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SD UNION TRIBUNE 

Padres trade Yangervis Solarte to Blue Jays; Craig 
Stammen, Kazuhisa Makita officially signed 
Dennis Lin  

Yangervis Solarte stood inside the visiting clubhouse at AT&T Park in late September, and 
even though the Padres were on the road, the infielder felt at home. Over the past three years, 
he had worn the same uniform and played in front of the same supporters. He had experienced 
unprecedented success and heart-rending tragedy. He also was unsure how much longer his 
tenure would last. 

“I want to stay here, I want to be here,” Solarte said, “but if they decide to trade me, I would 
just be thankful for the opportunity they’ve given me.” 

The Padres relinquished the fan favorite on Saturday, dealing Solarte to the Toronto Blue Jays 
in exchange for outfield prospect Edward Olivares and minor league reliever Jared Carkuff. 
Numbers dictated the move, but it was not made without emotion. 

“He’s been a really good player here for the last few years,” Padres General Manager A.J. 
Preller said of Solarte. “It’s definitely never easy to move a guy that you like. But knowing 
that he’s a guy that clubs have asked about, ultimately we got to a standpoint where we felt 
like we had some depth with some young infielders coming up.” 

Solarte had been among the Padres’ most consistent performers since the New York Yankees 
traded him in 2014. He hit .270, totaled 51 home runs and manned every infield position, 
supplying infectious energy along the way. In 2016, he played on after he lost his wife to 
cancer. A year ago, the Padres recognized his productivity with a two-year contract extension. 

But the 30-year-old did not figure into the team’s long-term plans, and Saturday’s trade 
alleviated a logjam. The Padres have fielded a surplus of infielders this offseason, even before 
they reacquired third baseman Chase Headley. Had Solarte not suffered an oblique injury, he 
easily could have been traded last summer. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
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“Obviously after the Headley trade, we were going to consider some more trades to continue 
to add to the system,” Preller said. “With the way (Cory Spangenberg) and (Christian 
Villanueva) played last year and having showed fairly well, we felt like we had some 
coverage.” 

Solarte brought back Olivares, a rangy athlete who fits the higher-risk, higher-reward mold 
Preller has favored. The 21-year-old center fielder emerged in Single-A last season, hitting 
.269 with 17 home runs and 20 stolen bases across two levels. MLB.com inserted him at No. 
24 in the Padres’ deep farm system. Many evaluators think Olivares’ blend of speed and 
power could help him shoot up those rankings. 

“It was a chance to add a guy we’d been on for some time,” Preller said. “He has a lot of 
physical tools and abilities. It’s pluses on the scouting card.” 

While Olivares could start next season at high Single-A Lake Elsinore, the Padres still have 
things to sort through at the major league level. Headley, Spangenberg and Villanueva are all 
options at third base. Spangenberg and Carlos Asuaje are candidates at second, where 
prospect Luis Urias could debut in the near future. Another trade is possible. 

“You build depth in order to create competition and have guys in case of injury,” Preller said. 
“It’s also a chance to supplement the club. … We’re still having discussions on the different 
infielders, and we’ll see how things play out.” 

The Padres are unlikely to contend for a playoff berth this year, but they will miss Solarte’s 
bat and versatility. He began last season as their starting second baseman. An oblique strain 
caused him to miss more than a month. When he returned he willingly played out of position 
at shortstop. Even in a down year, the switch-hitter batted .255 and launched 18 home runs, a 
personal best. 

Solarte is owed $4.125 million this year. He has club options worth $5.5 million in 2019 and 
$8 million in 2020. 

Carkuff, 24, posted a 3.86 ERA in Single-A last season. The right-hander was Toronto’s 35th-
round draft selection in 2016. 
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Stammen, Makita sign 

The Padres announced the signings of relievers Craig Stammen and Kazuhisa Makita to two-
year contracts. Stammen’s deal is worth $4.5 million, while Makita, another 33-year-old, is 
guaranteed close to $4 million. According to a source, the Padres paid a $500,000 release fee 
for Makita to the Saitama Seibu Lions. 

The Padres cleared a needed roster spot by designating infielder Jose Rondon for assignment. 

Makita, who utilizes a submarine delivery, can fill a variety of roles in the bullpen. The right-
hander was one of the top relievers in Japan. 

“Obviously it’s a different look,” Preller said. “When we look at creating bullpens and having 
guys who have different arm slots, angles and pitch mixes, I know (manager Andy Green) is 
very excited about it.” 

Makita is Preller’s first Japanese player acquisition. The Padres were a finalist for two-way 
star Shohei Ohtani before losing out to the Los Angeles Angels. 

“It’s really about being able to access talent that comes from Japan, and I think we’ve been in 
position,” Preller said. “That’s an area where you want to be in play.” 

