtani 

Ohtani remains on schedule to start a "B" game Friday morning in Maryvale against the Milwaukee 

Brewers. He'll pitch the equivalent of three innings and make about 50 pitches. 

Though it won't happen during spring training, manager Mike Scioscia left open the possibility that 

Ohtani could bat in regular-season games the day before he pitches. 

"When the season opens up, we're going to look very closely at it," Scioscia said. "We're going to be 

flexible with everything we do." 

Backup Rene Rivera is scheduled to catch Ohtani against the Brewers. Martin Maldonado caught his first 

start. 

Irregular lineup 

One game after playing his regulars, Scioscia went back to starting a lineup that in almost no way 

resembled what the Angels should look like on opening day. 

Maldonado was the lone projected starter to play. He was the designated hitter. 

On Wednesday, against the Cleveland Indians, the Angels gave their fans a brief glimpse of their 

everyday lineup, but most of the starters were out by the midway point of the game. 

"It looked good," said Justin Upton, who in his first at-bat drove in a run with a sacrifice fly. "I liked what 

I saw." 

Ian Kinsler batted leadoff, walking twice, stealing a base, forcing an errant throw and scoring two runs. 

"That's what he does," said Upton, who played with Kinsler in Detroit. "He makes smart baseball plays." 
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Ramirez shines in first Cactus League test 

Angels’ righty allows 1 hit in 2 scoreless innings 

By Jack Magruder 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- JC Ramirez's return to game action could not have gone much better. 

Ramirez threw all of his pitches and threw them for strikes in two scoreless innings of the Angels' 11-4 

win over the Giants on Thursday that included a two-run homer by 2016 No. 1 Draft pick Matt Thaiss. 

It was a strong signal that the stem-cell therapy Ramirez received late last season to repair a partial tear 

in his right ulnar collateral ligament was successful. After the game, Ramirez said the words the Angels 

wanted to hear. 

"I feel strong. I feel normal. I feel like I'm back," he said. 

Ramirez has thrown two live bullpen sessions this spring, but he said game conditions are the final test. 

"Exactly, because you want to see the hitters," Ramirez said. "I wanted to feel the adrenaline. It was 

there, but I controlled that. I was ready to go." 

Ramirez gave up an opposite-field single to Giants leadoff man Joe Panik before retiring the final six 

Giants he faced. 

He threw first-pitch strikes to six of seven batters, struck out one and ended the outing by fielding a 

weak chopper back to the mound. He buried a curve in the dirt to strike out Nick Hundley leading off 

the second inning. 

Ramirez used his slider, his curve and his two- and four-seam fastballs while pitching solely from the 

stretch, where he feels most comfortable. He said he plans to use the curveball more against right-

handed hitters this year. 

It was a nice return for the right-hander who bailed out the injury-challenged Angels rotation last 

season. 

Ramirez led the Angels with 11 victories and had a 4.15 ERA in 24 starts before suffering his elbow injury 

in August. He was second to Ricky Nolasco in starts and was second to Parker Bridwell (3.64) in ERA 

among starters with at least 14 appearances. 

"JC looked great," manager Mike Scioscia said Thursday. "Good life on his fastball, threw some good 

breaking balls. In the second inning, the ball was really coming out of his hand hot. Good movement, 

too. That was good to see." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/533893
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/533893
http://m.mlb.com/player/642136/matt-thaiss
http://m.mlb.com/player/605412/joe-panik
http://m.mlb.com/player/460026/nick-hundley
http://m.mlb.com/player/445060/ricky-nolasco
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
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Ramirez and Bridwell appear to be in competition for a spot in the Angeles' six-man starting rotation. 

Ramirez is out of options. Bridwell has options remaining. 

"I'm competing," Ramirez said. "I don't hold back anything. I throw whatever I have. I just want to 

compete and make the team as a starter. 

"You know what gave me more confidence? The experience that I got last year. I know now how not to 

throw everything the first two innings. Every inning, I know what to do each time now." 

Ramirez, 29, missed the final six weeks of the 2017 season and opted for the stem-cell therapy rather 

than elbow surgery. Teammates Garrett Richards and Andrew Heaney have undergone the same 

procedure, which, if it does not work, can result in Tommy John surgery. Richards has not had Tommy 

John. Heaney has. 

Richards has been a welcome sounding board for Ramirez during the healing process. His advice 

included not babying the arm. 

"We are kind of in the same place," Ramirez said. "I asked if he got sore, got uncomfortable. He said he 

just had a little tightness afterward. I'll see how it feels tomorrow. But after the live BP I threw before, I 

felt no more tightness. 

"We are going in the right direction now." 

Nick Tropeano, who missed part of 2016 and all of '17 after undergoing Tommy John surgery, gave up 

two singles and struck out one in two scoreless innings. He also picked pinch-runner Gorkys 

Hernandez off first base. 

"That's the best he's thrown the ball this spring," Scioscia said. "He really spotted his fastball, had good 

life on it. Really threw some good offspeed pitches, especially his slider." 

 

Ohtani may DH more than originally expected 

Scioscia won’t rule out phenom hitting on days before and after pitching 

By Jack Magruder 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The Angels will be "flexible" regarding Shohei Ohtani's usage when the regular 

season begins, manager Mike Scioscia said Thursday, leaving open the possibility that Ohtani could DH 

on days before and after he starts on the mound. 

Ohtani did not bat on Thursday in the Angels' 11-4 win over the Giants, the day before his next 

scheduled spring start, and the Angels will adhere to that plan this spring, Scioscia said. 

When the games count, however, it appears that all bets are off. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/491676/gorkys-hernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/491676/gorkys-hernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/533893
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"When the season opens up, we'll obviously look very closely at it," Scioscia said. "There is a lot of effort 

a pitcher has to put into pitching, and obviously it might erode some of the opportunities he has to hit. 

But we're going to be flexible with everything we do. If it comes down to where he is pitching in a day 

and he is not going to hit the day before, so be it. If a day after, he is not available or available to pinch-

hit, so be it. 

"But I think we need to be flexible as we go through this to work this out." 

Ohtani will make his second spring start Friday in a "B" game against Milwaukee in Maryvale. He is 

scheduled to work three innings and throw 40-45 pitches. Rene Rivera will catch. 

"Right now, we are working into some things," Scioscia said. "When the season starts, we'll see." 

Albert Pujols' ability to play first base occasionally would also play into the time Ohtani could spend as a 

DH. 

Pujols played six games at first base last year and 28 there in 2016 while dealing with foot issues. 

Scioscia said Pujols has looked good in the field this spring. 

"He can play first base enough for us to have some flexibility in our lineups and give us more options on 

any day," Scioscia said. 

In games Ohtani is used as DH, he will not be used as a relief pitcher, Scioscia said, as that would cause 

the Angels to lose the DH slot for the rest of the game. 

"That will not happen," Scioscia said. 

Cozart begins transition 

All-Star shortstop Zack Cozart took preparation for his transition to third base with the "hot" in hot 

corner in mind. 

"I had my buddy hitting me hard fungo, like from 20 feet away, hitting rockets at me, just so I could see 

the speed of the ball and try to pick it," Cozart said of his winter work. 

"At shortstop, you can kind of read and make your move. Third base is just like, bam, reaction. There is 

not a lot of thinking over there." 

Cozart, who speared a line drive in his first spring game at third on Wednesday against the Indians, is 

starting with the basics. 

