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Position battles to dominate attention at D-backs' camp 
Hale has many decisions to make in first spring as skipper 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109395758/arizona-
diamondbacks-will-have-many-position-decisions-at-spring-
training 
 
PHOENIX -- Plenty of things will be different for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks as Spring Training gets underway this week. 
  
For one, the start date has changed. Pitchers and catchers report 
Thursday, two weeks later than they did last year when the D-
backs opened the regular season against the Dodgers on March 
22-23 in Sydney. 
 
In that disjointed spring, the D-backs played Spring Training 
games, flew to Australia for two regular-season contests and 
then came back to Arizona for another week of exhibition 
games. 
  
This year's camp will have a different look to it, because for the 
first time in four years it will not be run by Kirk Gibson. 
Dismissed with three games left in the season last year, Gibson 
was replaced by Chip Hale. 
  
This also will be Tony La Russa's first spring in charge of the 
baseball operations department as well as Dave Stewart's 
inaugural camp as general manager. 
  
"He'll have a huge impact," Hale said of La Russa's influence on 
the structure of camp. "I mean, we want to build the Spring 
Training out of my experiences with Bob [Melvin] and where 
I've been and [La Russa's] experiences building World Series 
champions. I want all the input I can get from him and [pitching 
consultant] Dave Duncan. I think I would not be very smart if I 
didn't take their advice. He's been really good about just 
suggesting things that he thought really helped their clubs to get 
off to better starts and stuff like that." 
  
The biggest question the D-backs will have to answer during 
Spring Training is what the makeup of the starting rotation will 
be. Aside from Josh Collmenter and Jeremy Hellickson there are 
no locks and there are no shortage of candidates. Some include 
Chase Anderson, Robbie Ray, Rubby De La Rosa, Allen Watson, 
Andrew Chafin, Trevor Cahill, Vidal Nuno, Daniel Hudson, 
Randall Delgado, Yoan Lopez and Archie Bradley. 
  
"I'm looking for Spring Training to be a lot of competition 
among those guys," Hale said of his starters. 
  
Then there's the issue of how the infield will shake out. Right 
now Paul Goldschmidt is set at first, but there will be 
competition at the other positions. The D-backs will try 
Yasmany Tomas at third, but Jake Lamb will also get a look 
there and Aaron Hill might also be an option if he doesn't win 
the second-base job. 
  
Depending on how those battles are resolved, Chris Owings 
could play shortstop or second base with Nick Ahmed and Cliff 
Pennington also in the mix. 
  

The D-backs are hopeful that the changes will add up to a 
marked improvement over last year's 64-98 record. 
  
"I think a lot of guys who were on the club last year are ready to 
get that bad taste out of their mouth," Hale said. "I think they 
want to show that they were better than they were last year." 
  
Pitchers and catchers report 
 Thursday, Feb. 19 
  
Full squad reports 
 Tuesday, Feb. 24 
  
First Spring Training game 
 At Rockies (Salt River Fields), Wednesday, March 4, at 1:10 p.m. 
MT 
  
Opening Day 
 Home vs. Giants, Monday, April 6, at 7:10 p.m. MT 

Arizona Diamondbacks believe young rotation can surprise 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-believe-young-rotation-can-
surprise/23523581/ 
 
A veteran player stood alongside the bullpen mounds at Salt 
River Fields as a half-dozen pitchers threw side sessions one day 
last week. Robbie Ray was on one mound, Rubby De La Rosa 
on another. Was that Allen Webster at the end? The veteran 
wasn't sure. 
 
The Diamondbacks finished last season with one of the worst 
pitching staffs in baseball and perhaps their worst in franchise 
history. Their quest for improvement in the off-season led to a 
roster upheaval, and they enter camp with a litany of young, 
unproven pitchers whom the organization believes will develop 
into capable big-league contributors. 
 
For now, though, they are unknown quantities, and they are 
being met with skepticism from outside the organization. Las 
Vegas sportsbooks have pegged the Diamondbacks for between 
71-73 wins, with one laying 100-to-1 odds of them winning the 
World Series. An ESPN.com writer put them last among the 30 
major-league teams in power rankings. 
 
Internally, however, the club is far more optimistic. Team 
officials see more young power arms than before. They see top-
of-the-rotation potential. And they don't think that potential is 
far from being realized. 
 
"Our staff is young, but I still think that we're going to pitch 
well," General Manager Dave Stewart said. 
 
As it stands, the Diamondbacks' projected Opening Day starter 
is Josh Collmenter, a deceptive, soft-tossing right-hander who 
has never spent a full season in a big-league rotation let alone 
logged 200 innings. Next is right-hander Jeremy Hellickson, who 
is coming off consecutive disappointing seasons with the Tampa 
Bay Rays. 
 
After that, the Diamondbacks appear to have three spots open 
— at least until left-hander Patrick Corbin and right-hander 

http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109395758/arizona-diamondbacks-will-have-many-position-decisions-at-spring-training
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109395758/arizona-diamondbacks-will-have-many-position-decisions-at-spring-training
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109395758/arizona-diamondbacks-will-have-many-position-decisions-at-spring-training
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-believe-young-rotation-can-surprise/23523581/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-believe-young-rotation-can-surprise/23523581/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/16/arizona-diamondbacks-believe-young-rotation-can-surprise/23523581/


│

4 

 

Bronson Arroyo return from Tommy John surgery, with Corbin 
on track to beat Arroyo back. 
 
Ray, De La Rosa and Webster are candidates for the openings, as 
are a handful of others, all of whom have either limited 
experience, subpar major-league track records, recent health 
issues or, in some cases, a combination of each. 
 
But there are things to like about each, as well. Webster ranked 
among Baseball America's Top 100 prospects three times. De La 
Rosa, whose fastball can reach the upper-90s, was on that list 
once. A year ago, Ray was made the centerpiece of a deal 
involving Doug Fister. Another young pitcher — 22-year-old 
Cuban Yoan Lopez — was so highly valued by the 
Diamondbacks that they not only paid more than $8 million to 
sign him, they also paid $8 million in penalties for exceeding 
their international spending allotment. 
 
Ray has impressed club officials with his bullpen sessions this 
month; Lopez did the same on Saturday, when he threw for the 
first time since arriving in Arizona last week. 
 
"It's our belief that with the young pitching we've got, we think 
it's the right time," Stewart said. "Young pitching doesn't 
normally start to show itself until the age that these guys are 
approaching — they're not even there yet, they're just 
approaching. The scouting reports that we have on each and 
every last one of the guys we acquired are good reports. Now, 
it's just a matter of if they're ready to move forward." 
 
The Diamondbacks needed to move forward from last season. 
The site Baseball-Reference keeps a stat called ERA+, which 
adjusts ERA according to league averages and ballparks, with 
anything above 100 categorized as above-average. The 
Diamondbacks posted an 88 ERA+ last season, which was the 
worst in franchise history and tied for last in the NL in 2014. 
 
The organization began jettisoning pitchers midway through last 
season, and the changes continued into the off-season after 
Stewart and his assistants were hired in the fall. All told, of the 
34 pitchers who were in big-league camp last season, only 15 
return. It's possible the club will have five entirely different 
starters from those who opened last season in the rotation. 
 
But some onlookers are not expecting much improvement this 
year, a fact that hasn't gone unnoticed by some of the pitchers 
themselves. 
 
"I've heard that," Hellickson said. "I try not to pay much 
attention to that, but I have seen it. It's kind of funny. A lot of 
these guys don't have much experience. I don't know how you 
can make those assumptions. 
 
"I like our team. Our offense is one of the best. Our bullpen is 
one of the best. And I think if the starting pitching can put it 
together, we're going to be tough. I think we can." 

Diamondbacks not opposed to signing another Cuban 
player  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-not-
opposed-to-signing-another-cuban-player-021615 
 

PHOENIX -- The Diamondbacks clearly do not believe they 
reached their limit on Cuban import, as their expansive presence 
on the Caribbean winter scene demonstrates. 
  
DeJon Watson, the D-backs' vice president of baseball 
operations, and several of their pro scouts spent time viewing 
and reviewing the most recent group of Cuban prospects, 
including touted middle infielder Yoan Moncada and right-
handers Jorge Hernandez and Yadier Alvarez. 
  
It is unclear if the D-backs can make another play in the 
international market so soon after committing $84 million to 
third baseman/outfielder Yasmany Tomas and right-hander 
Yoan Lopez. But they want to make sure they have a dossier on 
the next wave. 
  
"You never know how things work out," D-backs general 
manager Dave Stewart said. "As an organization, we have to 
make sure we see all of the good and great talent that is out 
there. After we see it, then we can evaluate it." 
  
Moncada, 19, likely will become the first beneficiary of major 
league baseball's decision to eliminate a requirement that Cuban 
players obtain a license from the U.S. government before they 
are eligible to sign. Tomas and Perez could not sign until they 
received approval from the government, which added an extra 
step to the process. 
  
Moncada's agent set Feb. 23 as a soft target for signing with a 
major league team, and San Diego, which was after Tomas, is 
considered a prime suitor although it is not clear a market is 
established. Like Alfonso Soriano two decades ago, Moncada is 
expected to need some minor league time, which could lower the 
value of his first deal, relatively speaking. 
  
Alvarez featured a mid-90 mph fastball among a three-pitch mix 
when the D-backs saw him in the Dominican Republic last 
week, and one team official called him "a very intriguing young 
pitcher." At 6-feet-3 and 195 pounds, Alvarez appears to have 
room to grow. That velocity, it was relayed to Stewart, is good 
for a young kid. 
  
"That's pretty good for an old kid," Stewart said. 
 
None of the current group will be easy to afford. The D-backs 
spent $68.5 million to sign Tomas and an international amateur-
record $8.25 million to sign Perez, and they also owe major 
league baseball another $8 million in taxes for exceeding the 
money available in their international bonus pool. The tax is due 
this year, a D-backs official said. Although no market is 
established on Alvarez, he likely will command something in the 
Lopez range, if not more. 
  
The D-backs are pleased with what they have in their two Cuban 
players. Tomas has worked at third base at Salt River Fields for 
the last several weeks and reports from camp are positive. 
  
Lopez has the stuff that projects to a spot in the major league 
rotation, although at 21 he probably will need some assimilation 
in the minor leagues. And as the D-backs have a host of 
candidates for the final several spots in their rotation, Lopez 
should not be counted out, Stewart said. 
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Stewart, chief baseball officer Tony La Russa and Watson 
scouted Lopez extensively before they signed him. 
  
"We don't see why he can't challenge for a spot on our major 
league staff in our rotation," Stewart said. "He threw the ball 
very well and showed four quality major league pitches. There 
are a lot of scouting reports out there that are contrary to what 
my eyes showed me and what my eyes saw -- mid-90s (fastball) 
curve, slider, change. 
  
"He's a guy that if he shows well, we have to consider him. Will 
we count on him, not necessarily, but he has to be given an 
opportunity and given a look to contribute to our staff." 

D-backs single-game tickets on sale Friday  
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/d-backs-single-game-
tickets-on-sale-friday-021615 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks single-game tickets for the 2015 season 
go on sale Friday at 9 a.m. 
  
Fans can purchase tickets online at dbacks.com/tickets, at the 
Chase Field Box Office or by phone at 602-514-8400. 
  
Tickets for the D-backs' 18th season range in price from $10 to 
$68 for most seats in the ballpark, depending on day of game 
and series opponent and lower level tickets start at only $18 for 
bullpen reserve seating. All-You-Can-Eat Seats are available 
starting at $34 and include unlimited access to ballpark traditions 
such as hot dogs, chips, popcorn, peanuts, water and Pepsi soft 
drinks in a special section on the Diamond Level. 
  
The D-backs continue to offer Value Item pricing on several 
food items ranging from $1.50-$4 at various concession 
locations and select merchandise items priced below $10 are 
available at Team Shop locations throughout Chase Field. The 
team's magazine, D-backs Insider, is also distributed free to all 
fans in the ballpark during each homestand. 
  
The D-backs will open the 2015 season against the San 
Francisco Giants on April 6 at 7:10 p.m. at Chase Field. Fans can 
still purchase four-game packs that guarantee seats for exciting 
2015 promotions, such as Paul Goldschmidt Cap (April 25), 
Josh Collmenter Bobblehead (May 9), D-backs Fedora (May 24), 
Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular (July 4), and Randy 
Johnson Hall of Fame Bobblehead (July 25), Randy Johnson No. 
51 Retirement Ceremony (Aug. 8).  For a full list of D-backs 
promotions and giveaways, visit dbacks.com/promos. 

