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The Athletic 
Why Yu Darvish reminds Cubs pitching coach of Greg Maddux 
By St. Patrick Mooney 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. — About that 98 mph reading spotted during Friday afternoon’s Cubs-White Sox game 
in front of a sellout crowd at Camelback Ranch and the TV audience back home in Chicago. 
 
“I think there’s something wrong with the speed gun,” Yu Darvish said through his translator, showing 
what is supposed to be a dry delivery and a sneaky sense of humor. 
 
It doesn’t really matter in a Cactus League exhibition. But imagine the possibilities if Darvish plays up in 
that velocity range, buys into the team’s game-planning system, simplifies his approach and finds a next 
level in his game. 
 
The deception led new Cubs pitching coach Jim Hickey to compare Darvish to Greg Maddux during an 
MLB Network Radio appearance last month, breaking down the six-year, $126 million deal with the star 
Japanese pitcher. 
 
“Not physically or not stuff-wise, but the [way the] ball really comes out of his hand,” Hickey explained 
in a follow-up interview. “Whether he throws five pitches or six pitches or however many pitches that he 
possesses, it’s all in that same release point, all in that same tunnel. 
 
“It kind of travels down that same lane, and then it’s got a little bit of this, and it’s got a little bit of that, 
and it’s got a little bit of that. That was very reminiscent, to me, of Greg Maddux. He had that same type 
of a thing, [with] much less octane, especially later in his career.” 
 
Maddux is obviously a Hall of Famer, the kind of baseball savant with freakish talents who may never 
come along again. But then again, the Kyle Hendricks/Maddux comparisons we once thought were a 
little silly/lazy turned out to have a grain of truth to them. 
 
It will be a gradual process, building toward facing the Miami Marlins in two weeks and embracing a 
Cubs Way of pitching that blends scouting and analytics. But Darvish handled a White Sox lineup topped 
by Yoan Moncada, Avisail Garcia and Jose Abreu, throwing five innings in a 6-3 victory. 
 
“Really impressed, just in terms of his tempered pace,” Hickey said during the opening stages of camp. 
“He knows exactly what he’s trying to accomplish. He’s not trying to impress anybody. He’s getting 
ready for the season. And he didn’t say this, but it’s almost as if watching him that he’s just got 
something to prove. I like where he’s at.” 
 
Darvish allowed one run on three hits against the White Sox, finishing with four strikeouts, two wild 
pitches and a line-drive single in the fourth inning that might have left him a little winded. The so-far, so-
good line through three Cactus League starts: 3.48 ERA, 13 strikeouts in 10.1 innings and a 1.06 WHIP. 
 
“I love the team [and having] a lot of freedom,” Darvish said after facing the Oakland A’s last weekend at 
Hohokam Stadium. “There’s room for everyone to grow. Pitching on the visitor side, [I’ve been] amazed 
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by how many fans are out there and then all those [interactions with] the players are all positive. I like 
the vibe of the whole team.” 
 
Amid the blinding sunlight at Camelback Ranch, the Cubs fans in the crowd of 13,044 chanted “Yuuuuu!” 
It’s not exactly original. Just louder. In the same way, Darvish doesn’t have to be Maddux or reinvent the 
wheel to make this a smashing success. 
 
“I heard it throughout the game,” Darvish said. “It’s bigger here with the Chicago Cubs.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Who’s in? Who’s out? Thoughts on a Cubs bullpen that could be 'as good as anyone' 
By St. Patrick Mooney 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. – Pedro Strop stood at his locker on Friday morning and pointed toward the ceiling of 
the Cubs clubhouse, mimicking his walk-off move from the mound to show how good he feels now. 
 
This bullpen looks good on paper, but that’s easy to say in Arizona, where there’s no unscripted 
moments, late-inning anxiety, or crowds of 40,000 screaming fans. But there is at least one job up for 
grabs with Justin Grimm getting released and Strop still waiting to see his first Cactus League action this 
spring. 
 
Here are eight things to keep in mind as the Cubs put the finishing touches on a roster that is largely set. 
 
1. Manager Joe Maddon can’t guarantee Strop will be ready in time for the March 29 season opener at 
Marlins Park. A sore left calf combined with an illness delayed Strop, who won’t make his first Cactus 
League appearance until sometime next week, assuming no more setbacks. Strop threw a bullpen 
session in Mesa and is optimistic by nature. But where Maddon said lefty reliever Justin Wilson (blister) 
is “for sure” on track for Opening Day, he hedged when asked about Strop: “I’m pretty sure about 
Stropy, but I’m not 100 percent.” 
 