"I'm just trying to get the positioning part of it down," he said, "where to play if a guy is going to bunt, 

double-play depth, stuff like that. That is my main focus right now. 

"It's going to take some time. The way the ball comes off the bat is different, the top-spin. If you catch 

the ball, you have plenty of time to make the throws. At shortstop, you have to catch it and throw it and 

be accurate. You don't have a lot of time. At third, you catch it and the guy is barely out of the box. You 

have a lot of time to set your feet." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
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Cozart, who has played all of his 721 regular-season games at shortstop, set career highs with 24 

homers, 62 walks and a .933 OPS last season. He tied a career high with 63 RBIs. 

"Zack looks very comfortable in drills," Scioscia said. "As he gets into games, seeing balls off the bat, 

you'll get a better feel for where he is. We don't expect a huge adjustment [period] for him." 

Injury update 

Outfielder Chris Young (calf) continues his rehab program as he prepares for his first season with the 

Angels after signing a one-year deal that reunited him with former Arizona teammate and good 

friend Justin Upton. 

"Getting the calf back right and looking forward to being able to get on the field with the guys, because 

that's where you create the bonds and the friendships," Young said. "Had a little hiccup in my process." 

Young, who signed as the fourth outfielder, behind Mike Trout, Kole Calhoun and Upton, plans to be 

back on the field next week. 

"I understood the role that came along with me playing here, fourth-outfielder role in an amazing 

outfield," Young said. 

"I just want to complement that, which is something I've been able to do for the past four or five years. 

I've been able to mentally make that adjustment." 

Of being reunited with Upton, Young said, "It's great to see it come full circle and be teammates again. 

There is nothing like being in the clubhouse with somebody that you are probably more comfortable 

with than you are with anybody in the game, because we came up together. It should be fun." 

Up next 

Garrett Richards will get the start Friday when the Angels host to the Cubs at 12:10 p.m. PT at Tempe 

Diablo Stadium. The matchup will be available live on MLB.TV. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

A conversation with the Angels’ Justin Upton: On hitting, stats, and the end of 

free-agent courting 

By Pedro Moura 

TEMPE, Ariz. — After the 2015 season, Justin Upton was one of the last players to sign a free-agent 

contract. After the 2017 season, he was the first. Content with his month as an Angel and suspicious of 

free agency’s future, he opted out of his deal’s four remaining years and immediately re-upped with the 

Angels. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/02
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In the four months since, he has grown dismayed at the state of the market and frustrated with what he 

sees as teams’ dishonesty. 

On Thursday at Tempe Diablo Stadium, Upton spoke at length to The Athletic about modern hitting 

approaches, the harmful way he believes free agency has changed over his decade in the big leagues, 

and how players should handle it. The 30-year-old revealed curious activity from the time he lingered on 

the market and pronounced the courting of free agents effectively over. 

(This conversation has been lightly edited for clarity.) 

Do you find it fascinating how many players have changed their swings in the last few seasons, trying to 

untap their power, while you’ve remained the same? 

Justin Upton: I try not to interest myself in that type of thing. I don’t like to overthink baseball. I really 

don’t like to overthink baseball. But if it’s working for guys, heck yeah, by all means, do what you gotta 

do. I see guys changing their swings and getting results. More power to them, no pun intended. 

For you, that idea hasn’t even entered into your brain? 

Upton: When I go into the cage or take BP, I know whether the ball’s coming off my bat the right way or 

not. That’s been the case since I was in friggin’ middle school and high school. If the ball’s coming off my 

bat the right way, I know I’m swinging the right way. 

This might come off the wrong way, but does that make hitting easier for you?  

Upton: Hitting’s still hard. But taking the thinking aspect out of it — I don’t want to say taking the 

thinking, but minimizing the thinking and analyzing of thought within my swing — helps. But the game’s 

still hard. 

You’re keeping it within the instinctual part of your brain. 

Upton: I try to hit off of feel rather than technique. When I go to the cage, you can tell me a million 

different things to do, but until I feel it, I’m not going to be able to execute it. 

Maybe the thing I’ve been most surprised by, covering baseball, is how much advice coaches offer 

players during bullpen sessions or cage time. Sometimes, it seems like overdoing it. 

Upton: It’s paralyzing. It can paralyze you. Baseball comes down to being able to learn something in your 

work, your practice, and leave it in the cage or in the bullpen and compete when you’re out on the field. 

Until it becomes second nature to you, you’re not going to be able to execute it, in the heat of the 

moment. 

By that you mean, you can learn something but choose not to implement it until you have it entirely 

down? 

Upton: You can work in the cage all you want. Until you have enough reps for it to become second 

nature, you can’t possibly take it into a game. You can take maybe one thought into a game. But if you 
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start having multiple thoughts, you’re screwed. I’ve done that. It’s from experience. You can’t take 

multiple thoughts into a game. Someone can’t tell you two things in the cage and you do both when you 

get up there. It’s not possible. 

On that topic, Cliff Pennington once mentioned the time in 2015 that he tried to add launch angle into 

his swing. He was in Toronto with Josh Donaldson, and he thought he wasn’t going to play because he 

was on the bench. Then Troy Tulowitzki got hurt and he was, mid-change, inserted into the lineup. And 

he was just screwed, because he hadn’t fully implemented it yet. In the cage, he was having great 

success with it. When he got to the plate, people were just taking advantage of him. That was eye-

opening to me. 

Upton: I actually talked to Cliff about that. He told me the same thing. It almost created bad habits 

because he wasn’t fully ready. 

And that’s sad, because it was all out of a good idea. 

Upton: Right, but the game needs all different kinds of players. Cliff Pennington is the type of guy who 

will come in and get you a big hit. Does Cliff Pennington need to hit 20 homers? No. He needs to be able 

to put the ball in play and get you a big hit. He’s a smaller guy with a good swing, and he can get you a 

liner anywhere. That’s my problem. I won’t say what any guy is capable of doing, but if you try to turn 

everybody into a power hitter, it’s hard. 

Yeah, if you’re successful at something, it’s often not a good idea to try to become something else 

successful, right? Because it’s hard enough to become Cliff Pennington.  

Upton: Perfect your craft, what you’re good at. That’s what I’ve always been taught. 

I guess that’s easier when you’re blessed with incredible athleticism. Cliff’s power never totally 

emerged. 

Upton: There’s a lot of guys in the Hall of Fame who never hit 20 homers. 

I wonder if that’s still accepted as much in today’s game. 

Upton: That depends on whose eyes it’s being seen through. You start talking about 30, 40 homers a 

year, you’re talking about freaks, man. Guys like (Albert) Pujols and (Mike) Trout, freaks, guys outside 

my pay grade, guys that can barrel a baseball and are freakishly strong. You’re trying to turn people into 

Pujols who don’t have that skill set. If you don’t have that skill set, be good at something else. 

A lot of players have said in recent weeks that the state of this winter’s free-agent market was and is 

scary. You’ve said that you started to see the tide coming, that you had an idea this would happen. 