Arizona Diamondbacks single-game tickets to go on sale 
this week 
By ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1808165/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-singlegame-tickets-to-go-on-sale-this-week 
 
Single-game home tickets for the Arizona Diamondbacks' 2015 
season are set to go on sale Friday at 9 a.m. 
  
Ticket prices will range from $10 to $68 for most seats, and seats 
in the D-Backs' All-You-Can-Eat section will start at $34. 
  
Tickets can be purchased here, by phone at (602) 514-8400 or at 
the Chase Field Box Office at 401 E Jefferson St. in Phoenix. 

  
The D-backs will open the 2015 regular season at home against 
the defending World Series champion San Francisco Giants on 
April 6. 

D-backs single game tickets go on sale Friday 
By Phil Benson / KPHO - CBS 5 
http://www.kpho.com/story/28121584/d-backs-single-game-
tickets-go-on-sale-friday 
 
PHOENIX (CBS5) - Single game tickets go on sale Friday for 
the Arizona Diamondbacks' 18th season. 
 
Depending on the day of the game and series opponent, tickets 
range in price from $10 to $68 for most seats in the ballpark. 
  
Lower-level tickets start at $18 for bullpen reserve seating. All-
You-Can-Eat Seats are available starting at $34. The seating 
includes unlimited access to ballpark traditions such as hot dogs, 
chips, popcorn, peanuts, water and Pepsi soft drinks in a special 
section on the Diamond Level. 
  
The Diamondbacks ball club said it will continue to offer Value 
Item pricing on several food items ranging from $1.50 to $4 at 
various concession locations. Select merchandise items are 
priced below $10 and are available at Team Shop locations 
throughout Chase Field.  
 
The team's magazine, D-backs Insider, is also distributed free to 
all fans in the ballpark during each homestand. 
  
The single game tickets for the 2015 season go on sale Friday, 
Feb. 20 at 9 a.m. Fans can purchase tickets online at 
dbacks.com/tickets at the Chase Field Box Office or by calling 
602-514-8400.  
 
The D-backs will open this year's season against the San 
Francisco Giants on April 6 at 7:10 p.m. at Chase Field.  
 
Fans can still purchase four-game packs that guarantee seats for 
promotions, such as Paul Goldschmidt Cap  on April 25, Josh 
Collmenter Bobblehead  on May 9, D-backs Fedora on May 24, 
Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular and Randy Johnson Hall of 
Fame Bobblehead on July 25. The Randy Johnson No. 51 
Retirement Ceremony is scheduled for Aug. 8.  

Tickets on sale for annual ‘Show Low Night at Chase Field’  
By White Mountain Independent 
http://www.wmicentral.com/community_beat/briefs/tickets-
on-sale-for-annual-show-low-night-at-chase/article_ec2f0cb6-
b625-11e4-9999-970a0ced4faf.html 
 
The annual Arizona Diamondbacks’ “Show Low Night at Chase 
Field” has been announced for April 25. On that evening, the 
Diamondbacks will host the Pittsburgh Pirates at 5:10 p.m. at 
Chase Field, 401 E. Jefferson S., in Phoenix. 
 
Tickets in the all-you-can-eat sections 221, 222 and 223, 
Diamond Level, are now on sale for $38 each, which entitle you, 
your family and friends to unlimited hot dogs, popcorn, peanuts, 
chips, soda and water. 
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Purchase tickets at Show Low City Hall, 180 N. 9th St., while 
supplies last. You need not be a Show Low resident to 
participate. 
 
On game day, spend a few minutes at the Outdoor Recreation 
Street Fair on Diamondbacks Way before entering the stadium. 
Make sure you get through the gates early to receive your Paul 
Goldschmidt cap (free to the first 20,000). 
 
For more information, call 928-532-4140. 
 

 

Prospect projections: NL West rookies 
Pederson, Gray, Susac could help determine outcome in division 
race 
By Jake Seiner / MiLB.com 
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&conten
t_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb 
 
We at MiLB.com are counting down the days until Minor 
League Opening Day (52 days from today). Dozens of prospects 
are in Florida and Arizona with an eye on landing big league 
jobs, so, as we edge closer to Spring Training, it's a good time to 
take a look at rookie-eligible players who could make an impact 
in the Majors. 
 
Here's the last of a six-part, division-by-division look at top 
prospects who could exhaust their rookie status in 2015, 
concluding with the American League West. Below you'll find 
analysis regarding who could make an impact, as well as Steamer 
projections (taken with gratitude from FanGraphs) for those 
players. For those who don't know, Steamer is a projection 
system that uses statistics, age, level and other factors to predict 
player performance. The system makes for a fun point of 
reference in trying to gauge which prospects could play the 
biggest short-term roles. 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
 
After losing 98 games last year, the D-backs have hit the reset 
button at the Major League level, trading away notable players 
like Didi Gregorius, Miguel Montero and Wade Miley. If the 
next generation of Arizona baseball is to be successful, one of 
the leading players is likely to be Cuban signee Yasmany Tomas. 
The third baseman did not get a projection from Steamer and is 
not included above. Tomas did receive a projection from Dan 
Szymborski's ZiPS system, though. ZiPS projects Tomas for 1.9 
WAR over 520 plate appearances, backed by 21 home runs, a 
.267 batting average and .334 wOBA. It should be noted that 
projecting Major League numbers based on Cuban professional 
statistics is a tough task, but overall, ZiPS projects Tomas to be 
an average Major Leaguer with scouting reports guessing he can 
provide even more than that. 
 
Arizona is going to give Tomas a chance to stick at third, despite 
reports that he'd struggle at the hot corner and would fit better 
in the outfield or at first base. The good news is that third is a 
position of strength for Arizona. Jake Lamb made his Major 
League debut late last season and should compete for a Major 
League spot. The D-backs' No. 5 prospect is one of the Minors' 
better defenders at third and has the bat to profile there, too. 
Steamer thinks Lamb already can contribute roughly league-

average statistics. Further down the ladder, Brandon Drury isn't 
as solid defensively but could match Lamb's offensive 
contributions. That said, Steamer doesn't think Drury would 
impact the big league team much this season if given the chance. 
 
In trading away Montero, Arizona has opened a gaping hole 
behind the plate. A pair of prospects could see time this year in 
Peter O'Brien and Oscar Hernandez. O'Brien -- projected by 
Steamer as an outfielder above -- was acquired from the Yankees 
in the Martin Prado trade last July. Steamer thinks O'Brien's 
power will translate already. It also projects a lackluster 27.6 
percent strikeout rate. While the bat looks pretty good, reports 
indicate O'Brien faces an uphill climb to be merely average 
defensively. Expect his playing time to be directly tied to his 
defensive progress. Hernandez, meanwhile, is a Rule 5 pickup 
with a strong defensive reputation. The 21-year-old spent last 
season at Class A Bowling Green, though, and hit just .249 at 
that level. 
 
Arizona put four pitchers on MLB.com's latest Top 100 list, and 
three of them could see action in the Majors this year -- Archie 
Bradley, Braden Shipley and Aaron Blair. Bradley, a 2011 first-
rounder (seventh overall), is the most experienced of the three, 
logging more than 200 innings between Double-A and Triple-A 
the past two seasons. The big right-hander has struggled to 
control his outstanding stuff, though, leading Steamer to project 
a nasty 5.4 walks per nine innings. The projection system actually 
believes Shipley and Blair are both more advanced right now. 
That defies conventional wisdom a bit, as that duo has a 
combined 66 1/3 innings at Double-A. 
 
The D-backs have two relievers in the back half of their Top 20 
prospect list who have an excellent chance to debut in 2015 -- 
Jake Barrett and Jimmie Sherfy. Barrett split last year between 
Double-A and Triple-A, picking up 28 saves to go with a 3.09 
ERA. Sherfy spent time at Class A Advanced and Double-A, 
showing promising stuff but also compiling a 4.59 ERA. Reports 
indicate both pitchers have the stuff to at least handle setup 
duties in the Majors, but Steamer thinks both would be best 
deployed as middle-relief options -- or at Triple-A -- this season. 
 
Lastly, like Tomas, Yoan Lopez is a Cuban free agent who 
signed with Arizona this winter. Unlike Tomas, Lopez is very 
likely to open the year in the Minors, though it's possible the 22-
year-old right-hander could pitch his way into the Majors by 
season's end. Steamer does not have a projection for Lopez, 
however, explaining his exclusion from the above list. 
 
Biggest impactor: Tomas should be an everyday player from the 
get-go, so he's the best bet here. It's hard to ignore that the D-
backs have a black hole behind the plate, though, and that the 
team has indicated more faith in O'Brien's glove than the 
industry. The slugging backstop will probably start the year in 
the Minors, but if he performs there, there isn't much standing 
between him and everyday big league action. 
 
Fantasy special: If O'Brien maintains catcher eligibility, he has 
the upside to lead all backstops in homers, at least on a per-at-
bat basis. Few catchers can match his power potential, making 
him a more attractive fantasy asset than real-life one. Bradley, 
Shipley and Blair all profile as solid fantasy options, too, though 
probably more for the long-term. 
 

http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&content_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150211&content_id=108957956&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb
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Colorado Rockies 
 
The Rockies boast touted prospects in David Dahl, Raimel 
Tapia, Ryan McMahon and Forrest Wall, but none of them 
figure to contribute in Colorado this season. There isn't a whole 
lot on the immediate horizon, although a replacement for 
defensively challenged backstop Wilin Rosario might be nearby. 
Most likely to bump Rosario long-term is Tom Murphy, who 
ranks 10th in the Rockies system. Murphy gets solid reviews for 
his defense and should hit enough for the position. He has his 
work cut out for him earning a 2015 promotion, however, after a 
shoulder injury limited him to 27 Double-A contests last year. 
 
There isn't much here other than Murphy. Ryan Casteel is 
projected at catcher above but doesn't profile well defensively 
behind the dish. Instead, he's likely limited to first base, where 
his bat won't meet lofty Major League standards. Trevor Story 
and Cristhian Adames don't appear ready to make much impact, 
while Kyle Parker could provide some thump off the bench. 
 
Quality starting pitching has been tough for Colorado to find, 
but in recent years, it's increased its focus on developing hurlers 
tailored to work in Coors Fields' unfriendly confines. If you ask 
Steamer, the team has done well enough to churn out three 
pitchers ready for at least spot-start duty in Jon Gray, Tyler 
Anderson and Eddie Butler. Gray and Butler rank first and 
second in Colorado's farm system and have upside to pitch near 
the top of the rotation. Anderson was a 2011 first-round pick 
(20th overall) who finally overcame a rash of injuries to piece 
together a 1.98 ERA in 23 Double-A starts last year. Colorado 
doesn't have much starting depth near the Majors, so all three 
should be in the running for rotation duty at some point in 2015 
-- assuming they stay healthy. 
 
In the bullpen, Steamer thinks the Rockies have found a keeper 
in right-hander Jairo Diaz, acquired from the Angels in 
December for Josh Rutledge. Diaz struck out 85 over 64 2/3 
Minor League innings last year with a 3.48 ERA, then tossed 5 
2/3 effective innings in the Majors. In projecting Diaz to 
contribute 0.6 WAR, Steamer is estimating he's ready for setup 
duties in a big league bullpen. 
 
Biggest impactor: Gray spent all of 2014 in Double-A and 
should jump to Triple-A to start this year. His stay there could 
be brief, as Kyle Kendrick doesn't figure to block anybody from 
a rotation spot for long. 
 
Fantasy special: Gray and Butler are both solid long-term fantasy 
assets, though Gray gets the edge because he induces more 
whiffs and has a more durable frame. Coors Field will obviously 
inflate the ERAs for both but shouldn't preclude either from 
warranting a spot on your fantasy roster. 
 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
 
Cot's Baseball Contracts has the Dodgers committed to $265 
million in salary for the 2015 season, but they should still receive 
a notable boost from players living on the Major League 
minimum. Headlining that list is Joc Pederson. Ranked third in 
Los Angeles' system, he posted a 1.017 OPS at Triple-A last 
season while waiting for room to clear in the Dodgers' veteran-
laden outfield. Now that Matt Kemp has been traded, there's 
finally room for Pederson. Expect the 22-year-old to play 

regularly in center against right-handers, though skipper Don 
Mattingly may choose to keep the left-handed hitter on the 
bench against tougher southpaws early on. 
 
Los Angeles has Yasmani Grandal and A.J. Ellis penned in to 
handle backstop duties this year, but both have discouraging 
injury histories. L.A. is deep at the position, though, with 
Steamer high on Austin Barnes and Shawn Zarraga. Barnes -- 
acquired from Miami in the Dee Gordon trade -- also can play 
second base, making him one of the game's most uniquely 
versatile players. 
 
