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                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                                                   

Before Angels defeat the Mariners, Garrett Richards discusses his uncertain future  

By Pedro Moura 

His Angels teammates have long called Garrett Richards “Bullet,” a nod to both his projectile-like pitches 

and the intensity with which he used to throw them. 

The nickname dates back to his college career at the University of Oklahoma, where he knew not how to 

pitch, only to release every throw at maximum effort. 

Eight years as a professional and two seasons of struggling with right-arm injuries have taught him the 

name no longer fits him. 

Richards returned from biceps nerve irritation this month throwing at a slightly lower intensity, in 

greater control of his pitch location, and came away convinced it is his best path. 

“I think that that’s me now,” Richards said before the Angels beat Seattle 6-5 on Friday night at Angel 

Stadium. 

“I don’t think I’ll ever go back to the overthrowing and trying to throw your best bullet on every pitch. 

Having taken a step back and rethinking things, I think moving forward it not only helps me, but makes 

me more efficient.” 

After his Wednesday start in the game that eliminated the Angels from postseason contention, Richards 

will shut down all throwing until mid-December. 

His five September starts, he said, eliminated his lingering doubts about his readiness for 2018. 

“Peace of mind, right now, is kind of the main thing for me,” he said. 

“Obviously, we didn’t get to where we wanted to get to, but next year is looking good.” 

Richards, 29, will be eligible for free agency after next season. 

He said Friday that he is open to signing an extension with the Angels, but has heard nothing about one. 

His injuries, obviously, complicate any potential talks, and lighten his likely salary in his final year of 

arbitration. 

Between his first and second arbitration years, Richards’ salary more than doubled, from $3.2 million to 

$6.43 million. 

He had thrown more than 200 innings. Once he threw only 342/3 innings in 2016, his salary increased 

only 6%. 
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He threw 27 2/3 innings this season. 

He was one of many Angels pitchers to miss significant time because of injury this season, a reality he 

said they often questioned among themselves. 

“We ask ourselves that all the time,” Richards said. “When somebody goes down, we’re all just like, 

‘Wow, really? This is happening?’ 

“But I don’t think there’s any method to the madness. I think it’s just sheer bad luck, to be real.” 

He understands, then, how much of next season’s success or failure will depend on that luck turning for 

the team. 

“We have a lot of guys in here that have to stay healthy in order for us to get to where we want to get 

to,” Richards said. 

“You look at our team on paper, and it looks great. But if you’re not out there on the field, then it 

doesn’t really matter. I think just speaking for me and maybe a couple of other, younger guys on the 

team, we’ve gotta really focus on staying healthy, that’s it.” 

Doctors have prescribed Richards a regimen of exercises to minimize the nerve irritation, including a 

technique known as flossing. It entails slowly mobilizing affected nerves, and he’ll continue to do the 

flossing over the offseason. 

He’ll also focus, he said, on bettering his two-seam fastball, so he can present left-handed hitters with a 

pitch that moves away from them. 

That will make it easier to stay away from the changeup, the pitch he is convinced contributed to his 

arm injuries. 

Short hops 

The Angels beat their division rivals before what they announced was a crowd of 35,106 fans at Angel 

Stadium. Mike Trout hit the 200th and 201st home runs of his career and his 32nd and 33rd of 2017. 

Nelson Cruz and Kyle Seager launched back-to-back homers against Angels left-hander Tyler Skaggs, 

who lasted 42/3 innings in his final start of the season. Yusmeiro Petit, a relief ace for much of this 

season, surrendered a two-run home run to Mike Zunino. Luis Valbuena knocked in the winning runs 

with an eighth-inning double. … 

The National Baseball Hall of Fame asked right-hander Matt Shoemaker for a cap and protective liner 

he wore this season, and he gladly obliged. Shoemaker recovered from a September skull fracture to 

make the Angels’ opening-day rotation. Now recovering from surgery to release the radial nerve in his 

forearm, he is scheduled to build up to bullpen sessions and then shut down for the winter by October’s 

end. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/kyle-seager-PESPT0015544-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-zunino-PESPT0015840-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-shoemaker-PESPT0015549-topic.html


September 30, 2017  Page 5 of 43 
 

Letters: Readers shocked to find corruption in college sports in general and USC in particular* 

*NOTE: Only showing content from MLB section of article.   

So Dave Roberts is upset that Yasiel Puig isn’t playing to win. 

This is the same Roberts who insists on not only starting but moving up in the order Curtis Granderson, 

who not only can’t hit his weight but can’t hit the weight of the average eighth-grader. And he insists on 

pitching Pedro Baez, who, while he was once a great contributor, has lost it and now gives up home runs 

like he was flinging beads off a Mardi Gras float. Roberts also insists on giving playing time and at bats to 

guys who are never going to contribute in October. 

So the manager isn’t managing to win and his players follow his leadership. 

Doc, heal thyself. 

Sam Foster 

Redondo Beach 

:: 

Sluggers Reggie Jackson, Manny Ramirez, Dave Kingman, and a handful of others, needed special 

handling by their managers. 

Yasiel Puig is also in this category and manager Dave Roberts doesn’t have a clue. 

Look for one of them to be gone after the playoffs. 

Bob Munson 

Newbury Park 

:: 

Dodgers’ playoff poetry: 

Wood Yu send Kershaw to the Hill for a Game 7? 

Obviously! 

Some Maeda gone with Ryu instead. 

No way! 

Neal Jenkins 

Long Beach 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/yasiel-puig-PESPT0016785-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/curtis-granderson-PESPT000010074-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/reggie-jackson-PESPT003547-topic.html


September 30, 2017  Page 6 of 43 
 

:: 

The demise of the Angels’ playoff hopes can be traced to two statements made back in April. The first, 

Albert Pujols, when responding to a reporter’s question regarding the Angels’ slow start, said that he 

wasn’t concerned about the standings in April, he’s concerned with the standings in September. The 

second was Mike Scioscia’s comment that he needed to find ways to give his players rest. 

Are you kidding? Any fan can tell you games won in April are games you don’t have to win in September. 

And a manager who expects so little grit and fortitude from his players that he’s looking for rest 

opportunities four weeks into the season? Look no further to understand the futility of the Angels’ 

season. 

Matthew Dhillon 

Fullerton 

:: 

Mike Scioscia, questioning looks at umpire’s calls is not managing. Nor is leaving pitchers on the mound 

too long before relieving them. 

Leonard Levy 

Rancho Mirage 

:: 

Another year without a playoff win for the Angels. The Curse of Rex Hudler lives on! 

Scott Bryant 

Las Vegas 

 

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                                                  

Mike Trout homers twice, including No. 200, in Angels’ comeback victory 

By Jeff Fletcher    

ANAHEIM — A pair of Mike Trout homers, including one in a four-run eighth inning, led the Angels’ to a 

come-from-behind 6-5 victory over the Seattle Mariners on Friday night. 

Luis Valbuena’s two-run double against Seattle closer Edwin Diaz drove in the tying and go-ahead runs in 

the eighth. The Angels started the scoring that inning with the second of Trout’s two homers. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
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“That’s a good comeback for the guys,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “A baseball game is a baseball game. 

No one has given up. We didn’t reach our goal (of making the postseason), but we’re going to continue to 

play hard.” 

Trout’s first homer made him just the fifth player ever to have 200 homers and 1,000 hits prior to his age-

26 season. He joined Jimmie Foxx, Mel Ott, Mickey Mantle and Alex Rodriguez. Trout also joined Tim 

Salmon, Garret Anderson and Brian Downing as the only players to hit 200 homers in an Angels uniform. 

Trout, who has 33 homers this season, has hit four this week. It was his 10th career multi-homer game. 

Tyler Skaggs gave three runs in 4⅔ innings, including back-to-back homers by Nelson Cruz and Kyle Seager 

in the fourth. 

“He showed flashes of the stuff that makes you excited,” Scioscia said. “He did a better job with his 

breaking ball, had a good changeup and had good life on his fastball.” 

Yusmeiro Petit allowed a two-run homer to Mike Zunino in the sixth, putting the Angels behind, 5-2. 

They still came back to win for the 47th time, including the 10th time when trailing after seven innings. The 

Angels are now 79-81, with a chance to finish .500 if they win their last two games. 

“It’s still fun to come to the ballpark and grind with this team,” Skaggs said. “I still think we want to win 

every game possible. We definitely don’t want to have a losing season. We’re going to try our best.” 

Angels could have a strong rotation in ’18...if they can stay healthy  

By Jeff Fletcher  

ANAHEIM — Hours before the Angels began their final weekend of a disappointing 2017 season, Matt 

Shoemaker was in the outfield playing catch, building for 2018. 

A little later, Garrett Richards stood in the clubhouse and pondered the possibilities. 

“Everybody in our rotation has had moments where they’ve looked unbelievable,” Richards said. “We 

know it’s certainly possible.” 

The Angels’ rotation has been decimated by injuries two years in a row, most notably with Richards 

missing almost all of both seasons. Andrew Heaney and Tyler Skaggs, who started Friday night’s game 

against the Seattle Mariners, also missed most of both seasons. Shoemaker has been out the second half 

of this season, after missing the final month of 2016 when he had to have brain surgery after getting hit in 

the head by a line drive. 

“When somebody goes down, we are all like, Really? This is happening?” Richards said. “I don’t think 

there’s any method to the madness. It’s all just sheer bad luck.” 

Which is why there is hope around the Angels that, if their luck can change next season, their weakness 

could suddenly become a strength. 
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“If we could have four or five guys up and healthy,” Shoemaker said, “the sky is the limit.” 

As they close this season, five of the top eight starting pitchers under control for next year are able to 

throw without restrictions. Only one — Alex Meyer, who had shoulder surgery — is out for next season. 

Shoemaker (radial nerve compression surgery) is throwing, with the plan of working up to extended 

bullpen sessions within a month. If he passes that test, he’ll be shut down and considered healthy for 

spring training. 

JC Ramirez (damaged ulnar collateral ligament) underwent stem-cell treatment last month. He has an 

ultrasound scheduled for Sunday to check the progress, he said. General Manager Billy Eppler said the 

damage to his elbow was not as serious as the injuries that Richards and Heaney had when they 

underwent stem-cell therapy, so there’s optimism he can bounce back without surgery. 

Otherwise, the Angels go into the winter healthy. 

“It seems like, all of the sudden, you can can flip the page to 2018, we can have some starting rotation 

depth, which we haven’t had in three years,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “It’s very promising, some of 

these guys are getting on the right track.” 

A look at the 2018 starting pitching depth chart, as it stands today: 

Richards, 29, successfully came back from a damaged UCL, using stem-cell therapy, but then he missed five 

months of 2017 because of biceps nerve irritation. He returned to post a 2.74 ERA in five starts, all on a 

limited pitch count. 

“The last month the ball was coming out of my hand as good as it ever has,” Richards said. “I got to check a 

lot of things off the list, as far as concerns or doubts or whatever.” 

Heaney, 26, made it back from Tommy John surgery earlier than expected, pitching five times before 

shoulder inflammation knocked him out of his last three starts. Heaney is now healthy – he would have 

started Thursday if the Angels hadn’t been eliminated on Wednesday – and he’s turning his attention to 

performing better. He had a 7.06 ERA in those five starts, a far cry from the 3.49 ERA he posted the season 

before undergoing surgery. 

Skaggs, 26, missed most this season with a strained oblique. After he returned, he pitched poorly for a 

month. Skaggs then tweaked his delivery and reintroduced his two-seam fastball, which helped him be 

more successful. 

Parker Bridwell, 25, was the beneficiary of the opportunity provided by all the other injuries. Acquired 

from the Baltimore Orioles for cash considerations in April, Bridwell has a 3.87 ERA heading into his final 

start of the regular season, on Sunday. Although he pitches to contact, which some suggest might not be 

sustainable, the Angels believe he has the stuff, and the mentality, to do it. 