Stammen returns to the Padres after leading the bullpen in innings last season. He, too, 
provides versatility along with guidance for the team’s younger arms. 

“After the first month last year, he was one of the more effective relievers in the National 
League,” Preller said. “He can fill a variety of different roles. He’s a veteran guy, and he 
brings a certain type of work ethic every day. I think that’s very crucial for our ball club.” 

Stammen and Makita join Brad Hand and Kirby Yates as the Padres’ most senior relievers. 
Hand, an All-Star last season, continues to be a prime trade candidate. 
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Padres reportedly agree to two-year deal with Japanese 
submariner Kazuhisa Makita 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres reportedly have agreed to a two-year deal with Kazuhisa Makita, a 33-year-old 
reliever who combines modest velocity with a submarine delivery. The right-hander will 
receive a $4 million guarantee, according to FanRag Sports. 

Makita joins another 33-year-old poised to sign with San Diego. A source said right-
hander Craig Stammen, one of the Padres’ most valuable arms last season, has agreed to a 
two-year, $4.5 million contract. The pair of veteran relievers should supply protection for a 
staff largely comprised of young pitchers. 

Makita and two-way star Shohei Ohtani were made available by their Japanese clubs last 
month and given 30 days to reach deals with a major league team. The window for Makita, 
who was posted by the Saitama Seibu Lions, closes next week. Assuming the Padres finalize a 
contract with Makita, they will pay the Lions a relatively inexpensive release fee. 

San Diego emerged as one of seven finalists for the highly coveted Ohtani before he chose the 
Los Angeles Angels. Makita, like Ohtani, has been among Japan’s more prominent players, 
but he would represent a smaller signing. 

Makita did not make his Nippon Professional Baseball debut until age 26, but quickly 
established himself. He won the league’s rookie-of-the-year award and posted a 2.83 ERA 
over the course of seven seasons. Makita began pitching exclusively in relief in 2016. This 
past season, he recorded a 2.30 ERA with 35 strikeouts and five walks in 62 2/3 innings. 

The sidearmer wields a fastball that sits around 80 mph, but he has been effective due to his 
arm angle and movement. He pitched for Japan in the World Baseball Classic in 2013 and 
2017, allowing two earned runs over a combined nine innings. 

While not nearly the splash Ohtani could have provided, Makita’s addition will give manager 
Andy Green a unique look out of the bullpen. The veteran pitcher also is the Padres’ first 
Japanese player acquisition under A.J. Preller. The general manager has hired several of 
Makita’s countrymen and expanded scouting efforts across the Pacific Ocean.

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-agree-craig-stammen-two-year-deal-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-agree-craig-stammen-two-year-deal-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-baseball-classic-EVSPR000026-topic.html
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Craig Stammen agrees to two-year deal with Padres 

Dennis Lin  

The Padres have agreed to bring back reliever Craig Stammen on a two-year contract, 
according to a source. The deal will guarantee $4.5 million to the right-hander. 

Stammen, 33, made the Padres’ opening-day roster last season after signing a minor league 
deal. He posted a 3.14 ERA and was one of the team’s most durable arms, leading the bullpen 
with 80 1/3 innings. The veteran had not pitched in the majors since early 2015, when he 
suffered a flexor tendon injury. 

Stammen’s return provides both protection and leadership for a staff that could break in a 
number of prospects. The former Washington Nationals pitcher is capable of filling virtually 
any relief role. Last season, he consistently worked more than one inning. Manager Andy 
Green also deployed him in high-traffic situations with repeated success. 

Before the end of the season, Stammen spoke of his interest in re-signing with the Padres. 

“I really like it in San Diego,” Stammen told the Union-Tribune in September. “They showed 
me quite a bit of loyalty at the beginning of the season when I was struggling. … If the front 
office is up for it and the price is right, then that’s what’ll happen.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
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Contrary to report, Padres have not made offer to 
Carlos Gonzalez 
 
Dennis Lin  

One of the most tepid hot-stove seasons in recent memory has not halted the churn of the 
gossip mill. Some rumors contain grains of truth. Many do not. 

In the latest example, a Spanish-language tweet from ESPN reported that the Padres were 
among three teams with offers out to free-agent outfielder Carlos Gonzalez. The origin of the 
report was unclear. 

According to sources, the Padres have not made an offer to Gonzalez, and no evidence exists 
of significant interest between the two sides. The other clubs mentioned in the report — the 
Houston Astros and San Francisco Giants — appear to be potential fits on a short-term deal, 
but even that might not appeal to San Diego. 

The Padres have a number of younger outfielders they plan to continue auditioning, and if 
they sign free agent Eric Hosmer, they likely will move first baseman Wil Myers to left or 
right field. Gonzalez could help address a need for left-handed offense, but he is a few months 
removed from his 32nd birthday as well as one of his worst seasons. In 136 games with 
Colorado, the three-time All-Star hit .262 with a .762 OPS and 14 home runs. 