Steamer is not so bullish on top prospect Corey Seager, at least 
not this season. The 20-year-old played 38 games at Double-A to 
end 2014 and could return to the level to start this season with 
an eye on a quick jump to Triple-A if things go well. Either way, 
Seager should be ready for a callup by September, assuming the 
Dodgers have space for him and want to start his service-time 
clock. 
 
Projecting the career of teenager Julio Urias is tough for a system 
like Steamer, which relies on the game's history to project future 
performance. Urias is unique, having started last season at Class 
A Advanced while only 17 years old. Steamer is skeptical, but 
other systems are more optimistic. Dan Szymborski's ZiPS 
system, for instance, projects Urias to post a 3.77 ERA and 
collect 1 WAR over 90 2/3 innings. Now 18, Urias will face the 
Double-A challenge to start 2015. Los Angeles will keep a tight 
limit on his workload, probably holding him under 120 innings. 
If he performs well enough, though, it's not out of the question 
for Urias to reach the Majors this year and pick up some of 
those innings out of the Dodgers bullpen. 
 
If Los Angeles does have injuries in the rotation, it's more likely 
that Joe Wieland, Zach Lee, Chris Reed or Carlos Frias would 
get the call to fill in. In the bullpen, Pedro Baez should open 
2015 in the Majors after a solid debut last season. Behind him, 
Yimi Garcia is coming off an excellent year at Triple-A. One 
sleeper for the second half is hard-throwing right-hander Jacob 
Rhame. The 2013 sixth-rounder posted a 2.00 ERA at Class A 
last season and Steamer already thinks he'd be passable in Los 
Angeles' bullpen. 
 
Biggest impactor: Perhaps more than any prospect in this series, 
Pederson has both the talent and the opportunity to run away 
with Rookie of the Year honors. His game isn't perfect -- 
Steamer projects a 25 percent strikeout rate and .225 batting 
average -- but he can glove it in center, drive the ball out of the 
park and wreak some havoc on the basepaths. 
 
Fantasy special: Pederson hit 33 homers and stole 30 bases at 
Triple-A last year, so he's a legitimate 20-20 threat in the Majors. 
Knock him down a notch below the other 20-20 threats due to 
the strikeouts, but he already should be considered among the 
second-tier outfield options behind Mike Trout, Andrew 
McCutchen, Giancarlo Stanton and Carlos Gomez. 
 
San Diego Padres 
 
New general manager A.J. Preller reshaped the entire 
organization with a series of offseason trades, leaving 
opportunities sparse for unproven Minor Leaguers to earn 
regular big league jobs. That said, two top prospects -- Austin 
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Hedges and Hunter Renfroe -- have a chance to make their 
Major League debuts this season. Hedges is one of the Minors' 
top defensive catchers but hasn't shown much offensively. 
Renfroe, meanwhile, is one of the top power prospects around, 
though he's not much of a defender and struck out too often at 
Double-A last year. Steamer projects a 25 percent strikeout rate, 
the main reason Renfroe's batting average comes in at just .216. 
 
San Diego could get key contributions off the bench from less 
heralded prospects like Alex Dickerson, Taylor Lindsey, Cory 
Spangenberg and Jake Goebbert. Dickerson and Goebbert both 
profile best at first base but also can play the corner outfield 
spots. One or both could fit well on a Major League bench, 
though the team already has a more established first 
baseman/outfielder on the roster in Tommy Medica. Lindsey 
and Spangenberg look like decent insurance policies if Jedd 
Gyorko continues to regress at the keystone. Both are left-
handed hitters, so sliding them into a platoon with the right-
handed Gyorko is a possibility, if it comes to that. 
 
Triple-A El Paso was not a fun place for Matt Wisler last year. 
The right-hander logged 116 2/3 innings with the Chihuahuas 
and posted a 5.01 ERA, more than two runs higher than the 
ERA he'd posted at any other level -- save for a one-appearance 
stint in Rookie ball in 2011. Most of the El Paso pitching staff 
struggled in brand new Southwest University Park, and Wisler 
was no exception, compiling a 6.24 ERA at home against a 3.98 
ERA on the road. The lackluster home numbers haven't 
disturbed Steamer all that much. The system thinks Wisler could 
hold his own in the Majors right now, although it's more likely 
the 22-year-old gets some more work at Triple-A to begin the 
season. 
 
Casey Kelly also is likely to work into the rotation at some point. 
The right-hander debuted in 2012 and looked prime to lock 
down a rotation spot, then missed all of 2013 following Tommy 
John surgery. The 25-year-old made four Minor League starts in 
May but missed the rest of the season following a setback. Kelly 
could compete for a rotation spot in Spring Training, but it's 
more likely he'll be one of the first players on the shuttle from El 
Paso to San Diego if there's an injury. 
 
Biggest impactor: San Diego has big league veterans entrenched 
more or less across the diamond, but it lacks standout infielders 
and left-handed hitters. Even if it's not at second base, either 
Lindsey or Spangenberg could work his way into regular at-bats. 
Neither is guaranteed to provide much, but one or both should 
get the chance to contribute. 
 
Fantasy special: Wisler profiles best as a mid-rotation pitcher, 
but he'll be slightly more valuable to fantasy owners since Petco 
Park is so pitcher-friendly. The right-hander should become a 
solid fantasy starter when he gets his shot at the Padres rotation. 
 
San Francisco Giants 
 
The Giants don't have a ton on the way when it comes to 
offensive prospects, but the players who should graduate this 
year fit remarkably well with San Francisco's roster. 
 
In almost any other city, fans might be clamoring to get a look at 
Andrew Susac behind the dish. However, Buster Posey is going 
nowhere. That said, Posey has averaged only 115 games behind 

the plate the past three seasons, leaving room for Susac to play a 
couple times per week as his backup. Susac seems poised to 
thrive in that role after posting a .792 OPS in 35 big league 
games last year. He's solid behind the plate, and many young 
catchers benefit long-term from learning the intricacies of the 
position in the Majors while in backup roles. The 24-year-old 
could earn more playing time if he can learn to play first base or 
a corner outfield spot, but he doesn't have notable experience at 
any other position and may lack the athleticism for the outfield. 
 
San Francisco graduated one promising middle infielder last year 
in Joe Panik. This year, Matt Duffy should do the same, albeit 
with a little less fanfare. Duffy lacks Panik's offensive upside, 
though the gap isn't that large. Conversely, Duffy is a sharper 
defender than Panik, capable of manning shortstop but with a 
skill set that translates best in a utility role. Panik and Brandon 
Crawford are both left-handed hitters, so the right-handed Duffy 
could step into a platoon role if either struggles to replicate last 
season's successes. 
 
Elsewhere, Gary Brown made enough progress last year 
repeating Triple-A to earn a September promotion. His prospect 
status has tarnished, but his defense and speed profile well in a 
fourth or fifth outfielder role. Steamer is skeptical he'll 
contribute offensively, though. 
 
Steamer thinks the Giants have some solid bullpen candidates 
who have yet to exceed rookie eligibility, led by Hunter 
Strickland. Fans are probably familiar with Strickland -- the 
right-hander logged 8 1/3 postseason innings in San Francisco's 
World Series run last year, allowing six homers while recording a 
7.56 ERA. He struggled keeping the ball in the park at times in 
the Minors, too, though he was much better for the non-
postseason portion of 2014, surrendering only three homers 
over 45 2/3 innings across three levels. The 26-year-old should 
post solid strikeout and walk numbers in the Majors this year. 
His home run rate will determine his overall success. Steamer, at 
least, is bullish. 
 
Beyond Strickland, Steamer thinks Erik Cordier and Cody Hall 
are promising bullpen options. Cordier reached the Majors last 
year, posting a 1.50 ERA over six innings and averaging 99.2 
mph on his fastball. Hall, meanwhile, pitched out of the 'pen at 
Double-A, compiling a 3.14 ERA with more than a strikeout per 
inning. 
 
A number of the team's top starting pitching prospects also 
workhed at Double-A last season, including Kyle Crick, 
Adalberto Mejia, Ty Blach, Clayton Blackburn, Chris Stratton 
and Derek Law. Steamer doesn't think any of that crew is ready 
for the Major League rotation, though. 
 
Biggest impactor: Susac and Strickland are both good bets to 
spend most of the year in the Majors. If Susac can adapt to 
playing only a couple days a week, expect him to pair with Posey 
to form one of the best catching tandems in baseball. His 
offense won't quite match Posey's, but he'll provide way more 
with the stick than the usual backup backstop. 
 
Fantasy special: Santiago Casilla and Sergio Romo have plenty of 
closing experience, but Casilla turns 35 this year and Romo has 
been trending the wrong direction for years. Strickland could be 
in line for save opportunities this season if one or both of that 
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duo falters. Consider him a solid handcuff for Casilla and a 
must-watch on the waiver wire. 

Top 10 spring training storylines for a season of parity and 
change 
By Tom Verducci / SI.com 
http://www.si.com/mlb/2015/02/16/spring-training-preview 
 
When major league camps open this week, Derek Jeter won't be 
there, Bud Selig is no longer commissioner and the Yankees and 
Red Sox no longer are default favorites. Neither team won 85 
games last year — the first time that happened in a full season 
since 1992 — and neither team had a player mentioned even 
once on MVP ballots for the first time ever. 
 
With Rob Manfred replacing Selig and all six West Coast teams 
looking like contenders with some of the game's biggest stars, 
baseball has turned a corner. The exciting part is that we can't be 
sure where it's going. Suddenly the sport — even how it's played, 
never mind who will be playing in October — is imbued with 
uncertainty, in the best sense of the word. 
 
The World Series last year was waged between teams that only 
the previous season ranked 12th and 18th in the majors in wins, 
Kansas City and San Francisco. If you apply the same upgrade 
formula to this season, we'll be watching Cleveland and San 
Diego in the 2015 World Series. 
 
Why not? Uncertainty reigns. The offseason was a blur of 
signings and trades, a veritable Moroccan bazaar of dealing. Fans 
of the Athletics, Padres and White Sox, for instance, won't 
recognize their teams. It's an exciting time. Change is in the air. 
To help you sort through the possibilities, here are the 10 most 
important stories to watch in spring training: 
 
1. Hope and Faith 
 
Oddsmakers at the Atlantis Casino in Reno, Nev., recently set 
their over/under numbers for the 2015 season. Only two teams 
were tabbed at 90 wins or greater: the Nationals and Dodgers. In 
the 17 years with 30 teams, we have never have seen a season 
with fewer than six teams win 90 games. (Don't worry; I get it. 
This was about the house making money, not making 
predictions.) What stood out to me is that the casino placed 21 
of the 30 teams inside a tiny window of 10 wins — between 77.5 
and 87.5 victories. That's a grouping of 70 percent of the teams, 
which speaks to the gift Selig left us: a game in which almost 
everybody has a shot at reaching the playoffs. 
 
Here's the way I would divide baseball heading into spring 
training: 
 
Postseason locks: Nationals, Dodgers. 
No postseason shot: Phillies, Twins, Rockies, Diamondbacks. 
Chance to win 88 games: The other 24 teams. 
 
You have to look at baseball in this age of parity — two wild 
cards and the first ever full-season World Series without a 90-
win team — the same way general managers do: If you can build 
a team capable of winning 83 games — which means you are in 
the wild card hunt, and with luck and midseason acquisitions you 
could get to 88 — you have a team that can win the World 
Series. That means even Houston — yes, the Astros! — is selling 

the present, not just the future. I don't consider the Astros a 
playoff team, but I understand how Houston believes it's 
possible to win 83 games. 
 
Understand this: Spring training opens this week with more 
teams having a realistic chance of making the playoffs than ever 
before in the history of baseball. Yes, expansion and the 
additional wild card spots take some of the impact out of that 
statement. But stick with the premise here: Real hope is almost 
everywhere. It's the reason why we saw one of the greatest trade 
markets in memory this winter, and little of it driven by 
economics. 
 
Here's another way to look at the optimism in 2015. It's the list 
of the 10 worst teams in baseball over the past four years: 
 
Now think about the teams that "won" the winter. Your short 
list should include the Cubs, Mariners, Marlins, Padres and 
White Sox. Baseball has moved past the I-95 corridor of power 
(Boston-New York-Philadelphia). Keep that list of the 10 worst 
teams from the past four years in mind this season. At the end 
of 2015, I would expect two of those teams to be in the playoffs. 
Which ones? Hey, that's how the casinos make their money. 
 