Upton: It’s not that I was scared to become a free agent. I was fortunate enough to be with a team I 

enjoyed playing for and checked a lot of things off my list. If I had to become a free agent, I would be in 

the same boat as these guys, standing side by side with the (Mike) Moustakases and guys that don’t 

have a job. It’s a bad look for teams. These are productive players that don’t have jobs. For you to say 



March 2, 2018  Page 14 of 31 
 

that you don’t need a guy like Moustakas or Lance Lynn or Alex Cobb on your team, you’re kind of lying, 

unless you’re the Houston Astros or one of those teams who has arms for years. Unless you’re one of 

those teams, for you to say, ‘Oh, no, we don’t need that guy, he’s not good enough,’ you’re a liar. 

Somebody’s gonna need one of those guys. 

It is alarming and weird that it’s taken this long for so many players to find suitors, no doubt. But if the 

guys get the deals that are pretty close to expectations, just later than they expected, that’s not so bad, 

right? What’s so bad is when guys settle for deals way lower. Lorenzo Cain signed in late January, but he 

signed for $80 million. But some of these first basemen settled for one year after a predicted three or 

four. 

Upton: The way I look at it is, you’re going into free agency and instead of teams telling you, ‘We love 

what you do. We want you to be part of our team. Can we work something out?’ I know from 

experience: Teams are calling and telling you what you don’t do well and why they don’t want you. ‘But, 

hey, will you sign for this?’ No! We just had a conversation about how bad I am and you want me on 

your team? No! I don’t want to sign with you. That’s the way the process is going right now, which is the 

opposite of what free agency’s supposed to be about. Don’t call if you don’t want me on your team. It’s 

not a good way to do business. 

When I was a free agent, I was told by multiple teams, ‘Oh, you don’t play good defense.’ I was told how 

bad of a defender I was and how they weren’t going to pay me. Well, don’t call.  

Would you say you’ve used that as motivation? 

Upton: No. At the end of the day, I ended up in the place that I should have been: Detroit. Detroit came 

in and told me how much I could help their team. OK, cool, let’s figure something out. Teams want to 

call and downgrade you as much as they possibly can to sign you for cheaper. That’s not what free 

agency is about. Free agency is about finding a team that matches you. It’s weird. I remember, when my 

brother was a free agent, he went and visited teams. This was before ’13, three seasons before I was a 

free agent. He met with teams at their stadiums. They put him on their scoreboard. They were courting 

players. Now, all of the sudden, you’re telling players how bad they are and how little money you’re 

gonna give them. It’s not right. 

We saw the courting with Eric Hosmer and San Diego, but, you’re right, that’s one of the only people this 

offseason where the organization was courting him rather than just agreeing to a deal. Because, so 

many free agents, almost every team will sign them if their price gets low enough. 

Upton: Every team wants you at their price. I’ll say this, and I don’t give a fuck if you write it or not: I had 

a stretch in free agency where, within a week, every team called and offered me a one-year deal. After 

eight years of pretty good baseball. In my mind, that’s really, really, really sketchy and weird. 

How many teams? 

Upton: It was somewhere between seven and 10 teams I heard about from my agent. It’s like, a one-

year deal? I feel like I’ve done pretty damn good. Maybe I should shut it down. 
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If it’s one team, then it’s whatever, right? They’re just seeing if they can extract something. But when 

you see a bunch of that… 

Upton: Yeah, going back to our conversation: Everyone wants you at their price. 

OK, but hasn’t that probably always been the case? But, for most good free agents, there’s typically 

been at least a few teams that are willing to put out the red carpet for that player. That’s probably how 

it’s different now. From what I understand, Hosmer only ever attracted significant interest from two 

teams. But, obviously, more teams would have been willing to sign him at a lower price. They just 

realized there were bigger-money offers out there. 

Upton: When a guy like Eric Hosmer comes on the market, there are 30 teams that are interested. And 

there’s probably about four seriously interested. In his case, there were two. I think they didn’t really bid 

against each other. They just both had similar offers and it was like, ‘Which one do you want to take?’ 

The courting process is going away, you’re saying. 

Upton: It’s gone. Teams don’t value players as people anymore. They value them as a number on a sheet 

of paper. Basically, they have a stat sheet, and it says, ‘This is that guy.’ He’s a robot, he’s not a person, 

he’s just a player. They don’t value him as a person anymore. You can have two offers from two teams 

and sometimes the separator is how the team is perceived in your eyes. At this point, they don’t care 

how they’re perceived:  ‘This is our money. If you want it, you can have it.’ 

It’s hard to come up with an argument against that being the case. 

Upton: Put it this way: You’re not a person anymore. You’re just a player. There’s no piece of paper with, 

‘Do you love me? Yes or No?’ written on it being slid your way. It’s like, ‘I’m going to prom if you’re 

going.’ 

But you knew the sport was headed this way. 

Upton: I’m not saying this in a negative way at all, but when sabermetrics came into the game and guys 

became stats, this was coming. Because there’s no more, ‘This guy has good makeup. This guy is a good 

clubhouse guy.’ There’s none of the intangibles anymore. It’s strictly what you can do on a piece of 

paper. And there’s some system or algorithm that is spitting out what this player could possibly do for 

you. And they’re going, ‘Oh, we’d like that. Let’s see if we can offer him something.’ There’s no more 

interest in the person. There’s only an interest in his stats. That’s all it is. I can’t say every team, because 

I don’t know that for a fact, but a lot of teams are going to sabermetrics and you’re becoming no longer 

a person but Player A or Player B. Player is almost overstating it. That’s how players should feel about 

this. When you carry yourself in the clubhouse, just know that the people upstairs see you as a statistic. 

You’re a stat sheet, and you can possibly produce this. 

Again, it’s difficult to argue against that. But if you tell that to a lot of fans, they will say, ‘Well, you guys 

are paid handsomely to account for that.’ 
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Upton: Which is fine. Believe me, we go into opposing stadiums and get yelled at and called all kinds of 

names. We’ve got thick skin. I think players brush it off. That’s what it’s become. It doesn’t mean we’re 

happy about it. I’d say about 100% of us aren’t happy that that’s the way it’s going. But you gotta 

understand what you are to the team. So, when the time comes that a team trades you or you go to free 

agency and somebody tells you you’re a horseshit player, you have to be OK with it. That’s the way it is. 

You have to be thick-skinned.  

That’s hard. There’s not a lot of people in the world who are equipped to not let that bother them. 

People don’t really like accepting criticism. 

Upton: Baseball players are equipped. 

Well, it self-selects for that, right? You don’t generally get to reach free agency if you can’t accept 

criticism. 

Upton: You don’t play in the big leagues if you can’t. You hear it every day, even from your own fans, 

how horseshit you are. If you’re soft, you don’t make it in baseball. You can play in the Arizona League 

or in the Midwest League, but when you get on the big stage and everybody’s telling you how bad you 

are, you’ve gotta be able to deal with it. 

 

               FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

Spring Training 2018: Buying or Selling MLB’s Biggest Early Performances 

By Zachary D. Rymer 

Teams in Major League Baseball haven't even played a week's worth of spring training games yet. So, it's 

a tad early to try to draw serious conclusions from the action. 

But, come on. What are we supposed to do? Not talk about what's happening? 

As early as it may be, there are already some attention-grabbing performances that are worth a closer 

look. Our goal here is to play a quick game of "Buy or Sell" with eight (five hitters, two pitchers, one 

hitter/pitcher) in particular. 

Let's take it away. 

J.D. Davis, 3B, Houston Astros 

J.D. Davis is a minor league third baseman who has the unenviable task of finding a way around Alex 

Bregman to land a spot on the Houston Astros' big league roster. 
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He's certainly helping his cause this spring. In 12 plate appearances spanning four games, he's homered 

twice and put together a 1.417 OPS. 

