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Daily Herald 
Cubs insist fatigue not a factor in 10-4 rout by White Sox 
By Bruce Miles 
 
The Cubs are looking like a tired bunch right now. 
 
That's easy to understand. They're coming off a stretch of 30 game days, with a day off Thursday coming 
after an overnight flight from Phoenix. 
 
"We've just been through a very difficult stretch for those who have been following," joked manager Joe 
Maddon before his team was pounded 10-4 Friday by the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. "We've 
been on the road a bit. Actually, it's almost like you need a day off after a day off. Your first day off in 30 
days, how do you react to that next day? Just watching the guys in the clubhouse, they seem to be fine." 
 
Not even the emotional return of pitcher Jose Quintana to the South Side could do much to inspire the 
Cubs, who were pretty well shut down by White Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez. 
 
Quintana lasted 5-plus innings, giving up 9 hits and 5 runs, 3 coming on a second-inning home run by 
Kevan Smith. 
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Tired or not, the first-place Cubs (89-64) have business to take care of over the final nine games of the 
season if they're going to win the National League Central and make their fourth straight postseason 
appearance. 
 
They've been outscored 19-4 over the last two games, having been blanked 9-0 Wednesday at Arizona. 
 
Maddon has been realistic about the fatigue factor, and he said he doesn't believe his players are letting 
talk of it get to them and making it a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
 
"I don't think we have let it," he said after the game. "So let's just trust in the power of 24 hours, come 
on back and play our game tomorrow and not get too caught up in one game." 
 
Quintana (13-11), who pitched for the White Sox from 2012 until being traded to the Cubs in July of last 
year, made his first career appearance against his former team. 
 
"Everything was the same," he said. "I threw a lot of years here. It was good to be back. I tried to have a 
better showing for the fans. I didn't have nerves this time. Maybe I pushed to give a better show for the 
fans today. Every time we go to the mound we try to do the best. That never changes. I feel bad about 
this outing, but I don't have time for stuff." 
 
The Cubs, who have been up and down offensively, were outhit 19-9 by the White Sox. Daniel Murphy 
had 3 hits for the Cubs, including a home run to lead off the game. He credited Lopez for stopping the 
Cubs' attack. 
 
"He did a really good job, especially when runners got on, of altering his times to the plate, which really 
disrupts the rhythm and timing of the hitter," he said. "He kind of had that live fastball going, middle to 
top of the zone. I know that even my first at-bat, was fortunate to get a piece of that one up." 
 
The Cubs also dealt with the distraction before the game of shortstop Addison Russell being put on 
administrative leave by Major League Baseball as it investigates accusations of domestic abuse by his ex-
wife. 
 
"We're not the first team in history to deal with something like that," Murphy said. "I don't think that 
had a huge bearing on today's outcome. Controlling the things you can control, coming to the ballpark 
ready to play and seeing what you can do that day to help the club win, that's within our control." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Schwarber gets back in swing of things 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Kyle Schwarber saw his first game action for the Cubs since Sept. 10 as he served as the designated 
hitter and went 0-for-4 with 2 strikeouts in a 10-4 loss to the White Sox Friday at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Schwarber injured his back Sept. 5 at Milwaukee and saw limited action over the following few days. 
 
"I felt good, just being out there on the field and being able to get in the box," he said. "I've got a little 
bit more work to do with the timing, but I felt like it kept getting better and better each at-bat. Just 
continue to keep working on that, and good things are going to happen." 
 



 

When asked when he felt his timing might be back, he had a snappy answer. 
 
"Hopefully tomorrow, right?" he said with a laugh. "So, tomorrow." 
 
Taking what they can get: 
The Cubs flew overnight from Phoenix to Chicago after Wednesday night's series finale at Arizona, 
where they won two of three. 
 
Even though Thursday's off-day felt like only a partial day off, the players seemed glad for it. 
 
"It was great," said first baseman Anthony Rizzo. "It was hard to sleep last night not having to come 
down from a game. It was like withdrawal. It was nice to have a day off, especially at home." 
 
Praise for Quintana: 
The White Sox beat their former left-handed ace, Jose Quintana, on Friday. But he was a mainstay of the 
Sox rotation since 2012, and team members had good things to say about him. 
 
"He was a lot of heart," said Sox manager Rick Renteria. "He went out there every five days and gave 
you what he had. He was another kid that, if I remember well, we didn't give him a whole lot of run 
support. Kept us in the ballgame, gave us a lot of quality starts and just as professional as you can be, a 
quality person and performer. He's a quality individual across the board." 
 
Quintana was bested by White Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez. 
 
"Yes, we met last year as teammates," Lopez said. "I didn't know that I was facing him today until this 
morning when I got the lineup and I though 'Oh, I'm going to face him.' It's always a good feeling when 
you're facing a guy like him. He was a very good teammate with me and when you're facing another 
Latino, it's always an extra excitement there, especially when you're facing a guy like him, it's good. It's a 
good feeling." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Addison Russell placed on leave; Cub denies ex-wife's domestic violence claims 
By Bruce Miles 
 
The Chicago Cubs held a closed-door team meeting in their clubhouse Friday, but it had nothing to do 
with baseball or their series against their crosstown rivals, the White Sox. 
 
Team Chairman Tom Ricketts, President Theo Epstein and General Manager Jed Hoyer led the meeting 
to discuss shortstop Addison Russell being placed on administrative leave by Major League Baseball in 
the wake of allegations of years of domestic violence made by his ex-wife, Melisa Reidy. 
 
Epstein said he and Ricketts called Russell into their Wrigley Field offices Friday morning to inform him 
of the disciplinary action. 
 
"Obviously, we take it very, very seriously," Ricketts said during a news conference at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. "It's something we're very concerned about. There's a process established for this, and we intend 
to cooperate with the process and let the league do their job." 
 
Russell denied the allegations in a statement released through the MLB Players Association Friday night. 



 

 
"These allegations are completely false," Russell said in the statement. "I made that clear to Major 
League Baseball last year and reiterated it to the Cubs today. I'm confident any full and fair investigation 
will fully exonerate me. The protection of my children is foremost in my mind so I will have no further 
comment." 
 
Last year, Reidy posted a photo on her Instagram account with a caption suggesting her husband of 
about 18 months had been unfaithful to her. In another post, a user -- described by Melisa as a close 
friend -- made the accusation that Russell had "hit" his wife. The post was later deleted, and Russell 
denied the allegation. The two were divorced Aug. 30, according to court records in Escambia County, 
Florida. 
 
Late Thursday, a blog post attributed to Reidy contained more detailed allegations, including years of 
physical and emotional abuse. 
 
Less than 12 hours later, MLB announced Russell's leave in accordance with the MLB-MLB Players 
Association domestic violence policy. 
 
"The first time I was physically mistreated by my spouse, I was in shock," the blog post reads. "I couldn't 
wrap my head around what just happened. … Why did he get so angry? What did I do for him to want to 
put his hands on me? Of course I forgave him & assumed it would never happen again. I just thought he 
had let his emotions get the best of him, he loves me and he's sorry. 
 
"I was deeply hurt that he could even be capable of this behavior toward me, I couldn't understand how 
the man I was so in love with, the FATHER of my child, the man I married just a few months ago could 
show such aggression toward me. … I simply could not wrap my head around it, it tore me apart. As 
much as I tried to pretend it never happened, I noticed myself avoiding making him angry in any way in 
fear of it happening again. I saw a darkness in him I've never seen or experienced in him or anyone else." 
 
Last year, Russell steadfastly refused to talk about what he said were personal matters. 
 
Epstein said he became aware of Reidy's blog post late Thursday night. 
 
"Surprised, yes, certainly, late (Thursday) night, before I went to bed I saw the post," he said. "I 
immediately reached out to the league's investigative body to ask if they would verify any of what was in 
the post because it was so disturbing. We were in touch with them (Friday) morning. 
 
"Tom (Ricketts) and I were on the phone with the commissioner (Rob Manfred) and the league office. 
They told us they were considering placing Addison on administrative leave, which is an intermediate 
step built into the domestic violence policy. We concurred that that was appropriate under the 
situation." 
 
Epstein and manager Joe Maddon repeated that they would let the process play out. Under the MLB 
policy, administrative leave is up to seven days, but Epstein said "there is a process by which the league 
can request an extension of up to another seven days. There is protocol between the league and the 
(players) association to deal with the length of the administrative leave." Epstein would not comment on 
Russell's immediate or long-term future with the Cubs once the current matter is settled with MLB. 
 
He said Russell denied doing what he had been accused of by his ex-wife. 
 



 

Russell, an all-star in 2016 and a key member of the team's world championship team of that season, is 
batting .250 with 5 home runs and 38 RBI this season. The Cubs are trying to clinch the National League 
Central and go to the postseason for a fourth straight season. 
 
Epstein said there were more important concerns than that when it came to the Russell situation. 
 
"Anytime there are accusations of this nature, they have to be taken very seriously," he said. "Timing or 
inconvenience doesn't play into it. All parties have an obligation to get to a just and fair resolution. If 
that includes discipline, if appropriate, so be it. If it doesn't, then so be it. 
 
"The important thing here is that justice and fairness is ultimately found. Timing is not ideal, but it 
doesn't matter. What matters is getting to a just an fair resolution, in our opinion. So we're supportive 
of the league's step." 
 
The Cubs have prided themselves on bringing "character players" into the organization. They took heat 
in 2016 when they traded for closer Aroldis Chapman, who had been suspended 30 days that year while 
with the Yankees under the domestic violence policy. 
 
When asked about Russell's character on Friday, Epstein said he knows Russell in only one sense. 
 