2. The End of Alex Rodriguez (continued) 
 
When the Yankees arrived in Detroit for Game 3 of the 2012 
ALCS, among their baggage was a slumping Alex Rodriguez. 
Mired in a 3-for-23 postseason slump that included 12 strikeouts 
and no extra-base hits, Rodriguez knew only one way out: more 
drugs. He told his Miami drug supplier, Anthony Bosch, to fly to 
Detroit with another round of PEDs. Bosch did as instructed 
and gave Rodriguez HGH and peptides among his goodies. 
 
That year alone, Rodriguez spoke with Bosch on the phone 53 
times and exchanged 553 texts. Bosch typically supplied 
Rodriguez with drugs twice a month. The details of the 
relationship were included in the report issued by arbitrator 
Fredric Horowitz in explaining why Rodriguez received the 
longest PED-suspension in baseball history: 162 games. "The 
most egregious violations of the JDA reported to date," 
Horowitz wrote. 
 
What will Rodriguez do now when he can't hit? It's possible he 
will turn to PEDs again, just as he did after SI reported in 2009 
that he had failed a steroids test. If not, can he hit at all without 
the drugs that have propped up most of his career? 
 
Rodriguez has been linked to banned drugs either through his 
own admission, drug tests, therapeutic use exemptions or his 
relationships with Anthony Galea and Bosch in 2001, '02, '03, 
'06, '07, '08, '09, '10, '11 and '12. And if you believe he was clean 
in any other year in the major leagues, you have uncommon faith 
in the man who ranks with Jose Canseco among the worst 
recidivist PED users in the history of baseball. 
 
In 2012, playing on a steady diet of Bosch's drugs and turning 
37, Rodriguez hit .272/.353/.430 in 122 games. Does anybody 
believe Rodriguez, under stricter testing protocols and turning 
40, can approach those numbers? The last time he played, in 
2013 after a second hip surgery, Rodriguez hit worse the more 
he played. After very brief success, he hit .208/.317/.396 over 
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his final 31 games. He hasn't seen a competitive pitch in 17 
months. 
 
Spring training will be predictable. The Yankees, who want no 
part of him, will subtly make his life uncomfortable, though 
manager Joe Girardi, who promises a "go slow" approach with 
him, will play the role of facilitator. Rodriguez will continue to 
be delusional, professing that his teammates love him, the fans 
treat him great, he's in great shape, he's renewed mentally and 
physically by "a year off," he intends to be the everyday third 
baseman and that he's "on a mission." 
 
He will show moments of skill — even the guys who get sent 
down or released will do that in spring training games — but the 
more he plays, the more he will end up in the trainer's room. As 
cuts are made and pitchers ramp up toward Opening Day, the 
more difficulty he will have catching up to major league pitching. 
The Yankees will have to carry him into the regular season, a 
below-average defender who will turn 40, whose slugging 
percentage has declined for six straight years and whose drug 
supplier was put out of business. 
 
3. Mound Comebacks 
 
For Matt Harvey of the Mets, Masahiro Tanaka and CC Sabathia 
of the Yankees, Matt Cain of the Giants and Michael Wacha of 
the Cardinals, every bullpen session, not just every start, will be 
watched closely — none more than Harvey, who replaces Jeter 
as the most sensational player in New York. 
 
Among other pitchers who need to re-establish health are Jose 
Fernandez of the Marlins, Patrick Corbin of the Diamondbacks 
and Matt Moore of the Rays (all out until mid-season) and Yu 
Darvish of the Rangers and Garrett Richards of the Angels, both 
of whom should be ready at or very soon after the start of the 
season. 
 
4. Position Switches 
 
With all the fuss about the turnover of the Padres, much of what 
they did hinges on the question of whether Wil Myers is an 
everyday centerfielder. The catcher-turned-rightfielder has 109 
games of pro experience in center, but not as an everyday player 
and not in spacious Petco Park, and not when his hitting has 
declined (.340 batting average in his first 42 games and .231 in 
133 games since). 
 
Former shortstop Hanley Ramirez also bears watching as he tries 
to show the Red Sox that he can play leftfield — which is much 
easier than people think. Actually, the Ramirez situation means 
nothing until April, when the games count and when a slow 
starter (.244 batting average in April since 2010) who always has 
played in warm weather will be under the gun to produce 
immediately in Boston. 
 
Also, keep an eye on Nationals second baseman Yunel Escobar. 
The overrated infielder (he's 32, playing for his fourth team, has 
posted a below-average career OPS+ of 98 and never has made 
an All-Star team) will convert from shortstop to second, where 
he has only 53 games of experience — none since 2007. 
 
5. International Men of Mystery 
 

How do 40 home runs in Korea translate to the majors? We 
have no idea, because no position player ever jumped from the 
Korean Baseball Organization to the majors. But now Jung-Ho 
Kang, who hit 40 dingers for the Nexen Heroes, will give us an 
idea. The Pirates signed the shortstop through the international 
posting process. 
 
Cuban hitters present less of a mystery, given the success of 
Alexei Ramirez, Yasiel Puig, Yoenis Cespedes and Jose Abreu — 
all of them All-Stars last year. Will Rusney Castillo (who had a 
10-game cameo with Boston last year after signing for $72.5 
million) and Yasmany Tomas ($68.5 million from Arizona) 
continue the boom, or is one due to bust? And 19-year-old Yoan 
Moncada might very well be the best and most expensive of all 
the Cuban hitters. He is expected to sign in the coming weeks at 
a cost to the winning club of $80 million or more, including a 
100 percent tax on his contract. 
 
6. Pitchmen 
 
This is not a good time for any hitter, but it's especially true if 
you are in the National League. Of the 10 free agent starting 
pitchers who signed for $10 million or more, eight of them 
signed with NL teams. Five left the AL for the NL: Max 
Scherzer went from the Tigers to the Nationals, Jon Lester and 
Jason Hammel both went from the A's to the Cubs, James 
Shields left the Royals for the Padres and Brandon McCarthy 
went from the Yankees to the Dodgers. And two re-signed with 
their NL teams: Francisco Liriano with the Pirates and Jake 
Peavy with the Giants. 
 
The AL added Ervin Santana (Twins from Braves) and Edinson 
Volquez (Royals from Pirates). Ho-hum. 
 
7. Cage Work 
 
Give the Pirates credit: They recognized what strikeouts and 
defensive shifts are doing to offense (i.e., killing it) and took 
measures last spring training to emphasize making contact and 
using the whole field, especially with runners on base. Look at 
the improvement of their offense using this approach in 2014: 
 
I expect more teams to emphasize making contact and using the 
whole field, as well as some slow, lefthanded pull hitters to work 
on push bunts to beat the shift. Hits are harder to come by than 
in any year since 1972. And while strikeouts keep going up to a 
record level every year, walks have dropped to their second-
lowest rate in the past 92 years. Hitters will try to adjust — and 
you'll see some efforts in spring training — but the Age of 
Pitching will continue for years until baseball changes some 
rules. 
 
8. The Rookies 
 
It's rare to see top prospects make their debut on Opening Day 
because of service time issues; wait a couple of weeks and a team 
gains a full extra year of control. The Astros smartly did this with 
George Springer last year, trading two weeks in April with a non-
contender for the entire 2020 season of the slugging outfielder. 
Two heralded rookies who did make Opening Day rosters 
already were locked into long-term deals: Abreu and Tanaka. 
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The service clock is one reason you probably won't see Kris 
Bryant make the Cubs' roster — the official reason is he needs 
to polish his defense — but that doesn't mean the power-hitting 
third baseman won't be one of the most interesting players in 
spring training. Also, keep an eye on White Sox lefthander 
Carlos Rodon, who figures to make an impact in the Chicago 
rotation, but also may "need" two weeks of Triple A seasoning. 
 
Top rookies with a better chance of making an Opening Day 
roster (because their service clock already has started) include 
Tomas, Castillo, Dodgers centerfielder Joc Pederson, Cubs 
rightfielder Jorge Soler, Blue Jays centerfielder Dalton Pompey 
and Angels pitcher Andrew Heaney. 
 
9. The Aging of the Phillies and Yankees 
 
The window closed on the Phillies when Ryan Howard blew out 
his Achilles on the last out of the 2011 NLDS. They haven't 
fielded a winning team since but still haven't fully come to grips 
with the end of the era. Jimmy Rollins is gone, but Howard, Cole 
Hamels, Cliff Lee, Jonathan Papelbon and Chase Utley are still 
in Philadelphia. At 31 and coming off a season in which he made 
30 starts and posted a 2.46 ERA, Hamels is the most likely one 
who could bring back the kind of value that would turn around 
the franchise. However, general manager Ruben Amaro, having 
whiffed on big deals in the past, can't move until he gets a deal 
clearly in his favor. We just went through an entire winter of 
Hamels rumors and we'll go through spring training with even 
more of them. Don't expect him to be traded until July. 
 
At New York's camp, too much focus will be on whether 
Rodriguez (39), Sabathia (33), Carlos Beltran (37) and Mark 
Teixeira (34) can "return to form.” Forget it. All are in their 
decline phase, never to return to their prime level. The Yankees' 
spring will be more about what they might get from young 
players, among them pitcher Luis Severino (who turns 21 on 
Friday), pitcher Jacob Lindgren (21), pitcher Bryan Mitchell (23), 
second baseman Rob Refsnyder (23), shortstop Didi Gregorius 
(who turns 25 on Wednesday), pitcher Nathan Eovaldi (25), 
pitcher Michael Pineda (26), potential closer Dellin Betances 
(26), and Tanaka (26). 
 
10. The New Commissioner 
 
How the game is played and how it looks and sounds on your 
television (or any screen, for that matter) will be different five 
years from now. I'm not talking crazy different — pitchers aren't 
going to start throwing off flat ground 62 feet from the — but 
the sport will be noticeably faster and more innovative. 
 
Commissioner Rob Manfred and his cabinet will modernize the 
game with technology and rule changes. You won't see those 
changes quickly — look how long it took for baseball to come 
around to implementing instant reply — but you will continue to 
hear more dialogue and consideration generated by Manfred, 
who already has made clear that his two foremost initiatives are 
youth participation and pace of action. 

Possible pool party looms 
By Ken Rosenthal / FOXSports.com 
http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/just-a-bit-outside/baseball-
joe/blog/possible-pool-party-looms-021715 
 

Don'�™t be surprised if teams that exceed their international 
bonus pool --�“ or have exceeded it already --�“ sign multiple 
Cuban prospects before the June 15 deadline. 
  
The rules bear a similarity to the rules regarding draft-pick 
compensation system for major-league free agents. Once a team 
signs a player, it might as well keep going --�“ provided, of 
course, that it has the money. 
 
Major-league free agents cost additional draft picks in 
successively lower rounds. A team that exceeds its international 
bonus pool must pay a 100 percent tax and endure a two-year 
ban for signing players over $300,000 --�“ and it is the latter 
stipulation that could spur additional spending. 
 
A team that cannot enter the market in a meaningful way for two 
years might choose to invest its savings immediately, even if 
means paying even more in taxes. 
 
The Diamondbacks, in theory, could be such a team. 
 
By signing Cuban right-hander Yoan Lopez to an $8.25 million 
bonus, they already have exceeded their budget on international 
players who are under 23 and have not played five years in a 
recognized professional league. 
 
The D-Backs next could pursue Cuban second baseman Andy 
Ibanez, a player in whom they have interest, according to major-
league sources. Such a strategy, however, appears unlikely --�“ 
the D-Backs are "�œtapped out"€ • after signing Lopez and 
Cuban third baseman/outfielder Yasmany Tomas to a six-year, 
$68.5 million deal, sources say (Tomas, 24, was not subject to 
the international bonus pool). 
 
The wealthier Dodgers, who have yet to exceed their 
international pool, offer perhaps a better example of how a team 
can maneuver through the system. 
 
If the Dodgers had signed Lopez, a player they aggressively tried 
to sign, they may have been even more inclined to make a 
serious run at infielder/outfielder Yoan Moncada. And if they 
end up with Moncada, they may be more inclined to add other 
international players as well. 
 
The Yankees, Red Sox, Angels and Rays are the other teams that 
already have entered the penalty phase and cannot sign 
international players over $300,000 for the next two years. Other 
teams are pondering whether to exceed their limits, but want to 
make sure they can get multiple players first, according to one 
agent. 
 
Clubs also could decide to spend big internationally for another 
reason --�“ the current collective-bargaining agreement expires 
on Dec. 1, 2016, in the middle of what would be the second year 
of the ban on signing players for over $300,000 (the signing 
period runs from July 2 to June 15). 
 