2. Around this time last year, Dillon Maples wondered whether he would get released. But it was the 
beginning of a meteoric rise where he would go from advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach to Wrigley Field 
within five months. Before riding over to Camelback Ranch, Maddon spoke with Maples (14.29 ERA this 
spring) about the decision to option him to Triple-A Iowa and how he can get back to The Show. 
 
“He does (need more seasoning),” Maddon said before a 6-3 win over the White Sox in Glendale. “It’s 
just a matter of: ‘What does he look like out there? How is he handling the situation?’ We just talked to 
him. I liked what I just heard. I thought his assessment was very mature, self-deprecating in the sense 
that he was very honest about it. I think he learned some things this camp.” 
 
Maddon thinks Maples – who is still learning how to pitch backwards with his wipeout slider and control 
his upper-90s fastball – will benefit from working on his craft with a regular catcher. 
 
“He’s going to be here for a long time,” Maddon said. “He’s definitely getting to that point where he 
feels like he belongs here. I think he’s still in survival mode a bit. Once he gets to that point, he will stick. 
The stuff is outrageously good.” 
 
3. Maddon said the Cubs are still leaning toward an eight-man bullpen and will carry another pitcher 
besides lefty swingman Mike Montgomery who can throw multiple innings. Eddie Butler is capable of 



 

doing that and out of minor-league options. But just a gut feeling here: Butler had more momentum on 
his side last year after a change-of-scenery trade with the Colorado Rockies. It’s harder to see people 
pounding the table for Butler to make the team now. Anthony Bass is a sleeper candidate who felt 
something while throwing live batting practice on Friday – Maddon forgot what the issue was but 
insisted “he’s still in the mix.” 
 
“We are convinced we’re going to have multiple guys we feel good about (for) multiple innings,” 
Maddon said. 
 
4. Maddon feels like he has a shiny new toy in Steve Cishek, the 6-foot-6 right-hander with 121 career 
saves and a funky sidearm delivery that can really mess with right-handed hitters. 
 
“You got to put your seat belt on,” said Maddon, who leaned on Chad Bradford’s knuckles-scraping-the-
dirt deception during a 2008 World Series run with the Tampa Bay Rays. “You normally look for that slot. 
You got to figure out where that ball is coming from and really adjust your eyes. 
 
“The other big thing is to not get jumpy. They normally aren’t throwing as hard. But all this movement 
makes you want to pick it up. You got to like resist the urge to be quick with your body. 
 
“Let the ball get there and pick up this different box area that the ball is going to come out of. You don’t 
see a lot of it and then it becomes more cumbersome. You can hit him. There’s no question you can hit 
him. But you’ve got to adjust your vision.” 
 
5. If Cishek is on, Strop gets healthy, Carl Edwards Jr. feels refreshed, lefty Brian Duensing keeps quietly 
doing his job and Wilson gets comfortable – after being a major trade-deadline disappointment last year 
– the Cubs should have enough insurance against Brandon Morrow’s injury history and heavy usage as 
Kenley Jansen’s setup guy (14 of 15 playoff games with the Los Angeles Dodgers last fall). 
 
“They’ve already said that they would like to control the workload,” Morrow said. “As closer, you’re able 
to do that a little bit more, just throwing the ninth inning and knowing you’re going to be in that spot, 
not going multiple (innings) or more than three-out saves. It’s definitely a more controllable role.” 
 
6. The bullpen should also be feeling the effects from what might be the best Cubs rotation of The 
Maddon Era – Jon Lester bouncing back, Kyle Hendricks a year older, Yu Darvish finding another level, a 
full season of Jose Quintana and Tyler Chatwood escaping Coors Field. 
 
“[This bullpen] could be as good as anyone,” Strop said. “If you’re looking at the 30 teams [for] the best 
bullpen, you got to include the Cubs. If we stay healthy, it’s going to be huge for us. Everybody can close 
a game in here. You don’t need to be pitching three times in a row or stuff like that. 
 
“We’re going to be pitching fresh. The thing for us is going to be our rotation. Our rotation is really, 
really good. I’m pretty sure those guys are going to be throwing seven innings every time. There’s going 
to be a time where we’re going to be asking for innings: ‘Hey, man, I didn’t pitch.’ But that’s good. 
Hopefully, we stay healthy and we can do our thing.” 
 
7. Theo Epstein’s front office won’t stop searching for relief help and fixing the bullpen on the fly. A big 
acquisition like free-agent All-Star closer Greg Holland doesn’t appear to be on the radar at this point, 
because the Cubs want to wait and see what roster problems arise and save their money for the trade 
deadline. Unearthing the next Clayton Richard or Trevor Cahill wouldn’t be a surprise. Lefty Drew Smyly 
– who is recovering from Tommy John surgery – could also be an X-factor in the second half. 
 