“He’s not afraid to go out there and compete,” Richards said. “That’s as useful as any particular tool you 

can have as a pitcher. I’m excited to see him build off this year.” 
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Nick Tropeano, 27, has been rehabbing all season from Tommy John surgery performed last August. He is 

currently throwing extended bullpen sessions in instructional league. He is expected to face hitters in a 

game-like setting next month in Arizona, and then have a normal winter and be unrestricted in the spring. 

While it requires a good deal of optimism to think they all will be healthy next year, Richards said they’ve 

all come out stronger from their injuries. 

“Everybody has learned a lot about themselves, not only physically, but mindset wise as well,” he said. “I’m 

excited. We have the potential to be very very good.” 

Angels’ Mike Trout smashes 200th and 201st career homers  

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Mike Trout slugged the 200th and 201st homers of his career on Friday night, as the Angels’ 

young star continues to make history. 

Trout, who turned 26 last month, is one of only five players to have 200 homers and 1,000 hits by his age-

25 season. The others are Hall of Famers Jimmie Foxx, Mel Ott and Mickey Mantle, and Alex Rodriguez. 

Trout also became just the fourth player to hit 200 homers with the Angels, joining Tim Salmon, Garret 

Anderson and Brian Downing. 

Trout’s first-inning homer, against Seattle lefty Marco Gonzales, put the Angels ahead, 1-0. It was his 32nd 

homer of the season, his third this week. He hit another homer in the eighth, for the 10th multi-homer 

game of his career. 

Agent says Angels treated Bud Norris fairly, regarding incentives  

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Bud Norris volunteered to take the ball for three starts in the season’s final weeks, and after 

the Angels had consulted with him about the financial implications, according to his agent. 

“He did it for the team,” agent Joel Wolfe said Friday. “Now he’s going into free agency as one of the most 

versatile and valuable pitching assets given the ways teams tactically use their pitching staffs. The value 

he’s gotten out of starting is far in excess of that performance bonus.” 

Norris, 32, had started for most of his big league career before signing a minor league deal with the Angels 

this winter. His contract included a base salary of $1.75 million, with additional bonuses of $250,000 

apiece for 30 and 40 relief outings. If he pitched 60 games in relief, he would get another $500,000 bonus. 

Norris pitched 57 games out of the bullpen, including spending much of the season as the Angels’ primary 

closer. He would likely have earned that extra bonus if the Angels hadn’t used him to start those three 

games instead. 
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However, Wolfe said Norris volunteered to start those games. He also said General Manager Billy Eppler 

spoke to both Norris and Wolfe about each of the starts, bearing in mind the financial implications. Eppler 

and Norris confirmed Wolfe’s account of the events. 

Wolfe said any implication that the Angels were manipulating their strategic decisions to save $500,000 is 

incorrect. The Angels’ total payroll is more than $170 million. 

“I’ve been doing this for 20 years,” Wolfe said. “I know what it looks like when a team is trying to stick a 

banana in a player’s tail pipe, and that’s not what’s going on here.” 

 

                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Trout’s 2nd HR fuels big 8th as Halos stun M’s  

By Maria Guardado and Greg Johns / MLB.com 

ANAHEIM -- Mike Trout's second homer of the game and Luis Valbuena's pinch-hit, two-run double 

led to a four-run eighth inning that vaulted the Angels to a 6-5 comeback victory over the Mariners in 

Friday night's series opener at Angel Stadium. 

With the Angels trailing, 5-2, Trout ignited the rally with a solo shot off Nick Vincent.Albert 

Pujols then doubled and scored on C.J. Cron's two-out RBI single to bring the Halos within one. 

After Kole Calhoun reached on a single that deflected off the foot of Marc Rzepczynski, manager 

Mike Scioscia decided to bring in Valbuena to hit for Cliff Pennington. Valbuena followed by stroking a 

double to right field, driving in the game-winning runs for the Angels. 

"We did some good things in the batter's box as the game went on," Scioscia said. "We had some 

chances early, but there were really some clutch at-bats in the eighth inning for us to put a four-spot up. 

A good comeback for the guys." 

Vincent was Seattle's best setup man all season, but he's allowed 16 hits with a 14.14 ERA in seven 

innings over his last nine appearances this month, and gave up three hits and three runs while getting 

just two outs in the eighth. 

"Vinny has been our eighth-inning guy all year," Mariners manager Scott Servais said. "He's running on 

fumes, we know that. But where we were at in the ballgame, we wanted to give him a chance to try to 

go out there and knock it down. He made a mistake to Trout and ran into some trouble there. We had 

two strikes on Cron, two strikes on Calhoun, two strikes on Valbuena. You've got to give those guys 

credit. They got the balls in play, hit them in good spots and we just couldn't put them away." 

Blake Parker pitched a scoreless ninth to seal the Halos' 47th comeback victory of the season. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_1OVYsLqMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_1OVYsLqMU
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/543883/nick-vincent
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/519240/marc-rzepczynski
http://m.mlb.com/player/460060/cliff-pennington
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
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Trout's 200th career home run gave the Angels a 1-0 lead in the first inning, but Nelson 

Cruz and Kyle Seager launched back-to-back homers in the fourth to put the Mariners ahead. 

Pennington delivered a sacrifice fly to tie the game, 2-2, before Seattle retook the lead on Robinson 

Cano's RBI single in the fifth. Mike Zuninolater capped the Mariners' offensive effort with a two-run 

blast in the sixth. 

Seattle left-hander Marco Gonzales yielded two runs on four hits over four innings in his final start of 

2017. The 25-year-old rookie, who was acquired from the Cardinals in July, logged a 5.35 ERA over 36 

2/3 innings in 10 appearances for the Mariners this season. 

Tyler Skaggs allowed three runs on six hits while walking one and striking out seven over 4 2/3 innings 

for the Angels. The left-hander blanked the Mariners through the first three innings before surrendering 

consecutive homers to Cruz and Seager in the fourth.  

"He showed flashes of the stuff that makes you excited," Scioscia said. "He did a better job with his 

breaking ball, had a good changeup and had good life on his fastball." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Trout's milestone home run: Trout opened the scoring in the bottom of the first by swatting a 2-1 

changeup from Gonzales over the center-field fence for his 32nd home run of the season and the 200th 

of his career. He is the fourth American League player to reach the 200-homer mark before his age-26 

season, joining Alex Rodriguez, Jimmie Foxx and Mickey Mantle. Trout collected his 201st homer in the 

eighth, when he blasted another solo shot off Vincent to secure the 10th multi-homer game of his 

career. 

QUOTABLE 

"I have much respect for him, obviously. That's why I threw him a changeup there, not giving him any 

heaters in the zone. He made me pay. I hung it and he put an impressive swing on it." -- Gonzales on 

Trout's 200th home run 

"It's still fun to come to the ballpark and grind with this team. I still think we want to win every game 

possible. We definitely don't want to have a losing season. We're going to try our best." -- Skaggs, on the 

Angels' dramatic victory 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

After missing four games with a sprained right middle finger, Mariners shortstop Jean Segura returned 

to the lineup and went 3-for-3 with a double to hike his average to .300 -- and then was replaced 

by Gordon Beckham. If Segura doesn't play the rest of the weekend, he'll have hit .300 or better in 

back-to-back seasons after batting .319 last year for the D-backs. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Mariners: Andrew Moore (1-5, 5.34 ERA) gets the start for Saturday's 6:07 p.m. PT game at Angel 

Stadium. The 23-year-old rookie has a 3.48 ERA in four September outings, though he's lost his last two 

starts to AL division champs Houston and Cleveland. 

http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/256797252/
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mariners.mlb.com/news/article/256842262/
http://m.mlb.com/player/429664/robinson-cano
http://m.mlb.com/player/429664/robinson-cano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572287/mike-zunino
http://m.mlb.com/player/594835/marco-gonzales
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/516416/jean-segura
http://m.mlb.com/player/493596/gordon-beckham
http://m.mlb.com/player/621058/andrew-moore
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Angels: Ricky Nolasco (6-15, 5.02 ERA) will make his final start of the regular season on Saturday night 

as the Angels continue their three-game series against the Mariners at 6:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. 

Nolasco is 1-1 with a 4.82 ERA in five starts against Seattle this year. 

Trout adds to historic clout with 200th homer 

Angels star’s 2nd blast of game sparks comeback vs. Mariners 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

ANAHEIM -- Mike Trout reached an impressive milestone on Friday night, launching his 200th career 

home run in the first inning of the Angels' 6-5 win over the Mariners at Angel Stadium. 

Trout crushed a 2-1 changeup from left-hander Marco Gonzales to center field to give the Angels a 1-0 

lead. With the blast, Trout joined Alex Rodriguez, Jimmie Foxx and Mickey Mantle as the only American 

League players to reach the 200-home run mark before their age-26 seasons. 

Only three other Angels -- Tim Salmon, Garret Anderson and Brian Downing -- have hit 200 home runs, 

and Trout is the youngest to do so. 

"I have much respect for him, obviously," Gonzales said. "That's why I threw him a changeup there, not 

giving him any heaters in the zone. He made me pay. I hung it and he put an impressive swing on it." 

Trout homered again in the eighth inning with a leadoff blast off Mariners reliever Nick Vincent. That 

homer traveled a projected 402 feet with an exit velocity of 111 mph, according to Statcast™, and 

helped spark a four-run inning for the Angels, which led to the club's 47th comeback victory of the 

season. 

"Just got some pitches to hit and didn't miss them," Trout said. 

Despite missing six weeks with a torn thumb ligament, Trout now has 33 home runs and 72 RBIs this 

season. The 26-year-old center fielder leads the American League in both on-base percentage (.446) and 

slugging percentage (.638) and has reached base safely in 102 of his 112 games this year. 

"Just trying to finish out on a positive note," Trout said. "We're going to try to win games and obviously 

finish strong." 

Will Upton opt out of deal or return to Halos? 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com  

ANAHEIM -- Justin Upton isn't offering any hints about one of the Angels' biggest offseason questions: 

Will he return to Anaheim next year or exercise his opt-out clause and become a free agent? 

Asked Friday if he had started to think about his pending decision, Upton simply shook his head and 

said, "No.” 

http://m.mlb.com/player/445060/ricky-nolasco
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/256780354/
http://m.mlb.com/player/594835/marco-gonzales
http://m.mlb.com/player/543883/nick-vincent
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
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The Angels acquired Upton and Brandon Phillips in a pair of trades on Aug. 31 to help boost their 

offense as they chased a playoff berth down the stretch. Though the Angels were eliminated from the 

American League Wild Card race on Wednesday in Chicago, Upton largely performed as expected, 

hitting .247 with a .906 OPS, six doubles, seven home runs and 15 RBIs while mostly batting third, 

behind Mike Trout, over 24 games in September. 

The No. 1 Draft pick in 2005, Upton is enjoying his finest offensive season to date. The 30-year-old left 

fielder entered Friday batting .274 with a .904 OPS, a career-high 35 home runs and 109 RBIs in 149 

games between the Tigers and Angels. He is owed $88.5 million over the next four years under his 

current contract, though it's possible he could beat those figures if he chooses to opt out and join J.D. 

Martinezas the top corner outfielders available this offseason. 

Upton will have some time to mull the decision even after the regular season concludes, as the deadline 

for him to make his choice is three days after the World Series. Upton said he's enjoyed his month with 

the Angels, though the biggest factor in his decision will ultimately be winning. 

"It's a good group of guys," Upton said. "They play hard. Fun clubhouse. Definitely a good core. 

Obviously every year, teams are looking to improve, and I'm sure that this organization is going to do the 

same. We'll see what happens." 

Upton considered signing with the Angels during free agency two years ago, though he ended up signing 

a six-year, $132.75 million contract with the Tigers in January 2016. 

"When you get to free agency, it's business, and you have to treat it that way," Upton said. 

"Conversations were had. It didn't work out. But I'm here now. That's just the way the story played out." 

If he stays, Upton could prove to be the Angels' long-term solution at left field, a position that has been 

a revolving door since Josh Hamilton's departure. If he leaves, the Angels will have to find another way 

to fill their void, both in left field and in the middle of the lineup. General manager Billy Eppler said last 

month that the Angels are prepared for either scenario. 