An international draft or some other plan could replace the 
current system, eliminating the penalties and allowing teams to 
re-enter the market. 
 

http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/just-a-bit-outside/baseball-joe/blog/possible-pool-party-looms-021715
http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/just-a-bit-outside/baseball-joe/blog/possible-pool-party-looms-021715
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Scott Miller's Starting 9: Everything but the Sunblock for 
Your Spring NeedsBy Scott Miller  
By Scott Miller / Bleacher Report 
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2366880-scott-millers-
starting-9-everything-but-the-sunblock-for-your-spring-needs 
 
Silly me. I thought Fifty Shades of Grey was a documentary 
detailing Oakland starter Sonny Gray's repertoire. Clearly, 
pitchers and catchers cannot report quickly enough (preach it, 
you snow-buried New Englanders!)… 
 
1. Five Best Spring Storylines 
 
Load up on the sunblock and grab your Maui Jims, the best time 
of year is here... 
 
* Can anyone here put a rally together? There was a good reason 
why free-agent bats were snapped up long before Jon Lester and 
Max Scherzer this winter: Suddenly, it's become far more 
difficult to score runs than to track Taylor Swift's boyfriends. 
 
The average number of hits per game last year (8.56) was the 
lowest for a big league game over a full 162-game season since 
1972 (8.19). The average number of runs per game (4.07) 
checked in at its lowest total since 1976 (3.99). No wonder Pablo 
Sandoval and Hanley Ramirez (Red Sox), Russell Martin (Blue 
Jays), Adam LaRoche (White Sox), Nelson Cruz (Mariners), 
Michael Cuddyer (Mets) and Billy Butler (Athletics) all signed 
before any hotshot pitcher. Forecast throughout Arizona and 
Florida this spring: Lots and lots of extra batting practice, with 
the barometer falling. 
 
The Chicago Cubs and Anthony Rizzo's prediction: Not that 
optimism is off the charts for all things Cubs, but rumor has it 
that even Bon Appetit is about to rank the Billy Goat Tavern's 
cheeseburgers as the country's best. Rizzo predicted an National 
League Central title not long after new rock star manager Joe 
Maddon said hello in November by announcing that he was 
going to be talking playoffs this spring. 
 
Reality? With Lester aboard, Rizzo and Starlin Castro another 
year older, Javier Baez's promise and Kris Bryant on deck, the 
Cubs should have their best club since Theo Epstein walked on 
water across Lake Michigan to take charge. If all goes well, pencil 
the Cubs in for a run at an NL wild-card slot—unless they beef 
up behind Lester (Jake Arrieta, Jason Hammel, Kyle Hendricks, 
Travis Wood). Their late-winter failure to sign James Shields, 
who signed with San Diego, might have been a deal-breaker. 
 
The Artist Formerly Known as Alex Rodriguez: First off, can we 
all agree that, much like with the Kardashians, the media is 
making a far bigger deal over this relative to where the talent 
level currently is? Guilty! 
 
OK, then. While his presence will overshadow the Yankees at 
times this spring, we're talking about a broken-down shell of a 
player who will turn 40 in July, sat out all of last season and 
played in only 44 games two summers ago. The biggest story 
here is this: A-Rod starts with 654 career homers, just seven 
from passing Willie Mays (660) and moving into fourth place all-
time (behind Barry Bonds, Hank Aaron and Babe Ruth). And 
contract clauses, which the Yankees would love to find an 

escape from, call for an extra $30 million when he hits milestone 
homers (660, 715, 755, tying and then breaking the all-time 
homer record). 
 
Nationals alert: Killer rotation plus talent around the diamond 
equals first World Series appearance? Two scouts in recent 
conversations have oohed and ahhed over Scherzer, Jordan 
Zimmermann, Stephen Strasburg, Doug Fister and Gio 
Gonzalez enough in recent conversations that both, independent 
of each other, brought up the Seattle Mariners' 116-win season 
in 2001. Nobody goes 162-0, but the Nats, with a potentially 
historically great rotation, will have a chance to win every night. 
And Tanner Roark is a sensational option as a sixth man if one 
of the first five starters goes down for a spell. 
 
Dramatic changes in NL West: You've got Matt Kemp in San 
Diego. Jimmy Rollins and Howie Kendrick in Los Angeles. 
Dizzying roster reconstructions. New front offices in Los 
Angeles, San Diego and Arizona. And the Giants have won 
three of the past five World Series. No question, the NL West 
right now is baseball's most dynamic division. 
 
After failing (again) to advance to their first World Series since 
1988, the Dodgers ushered Ned Colletti upstairs and named 
Andrew Friedman president of baseball operations, Josh Byrnes 
senior vice president of baseball operations and Farhan Zaidi as 
general manager. In one nutso 24-hour period at the winter 
meetings in December, the new braintrust reeled off six 
transactions (including two three-team trades) and moved 17 
different players in or out of the organization (both, in a couple 
of instances). 
 
All that looked like child's play once new Padres GM A.J. Preller 
got cranked up and acquired Kemp, Justin Upton, Derek Norris, 
Wil Myers, Will Middlebrooks and James Shields. Talk about 
major overhaul: Six of the eight positions on the field this year 
will feature new Padres. 
 
Over in Arizona, meanwhile, still-new president of baseball 
operations Tony La Russa has a new GM in Dave Stewart as the 
Diamondbacks scratch for relevancy again. 
 
2. Five Best Off-The-Field Spring Storylines 
 
Hey, we don't owe Chris Rock royalties for his movie called Top 
Five, do we? 
 
New commissioner Rob Manfred: This is more significant than 
simply the new autograph on the game balls, you know. Bud 
Selig reigned over the game for 22 years before retiring in 
January. Only Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis (1921-1944) had 
a longer commissionership. We've seen subtle changes already: 
After awarding the 2017 All-Star Game to Miami, an 
unprecedented third consecutive year in a National League 
ballpark, Manfred said the AL and NL will rotate years when 
they get last-ups. All this will be small stuff, though, compared to 
the first major task facing Manfred: the expiration of the Basic 
Agreement following the 2016 season. Will he extend the game's 
period of labor peace, which will stand at 21 consecutive years 
without a strike or lockout by then? 
 
Pace of game: The discussions will continue, with everyone 
agreeing it's not a bad idea to move things along as long as you 

http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2366880-scott-millers-starting-9-everything-but-the-sunblock-for-your-spring-needs
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don't mess with the integrity of the game. So how do you do 
that? This one could be so easy: Simply chop some time off 
during the between-innings breaks. Except there's a reason the 
game's revenues passed a record $9 billion last year, and you 
might have figured between-innings commercials are one of 
them. So you look at small things, and here's one: Delete walk-
up music. Some hitters won't get into the box until their song is 
finished. Make a few moves like that and maybe the game 
quickens just a wee bit. 
 
The shrinking strike zone? Interesting story last week in which 
Jeff Passan wrote that officials are studying whether to alter the 
strike zone. The thinking goes that the low strike may be 
zapping offense. Here's a strong vote against that one: Anything 
that encourages hitters to swing, including the low strike, I'm all 
in favor of. We've already got far too many hitters who are far 
too reluctant to swing, grinding out at-bats against pitchers and 
bringing the pace of game to a standstill. Yes, we could use a 
little more offense, but shrink the strike zone and let's all take 
naps while the walk rates increase even more. 
 
Pete Rose: New commissioner Manfred is on a direct collision 
course with Rose, if only because the All-Star Game this summer 
is in Cincinnati. The Reds already have asked baseball for 
guidance on how much Rose can be involved. There will be 
public cries that this should be the summer to reinstate Rose. 
And if Manfred does, can you imagine the emotions on that July 
night next summer on the banks of the Ohio River? 
 
Zack Greinke and the future: With good reason, the Dodgers are 
NL West favorites this year. But the dream tandem of Clayton 
Kershaw and Greinke atop the rotation could be for the short 
term: Greinke can opt out of his six-year, $147 million deal after 
this season and become a free agent, thus giving up three years 
and $71 million and gambling on a bigger pile of gold. 
 
3. Five Key Offseason Changes 
 
Where have you gone, Derek Jeter? A nation turns its lonely eyes 
to…wait! Stop it! 
 
Goodbye, Core Four: The last of them is gone, off to the pearly 
gates of St. Jetersburg, and man, will things look different for the 
Yankees with a commoner named Didi Gregorius at shortstop. 
Last Yankees' regular shortstop before Jeter took over in 1996? 
Tony Fernandez in 1995. The dope on Gregorius: The Yanks 
acquired him from the Diamondbacks as part of a three-team 
deal with the Detroit Tigers on Dec. 5. They sent right-hander 
Shane Greene to the Tigers, and the Tigers sent lefty Robbie Ray 
and a minor leaguer to Arizona. More dope on Gregorius: He 
speaks four languages (English, Dutch, Papiamento and Spanish) 
and is said to be an accomplished artist who regularly paints and 
sketches on the road. As long as it's not paint-by-numbers on 
the field, Yankees fans can deal. 
 
Kung Fu Panda to Beantown: As long as he's not buried under 
that ludicrous February snow the area received, Pablo Sandoval 
will hit in Fenway Park. So will Hanley Ramirez. But if Sandoval 
hits a slow patch, as he's been known to do, he's going to find 
the pressure of Boston far more challenging than the 
unconditional love that buffeted him in San Francisco. But 
check this out: Even having failed to sign Lester and passing on 
Scherzer and Shields, the Red Sox's payroll will be more than 

$200 million. That's a lot of bamboo for Panda and Co. with a 
still-mediocre rotation. 
 
Jason Heyward settles into St. Louis: Following the tragic death 
of Oscar Taveras in an October auto accident, the Cardinals 
moved quickly to find a new right fielder. It is an unavoidable, 
sad and drastic move after the Cards spent most of the past 
three or so years planning on Taveras joining their lineup by 
2015. Heyward is a two-time Gold Glover and, though his 
power has dwindled over the past two years, he's boosted his on-
base percentage and reduced his strikeouts over each of the past 
four years. The Cardinals have every chance to extend their run 
of seven NL Central titles over the past 13 years. 
 
Tigers trade pitching for hitting: Well, sort of. Wasn't exactly 
strictly an old-fashioned trade, but in bidding farewell to 
Scherzer via free agency and then acquiring Yoenis Cespedes 
from Boston for Rick Porcello, the Tigers' rotation will have a 
new look in '15. And they will be dependent on their sticks. 
Which might not be a bad thing: As one scout raved, with 
Cespedes, Miguel Cabrera and Victor Martinez, this group could 
score a thousand runs (OK, a slight exaggeration, but you get the 
idea). 
 
Heads up, Safeco Field: With Nelson Cruz aboard to work with 
Robinson Cano in the middle of the lineup, the hits just keep 
coming for a Seattle team that remained in contention into 
September last year and should be even better this year. As Kyle 
Seager and Michael Zunino continue to improve and King Felix 
Hernandez leads a talented rotation, it will be a disappointment 
if the Mariners aren't playing in October this year (and don't 
underestimate the role lefty Seth Smith can play in an improved 
offense, too). 
 
4. Five Most Improved Teams 
 
Finally in San Diego, a baseball team to match the quality of the 
fish tacos… 
 
Padres: One of the worst lineups ever, historically and 
aesthetically, was taken to the wood chipper by new GM A.J. 
Preller, who completely remade this team and yet only bumped 
up the payroll to a little more than $100 million from the $90 
million range. Matt Kemp already has called him a rock star, but 
if he can unload Carlos Quentin, that's when he'll really achieve 
Mick Jagger status. 
 
Cubs: New skipper Joe Maddon likes that Rizzo is on record 
predicting a division title. As Maddon reasons, if you don't go to 
the yard thinking you're going to win, why show up at all? 
Hashtag: NoLongerLovableLosers. 
 
White Sox: With Jeff Samardzija, Chris Sale and Jose Quintana 
as the rotation's front three, don't sleep on the club from the 
South Side. Few teams had as good a winter as the Sox, who also 
added closer David Robertson and first baseman Adam 
LaRoche. They helped their rotation, bullpen and lineup, and 
they significantly helped their AL Central chances. 
 
Marlins: When Jose Fernandez went down last May, it appeared 
to doom the surprising Marlins' wild-card chances. Then they 
hung around anyway. There is a terrific collection of young 
talent here, and the additions of Michael Morse (first base), Dee 
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Gordon (second base), Martin Prado (third base) and Ichiro 
Suzuki (outfield) make this a very intriguing club. 
 