Like many Rockies teammates, Gonzalez has benefited from playing half his games at Coors 
Field. In 260 plate appearances at Petco Park, he is a .232 hitter with a .650 OPS and six home 
runs. 

Scott Boras represents both Gonzalez and Hosmer. The agent is believed to be seeking an 
eight-year contract for the latter. The Padres have offered Hosmer seven years but less than 
the $140 million mentioned in a recent report. 

Should Hosmer land elsewhere, the Padres have not planned to pursue alternatives. The likely 
course of action would be keeping Myers at first base while holding competitions in the 
corner-outfield spots. Manuel Margot is considered a potential star in center. 

Moving on 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
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The Los Angeles Dodgers, who hired Luis Ortiz as an assistant hitting coach and hitting 
coordinator earlier this offseason, have dipped back into the Padres’ player development staff. 
On Thursday, they officially named Mark Prior their bullpen coach. 

Ortiz and Prior had been with San Diego the last three seasons — Ortiz as field and hitting 
coordinator, Prior as minor league pitching coordinator. Both are well-regarded in the 
industry, which was reaffirmed with their appointments to major league jobs. 

The Padres would have preferred the duo go outside the National League West, but they did 
not stand in their way. 

“I think it’s a compliment that other clubs are calling to ask on your employees,” General 
Manager A.J. Preller said. “We pride ourselves on having a deep system, not just in players 
but staff members. … Those guys are talented, so it’s never an easy situation, but it opens up 
doors for people in the organization.” 

Chris Kemp has assumed a hybrid role; he will continue to run the Padres’ international 
scouting department while overseeing on-field efforts for the minor league system. Preller 
said Kemp, Oscar Bernard and other minor league hitting coaches will coordinate hitting 
instruction. 

Interviews for the pitching coordinator position will begin next week. 

Major league combo? 

Although the true competition will begin in spring training, Padres outfielder Franchy Cordero 
has spent his offseason stating his case to start in one of the corners. The 23-year-old captured 
MVP and Rookie of the Year honors in the Dominican Winter League, and now he is playing 
alongside Margot again. 

Escogido, whose general manager is Padres executive Moises Alou, recently added the center 
fielder to its roster after Margot’s team, Este, did not make the league’s playoffs. Cordero and 
Margot have been hitting back-to-back near the top of the lineup and playing next to each 
other in the outfield, with Cordero in left. 
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By all accounts, Cordero is impressing evaluators inside and outside the Padres organization. 
Preller will travel this weekend to the Dominican, where he intends to watch Cordero and 
Margot play. 

Cordero still has much to prove, especially in terms of plate discipline. He crushed Triple-A 
pitching last season, but posted a 44 percent strikeout rate in 99 plate appearances with the 
Padres. Other candidates for the left-field job include Jose Pirela and Alex Dickerson. 
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MLB.COM 
 

Padres deal Solarte to Jays for 2 prospects 
Outfielder Olivares, RHP Carkuff join San Diego's excellent system 
 
Daniel Kramer and Ben Weinrib 
 
The Padres dealt from their infield depth on Saturday, trading fan favorite Yangervis 
Solarte to the Blue Jays for Minor League outfielder Edward Olivares, who was Toronto's No. 
18 prospect per MLB Pipeline, and right-handed relief prospect Jared Carkuff. 

The Padres had been fielding calls since as early as the General Managers Meetings in 
November on their infield trio of Solarte, Cory Spangenberg and Carlos Asuaje. And among 
the three, Solarte, 30, seemed the most logical trade chip. He is the most experienced and 
most versatile, but also offered the most club-friendly contract -- with one year remaining at 
$4.125 million and two club options, valued at $5.5 million in '19 and $8 million in '20. 

Solarte is coming off a year in which he hit a career-high 18 homers with 64 RBIs and posted 
a .255/.314/.416 slash line in 128 games while appearing at all four infield positions. 

Beyond his production on the field, Solarte was one of the most beloved Padres for his 
passion and connection to San Diego. One particularly touching moment was when Solarte 
lost his wife, Yuliette, after complications from her fight against cancer in Sept. 2016, and the 
city embraced him in his time of mourning. 

The Padres are left with Spangenberg, Asuaje and recently-reacquired Chase Headley to play 
second and third base, though another trade could be in the cards. Luis Urias, the team's No. 3 
prospect, seems likely to reach the Majors during the 2018 season and will need consistent at-
bats at the keystone position. 