"We made the deal for what impact it could bring to our roster now," Eppler said. "But, also, it's 

understood that you have to be comfortable with the future." 

Nolasco looks to finish strong vs. Mariners 

By Greg Johns / MLB.com 

Mariners rookie Andrew Moore will take on Angels veteran Ricky Nolasco in a battle of right-handers on 

Saturday night as the two American League West rivals square off in the middle game of their season-

ending series in Anaheim. 

The two teams have both been eliminated from American League Wild Card contention, but they are 

looking to finish out the season on an up note and both still have a chance to finish in second place in 

the division. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/408252/brandon-phillips
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/285078/josh-hamilton
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Moore, 23, will be making his 10th Major League start and first against the Angels. After starting the 

year as Seattle's most-advanced pitching prospect, the youngster posted a 6.34 ERA in his first seven 

appearances, but he has put up a 3.48 ERA in four September outings, including losses to AL division 

champs Houston and Cleveland his past two starts. 

"I think he's definitely got a lot out of it," Mariners manager Scott Servais said of Moore's recent 

improvement. "He's made some adjustments from when he got banged around there early, 

understanding the importance of locating the fastball and how he needs to go about getting hitters out. 

Because when it wasn't going well for him, he's smart enough to learn. And I think we've seen that." 

Nolasco, 34, is closing out a season in which he's gone 6-15 with a 5.02 ERA in 32 starts for the Halos. 

The 12-year veteran hasn't won since Aug. 16 as he's 0-3 with a 4.50 ERA in his last seven starts. His 

worst start in that stretch came at Seattle on Sept. 8 when he allowed six hits and four runs in 3 2/3 

innings in a 4-3 loss. 

But Nolasco threw the best game of his season against the Mariners on July 1 in Anaheim, firing a three-

hit shutout with no walks and seven strikeouts in a dominant 4-0 win. 

Things to know about this game 

• Nolasco has faced the Mariners five times this season, going 1-1 with a 4.82 ERA. For his career, he's 2-

5 with a 4.71 ERA in 10 starts. 

• Mariners manager Scott Servais intends to play some of his younger players over the final two games, 

which means first baseman Daniel Vogelbach, center fielder Jacob Hannemann and catcher Mike 

Marjama will likely get at least one start. He'd also like to play veteran utilityman Gordon Beckham one 

or two of the games and will also give veteran Carlos Ruiz another start behind the plate. 

• Seattle designated hitter Nelson Cruz needs one homer in the final two games to reach 40 for a fourth 

consecutive year. If he makes it, he'd be the first player to pull that off since Ryan Howard of the Phillies 

from 2006-09. 

Marsh, Hunter Jr. making up for lost time at Angels instructs 

By William Boor/ MLB.com 

While instructional league often serves as an opportunity for recent draftees and international signees 

to get acclimated to an organization and prepare for the offseason, it's also a chance for teams to get 

extra reps for players who may have missed time during the regular season. 

Such is the case with the Angels, who are trying to get as many at-bats as they can for Brandon Marsh 

and Torii Hunter Jr. 

"You can't really get them too many at-bats," Angels director of amateur scouting Matt Swanson said. 

"For them, what they really need is the repetition." 
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Marsh, the Angels No. 6 prospect, has performed well when he's been on the field, but staying on the 

field has been a bit of a problem early in his career. 

The Angels selected Marsh in the second round of the 2016 Draft, but the beginning of his professional 

career was delayed when a physical revealed a stress fracture in his back.The club proceeded with 

caution, holding Marsh out of games. 

After getting some experience in the Dominican instructs program, Marsh began the 2017 season with 

Rookie-level Orem, but sprained his thumb in just his seventh game. 

The 19-year-old missed a month, but ultimately finished the season strong, slashing .350/.396/.548 with 

four homers and 44 RBIs in 39 games. 

"For him, it's all about getting at-bats," Swanson said. "It's a big thing for him to build off the success 

that he had at Orem when everything was going [well] and continue that into instructs and take that 

momentum and use it in the winter to be right on track moving into next spring." 

While Marsh is using instructs to make up for time lost due to injury, Hunter is looking to make up for 

the time he lost while playing football at Notre Dame. 

Hunter is the son of Torii Hunter, who played 19 years in the Majors, including five with the Angels, but 

the younger Hunter has already established himself as his own prospect and not just a player who 

happens to have a really talented father. 

"The name on the back of the jersey carries weight, but will only carry you so far," Swanson said. "It's 

hats off to the kid, not playing as much as he did in college to come out -- and really I think it speaks 

volumes about his makeup and athleticism and aptitude in general -- and succeed the way he did." 

Hunter, a 23rd-round pick from the 2016 Draft, impressed in his professional debut, slashing 

.352/.432/.441 in 52 games with Orem. 

"When I saw him, it was really eye-opening to see that," Swanson said. "To not hit for two-to-three 

years and pick it up like he did, for me, he's a definite prospect and it's been really fun to watch over the 

last six months. 

"It might be one of those things where you look up a couple of years from now and we struck gold in the 

later rounds," Swanson said. 

                                                            FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS                   

Valbuena doubles, Trout homers lead to Angels past Mariners 

Associated Press  

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — The game meant little, the postseason aspirations of the Los Angeles Angels and 

Seattle Mariners having been vanquished before their final weekend series began Friday night. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=ana
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No one watching would have thought the game meaningless. 

Both teams played their starters and emptied their bullpens before Luis Valbuena’s pinch-hit two-run 

double in the eighth capped a four-run rally to give the Angels a 6-5 victory that overcame three Seattle 

home runs. 

Mike Trout hit two home runs for the Angels, in the process becoming the fifth player in major league 

history to collect 1,000 hits and 200 home runs by their age 25 season. He joined Alex Rodriguez, Mickey 

Mantle, Mel Ott and Jimmie Foxx. 

Trout turned 26 last month. 

“He’s a great player and he’s had our number,” Mariners manager Scott Servais said. “You have small 

windows. You have to attack him and if you miss, he’s going to make you pay.” 

Trout has hit more home runs against the Mariners (26) than any other team. 

The Mariners got back-to-back home runs from Nelson Cruz and Kyle Seager in the fourth against Tyler 

Skaggs to overcome Trout’s first solo homer, his 200th. They added another run on Robinson Cano’s 

single in the fifth and Mike Zunino hit a two-run homer in the sixth that gave Seattle a 5-2 lead. 

Trout began the Angels’ 47th comeback of the season — matching their 2009 club record — with a 

homer to lead off the eighth. It was his 33rd of the season and 10th multihomer game. 

“I just got some pitches to hit and didn’t miss them,” Trout said. 

Albert Pujols doubled off Nick Vincent, and with two outs, C.J. Cron singled to left to score him. When 

Kole Calhoun singled off the leg of reliever Mark Rzepczynski (2-2), Servais called on closer Edwin Diaz. 

Valbuena doubled in the two runs and the Angels had their comeback. 

“We fight for 27 outs,” Valbuena said. “Nobody puts their head down. Just go compete and fight all the 

time.” 

The Angels went to 79-81 with the victory, two games ahead of the Mariners for second in the AL West. 

If Los Angeles can win the final two games, they can finish 81-81. 

“We still want to win every game left,” Skaggs said. “We don’t want to finish with a losing record.” 

Blake Wood (2-0) pitched the eighth for Los Angeles to earn the win, with Blake Parker throwing a 

scoreless ninth to earn his eighth save. 

VALBUENA FINISHING STRONG 

He has driven in 13 runs in his last 21 games and 20 in last 30. He has 63 RBIs, setting a career high. And 

27 of last 36 hits have gone for extra bases (10 doubles, 17 home runs). 

SKAGGS MIXED 
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The left-hander missed most of the year with an oblique injury, and despite a so-so season (4.55 ERA), 

feels he is close to being the pitcher he envisions. 

“The oblique was kind of a freak thing,” he said. “My arm feels great. I’m kind of hitting my stride now, 

I’m sad the season is ending.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Mariners: Announced RHP Hisashi Iwakuma (0-2, 4.35 ERA) underwent arthroscopic right shoulder 

debridement on Wednesday and is expected to be out five months. Iwakuma, 36, last pitched on May 4 

before he was shut down after a couple of June rehab appearances. Team has a $10 million option on 

him for next season it can buy out for $1 million. 

Angels: Despite being eliminated from the postseason on Wednesday, manager Mike Scioscia said he 

intends to play his regulars in this weekend’s final series. Only players rehabbing will take the final three 

games off. 

UP NEXT 

Mariners: RHP Andrew Moore (1-5, 5.34) is scheduled to make his first career start against the Angels. In 

his only relief appearance against the Angels on Aug. 11, he allowed four runs, six hits and a walk in 1 

2/3 innings. 

Angels: RHP Ricky Nolasco (5-15, 5.02) will match his career high with his 33rd start. Angels have lost his 

last four starts. 

                                                                       FROM YAHOO! SPORTS                   

The 2017 All-MLB Team  

By Jeff Passan / Yahoo Sports  

The Cleveland Indians placed a league-high six players on the 2017 All-MLB team, including starter Corey 

Kluber, the only unanimous choice among the 45 players, general managers, executives, scouts, 

analysts, writers, broadcasters and other major league personnel surveyed by Yahoo Sports. 

In creating an All-MLB team, the goal was to provide the equivalent of the NFL’s All-Pro team or the All-

NBA team: recognition that better represents the full breadth of the season than an All-Star appearance 

and covers a wider swath of players than annual MVP voting. Ballots were cast within the last 48 hours 

and form the basis of the first-, second- and third-team All-MLB rosters listed below. 

The New York Yankees, who could face the Indians in the American League Division Series, also had six 

players make the teams, though Cleveland led the first team with four players and tied for the most on 

the second team with two. Kluber, the AL Cy Young favorite, was a first-team choice on all 45 ballots. 

Others just missing unanimity were Washington starter Max Scherzer and Houston second baseman 
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Jose Altuve (44 votes), Boston starter Chris Sale and closer Craig Kimbrel (43 votes) and Los Angeles 

Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen (41 votes). 

The Dodgers, Nationals and Arizona Diamondbacks each placed five players, while fellow playoff teams 

Houston (four), Boston (three) and Chicago (three) joined them near the top. Also with three were 

Colorado, which could clinch a postseason berth this weekend, and the Los Angeles Angels and 

Milwaukee. 

Every National League team booked at least one player on a team. Six AL organizations failed to do so: 

Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City, Oakland, Tampa Bay and Texas (though the White Sox, Tigers and A’s did 

trade players that eventually made it). Of the 61 players on the teams, 34 come from the NL. 

The goal was to fill each everyday position – catcher, first base, second base, shortstop, third base, left 

field, center field, right field and designated hitter – with someone who regularly plays there, plus add a 

utilityman to each team to recognize the value of versatility in 2017. Because of a lack of specificity in 

the directions – something that will be remedied next year – the utility role, in particular, sowed some 

confusion. The first-team utilityman, Cleveland’s Jose Ramirez, also received the second-highest vote 

total at second base. Rather than list him multiple times, he was removed from consideration at second 

base (and third, where he garnered first- and second-team votes). The rules for 2018 clearly will outline 

utility eligibility, as well as that for DH, where only two actual designated hitters received votes, leaving 

the third team without a DH. 

Unlike hitters, who were wedded to their positions, pitchers were not selected by where they slot into a 

team’s rotation or what innings they pitch out of the bullpen. The three teams include the 15 best 

starters and 15 best relievers as judged by the panel. 

In total, voters cast valid ballots for 115 players, with the widest variation on the field coming at catcher 

and utility. The position, followed by the nominated candidates: 

Catcher: 8 

First base: 4 

Second base: 6 

Shortstop: 7 

Third base: 6 

Left field: 5 

Center field: 5 

Right field: 5 

Designated hitter: 2 

Utilityman: 12 

Starting pitcher: 24 

Relief pitcher: 31 

Though only two first-team players didn’t make the All-Star team, the number jumps to nine of the 

second team’s 20 players and 14 of the third team’s 21. If the goal was to recognize excellence that may 
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have gone underappreciated otherwise, it seems to have been met, and hopefully well enough that the 

exercise grows in scope and participation to encompass as full a rendering as possible of the season that 

was. 