Blue Jays: Josh Donaldson and Russell Martin are exactly the 
type of players who have been missing in Toronto, savvy 
veterans who know how to win. If a couple of starters can step 
up (hello, Marcus Stroman, Drew Hutchison and Daniel Norris), 
keep an eye on John Gibbons' club. 
 
5. Five Least Improved Teams 
 
Last one out of Tampa…or St. Petersburg…or wherever the 
stadium is or is going to be…please turn out the lights… 
 
Rays: Tough winter when you lose GM Andrew Friedman 
(Dodgers), manager Joe Maddon (Cubs) and trade Ben Zobrist 
(Athletics). If this was the NFL draft, Tampa Bay would be 
relegated to Mr. Irrelevant. 
 
Phillies: When GM Ruben Amaro tells has-been first baseman 
Ryan Howard that both sides would be better off if the club was 
able to trade Howard, and then Howard is still around when 
spring training opens…that's the textbook definition of inertia. 
The big story all spring will be whether the Phils trade Cole 
Hamels. 
 
Braves: See ya, Jason Heyward. Buh-bye, Justin Upton. Maybe 
Nick Markakis and Jonny Gomes surprise, but it's hard to see 
how Atlanta isn't taking a few steps back while retooling and 
getting better organized to put a winner on the field for the 
move into a new park in a couple of years. 
 
Orioles: Losing Nelson Cruz and Nick Markakis takes a big bite 
out of the Birds' offense. How much longer can Buck Showalter 
continue to make magic in Baltimore? We're about to find out. 
 
Reds: They finished 25-42 over their last 67 games last season 
and then weakened their rotation (for financial reasons) by 
dealing Mat Latos (Marlins) and Alfredo Simon (Tigers). At least 
the ribs are still delicious at Montgomery Inn. 
 
6. Five Rookies On The Verge 
 
They're not yelling "Yoooaaann!” They're chanting "Nice 
gooooiiin'!"… 
 
Yoan Moncada, free agent: We don't even know yet where he'll 
be camping out during spring training. The Dodgers, Red Sox, 
Yankees, Giants, Padres and others have worked him out, and 
industry sources believe he could sign as soon as this week. Just 
19, Moncada is the Next Big Thing from Cuba, a five-tool player 
who, eventually, could have an impact similar to that of Yasiel 
Puig or Jose Abreu. 
 
Joc Pederson, Dodgers: They didn't trade Matt Kemp just 
because they were bored. The Dodgers had to make room for 
Pederson, the MVP of the Pacific Coast League last season with 
33 homers, 30 steals and a 1.017 OPS for Triple-A Albuquerque. 
He's done all he can in the minors, but keep an eye on this: He 
also whiffed 149 times last summer in Triple-A, so it will be 
interesting to see how manager Don Mattingly mixes him in with 
Carl Crawford, Puig and Andre Ethier. Clearly, Pederson, just 
22, needs to play every day—or, most days. 

 
Kris Bryant, Cubs: He smashed 43 homers combined last year in 
Double-A and Triple-A, most in pro ball. Just imagining Bryant 
in Wrigley Field sets the hearts of Cubs fans aflutter. Huge 
question is, will the Cubs keep him in the minors until early June 
for financial/service-time reasons? 
 
Noah Syndergaard, Mets: The latest in New York's snazzy 
collection of young pitching, Syndergaard's fastball averages in 
the high 90s and he averaged 10 whiffs per nine innings last year 
in the minors. The Mets very soon could be the best team in the 
Big Apple. 
 
Carlos Rodon, White Sox: The third overall pick in last year's 
draft, Rodon, a big lefty out of North Carolina State, eventually 
slots in as a starter. But the White Sox have the tools to win 
now, and they've got a history of breaking in prospects in the 
bullpen (see: Chris Sale and Mark Buehrle). Don't be surprised if 
they do the same with Rodon if things break well on the South 
Side. 
 
7. Five Comebacks To Watch 
 
A standing ovation for Mr. Stanton for his first plate appearance 
this season, please… 
 
Giancarlo Stanton, Marlins: Last we saw of him, he was lying in 
the home plate dirt, blood pooling on the ground, after taking a 
Mike Fiers pitch in the chops. The Marlins believe that will be 
little more than a rude interruption, having given him a stunning 
13-year, $325 million deal in November. (Stanton has an opt-out 
clause after six years.) All the best to a charismatic player who 
easily could become the face of the game. 
 
Matt Cain, Giants: The World Series champions lost Pablo 
Sandoval and Michael Morse to free agency, and they took a 
hard run at Jon Lester before finishing second to the Cubs this 
winter. Plus, Madison Bumgarner, including October, threw 270 
innings last season, and Tim Hudson and Jake Peavy aren't 
getting any younger. Cain, 30, after just 15 starts last year before 
elbow surgery, is an enormous key for Bruce Bochy's club in 
2015. 
 
Matt Harvey, Mets: Two summers ago, he started the All-Star 
Game for the NL. Then came Tommy John surgery. Now, how 
quickly the Mets can contend is tied to Harvey's comeback. 
 
Garrett Richards, Angels: The best pitcher on the best AL team 
last season before he wrecked his knee covering first base in 
Boston. His average fastball speed of 96.2 mph last season 
ranked second only to the Royals' Yordano Ventura (96.9), 
according to FanGraphs. 
 
Miguel Cabrera and Victor Martinez, Tigers: Cabrera is 
recovering from "core muscle surgery" in October, and Martinez 
is expected to miss a month after undergoing knee surgery earlier 
this month. In the words of a certain tiger who loves his Frosted 
Flakes cereal manufactured by that cereal company based in 
Battle Creek, Michigan, Tigers fans won't rest until both are 
feeling "Grrreeeeaaaat!" 
 
8. Five Managers On The Griddle 
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Just melt the butter and pass the Aunt Jemima… 
 
Fredi Gonzalez, Braves: Lots of people wondered whether last 
season's 79-83 disappointment might cost Gonzalez his job, but 
the Braves instead sacked GM Frank Wren. John Hart replaced 
him, and Bobby Cox has a big say in baseball operations, which 
bodes well for Gonzalez, who is very close with Cox. But if 
things go off the rails in 2015, Gonzalez is vulnerable. 
 
Bud Black, Padres: Now entering the last year of his 
contract…the Padres like Black a lot (they should), but with a 
club-record payroll of $100 million-plus, they will demand 
results. 
 
Matt Williams, Nationals: With memories of last year's playoff 
meltdown against the Giants and the colossal expectations with a 
monster rotation this year, anything less than steamrolling the 
NL East could cause things to go sideways for the skipper. 
 
Walt Weiss, Rockies: The Rockies are 44 games under .500 in 
two seasons under Weiss. Last year's club was crushed by 
injuries. Let's see what happens this year. 
 
Buck Showalter, Orioles: One of the best in the business, the 
only reason we've listed him is because he's never stayed 
anywhere longer than four full seasons. And after taking the 
Orioles' job in August 2010, he's starting his fifth full season in 
Baltimore. 
 
9(a). Five Cactus League Eats 
 
Because you need sustenance after a day of baseball-watching 
and Camelback Mountain-hiking… 
 
Richardson's, Phoenix: Cuisine of New Mexico is what they say, 
and whether it's the green chile potato or the chorizo-stuffed 
pork chop, you can't go wrong. Lou Piniella endorses the prickly 
pear margaritas. (And, ahem, I rarely second-guessed anything 
Piniella did.) 
 
Italian Grotto, Old Town Scottsdale: Fun place because baseball 
people flock here. Mix in conversations with any number of 
scouts and broadcasters between bites of chicken parmesan. 
 
Los Olivos, Old Town Scottsdale: Great Mexican joint in a 
lovely location. Was having a nice meal at the bar a couple of 
years ago when I looked over and noticed umpire Jim Joyce and 
his wife sitting next to me. The conversation wasn't as spicy as 
the salsa, but it was as fulfilling as the carne asada. 
 
Don and Charlie's, Scottsdale: This place has been around 
forever, as you can quickly see by the incredibly impressive 
display of baseball memorabilia and autographed photos. Go for 
the ribs and steaks, stay for the sightseeing. 
 
Culinary Dropout, Scottsdale: How could you not like a place 
with that name? Especially when the cheese and pretzel fondue 
and fried chicken and biscuits are so delicious? 
 
9(b). Five Grapefruit League Eats 
 

Please, just no Disney World (but make sure to treat yourself 
and pull of the freeway for one of the frequently spotted Dairy 
Queens)… 
 
Frenchy's, Clearwater Beach: Grouper sandwiches on the Gulf 
of Mexico. Sensational… 
 
Leftover's Cafe, Jupiter: Not far from the Cardinals and Marlins 
camps. Personal favorite: The sweet potato-crusted sea bass. 
Almost as good as watching Adam Wainwright work on his 
curve ball a couple of miles away. 
 
Nino's, Fort Myers: I send everyone who asks about Fort Myers 
here. Italian food, homemade, as fresh as you can find, big 
portions and the garlic rolls earn extra credit. Located close to 
the Twins' camp, and not far from the Red Sox's. I've been 
going here for years. 
 
Harry's Louisiana Grill, Lakeland: I'm a sucker for Cajun food, 
and whether it's the smoked sausage, red beans and rice, the 
crawfish etouffee or the shrimp creole, it's all delicious here a 
couple of miles from Tiger Town. 
 
Bennett's Fresh Roast, Fort Myers: The coffee is as good as 
you'll find anywhere, if you're a coffee junkie like me. And their 
donuts are incredible. Get the maple bacon frosted donut (or, if 
it's lunchtime and you've got guts, the donut dog—a donut 
covered with a hot dog and sloppy joe meat). Then make sure 
you get your workout in later. 

Meet Yadier Alvarez, baseball's next coveted Cuban 
prospect 
By Mark Townsend / Yahoo! Sports 
http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/meet-
yadier-alvarez--baseball-s-next-coveted-cuban-star-
182601581.html 
 
While Major League Baseball teams line up to negotiate with 19-
year-old Cuban infielder Yoan Moncada, we're already looking 
down the road to the next potential Cuban star likely headed to 
MLB. His name is Yadier Alvarez. He's an 18-year-old right-
hander. And he's currently blowing away scouts in the 
Dominican Republic after recently defecting from his native 
land. 
 
As Kiley McDaniel of FanGraphs notes, if you're not familiar 
with Alvarez's name, it's because his rise on the prospect map 
has come almost out of nowhere. In fact, he was never really on 
the map in Cuba prior to his defection, and has no experience 
pitching in an established professional league. However, he made 
the most of his opportunity at a recent international showcase, 
lighting up the gun with a high 90s fastball and keeping scouts 
heads turning with a plus slider and quality change up. 
 
Experienced or not, that's the type of stuff that will leave scouts 
buzzing and front office executives checking under the couch 
for loose change. 
 
Alvarez looks the part as well. At 18, he stands 6-foot-3 and 
weighs around 175 pounds, which makes for a solid foundation. 
With so many years ahead of him, he also presents an 
opportunity to be molded and developed within a team's system. 
All things scouts and teams looking to stash talent will love. 

http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/meet-yadier-alvarez--baseball-s-next-coveted-cuban-star-182601581.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/meet-yadier-alvarez--baseball-s-next-coveted-cuban-star-182601581.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/meet-yadier-alvarez--baseball-s-next-coveted-cuban-star-182601581.html
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Of course, with so little real data on Alvarez, it's almost like 
filling out a scouting report from scratch. That means there are 
some questions as well, beginning with his command. In early 
workouts, that has stood out as a concern. Will he be able to 
harness and trust his excellent stuff as he moves up in 
competition? 
 
Another question is whether or not he'll have the consistency, 
stamina or durability to be a starter. His value would shoot 
through the roof if he could prove capable of handing that role. 
However, that's something that can't honestly be learned for 
months if not years. For now, limited to 2-4 innings in workouts, 
and it's unlikely he'll tax his arm much beyond that before 
signing. 
 
On that front, McDaniel says that Alvarez’s camp expects his 
paperwork to be done within 4-8 weeks, which should allow him 
to sign before July 2. That's notable because the Cubs and 
Rangers will not be able to sign him after exceeding their 
international bonus pools by more than 15 percent in 2013-14. 
On the flip side, the Diamondbacks, Angels, Red Sox and 
Yankees would still have a chance to sign him before their two-
year penalty begins.  
 
Yahoo Sports' Jeff Passan hears at least one of those teams has 
interest.  
 
Scout buzz: The Dodgers, Diamondbacks and Phillies among 
the teams expected to be in heavy on 18-year-old Cuban 
flamethrower Yadier Alvarez. 
 