"I would say that I know him in a baseball context," he said. "I think one thing that we've learned as a 
society is we collectively try to wrestle with balancing, to try do deal with how to appropriately handle 
accusations like this. It's important to step back and realize that if you know someone in one context you 
don't necessarily know them fully. 
 
"That said, he's a member of this organization who has been an active member of this club. His dealings 
with us have certainly been on the up and up. I can't speculate on things that occurred beyond this 
except to say that we are concerned about the allegations." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Is this the end for Addison Russell in a Cubs uniform? 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Read Melisa Reidy’s raw, unsettling blog post about her relationship with Addison Russell before you 
make any judgments or watch another second of Cubs baseball. 
 
It’s her side of a sad story that comes at an extraordinary cultural moment, the #MeToo movement that 
has taken down corporate titans, rattled Hollywood and the White House and may sink a Supreme Court 
nominee. 
 
By the time Joe Maddon met with the Chicago media on a grim Friday afternoon on the South Side, the 
Cubs manager hadn’t actually read the allegations of physical and emotional abuse that Russell’s ex-wife 
posted online. Though there weren’t many immediate answers, Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts and 
president of baseball operations Theo Epstein came prepared for the questions in the big college-
lecture-hall-style room on the ground floor of Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
After Major League Baseball placed Russell on administrative leave under the joint domestic violence 
policy – a mechanism collectively bargained with the players’ union – Epstein declined to address the 
shortstop’s future in a Cubs uniform. 



 

 
“It’s not appropriate to speculate while this step is going on,” Epstein said. “The whole point of the 
administrative leave is to provide a better forum for the league to conduct its fact-finding and 
investigation to ultimately come to a determination of what occurred and then find appropriate 
discipline. 
 
“While we’re in that step, I think it makes sense to just step back and give our support to the process. 
This step is built in to provide the accuser and the accused with rights and to ultimately find a just and 
fair resolution. So beyond saying that, yes, the account was very disturbing, we take it extremely 
seriously, I think the way that we can best contribute at this point is just to cooperate and allow the 
process to play out.” 
 
Ricketts and Epstein had already called Russell into the Wrigley Field offices that morning because last 
year’s third-party accusation on social media had escalated into a firsthand account of an abusive 
marriage. While wanting to keep the details of that meeting confidential, Epstein did reveal that Russell 
repeated the denial he issued last June, when MLB officials first launched an investigation into those 
abuse allegations. 
 
“We questioned him on it and he reaffirmed his stance that he did not do what he’s accused of having 
done,” Epstein said. 
 
“These allegations are completely false,” Russell said in a statement released through the players’ union. 
“I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year and reiterated it to the Cubs today. I’m confident 
any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. The protection of my children is foremost in my 
mind so I will have no further comment.” 
 
This feels like the beginning of the end for the Cubs and Russell, who had once been a foundation piece 
in the Wrigley Field rebuild, coming over from the Oakland A’s in the Jeff Samardzija trade in the middle 
of the 2014 season. Russell made his big-league debut within 10 months and by the age of 22 had 
emerged as an All-Star shortstop for the 2016 World Series team. 
 
Russell hasn’t looked like the same player since that peak and went on administrative leave with only 10 
games left in the regular season. MLB can request an additional seven-day extension if the initial seven-
day period expires. Epstein – who briefed Cubs players in the clubhouse before Friday’s 10-4 loss to the 
White Sox – declined to say if he anticipates Russell playing again this year. 
 
“Again, it’s the same answer,” Epstein said. “It wouldn’t be appropriate to speculate. We’re at an 
important juncture where the league has a job to do – to find a just and fair resolution. We want to 
support that. But I don’t think it serves any of the parties to speculate.” 
 
Without Reidy as a cooperating witness or Russell involved in a law-enforcement matter, MLB’s 
investigation never really gained traction, but it was also never officially closed. 
 
“I can’t get into speculating on what will or won’t happen over the next few weeks,” Ricketts said. “I’ll 
just reiterate the fact that we respect the process and we hope that the process moves quickly so that 
we can get to the right answer and everyone feels like it was a fair process with a just outcome.” 
 
In the middle of a press conference that lasted almost 15 minutes, a columnist presented this question 
to Epstein: If you were asked to be a character witness, what would you say about Russell? 
 



 

“I would say that I know him in a baseball context,” Epstein said. “And that I think one thing that we’ve 
learned as a society is we collectively wrestle with trying to deal with how to appropriately handle 
accusations like this. It’s important to step back and realize that if you know someone in one context, 
you don’t necessarily know them fully. 
 
“That said, he’s a member of this organization who has been an active member of this club. His dealings 
with us have been certainly on the up and up. I can’t speculate as to things that occur beyond this, 
except to say that we certainly are concerned about the allegations.” 
 
Two years ago, before a Cubs-Sox game on the South Side, Epstein faced the Chicago media in the 
visiting dugout after making the blockbuster Aroldis Chapman trade with the New York Yankees. The 
Cubs rationalized acquiring a 100-mph closer who began that season serving a 30-game suspension 
under MLB’s domestic violence policy, figuring they would rather be with Chapman than against him in 
the playoffs and feeling the urgency of a 108-year championship drought. 
 
That day, Chapman came across as unprepared, uninterested and insensitive during his first press 
conference as a Cub, embarrassing the organization when he said through an interpreter (then-coach 
Henry Blanco) that he didn’t remember anything specific about his conversation with Ricketts about off-
the-field expectations. He later clarified his remarks, and it was clear the Cubs weren’t as prepared as 
they thought they were for that moment. 
 
Back then, the Cubs felt adding an exceptional talent like Chapman, with that historic World Series 
trophy just outside their grasp, outweighed his toxic behavior and image. That cold-blooded calculus 
may change with Russell, an underperforming, arbitration-eligible player who might simply not be 
offered a contract this offseason. 
 
Javier Báez is now an MVP candidate and no one is talking about Russell as the next Barry Larkin 
anymore. Even inside the bubble of professional sports, there is an increasing awareness of the outside 
world. While Anthony Rizzo awkwardly tried to answer Russell questions at his locker, a TV screen on 
one side of the visiting clubhouse showed this ESPN graphic about the rotten business culture that 
enveloped the Dallas Mavericks: “Mark Cuban to donate $10M after workplace investigation.” 
 
This is a workplace where Russell seemed to be somewhat isolated. Maddon said he had not spoken 
with Russell since the allegations resurfaced. Maddon also said he never discussed this personal 
situation with Russell last year. 
 
“Addi and I talk about a lot of things,” Maddon said. “That was not brought up between he and I 
personally. And actually I didn’t think it was appropriate that I would even attempt to counsel him. He’ll 
seek his own counsel.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Comitor: We know the Cubs take care of their own, but who was there for Melisa Reidy? 
By Lauren Comitor 
 
It’s a familiar series of events. 
 
An accusation is made by someone, usually a woman, about a wealthy, powerful figure. An 
investigation, depending on the victim’s willingness to cooperate. A conclusion, often some degree of a 
slap on the wrist. The victim deals with the consequences. An entreaty to try to move on. 



 

 
That’s nearly what happened last year when Cubs shortstop Addison Russell was accused of physical and 
mental abuse of his wife, Melisa Reidy, by a third party on social media. Major League Baseball opened 
an investigation, which Reidy declined to participate in, as was her right. But the investigation remained 
open. 
 
Thursday night, Reidy, the voice that’s been missing in all of this, spoke up in a major way. 
 
In a blog post titled “you no longer have a secret, you have a story,” Reidy writes about finding the 
courage to speak up about what she says happened to her and provides a harrowing account of the 
physical, emotional and verbal abuse she says she endured. She never mentions Russell by name in the 
post, only referring to him as her husband, but writes that the abuse became “an everyday thing,” and 
something that their 3-year-old son witnessed. 
 
“Being blamed for just about anything that went wrong, name calling, intimidating me with personal 
force, manipulating me to think I was the problem, destroying my personal things, threatening me to 
‘send’ me & our son home to my parents as if I was privileged to be living in our home,” she writes of 
the abuse. “Basically, I felt like I was nothing, a nobody & I was nothing without him, & I couldn’t do 
anything without him. After he would calm down from his angry spells, I’d always get the most sincere 
apologies, making me believe how sorry he was & he’s working on bettering himself. One of his favorite 
excuses was that he was ‘young’ & he’s still learning how to live right, he basically raised himself, he 
didn’t have nurturing parents like I did & he didn’t know how to love the way I did. But, somehow he 
could ALWAYS find a way to make me feel like it happened because of me, or because I wasn’t listening 
to him.” 
 
Anyone who truly wants to understand the situation needs to read Reidy’s words, which are 
unfortunately all too familiar to those who understand the patterns of domestic violence and abuse. It 
shouldn’t be a mystery to anyone why Reidy declined to participate in the investigation last year, and 
why she is only telling her side of the story, in her own words, now. Judging from the post, she seems to 
be in a much better place in her life than she was a year ago, but that’s hardly the point. 
 
Reidy surely had her own reasons for taking the course of action she did, and we don’t yet know 
whether she’s willing to cooperate with league investigators this time. And realistically, there’s not 
much reason for her to do so. 
 
MLB has proved time and again that even while it claims to take these kinds of accusations seriously, 
there’s still a place in the league for men who have been accused of domestic violence, post-
suspensions and all. Even if MLB suspended Russell, or the Cubs released him, he’d find another home, 
just like Aroldis Chapman did with the Cubs in 2016. 
 
The Cubs acquired Chapman for his ability as a shutdown closer, but also because he had already served 
his 30-game suspension. In their eyes, the league had done its due diligence, Chapman had served his 
time and that was that. But the first words Chapman spoke to the Chicago media after the trade proved 
that wasn’t true. 
 