With that in mind, the first – hopefully of many – All-MLB team: 

First team 

Catcher: Gary Sanchez, New York Yankees 

First baseman: Joey Votto, Cincinnati Reds 

Second baseman: Jose Altuve, Houston Astros 

Shortstop: Francisco Lindor, Cleveland Indians 

Third Baseman: Nolan Arenado, Colorado Rockies 

Left fielder: Tommy Pham, St. Louis Cardinals 

Center fielder: Mike Trout, Los Angeles Angels 

Right fielder: Aaron Judge, New York Yankees 

Designated hitter: Nelson Cruz, Seattle Mariners 

Utilityman: Jose Ramirez, Cleveland Indians 

Starting pitcher: Corey Kluber, Cleveland Indians 

Starting pitcher: Max Scherzer, Washington Nationals 

Starting pitcher: Chris Sale, Boston Red Sox 

Starting pitcher: Clayton Kershaw, Los Angeles Dodgers 

Starting pitcher: Luis Severino, New York Yankees 

Relief pitcher: Craig Kimbrel, Boston Red Sox 

Relief pitcher: Kenley Jansen, Los Angeles Dodgers 

Relief pitcher: Corey Knebel, Milwaukee Brewers 

Relief pitcher: Andrew Miller, Cleveland Indians 

Relief pitcher: Archie Bradley, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Second team 

Catcher: Buster Posey, San Francisco Giants 

First baseman: Paul Goldschmidt, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Second baseman: Jonathan Schoop, Baltimore Orioles 

Shortstop: Corey Seager, Los Angeles Dodgers 

Third Baseman: Kris Bryant, Chicago Cubs 

Left fielder: Marcell Ozuna, Miami Marlins 

Center fielder: Charlie Blackmon, Colorado Rockies 

Right fielder: Giancarlo Stanton, Miami Marlins 

Designated hitter: Edwin Encarnacion, Cleveland Indians 

Utilityman: Chris Taylor, Los Angeles Dodgers 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9097/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7946/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8996/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9116/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9842/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9877/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7681/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9507/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9048/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8193/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8780/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8180/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9879/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8622/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8758/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9712/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7847/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9542/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8578/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8967/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9104/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9584/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9558/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9385/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8957/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8634/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7278/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9771/
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Starting pitcher: Zack Greinke, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Starting pitcher: Stephen Strasburg, Washington Nationals 

Starting pitcher: Justin Verlander, Houston Astros 

Starting pitcher: Gio Gonzalez, Washington Nationals 

Starting pitcher: Carlos Carrasco, Cleveland Indians 

Relief pitcher: Chad Green, New York Yankees 

Relief pitcher: Pat Neshek, Colorado Rockies 

Relief pitcher: Felipe Rivero, Pittsburgh Pirates 

Relief pitcher: Roberto Osuna, Toronto Blue Jays 

Relief pitcher: Anthony Swarzak, Milwaukee Brewers 

Third team 

Catcher: Willson Contreras, Chicago Cubs 

First baseman: Freddie Freeman, Atlanta Braves 

Second baseman: Brian Dozier, Minnesota Twins 

Shortstop: Andrelton Simmons, Los Angeles Angels 

Third Baseman: Anthony Rendon, Washington Nationals 

Left fielder: Justin Upton, Los Angeles Angels 

Center fielder: George Springer, Houston Astros 

Right fielder: (tie) Mookie Betts, Boston Red Sox and J.D. Martinez, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Utilityman: Marwin Gonzalez, Houston Astros 

Starting pitcher: Jacob deGrom, New York Mets 

Starting pitcher: Robbie Ray, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Starting pitcher: Jimmy Nelson, Milwaukee Brewers 

Starting pitcher: Marcus Stroman, Toronto Blue Jays 

Starting pitcher: (tie) Alex Wood, Los Angeles Dodgers and Aaron Nola, Philadelphia Phillies 

Relief pitcher: Brad Hand, San Diego Padres 

Relief pitcher: David Robertson, New York Yankees 

Relief pitcher: Wade Davis, Chicago Cubs 

Relief pitcher: Ryan Madson, Washington Nationals 

Relief pitcher: Tommy Kahnle, New York Yankees 

Angels, Mariners try to finish strong  

By Sports Network/theScore 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- The Seattle Mariners and Los Angeles Angels will take the field Friday night at Angel 

Stadium with virtually nothing to play for. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7257/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8562/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7590/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8179/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8185/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10293/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7792/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9934/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9907/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8479/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10166/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8658/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9174/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9201/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9106/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8080/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9339/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9552/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9002/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9142/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9701/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9691/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9518/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9637/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9415/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9882/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8955/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8287/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8174/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/7071/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9653/
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With their loss to the Chicago White Sox on Wednesday, the Angels were mathematically eliminated 

from playoff contention, while the Mariners were eliminated last Sunday. 

There may be some interest, though, in how Angels center fielder Mike Trout finishes the season, 

considering he is an American League MVP candidate despite missing 48 games this season, most of 

them due to a torn thumb ligament that required surgery. 

In his first five full major league seasons, Trout finished either first or second in the MVP voting each 

time -- winning it twice (2014, '16) and placing second three times (2012, '13, '15). 

No player in major league history has finished in the top two in six consecutive seasons. 

There are plenty of worthy candidates around the league this season -- like the New York Yankees' 

Aaron Judge, the Houston Astros' Jose Altuve, and the Cleveland Indians' Jose Ramirez and Francisco 

Lindor -- who will garner votes. But Trout's numbers, despite missing so many games, should attract 

attention from the voters as well. 

"I'm just gonna try to finish strong," Trout told the Los Angeles Times. "Guys are having great years. With 

Judge, Altuve, even (Jose) Ramirez from Cleveland is having an unbelievable season. I'll keep going to 

the end and see what happens." 

Trout needs six plate appearance to reach 502 for the season, and thereby qualifying for the end-of-

season statistical crowns. 

He leads the majors in on-base-plus-slugging percentage (1.066), and he leads the AL in on-base 

percentage (.444) and ranks second in slugging percentage (.622). His .306 batting average is tied for 

sixth, his 93 walks rank third, and his .838 walks per game are more than his average last season (.730), 

when he led the majors with 116. 

Trout also has cut down his strikeouts significantly: With 90 strikeouts, he likely will finish with fewer 

than 100 for the first time in his career. 

"The biggest thing is, with all the walks, my timing just has been on," Trout told the Times. "When my 

timing's off, that's when my strikeouts are up, when I'm swinging at bad pitches. You want to limit it to a 

game, limit it to an at-bat, or even pitches within an at-bat." 

Tyler Skaggs, who is 1-2 with a 4.67 ERA in his career vs. the Mariners, will start Friday for the Angels in 

what will be his last start of a disappointing season. He missed 3 1/2 months with a strained oblique 

muscle and is 2-6 with a 4.48 ERA in 15 starts. 

However, he had one of his best two starts of the season in his only appearance against Seattle this 

year. He threw 6 1/3 scoreless innings in a victory over the Mariners on Aug. 10. 

Marco Gonzales, who came to the Mariners in a trade with the St. Louis Cardinals for a minor-leaguer on 

July 21, is 1-1 with a 5.51 ERA in nine games (six starts) for Seattle. One of those starts came against the 
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Angels. On Aug. 11, he gave up one run and four hits in 4 1/3 innings of a 6-5 loss in his only career 

appearance against Los Angeles. 

Even if the Mariners (77-82) sweep the final three games from the Angels (78-81), they would finish 

below .500 and wind up with a worse record than last season, when they were 86-76. 

"The finality of it all hurts; there's no question about it," Mariners manager Scott Servais said. "I thought 

we did an unbelievable job this year to kind of hang in there. As water was coming into the boat, we 

were throwing it out to try and keep afloat. 

"That's really how I felt, and our staff and our players, we just kept battling and fighting. It says a lot for 

our guys to keep it up like that as long as we did." 

A requiem for Albert Pujols’s feet 

As the ex-Cardinal becomes a punchline, let’s reminisce about back when Albert Pujols was an all-

around star 

By John J. Fleming/SB Nation 

When Albert Pujols signed with the Los Angeles Angels (at the time, “of Anaheim”) following the 

2011 season, many St. Louis Cardinals fans, myself included, were a bit relieved. Baseball players, 

particularly in eras without rampant performance-enhancing drug use, tend to be worse in their thirties 

than in their twenties, and while Albert Pujols was still a near-MVP caliber player in 2011, his results 

had a noticeable drop-off from his previous ten years in St. Louis. 

Regression was inevitable. All parties knew this at the time, including the Angels. And while Pujols 

signed a nearly quarter-billion dollar contract to play in Anaheim for the next decade, and such a 

contract was always risky, the team expected to get several years of highly productive play from the first 

baseman. Even in his least valuable season in St. Louis, Pujols was worth $30.1 million per FanGraphs. In 

his moderately disappointing debut season in Anaheim, Pujols was worth $23.4 million, nearly the 

average annual value on the contract and more than his actual 2012 salary. 

But as is usually the case, the Angels expected Pujols to definitively exceed his value early in the contract 

while being relatively overpaid in the later years. But the regression of Albert Pujols in this, the sixth 

year of his ten-year contract with the Angels, is nearly unprecedented in Major League Baseball history. 

Of the 958 batters in Major League Baseball this season, Albert Pujols ranks dead last in FanGraphs Wins 

Above Replacement. 

One does not became “worst player in baseball” bad by being bad at one thing—it requires a 

comprehensive decline. And while Albert Pujols has suffered an offensive decline—his wRC+ presently 

stands at 80—the most jarring part of his decline has been his steep declines in the field and on the 

bases. Defensively, the only players in baseball who have been less valuable than Pujols have been Wil 

Myers and Khris Davis (the latter’s throwing troubles are well-documented, while Pujols’s negative 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/945/albert-pujols
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/los-angeles-angels
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/st-louis-cardinals
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276440/albert-pujols
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129891/wil-myers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129891/wil-myers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130297/khris-davis
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/khris-davis-oakland-the-creature/
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value has something of a floor since a vast majority of his games have been at designated hitter). In 

terms of base-running, Pujols is the slowest runner in baseball this year. His inability to beat out 

anything resembling an infield hit has led to some infield alignments which are downright disrespectful. 

Albert Pujols was always, first and foremost, a hitter. But during his Cardinals heyday, he was a well-

rounded player, and the second half of his career ought not obscure his historically great first half. 

Before I continue, I just want to clarify something: Watching Albert Pujols be great at baseball is a 

treasured part of my baseball upbringing. I take zero joy in watching his precipitous decline and wish 

him all the best in games he plays against teams other than the Cardinals. I probably wouldn’t have 

signed with the Angels over the Cardinals, but I also grew up a Cardinals fan and recognize that my 

opinions are biased by my own experiences and as underpaid as he was in St. Louis, I hope he collects 

every penny he is owed in Los Angeles. Don’t let them shame you into passing up nine figures. They 

wouldn’t be giving you a raise if you outperformed your contract. 

2017 Albert Pujols gives the Angels one of two undesirable options: play him at first base (which has 

been increasingly uncommon, due to his decreasing mobility) or play him at designated hitter (a by-

definition premium offensive position being filled out by a below-average hitter is very rare, and Pujols 

is having a historically lackluster offensive season for the position). But in 2001, a key feature to 

Pujols was his versatility. 

To be clear, Pujols was versatile in the way that Pete Rose was versatile—he wasn’t great defensively at 

third base nor left field nor right field, but that he was able to play the positions at all was valuable. He 

could fill in for the oft-injured Mark McGwire, Ray Lankford, or J.D. Drew, or he could slide into third 

base while Placido Polanco played at shortstop or second base. In a world without Barry Bonds, 

Pujols is a bona fide MVP candidate as a rookie. 

For the next two seasons, after the Cardinals signed Tino Martinez, Pujols played mostly in left field. 