— Jeff Passan (@JeffPassan) February 12, 2015 
 
Though it's too early to tell what the market will be, whoever 
does sign him will be taking a high-risk, high-reward gamble. 
McDaniel explains why. 
 
Again, as I’ve already said, it’s super early to peg what Alvarez’s 
talent and his market are, but he’s clearly better than RHP Yoan 
Lopez, the 21-year-old Cuban who signed with the 
Diamondbacks earlier this year for an $8.25 million bonus. This 
means Alvarez should go for $10 million or more, with his 
further workouts dictating what the ceiling may be. 
 
The $8.25 million was a record signing bonus for an 
international amateur, so McDaniel expects Alvarez to best that 
if not shatter it when he finally signs. Indeed, that would be a 
hefty investment to make, but sometimes you have to count on 
your eyes telling you the truth before you can figure out the 
math.  

Working With Big Data Means CIOs Must Embrace 
Uncertainty  
IT leaders should heed these words of wisdom from this NASA 
analytics expert. 
By Ricky Ribeiro / Biz Tech Magazine 
http://www.biztechmagazine.com/article/2015/02/working-
big-data-means-cios-must-embrace-uncertainty 
 
When it comes to building up hope and promise in IT these 
days, Big Data is surpassed only by the equally buzzy term 
“cloud.” The power of storing, tracking, synthesizing and, most 

importantly, analyzing data at micro and macro levels in ways 
previously not possible means that transformational 
opportunities in business await us. 
  
But the Minority Report-style future won’t happen overnight in 
your organization, and Big Data can’t be the go-to answer for all 
corporate IT woes. Amy Braverman, principal statistician at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, sat down with The Wall 
Street Journal earlier this month to discuss why she believes it’s 
important for CIOs and IT leaders to set realistic expectations 
about the role of Big Data in their companies. 
  
“Any time you compute with data you collected, you are 
calculating sample statistics.” she said. “It’s important to 
acknowledge there is uncertainty in the results.” 
  
As someone tasked with literally exploring the unknown — 
outer space — you can definitely consider Braverman an expert 
in charting untested waters. 
  
But accounting for this uncertainty doesn’t mean CIOs should 
launch Big Data projects without accounting for ROI. 
  
For example, when the Arizona Diamondbacks rolled out its 
data analytics solution, which BizTech covered last year, the 
team knew what it was measuring against: increased sales and 
renewable rates. 
  
“The better we can understand our customers, the more 
successful we will be fitting them with the best product, which in 
this case would be the best ticket package that they can enjoy 
and renew for years to come,” said Kenny Farrell, the 
Diamondbacks senior director of business strategy and 
operations. 
  
CIOs should set goals upfront, but be responsive if data shift 
things in a different direction and the goals need to be adjusted. 
There’s real organizational risk to operating a Big Data project 
without a defined purpose, Braverman said. 
  
“The peril is you spend time and don’t get a thing out of it,” she 
said. “The other peril is you spend a long time and get the wrong 
thing out of it.” 

The Coming Silly Season: Baseball’s 2015 Calendar of the 
Absurd 
By The New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/15/sports/baseball/basebal
ls-2015-calendar-of-the-absurd.html?_r=0 
 
Spring training camps open this week in Florida and Arizona, 
heralding the start of a baseball season sure to be full of 
surprises. We’ll have plenty of time for serious predictions — 
Could the Mets have more wins than the Yankees? Could the 
Giants win the title in an odd-numbered year? — but here’s a 
look at a calendar of the absurd: 
 
Feb. 20 — The PITTSBURGH PIRATES, having already used 
the former Yankees Russell Martin, Chris Stewart and now 
Francisco Cervelli as their catcher, decide to go all in. They 
extend spring training invitations to Jake Gibbs, Rick Cerone, 
Butch Wynegar, Matt Nokes, Mike Stanley, Jorge Posada, Chris 
Widger, Sal Fasano and Yogi Berra. 

http://www.biztechmagazine.com/article/2015/02/working-big-data-means-cios-must-embrace-uncertainty
http://www.biztechmagazine.com/article/2015/02/working-big-data-means-cios-must-embrace-uncertainty
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/15/sports/baseball/baseballs-2015-calendar-of-the-absurd.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/15/sports/baseball/baseballs-2015-calendar-of-the-absurd.html?_r=0
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Extra Bases 
 
A weekly notes column focused on the news, issues and 
personalities in major league baseball.  
 
In M.V.P. Race, as on Mound, Kershaw Is Hard to Beat SEP 27 
 
On Cue, the Cardinals Rise in September SEP 20 
 
Oakland Stumbles Toward a Playoff Berth SEP 13 
 
Castoff’s New Swing Leads to a Pennant Race SEP 6 
 
Fire Sale Begins to Pay Off for Marlins, for Now AUG 30 
 
See More » 
  
March 18 — Buck Showalter, the manager of the BALTIMORE 
ORIOLES, asks the team’s owner, Peter Angelos, for 
permission to interview with the Republican National 
Committee to be a candidate for president of the United States. 
Showalter argues that the move would be a promotion, but 
when Angelos demands the Lincoln Memorial and the deed to 
the Reagan Ranch as compensation, Showalter stays put. 
 
April 6 — On opening day, the MIAMI MARLINS and their 
art-dealer owner, Jeffrey Loria, unveil a hulking statue of 
Giancarlo Stanton to commemorate his record 13-year, $325 
million contract. The monument, which rises above right-center 
field to match the funky home run sculpture in left-center, 
embarrasses Stanton until he realizes he can opt out of the 
tribute after six innings. 
 
April 10 — The TEXAS RANGERS, whose players lost a 
ludicrous 2,281 days to the disabled list last season, open their 
home schedule by becoming the first team in major league 
history to wear uniforms made of Bubble Wrap. Inexplicably, 
the home white jerseys still say “Texas” instead of “Rangers.” 
 
April 24 — Dismayed by his latest crotch-grabbing antics, the 
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES devise a crowd-pleasing 
punishment for their tough-guy closer, Jonathan Papelbon: a 
role as the villain in the newest Rocky sequel, “Creed,” now 
filming in Philadelphia. 
 
May 6 — Deeply missing the game he loves, the former 
commissioner Bud Selig becomes a regular at Miller Park, home 
of the MILWAUKEE BREWERS. But things take a dark turn 
when Selig hires a childhood pal, the former United States 
senator Herb Kohl, to conduct an investigation into 
preservatives and additives in the sausage race after Chorizo’s 
suspicious winning streak. 
 
May 11 — Matt Harvey, recently given the title of New York 
City bureau chief by Derek Jeter’s website, is slapped with a six-
month suspension by the METS’ media relations department. 
Harvey had falsely claimed to his New York Rangers buddies 
that he was hit by a barrage of Tastykakes thrown by enemy 
Phillies fans while warming up in the bullpen the previous day. 
 
May 12 — Concerned that his 2014 World Series Most Valuable 
Player Award has outshined his 2014 Silver Slugger Award, the 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTs ace Madison Bumgarner serves as 
the designated hitter on a trip to Houston. He belts two more 
grand slams. 
 
May 21 — A day after David Letterman ends his run as the 
“Late Show” host on CBS, the YANKEES’ Mark Teixeira 
surprises club officials by retiring to become Letterman’s 
replacement. Teixeira, buoyed by the success of his “Foul 
Territory” comedy shorts on the YES Network’s website, 
appoints Bernie Williams as band leader. 
 
May 29 — The TORONTO BLUE JAYS, who have baseball’s 
longest postseason drought, hire Kelly Gruber from their 1992 
championship team to inspire the struggling Josh Donaldson. 
Encouraged by the presence of another Blue Jays third baseman 
with a blond mullet, Donaldson goes 5 for 5. 
 
June 8 — On the first day of the amateur draft, the KANSAS 
CITY ROYALS — encouraged by the example of pitcher 
Brandon Finnegan, who played in the College World Series and 
the major league World Series in 2014 — select players from the 
Little League World Series, the World Series of Poker, the World 
Series of Fighting, the World Series of Golf and the World Series 
of Gin Rummy. 
 
June 14 — Desperate for relievers at the end of a tough three-
game series in Detroit, CLEVELAND INDIANS Manager 
Terry Francona, the maestro of the matchup, activates a long-
ago lefty, Atlee Hammaker, for a crucial at-bat. Hammaker and 
Tribe catcher Yan Gomes become the first father-in-law/son-in-
law battery in major league history. 
 
June 22 — Hoping to reverse lackluster civic support for the 
town’s 2024 Olympic bid, the BOSTON RED SOX use a day 
off to demonstrate various events in the Summer Games. While 
Dustin Pedroia and Xander Bogaerts make a nifty pair in 
synchronized swimming, and Shane Victorino nails his ribbon 
routine in rhythmic gymnastics, Pablo Sandoval sustains a 
season-ending injury in an unfortunate pommel horse accident. 
 
June 28 — Zack Greinke, a deep-thinking ace of the LOS 
ANGELES DODGERS, waives his pending opt-out clause 
when the team offers a contract extension with a twist: Greinke 
can be co-general manager. Catcher A. J. Ellis, who was once 
told by Greinke that a good way to improve the team would be 
to trade him for a prospect, decides not to put down his deposit 
on that beachfront condo. 
 
July 1 — In an effort to speed up the pace of games, baseball 
makes good on its wish to install a pitch clock. The league 
chooses Tropicana Field, home of the TAMPA BAY RAYS, 
whose average game time last season (3 hours 19 minutes) was 
the longest in baseball. Concerns about overflowing crowds of 
rowdy fans counting down with the clock do not apply as Rays 
attendance continues to dwindle. 
 
July 14 — With the CINCINNATI REDS hosting the All-Star 
Game, Pete Rose is allowed to make a motivational speech to 
the National League team. The American League’s catchers, 
Russell Martin, Sal Perez and Matt Wieters, all sustain separated 
shoulders in home-plate collisions, but Commissioner Rob 
Manfred forgives Rose by pointing out that players really do take 
the All-Star Game seriously. 
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July 23 — The CHICAGO CUBS’ manager, Joe Maddon, parks 
his beloved R.V., “Cousin Eddie,” at a shady downtown garage. 
While the attendant takes it on a joy ride around Chicagoland, 
Maddon enjoys a madcap day off in which he visits the sky deck 
of the Willis Tower, studies Seurat at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, impersonates Abe Froman at a snooty French 
restaurant and leads a band in “Twist and Shout” at a parade 
down Dearborn Street. 
 
Continue reading the main story  
 
Continue reading the main story  
 
July 31 — After a series of deals in which he discards his entire 
25-man roster for a new one, the OAKLAND ATHLETICS’ 
Billy Beane trades himself to Apple for the iGeneralManager, a 
hand-held device that sends players frequent push notifications 
to tell them where they have been traded. 
 
Aug. 3 — John Schuerholz, the president of the ATLANTA 
BRAVES and a top adviser to the commissioner’s office on rule 
changes, decrees that the “K” symbol for strikeout now officially 
stands for “Kimbrel.” Braves closer Craig Kimbrel, who struck 
out half his opposing hitters in 2012, has raised his percentage to 
100 as leaguewide whiff trends continue. 
 
Aug. 9 — The SAN DIEGO PADRES, established in 1969, 
finally get their first no-hitter, but it’s not by James Shields, 
Tyson Ross, Ian Kennedy or Andrew Cashner. The magic 
moment belongs to Odrisamer Despaigne, who had a 3.36 
earned run average in 16 starts last season. A wave of 
Odrisamania erupts from San Ysidro to Solana Beach. 
 
Aug. 23 — General Motors tries to capitalize on the success of 
the new DETROIT TIGERS slugger Yoenis Cespedes, who 
owns an Avorza Lamborghini Aventador with tailpipes that 
shoot fire. Inspired by an episode of “The Simpsons,” the 
company introduces “The Yoenis — The Car Built For Yoenis,” 
with tail fins, two bubble domes and a musical horn. G.M. 
promptly goes out of business. 
 
Sept. 1 — Rosters expand, and the ARIZONA 
DIAMONDBACKS call up the outfield prospect Socrates Brito. 
Asked why the Diamondbacks are 40 games out of first place, 
Brito replies, “As for me, all I know is that I know nothing.” 
 
Sept. 13 — Cruising to another A.L. Most Valuable Player 
Award, the LOS ANGELES ANGELS’ Mike Trout misses his 
team’s game against the Astros to suit up as the starting running 
back for his beloved Philadelphia Eagles. Trout plans to take 
after another former Angel and All-Star Game M.V.P., Bo 
Jackson, by playing two sports — without the catastrophic hip 
injury. 
 