The Cubs won’t get off so easy here, as the process begins anew. They’re able to deflect questions about 
the allegations and investigation because everything is under MLB’s jurisdiction. The league put Russell 
on administrative leave before Friday’s game, and MLB will dictate whatever happens next, with the 
Cubs’ cooperation. 
 



 

But team officials — chairman Tom Ricketts, president Theo Epstein and manager Joe Maddon — had 
the opportunity to add something meaningful to the conversation on Friday, and they squandered it. 
Ricketts and Epstein, both looking appropriately somber, said about what you’d expect — that they take 
domestic violence allegations very seriously, that they’re going to let the process play out in hopes of 
coming to a “just and fair” resolution. He said that Russell maintained his innocence, which Russell 
expressed in a statement released through the players’ union. 
 
“These allegations are completely false,” Russell said in the statement. “I made that clear to Major 
League Baseball last year and reiterated it to the Cubs today. I’m confident any full and fair investigation 
will fully exonerate me. The protection of my children is foremost in my mind so I will have no further 
comment.” 
 
When asked what he knew about Russell’s character, Epstein had tellingly little to say about Russell the 
person. 
 
“I would say that I know him in a baseball context,” Epstein said. “And that I think one thing that we’ve 
learned as a society is we collectively wrestle with trying to deal with how to appropriately handle 
accusations like this. It’s important to step back and realize that if you know someone in one context, 
you don’t necessarily know them fully. 
 
“That said, he’s a member of this organization who has been an active member of this club. His dealings 
with us have been certainly on the up and up. I can’t speculate as to things that occur beyond this, 
except to say that we certainly are concerned about the allegations.” 
 
Epstein called the content of the blog post “disturbing,” while Maddon admitted he hadn’t read it, and 
seemed like he had no intention of doing so. The manager known for his ability to build personal 
connections with his players claimed he doesn’t discuss personal matters with his team members, 
instead sticking to baseball and things like TV shows — “Westworld,” was the example he provided for 
Russell. 
 
For an organization that professes to care about its players as human beings, did anyone really know 
Russell, or try to find out after last year’s allegations? Anthony Rizzo was the only player to address the 
media about the issue before the game, and didn’t have much to say beyond the fact that he also hadn’t 
read the post. 
 
And for an organization that invests in its players’ families, who was there for Melisa Reidy? As our 
Patrick Mooney detailed earlier this year, one of the Cubs’ biggest selling points to free agents are the 
resources they make available to players’ wives and children — handymen, dog-sitters, doctors, etc. 
Were there resources available to Reidy? If there weren’t, there should have been, one independent 
from the team. 
 
It’s not Maddon’s or Rizzo’s job to investigate anything or draw conclusions about this situation, but the 
apparent lack of concern for the victim, or willingness to listen to her side of the story, should tell you 
everything you need to know about why women are so reluctant to come forward with these kinds of 
allegations. 
 
It’s more than unfortunate that we can easily point to such recent examples as Ohio State for yet 
another instance where a victim was hardly the first consideration throughout the process of an 
investigation. But when it comes to public figures — athletes, politicians, powerful Hollywood executives 
— people are all too willing to dismiss the victim and the larger issue in order to maintain the status quo 
and the systems that fail to empower the people who need empowering. 



 

 
Major League Baseball’s investigation is important. But it would be foolish to assume that it will make 
any real difference for the people to whom it matters the most — all victims of abuse and people who 
care about the injustices they endure, and most importantly, Reidy and her son. 
 
Russell will eventually be able to move on from the investigation and its outcome, whether that’s with 
the Cubs or not. But Reidy will carry the weight of what happened to her for the rest of her life. And 
that’s an injustice that none of us can reverse, no matter how much we pretend to try. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
MLB places Addison Russell on administrative leave after new domestic violence allegations 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
On Friday, Major League Baseball placed Cubs shortstop Addison Russell on administrative leave as it 
conducts an investigation into his ex-wife’s blog post that detailed previous physical and mental abuse 
allegations against him. 
 
“Obviously we take it very, very seriously,” Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts said in a press conference with 
team president Theo Epstein at Guaranteed Rate Field. “It’s something we’re very concerned about.” 
 
Domestic violence allegations first surfaced last June when one of Melisa Reidy’s friends made them in 
an Instagram comment section. Reidy later filed for divorce, and while she posted on Instagram about 
his infidelity, she never spoke publicly. 
 
An MLB investigation remained open and on Friday, it confirmed she had not taken part with the 
investigation thus far. Administrative leave can be up to seven days. Epstein said MLB can extend it for 
another seven days. 
 
“I don’t think the Cubs or the league could underscore enough how seriously we do take matters of 
domestic violence,” Epstein said. “The rights of all our fans and our families and our players and their 
families to be safe. And that’s of the utmost importance. It’s more important than baseball.” 
 
Late Thursday night, Reidy sent out a series of messages on Instagram Stories about why she was telling 
her story and directed people to a link in her bio for a blog. 
 
Epstein called the contents of the blog “very disturbing.” Here are two snippets: 
 
“Emotional/verbal abuse started way before I even realized, eventually it started to be an everyday 
thing,” she wrote. “Being blamed for just about anything that went wrong, name calling, intimidating me 
with personal force, manipulating me to think I was the problem, destroying my personal things, 
threatening me to “send” me & our son home to my parents as if I was privileged to be living in our 
home.” 
 
“I returned for a visit so my son could see his father, also in hopes that maybe, just maybe I’d see a 
change in my husband,” she wrote. “But, as I expected our visit was a nightmare, I swore to myself it 
would be the last time he’d lay his hands on me & it would be that last time I’d let my son be a witness 
to it. A week after flying home, I finally made the call and took legal action to start our separation.” 
 



 

Epstein said under the league’s collectively bargained domestic violence policy, the Cubs were 
“prohibited” from getting involved in the investigation last year, beyond cooperating with MLB fact-
finders. 
 
“The league takes jurisdiction in all investigative and disciplinary matters unless or until it reaches a 
point where they pass it on to the club,” he said. “In this matter, we’ve never yet reached that point.” 
 
Epstein reached out to MLB investigators late Thursday night. He and Ricketts talked to Commissioner 
Rob Manfred and other MLB officials Friday and then called in Russell for a meeting, where they 
informed him he was being put on administrative leave. 
 
“We questioned him on it and he reaffirmed his stance that he did not do what he is accused of having 
done,” Epstein said. 
 
Russell released a statement on Friday evening through the Players Association: “These allegations are 
totally false. I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year and reiterated it to the Cubs today. I’m 
confident any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. The protection of my children is 
foremost in my mind so I will have no further comment.” 
 
The Cubs supported MLB’s decision to put Russell on administrative leave. 
 
“Last year, this was a third-person accusation on social media and now this is a direct accusation from 
the accuser, from the potential victim,” Epstein said. “He was not placed on administrative leave last 
year, he was away from the team briefly. But we think this step is appropriate in light of the post.” 
 
In 2016, they were heavily criticized for trading for closer Aroldis Chapman, who had served a 
suspension earlier that season, while with the Yankees, under the league’s domestic violence policy.  
 
“It would not have been appropriate, and it would have sent the wrong message, to have Addison wear 
a Chicago Cubs uniform this morning,” Epstein said. “So we fully support the placement on 
administrative leave.” 
 
Epstein admitted he really doesn’t know Russell outside of work. 
 
“I would say that I know him in a baseball context and that one thing I think we’ve learned as a society 
as we collectively … try to deal appropriately with and handle accusations like this, it’s important to step 
back and understand because you know someone in one context, you don’t necessarily know them 
fully,” he said.  
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Exavier Pope: Can Addison Russell challenge MLB’s decision to put him on leave? 
By Exavier Pope 
 
When Major League Baseball announced it was placing Cubs starting shortstop Addison Russell on 
administrative leave several hours after ex-wife Melisa Reidy posted a blog with new domestic abuse 
accusations against him, the decision put MLB and the players union’s joint domestic policy squarely in 
the Cubs orbit and potentially put Russell’s 2018 season in jeopardy. 
 
A closer look at some pressing questions surrounding that decision: 



 

 
What gave Major League Baseball the authority to put Addison Russell on administrative league now? 
 
Major League Baseball and the MLBPA, the labor union that represents players, created a “Joint 
Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Policy” and incorporated it into the league’s 
collective bargaining agreement in August 2015. 
 
Section II of the policy covers investigations of domestic violence. After giving Section IIA written 
notification to a player of allegations a “Covered Act” under the policy, under Section IIB, MLB’s 
“Commissioner may immediately place a Player accused of a Covered Act on Administrative Leave, 
effective as early as the date of the Notification.” 
 
Reidy’s viral post made MLB quickly aware and MLB did not waste time giving notice of those allegations 
and put Russell on leave. 
 
Why didn’t Major League Baseball take action to keep Russell off the field until now? 
 
Major League Baseball did not have enough information for its investigation into Addison Russell to go 
beyond the inquiry stage. 
 
Under Section IIB “Administrative Leave” of the domestic violence policy, MLB is not required to put a 
player under administrative leave during an investigation, stating the “Commissioner’s Office may defer 
placing the Player on Administrative Leave until the Player is either charged with a crime by law 
enforcement, or the Commissioner’s Office receives credible information corroborating the allegations.” 
 
Major League Baseball has had an open investigation of Russell since June 7, 2017. MLB learned that day 
of a Reidy’s Instagram post alleging abuse by Russell. The post also contained a comment by the user 
“carlierreed” described by Reidy as a close friend of Russell and accused him of “mentally and physically 
abusing” Reidy. 
 