 

8. Between saying goodbye to “The Grimm Reaper” and Jake Arrieta wearing a Philadelphia Phillies 
uniform, the Cubs now have only 14 players remaining from their active 2016 World Series roster, and 
five pitchers left from that 11-man staff. 
 
Strop is the overlooked piece in that Arrieta trade with the Baltimore Orioles. Since the middle of the 
2013 season, Strop has made 301 appearances in a Cubs uniform (2.72 ERA), performed in seven playoff 
series and infused the clubhouse with positive energy and daily enthusiasm. Strop got along with Grimm 
and Hector Rondon – and really almost anyone in his path. 
 
“It’s not easy, but I also know that this is a business, and this is the way it goes,” Strop said, reacting to 
the Grimm news. “Hopefully not, but one time it’s going to be me. I hope to retire here whenever I’m 
done playing, but this is a business.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Maddon not masking excitement about 'pen 
By Carrie O’Muskat 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. -- You've heard about the Cubs' talented rotation. They also may have one of the best 
bullpens ever, manager Joe Maddon says. 
 
"Outstanding," Maddon said Friday when asked about how good this group of relievers is. "You've got 
Brandon Morrow's coming-out party, first time as a closer, but he's definitely got the ability to do that. 
Beyond that, we have previous closers. ... Everybody out there will be considered an even or ahead [in 
the game] type guy." 
 
The Cubs most likely will carry 13 pitchers, although that could change. On Thursday, they released 
right-hander Justin Grimm and on Friday, Dillon Maples was optioned to Triple-A Iowa. That leaves 18 
pitchers still in camp. The list includes the five starters -- Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks, Yu Darvish, Jose 
Quintana and Tyler Chatwood -- plus Morrow. 
 
Also set are relievers Steve Cishek, Brian Duensing, Carl Edwards Jr., Mike Montgomery, Pedro Strop and 
Justin Wilson. Strop has not pitched in a Cactus League game yet because of a left calf injury and illness, 
but he's expected to be ready by Opening Day. 
 
If the Cubs go with 13 pitchers, that means there's one opening in the bullpen. The candidates include 
Eddie Butler, Randy Rosario and Shae Simmons, and non-roster invitees Anthony Bass, Justin Hancock 
and Kyle Ryan. Both Bass and Simmons have been slowed by minor injuries that may affect their 
chances. 
 
Grimm's departure was a surprise. Maddon said they liked the potential combination of the other 
relievers and wanted to make the move now to give the right-hander a chance to find another team. 
 
"Looking at the entirety of all the different pitchers, we thought taking him down to the last day 
would've been inappropriate," Maddon said. "This will give him a chance to catch on with somebody. 
I've been in his position before with guys you like a lot who have done great service and you're on the 
fence with. If you wait too long, this guy will have a much more difficult chance getting a job. 
 
"I totally believe he will land somewhere and get a chance to play and pitch a lot this year." 
 



 

What about the other candidates? 
 
"I like the way [Rosario] has been throwing, and Eddie Butler has been throwing extremely well," 
Maddon said. "Bass has been hurt but is throwing well. [Hancock] has a lightning bolt for an arm -- this 
guy is intriguing for me. I didn't know him from anybody. The first pitch he threw, I was like, 'What is 
that?' ... There's some vey good candidates." 
 
Hancock struck out three of the four batters he faced on Friday in the Cubs' 6-3 win over the White Sox 
and picked up a save. 
 
Last season, Cubs relievers posted a 3.80 ERA, fourth best in the National League. Can they do better 
this year? 
 
"If you look at the 30 teams, the teams with the best bullpens, you have to include the Cubs," Strop said. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Yes, Yu Can! Righty in disbelief at 98 on radar 
By Carrie O’Muskat 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. -- Can Yu Darvish throw 98-mph fastballs? That's what the radar gun at Camelback 
Ranch showed on Friday during the right-hander's outing in the Cubs' 6-3 win over the White Sox. 
 
"I think there's something wrong with the speed gun," Darvish said. 
 
There was nothing wrong with his outing, Darvish's third this spring. He gave up one run on three hits 
over five innings, striking out four. He also contributed a single in the Cubs' four-run fourth inning. 
 
"My swing speed is generally slow," Darvish said, "but the slider happened to be there and I hit the ball." 
 
Playing full-time in the National League will mean much more hitting and baserunning than Darvish did 
with the Rangers. He enters the season with four hits in 31 at-bats in his career, and 17 of those at-bats 
came in nine games last season with the Dodgers. 
 
"Obviously [I have to get use to baserunning], but I'd rather walk home than run home so I'll practice 
that," Darvish said. 
 
He was greeted by a chorus of "Yuuuu" from the Cubs fans in the sellout crowd of 13,044. Darvish also 
heard that from the crowd while pitching for the Rangers and the Dodgers. 
 