Hitting for power is nothing out of the ordinary for Davis. He's a big dude at 6'3", 225 pounds, and he's 

put his size to work hitting 88 homers across four minor league seasons, plus another four in 25 games 

with the Astros last season. 

However, the Astros also got a taste of the 24-year-old's major flaws: his tendency to swing and miss 

(29.4 K%) and his tendency to hit the ball on the ground (60.5 GB%). The latter is a particularly damning 

mark on a slugger's profile. 

It's therefore good news that Davis has struck out only twice and hit three ground balls this spring. And 

to the naked eye (see here and here), he does look like a hitter who's trying to get under the ball more 

consistently. 

If so, Davis is following the same blueprint that many hitters have taken to extra home runs in recent 

years. It has the potential to fully unlock his power, which could force Houston to find a job for him. 

Verdict: Buy 

Blake Swihart, C, Boston Red Sox 

Blake Swihart was supposed to be The Next Big Thing™ for the Boston Red Sox once upon a time. Then 

came a severe ankle injury in 2016, and that appeared to be that. 

Or was it? 

The 25-year-old catcher/utility man has made 14 trips to the plate and built an 1.417 OPS on five hits 

and two walks. Four of his hits have gone for extra bases: three doubles and a home run. 

This calls to mind that Swihart's bat used to be considered perhaps his best asset. Most notably, he hit 

.321 in the minors in 2015 before getting called to the majors, where he hit a solid .274 in 84 games. 

After he hurt his left ankle early in 2016, however, he was basically barred from hitting like that. 

"I couldn't sit on my back side very well hitting left-handed, so I was coming out of my swing, and you 

saw last year, I struggled," Swihart said in January, according to Ian Browne of MLB.com. 

But even if Swihart is healthy again, his early spring performance feels like an over-promise that's bound 

to be followed by an under-delivery. 

Hitting for power wasn't his thing even when he was garnering praise as a prospect. There's not yet 

enough evidence that that's changed. One of his doubles was a Green Monster wall-scraper. His homer 

was a line drive that barely left the yard. And the pitchers he's touched up include Dietrich Enns, Gabriel 

Ynoa, Jose Mesa and Johnny Hellweg. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=16219&position=3B#battedball
https://www.mlb.com/video/davis-solo-tater/c-1875533183
https://www.mlb.com/video/davis-solo-homer/c-1877938083
https://www.mlb.com/news/blake-swihart-recovering-from-ankle-injury/c-198254122
https://www.mlb.com/news/healthy-blake-swihart-ready-to-prove-himself/c-265317590
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://www.mlb.com/video/swiharts-rbi-double/c-1877092683
https://www.mlb.com/video/swiharts-two-run-homer/c-1877340883
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That's not exactly an impressive group. 

Verdict: Sell 

Franchy Cordero, OF, San Diego Padres 

Franchy Cordero is one of the most interesting players that the average fan probably doesn't know 

about. 

The 23-year-old has been in the San Diego Padres organization since 2012. And while he isn't considered 

a top prospect, he at least has the tools to be one. He's a well-above-average runner who also has more 

pop than you'd expect from a slender 6'3", 175-pound outfielder. 

Cordero got a chance to show his tools in the majors last year and didn't disappoint. As Jeff Sullivan of 

FanGraphs pointed out, he led the Padres in average sprint speed and average exit velocity. 

So the inside-the-park homer that Cordero hit on Monday? That was sort of him in a nutshell. And that's 

one of only two homers he's hit this spring en route to a 1.429 OPS in five games. 

"He flies, and he's got pop," Padres manager Andy Green said, per MLB.com's AJ Cassavell. "Those are 

two huge tools he has." 

But underneath all of Cordero's tools is a problem that's not unfamiliar with toolsy prospects: too many 

strikeouts and not enough walks. 

He made progress with changing that in the Dominican Winter League, drawing 22 walks and whiffing 

just 39 times in 50 games. But with five strikeouts and three walks this spring, his progress has slowed. 

Verdict: Sell 

Matt Davidson, 3B, Chicago White Sox 

With two homers and a 1.783 OPS through four games, Matt Davidson is hitting like a guy who's out to 

prove he's not an afterthought in the Chicago White Sox's ongoing rebuild. 

This is coming on the heels of a 2017 season that was bittersweet for the 26-year-old. On the one hand, 

he seized an opportunity at regular playing time by slugging 26 home runs. On the other, his .711 OPS 

was second-lowest to Rougned Odor among all hitters who topped 25 homers. 

Davidson's biggest problem was how often he struck out. He whiffed in 37.2 percent of his plate 

appearances. Among all hitters who went to the plate at least 400 times, only Keon Broxton did worse. 

Davidson did improve as the year went along, however. He went from a 41.2 K% in the first half to a 

31.7 K% in the second half. He told reportersthat he wants to improve even further this year, specifically 

in regard to his pitch selection and strike-zone awareness. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-most-exciting-player-on-the-padres/
https://www.mlb.com/video/corderos-inside-the-park-homer/c-1878120783
https://www.mlb.com/news/padres-prospect-franchy-cordero-hits-home-run/c-267310632
https://bbref.com/pi/shareit/749CI
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=400&type=8&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=10,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/statsplits.aspx?playerid=7226&position=3B/DH&season=2017#advanced
https://www.mlb.com/video/davidson-on-improvements-in-2018/c-1874941483
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"Nowadays, there are so many numbers out there," he said. "All you have to do is basically look on the 

Internet and it'll tell you [what you need to know]." 

So far, so good. Davidson has walked twice and struck out only once this spring. That's the sound of a 

corner being turned. 

Verdict: Buy 

Jason Kipnis, 2B, Cleveland Indians 

Jason Kipnis has only played in three games this spring. Even for an exercise like this one, that would 

ordinarily constitute a sample size too small for a second look. 

But in this case, it's hard to look away given that the Cleveland Indians veteran needed just five at-bats 

to become the first player of the spring to get to three homers. 

Two of these came off Yusmeiro Petit and David Hernandez, who are perfectly capable major league 

pitchers. The other came off Chris Bassitt, a less capable pitcher who nonetheless has a decent enough 

4.13 ERA over 143.2 MLB innings. 

Evidently, Kipnis is feeling healthy after being limited to 90 games and a .705 OPS by recurring hamstring 

trouble in 2017. He's on the field, for one. For two, his lower half looked nice and sturdy on the 

homer he hit off Hernandez. 

The trick going forward will be for the 30-year-old to stay healthy. He doesn't have the cleanest injury 

history and has already been waylaid by a back issue this spring. Any more of that, and his hot start to 

the exhibition season will quickly fade from memory. 

But if he does stay healthy, he can remind everyone that he's a pretty good player. After all, he's twice 

been an All-Star and isn't far removed from an .811 OPS and 23 homers in 2016. 

Verdict: Buy 

Michael Kopech, SP, Chicago White Sox 

Want to know why there aren't more pitchers under this particular microscope? Because too few have 

logged much work this spring. Even fewer have done anything to stand out. 

Michael Kopech is an exception to the second rule. 