That post was deleted shortly after it was posted. 
 
Two weeks later, on June 21, 2017, Reidy filed for a divorce and announced she would not meet with 
Major League Baseball as part of its investigation. 
 
Beermann Pritikin Mirabelli Swerdlove LLP, the law firm representing Reidy, announced divorce 
proceedings in a statement: “It is her desire to pursue a resolution that is, first and foremost, in the best 
interest of the parties’ son, and which occurs in a swift, amicable and private fashion.” 
 
The Addisons once shared a residence in Chicago. Chicago Police Department spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi stated the day MLB began its investigation that the department “does not have any current 
investigation” into Russell or allegations of domestic violence. 
 
Chicago Police have not provided any alternative information since. 
 
Russell has denied Reidy’s allegations from the outset. Russell’s agent Scott Boras stated in response to 
the initial investigation, “I know from our standpoint there are very few people involved. There’s been 
no support for the foundation to support any of the claims made, and immediately the next day the 
(social media post) was erased.” 
 



 

Until Reidy posted her blog with new allegations of abuse against Russell, MLB did not have “credible 
information corroborating the allegations.” 
 
Once MLB obtained knowledge of the blog, MLB had the corroboration it needed to put Russell on 
leave. 
 
Can Addison Russell challenge MLB’s decision to put him on administrative leave? 
 
Yes. Although administrative leaves do not qualify as league discipline, Under Section IIB1 of the 
league’s domestic violence policy, any player on leave “may request an in-person or telephonic hearing 
before the Grievance Arbitration Panel” within 24 hours to “seek reinstatement to the active roster” 
during an investigation. The Arbitration Panel would issue a ruling “within 24 hours of the close of the 
hearing.” 
 
The Panel could reinstate a player to an active roster if a “Covered Act” is not supported by “credible 
information,” the investigation is “consistent with the safety of the victim(s) and will not cause 
disruption to the Player’s Club.” 
 
At this point, Addison Russell has not indicated he will challenge MLB’s decision to put him on 
administrative leave, and there is nothing to suggest MLB has received any additional information to 
make her allegations more or less credible. 
 
Is Reidy’s cooperation required for MLB to discipline Addison Russell? 
 
It does not appear so. Major League Baseball’s domestic violence is silent on whether victims of an 
alleged “Covered Act” under the policy are required in order to discipline players. 
 
Under Section IIB5 of the league’s relevant domestic violence policy, players and MLBPA “shall 
cooperate,” including making the player “available for an investigatory interview during his period of 
Administrative Leave.” 
 
Nothing is mentioned about alleged victim cooperation, and there is nothing to suggest Reidy intends to 
cooperate with MLB in its investigation of Russell. 
 
Major League Baseball can also interview other relevant individuals if such individuals exist and make 
themselves available; it could also conceivably use the Reidy’s blog post to make a decision on 
ultimately disciplining Russell. 
 
Could Addison Russell miss the playoffs? 
 
It is speculative at this point to determine if Addison Russell will be disciplined and for how long, but if 
Russell were disciplined, it would set a new precedent for a player not charged with a crime. 
 
Under Section IID4 of MLB’s domestic violence policy, “A Player may be subjected to disciplinary action 
for just cause by the Commissioner for a violation of this Policy in the absence of a conviction or a plea 
of guilty to a crime involving a Covered Act.” 
 
The policy gives the Commissioner significant latitude how long he can suspend a player. 
 
MLB can place Russell on leave for up to seven days plus an additional seven-day extension. During or 
upon conclusion of a leave and its extension MLB could immediately reinstate or discipline Russell. 



 

 
If MLB suspended Russell he would be put on a “Restricted List” for the time of the suspension, would 
not be entitled to pay, and would accrue Major League “service” during the time suspended. 
 
Russell would then be entitled to challenge the suspension via an Arbitration Panel Review by him or 
MLBPA with discovery and the burden of proof on MLB to show the player committed the “Covered 
Act.” 
 
So far 10 other MLB players have been investigated for potentially violating the league’s current 
domestic violence policy. 
 
The stiffest punishments, such as Jose Torres (100 games), Hector Oliviera (82 games), Roberto Osuna 
(75 games), Jose Reyes (51 games), Aroldis Champman (30 games), Jeurys Familia (15 games), Steven 
Wright (15 games) have all involved criminal charges filed against the player. Free-agent catcher Derek 
Norris was suspended from the remainder of the year September 1, 2017 for an unspecified incident in 
2015. 
 
Alternatively, MLB could choose to reinstate Russell after a leave if they don’t get cooperation from 
Reidy, with the rationale of requiring both sides to cooperate to formally discipline a player. However, 
that decision could potentially invite the public scrutiny of not believing the victim and insulting women 
who come forward with and reveal their abuse. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs unable to back Quintana in opener vs. Sox 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Friday was not the homecoming Jose Quintana had hoped for. 
 
Pitching for the first time at the ballpark he called home for 5 1/2 seasons, Quintana took the loss as the 
White Sox roughed up the Cubs, 10-4, at Guaranteed Rate Field. Quintana should've felt right at home -- 
the Cubs didn't give him much run support, which was a recurring theme whenever the lefty pitched for 
the White Sox. 
 
"I threw a lot of years here and it was good to be back," Quintana said. "I tried to give a better show 
today for the fans. I feel bad about that." 
 
Kevan Smith hit a three-run homer and doubled and scored on Ryan LaMarre's double, and Daniel Palka 
added a two-run shot to help the White Sox even the six-game Interleague series at two wins apiece 
with two games to go. 
 
The Cubs' National League Central lead over the Brewers is down to 1 1/2 games after Milwaukee 
topped Pittsburgh Friday night. 
 
"That's the way we're going to handle it is focus on one game at a time and worry about us and worry 
about just doing what we want to do -- and that's obviously win the division," Kyle Schwarber said. 
"We're just going to take it one day at a time and not focus on what other teams are doing." 
 



 

Quintana had a career 22-27 record and a 3.59 ERA in 84 appearances (82 starts) at the White Sox home 
ballpark. Yet he was supported with just 3.66 runs per game, the lowest ever of any pitcher to make 
more than 30 starts here. 
 
The Cubs tallied quickly when Daniel Murphy hit his first career leadoff home run off Reynaldo Lopez. 
But the White Sox right-hander settled down, giving up just four more hits over seven innings for the 
win. 
 
"He did a really good job, especially when runners got on, of altering his time to the plate, which can 
really disrupt rhythm and timing as a hitter," Murphy said of Lopez. "He had that live fastball going, 
middle to top of the zone. He was able to throw his curveball for a strike and had a good feel for the 
changeup. He threw the ball well and unfortunately we were unable to get anything going off him." 
 
Quintana cruised through an 11-pitch first before giving up five consecutive hits to open the second, 
including Smith's home run. However, that homer was the only hard contact among the five hits. 
 
"Outside of the one pitch he made to Smith, otherwise, he pitched pretty well," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said. 
 
Quintana was lifted after Welington Castillo's leadoff single in the sixth. Dillon Maples, who is 
auditioning for a spot in the Cubs' postseason bullpen, took over and served up a two-run homer to 
pinch-hitter Palka. Maples wasn't the only one who struggled, as the Cubs served up a season-high 19 
hits. 
 
The day began with the news that Cubs shortstop Addison Russell was placed on administrative leave by 
Major League Baseball following accusations by his ex-wife of domestic abuse. 
 
"We are short a player, but we'll be fine," Maddon said. "We've gone through some difficult baseball 
moments at this point. It's just another day at the ballpark regarding any kind of difficulties we've had. 
I'm just concerned about the group we have on the field." 
 
No one blamed Friday's loss on the news. 
 
"It's unfortunate," Schwarber said. "The process is going forward. We don't have all the facts. We have 
to wait until that wraps up. The next step is waiting to hear. It's unfortunate, but you have to wait until 
the investigation is done." 
 
Anthony Rizzo also tried to look ahead. The Cubs have nine games remaining. 
 
"We're a good team," Rizzo said. "Everyone has to deal with [ups and downs] along the road. Part of the 
championship makeup is dealing with everything, and it's not going to be peachy every day. You have to 
figure out ways to win ballgames." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Leadoff man: Murphy gave the Cubs a 1-0 lead when he hit his first career leadoff home run off a 3-2 
changeup from Lopez. It was the third leadoff homer by a Cubs player this season. It also was Murphy's 
sixth homer since joining the Cubs, equaling the number he hit with the Nationals this season. 
 
"He really settled in," Murphy said of Lopez. "Unfortunately we weren't able to get that big hit with 
runners in scoring position." 
 



 

After scuffling a bit, Murphy now is batting .324 with five RBIs in his last 10 road games. 
 
"Simply put, I'm getting more base hits," Murphy said. "I got my teeth kicked in for five or six days." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Quintana is the third pitcher to start a crosstown game for both the Cubs and White Sox, joining Edwin 
Jackson and Jeff Samardzija. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I didn't know that I was facing him today until this morning when I got the lineup and I thought, 'Oh, I'm 
going to face him.' It's always a good feeling when you're facing a guy like him. He was a very good 
teammate with me and when you're facing another Latino, it's always an extra excitement there, 
especially when you're facing a guy like him, it's good. It's a good feeling." 
-- Lopez on facing Quintana 
 
"Sometimes you need a day off after a day off. Let's just trust in the power of 24 hours, come back and 
play our game tomorrow and not get too caught up in one game." 
-- Maddon, on his team, which had a day off Thursday after a stretch of 30 consecutive days with a game 
scheduled 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
The White Sox had a runner at first and one out in the sixth when Tim Anderson hit a grounder to third 
baseman Kris Bryant, who threw to Murphy at second for the force. Murphy then fired to first to get 
Anderson, who was called out. The White Sox challenged the ruling and after a review, the call stood 
and the inning was over. 
 