Olivares, 21, will add further depth to a Padres farm system that is widely regarded as being in 
the game's upper echelon, most specifically for its infield and pitching talent. While scouting 
reports indicate he had mixed results early in his career, Olivares took a significant step 
forward in 2017 in advancing to Class A Lancaster, where he played 101 games and slashed 
.277/.330/.500 with 17 homers and 65 RBIs. He is slotted in as the Padres' No. 24 prospect. 

Carkuff, 24, was Toronto's 35th-round selection in 2016, and reached as high as Triple-A 
Buffalo last season. During the '17 campaign, between four Minor League stops, he went 3-4 
with a 3.86 ERA in 63 innings. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Padres bring back reliever Stammen 
Righty signs 2-year deal after firing 80-plus innings for San Diego in '17 
 
Steve Gilbert  
 
The Padres have agreed to terms with reliever Craig Stammen on a two-year, $4.5 million 
contract, according to MLB Network insider Jon Heyman. The club confirmed the move 
Saturday. 

Stammen, 33, signed a Minor League deal with the Padres last season and got off to a rough 
start, posting an 8.49 ERA in April. He turned things around, however, posting a 2.23 mark in 
the final five months to finish with a 3.14 ERA in 80 1/3 innings. 

To make room on the 40-man roster, the Padres designated infielder Jose Rondon for 
assignment 

Stammen served in numerous roles in 2017, thriving most when he entered games with men 
on base. 

Padres GM A.J. Preller said shortly after the '17 season ended that the team was interested in 
bringing Stammen back. 

According to USA Today's Bob Nightengale, Stammen can earn $100,000 for every five 
appearances between 20 and 50, another $150,000 if he reaches 55 games and another 
$150,000 if he reaches 60 appearances. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/602922/jose-rondon
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Padres sign Japanese right-hander Makita 
Oliver Macklin 
 
The Padres signed Japanese hurler Kazuhisa Makita to a two-year contract, the Padres 
announced Saturday.  

Makita has pitched the past seven seasons for the Saitama Seibu Lions of the Japan Pacific 
League. A submarine-style right-handed pitcher, Makita went 53-49 with a 2.83 ERA in 921 
1/3 innings during his time with the Lions. 

The 33-year-old began his professional career as a starter, but he transitioned to a full-time 
reliever in 2016 and excelled in that role. Makita, whose deal is worth around $4 million 
according to MLB Network insider Jon Heyman, went 7-1 with a 1.60 ERA in 78 2/3 innings 
out of the bullpen in 2016 before going 3-3 with a 2.30 ERA in 62 2/3 frames last season. The 
Padres did not confirm the dollar value of the contract. 

Makita's signing comes shortly after the Padres brought back right-hander Craig Stammen on 
a two-year deal, giving the club a few solid right-handed relief options in 2018 and possibly 
'19 as well. San Diego also dealt infielder Yangervis Solarte to the Blue Jays for Minor 
League outfielder Edward Olivares and right-handed pitching prospect Jared Carkuff. 

 

  

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-agree-to-terms-with-craig-stammen/c-264350650
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-acquire-olivares-carkuff-for-solarte/c-264366018
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
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All signs pointing to Hall call for Hoffman 
Barry M. Bloom  
 
SAN DEIGO -- Trevor Hoffman is on the cusp of election to the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 

In the early tabulation of votes made public by eligible members of the Baseball Writers' 
Association of America, one of the premier closers in Major League history so far appears to 
have made up enough ground to reach the 75 percent threshold for election. 

Last year, Hoffman fell just five votes short. Of the 163 ballots counted, Hoffman already has 
gained 12 votes, losing only three for a nine-vote pickup. He's at 78.4 percent. 

The voting ended on Dec. 31 and, of course, there are some 280 ballots still to be counted. 
Last year, Tim Raines, Ivan Rodriguez and Jeff Bagwell were elected, and 442 ballots were 
cast. 

Hoffman's peers -- the guys already in the Hall of Fame -- certainly believe he's going to get 
in simply because of the stellar job he did in the role he was assigned to fulfill. 

"Trevor had a tremendous impact on the back end of a baseball game," said Tom Glavine, a 
305-game winner as a starter with the Braves and Mets. "And certainly, the number of saves 
that he has speaks for itself. I think Trevor's going to get in, whether it's this time around or 
the next. Whatever the case is." 

Results for the Class of 2018 will be announced on Jan. 24 via MLB Network and MLB.com 
at 6 p.m. ET. According to the public ballots, as many as five candidates are in position right 
now to be elected: Hoffman, Vladimir Guerrero, Edgar Martinez, Chipper Jones and Jim 
Thome, the latter two in their first years. 

Hoffman, in his third year, has been caught in the vortex of how some voters perceive the role 
of the closer and the value of the save in a diminished sense. Hoffman had 601 of them, the 
most ever in the National League and second only to the Yankees' Mariano Rivera, who 
finished with 652. 