"I think it's bigger here with the Chicago Cubs," he said. 
 
As for his outing, Darvish said he felt strong in the first three innings, then got a little "sloppy." 
 
"I have to keep up the consistency," he said. "The velocity was up there in the first three and the fourth 
inning, but it went down in the fifth inning. That's what I'll keep working on." 
 
He got some help from catcher Willson Contreras, who led off the fourth with a home run. Efren 
Navarro then doubled and one out later, Mike Freeman homered for a 3-0 Cubs lead. 
 



 

-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs trim roster, optioning Maples, Zagunis 
By Carrie O’Muskat 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. -- As the Cubs whittle down the spring camp roster to the final 25 for Opening Day, they 
have to consider which players still have options remaining. 
 
Cubs players who are out of options include first baseman Efren Navarro and pitchers Mike 
Montgomery and Eddie Butler. The Cubs most likely will carry eight relievers, and Montgomery is set. On 
Thursday, the Cubs released Justin Grimm, who was out of options, which could create an opening for 
Butler in the bullpen. 
 
Players with one option remaining include infielders Tommy La Stella and Mike Freeman, and pitchers 
Carl Edwards Jr., Alec Mills, Dario Alvarez, Cory Mazzoni, Kyle Ryan and Randy Rosario. 
 
Players on a 40-man roster are given three Minor League options. An option allows that player to be 
sent to the Minor Leagues without first being subjected to waivers. When a player is optioned to the 
Minors for a span of more than 20 days, he loses an option. 
 
• Dillon Maples and Mark Zagunis were both optioned to Triple-A Iowa on Friday. Maples made his 
Major League debut last September, appearing in six games. 
 
"I think he learned some things this camp," Maddon said. "He's the kind of guy we have to have a 
specific plan with. Maybe when he gets more consistent catching, meaning the same guys, you'll 
probably see a better result. I like where he's headed." 
 
A top prospect (No. 13 for the Cubs) who was a 14th-round pick in 2011, Maples seemed much more 
relaxed in camp this year. 
 
"The conversation we had a couple hours ago was impossible last year at the same time," Maddon said. 
"He's definitely arriving at that point where he feels he belongs here. I think he's still in survival mode a 
little. His stuff is outrageously good. He's come through quickly, but when he gets here, he'll stay for a 
long time." 
 
Injury updates 
 
• Second baseman Javier Baez, sidelined since March 8 because of a sore left hamstring, was expected 
back in the Cubs' lineup Saturday and Sunday in the split-squad games in Mesa, Ariz. 
 
• Reliever Pedro Strop, who has been slowed because of a tender left calf, threw a bullpen session on 
Friday and needs to have a live batting-practice session before he gets into a game. Strop's comeback 
was slowed when he became ill. 
 
• Lefty reliever Justin Wilson has been dealing with a blister, but was able to pitch one inning on 
Wednesday against the Royals. 
 
Butterfield not lacking in jerseys 
 



 

Cubs third-base coach Brian Butterfield is a man of many talents, and apparently, several nicknames, 
too. The Cubs have made sure Butterfield has a jersey to match each of his monikers. 
 
There's a jersey that says "Butterfield," of course, but also a "Butter-Field" shirt, one that says "BT 
Hustle" and another that's butter in Spanish, "Mantequilla." 
 
Maddon came up with them. 
 
"I like hyphenated last names, like Julia Louis-Dreyfus," Maddon said. "I dig the hyphenated last name. I 
think it stands out. It's more difficult autograph wise." 
 
The "BT Hustle" stands for "Big Time Hustle." That also is a favorite. 
 
"I don't want to let that one die either," Maddon said. 
 
Camp battle  
 
With less than two weeks remaining in Spring Training, the Cubs still have to decide who will back up 
catcher Willson Contreras. On Thursday, Victor Caratini was behind the plate to catch Kyle Hendricks, 
who complimented the young catcher. The decision may come down to whether the Cubs want Caratini 
to play every day at Triple-A Iowa or prefer a veteran in Chris Gimenez. 
 
Up next: The Cubs have split-squad games this weekend, with half the team headed to Las Vegas and 
the other half playing games at Sloan Park in Mesa. On Saturday, Jose Quintana will start in Las Vegas 
(6:05 p.m. CT on MLB.TV) while Butler starts in Mesa against a split-squad Indians team at 3:05 CT on 
MLB.TV. Saturday's game in Las Vegas will be televised on WGN-TV. 
 
On Sunday, Tyler Chatwood will start in Mesa against the Royals and Rob Zastryzny will face the Indians 
in Las Vegas. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Yu Darvish gets a taste of hitting and baserunning against White Sox 
By Mark O’Gonzales 
 
With his first regular-season start for the Cubs two weeks away, Yu Darvish got the opportunity to bat 
Friday in an American League park. 
 