UP NEXT 
Jon Lester (16-6, 3.43 ERA) will face Lucas Giolito (10-11, 5.77 ERA) in the second game of this three-
game crosstown series on Saturday at Guaranteed Rate Field. Lester notched his 14th quality start in his 
last outing, throwing seven shutout innings against the Reds. The left-hander has a 1.73 ERA in his past 
six starts. He beat the White Sox on May 12 at Wrigley Field, giving up one run over 5 2/3 innings, and 
he has a career 8-6 record against them. First pitch is scheduled for 6:10 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Addison Russell placed on administrative leave 
By Carrie Muskat and Daniel Kramer 
 
Cubs shortstop Addison Russell was placed on administrative leave by Major League Baseball on Friday 
following allegations of domestic abuse from his ex-wife, Melisa Reidy-Russell. 
 
On Wednesday, Reidy-Russell, who was married to Russell for nearly two years, published a blog post in 
which she accused her ex-husband of subjecting her to emotional and physical abuse over the course of 
their marriage. 
 
Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein and Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts met with Russell at 
their offices near Wrigley Field on Friday morning. They informed Russell that he was being placed on 
administrative leave. 
 



 

MLB opened an investigation in June 2017 after a friend of Reidy-Russell posted a comment describing 
violence in the couple's relationship on a since-deleted Instagram photo from Reidy-Russell accusing 
Russell of infidelity. Reidy-Russell declined to speak with MLB as part of the investigation and although 
Russell was never disciplined, the investigation remained open. 
 
Administrative leave is initially up to seven days and there is a process by which MLB can request an 
extension of another seven days. 
 
"We were aware the investigation had remained open," Epstein said Friday. "I'd been in touch from time 
to time with the league's investigative body to get updates and let them know we were fully cooperative 
to bring it to a conclusion. They assured us that it remained open, and they were doing everything they 
could. Surprised? Yes, certainly." 
 
Last year, Russell said he didn't physically harm his ex-wife, issuing a statement saying, "Any allegation I 
have abused my wife is false and hurtful." 
 
"We questioned him on it and he reaffirmed his stance that he did not do what he is accused of having 
done," Epstein said. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he never discussed the allegations last year. 
 
"Addy and I talk about a lot of things," Maddon said. "That was not brought up between he and I 
personally. I didn't think it was appropriate to attempt to counsel him. He'll seek his own counsel." 
 
Maddon had not spoken to Russell on Friday. 
 
"There's a process involved, there's a process in place," Maddon said. 
 
Epstein did not want to speculate on whether the status of the investigation will change. 
 
"Last year, this was a third-party accusation on social media," Epstein said. "Now this is a direct 
accusation from the accuser and potential victim so the situation has changed. He was not placed on 
administrative leave last year. We think this step is appropriate in light of the post.  
 
"Given the facts last year, I think we handled it appropriately. Given the new information that came to 
light late last night and early this morning, we are also handling it appropriately. It would not have been 
appropriate and it would've sent the wrong message to have Addison wearing a Chicago Cubs uniform 
this morning. We fully support placing him on administrative leave." 
 
Shortly after the allegations surfaced last year, Reidy-Russell and Russell -- who have a 3-year-old son 
together -- divorced. 
 
"Major League Baseball takes all allegations of domestic violence seriously," MLB said in a statement. 
"When the allegations against Addison Russell became public on June 7, 2017, the Commissioner's 
Office's Department of Investigations immediately commenced an investigation. Melisa Russell declined 
to participate in the investigation at that time. Our investigation of this matter has remained open and 
we have continued our efforts to gather information. 
 
"With the new details revealed in today's blog post by Ms. Russell, Mr. Russell has been placed on 
Administrative Leave in accordance with the Joint MLB-MLBPA Domestic Violence Policy. We are 
hopeful that this new information will allow us to complete the investigation as promptly as possible." 



 

 
The Cubs issued the following statement: 
 
"We take allegations of domestic violence seriously and support the League's decision to place Addison 
Russell on administrative leave given new details revealed today. We will continue to cooperate with the 
League's investigation so the appropriate action can be taken." 
 
Russell, 24, is batting .250 with five home runs in 130 games this season with the Cubs. Later on Friday, 
he issued the following statement: 
 
"These allegations are completely false. I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year and 
reiterated it to the Cubs today. I'm confident any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. The 
protection of my children is foremost in my mind so I will have no further comment. " 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Baseball comes second for Cubs in Addison Russell situation 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Two years after Theo Epstein sat in the visiting dugout on the South Side addressing the Cubs' trade for 
Aroldis Chapman in the same season he was suspended by Major League Baseball for domestic violence, 
the president of baseball operations once again had to touch on a similar topic in the same ballpark. 
 
Addison Russell was placed on administrative leave early Friday afternoon, hours after a blog post 
surfaced from his ex-wife detailing physical and psychological abuse throughout their relationship. 
 
"Disturbing" is how Epstein described Melisa Reidy's account when he saw it late Thursday night and 
said he immediately reached out to MLB's investigative body to see if they could verify any of the 
details. 
 
Epstein and Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts had a phone call with MLB commissioner Rob Manfred and the 
league office Friday morning, during which it was revealed the league would be placing Russell on 
administrative leave. 
 
Russell can remain on leave for up to seven days and that leave can be extended by the league if need 
be after that time. 
 
Epstein and Ricketts then met with Russell to inform him of the league's decision and questioned the 
shortstop on the details in Reidy's post. 
 
"He reaffirmed his stance that he did not do what he is accused of having done," Epstein said. 
 
The Cubs have no idea if Russell will play again this season as the team is in the midst of a tight pennant 
race in the final 10 days of September. But they also acknowledge baseball comes second in a time like 
this. 
 
"Any time there are accusations of this nature, they have to be taken very seriously and timing or 
inconvenience doesn't play into it," Epstein said. "All parties have an obligation to get to a just and fair 
resolution and if that includes discipline if appropriate, then so be it. If it doesn't, then so be it. 
 



 

"But the important thing here is that justice and fairness is ultimately found. Timing is not ideal, but it 
doesn't matter. What matters is getting to a just and fair resolution and we're supportive of the league's 
step." 
 
There's not much the Cubs can do over the next week, as the matter "is in the league's court to do the 
investigation," Ricketts said. 
 
Joe Maddon addressed the team with Epstein and Ricketts before Friday's game and has shifted his 
focus toward trying to win ballgames with the rest of the roster, stepping back to let the league handle 
the matter. 
 
Between Epstein, Ricketts and Maddon, the word "process" was brought up over and over again in more 
than 20 minutes of press conferences. 
 
Step 1 in that process was Russell being placed on administrative leave. Step 2 is the fact-finding mission 
as the league attempts to verify the "disturbing" claims. 
 
The league opened an investigation on Russell last June after a domestic violence allegation was brought 
to light in a comment by Reidy's friend on an Instagram post. The comment was later deleted and Reidy 
did not cooperate with the MLB investigation, though the investigation remained open and Epstein 
admitted he has checked in with the league from time to time about the matter. 
 
Russell spent only a couple days away from the team last June and was not placed on any official leave. 
 
There is no word yet on if Reidy will cooperate with MLB's investigation this time around. 
 
"Last year, it was a third-party accusation on social media," Epstein said. "And now, this is a direct 
accusation from the accuser, from the potential victim. The situation has changed. He was not placed on 
administrative leave last year. He was away from the team briefly, but we think this step is appropriate 
in light of the post." 
 
Despite the accusation last June, reading the comments from Reidy's blog post was jarring for everybody 
involved. 
 
"It always is," Maddon said, "whether it's on the baseball team, in your own personal family, wherever 
you may work. That just seems to be the way things are today." 
 
The Cubs distanced themselves from making any sort of statement on Russell's character away from 
how they know him in a professional setting - as a ballplayer at the ballpark. 
 
The next few days will determine Russell's standing with the Cubs and in the league for the rest of this 
season and possibly beyond. 
 
"That balancing act that comes with an accusation and validating the rights of the accuser and providing 
an appropriate forum is something that's really difficult," Epstein said. "We don't have the answer for 
that, except that we know we have to take it as seriously as we possibly can to follow the process, 
because the process is designed to defend everyone's rights and to lead to a fair and just outcome." 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Tribune 
Reynaldo Lopez shines, Jose Quintana hit hard in White Sox's 10-4 win over Cubs in City Series 
By Phil Rogers  
 
Jose Abreu was thinking about Jose Quintana, his former White Sox teammate, when he arrived at 
Guaranteed Rate Field before noon Friday. 
 
“He was great as a teammate,’’ Abreu said. “He was a class act.’’ 
 
Abreu shot Quintana a quick text message, telling him “good luck’’ in his first start against the Sox. That 
was the last act of kindness the Sox directed toward Quintana or anyone with the Cubs. 
 
They spent the rest of the 74-degree day pounding the left-hander and his first-place teammates from 
the North Side, beating the Cubs 10-4 as the City Series resumed after a four-month break. It’s tied two 
games apiece with two left to play this weekend. 
 
The loss capped a generally troubling day for the Cubs. Shortstop Addison Russell was placed on 
administrative leave by Major League Baseball following new allegations of domestic abuse, creating an 
untimely distraction as they try to win a third consecutive division title. 
 
Their lead in the National League Central dropped to two games over the Brewers, pending Milwaukee’s 
game in Pittsburgh. 
 
Quintana’s first career start against the Sox was the most intriguing element of the matchup, but 
Reynaldo Lopez (7-9) unsurprisingly stole the show. 
 