With Forrest Whitley suspended and Brent Honeywell recovering from Tommy John surgery, Kopech 

now occupies his own island among baseball's best pitching prospects. He only added to the hype in his 

spring debut against the Oakland A's on Monday, striking out three and holding them scoreless through 

two innings. 

http://bleacherreport.com/jason-kipnis
https://www.mlb.com/video/kipnis-solo-homer-to-right/c-1877553583
https://www.mlb.com/video/kipnis-solo-homer-to-right/c-1877553583
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Kopech didn't get the B-squad, either. He had to face Stephen Piscotty, Matt Olson and Brandon Moss, 

as well as four more hitters with major league experience: Boog Powell, Franklin Barreto, Chad Pinder 

and Mark Canha. 

It's not surprising the 21-year-old demonstrated an ability to throw his fastball by these guys. It's a 

legitimate 80-grade pitch that's climbed as high as 105 mph in a game. Given his reputation for poor 

control, what's probably more surprising is that he didn't walk anyone. 

But that was actually him picking up where he left off. After walking 15.9 percent of the batters he faced 

in the first half of 2017, he walked only 5.5 percent in the second half. 

In all, things are looking up for Kopech. 

Verdict: Buy 

Noah Syndergaard, SP, New York Mets 

There's only one way to make Kopech's spring debut look petty: Compare it to what Noah Syndergaard 

did in his own spring debut. 

The New York Mets right-hander took the mound against the Houston Astros on Monday and proceeded 

to hit 100 mph on the radar gun 11 times in just two innings. When it was over, he'd struck out two 

batters and allowed no baserunners. 

The Astros didn't let Syndergaard off easy by keeping their best hitters in the dugout. The 25-year-old 

had to go through George Springer, Josh Reddick, Jose Altuve, Carlos Correa, Marwin Gonzalez and Brian 

McCann. 

If anything, it's the radar gun readings that should have everyone concerned. Pitchers are supposed to 

be taking it relatively easy at this point in the spring. That arguably goes double for pitchers who missed 

all but seven starts last year, as Syndergaard did due to a lat injury. 

However, panic is not advised. 

It's not out of the ordinary for Syndergaard to throw that many high-velocity fastballs in a single outing. 

In fact, it's perfectly ordinary. And while he didn't spend the winter bulking up like he did before last 

season, he's in better shape after working (per Paul Ivice of Newsday) on his flexibility. 

"I didn't even feel like I was exerting a whole lot of effort," Syndergaard said of his outing, according 

to Anthony DiComo of MLB.com. 

Verdict: Buy 

 

https://www.mlb.com/news/bos-prospect-mike-kopech-throws-105-mph-pitch/c-189739652
https://www.fangraphs.com/statsd.aspx?playerid=sa828680&position=P&type=-2&gds=2017-04-08&gde=2017-07-04&season=
https://www.fangraphs.com/statsd.aspx?playerid=sa828680&position=P&type=-2&gds=2017-07-14&gde=2017-09-01&season=
https://www.mlb.com/news/noah-syndergaards-high-velocity-spring-debut/c-267270034
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_search?hfPT=&hfAB=&hfBBT=&hfPR=&hfZ=&stadium=&hfBBL=&hfNewZones=&hfGT=R%7C&hfC=&hfSea=2017%7C2016%7C2015%7C&hfSit=&player_type=pitcher&hfOuts=&opponent=&pitcher_throws=&batter_stands=&hfSA=&game_date_gt=&game_date_lt=&team=&position=&hfRO=&home_road=&hfFlag=&metric_1=api_p_release_speed&metric_1_gt=100&metric_1_lt=&hfInn=&min_pitches=0&min_results=0&group_by=name-date&sort_col=pitches&player_event_sort=h_launch_speed&sort_order=desc&min_abs=0#results
https://www.newsday.com/sports/baseball/mets/noah-syndergaard-feeling-more-flexible-this-year-1.16605147
https://www.mlb.com/news/noah-syndergaards-high-velocity-spring-debut/c-267270034
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Shohei Ohtani, SP/DH, Los Angeles Angels 

Shohei Ohtani isn't here because he's lighting up spring training leaderboards. He's here because this is 

the first real chance to analyze a guy who's trying to be MLB's best two-way player since Babe Ruth. 

So far, it could be going better. Or worse. 

The Los Angeles Angels' 23-year-old phenom was mostly bad against the Milwaukee Brewers in his 

pitching debut last Saturday. He struggled to get the ball over the plate and twice got hurt when he did. 

He served up a long double to Jonathan Villar and a long homer to Keon Broxton. 

Since Ohtani's fastball came with pre-existing concerns regarding its straightness, the fact that both of 

those hits came on fastballs can't be swept under the rug.  

One bright side, according to Maria Guardado of MLB.com, is that Ohtani's heat topped out at 97 mph. 

He also featured some filthy secondaries, including his trademark splitter and a slow curveball. 

Another bright side is how he looked at the plate in his hitting debut. He was equal parts comfortable 

and impressively picky in drawing two walks and collecting a base hit. 

All told, the fairest conclusion here is "Inconclusive." But since Ohtani's underlying talent showed 

through just enough on both sides of the ball, we'll do him the courtesy of leaning toward the positive. 

Verdict: Buy 

Spring training stats courtesy of MLB.com. Other stats courtesy of Baseball 

Reference, FanGraphs and Baseball Savant. 

 

MLB Position Power Rankings 2018: B/R’s Top 30 Catchers 

By Joel Reuter 

There's a reason top-tier catchers rarely hit the free-agent market. 

Finding a franchise backstop who can provide a steadying presence for the pitching staff and produce 

offensively while withstanding the wear and tear that come with playing the toughest position on the 

diamond is not easy.  

To put it simply: When a team finds a Buster Posey or a Yadier Molina, it doesn't let him get away. 

Ahead, we've set out to identify the top 30 catchers in the league heading into the 2018 season. 

A few things to consider before we get started: 

https://www.mlb.com/video/villar-doubles-scores-on-error/c-1876218083
https://www.mlb.com/video/broxtons-homer-off-ohtani/c-1876264583
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2760330-how-2-way-mlb-phenom-shohei-ohtani-can-prove-hes-worth-all-the-hype-this-spring
https://www.mlb.com/news/shohei-ohtani-shows-electric-stuff-in-debut/c-267119522
https://www.mlb.com/video/ohtanis-first-spring-strikeout/c-1876209583
http://mlb.mlb.com/images/6/8/2/267131682/022418_laa_ohtani_curve.gif
https://www.mlb.com/video/extended-cut-ohtanis-hit-debut/c-1878145883
http://mlb.mlb.com/stats/sortable.jsp#elem=%5Bobject+Object%5D&tab_level=child&click_text=Sortable+Player+hitting&game_type='S'&season=2018&season_type=ANY&league_code='MLB'&sectionType=sp&statType=hitting
https://www.baseball-reference.com/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/
https://www.fangraphs.com/
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/
http://bleacherreport.com/yadier-molina
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 League averages: For the sake of reference, the average slash line for a catcher last 

season was .246/.315/.409, and the average caught-stealing rate was 27 percent. 

 Eligibility: To be considered for inclusion, a player must have been at the catcher 

position for at least 51 percent of his games last season. 

15. Martin Maldonado, Los Angeles Angels 

 
Age: 31 
2017 Offensive: 74 OPS+, .221/.276/.368, 34 XBH (14 HR), 38 RBI, 43 R 
2017 Defensive: 39% CS (29/75), 22 DRS, 12.8 DEF, 9.3 Framing RAA 
WAR: 1.7 

Player Outlook 

Martin Maldonado was one of the league's best backup catchers during his time with the Milwaukee 

Brewers, averaging 219 plate appearances and 0.6 WAR during the five-year span from 2012 to 2016. 