Darvish struck out trying to bunt in his first at-bat but singled to right field in the fourth inning against 
hard-throwing Reynaldo Lopez of the White Sox. 
 
Another adventure involved Darvish running from first to third base on an Ian Happ double after his 
single. 
 
“I wasn’t expecting to run bases,” said Darvish, who spent his first 5½ seasons with the Rangers in the 
AL, which employs the designated hitter. “So something unexpected happened, but it is spring training. 
So that’s what happens. 
 
“I’d rather walk home than run home, so I’ll practice that.” 
 



 

Other than the offensive aspects, his transition to the Cubs continues to move smoothly for Darvish, 
who is getting acclimated to his new team and prized catcher Willson Contreras, who smacked a home 
run to ignite a four-run fourth that propelled the Cubs to a 6-3 victory at Camelback Ranch. 
 
“He’s great,” Darvish said. “I really like him, especially during the fourth and fifth innings when I threw a 
lot of one-bouncers. I was worried if he’s hurt or not, or if he dislikes me because I threw so many (one-
bouncers).” 
 
Darvish threw his second wild pitch in the fifth, allowing Welington Castillo to score the Sox’s first run. 
Darvish expressed some amusement when he learned that his fastball was clocked as high as 98 mph. 
 
“I think there’s something wrong with the speed gun,” Darvish joked after striking out four and 
scattering three hits in five innings. 
 
Spread the nicknames: New third base coach Brian Butterfield was forthcoming in his introduction to 
Cubs players, and manager Joe Maddon took advantage. 
 
Butterfield revealed that one of his nicknames is “Mantequilla,” which is Spanish for butter. So Maddon 
orchestrated the printing of a jersey for Butterfield with that nickname on the back. 
 
Other nicknames that have been displayed are “BT Hustle,” which Maddon said stands for “big time 
hustle,” and Butter-field. 
 
“I dig the hyphenated last name,” said Maddon, a big fan of actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus. “I think we 
should utilize it more often. It stands out. It’s more difficult autograph-wise, but other than that, it 
plays.” 
 
Going down: The Cubs’ spring training roster was trimmed to 37 Friday when reliever Dillon Maples and 
outfielder Mark Zagunis were optioned to Triple-A Iowa. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs like the way their bullpen is coming together 
By Mark O’Gonzales 
 
Pedro Strop glanced in the direction of the lockers Hector Rondon and Justin Grimm once occupied and 
assessed their departures. 
 
“It’s not easy, but I also know it’s a business and this is the way it goes,” Strop said Friday. “And 
hopefully not, but one time it’s going to be me. I wish to retire here when I’m done playing. It’s a 
business. If it happens, it happens.” 
 
The Cubs were all business regarding the retooling of a well-worked bullpen that includes the additions 
of closer Brandon Morrow and sidearmer Steve Cishek and created an opening for Brandon Hancock, 
Eddie Butler, Anthony Bass or left-hander Randy Rosario after Thursday’s release of Grimm, who had 
been a member of the last three playoff teams. 
 
“Our bullpen can be as good as anyone’s,” Strop said. “If you look at the 30 teams and see the teams 
with the best bullpens, you have to include the Cubs. If we stay healthy, it’s going to be huge for us.” 
 



 

Health has played a major factor in the preparation of the returnees. Strop has appeared in 65 or more 
games in three of the last four seasons, but he has yet to pitch this spring because of a left calf injury 
and flulike symptoms. 
 
The Cubs are looking closely at other candidates, although they expect left-hander Justin Wilson (finger 
blister) and Strop to be ready for the March 29 opener against the Marlins in Miami. 
 
The Cubs have been mindful of grooming their relievers gradually, from Morrow (who pitched in all 
seven games of the 2017 World Series with the Dodgers) to Carl Edwards Jr., who made 73 appearances 
in his first full major-league season last year. 
 
“I feel much better, with more energy and more relaxed,” said Edwards, who has struck out six and 
allowed only two hits in five innings this spring. “There was so much going on after (2016). We barely 
had a chance to take a break. I had enough time off this offseason to get my body back to normal and 
start feeling normal.” 
 
Butler, who made 11 starts for the Cubs in 2017, will start Saturday’s split-squad game against the 
Indians at Sloan Park. Manager Joe Maddon, who is leaning toward carrying another long reliever to 
complement left-hander Mike Montgomery, will stay in Mesa to watch Butler rather than go to Las 
Vegas for the game there. 
 
“Eddie definitely fits into that mold,” Maddon said. “There are days off, but you’re in protect mode too. 
We’re going to have more than one guy who can do that.” 
 