Rivera will be on the ballot for the first time for the Class of 2019 and is considered to be a 
no-brainer. 

Current Hall of Famers think Hoffman is also a no-brainer. They believe you can't place a 
metric on the value of an elite closer like Hoffman and Rivera, who did their jobs at an elite 
level for decades, Hoffman for 18 seasons and Rivera for 19. 

https://baseballhall.org/
https://baseballhall.org/
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"I think a lot of the times closers are underrated until you have one on your team," said 
Glavine, who had Mark Wohlers behind him on the Braves and Billy Wagner on the Mets. 
"Then you realize how valuable they are, you realize what kind of asset they are to have a guy 
like that looming in the ninth inning and what that does to the psyche of an opposing team." 

Gaylord Perry, another Hall of Famer with a rich resume, said that he wouldn't have made it 
without some high-class relievers behind him. 

"I completed a lot of games, but I had some great relief pitchers in there helping me," said 
Perry, who completed 303 and had 314 wins for eight teams in 22 seasons, winning the Cy 
Young Award in both leagues. "Rollie Fingers was one of the best of them. He would say, 'If 
you have a two-run lead and you go seven don't go back out there.' He was going to be there. 
He did that for me in San Diego and I won a Cy Young because of him [in 1978]." 

Perry, Glavine and Rodriguez were made available in a conference call earlier this week 
promoting next weekend's Diamond Resorts International celebrity golf tournament in 
Orlando, Fla. Glavine and Rodriguez are among 11 former and current baseball players 
competing in the tournament. 

Fingers, a multi-inning closer with 341 saves, was elected to the Hall by the BBWAA in 1992. 
But since then, voters have had a hard time trying to figure out what to do with relievers. Rich 
Gossage and Bruce Sutter, who also pitched in the era of multiple-inning saves, were 
subsequently elected. Dennis Eckersley and John Smoltz had stellar careers as starters and 
closers. Both were elected by the BBWAA into the Hall. 

When Hall of Fame manager Tony La Russa converted Eckersley into a reliever in 1987 for 
the A's, it began the advent of the ninth-inning-only closer. La Russa always gave credit for 
that move to pitching coach Dave Duncan. 

Hoffman and Rivera were certainly cut from that mold. According to Baseball Reference, 852 
of Hoffman's 1,035 appearances included the ninth inning. Hitters batted only .220 and 
whiffed 578 times against him in 692 high-leverage situations. That attributed to his 672 wins 
and saves in those situations. 

Similarly, Rivera pitched in 1,115 games, and 981 included the ninth inning. Opponents 
batted .228 against him and struck out 585 times in 782 high-leverage situations. Rivera had 
734 wins and saves for the Yankees. 

It's useless to compare how relievers were used in the Fingers-Gossage-Sutter era or how 
bullpens are evolving now with the jobs Hoffman and Rivera were asked to do in their time. 

The contributions of Hoffman and Rivera shouldn't be taken out of context. Most voters don't. 
That's why Hoffman is so close to Hall election. 
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"I'm a big believer and have a lot of respect for how durable those guys were," said 
Rodriguez, who caught 2,247 games in the big leagues in 21 seasons. "They played in 18, 19 
years and had to be in shape to pitch every day. Hoffman had over 600 saves, so did Rivera. 
We have to put into perspective what these guys did." 
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Padres fans, meet Kazuhisa Makita and his awesome 
sidearm action 
Jessica Kleinschmidt| 

 
The Padres have inked a two-year deal with submariner Kazuhisa Makita. He, along with 
fellow Japanese star Shohei Ohtani, were made available by their Japanese teams and were 
each given a 30-day window to reach deals with Major League teams … and now, Makita is a 
resident of the Golden State. And so is Ohtani, who joined the Angels last month. 

 
Here's some background on with Makita's sidearm ways and more about the 33-year-old: 
Makita didn't make his professional debut until he was 26, but he did post a 2.61 ERA with a 
5-7 record and finished off his appearance winning the league's Rookie of the Year award. 
And over six seasons with the Saitama Seibu Lions of the Japan Pacific League, he boasted a 
2.83 ERA. 

 
In his final season before coming to MLB, Makita finished with a 2.30 ERA recording 35 
strikeouts across 62 2/3 innings. 
 

He was also part of a combined no-hitter against the MLB All-Stars. 
Welcome to the bigs! 
 

  

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-kazuhisa-makita-agree-to-deal/c-264357908
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2017/12/09/263194050/ohtani-wanted-to-wear-trouts-number
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Backstop Hedges looks to raise bar in 2018 
25-year-old has stabilized catcher spot in San Diego, but team lacks depth 
 
AJ Cassavell   
 
With Spring Training on the horizon, MLB.com is taking an in-depth look at the 2018 Padres, 
breaking the team down position-by-position. Today, we preview the San Diego catchers. 