The Los Angeles Angels saw enough to give him a chance at a starting role when they acquired him in a 

trade last December, and he rewarded them by winning AL Gold Glove honors. 

As an elite pitch-framer and stellar all-around defender, anything he contributes at the plate is a bonus. 

His career-high 471 plate appearances led to personal bests in doubles (19), home runs (14), RBI (38) 

and runs scored (43), though his .276 on-base percentage and 3.2 percent walk rate left a lot to be 

desired. 

The Angels' starting staff is finally healthy, and it will be up to Maldonado to get the most out of them. 

***ARTICLE CUT TO ONLY INCLUDE ANGELS 

 

MLB Power Rankings at the Start of March 

By Joel Reuter 

10. Los Angeles Angels 

Shohei Ohtani will be the focus of spring training for the Angels, and a lot has also been made about the 

additions of Ian Kinsler and Zack Cozart to fill significant holes at second and third base, respectively. 

While those are all huge additions, the health of the starting rotation plays an equally large factor in the 

team climbing inside the top 10 in our preseason rankings. 
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Andrew Heaney (five starts), Garrett Richards (six), Matt Shoemaker (14) and Tyler Skaggs (16) all missed 

significant time last season, and having those arms back at full strength could wind make a bigger impact 

than any outside addition. 

***ARTICLE CUT TO ONLY INCLUDE ANGELS 

Top Prospects Who Are MLB’s Future 100 MPH Flamethrowers 

By Jacob Shafer 

Velocity isn't everything. Control and off-speed pitches matter. When it comes to dominating at 

the MLB level, however, a triple-digit heater helps. 

Who are the next radar-gun-singeing studs primed to blow the proverbial doors off opposing hitters? 

Let's take a look at a half-dozen top-rated prospects who fit the bill based on pedigree and potential 

while closing our eyes and dreaming about their crackling fastballs. 

Sixto Sanchez, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies 

Age: 19 

MLB.com Prospect Rank: 26 

ETA: 2019 

An unheralded international signee out of the Dominican Republic in 2015, Sixto Sanchez has dominated 

in 174.2 minor league innings spread over three seasons and now ranks as the No. 11 pitching prospect 

in the game.  

The 19-year-old sports a 2.47 ERA and has solid sinking action on a fastball that has been clocked in 

excess of 100 mph. 

He needs to refine his changeup and breaking ball, but both have the makings of plus offerings. Once his 

repertoire is in place, the athletic Sanchez could be a force for the rebuilding Philadelphia Phillies. 

He's been compared favorably to Pedro Martinez, which is about all you need to know. 

"It was like he was a clone," a National League scout said of the Sanchez-Pedro comp, per Bleacher 

Report's Danny Knobler. "Physically, he looks like him. He has the same style of pitching, the same 

delivery. And for a young guy, I loved his poise and presence. For me, he is Pedro Martinez." 

Hunter Greene, RHP, Cincinnati Reds 

Age: 18 

http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2757937-sixto-sanchez-19-year-old-pedro-martinez-clone-already-has-102-mph-heat
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MLB.com Prospect Rank: 21 

ETA: 2020 

A unique talent with the skills to stick as a hitter or pitcher, Hunter Greene is on pace to impact the 

Cincinnati Reds starting rotation—and possibly their lineup—in the next few seasons. 

The 18-year-old is in the initial stages of his learning curve, but as the second overall selection in the 

2017 draft, he could rise quickly through the Reds system. 

So far, it seems Cincinnati values his live arm above his bat. Word of both assets has spread to the 

highest level. 

"He's like a mythical legend already, Hunter Greene," Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Marcus Stroman said in 

July 2017, per B/R's Joon Lee. "People are already whispering about him: Did you see that guy throw 105 

AND hit the ball 700 feet?" 

Alex Reyes, RHP, St. Louis Cardinals 

Age: 23 

MLB.com Prospect Rank: 17 

ETA: 2018 

Alex Reyes posted a 1.57 ERA with 52 strikeouts in 46 innings for the St. Louis Cardinals in 2017 while 

touching 100 mph with his fastball. Tommy John surgery ruptured his timeline, but he's back on track. 

Reyes threw a bullpen session to minor leaguers Wednesday, per Joe Trezza of MLB.com, a positive step 

on his road to recovery. 

"The guy can be a superstar in this league," Cardinals veteran Adam Wainwright said, per the Associated 

Press (h/t FoxSports.com). "I think he has humongous talent and will be one of the best pitchers in the 

game." 

The Cards could use Reyes out of the bullpen or starting rotation. Assuming he suffers no setbacks, he'll 

be a key piece for St. Louis in 2018 and beyond. 

Walker Buehler, RHP, Los Angeles Dodgers 

Age: 23 

MLB.com Prospect Rank: 12 

ETA: 2018 

http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2718635-hunter-greene-is-not-the-lebron-of-baseball-marcus-stroman-mlb
https://www.mlb.com/cardinals/news/cardinals-alex-reyes-throws-bullpen-session/c-267458910
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/story/st-louis-cardinals-alex-reyes-eager-to-return-after-injury-013018
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A first-round pick (24th overall) by the Los Angeles Dodgers in the 2015 amateur draft, Walker Buehler 

posted a 3.35 ERA with 125 strikeouts in 88.2 innings while rising from High-A to Double-A to Triple-A in 

2017. 

He made his MLB debut in September and hit 100 mph. In 9.1 big league innings, he averaged 98.2 mph 

with his heater, tied for seventh-best in the game. 

Last season was his first full year back after undergoing Tommy John surgery. The Dodgers will be 

cautious with his development. They should also be excited about the possibility of making him the 

Robin to Clayton Kershaw's Batman, maybe as soon as late 2018. 

"I have a new ligament," Buehler said, per Andy McCullough of the Los Angeles Times. "I have a new 

arm. I have new kind of arsenal. It's a different world now." 

Michael Kopech, RHP, Chicago White Sox 

Age: 21 

MLB.com Prospect Rank: 10 

ETA: 2018 

Michael Kopech wants to be a pitcher, not a thrower.  

"I can throw a first-pitch strike with my fastball nine times out of 10, but the secondary stuff is what I'm 

really focusing on," the 21-year-old said in camp, per Chris Kuc of the Chicago Tribune.  

Fair enough. It's a wise strategy for a kid who could soon front the Chicago White Sox rotation. At the 

same time, his fastball is a thing to behold. 

As Bleacher Report's Scott Miller noted in a profile last March, Kopech once hit 110 mph during a 

throwing drill. 

He won't attain that velocity on an MLB mound, but he managed 101 mph in his spring debut, per Daryl 

Van Schouwen of the Chicago Sun-Times. Needless to say, the radar guns will be cocked when the 

ChiSox call him up. 