Butler is out of minor-league options, so the Cubs would have to carry him or risk losing him to waivers. 
 
Keeping a second long reliever virtually assures the Cubs would carry 13 pitchers to open the season. 
 
In the last two seasons, the Cubs have acquired closer Aroldis Chapman and Wilson in deadline deals in 
an effort to solidify their bullpen. Maddon described the potential of his current crew as “outstanding,” 
but their usage and performance in the first half could dictate how aggressive the team is at midseason. 
 
The Cubs needed bullpen reinforcements after throwing 559 innings in 2017 — 88 1/3 more than 2016. 
 
“To try to describe how good of a bullpen we have, I don’t think anyone is afraid of shutting those 
doors,” Strop said. “I’m pretty sure we have a set closer. But the way I said it, it describes how good of a 
bullpen we have.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs send reliever Dillon Maples, outfielder Mark Zagunis to Triple A 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon is confident that reliever Dillon Maples will join the Cubs at some point. 
 
But Maples and outfielder Mark Zagunis were optioned to Triple-A Iowa for more seasoning before 
Friday’s game against the White Sox at Camelback Ranch. 
 
Maddon was impressed that Maples, 25, took the demotion in stride. 
 



 

“I thought his assessment was very mature, self-deprecating in a sense, where he was very honest about 
it,” Maddon said. “That was good. I think he learned something this camp. We just have to make sure 
he’s the type of guy we have to have a specific plan with, and when he gets more consistent catching 
the same guys, you’ll probably see a better result.” 
 
Maples made the climb from Class A Daytona Beach to the majors last season, striking out 11 in 5 1/3 
innings during a September promotion. But he allowed six earned runs, nine hits and six walks in 5 2/3 
innings this spring. 
 
“It’s going to happen,” Maddon said of an eventual promotion. “He’s going to be here for a long time. 
He’s still learning his craft. He’s definitely getting to that point where he feels like he’s a belongs-here 
type of guy. He’s still in survival mode a bit. Once he gets to that point, his stuff will stick. His stuff is 
outrageously good.” 
 
Maddon said part of the reason the Cubs released reliever Justin Grimm with two weeks left in spring 
training was to enhance his chances of landing with another team. 
 
“Looking at the entirety of the different pitchers we’ve thought about, taking (Grimm) down to the last 
day would have been inappropriate,” Maddon said. “This should give him a chance to catch on with 
somebody else. I’ve been in this position with guys. You wait too long, this guy will have a more difficult 
time just getting a job.” 
 
Maddon thought Grimm’s resurgence in August and September of 2016 would have put him in a more 
secure spot in 2017, but he posted a 5.53 ERA in 50 appearances, then allowed two home runs in four 
innings this spring. 
 
“The velocity never wanted to stay at this level, and the home run was biting him,” Maddon said. “He’s a 
great guy, very entertaining and a big part of our clubhouse culture. But at some point you have to move 
on. 
 
“I totally believe he’ll land somewhere and get a chance to pitch a lot. Maybe a different voice will help 
him.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs — a man down in ’pen after releasing Justin Grimm — have decision to make 
By Steve Green-berg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The morning after the Cubs released veteran reliever Justin Grimm, 25-year-old Dillon 
Maples spoke quietly at his locker about the possibility of filling the only vacancy in the team’s bullpen. 
 
“I’m just trying to go day by day, the same approach as last year, and I’m sticking with that,” he said. “I 
know if I continue to stay with that approach, I’ll be in a good spot.” 
 
No more than three hours later, Maples was informed that he’d been optioned to Class AAA Iowa, along 
with outfielder Mark Zagunis, trimming the spring roster to 37. 
 
Will Eddie Butler, who started 11 games for the Cubs last season, win a spot in the bullpen after Justin 
Grimm's release? 
 



 

That takes a very promising young pitcher, who was a September call-up in 2017 — and in 
Class A ball the year before that — out of the equation for now. Fans at Wrigley Field will have to wait to 
get another look at Maples’ “outrageously good” stuff, as manager Joe Maddon put it. 
 
“It’s going to happen,” Maddon said. “He’s going to be here for a long time. He’s still learning his craft.” 
 
So, who’s No. 8? 
 
Lefty Randy Rosario, only 23 but with a taste of big-league experience last season with the Twins, has 
been impressive. So has righty Justin Hancock, who is 27 and in his eighth season of pro ball, all in the 
minors. 
 
“I’m not too worried about it,” Hancock said. “If it’s my time, it’s my time.” 
 
Hancock was an unknown to Maddon before camp, but the manager has taken notice. 
 
“He’s got a lightning bolt for an arm,” Maddon said. “This guy is really intriguing to me.” 
 