While Pujols was no Alex Gordon at the position, he was competent enough to allow the Cardinals to 

play Martinez at first base rather than a lesser-hitting left fielder with Pujols playing at first base. 

And after a (slightly) below-average season on the bases in his rookie campaign of 2001, Pujols became 

a productive runner in his second and third seasons. He wasn’t a high-volume base thief, but he was 

efficient—2002 was the first of five consecutive seasons in which FanGraphs marked Albert Pujols as 

above-average. In 2002, Pujols wasn’t even particularly good at base-stealing efficiency (he stole two 

bases and was caught four times) but was good enough at “the little things” on the bases that he 

provided non-batting value. 

In 2004, following the departure of Tino Martinez and without an obvious candidate to replace him, the 

Cardinals moved Albert Pujols to first base. On the surface, it seemed that the Cardinals were trying to 

hide Albert Pujols, and maybe they were, but for the next eight seasons, Albert Pujols was as good 

defensively as one could reasonably expect from anybody, much less one of the game’s premier hitters. 

Had the organization not already employed Keith Hernandez two decades prior, Pujols would be 

regarded as the best defensive first baseman that St. Louis baseball fans have ever seen. Pujols won the 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
http://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=dh&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2017&month=0&season1=1871&ind=1&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=18,a
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/32996/ray-lankford
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/176/j-d-drew
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/273/placido-polanco
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/1078/barry-bonds
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/261/alex-gordon
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Gold Glove twice, scoring positively by Ultimate Zone Rating from 2004 through 2010, and rating only 

barely below-average in 2011. Between 2002, the first season of UZR data, and 2011, the final season of 

Pujols in St. Louis, he was the best defensive first baseman in baseball—second place Mark Teixeira, 

who had more innings at the position, trailed Pujols by 10.5 runs saved and third-place Doug 

Mientkiewicz trailed by twenty-three runs. 

Pujols reached his defensive peak between 2006 and 2008, ages 26 through 28, the point at which 

Pujols best combined relative youth and athleticism with an increased feel for a position he didn’t adopt 

full-time until his fourth season in Major League Baseball. 2007, in particular, was the gold standard. In 

the UZR era, no first baseman has had a finer defensive season by total runs saved. There are two ways 

to look at this: that Pujols had unsustainably strong defensive metrics aided in part by luck (true), or that 

Pujols took advantage of opportunities and that his true talent still suggest he was an incredibly gifted 

defensive first baseman (also true). 

Without question, Albert Pujols was a hitter first, a fielder second, and a runner third. But that he was a 

complete player was what separated him from, say, Manny Ramirez—a great hitter and overall a very 

valuable player, but not quite to the first-ballot Hall of Fame echelon. Future generations will have 

highlights of Albert Pujols hitting the train track and such, but the nuance of a respectable fielder at a 

non-premium defensive position and solid base running with a pedestrian number of steals seems 

destined to be lost to history, especially as Pujols struggles mightily in both facets in the latter stage of 

his career. But the well-rounded greatness of Pujols deserves to be remembered. 

Valbuena caps late rally, lifts Angels past Mariners 

By Reuters Staff/Reuters 

Valbuena caps late rally, lifts Angels past Mariners 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- There are a couple of ways of looking at the Los Angeles Angels’ franchise record-

tying 47 comeback wins this season. 

On the good side, it shows a resilience and never-say-die attitude that certainly is a positive trait. 

On the bad side, it means you’re falling behind often in games, and you can’t put together a winning 

rally every night. 

However, Friday night’s game at Angel Stadium worked out in the Angels’ favor, Luis Valbuena’s two-

out, two-run pinch-hit double capping a four-run eighth inning to help the Angels rally for a 6-5 win over 

the Seattle Mariners. 

“It’s pretty cool,” said Angels center fielder Mike Trout, who got the rally started in the eighth inning 

with the second of his two home runs. “We’re still trying to finish strong. Obviously we got eliminated 

from the playoffs but you can always take some momentum into next year and spring training, and 

come out tomorrow and try to win another one.” 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/96/mark-teixeira
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/614/doug-mientkiewicz
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/614/doug-mientkiewicz
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/174/manny-ramirez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsEuTYbDRwE
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For Trout, the two home runs were his 32nd and 33rd, his second multi-homer game of the season. They 

were also the 200th and 201st in his career, as Trout joined Tim Salmon (299), Garret Anderson (272) 

and Brian Downing as the only players in Angels history to hit at least 200. 

Trout’s homer against Mariners reliever Nick Vincent to lead off the eighth cut Seattle’s lead to 5-3. 

Albert Pujols doubled and later scored on C.J. Cron’s two-out single to make it 5-4. 

Kole Calhoun followed with an infield single off Marc Rzepczynski before Valbuena stepped to the plate 

to face Edwin Diaz. 

Valbuena hit a fly ball that landed only a few feet inside the right-field line near the foul pole, scoring 

Calhoun and pinch runner Eric Young Jr. 

”Vinny’s been our eighth inning guy all year,“ Mariners manager Scott Servais said of Vincent. ”He’s 

running on fumes, we know that. But where we’re at in the ballgame tonight, we wanted to give him a 

chance to go out there and knock it down. He made a mistake to Trout and ran into some trouble. 

“We just couldn’t put them away. We had two strikes on Cron, two strikes on Calhoun, two strikes on 

Valbuena. Give those guys credit, they put the ball in play and hit them in good spots.” 

The Mariners got home runs from Nelson Cruz, Kyle Seager and Mike Zunino to power their way to a 5-2 

lead before things unraveled against their bullpen. The Angels 47 comeback wins this year not only tied 

the club record set in 2009, it also leads the majors. 

“It doesn’t matter what the circumstance is, we feel like we can come back down whatever,” Trout said. 

“We’re going to keep grinding and fighting until that last out.” 

Cruz’s home run also moved him closer to a noteworthy achievement. With 39 homers, he needs one 

more in the final two games to have four consecutive 40-homer seasons. The last player to do it was 

Philadelphia’s Ryan Howard from 2006-09. 

“He said to me, probably a week ago, ‘I‘m not worried about that (40 homers), I‘m just going to have 

good at-bats,'” Servais said of Cruz. “He’s got the kind of swing and he’s so strong that if he does have 

good at-bats and he squares it up, good things are going to happen.” 

Marco Gonzales started for Seattle and gave up two runs and four hits in four innings. 

Angels reliever Blake Wood (2-0) earned the victory over Rzepczynski (2-2). Blake Parker pitched the 

ninth for the Angels to close it out and earn his eighth save. 

Trout’s first-inning homer off Gonzales gave the Angels a 1-0 lead. Meanwhile, Angels starter Tyler 

Skaggs held the Mariners scoreless through three innings before Cruz and Seager homered back to back 

to lead off the fourth, giving Seattle a 2-1 lead. 

The Angels tied the score at 2 in the bottom of the fourth after Andrelton Simmons led off with a single 

and later scored on a sacrifice fly by Cliff Pennington. 
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But Seattle regained the lead on the fifth on an RBI single by Robinson Cano, making it 3-2 and knocking 

Skaggs out of the game. 

Skaggs went 4 2/3 innings and allowed three runs, six hits and one walk while striking out seven. 

NOTES: Mariners RHP Hisashi Iwakuma had surgery on his right shoulder on Wednesday after missing 

most of the season with shoulder inflammation. He is expected be able to start throwing again in five 

months, a couple weeks after pitchers and catchers report to spring training. The Mariners have a club 

option for next season on Iwakuma, 36, who went 0-2 with a 4.35 ERA in six starts this year. They can re-

sign him for $10 million or buy him out for $1 million. ... The Angels have committed 79 errors this 

season, four less than the club record for fewest errors in a full season (83 in 2014). Their 99 errorless 

games are the most in the American League. 

Nolasco gets nod for Mariners vs. Angels 

By Sports Network/theScore 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Ricky Nolasco will take the mound for the Los Angeles Angels against the Seattle 

Mariners on Saturday at Angel Stadium in what will be his last start of the season, and most likely his 

final start in an Angels uniform. 

Nolasco's contract is up after the season, though he does have a vesting option. He needs to throw 202 

2/3 innings this season in order to trigger the option that would guarantee him $13 million for the 2018 

season. 

Nolasco, however, has thrown 175 2/3 innings, meaning he'd need to throw 27 innings on Saturday. 

Not gonna happen. 

It's not that Nolasco didn't have a chance to get there. He hasn't missed a start all season, and 

Saturday's will be his 33rd, matching a career high reached twice before. 

Nolasco, though, was his own worst enemy, failing to last as many as five innings seven times and 

reaching seven innings only four times, the last one coming more than two months ago on July 14. 

While Nolasco leads the club in starts and innings pitched, he also is among the American League 

leaders in categories he'd prefer to avoid. He is 6-15 with a 5.02 ERA, the 15 losses second most behind 

Boston's Rick Porcello (17). 

He's also fourth in home runs allowed (34), sixth in hits allowed (198) and sixth in earned runs allowed 

(98). 

Nolasco, though, will be facing a Mariners team that was his opponent in his best game of the season. 

He threw a three-hit shutout, with seven strikeouts and no walks, on July 1 in a 4-0 win. In all, he has 

faced the Mariners a total of five times, going 1-1 with a 4.82 ERA. 
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Win or lose, though, Nolasco's postgame demeanor seems never to change. 

"It's baseball," he told mlb.com. "You just keep trying to make pitches. Just the way the game goes." 

He won't be happy to see the Mariners' Nelson Cruz, who has hit Nolasco well in his career, batting .462 

(12 for 26) with three doubles, four homers and seven RBIs. Cruz's 38th home run of the season came 

on Wednesday against Oakland and had an exit velocity of 116.8 mph, the hardest hit home run by a 

Mariner since Statcast started measuring exit velocity in 2015. 

"That's pretty hard," Mariners manager Scott Servais told mlb.com. "For us who get to watch him every 

day, it doesn't really surprise us anymore, how strong he is and how the ball jumps off his bat when he 

squares it up. We've seen a few of those this year. I don't know if there's been any at 117 (mph), but 

we've certainly seen a few hard-hit balls from him get over the fence. When he hit the ball, I thought it 

was going to hook foul, but it just didn't have time, it was hit that hard." 

Cruz hit his 39th homer of the year Friday against the Angels, and needs one more to have four 

consecutive 40-homer seasons. 

Andrew Moore will start for the Mariners, his final start in a rookie season that has been all about 

learning how to battle through adversity. Moore won his major league debut, holding the Detroit Tigers 

to three runs and six hits in seven innings on June 22. 

But he hasn't won since, and overall is 1-5 with a 5.34 ERA in 11 games (nine starts). He has faced the 

Angels once, giving up four runs and six hits in 1 2/3 innings during a relief appearance on Aug. 11. 

"He's held up just fine, he hasn't backed off," Servais told mlb.com. "I think he's learned a lot through 

the course of the season and the adjustments he's made and he'll stay with it." 

                                                                       FROM BLEACHER REPORT                   

Selecting Every MLB team’s 2017 Regular-Season MVP* 

*NOTE: This section only includes Angels pick.  

By Joel Reuter 

The upcoming postseason may be the baseball world's main focus, but as the regular season winds 

down, the debate over who should win each of the league's major awards starts to heat up. 

We'll dig deeper than the leaguewide awards, though, as we set out to identify the team MVP for all 30 

franchises. 

Position players tend to get the nod over pitchers when it comes to the league award, with Clayton 

Kershaw being a rare exception in 2014. However, more than a few pitchers walked away with team 

honors. 

The idea was to identify the player who has meant the most to his team in 2017. 
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Oftentimes that was also the player who led his team in WAR, but that was by no means the deciding 

factor. It's just something to keep in mind while perusing these selections. 

Along with a focus on each team's winner, a full ballot of the top five players was selected for each 

Los Angeles Angels: CF Mike Trout 

Stats: .306/.444/.622, 120 H, 59 XBH (31 HR), 70 RBI, 90 R, 22 SB, 6.3 WAR 

      

MVP Overview 

Mike Trout missed 39 games with a fractured thumb. If not for that, he'd once again be at the forefront 

of the AL MVP conversation. 