The Padres handed the keys to Austin Hedges behind the plate in 2017. Offensively, there 
appears to be work left to do. But defensively, he starred. 

Hedges seemingly established himself as the catcher of the future in San Diego. He arrived as 
one of baseball's most highly touted young backstops, and his 2017 season did little to dispel 
that notion. 

Hedges batted .214/.262/.398 while mashing 18 homers, the most by a Padres catcher since 
Mike Piazza set the club record with 22 in 2006. On defense, Hedges drew rave reviews for 
his work with the pitching staff, and he excelled as a pitch-framer. He tied for fifth among 
Major League catchers with seven defensive runs saved. 

"He's really talented back there," said Padres reliever Brad Hand. "He does his homework. All 
the pitchers here have good trust in him. That's good to see. He's a young catcher, and you 
don't really see that too often, a rookie catcher gaining that kind of trust from his pitching staff 
right out the get-go. That's a credit to him and the hard work he puts in." 

Of course, Hedges was always projected to shine behind the plate. The question marks 
surrounding Hedges as a prospect revolved largely around his ability to hit. In that respect, 
2017 was a mixed bag. 

Hedges showcased a bit more power than expected, but his average and on-base percentage 
weren't up to par. 

"There's a lot of room to grow mentally, just approach-wise at the plate," Hedges said at the 
end of the season. "I want to get stronger. I caught a lot of games, but I missed a bit of time 
with certain little injuries. I want to catch 130-140 games, so I've definitely got to get 
stronger." 

Hedges' first season as a full-time catcher featured its share of ups and downs. He started hot, 
homering six times in April, but he slumped during the middle of the season, hitting .200 
without a walk during an injury-riddled July. 

All of it was valuable experience, in Hedges' eyes. 
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"Ultimately, [I learned] how to prepare for a big league game from a game-plan standpoint," 
Hedges said. "I've learned a lot about that and how to take care of my body. I've definitely got 
more room to learn, but I'm pleased with that kind of growth." 

Behind Hedges, the situation is murkier. Longtime Padres Minor Leaguer Rocky Gale will get 
a shot to win the backup job in Spring Training. He was added to the 40-man roster in 
September and went 1-for-10 with a homer in his brief big league stint. 

Raffy Lopez, who batted .222/.306/.463 in 24 games for Toronto last season, is another 
option. But it seems likely the Padres will add a third catcher to the competition before the 
offseason ends. 

Projected starter: Hedges 

Potential backups: Lopez, Gale 

Top 30 prospects: Luis Campusano, No. 18; Austin Allen, No. 20; Blake Hunt, No. 24 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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YAHOO! SPORTS 
 

Who is new Padres reliever Kazuhisa Makita? 
Mark Townsend 
 
The San Diego Padres were among the seven MLB teams Shohei Ohtani strongly considered 
before signing with the Los Angeles Angels in December. Though there’s no consolation 
prize for failing to sign a once-in-a-lifetime player like Ohtani, the Padres have signed another 
Japanese star whose stock is pretty high, reliever Kazuhisa Makita 

Jon Heyman of FanRag Sports first reported the two sides have agreed on a two-year, $4 
million deal. The Padres later confirmed the deal. 

The news comes one day after Yahoo Sports’ Jeff Passan confirmed reports from Yahoo 
Japan that the Padres were the heavy favorites to sign Makita.  

So who exactly is Kazuhisa Makita? 

Makita, 33, is not a two-way star like Ohtani, but he does bring something unique to the table 
as a submarine style pitcher. The best current examples of that style in MLB would be Brad 
Ziegler and Steve Cishek. The most notable submarine pitcher over the few last generations is 
legendary closer Dan Quisenberry. 

Here’s a glimpse of Makita’s delivery from an exhibition game against MLB All-Stars in 
2014. 

According to Graveyard Baseball, Makita alternated between the rotation and bullpen after 
joining the Saitama Seibu Lions in 2010. He finally settled in as a reliever in 2016, and has 
since developed into a relief “ace” capable of filling several bullpen roles. Makita was used as 
a setup man in 2017, recording a 2.30 ERA in 62.2 innings. If the Padres elect to trade 
closer Brad Hand, Makita would be a sensible candidate to replace him. 

If Hand isn’t traded, the Padres will move forward with a solid bullpen that also includes 
former closer Carter Capps and Craig Stammen, who the team re-signed on a two-year deal on 
Friday. In that scenario, Makita might be better used as a roving reliever who can appear at 
any point in the game. That was his role in 2016 when he dominated in Japan, posting a 1.60 
ERA in 78.2 innings. 