Lopez has quietly been terrific down the stretch in his first full major-league season, going 3-0 with a 
1.13 ERA in his last six starts. He has given up only 24 hits and nine walks while striking out 43 in 39 2/3 
innings. 
 
Lopez said he was pumped to find out he was going against Quintana. 
 
"It's always a good feeling when you're facing a guy like him,’’ Lopez said. “He was a very good 
teammate with me and when you're facing another Latino, it's always an extra excitement, especially 
when you're facing a guy like him.’’ 
 
Daniel Murphy led off the game by hitting a 3-2 changeup into the right-field seats, keeping the ball just 
inside the foul pole. But Lopez allowed only two other runners to reach second base in his seven innings. 
 
He elevated 97- and 98-mph fastballs to pile up eight strikeouts while not walking anyone. He threw 72 
fastballs out of 108 pitches, getting 10 swing-and-misses on the four-seamer. 
 
Murphy credited Lopez for disrupting hitters’ timing. “It looked like he did a good job, especially when 
runners got on, of altering his times to the plate,’’ he said. “He got that live fastball going, middle to top 
of the strike zone, which is really tough.’’ 
 
Lopez has lowered his ERA from 4.57 at the end of July to 3.94, with only one more start left this season. 
 
"I set my goal to finish this season with my ERA below 4.00, and now I know my ERA is below that 
number,’’ Lopez said. “I want to finish the season strong." 
 



 

The Sox strung together five consecutive hits in the second inning off Quintana (13-11), grabbing 
control. 
 
Singles by Matt Davidson and Welington Castillo were followed by Kevan Smith’s long home run into the 
left-field seats. Daniel Palka delivered his fourth pinch-hit homer of the season in the sixth, setting a Sox 
record. 
 
The Sox outhit the Cubs 19-9, and Lopez was tough with the lead. 
 
“Their pitcher was good,’’ Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “He threw the ball very well. I was watching 
him on video Thursday and even this morning. He’s got some good stuff. … A big part of why we didn’t 
look so good was him. He was that good." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs know what they don't know concerning Addison Russell the person 
By David Haugh 
 
Sometimes saying nothing says everything. 
 
Cubs President Theo Epstein sat in a conference room Friday at Guaranteed Rate Field — oddly at the 
same ballpark his team addressed its last domestic-abuse crisis two years ago after acquiring closer 
Aroldis Chapman — and carefully considered a question about Addison Russell. 
 
Major League Baseball placed Russell on paid administrative leave after his former wife accused him of 
domestic abuse in a post linked to her Instagram account and Epstein was asked what he would say 
about the Cubs shortstop as a character witness. 
 
“I would say I know him in the baseball context,’’ Epstein said. “One thing that we’ve learned as a 
society as we collectively try to wrestle with balancing how to appropriately handle accusations like this 
is it’s important to step back and realize you know someone in one context and you don’t really know 
them fully.’’ 
 
Consciously or not, the Cubs realized the need to step back and distance themselves from Russell, who 
perhaps played his last game for the team this season — and possibly ever. The league-imposed 
administrative leave, an intermediate step, can last up to seven days, after which MLB can request an 
extension for another seven days. With the regular season over one week from Sunday, the Cubs simply 
could make their own statement at that point and leave the troubled 24-year-old off the playoff roster. 
The investigation and possible discipline stemming from it is in the hands of Major League Baseball. 
 
Until a resolution, the league policy puts Russell in professional limbo, where Epstein sounded content 
to let him exist. If you were looking for an impassioned defense of Russell, keep looking. Epstein’s 
measured tone suggested he realized that no matter how good Russell is with his glove, the Cubs can’t 
risk MLB’s investigation concluding a player representing the franchise laid hands on a woman. 
 
Assessing the motivation of Russell’s accuser to come forward publicly one week before the playoffs, 
while compelling, is moot. Worrying about the impact Russell’s potential absence will have on the Cubs’ 
ability to play deep into October, while understandable, is insensitive. This is about allegations of 
domestic abuse, not defensive replacements. 
 



 

“The timing is not ideal but that doesn’t matter,’’ said Epstein, who appeared at the impromptu news 
conference next to Cubs Chairman Tom Ricketts. “What matters is getting to a just and fair resolution.’’ 
 
The disturbing nature of the allegations demanded the Cubs take them seriously and respond not only 
swiftly but responsibly. The baseball world was watching and the Cubs were listening to their 
conscience, which called late Thursday night. That’s when Epstein saw the posting online and 
immediately called an MLB investigator to verify the accuser. In a powerful, personal 2,800-word essay, 
Melisa Reidy-Russell had described her former husband as an emotionally and physically abusive 
partner. 
 
“The first time I was physically mistreated by my spouse, I was in shock,” Reidy-Russell wrote. “I couldn’t 
wrap my head around what just happened. … Why did he get so angry? What did I do for him to want to 
put his hands on me?’’ 
 
In relating a visit to Chicago from Florida last summer so Russell could see the couple’s young son, Reidy-
Russell implied an ugly altercation occurred in front of the boy. 
 
“I swore to myself it would be the last time he’d lay his hands on me and it would be the last time I’d let 
my son be a witness to it,’’ she said. 
 
By the time Epstein contacted Russell on Friday morning to have a difficult conversation — the player 
“reaffirmed his stance’’ that he never abused his wife, Epstein said — the Cubs understood the awkward 
spot they suddenly occupied. More than ever in sports and society, domestic abusers have begun being 
held accountable, as they should be, yet the Cubs still had to watch how quickly they rushed to judge 
Russell based on an accusation without evidence or a police report. This wasn’t like the Chapman case 
or other MLB domestic-abuse cases involving Roberto Osuna and Jose Reyes that included law 
enforcement and a paper trail. This was about accusations police never investigated, at least to the 
knowledge of the Cubs. This was different. 
 
For reasons only Reidy-Russell knows, she has refused to cooperate with MLB investigators since a 
friend of the family made the first accusation against Russell in June 2017. Maybe that changes now, 
maybe not. 
 
Whatever the case, the league has kept the investigation open since Reidy-Russell’s refusal last summer 
— something Epstein said he knew from infrequent updates but Cubs manager Joe Maddon claimed he 
didn’t. Their differing versions on the state of MLB’s investigation came as a surprise given that Epstein 
and Ricketts met with players in the visiting clubhouse before Friday’s game to address the situation. 
 
Inexplicably, Maddon had yet to read the blog responsible for Russell’s absence by the time he met the 
media a little later; a players manager seemingly disassociating himself with a player in Russell to whom 
he recommended books and TV shows. 
 
“Have you read it?” a reporter asked Maddon about the blog. 
 
“Should I?” Maddon answered, but nobody should have laughed. 
 
In this instance, Maddon being uninformed was unfunny, not to mention inexcusable. Maddon was fine 
to ask for more time before drawing a conclusion about Russell but seeming to be in no hurry to digest 
the allegations was a bad look. 
 
“As a baseball player, I know him,’’ Maddon said. 



 

 
Beyond that, the Cubs made one thing clear about the controversy nobody saw coming: They knew 
what they didn’t know about Russell the person, not the player. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Addison Russell faces murky future with Cubs after allegations from his former wife 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Addison Russell was in the midst of his second consecutive subpar season, as injuries to his left middle 
finger and right throwing shoulder hampered the shortsop while the rangier and stronger-armed Javier 
Baez made 23 starts at short after he earned All-Star honors as a second baseman. 
 
But in the wake of new allegations of domestic abuse from Russell’s former wife that prompted Major 
League Baseball to place Russell on administrative leave Friday, his role as part of the young core that 
the Cubs expect to help them compete for championships annually is in flux. 
 
While the Cubs cannot impose their own discipline or penalties during the investigation of the newest 
allegations from Melisa Reidy-Russell — a process that is expected to take at least seven days — 
Russell’s on- and off-the-field struggles have made his long-term status vulnerable. 
 
“It’s not appropriate to speculate while this step is going on,” Cubs President Theo Epstein said with 
Chairman Tom Ricketts at his side. “The whole point of the administrative leave is to provide a better 
forum for (MLB) to conduct its fact finding and investigation to ultimately come to a determination of 
what occurred, and then find appropriate discipline. 
 
“While we’re in that step, it makes sense to step back and give our support to the process, and this step 
is built in to provide an accuser and the accused with rights, and to ultimately find a just and fair 
resolution. 
 
“Beyond saying that, ‘Yes, the account was disturbing,’ we take it extremely seriously. The way we can 
best contribute at this point is to cooperate and allow the process to play out.” 
 
Meanwhile, the Cubs likely will finish the season with Baez at shortstop — his natural position. They 
have four adequate second basemen: Daniel Murphy, David Bote, Ben Zobrist and Tommy La Stella. 
 
Russell, 24, hasn’t come close to matching his production of 2016, when he hit 21 home runs and drove 
in 95 runs. He played in only 110 games in 2017, missing six weeks because of a foot injury and three 
games after the initial allegations involving domestic abuse of his then-wife surfaced through a third 
party on social media. 
 
The Cubs elected to keep their young core together after receiving underwhelming offers while seeking 
young controllable starting pitching last winter. 
 
Even if Russell’s situation is resolved amicably, the Cubs would have to decide whether Russell would be 
worth keeping as a second-year arbitration-eligible player whose offense declined for the second 
consecutive season, one in which he earned $3.2 million. 
 
“Offensively, it hasn’t been his typical year,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
 



 

Russell is batting .250 with five home runs and 38 RBIs and has no home runs since June 29, about four 
weeks after he injured his finger. 
 
The fresh allegations from Reidy-Russell could convince the Cubs he’s not worth keeping. 
 