It's closer than some might think, but he's still the clear choice for team MVP even with that time 

missed. 

Shortstop Andrelton Simmons is the other strong contender. He's the team leader with a 7.3 WAR that 

trails only Jose Altuve (8.3) and Aaron Judge (7.8) among all AL position players. Aside from his usual 

phenomenal defense (33 DRS, 17.1 UZR/150), he's also enjoying a career year offensively with a 103 

OPS+. 

Still, we're talking about a generational talent in Trout, and he's made more of an impact in 111 games 

than most players make over multiple seasons. 

        

Remaining Ballot 

2. SS Andrelton Simmons 

3. C Martin Maldonado 

4. RP Blake Parker 

5. SP J.C. Ramirez 

MLB’s Worst Players of the 2017 Regular Season 

By Jacob Shafer 

You know what's fun? The All-Star Game, when MLB honors its best players in a glistening midseason 

exhibition. 

You know what else is fun? The playoffs, when the top teams from both leagues compete in a taut, 

thrilling tournament to determine who hoists the Commissioner's Trophy and bathes in confetti. 

You know what's a bummer? Ranking the worst players in baseball. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/play-index/season_finder.cgi?request=1&sum=0&as=result_batter&offset=0&type=b&min_year_season=2017&max_year_season=2017&min_season=1&max_season=-1&min_age=0&max_age=99&lg_ID=lgAL&lgAL_team=tmAny&lgNL_team=tmAny&lgFL_team=tmAny&lgAA_team=tmAny&lgPL_team=tmAny&lgUA_team=tmAny&lgNA_team=tmAny&isActive=either&isHOF=either&isAllstar=either&bats=any&throws=any&exactness=anypos&pos_1=1&pos_2=1&pos_3=1&pos_4=1&pos_5=1&pos_6=1&pos_7=1&pos_8=1&pos_9=1&pos_10=1&pos_11=1&games_min_max=min&qualifiersSeason=nomin&minpasValS=502&mingamesValS=100&qualifiersCareer=nomin&minpasValC=3000&mingamesValC=1000&c1gtlt=gt&c2gtlt=gt&c3gtlt=gt&c4gtlt=gt&c5gtlt=gt&c5val=1.0&location=pob&locationMatch=is&orderby=WAR_bat&number_matched=1
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/altuvjo01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/j/judgeaa01.shtml
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10847&position=SS
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/simmoan01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/simmoan01.shtml
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
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That's our purpose, however, and there's a morbid fascination to it. To warrant inclusion, a player has to 

qualify for the batting title (at least 3.1 plate appearances per team games played) or ERA title (at least 

one inning pitched per team games played). 

That means you won't find any scrubs. Rather, these are guys with enough talent and track record to 

play consistently, but not enough to perform up to par. 

As for the rankings, we're using FanGraphs' WAR calculations, with ties broken by number of games 

played. WAR is by no means a be-all, end-all stat; there's some variation between FanGraphs' numbers 

and those over at Baseball-Reference, suggesting a degree of gray area. Regardless, it's a relatively 

accurate shorthand for value—or lack thereof. 

Because we're looking only at players who qualified for the batting and ERA titles, our bottom 10 is 

populated solely by position players, though one qualified (unqualified?) pitcher slipped into the 

dishonorable mentions. 

Dishonorable Mentions 

Ariel Miranda, LHP, Seattle Mariners (0.1 WAR)  

There have been plenty of bad pitchers in baseball this year; most just haven't thrown enough innings to 

qualify for the ERA crown. Ariel Miranda gets the ignoble distinction of being the only arm represented 

here. The Seattle Mariners lefty sports a 5.12 ERA, and his 5.72 FIP suggests he's been a little lucky. The 

28-year-old Cuban also leads the majors with 37 home runs allowed in 29 starts for the injury-riddled 

M's. 

    

Melky Cabrera, OF, Kansas City Royals (0.0 WAR) 

Melky Cabrera swapped uniforms at the non-waiver trade deadline, hopping from the Chicago White 

Sox to the Kansas City Royals. His numbers dipped after his return to K.C., and overall, the Melk Man has 

delivered a .751 OPS and career-low minus-8 DRS in left field. 

    

Miguel Cabrera, 1B, Detroit Tigers (-0.1 WAR) 

Miguel Cabrera is one of the greatest hitters of his generation and a surefire Hall of Famer. This season, 

however, he's been slightly worse than your average replacement player. Injuries and age are catching 

up to the 34-year-old, who's hit .249 with 16 home runs and a .728 OPS, all career full-season lows. And 

while he's never been a whiz defensively, he's also posted a career-worst minus-8 DRS at first. 

    

Jose Peraza, INF, Cincinnati Reds (-0.2 WAR) 

http://www.fangraphs.com/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=17526&position=P#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=17526&position=P
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4022&position=OF#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4022&position=OF#fieldingadvanced
http://bleacherreport.com/miguel-cabrera
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1744&position=1B/3B#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1744&position=1B/3B#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=13593&position=2B/SS#core
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Jose Peraza's best tool is his speed, as evidenced by the 22 stolen bases he has this year. The Cincinnati 

Reds infielder has also been caught seven times, which means he's failed on nearly a quarter of his 

attempts. Additionally, he has an abysmal .295 on-base percentage, virtually no power and a glove that 

has earned him minus-1 defensive runs saved at second base and minus-6 at shortstop. 

    

Danny Valencia, 1B, Seattle Mariners (-0.3 WAR) 

The Seattle Mariners are mired in yet another disappointing season and will miss the playoffs for the 

16th straight year. First baseman Danny Valencia has embodied that mediocrity with a .315 on-base 

percentage and .414 slugging percentage, unacceptable numbers for a corner infielder. Tack on 

a minus-3.6 ultimate zone rating at first base and you have the "complete" package. 

10. Jose Bautista, RF, Toronto Blue Jays 

WAR: -0.3 

If 2017 was the end of Jose Bautista's 10-year Toronto Blue Jays career—which seems likely—it wasn't 

the exit he would have scripted. 

Bautista, whose power and bat-flipping antics defined Toronto's postseason runs in 2015 and 2016, has 

hit .204 with a .311 on-base percentage.  

He has managed to club 22 home runs, but his minus-9 DRS in right field has torpedoed whatever 

offensive value the 36-year-old slugger provides. 

Jays fans owe a lot to Joey Bats. When they conjure the memories, though, they'll want to forget this 

season. 

9. Carlos Gonzalez, RF, Colorado Rockies 

WAR: -0.4 

After years of mediocrity, the Colorado Rockies are pushing for a postseason berth. In a cruel 

twist, they could reach October in spite of three-time All-Star Carlos Gonzalez rather than 

because of him. 

In 133 games, Gonzalez is hitting .255 with a .407 slugging percentage and only 13 home runs. 

He's been especially awful away from Coors Field, where he's hitting .203 with a .606 OPS, 

numbers that would make a backup middle infielder blush. 

His defense, which earned him three Gold Gloves between 2010 and 2013, has also fallen off, as 

his minus-3 DRS and minus-1.8 UZR attest.  

https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=13593&position=2B/SS#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=6364&position=3B#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=6364&position=3B#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1887&position=OF#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1887&position=OF#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7287&position=OF#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7287&position=OF#fieldingadvanced
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"I know what it feels like to be the best player in the game and the worst player in the 

game," Gonzalez said in early July, per Thomas Harding of MLB.com. "Right now, I feel like I'm the 

worst player in the game." 

He's isn't statistically the worst, but he's in the running. 

8. Hanley Ramirez, 1B/DH, Boston Red Sox 

WAR: -0.6 

A litany of injuries, including a troublesome shoulder, have plagued Hanley Ramirez in 2017. 

On a recent nine-game road trip from Sept. 14-24, the 33-year-old made just one start, though he did go 

3-for-5 with a pair of doubles and three RBI in said game. 

Overall, Ramirez is slashing .239/.318/.421, and his average has dipped to .179 in September. He's seen 

limited action at first base, where his defense is passable at best, but he's a designated hitter with 

dubious hitting ability at this point of his career. 

The Boston Red Sox are headed back to the postseason. It looks like Ramirez will play a diminished role. 

7. Kendrys Morales, DH, Toronto Blue Jays 

WAR: -0.6 

If you're going to log almost all of your innings as a DH, you'd better hit. As with Ramirez, Kendrys 

Morales hasn't been up to the challenge. 

Yes, Morales has clubbed 28 home runs, an respectable but not eye-popping total in today's homer-

happy MLB. He's also struck out 131 times next to just 43 walks and owns a pedestrian .308 on-base 

percentage. 

The bottom line: Lumbering sluggers who don't get on base and provide zero defensive value aren't at a 

premium in today's game. 

6. Maikel Franco, 3B, Philadelphia Phillies 

WAR: -0.6 

Maikel Franco is hitting .282 with three home runs in September. Those are positive signs for the 

Philadelphia Phillies third baseman, who looked like a rising star as recently as last season. 

Overall, though, Franco owns a .230/.282/.398 slash line, which spells "ouch" for anyone, especially a 

corner infielder.  

The 25-year-old's defensive ratings are also subpar, as he totes minus-5 DRS and a minus-4.4 UZR. 

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/240886296/rockies-are-struggling-to-hit-and-score-runs/
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=8001&position=SS#core
https://www.cbssports.com/fantasy/baseball/news/red-soxs-hanley-ramirez-dealing-with-shoulder-soreness-again/
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=8610&position=1B/DH#core
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12179&position=3B#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12179&position=3B#fieldingadvanced
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The rebuilding Phils have reasons to believe in Franco, including his recent resurgence, but 2017 has 

been a significant step backward. 

5. Rougned Odor, 2B, Texas Rangers 

WAR: -0.9 

Rougned Odor wasn't exactly an on-base machine in 2016, as he posted a .296 OBP with 19 walks in 150 

games. The Texas Rangers second baseman balanced that, however, with a .271 average and .502 

slugging percentage. 

This season, Odor's OBP has plummeted to an unforgivable .253, while his average (.204) and slugging 

percentage (.400) have also taken a dive. 

Yes, he's hit 30 home runs, an impressive total for a middle infielder. But his lack of plate discipline and 

suspect defense—he leads all second basemen with 17 errors—outweigh the thump. 

4. Carlos Beltran, DH/OF, Houston Astros 

WAR: -1.1 

Carlos Beltran is a modern postseason legend. Perhaps Beltran, who owns a 1.078 career OPS in the 

playoffs, can muster one more magical October with the Houston Astros. 

If so, it'll stand in harsh contrast to his 2017 regular season.  

In 126 games, Beltran has slashed .230/.283/.386. Like Ramirez and Morales, he's seen the bulk of his 

action at DH. He hasn't helped his case in limited outfield action, posting minus-1 DRS. 

The Astros lineup is stacked with young talent, meaning they don't need Beltran to be more than an 

ancillary piece. Which is good, because that's clearly his ceiling at age 40. 

3. Mark Trumbo, DH/RF, Baltimore Orioles 

WAR: -1.1 

Remember when we said the market was bearish on one-dimensional sluggers with limited on-base 

capabilities? 

You're going to meet three more of them, beginning with Mark Trumbo. 

After crushing 47 homers in 2016, Trumbo has clubbed only 23 this season. The Baltimore Orioles 

bopper hasn't made up for that decline in any other facet, either. His on-base percentage has dropped 

from .316 to .289, his slugging percentage has fallen from .533 to .398 and he's a liability in right field.  

Simply put, he's done less of the thing he's good at and more of the stuff he's bad at. That's a nasty 

combination.  

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12282&position=2B#core
http://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=2b&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=y&type=0&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=9,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=589&position=OF#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=589&position=OF#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=6876&position=1B/OF#core
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2. Tommy Joseph, 1B, Philadelphia Phillies 

WAR: -1.2 

Tommy Joseph had a nice rookie season in 2016, smacking 21 home runs and posting an .813 OPS in 107 

games for the Phillies. 