Despite his good stuff, Makita doesn’t produce a ton of strikeouts. He averaged just five per 
nine innings over his eight seasons in Japan. 

Makita does produce a lot of weak contact though, and is considered a ground ball pitcher. 
Those traits, combined with his sparkling control — he issued just 19 unintentional free 
passes over his past 147 1/3 innings — put him in a great position to succeed in MLB. 

https://www.yahoo.com/author/mark-townsend
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa/
https://twitter.com/JonHeyman/status/949656146138279937
https://twitter.com/JonHeyman/status/949656146138279937
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/949815934637654016
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8262/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8262/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8836/
http://graveyardbaseball.blogspot.com/2018/01/report-kazuhisa-makita-and-padres-in.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8955/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8480/
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ESPN 
 

Yangervis Solarte traded to Blue Jays for pair of 
prospects 
 
ESPN NEWS SERVICES 
 
The Toronto Blue Jays are acquiring second baseman Yangervis Solarte in a trade with San 
Diego, the Padres announced Saturday. 
In return, the Padres will get a pair of prospects in outfielder Edward Olivares and right-
hander Jared Carkuff. 

The Padres also re-signed right-handed pitcher Craig Stammen to a two-year contract 
Saturday and designated infielder Jose Rondon for assignment. 
Solarte, 30, has spent the past three and a half seasons with the Padres. He hit .255 with 18 
home runs and 64 RBIs in 2017 and is a career .267 hitter. He made his big league debut with 
the New York Yankees in 2014. 
The 21-year-old Olivares hit .269 with 17 home runs, 72 RBIs and 20 stolen bases in 120 
Class A games with Lansing and Dunedin this year. From Venezuela, he signed with Toronto 
as an international free agent in 2014. 

Carkuff, 24, was 3-4 with eight saves and a 3.86 ERA in 34 relief appearances between Class 
A Vancouver, Lansing and Dunedin and Triple-A Buffalo last season. He was selected by 
Toronto in the 35th round of the June 2016 draft out of Austin Peay. 

The 33-year-old Stammen was 2-3 with a 3.14 ERA with 74 strikeouts and just 28 walks in a 
career-high 60 appearances for the Padres last season. He inherited a National League-high 55 
runners and allowed just 14 of them to score, including only two with the bases loaded. 

In 289 career appearances with Washington and San Diego, Stammen is 28-27 with a 3.80 
ERA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/tor/toronto-blue-jays
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30898/yangervis-solarte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32759/jose-rondon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/wsh/washington-nationals
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CBS SPORTS 
 

MLB Hot Stove: Padres add two relievers, possibly 
clearing way for Brad Hand trade 
 
San Diego has signed Craig Stammen and Kazuhisa Makita to two-year contracts 
 
 Mike Axisa 

•  
While trading Yangervis Solarte to the Toronto Blue Jays created all the buzz Saturday, 
the San Diego Padres also made two under-the-radar bullpen pickups this weekend. 
On Saturday, the Padres announced they have signed veteran right-handed relievers Craig 
Stammen and Kazuhisa Makita to two-year contracts. Stammen will reported receive $4.5 
million across the two seasons. Makita landed a $4 million payday, and cost the Padres a 
$500,000 posting fee to his former club in Japan, the Seibu Lions. 
  
Stammen, 33, resurfaced with San Diego last season after bouncing around a bit from 2015-
16, throwing 80 1/3 innings with a 3.14 ERA and strong strikeout (8.3 K/9) and ground ball 
(51.6 percent) rates. He was a workhorse for Padres skipper Andy Green; Stammen was 
fourth among relievers with those 80 1/3 innings. 
 
As for Makita, the 33-year-old submarine pitcher is coming over to MLB for the first time 
after spending the last seven seasons in Japan. He has been a full-time reliever for two years 
now, and had a 2.30 ERA with 35 strikeouts in 62 2/3 innings in 2017. Here is some video of 
Makita from the 2017 World Baseball Classic. Check out his delivery: 
Stammen and Makita will join holdovers Kirby Yates and All-Star Brad Hand in Green's 
likely "Circle of Trust" this coming season, at least in theory. Hand has been on the trade 
block for more than a year now, and it stands to reason the rebuilding Padres will continue to 
make him available. If anything, adding Stammen and Makita could make 
Hand more available because the Padres have added bullpen depth. 
 