Epstein said he contacted MLB after reading Reidy-Russell’s blog late Thursday night, and he and 
Ricketts spoke to league officials before informing Russell of his status in a face-to-face meeting at their 
Wrigley Field offices. 
 
In a statement released through the MLB Players Association later, Russell reaffirmed his denial of the 
allegations: “These allegations are completely false. I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year 
and reiterated it to the Cubs today. I’m confident any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. 
The protection of my children is foremost in my mind so I will have no further comment. " 
 
Epstein informed the players of Russell’s status and said they take these allegations very seriously. 
 
The Cubs were criticized in July 2016 after a trade with the Yankees brought them closer Aroldis 
Chapman, who allegedly choked his girlfriend and fired eight gunshots in his garage nine months earlier. 
Inconsistencies in the allegations resulted in MLB assessing a 30-game suspension three months before 
the trade for reckless use of the firearm in the presence of his girlfriend. 
 
MLB’s attempts to investigate Russell in June 2017 were curtailed because a third party made the initial 
allegations and Reidy-Russell didn’t press charges. 
 
“I think given the facts last year, we handled it appropriately,” Epstein said. “And given the new 
information that came to light late last night and early this morning, we’re also handling it appropriately. 
 
“It would not have been appropriate and would have sent the wrong message to have Addison wearing 
a Chicago Cubs uniform this morning. So we fully support the placement on administrative leave.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
The evolution of the domestic abuse investigation of Addison Russell 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs made a point of saying they were staying out of Major League Baseball’s investigation into 
domestic abuse allegations against shortstop Addison Russell by his then-wife, trusting the process 
would play out. 
 
But MLB’s investigation, which began in June of 2017, was open-ended and never closed. 
 
That led most to believe Russell either was exonerated or there was not enough evidence to suspend 
him under the league’s domestic violence policy. With no one saying a word about it and Russell 
continuing to play, what else was there to conclude? 
 
The Cubs seemed caught off guard Friday when an Instagram post from Melisa Reidy-Russell surfaced 
Thursday alleging her now-former husband abused her physically and emotionally. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said he thought the investigation was over. 
 



 

“From our perspective it seemed like it had been done a while ago,” Maddon said Friday. “But 
apparently it’s not.” 
 
Cubs President Theo Epstein said he was aware the investigation was open, and had been “in touch 
from time to time” with the league to let them know they were “fully cooperative” with it. 
 
“Surprised? Yeah, certainly,” Epstein said, adding he reached out to MLB after reading the former wife’s 
post, which he called “disturbing.” 
 
The Cubs reached out to her last year when the original allegations surfaced, Epstein said at the time, 
though he declined to discuss what was said, adding the investigation is “exclusively the territory of 
MLB.” 
 
Russell denied the allegations in ’17, and Epstein said he denied them again Friday during their 
conversation. Later, Russell released a statement through the MLB Players Association reaffirming his 
denial. 
 
Epstein and Maddon said they don’t really know Russell outside his job, which sounds insensitive 
considering a “baseball family” usually is portrayed as being tight-knit. But does anyone know what their 
co-workers do when they leave work? A baseball player is actually an employee, not a family member, 
no matter how happy everyone looks on the team’s Twitter account. 
 
The one who should know Russell best is his agent, Scott Boras, who said at the 2017 All-Star game in 
Miami he was confident Russell eventually would be absolved. 
 
"I think we know the facts of that and the foundation of social media,” Boras said that day. “I don't think 
there is any support to (the allegation).” 
 
Boras was referring to the fact an alleged friend of Russell's wife made the initial allegation on 
Instagram. Reidy-Russell filed for divorce June 21, 2017, shortly after she claimed on social media that 
he had cheated on her. The divorce became official in August. 
 
Boras declined to criticize the MLB investigation's slow progress, which was then only a few weeks old. 
 
“I’m sure there is a thoroughness that’s the standard they have," he said. “There may be more that they 
want to look into. There has been no support for any of the claims made, and immediately the next day 
the (post) was erased.” 
 
Boras’ insinuation was the removal of the post meant the allegation was false. Either way, the 2017 
season continued, and the investigation went on without any further updates. 
 
Any idea Cubs fans would disown Russell quickly dissipated. When he brought out a tray of nachos to a 
Cardinals fan in a game at Busch Stadium after causing a spill while chasing a foul ball into the stands, 
the video went viral and Russell’s “nice guy” reputation seemed intact. 
 
The only one publicly complaining about the progress of the MLB investigation was Brewers pitcher 
Matt Garza, who was overheard shouting last September during a teammate’s postgame interview after 
a Cubs-Brewers game, claiming Russell was being granted favorable treatment from MLB and should 
have been suspended like other players accused of domestic abuse. 
 



 

After the season ended and Garza became a free agent, he claimed on Twitter the Brewers had 
“silenced” him after his complaint. 
 
“I listened!” Garza tweeted. “My fault for being an enabler. Check with my ex-public relations team.” 
 
After the season’s end, a Brewers employee said they knew nothing about Garza’s Twitter rant against 
Russell and the MLB investigation. A person with knowledge of the investigation told me in November it 
remained open because Reidy-Russell would not agree to be interviewed, so there was no way to move 
forward. 
 
No one brought it up in spring training of 2018 and Russell continued to play without having to deal with 
any messy allegations hanging over his head. He told reporters in Arizona he thought he would be 
traded, and was glad to stay a Cub. 
 
All was quiet until Thursday night when the media revealed the blog post. 
 
Epstein and Chairman Tom Ricketts appeared together at a news conference Friday before the start of 
the City Series, and the main message was to wait for the league’s investigation to play out while Russell 
had been put on paid administrative leave. 
 
“We intend to cooperate with the process and let the league do (its) job,” Ricketts said. 
 
That makes sense, though the process has been playing out for more than a year now. MLB should have 
made it clear it was still ongoing, and spelled out the reason why there had been no resolution. 
 
What this means for Russell’s immediate future is unknown, but it’s hard to imagine him playing for the 
Cubs again this season. He almost certainly would be a distraction in the playoffs and any issues he had 
on the field likely would be traced to his current mental state with the latest allegations hanging over 
him. 
 
As for the long term it’s too soon to speculate on what the Cubs will do. The facts still aren’t out and 
Reidy-Russell apparently still hasn’t cooperated with the MLB investigation. 
 
It’s as open-ended today as it was 15 months ago. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Domestic violence allegations against Addison Russell resurface in new blog 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Cubs shortstop Addison Russell isn’t expected to play again this season as Major League Baseball renews 
its investigation into domestic-violence accusations in the wake of a blog post this week by his ex-wife. 
 
Whether Russell ever plays again for the Cubs is at least in doubt after he was put on paid administrative 
leave with 10 days left in the season, pending the outcome of an investigation that remained open since 
initial allegations by a friend of Melisa Reidy’s on an Instagram account 15 months ago. 
 
Reidy revealed her story publicly for the first time in the lengthy post, outlining emotional, verbal and 
physical abuse, including a reference to physical abuse in front of their son. 
 



 

Chairman Tom Ricketts and team president Theo Epstein met with Russell on Friday morning and later 
held a clubhouse meeting. After that, they met with media. 
 
“Last year, this was a third-party accusation on social media, and now this is a direct accusation from the 
accuser, from the potential victim,” said Epstein, who would not discuss the possible future of Russell 
with the organization. “The situation has changed.” 
 
Under baseball’s third-year domestic violence policy, the administrative leave has a seven-day maximum 
term, with a provision that allows MLB to request an additional seven days if the process continues 
beyond that. 
 
The investigation last year stalled for more than a year because neither Russell’s ex-wife nor her friend 
were willing to cooperate with league investigators. That seems to have changed with the blog post, 
which was posted three weeks after their divorce was finalized. 
 
“Late last night before I went to bed, I saw the post, and I immediately reached out to the league’s 
investigative body to ask if they could verify any of what was in the post because it was so disturbing,” 
Epstein said. “This morning, Tom and I were on the phone with the commissioner and the league office, 
and they told us they were considering putting Addison on administrative leave. … We concurred that 
that was appropriate in the situation.” 
 
Russell has denied the accusations since the Instagram post in June, and he did so again Friday morning, 
Epstein said. 
 
In a statement released Friday night by the players’ union, Russell said: “These allegations are 
completely false. I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year and reiterated it to the Cubs 
today. I’m confident any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. The protection of my children 
is foremost in my mind, so I will have no further comment.” 
 
It’s possible Russell won’t play another game for the Cubs. 
 
“Then he’s not going to play another game for anybody,” said a high-ranking official from a rival team. 
 
That might be an extreme reaction, but it speaks at least to the gravity of the issue, if not Russell’s 
sinking overall value on the field, as well. 
 
Russell, who was shopped in multiple trade scenarios last winter, is entering his second winter of 
arbitration eligibility, when, under normal circumstances, he could expect a raise from his $3.2 million 
salary this year to more than 
$4 million. 
 
Already in an offensive decline since early in the season and with recurring shoulder soreness, Russell’s 
trade value might be at its lowest point, even before considering the potential outcome of the MLB 
investigation. 
 
MLB’s domestic-violence policy has resulted in eight suspensions since it was instituted in 2016, 
including a 30-day suspension that year of one-time Cubs closer Aroldis Chapman and the more recent 
high-profile suspension for 75 games of then-Blue Jays pitcher Roberto Osuna (now with the “zero-
tolerance” Astros). 
 
Two more were investigated under the policy but not disciplined. 



 

 
The length of any suspension is solely at the commissioner’s discretion, with an arbitration process 
available to resolve disputes. 
 
The policy does not require legal action for baseball to penalize a player. 
 