He's cleared the fence 22 times in 140 games this season. Yet—cue the familiar music—his OBP has 

dropped from .308 to .288 and his OPS has tumbled to .720. 

Playing in the National League, Joseph can't be stashed at DH. Unfortunately, the metrics hate his 

defense at first base, where he owns minus-11 DRS and a -4.6 UZR. 

Unsurprisingly, the 26-year-old's playing time has waned in September. Unless he sips from the OBP 

fountain this winter, his future could be as a bench bat. 

1. Albert Pujols, DH, Los Angeles Angels 

WAR: -1.7 

As with Miggy Cabrera, Albert Pujols is a no-doubt Hall of Famer. He's also in the twilight of his career. 

His .242 average, .288 OBP and .389 slugging percentage are all career lows. He's matched a career high 

with 93 strikeouts. His days of providing any value in the field are long gone. 

Yes, the 37-year-old three-time MVP has tallied 100 RBI, thanks in large part to hitting behind Mike 

Trout. That's a nice, round number and shows Pujols still has his moments. They're getting fewer and 

further between, though. 

And while it doesn't impact his WAR, it's worth noting the Los Angeles Angels owe Pujols more than 

$100 million through 2021, his age-41 season. 

In other words, this will get a whole lot uglier in the years to come. 

The Most Scorching Hot Seat for Every MLB Team Heading into Next Season 

By Jacob Shafer 

There's a tantalizing week of action left in the MLB regular season. The playoffs are coming. 

Still, it's not too early to gaze ahead to 2018 and discuss the players, skippers and front office types most 

likely to sit on the hot seat for all 30 clubs. 

First, a definition: While we're focusing on players, managers and general managers at risk of getting 

demoted or losing their jobs, we're expanding the definition of "hot seat" to include guys staring down 

the barrel of an uncertain contract/opt-out year and players who are woefully underperforming relative 

to their salaries and expectations. 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10349&position=1B#core
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10349&position=1B#fieldingadvanced
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1177&position=1B
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
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Feel free to offer your own hot takes in the comments. 

American League East 

Baltimore Orioles: LHP Zach Britton 

After a brilliant 2016 season in which he finished fourth in American League Cy Young Award balloting, 

Zach Britton has slogged through an injury-marred 2017. 

The 29-year-old Baltimore Orioles closer is among the best ninth-inning arms in the game when healthy. 

He has a bum knee, however, and will need to remain on the field and effective in his 2018 contract 

year if he wants to cash in. 

    

Boston Red Sox: LHP David Price 

Yes, David Price is back and auditioning for the role of bullpen stud as the Boston Red Sox march 

toward the postseason. 

He's also thrown just 70.2 innings this season while dealing with elbow and forearm issues. After posting 

a 3.99 ERA in 2016 and leading MLB in hits allowed, it's safe to say Price's Boston tenure isn't going as 

hoped. 

The good news for Price is he can stay in Beantown and make $30 million-plus every season through 

2022 if he wants to. On the other hand, the 2012 American League Cy Young Award winner and five-

time All-Star has an opt-out after 2018 and could get even more guaranteed money if he pitches like an 

ace before then. 

That's a massive "if," hence the hot seat. 

    

New York Yankees: RHP Masahiro Tanaka 

Speaking of opt-outs, New York Yankees right-hander Masahiro Tanaka can pull the rip cord on his 

contract this winter. 

Tanaka has been wobbly at best in 2017, however, posting a 4.94 ERA. If the Yanks advance to a division 

series, it's worth wondering if Tanaka would even be in the postseason rotation. 

The 28-year-old may well decide to opt in for the final three years and $67 million of his deal with New 

York and see if he can rebuild his value.  

If so, he'll get extra scrutiny from the front office and Bronx fans, who will demand a greater return on 

their investment. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/orioles/bs-sp-orioles-notes-britton-stem-cell-wright-scott-20170922-story.html
http://www.espn.com/blog/boston/red-sox/post/_/id/53497/red-soxs-usage-of-david-price-vs-reds-forecasts-playoff-bullpen
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Tampa Bay Rays: Manager Kevin Cash 

Kevin Cash is in his third year as skipper of the Tampa Bay Rays, and they appear headed for a third 

straight losing record. 

That's not all on Cash, obviously. The American League East is a tough division, and the Rays are 

perennially battling from a small-market, David vs. Goliath position. 

At a certain point, though, results are results. When they aren't there, the manager's head is frequently 

the first to roll. While Cash is unlikely to be fired over the winter, a sub-.500 2018 will heat up his seat. 

    

Toronto Blue Jays: Manager John Gibbons 

Like Cash, John Gibbons' job is probably safe for now. The Toronto Blue Jays manager signed a two-year 

extension through 2019 in the spring. 

However, after making the playoffs two years in a row, the Jays have crashed to earth. One last-place 

finish isn't going to doom Gibbons, but if Toronto struggles again next year, the chatter to replace him 

will grow louder. 

Remember, the Blue Jays fired Gibbons once before, in 2008. 

American League Central 

Chicago White Sox: RHP James Shields 

The record is abysmal, but the rebuild is on track in Chicago's South Side, where the White Sox have 

already welcomed several rising stars and have many more gestating in their farm system. 

That means veteran players had better watch their backs, including right-hander James Shields. Shields 

is signed through 2018 with a team option and buyout for 2019. The 35-year-old also owns an unsightly 

5.23 ERA. 

With emerging studs such as Lucas Giolito and the injured Carlos Rodon ready to front the rotation and 

power arms including Michael Kopech and Dylan Cease knocking on the door, there may soon be no 

room for Shields, a few recent solid outings aside. 

    

Cleveland Indians: C Yan Gomes and C Roberto Perez 

The Cleveland Indians are the defending American League champions and have the best record in the 

Junior Circuit. There aren't too many hot seats to be found by the shores of Lake Erie. 
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Still, Cleveland could look to shake up its catching situation next season. The duo of Yan Gomes (.230 

average, .696 OPS) and Roberto Perez (.211 average, .662 OPS) has been mostly feckless at the plate. 

Meanwhile, top catching prospect Francisco Mejia hit .297 with an .835 OPS at Double-A before getting 

a September call-up. 

Mejia is only 21 years old and far from a lock to take over as the full-time backstop in 2018. But he'll put 

pressure on Gomes and Perez, who are signed through 2021 and 2022, respectively, with club options 

and buyouts included. 

    

Detroit Tigers: General Manager Al Avila 

The Detroit Tigers finally committed to an overdue fire-sale and shipped out key pieces such as 

outfielder J.D. Martinez, lefty reliever Justin Wilson and ace right-hander Justin Verlander ahead of the 

non-waiver and waiver trade deadlines. Manager Brad Ausmus also won't be back next season.  

"We didn't win," general manager Al Avila told reporters. "The organization, the club got to a point 

where we needed change on the field. We needed to change the roster, and we started trading players, 

so the conclusion is: OK, you know what? Let's just take a whole brand-new road and opening up to new 

things." 

Now, with the rebuild underway and few other scapegoats left, the onus falls on Avila to deal with 

thorny issues such as the fate of expensive, fading franchise icon Miguel Cabrera. The Tigers aren't 

expected to win in 2018, but there's ample pressure on Avila nonetheless. 

    

Kansas City Royals: LF Alex Gordon 

The Kansas City Royals could lose a number of players from their 2015 championship core to free agency 

this winter. 

Left fielder Alex Gordon, meanwhile, is inked through 2019 at $20 million a season with a $23 million 

mutual option and $4 million buyout for 2020. 

That's a lot of scratch for a team that isn't among MLB's biggest spenders. And it stings in light of 

Gordon's awful 2017 stat line: .211 average, .615 OPS and just nine home runs, all his worst totals in any 

full season. 

The 33-year-old has shown flashes of late, but the final two years of that contract could be a massive 

drag on the Royals' payroll. They're a long way from releasing Gordon, but he'll be under intense 

scrutiny as he tries to rebound and earn his paycheck in 2018. 

    

http://www.latimes.com/sports/mlb/la-sp-baseball-notes-20170922-story.html
http://bleacherreport.com/alex-gordon
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Minnesota Twins: Manager Paul Molitor 

It seems nonsensical to suggest Minnesota Twins skipper Paul Molitor's seat would be even marginally 

warm. After the Twins lost 103 games in 2016, he's guided them to a winning season and likely wild-card 

berth. He's sure to get Manager of the Year votes and could win the award. 

Still, Minnesota's front office is undecided about offering him a contract extension, as Pat Borzi of 

MinnPost.com reported. Management has already fired a number of scouts and minor-league coaches, 

Borzi noted, and there appears to be an emphasis on cleaning house. 

"The question isn't whether Molitor has done enough to retain the manager job. He has," Borzi wrote. 

"... The question is whether [executives Derek] Falvey and [Thad] Levine dare fire Molitor if the Twins 

make the playoffs." 

American League West 

Houston Astros: RHP Mike Fiers 

Like the Indians, the first-place Houston Astros are keeping most of their seats cool through success. 

Right-hander Mike Fiers, however, hasn't joined the party. 

The 32-year-old sports a 5.22 ERA and was bumped to a long-relief role in early September before he 

was suspended for throwing at the head of the Los Angeles Angels' Luis Valbuena. 

Fiers is unlikely to play a significant role in the Astros' postseason push and will have to prove himself 

next season to reclaim a spot in a crowded rotation. 

    

Los Angeles Angels: RHP Garrett Richards 

The good news for the Angels is that Garrett Richards has pitched well since his return from an elbow 

injury, posting a 1.50 ERA in five September starts. 

The bad news? Richards has thrown just 58.2 innings in the last two seasons combined.  

The 29-year-old has ace potential when he's right and can become a free agent after next season. That 

makes 2018 a pivotal year for him, as he looks to give the Halos a much-needed No. 1 arm and pitch his 

way into a lucrative deal. 

    

Oakland Athletics: Manager Bob Melvin 

It's not Bob Melvin's fault the Oakland Athletics are in last place in the American League West. There 

simply wasn't enough talent on the roster to compete, certainly not after Oakland held yet another 

trade-deadline sale. 

https://www.minnpost.com/sports/2017/09/course-paul-molitor-has-done-enough-retain-his-job-twins-manager-may-not-matter
https://twitter.com/jakemkaplan/status/908445855719366657
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The A's haven't had a winning record since 2014, however, and haven't won a playoff game since 2013. 

Melvin should be the manager on Opening Day 2018, but another cellar-dwelling campaign could spark 

a top-dugout-step change in the East Bay. 

    

Seattle Mariners: General manager Jerry Dipoto 

Jerry Dipoto loves to trade; this much we know. The Seattle Mariners general manager has made a 

dizzying array of moves since taking the helm in the Pacific Northwest. 

Yet the Mariners missed the postseason in Dipoto's first season as GM and could finish with a sub-.500 

record this year.  

That makes this winter, and next season, pivotal. If the M's rebound and Dipoto's moves bear fruit, he 

should stick around. If they backslide further, his job could be in jeopardy. 

As an unnamed executive told Fox Sports' Ken Rosenthal (via Matt Calkinsof the Seattle Times): "I've 

never gotten it. It feels like he has made 348 trades to turn a .500 team into a .500 team." 

    

Texas Rangers: General manager Jon Daniels 

Unlike Dipoto, Texas Rangers GM Jon Daniels has a recent history of success. The Rangers won AL West 

titles on his watch in 2015 and 2016. 

This year, a combination of injuries and regression bumped Texas down the division ladder, and it sold 

at the deadline, shipping ace Yu Darvish to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Daniels will be back in 2018, but he'll be asked to thread the needle between a retool and a rebuild for a 

franchise that has never hoisted the Commissioner's Trophy. 

How he does will determine whether he has a long-term future in Arlington. 

National League East 

Atlanta Braves: Manager Brian Snitker  

Brian Snitker took over as interim manager of the Atlanta Braves in 2016. He kept the gig this season, 

but Atlanta will finish with a losing record. None of that screams "job security." 