Shohei Ohtani, RHP, Los Angeles Angels 

Age: 23 

MLB.com Prospect Rank: 1 

ETA: 2018 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=pit&lg=all&qual=0&type=10&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
http://www.latimes.com/sports/dodgers/la-sp-dodgers-walker-buehler-prospect-20180112-story.html
http://bleacherreport.com/michael-kopech
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/whitesox/ct-spt-white-sox-michael-kopech-20180225-story.html
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2697051-the-107-mph-man-michael-kopechs-quest-to-be-the-fastest-pitcher-of-all-time
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/white-sox-kopech-gets-first-spring-start-vs-as/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/white-sox-kopech-gets-first-spring-start-vs-as/
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Shohei Ohtani didn't reach triple digits in his Cactus League debut with the Los Angeles Angels. In fact, 

his breaking balls drew the biggest reaction. 

Maybe we're cheating by calling him a prospect after five seasons of pro ball in Japan, though he's 

technically the top prospect in the game, according to MLB.com. 

Here's what we know: The 23-year-old Japanese star is capable of attaining the century mark with his 

fastball. 

He threw the fastest pitch in the history of Nippon Professional Baseball, clocked at 101.9 mph, per 

MLB.com's Chris Landers. 

Can he repeat the feat stateside, while also crushing home runs as the Halos designated hitter? Stay 

tuned. 

 

                FROM ESPN.COM       

'The best two-way player I've ever seen': First impressions of Shohei Ohtani 
 
Jerry Crasnick 
 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- On a bright and sun-splashed day at the Los Angeles Angels' camp, the best player of his 

generation is free to hide in plain sight. 

During a recent morning at Tempe Diablo Stadium, six-time All-Star and two-time MVP Mike 

Trout bounded up the steps from the clubhouse, hung a left and took part in early stretching with his 

fellow position players about 50 feet from three dozen media members who were oblivious to his 

existence. 

The still and video cameras were all trained on Shohei Ohtani as he engaged in some idle chatter near 

the right-field line with his personal translator. Ippei Mizuhara roams the grounds while toting a black 

backpack that had taken on a sort of mystical quality, like the briefcase in "Pulp Fiction." No one knew 

precisely what it contained until Mizuhara came clean with some good-natured prompting from Grace 

McNamee, the Angels' Japanese media liaison. 

The backpack carries baseball gloves -- because you never know when an impromptu game of long-toss 

with baseball's new international sensation might break out. 

On Valentine's Day, Ohtani rolled into Tempe with his boundless talent, effortless charisma and an 

ambitious agenda. He's going to pitch in a six-man rotation for the Angels and moonlight as a designated 

hitter when manager Mike Scioscia sees fit. He was already ticketed for the same scrutiny as Ichiro 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2016/09/13/201133026/shohei-ohtani-threw-the-fastest-pitch-in-npb-history
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4570/ichiro-suzuki
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Suzuki, Hideki Matsui and Yu Darvish when they came stateside, and the dual nature of his endeavor 

adds an entirely new level of intrigue. 

"He's trying to pitch and hit. That's pretty unique in its own right," said Angels second baseman Ian 

Kinsler, who played with Darvish in Texas. "Other than that, it's just a pretty normal Japanese superstar 

coming over to America to play baseball." 

From the moment Ohtani unpacked his duffel bag in the home clubhouse, the acclimation process has 

been dotted with small signposts. He took his first round of batting practice on a back field in the rain, 

then elicited gasps and high-fives from teammates a few days later by sending balls to the nether 

regions of Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

Ohtani the pitcher struggled with fastball command while recording only four outs on 31 pitches in his 

Cactus League debut Saturday against the Milwaukee Brewers. After the game, a Japanese TV crew 

corralled American reporters, handed them large sheets of construction paper and a marker, and asked 

them to rate the performance on a scale of zero to 100. 

Ohtani singled and walked twice in his DH debut against San Diego two days later and followed up with 

an 0-for-3 vs. Colorado. Writers dutifully mentioned that he slid into second base without incident on a 

fielder's choice, and his equipment choices were rife for dissection. Why was he wearing both an elbow 

pad and a shin guard? (He's done it since high school, he explained.) Why did he don a protective glove 

similar to the one used by Trout while running the bases? (Because the Angels suggested it.) 

Ohtani is extremely guarded in his group media sessions, so Scioscia is entrusted with the bulk of the 

heavy lifting in his dual briefings with the U.S. and Japanese media each morning. On a given day, 

Scioscia might discuss Zack Cozart's transition from shortstop to third base or the flexibility of his new-

look lineup, then spend six to eight minutes on Ohtani-related minutiae. 

"For me it's an extra 10 minutes a day, and our players haven't missed a beat," Scioscia said. "No 

distractions. Guys are getting their work in, so it hasn't changed that much, to be honest with you." 

Scioscia gamely soldiers on, but he'll occasionally sneak a peek toward the infield, with the wistful look 

of a man who would rather be working with the catchers on ball-blocking drills. 

Scouts who followed Ohtani during his tenure with the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters talk about his 

transition to a slightly bigger baseball, the challenge of longer road trips across time zones and the other 

small adjustments he'll encounter in Anaheim. In Japan, batting practice pitchers stand on the mound 

and throw at a deliberate pace. The first time Ohtani stepped in the box at Angels camp, a coach stood 

45 feet away and pumped in offerings at a rapid-fire pace. When Ohtani was pitching for the Fighters, 

the rules allowed him to leave the dugout with two outs while his team was at bat and begin limbering 

up in anticipation of his next inning. He won't have that luxury in the U.S. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4570/ichiro-suzuki
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32055/yu-darvish
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mil/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30466/zack-cozart
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It's too soon to form definitive judgments, but the early take that Ohtani has a higher ceiling as a pitcher 

than a hitter seems to be holding true to form. His velocity doesn't quite play up to his radar gun 

readings of 93-97 mph because his fastball is a little flat. But he has a healthy assortment of secondary 

pitches, a feel for the craft and plenty of athleticism. 

"He's going to be a No. 1 starter for sure," said a National League scout. "For me, I would just leave him 

as a starting pitcher. But the Angels had to tell him what he wanted to hear to get him, I'm sure. 

"I figure he might win 12-15 games this year. I don't see him blazing through this league right away. His 

fastball is pretty straight, and if you throw straight fastballs, these guys over here can hit anything. He's 

probably going to wind up pitching like Darvish, with a lot of breaking balls. As time goes along, I think 

he'll make the adjustments he needs to make." 

Even the scouts who rave about Ohtani's work ethic and ability have concerns about the magnitude of 

his undertaking. He has a long swing that will require some maintenance, and his schedule could 

complicate his efforts to stay sharp as a hitter. If he's pitching on a Monday, he'll take the next day off, 

serve as the Angels' DH on Wednesday and Thursday, throw a bullpen side session Friday, take another 

day off, then pitch again on Sunday. The Angels will continue to tinker with the routine as camp 

progresses. 

"He knows what he's doing at the plate and he might be able to beat up on Nos. 3, 4 and 5 starters," the 

scout said. But if Ohtani is locked into a schedule, it's a coin flip which starter he'll be facing when he's in 

the lineup. 

"He's the best two-way player I've ever seen, and he's smart and competitive," said an American League 

talent evaluator. "It's not a reach that he can do both. But the time and length of the season will be the 

real challenge. It's a lot to ask for someone to meet that challenge." 

Ohtani approaches his quest with discipline and tunnel vision. In his homeland of Japan, he either lived 

with his parents or in a dorm with the other players on the Fighters' roster. He comes across as modest, 

somewhat shy and deferential to his established teammates even as he pursues a course none of them 

has ever contemplated. 