Another option is Eddie Butler, who made 11 starts for the Cubs last season and could offer them 
something along the lines of Mike Montgomery-style flexibility from the right side. 
 
Meanwhile, Grimm is missed already inside the Cubs’ clubhouse. Maples said Grimm was the teammate 
who went out of his way to make him comfortable after his call-up. Maddon called Grimm a “great guy.” 
 
Pedro Strop was bummed about not only Grimm’s departure, but also Hector Rondon’s. Those were 
Strop’s guys. He called Grimm’s release “tough” news. 
 
“Every time I got here,” Strop said, “I looked to his locker. I’m always screaming at him. It became part 
of my routine. 
 
“That’s two big pieces I’ve seen leaving, Rondon and him, my two buddies. It’s not easy, but I also know 
this is a business and this is the way it goes. And hopefully not, but one time it’s going to be me. I mean, 
hopefully not. I wish to retire here whenever I’m done playing. But it’s a business.” 
 
Will it be Rosario who claims that final bullpen spot? Hancock? Butler? Someone else — maybe even 
free agent Greg Holland, who’s still out there and available? 
 
Whoever it is will join a bullpen that appears to be otherwise stacked. 
 
“It can be as good as anyone’s,” Strop said. “If you look at the 30 teams and see who have the best 
bullpens, you’ve got to include the Cubs, man.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs great Billy Williams: Turning 80 and already in heaven — at spring training 
By Steve Green-berg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Billy Williams stood Friday morning at a batting cage on a practice field at the Cubs’ 
spring-training complex, watching one minor-leaguer after another hit the baseball. The ‘‘thwacks’’ 
never get old. 



 

 
‘‘I love the horsehide hitting ash,’’ Williams said. ‘‘I’ve loved it all my life.’’ 
 
A long, wonderful life it has been. The Hall of Famer indeed has gotten old. He will turn 80 in June. 
 
‘‘How time flies,’’ Williams said. ‘‘It seems like just yesterday I was 18 years old and signing a 
professional contract to go to Ponca City, Oklahoma. Sometimes I can’t believe it.’’ 
 
As far as Williams is concerned, he already has gone to heaven — again. Spring training is his favorite 
time of year and favorite place to be. The weather agrees with him, of course, but it’s really about 
baseball and a sense of renewal. It’s more than a little nice to don a Cubs uniform, too. 
 
‘‘I’m not breaking any records moving around, but this makes me feel young,’’ he said. 
 
Williams doesn’t miss the question he has heard more than any other out here through the years: Are 
the Cubs going to win a World Series before I die? 
 
But he does miss Ernie Banks. He misses Ron Santo. And he misses former teammates who are still, 
thankfully, among the living: Fergie Jenkins, Glenn Beckert, Don Kessinger. Williams mentioned them all 
after plopping down in a chair to give his bones a rest. 
 
‘‘I think about them out here all the time,’’ he said. ‘‘I think about all those individuals who tried so hard 
to bring a pennant to Chicago. And we didn’t do it, but some of us still got a chance to celebrate.’’ 
 
Williams never could replace those old pals and wouldn’t want to, but he has made a few new ones 
along the way, too. Such as Addison Russell, to name one. When Russell first appeared in Cubs camp, 
Williams approached the native of Pensacola, Florida, and assured him that because he grew up only 60 
miles or so from Mobile, Alabama — home of Hank Aaron, Willie McCovey and the sweet-swinging 
Williams himself — he was certain to become a clutch hitter. 
 
‘‘I told him the water flowed from Mobile to Pensacola and carried good hitting in it,’’ Williams recalled 
with a laugh. 
 
A year ago, Williams walked up to a then-little-known Ian Happ and said: ‘‘I hear a lot of talk about you. 
They say you’re a good baseball player. Are you?’’ 
 
Happ replied, ‘‘Yeah, I’m that good.’’ They liked each other instantly. 
 
This week, Williams asked Happ if he remembered that conversation. The answer was, of course, yes. 
 
‘‘Because I know now,’’ Williams told him. ‘‘You are that good. And you’re going to be even better.’’ 
 
Williams is convinced the Cubs will win another World Series in his lifetime, but what invigorates him 
out here isn’t the way Cubs spring training has turned into a massive celebration of a rock-star team; it’s 
that next prospect who’s coming along. Williams wants to see him with his own eyes. 
 
‘‘I want to see the young guys play,’’ he said. ‘‘I want to see them progress. Because I used to be where 
they are.’’ 
 
It was a long time ago. 
 



 

‘‘I’m happy about being in Arizona,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m happy about just moving around. I’m happy about 
being anywhere at this time because a lot of guys my age, they can’t hardly move around. 
 