And yet, as USA Today's Bob Nightengale reported, first baseman Freddie Freeman and other Braves 

players have told the front office they want Snitker back. 

A long-term contract seems like a stretch, but Snitker could get at least one more chance to guide 

Atlanta back to relevance. 

http://www.seattletimes.com/sports/mariners/mariners-roster-has-changed-under-jerry-dipoto-but-is-it-better/
https://twitter.com/BNightengale/status/912304583266926593
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Miami Marlins: Manager Don Mattingly 

Other than Giancarlo Stanton's home run barrage, the biggest story in South Beach has been the 

impending sale of the Miami Marlins to a group headlined by Derek Jeter. 

New ownership inevitably means wholesale changes, but will it mean the ouster of manager Don 

Mattingly?  

Mattingly and Jeter were teammates on the Yankees, and Mattingly heaped praise on the soon-to-be 

Hall of Fame shortstop in April. 

Will it be enough for Mattingly to retain his job through next season and beyond? Stay tuned.  

    

New York Mets: Manager Terry Collins 

It's been a dreadful season in Queens. Manager Terry Collins can't be blamed for all of it; he didn't cause 

Noah Syndergaard to miss nearly the entire campaign with an injury, for example. 

However, as FanRag Sports' Jon Heyman noted, Collins has reportedly disagreed with general manager 

Sandy Alderson over strategy. That's never a good sign. 

On a scale of lukewarm to en fuego, put Collins' seat in the latter category. 

    

Philadelphia Phillies: General manager Matt Klentak 

The Philadelphia Phillies are neck-and-neck with the San Francisco Giants for the worst record in 

baseball, with the Tigers also in the hunt. 

That alone won't doom general manager Matt Klentak. Philly is rebuilding; a terrible record means a 

high draft pick. 

Klentak, however, will face a litany of tough, crucial decisions this offseason, as Jay Dunn of 

the Trentonian outlined. There's young talent on the big league roster and in the minors, but Klentak 

needs to get more pitching and decide which pieces to keep and which to sell. 

As Dunn put it, "The Phillies have a chance to re-emerge very soon as one of baseball's strong franchises, 

but there's no certainty that will happen. A great deal of the club's future could depend on the decisions 

[Klentak makes] in the next few weeks."  

We'd add the next few months, and into 2018. 

    

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/heres-what-don-mattingly-said-about-derek-jeter-possibly-buying-the-miami-marlins/
https://www.fanragsports.com/heyman-hot-seat-isnt-hot-14-names-consider/
http://www.trentonian.com/article/TT/20170906/SPORTS/170909872
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Washington Nationals: Manager Dusty Baker 

This one is speculative, and partly contingent on October results. Dusty Baker just guided the 

Washington Nationals to their second straight division title. That should mean he has a job in 2018. 

The Nats have never advanced past the division series, however, and will face a tough first-round test in 

the defending champion Chicago Cubs. 

If they fall in the National League Division Series again, Baker's bench will get warmer. Despite his long 

managerial track record, he too has never won a title. 

National League Central 

Chicago Cubs: RF Jason Heyward 

Jason Heyward is signed with the Chicago Cubs through 2023, but he has an opt-out after 2018. There's 

no guarantee he'll exercise it. 

The 28-year-old remains a whiz defensively, but his .717 OPS is hardly robust for a corner outfielder. 

If Heyward doesn't improve his offense in 2018, he can stay on the North Side and make $20 million-plus 

for five more seasons. Not a bad Plan B. Still, if he can return to the prowess he displayed in 2012—

when he hit 27 home runs for the Braves—he could sign an even more stratospheric contract. 

    

Cincinnati Reds: Manager Bryan Price 

The Cincinnati Reds were supposed to be a last-place team, and they have been. Skipper Bryan Price will 

probably be back next season. 

At a certain point, though, management and fans will want to see improvement. If the Reds tread water 

again next season or take a step back, look for Price to be the sacrificial lamb. 

As Price himself put it, per Zach Buchanan of Cincinnati.com: "Losing sucks. Plain and simple." 

    

Milwaukee Brewers: INF Jonathan Villar 

The Milwaukee Brewers have been a great story this season, turning what was supposed to be a 

rebuilding year into a surprise playoff push. Even if they fall short, it's been a great ride. 

Not so much for infielder Jonathan Villar, who broke out with a huge 2016 but has regressed 

significantly and seen his playing time wane. 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/mlb/reds/2017/09/24/bryan-price-losing-sucks-plain-and-simple/698464001/
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Villar can't become a free agent until 2021, which gives him time to rebuild his value. But what appeared 

to be a star trajectory has turned into a cautionary tale. Next season will be a pivotal opportunity to turn 

it back around for the 26-year-old. 

    

Pittsburgh Pirates: OF Andrew McCutchen 

Andrew McCutchen's name churned through the rumor mill last winter and at the trade deadline, but 

the Pittsburgh Pirates kept the 2013 National League Most Valuable Player. 

McCutchen has had a nice comeback season, hitting 28 home runs and posting an .849 OPS. Assuming 

the Bucs exercise his $14.5 million option for 2018, the 30-year-old will have one more year to flash top-

level production before what could be his final, massive payday. 

    

St. Louis Cardinals: Manager Mike Matheny 

The St. Louis Cardinals are likely going to miss the playoffs for the second straight season. That's a 

drought for a club accustomed to perennial contention. 

Mike Matheny should be at the controls again in 2018, but if the Redbirds fail to make the dance again, 

his St. Louis tenure could be in danger. 

National League West 

Arizona Diamondbacks: OF Yasmany Tomas 

It's been a glorious turnaround season for the Arizona Diamondbacks, who initiated a front office culture 

change over the winter and are headed to the postseason. 

That's no thanks to slugger Yasmany Tomas, who has played just 47 games and slashed an anemic 

.241/.294/.464. 

The D-backs owe Tomas $42.5 million through 2020, but the 26-year-old will need to show health and 

better plate discipline to earn an everyday role in 2018. 

Colorado Rockies: SS Trevor Story 

Trevor Story was one of MLB's best breakout, well, stories in 2016. He's stumbled for the wild-card-

chasing Colorado Rockies this year and is hitting .233 with an National League-leading 188 strikeouts. 

He's got big power potential and is under club control through 2021. But with top middle-infield 

prospect Brendan Rodgers waiting in the wings, 2018 will be a key year for Story to either reclaim his 

burgeoning basher status or face diminished playing time and a possible trade. 
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Los Angeles Dodgers: 1B Adrian Gonzalez 

Adrian Gonzalez has fallen far and fast. The five-time All-Star has battled injuries and seen his numbers 

and playing time plummet as stud rookie Cody Bellinger has risen to take his place. 

It happens, even to the best players. Yet the Dodgers owe Gonzalez $21.5 million next season. After 

that, he'll be entering free agency as a 36-year-old. 

If he wants to avoid the uncomfortable albatross label in 2018 and land one more big contract before 

retirement, he'll need to bounce back—possibly in a limited role. 

San Diego Padres: General manager A.J. Preller 

A.J. Preller has had a curious career as the San Diego Padres GM. First, he went on a buying spree before 

the 2015 season, raiding the Padres farm system and trying to build a winner. 

When that fizzled, he tore the whole thing down. Now, the Friars are in the midst of a full-scale rebuild. 

Clearly, San Diego is willing to stick with Preller through the bumps. And no one said it would be a 

winner in 2017. 

Next year feels like a turning point, though, when Preller needs to make a string of strong moves and the 

Pads need to inch closer to contention. Otherwise, it may be time for a new architect. 

   San Francisco Giants: RHP Mark Melancon 

The Giants could finish with the worst record in baseball and narrowly avoid 100 losses. That's quite a 

dive for a club that won three titles from 2010 to 2014 and made the NLDS last season. 

Still, San Francisco is known for its loyalty, and the jobs of manager Bruce Bochy and GM Bobby Evans 

are likely safe for now. 

As for the players, there are guys all over the roster who need to improve their performances relative to 

expectations, but none more so than Mark Melancon. 

The Giants signed the right-hander to a four-year, $62 million contract over the winter, only to watch 

him post a 4.50 ERA, lose the closer's job to Sam Dyson and then undergo forearm surgery. 

With all that money committed, San Francisco will give Melancon every opportunity to reclaim ninth-

inning duties. As it showed this year, however, it's about results. 

                                                                       FROM MLB TRADE RUMOR                  

AL West Notes: Perez, Morton, Upton, Erasmo 

By Mark Polishuk 
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The Rangers have already told Martin Perez that they will exercise their $6MM option on the left-

hander’s services, MLB.com’s T.R. Sullivan reports.  Teams have until five days after the World 

Series to decide on all contract options so nothing is official yet between Perez and the Rangers (we’ll 

have the news here on MLBTR when this move and other option decisions are finalized), though it was 

widely expected that Perez would be retained.  The Rangers would’ve had to pay $2.45MM in a buyout, 

so it was an easy call to spend the extra $3.55MM on Perez, who has delivered 3.8 fWAR and 377 2/3 

innings over the last two seasons.  Texas also has club options on Perez for 2019 and 2020. 

Here’s more from around the AL West… 

 Charlie Morton may call it a career after the 2018 season, the Astros right-hander told MLB 

Network’s Jon Morosi (Twitter link).  Morton turns 35 in November 2018 and has battled 

several injuries throughout his career, though he is wrapping up one of the most successful of 

his ten seasons in the big leagues.  His unique enjoyment of his Astros experience, however, is 

actually one of the factors in Morton’s reasoning: “The group we have here is so good….The 

most valuable thing you have is time, and these are the guys I’m investing that in.  I can only 

think of a couple other groups I was with, where I look back and say ’That was really good.  That 

was worth it.’  It would be a search for that feeling, when you go in a clubhouse and like being 

with that group.  Here, you’re doing something meaningful — with everything that’s going on in 

the city….This is a moment to be cherished and valued.” 

 In other Morton-related news, he made his 25th start of the season tonight, which Jake Kaplan 

of the Houston Chronicle notes triggered a $625K bonus in the Astros righty’s contract.  

Morton also received $625K bonuses for hitting the 15-start and 20-start thresholds, so he’ll 

tack an extra $1.875MM onto his $7MM base salary for the 2017 season.  Morton also has the 

same base salary and bonus structure in place for 2018. 

 “Winning” is the only factor that will go into Justin Upton’s decision about opting out of his 

contract, he tells Jeff Fletcher of the Orange County Register.  Of course, Upton faces a 

significant financial decision if he chooses to forego the $88.5MM remaining on his contract to 

re-enter free agency, though Fletcher notes that Upton could prioritize playing for a contender 

since he has already earned over $95MM in his career.  The Angels, of course, made a run at a 

wild card this year and could offer Upton that chance of playing for a winner, as the club will 

have some money to spend on needed upgrades this winter. 

 The Mariners “didn’t know quite what we were getting” when Erasmo Ramirez was re-

acquired by the Rays, Seattle manager Scott Servais tells Bob Dutton of the Tacoma News 

Tribune, but the right-hander has now established himself as a potential rotation candidate for 

the 2018 squad.  After working for several years as a swingman, Ramirez became a full-time 

starter after his trade to the Mariners and the results were impressive — 3.92 ERA, 7.8 K/9 and 

3.60 K/BB over 62 innings (11 starts).  Ramirez’s emergence is a boost to a Seattle team that is 

looking for healthy and reliable starting pitching this winter. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/perezma02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/256596014/rangers-will-pick-up-martin-perezs-option/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mortoch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://twitter.com/jonmorosi/status/913839037458337792
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/sports/astros/article/Friday-s-start-a-lucrative-one-for-Astros-Morton-12242130.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/sports/astros/article/Friday-s-start-a-lucrative-one-for-Astros-Morton-12242130.php
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/u/uptonju01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/28/as-justin-upton-ponders-his-future-with-angels-winning-is-the-key/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=ramirer02,ramirer01&search=Erasmo+Ramirez&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/mlb/seattle-mariners/article176145541.html
http://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/mlb/seattle-mariners/article176145541.html