His fellow Angels reached out early in camp and invited him on a golf outing and played pickup hoops 

with him. They found he's easily approachable and thoroughly invested in the team. 

"He's cool," reliever Blake Parkersaid. "He's a laid-back, humble guy, and that makes it easier. This can 

be overwhelming at times when you're 'the guy' and it's all eyes on you. But he's handling it well. He 

doesn't want to be 'Shohei Ohtani, the Japanese Babe Ruth.' He just wants to be a regular guy who's 

part of the team and is treated like everybody else." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30517/blake-parker
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Best of luck with that. As an international superstar trying to do something historic, Ohtani is anything 

but regular. And no matter how trivial the day's activities might be, he can rest assured someone will be 

watching. 

                FROM SBNATION       

Justin Upton thinks the time of courting free agents is over 

By Marc Normandin 

Justin Upton managed to avoid the free agent market this offseason by signing an extension with the 

Angels at the literal first opportunity following the World Series. It turns out there’s a reason he was in 

no rush to spend the rest of his fall and winter negotiating, and it was the way he was treated on free 

agency the last time he was there 

Upton, speaking to Pedro Moura at The Athletic, detailed how the days of teams courting free agents 

are over, replaced by what is basically front offices calling players to tell them they’re not any good at 

baseball and that’s why they should sign for these smaller deals. 

Teams want to call and downgrade you as much as they possibly can to sign you for cheaper. That’s not 

what free agency is about. Free agency is about finding a team that matches you. It’s weird. I remember, 

when my brother was a free agent, he went and visited teams. This was before ’13, three seasons before 

I was a free agent. He met with teams at their stadiums. They put him on their scoreboard. They were 

courting players. Now, all of the sudden, you’re telling players how bad they are and how little money 

you’re gonna give them. It’s not right. 

Upton went on to explain that, following a season in which he hit despite Petco Park’s limitations, 

capping a five-year run where he posted a 126 OPS+, he had “somewhere between seven and 10 teams” 

call him to offer a one-year deal when he hit free agency. 

Upton says the sabermetrics has a lot to do with this, and makes sure to point out he doesn’t mean that 

as a negative — put down your torches and pitchforks, nerds, they’re not needed here. But it’s more 

that front offices have figured out exactly what they want to spend in large part due to how 

sabermetrics have influenced their thinking, and they’re not willing to move off of their prices and 

actually seek a player out like they used to. 

Or, as Upton put it: “There’s no piece of paper with, ‘Do you love me? Yes or No?’ written on it being slid 

your way. It’s like, ‘I’m going to prom if you’re going.’” 

This isn’t even exactly new — the only thing “new” about it, historically, is just how unsubtly cutthroat 

the teams are being about it, maybe — but it’s fascinating to see Upton discussing it, especially given 

how this offseason has gone for many free agents and Upton’s immediate decision not to partake in free 

agency this time around. Give the whole interview a read. 

https://theathletic.com/258678/2018/03/01/a-conversation-with-the-angels-justin-upton-on-hitting-stats-and-the-end-of-free-agent-courting/
https://theathletic.com/258678/2018/03/01/a-conversation-with-the-angels-justin-upton-on-hitting-stats-and-the-end-of-free-agent-courting/
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                FROM NBCSPORTS.COM      

Justin Upton: “Teams don’t value players as people anymore.” 

By Bill Baer 

Back in November, the Angels and Justin Upton agreed on a five-year, $106 million contract extension. 

For a while, he was an anomaly as his free agent peers went deep into the offseason without a 

contract. J.D. Martinez was able to ink a similar contract with the Red Sox recently and Eric Hosmer 

signed an eight-year, $144 million contract with the Padres in mid-February. Prior to his current 

contract, Upton had a six-year, $132.75 million contract with the Tigers, signed in January 2016. 

Upton spoke with Pedro Moura of The Athletic about, among other things, his experience as a free 

agent two years ago and the free agent market now. He was very honest and some of the details he 

shares don’t paint the owners across baseball in a good light. 

When he was a free agent after the 2015 season, Upton says teams called him and instead of trying to 

court him, they listed all of his negative attributes like his defense. He also said that, “I had a stretch in 

free agency where, within a week, every team called and offered me a one-year deal. After eight years 

of pretty good baseball. In my mind, that’s really, really, really sketchy and weird.” Moura asked him to 

clarify and Upton said between seven and 10 teams did that. 

Upton, born in August 1987, was 28 years old when he was a free agent. He was coming off of a season 

in which he had a .790 OPS and 26 home runs in the very pitcher-friendly confines of Petco Park and had 

a career .825 OPS to that point. According to Baseball Reference, he had accrued over 25 Wins Above 

Replacement between his 2008-15 seasons, an average of over three WAR per season. There’s always a 

market for that kind of player and it just coincidentally collapsed with every team acting in a similar 

fashion all of a sudden. 

“Teams don’t value players as people anymore,” Upton said. “They value them as a number on a sheet 

of paper.” That, too, rings true as every team in baseball now has an analytics department. Front offices 

have run the numbers and are shying away from signing free agents to long, expensive contracts. 

They’re choosing to sign their young players to contract extensions that prevent them from reaching 

free agency until, in many cases, their early 30’s. Upton also expressed as much. “I’m not saying this in a 

negative way at all, but when Sabermetrics came into the game and guys became stats, this was 

coming,” he said. 

Needless to say, Upton is a sharp guy and is pretty well aware of the labor issues within Major League 

Baseball. The whole interview with Moura is worth a read, so go check it out at The Athletic. 

 

 

http://mlb.nbcsports.com/2017/11/02/angels-and-justin-upton-agree-on-a-five-year-contract-extension/
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http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/6411/jd-martinez
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         FROM LARRY BROWN SPORTS     

Justin Upton reveals ‘sketchy’ free agent experience 

By Darryn Albert 

Justin Upton signed a five-year deal to return to the Los Angeles Angels early on in the winter, but even 

he wasn’t immune to the suspect free agent market. 

In an in-depth interview with Pedro Moura of The Athletic that ran Thursday, the four-time All-Star 

outfielder discussed his bizarre free agency experience. 

“Every team wants you at their price,” he said. “I will say this, and I don’t give a f— if you write it or not: 

I had a stretch in free agency where, within a week, every team called and offered me a one-year deal. 

After eight years of pretty good baseball. In my mind, that’s really, really, really sketchy and weird. 

“It was somewhere between seven and 10 teams I heard about from my agent,” Upton continued when 

pressed further. “It’s like, a one-year deal? I feel like I’ve done pretty damn good. Maybe I should shut it 

down.” 

In the full interview, Upton further mentioned how teams would call him and tell him what he didn’t do 

well in order to justify a lower contract offer. He also discussed why he believes that the free agent-

courting process is dead. 

The 30-year-old Upton, who reached career-highs with 35 home runs and 109 RBIs last season, did re-

sign with the Angels for five years and $106 million at the start of November. But his greater point still 

remains: teams curiously played extreme hardball with the free agent class this offseason, which led to 

quality talents like Eric Hosmer and Yu Darvish not signing until February. Meanwhile, others like Jake 

Arrieta and Mike Moustakas are still looking for employment even now that it is March with Opening 

Day just a month away. 

The frigid market has created some serious bad blood between representatives from both sides, and 

now Upton is giving us an idea of just how ticked off the players themselves are at this winter’s 

developments as well. 
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