The 27-year-old Hand won't become a free agent until the 2019-20 offseason and he has 
emerged as one of the dominant relievers in baseball the last two seasons. Last year he threw 
79 1/3 innings with 104 strikeouts and a 2.16 ERA, and also saved 19 games in 21 chances 
after taking over as closer at midseason. Hand has been electric the last two years. The Padres 
struck gold when they claimed him off waivers from the Miami Marlins two Spring Trainings 
ago. 
The free-agent bullpen market has been very active this offseason. It is the only free-agent 
market that has been active this offseason, really. As of this writing, 23 relievers have signed 
guaranteed major-league contracts this winter while only 22 players at all other positions 
combined have signed a guaranteed deal. Teams are building their rosters from the ninth 
inning forward, it seems. They're prioritizing deep bullpens more than anything. 

https://www.cbssports.com/writers/mike-axisa/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1741691/yangervis-solarte
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TOR/toronto-blue-jays
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/blue-jays-reportedly-land-solarte-from-padres-in-trade-to-beef-up-infield-depth/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SD/san-diego-padres
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1671002/craig-stammen
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1671002/craig-stammen
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/hot-stove-ohtani-is-not-the-only-pitcher-from-japan-that-could-join-an-mlb-team/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/hot-stove-ohtani-is-not-the-only-pitcher-from-japan-that-could-join-an-mlb-team/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2036146/kirby-yates
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1795804/brad-hand
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIA/miami-marlins
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As good as Hand it is, it makes a world of sense for the Padres to trade him soon. For starters, 
there is the injury risk. Pitchers tend to break down, and the longer San Diego holds on to 
Hand, the more risk they assume that he'll get hurt and lose all value. There's also this: 

1. The reliever market is booming right now and there might not be a better 
chance to get a quality prospect package for Hand than this offseason, given the 
year he just had and his two seasons of team control. 

2. Baltimore Orioles closer Zach Britton blew out his Achilles a few weeks ago 
and was effectively taken off the reliever trade market. Because of that, Hand is 
now the best lefty reliever available. Teams interested in Britton may now pivot 
to Hand. 

The Padres did not need to re-sign Stammen and sign Makita to trade Hand. They are 
rebuilding with no real expectation of contending in 2018 -- for what it's worth, FanGraphs 
pegs the Padres as a 71-91 team this year -- so trading their best reliever (best player?) for 
prospects wouldn't change much in the grand scheme of things. Trading Hand would add 
prospects to what might already be baseball's best farm system. It would be business as usual 
for a non-contender. 
At the same time, adding Stammen and Makita does give the Padres more bullpen options, 
and if nothing else, it means they won't have to scramble for arms later in the offseason, after 
a hypothetical Hand trade. Someone has to throw those innings out of the bullpen to avoid 
overworking younger arms like Dinelson Lamet, Luis Perdomo, and Bryan Mitchell. Now 
Stammen and Makita are around to do it, lessening the need for Hand. 
  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BAL/baltimore-orioles
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1733482/zach-britton
http://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=Standings
http://www.fangraphs.com/depthcharts.aspx?position=Standings
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2507517/dinelson-lamet
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2211467/luis-perdomo
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2040767/bryan-mitchell
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BLEACHER REPORT 
 
Kazuhisa Makita, Padres Reportedly Agree to 2-Year, 
$4 Million Contract 
 
ADAM WELLS 

The San Diego Padres and Japanese pitcher Kazuhisa Makita have reportedly agreed to a two-
year contract.  

Per Jon Heyman of FanRag Sports, Makita's deal with the Padres will pay him around $4 
million total.  

Makita has pitched for Seibu Lions in the Pacific League since 2011. The 33-year-old has 
been used exclusively as a reliever over the past two seasons after alternating between the 
starting rotation and bullpen from 2011-15.  

Per MLB.com's Joe Trezza, Makita's success stems from a deceptive submarine delivery, with 
a fastball that will touch 85 mph, a curveball and a slider in his repertoire.  

Makita has been terrific throughout his career at keeping the ball in the park. He has only 
allowed 46 home runs in 921.1 innings with a 2.83 career ERA.  

In 62.2 innings last season, the right-hander had a 2.30 ERA with 59 hits allowed, 35 
strikeouts and five walks.  

The Padres will use Makita as depth in a bullpen that already includes All-Star closer Brad 
Hand and Kirby Yates.  
  

http://bleacherreport.com/users/340764
http://bleacherreport.com/san-diego-padres
https://twitter.com/JonHeyman/status/949656146138279937
https://www.mlb.com/news/kazuhisa-makita-to-be-posted-for-mlb-teams/c-262738716
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AP 

Padres sign Japanese right-hander Kazuhisa Makita 
 
The Associated Press 
 
SAN DIEGO (AP) -- The San Diego Padres signed Japanese right-hander Kazuhisa Makita to 
a two-year contract Saturday. 

The 33-year-old Makita was 10-4 with a 1.91 ERA the last two seasons with the Seibu Lions 
in Japan. 

The submarine-throwing pitcher was the closer for bronze medal-winning Japan in the World 
Baseball Classic in 2013 and 2017, going a combined 2-0 with three saves. 
 

http://www.ap.org/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/sdg/
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