‘‘I’m so blessed to have my strength to walk around here and do some things. The age is just a number, I 
suppose.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Yu Darvish goes strong five innings in 6-3 victory against White Sox 
By Steve Green-berg 
 
GLENDALE, Ariz. — Some notes from the Cubs’ 6-3 victory over the White Sox on Friday at Camelback 
Ranch: 
 
All Yu’s got 
 
Friday was about a Cubs-Sox get-together — always a lovely time, right? — but also very much about Yu 
Darvish, who was terrific in a five-inning stint at Camelback Ranch. Darvish allowed a run, walked one, 
struck out four and looked strong from his first pitch to his 63rd and final one. 
 
Some other Darvish details: 
 
He looked like a big-time athlete as he motored to the bag on a pair of 3-1 groundouts to first baseman 
Efren Navarro. 
 
He couldn’t get a bunt down in a sacrifice situation. His first attempt dribbled foul down the first-base 
line. After letting a called strike go by, he bunted one right into the dirt behind home plate for an out. 
 
In his next at-bat, though, Darvish lined an opposite-field base hit off Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez. He 
then barely jogged to third base — he easily could’ve scored — on Ian Happ’s double into the right-field 
corner. 
 
Not a good play: Darvish didn’t run hard enough to cover home plate on a wild pitch. Catcher Willson 
Contreras’ throw was in time to prevent the Sox’ first run, but Darvish just plain didn’t get there. 
 
Good hitter, good sport 
 
Contreras crushed a long home run to left and nearly went the other way for a second homer, but it was 
caught at the wall. Contreras held his helmet aloft in salute to right fielder Avisail Garcia. 
 
It was worth it 
 
Albert Almora Jr. robbed Sox slugger Jose Abreu with a diving catch in center field, rose to his feet and 
doubled Garcia off second base. Almora then spent some time flexing his glove hand, but he remained in 
the game. 
 
On deck 
 
Split-squad games: 
 



 

Cubs vs. Indians, Mesa, Eddie Butler vs. Trevor Bauer, 3:05 p.m., Saturday, cubs.com audio. 
 
Cubs vs. Indians, Las Vegas, Jose Quintana vs. Ryan Merritt, 6:05 p.m., Saturday, Ch. 9. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Under Maddon, versatility key to Chicago Cubs bench 
By Bruce O’Miles 
 
The Cubs won't have to wait long to use the designated hitter in regular-season play. 
 
The place should bring a smile to the faces of Cubs fans: Cleveland. 
 
You remember Cleveland. The last time the Cubs were there, they were doing something quite special, 
and a young DH named Kyle Schwarber was playing a big role, going 7-for-17 as DH and pinch hitter as 
the Cubs won the World Series in seven games. 
 
It's good bet Schwarber will be the DH when the Cubs return to Cleveland for a two-game series, April 
24-25. 
 
For most of the season, though, the Cubs will play by National League rules -- the way manager Joe 
Maddon says he likes it -- and that means no DH. 
 
What it does mean is a Cubs bench that changes from day to day. In other words, everybody starts and 
everybody is a bench player on the Cubs. 
 
There will be some constants. Willson Contreras will get most of the starts at catcher, and Anthony Rizzo 
and Kris Bryant are everyday players at first base and third base, respectively. 
 
The way the Cubs' depth chart shapes up, Javier Baez is the everyday second baseman, and Addison 
Russell is the shortstop. But when Russell needs a rest, Baez can shift over to short. 
 
Maddon will face a couple of challenges this season. Veteran Ben Zobrist is a man of many positions, but 
this looks to be the year in which he gets fewer starts and has to come off the bench more. When 
Zobrist does start, he will sub for Baez at second and for Jason Heyward in right field. 
 
The other situation to watch will be in center field. Albert Almora Jr. has been the presumptive center-
fielder-in-waiting for the past two years, but Ian Happ has been tearing it up at the plate in spring 
training. If Happ wins the starting job, Almora will be the backup at all three outfield positions. 
 
The Cubs do have a couple of "true" backup players. Tommy La Stella is listed as backup to Bryant at 
third base. He also can play second and first. Last season, he had a line of .288/.389/.472 with 5 homers 
in 73 games, splitting time between the big club and Class AAA Iowa. As a pinch hitter, he reached base 
in 21 of 44 plate appearances. 
 
To back up Contreras behind the plate, the Cubs signed veteran Chris Gimenez to a minor-league 
contract with an invitation to big-league spring training. It's likely Gimenez will make the team, allowing 
catching prospect Victor Caratini to get at-bats at Class AAA Iowa. 
 
Overall last season, Cubs pinch hitters went 59-for-248 (. 238) with 5 homers. 



 

 
-- 
 
 