“Obviously, we take it very, very serious. It’s something that we’re very concerned about,” Ricketts said. 
“I can’t get into speculating on what will or won’t happen over the next few weeks. I’ll just reiterate the 
fact that we respect the process and we hope the process moves quickly so that we can get to the right 
answer and that everyone feels like it was a fair process with a just outcome.” 
 
A records search by the Sun-Times last year in both Chicago and Russell’s hometown of Pensacola, 
Florida, revealed no police activity or legal action involving the couple. 
 
When asked what he knows about Russell’s character, Epstein said: “I would say that I know him in a 
baseball context. I think one thing that we’ve learned in society as we collectively try to wrestle with … 
how to appropriately handle accusations like this is that it’s important to step back and realize that if 
you know someone in one context you don’t necessarily know them fully.” 
 
“And that said,” Epstein added, “he’s a member of this organization, who has been an active member of 
this club. His dealings with us have been certainly on the up and up. And I can’t speculate as to things 
that occur to things beyond this, except to say that we certainly are concerned about the accusations.” 
 
Excerpts from the post by Russell’s ex-wife, Melisa: 
 
— “The first time I was physically mistreated by my spouse, I was in shock. I couldn’t wrap my head 
around what just happened…Why did he get so angry? What did I do for him to want to put his hands on 
me? Of course I forgave him & assumed it would never happen again.” 
 
— “I saw a darkness in him I’ve never seen or experienced in him or anyone else.” 
 
–“When it began to set in for him that I was really serious about not wanting this marriage anymore, he 
just about lost his mind. It came in waves of sincere apologies, to lashing out when I would stand my 
ground and not fall for his empty promises about changing & being a better husband and father. This 
went on for about 3 weeks.” 
 
–“I returned for a visit so my son could see his father, also in hopes that maybe, just maybe I’d see a 
change in my husband. But, as I expected our visit was a nightmare, I swore to myself it would be the 
last time he’d lay his hands on me & it would be that last time I’d let my son be a witness to it. A week 
after flying home, I finally made the call and took legal action to start our separation.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Just a game: Cubs fall flat against Sox after emotions, real life set in 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
By the time the game started Friday afternoon for the Cubs, none of it seemed to matter. 
 
They even played like it. 
 



 

“I think anytime you see a teammate going through something, there’s going to be some of that,” 
second baseman Daniel Murphy said of the emotions in the clubhouse after teammate Addison Russell 
was put on administrative leave by the commissioner’s office while it renews its investigation into newly 
brought accusations of domestic violence. 
 
“But we’re not the first people in history to deal with something like that,” Murphy added after the 
Cubs’ 10-4 loss to the doormat White Sox. “I don’t think that had any bearing on today’s outcome.” 
 
With the sobering news about Russell on Friday, chairman Tom Ricketts and top executives were in and 
out of the clubhouse and manager’s office leading up to a flat performance for the team with the best 
record in the National League. 
 
“It was good to be able to have Theo and Mr. Ricketts in here to kind of explain what’s going to happen 
and give us all better peace of mind about it,” slugger Kyle Schwarber said of the informational meeting 
Ricketts and team president Theo Epstein held in the clubhouse about two hours before the game. 
 
“Obviously, it’s something that’s not ideal,” Schwarber added, “but we’re going to have to be able to 
move forward about this and be able to focus on baseball.” 
 
With Russell out, the Cubs’ jobs didn’t get any easier Friday, despite their strong position in the National 
League Central. 
 
The loss trimmed their division lead over second-place Milwaukee two games with nine to play, pending 
the outcome of the late Brewers-Pirates game Friday night. 
 
“We are short a player, but we’ll be fine,” manager Joe Maddon said before the game. “We’ve gone 
through some difficult baseball moments to this point. It’s just another day at the ballpark regarding any 
kind of difficulties we might have.” 
 
The gravity of the real-life moment was evident in Epstein’s weary stoicism before and after the game. 
 
“We wanted them to have the information when they showed up for work today,” Epstein said of the 
team meeting, hours after meeting with Russell and talking with league officials about the latest 
revelations that surfaced overnight. 
 
“We want them to know first and foremost how seriously we take all allegations of domestic violence,” 
Epstein said, “and we want to let them know that Addison is on administrative leave and that it’s [a step 
to] protect everybody’s rights and allow the league to bring the matter to a fair and just resolution, and 
that we’re supportive of that.” 
 
NOTES: Kyle Schwarber (back) returned to the starting lineup for the first time since Sept. 8 and was the 
designated hitter. Despite going 0-for-4, he said he felt physically fine. He could be back in left field by 
the end of the series. 
 
• Pinch hitter Tommy La Stella also was available after being sidelined the previous week with a sore 
back. 
 
• Daniel Murphy delivered three of the Cubs’ nine hits, including a leadoff homer in the first. He’s 6-for-
10 since a 2-for-27 slide. 
 
-- 



 

 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Say goodbye to Addison Russell, whom the Cubs suddenly don’t know, or ever knew 
By Rick Morrissey 
 
Addison Russell can’t be in a Cubs uniform anymore. He just can’t be. 
 
The blog post is out there, full of ugliness, and it will never go away. In it, his ex-wife accuses him of 
domestic abuse. Of emotionally and physically abusing her. Of doing it in front of their son. This after a 
friend of hers first raised the issue on social media more than a year ago. 
 
I’m sure others can come up with reasons why a woman would make up a story like this. I can Google 
“domestic violence” and come up with millions of women who have been abused by men. If that’s a 
bias, then call me biased. 
 
If you believed that the Cubs shortstop weren’t guilty of what Melisa Reidy-Russell is accusing him of, 
wouldn’t you find some way to defend him? In even the slightest way? But there was none of that Friday 
out of the Cubs. 
 
Not after accusations like this: 
 
“I returned for a visit so my son could see his father, also in hopes that maybe, just maybe I’d see a 
change in my husband,’’ she wrote. “But, as I expected our visit was a nightmare, I swore to myself it 
would be the last time he’d lay his hands on me & it would be that last time I’d let my son be a witness 
to it. A week after flying home, I finally made the call and took legal action to start our separation.” 
 
Major League Baseball, which had been investigating the matter since the initial allegations came out 
more than a year ago, put Russell on administrative leave Friday. You’re not likely to see him the rest of 
the season, and it’ll be an upset if you see him back with the Cubs. 
 
Unfair? You say Russell is innocent until proven guilty? In a court of law, yes. But this isn’t a courtroom, 
and the Cubs can do what they want with him. The cloud that will follow him, especially in the #MeToo 
era, will follow the club too. 
 
You could almost hear team officials distancing themselves from their shortstop Friday. 
 
Suddenly, nobody knew anything about Russell or what goes on in his personal life. 
 
Not Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who is perceived as the ultimate players’ manager. Not team president 
Theo Epstein. 
 
“Addy and I have conversation every day,’’ Maddon said before the Cubs-Sox game. “We talk a lot about 
his hitting. His defense has been outstanding. My conversations have been primarily about that. I 
thought his base-running has improved this year. … In the past, I’ve encouraged him to read books, and 
we’ve talked about different TV shows. … He’s into ‘Westworld,’ and I tried to get him to read a book by 
Stephen King a couple years ago.’’ 
 
But the initial domestic-abuse allegations against Russell? Maddon said the two hadn’t discussed that at 
all. Nor had he talked with Russell since Russell’s ex-wife wrote her blog post. Didn’t know a thing about 
any of it, he said. 
 



 

At a press conference Friday, Epstein sounded as if he were in a courtroom, possibly because I asked him 
what he would say if asked to be a character witness for his shortstop. 
 
“I would say that I know him in a baseball context,’’ Epstein said. “I think one thing that we’ve learned in 
society as we try to collectively try to wrestle with … how to appropriately handle accusations like this is 
that it’s important to step back and realize that if you know someone in one context you don’t 
necessarily know them fully. 
 
“And that said, he’s a member of this organization, who has been an active member of this club. His 
dealings with us have been certainly on the up and up. And I can’t speculate as to things that occur to 
things beyond this, except to say that we certainly are concerned about the accusations.” 
 
So far, this is very much a he said/she said situation. But let’s get several things straight. 
 
It doesn’t matter that Russell’s ex-wife decided to go public with her allegations, rather than directly to 
MLB. It only matters that she came forward. 
 
It doesn’t matter that the allegations came out via social media. It just matters that they came out. 
 
It doesn’t matter that she decided to make her allegations the night before the Cubs-White Sox series 
and less than two weeks before the playoffs begin, when the lights are bright. It only matters that she 
did. 
 
The latest allegations aren’t stunning, though, simply because we had a taste of them more than a year 
ago. But the blog post adds more unpleasantness. Russell’s boyish face doesn’t look quite so boyish 
anymore, does it? 
 
At a minimum, the potential public-relations hit is one of the reasons the Cubs will be done with Russell. 
Another factor, as crass as it might be, is that they realize his value as a player has dropped precipitously 
the past several years. His power numbers have gone off a cliff. Is that a result of the stress of the 
investigation? No one can say. 
 
Speaking of no one saying anything, back to Maddon, who came across as tone deaf Friday in front of 
reporters. 
 
Did he read the blog post? 
 
“I did not,’’ he said. 
 
Should he? 
 
“I don’t know, should I?’’ he said. “Again, the process is in the hands of MLB and the players union and 
the player and his former wife. There’s really nothing I can do. There’s nothing I’m capable of doing. It’s 
outside of our control, our hands. Processes and mechanisms are put in place for a reason. It does not 
need my interference right now.’’ 
 
So say goodbye to Russell, someone no one knows — or ever knew. 
 
-- 
 
 