Sept. 17 — The MINNESOTA TWINS’ Ervin Santana, who 
signs many tweets with #SmellBaseball, introduces an app that 
somehow emanates the scent of broiled hot dogs, freshly cut 
grass and old-time Topps chewing gum through a cellphone. 
Santana wisely takes the equipment manager’s advice to leave it 
at that. 
 

Sept. 27 — With a week left in the regular season, the 
HOUSTON ASTROS break their 2013 major league record for 
strikeouts with their 1,531st whiff. Chris Carter, Jason Castro, 
Evan Gattis, Colby Rasmus, Jonathan Singleton and George 
Springer have each topped 200 strikeouts, yet contact-hitting 
machine Jose Altuve has zero. 
 
Oct. 2 — No player hit more than 40 home runs last season, but 
the WASHINGTON NATIONALS’ Bryce Harper blasts No. 
50 against the Mets at Citi Field. The ball disappears into the 
tangle of auto-glass shops far beyond right field, but Harper is 
unimpressed: His off-season 340-yard destruction of a golf ball, 
he says, was much more majestic. 
 
Oct. 3 — After helping his team clinch the A.L. Central title the 
night before, CHICAGO WHITE SOX closer David Robertson 
throws an inning left-handed, becoming the first righty to pitch 
lefty in a major league game since Greg A. Harris in 1995. 
Robertson, who owns a left-hander’s glove and throws with his 
left hand during batting practice, records his major-league-record 
63rd save. 
 
Oct. 4 — After spending his entire career as a utility man in St. 
Louis, the COLORADO ROCKIES’ Daniel Descalso finishes 
the season with a .397 average and the batting title. Descalso 
becomes the fifth different Rockie in the last nine years to win a 
batting crown. Strangely, he hits just .086 on the road. 
 
Oct. 7 — The ST. LOUIS CARDINALS, who have reached the 
N.L. Championship Series nine times since 2000, successfully 
petition the league to cancel the formality of their division series 
and allow them more time to prepare for the inevitable. 
 
Nov. 4 — The SEATTLE MARINERS’ coaching staff opens 
itself to worldwide ridicule by calling for the plodding slugger 
Nelson Cruz to steal home with two outs in the bottom of the 
ninth inning of Game 7 of the World Series. While Cruz is 
caught easily to end the season, the coaches of the local N.F.L. 
team insist it was the smart move. 
 
Correction: February 15, 2015  
 
An earlier version of this article misstated when Braves closer 
Craig Kimbrel struck out half his opposing hitters. It was 2012, 
not 2013. 
 

 

Catching up with the Aces: Kevin Munson 
By Reno Aces 
http://reno.mlblogs.com/2015/02/16/catching-up-with-the-
aces-kevin-munson/ 
 
Kevin Munson’s dominant 2014 season earned him a spot on 
Arizona’s 40-man roster over the offseason. The right-hander 
went 4-3 with a 2.60 ERA over 56 appearances with the Aces in 
’14. A 4th-round pick by the Diamondbacks in the 2010 First-
Year Player Draft out of James Madison University, Munson was 
named the Aces’ pitcher of the month by the D-backs in June 
and August. Munson will head to big-league spring training with 
an opportunity to improve on his breakout 2014 season. We 
recently caught up with him as he readies himself for camp.  
 

http://reno.mlblogs.com/2015/02/16/catching-up-with-the-aces-kevin-munson/
http://reno.mlblogs.com/2015/02/16/catching-up-with-the-aces-kevin-munson/
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Aces: Well the offseason has pretty much come and gone. How 
did you spend it, did you get enough rest and down time? 
  
Kevin Munson: I spent time in Roanoke, Phoenix, and a short 
stint playing in the Dominican Republic. I feel great and am 
ready for camp to start.  
 
Aces: 2013 was a good season for you, but 2014 was stellar. Do 
you feel like you took a big step forward? 
 
KM: 
 
Yes, I was able to put it together last year. Having Blake Lalli 
and Bobby Wilson behind the plate made things a lot easier.  
 
Aces: You were named Aces Pitcher of the Month in June and 
August by the Diamondbacks. Is there a gratification that goes 
into being recognized by the organization? 
  
KM: Yes, it felt great to have a good individual stretch and help 
the team win. August especially, was a really fun month for the 
Aces. I’m glad I was able to contribute.  
 
Aces: Many people thought you were a prime candidate to be 
called up and deserved it. I’m sure there was disappointment 
when it didn’t happen, but how did you channel that energy into 
something positive? 
  
KM: It reminded me one good season doesn’t mean the job is 
done. I’ve still got a lot to prove.  
 
Aces: Your offseason started with being placed on Arizona’s 40-
man roster. What was that day like for you, emotional at all?  
 
KM: It was special having that happen with the club that drafted 
me. I’m excited they showed confidence in me, and I hope to 
help the D-backs win games this year.  
 
Aces: Team wise, the 2014 Aces club was highly successful. Tied 
a franchise win mark, went to the PCL Championship Series. 
Every day that clubhouse was loose and enjoyable, what made 
you guys click so easily?  
 
KM: Phil (Nevin), Bird (Mike Parrott), and GG (Greg Gross) are 
all great baseball guys that set the tone. The veteran guys in the 
locker room, like Mike Jacobs, really brought the energy 
everyday.  
 
Aces: We’ll switch to one-word answers here: 
  
My 2014 was: 
 KM: Memorable. 
  
Aces: My 2015 will be: 
 KM: Better. 
  
Aces: I’m a _______ type of pitcher: 
 KM: Intense.  
 
Aces: My hometown of Roanoke, Virginia is: 
 KM: Growing. 
  
Aces: When I was growing up, my favorite player was: 

 KM: Pudge. 
  
Aces: Favorite place to be in Reno: 
 KM: Aces Ballpark would sound cliche, so Michael’s Deli. 
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February 17, 2015 

 Wendell Kim: 1950-2015 10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 The Bob Feller Museum is closing due to lack of 
interest 10:09 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Orioles not favorites of oddsmakers 9:51 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Former Florida clinic owner faces sentencing in 
baseball doping case 9:35 am EST (Reuters)  

 Anthony Bosch will be sentenced today 9:21 am EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Let’s play “Baseball Mortality” 7:50 am EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Pitchers and catchers report this week to spring 
training 3:17 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: Leadership under the gun 
2:30 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Tomase: No need to trade Swihart for Hamels 1:20 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Zito back with A's part of Beane's next movie plot 
12:55 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 
February 16, 2015 

 Koji Uehara admits “physical” issue was behind 
struggles late last season 11:26 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox Avisail Garcia learns lesson from 2014 
injury 10:59 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 The Indians sign Bruce Chen 10:56 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Source: Zito agrees to minor league deal with A's 10:32 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 The Athletics are reuniting with Barry Zito 10:21 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  
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 Ex-Dodgers star Guerrero hospitalized in Dominican 
Republic 10:18 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Jason Giambi retires after 20 seasons in majors 10:16 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 The Marlins have looked into Joba Chamberlain 10:14 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 McAdam and Merloni analyze top Sox prospects 10:10 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Merloni: Lucchino responsible for positives in Sox 
organization 9:50 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New 
England)  

 Shaughnessy: Is Lucchino being squeezed out of 
power? 9:33 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Ernie Banks caretaker says Cubs star trusted her 9:33 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Wanna buy Jeffrey Maier’s glove? 9:10 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Ernie Banks' sons fight father's caretaker over will 8:33 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Garrett Richards throws first bullpen session since 
knee surgery 7:48 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Could White Sox, Cubs land MLB All-Star Game in 
near future? 7:17 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Starlin Castro will be under the microscope at Cubs 
camp 6:45 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Yankees also retiring numbers for Bernie Williams, 
Jorge Posada; Willie Randolph to be honored in 
Monument Park 6:31 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 A-Rod reaches out to Headley, signed to replace him at 
third 6:21 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Former A's 1B Jason Giambi announces retirement 
6:13 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Spring storyline No. 2: Werth's shoulder 5:55 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Around the MLB: Cincinnati Reds offseason in review 
5:35 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Yankees to retire numbers for dynasty trio 5:33 pm EST 
(AFP)  

 Joel Hanrahan still has soreness in his arm 5:30 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Are six catchers enough for Orioles? 5:21 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Yankees to retire numbers of Pettitte, Posada and 
Williams 5:20 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Ernie Banks' sons question agent's actions as his 
caretaker 5:04 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 2015 Breakdowns: First Base 5:01 pm EST (Rotoworld)  

 A-Rod reached out to Chase Headley 5:00 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 40 Red Sox players have had Presidential names 4:45 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Yankees sign Jared Burton 4:26 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Fenway Park covered in seven feet of snow 4:23 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Why a Mayweather vs. Pacquiao bout still matters 4:07 
pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 Chuck Knoblauch is apparently irked at Andy Pettitte 
getting his number retired 3:48 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Bovada predicts Cubs will be a winning team in 
2015...barely 3:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Yankees' Masahiro Tanaka set to start Florida workouts 
3:23 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 The snow in Fenway Park is pretty incredible 3:19 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Report: Uehara admits he had physical limitations last 
year 2:54 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Mets' Dillon Gee says trade talk didn't disrupt 
offseason 2:23 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Jason Giambi announces his retirement 2:15 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Glove Maier used to catch Jeter's 1996 homer up for 
auction 2:13 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Five questions for A's to answer entering spring 
training 2:11 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Cold? Warm up with some views of the Phillies and 
palm trees 1:58 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Odds are, AL Central will be a tight race 1:44 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Vegas gives Phillies MLB's lowest projected win total 
1:24 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Vegas: Red Sox favored to win AL East 1:21 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Las Vegas says the Dodgers and Nats will win the most 
games and . . . the Phillies will win the least 1:00 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 11 years ago today the Yankees traded for Alex 
Rodriguez 12:42 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Opponent outlook: Can Yankees win with this team? 
12:12 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Minor league deal with a spring training invite: “They 
like you, they just don’t like you, like you” 11:58 am 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Golen wins story of the year, Hong takes photo honors 
10:46 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 5 Red Sox questions: Which prospects will we see? 
10:45 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Michael Wacha is “real happy” with how his shoulder 
feels 10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: The rest of the rotation 9:50 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Do these Yankees have spirit of '96? 9:29 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The integration of spring training 9:21 am EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Orioles will try and make positives outweigh negatives 
9:09 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Shaughnessy: Lucchino being 'squeezed out' by Sox 
6:58 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 The Yankees will retire Andy Pettitte’s number 46 6:40 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Dogs ready to have their day - and nights - at 
Westminster 4:05 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 
February 15, 2015 

 Chris Capuano the favorite to win final spot in 
Yankees’ rotation 9:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  
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 How can Red Sox help young players develop? 9:10 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Shaughnessy explores how Red Sox could get Cole 
Hamels 9:00 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Spring storyline No. 3: What's Roark's role? 8:42 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Around MLB: Kansas City Royals offseason in review 
8:27 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Dodgers sign David Aardsma to a minor league 
contract 8:15 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 White Sox players get head start on spring camp 7:43 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Report: Red Sox make offer for Cole Hamels 7:13 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Reds still trying to sign Johnny Cueto to an extension 
7:10 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Around the MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates offseason in 
review 6:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 
 

February 17, 2015 • MLB.com 
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/transactions 
 

Team Player Transaction 

Cleveland Indians  Jason Giambi  Retired 

Cleveland Indians  Bruce Chen 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

New York 
Yankees  

Jared Burton  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Oakland Athletics  Barry Zito  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Los Angeles 
Dodgers  

David 
Aardsma  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Texas Rangers  Jamey Wright  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Friday, February 13, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Arizona 
Diamondbacks  

Addison Reed  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Atlanta Braves  Eric Young  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Boston Red Sox  Jess Todd  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Chicago Cubs  

Gonzalez 
Germen 

Outrighted to Minors 

Chicago White 
Sox  

Matt Albers  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Cincinnati Reds 

Aroldis 
Chapman  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Houston Astros  Joe Thatcher  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Joe Blanton  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Greg Holland  

Signed, ( 2015)(avoids 
arbitration) 

Miami Marlins  David Phelps  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 

Milwaukee 
Brewers 

David 
Herndon  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Diego Padres  Josh Bell  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Francisco 
Giants  

Clay Rapada 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Seattle Mariners Rickie Weeks 

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Seattle Mariners Edgar Olmos  Designated for Assignment 

Toronto Blue Jays  

Josh 
Donaldson  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 
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