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San Diego Union Tribune 

Peoria, Padres farmhands finish AFL stay as 
champs 
 
Jeff Sanders  

A handful of Padres farmhands finished the 2017 baseball campaign with a championship. 

The Peoria Javelinas completed the Arizona Fall League with an 8-2 title-game win over 
Mesa on Saturday night in Scottsdale. Padres infield prospect Luis Urias reached base twice 
and drove in a run in the game, designated hitter Josh Naylor singled in four plate appearances 
and right-hander Andres Munoz finished his stay with two strikeouts in a scoreless eighth 
inning. 

The latter was pegged as the “most electric arm in the AFL” by MLBPipeline’s Jim Callis, 
who noted that Munoz began his frame by averaging 99.3 mph on 18 straight fastballs to start 
the eighth. 

Munoz fanned Athletics prospects Sean Murphy and Sheldon Neuse in stranding two “well-
placed singles.” 

The youngest player in the league, the 18-year-old Munoz – who finished 2017 at low Single-
A Fort Wayne – finished his run with 11 strikeouts and one run allowed on four hits and two 
walks in 8 2/3 innings. 

Urias hit .315/.443/.481 with nine RBIs, 14 walks and five strikeouts in 17 games. 

Naylor hit .304/.337/.494 with three homers and 14 RBIs. 

ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• OF Franmil Reyes’ stay ended with a broken hamate bone in his wrist. He has already 
undergone surgery and is expected to recover in time for spring training. The system 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/262158206/braves-acuna-peoria-javelinas-win-afl-title/?topicid=153494546
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/262158206/braves-acuna-peoria-javelinas-win-afl-title/?topicid=153494546
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/football/arena-football-league-ORSPT000454-topic.html
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/262164720/standouts-from-2017-afl-championship-game/?topicid=153494546
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html


  

 3 

leader with 25 homers and 102 RBIs at Double-A San Antonio, the 22-year-old Reyes 
was 5-for-30 with a homer, four RBIs and seven strikeouts in eight games as a taxi-
squad member. 

• SS Javier Guerra (San Antonio) finished with a .261/.306/.391 batting line, one homer, 
five RBIs and 13 strikeout sin 12 games. 

• RHP Walker Lockett (El Paso) allowed three earned runs over his last 11 innings to 
lower his ERA to 5.40. He struck out 22, walked nine and allowed a .294 average in 25 
innings in the AFL. 

• LHP Jerry Keel (Lake Elsinore) allowed eight runs on 17 hits and walk walks in 14 2/3 
innings. He struck out 11. 

• RHP David Bednar (Lake Elsinore) struck out seven and allowed a run on one hit – a 
homer – and no walks in eight innings. 

• RHP T.J. Weir (San Antonio) allowed a run on four hits and no walks in 5 2/3 innings. 
He struck out five. 

DOMINICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• OF Franchy Cordero (El Paso) is hitting .289/.364/.402 with one homer, three triples 
and two doubles. He has driven in seven runs, swiped four bases and penned a 24-to-11 
strikeout-to-walk ratio in 27 games for Escogido. … RHP Eric Yardley (El Paso) has 
allowed three runs – one earned – in 16 2/3 innings (0.54). He has struck out seven 
while scattering 12 hits and four walks. He is 2-1 for Cibao. … RHP Hansel 
Rodriguez (Fort Wayne) has allowed three runs on two hits and three walks in 3 2/3 
innings for Este. He has struck out six. 

VENEZUELAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• C Luis Torrens (San Diego) is slugging .475 over his last 10 games, lifting his batting 
line to .279/.339/.378 in 29 games for Magallanes. A Rule-5 catcher last year, Torrens 
has one homer, one triple, six doubles and 15 RBIs. … LHP Jose Castillo(San Antonio) 
has turned in 3 1/3 straight scoreless innings, lowering his ERA to 3.52 in 7 2/3 innings 
for Magallanes. … RHP Jose Ruiz (Lake Elsinore) has three strikeouts and seven runs 
– five earned – on 11 hits and four walks in 11 1/3 innings, also for Magallanes. … 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-torrens-PESPTF00630-topic.html
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SS Jose Rondon (El Paso) is 3-for-19 with five strikeouts in five games for Aragua. … 
RHP Trevor Frank (Lake Elsinore) has allowed six runs in 10 2/3 innings for Zulia. 

MEXICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• RHP Kyle Lloyd (El Paso) turned in his best start of the offseason Sunday, fanning six 
over six innings of one-run ball in a no-decision for Jalisco. The 27-year-old Lloyd has 
a 2.65 ERA, 19 strikeouts and a .269 opponent average. … RHP Gerardo Reyes(Lake 
Elsinore) has allowed four runs – three earned – in 10 1/3 innings for Obregon. 
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Friar talk: Pondering the next 40-man additions 
Jeff Sanders  

Monday’s flurry of roster moves left the Padres’ 40-man roster with two open spots: Hector 
Sanchez and Tim Melville are free agents, the waived Cory Mazzoni is a Cub and Carter 
Capps, Colin Rea, Robbie Erlin, Matt Strahm and Alex Dickerson are off the 60-day disabled 
list. 

While the offseason will provide General Manager A.J. Preller with ample opportunity to fill 
his roster, the next additions could come directly from the Padres’ farm system. 

Teams have until Nov. 20 to protect players from December’s Rule 5 Draft. 

While that traditionally signals the start of Preller sifting through rival farm systems for 
undervalued talent, he’ll be sure to take a hard look at the assets that he could lose to other 
teams if they aren’t added to the 40-man roster this offseason. 

Generally, those players (19 and older) signed out of college or junior college in 2014 or 
earlier or out of high school or as an international amateur in 2013 (17 and under). 

Here’s a look at players the Padres could consider adding ahead of next week’s deadline: 

LHP Brad Wieck 

• Age: 26 
• Signed: 7th round in 2014 (Oklahoma City) 
• 2017 stats: 2-1, 3.96 ERA, 7 saves, 61 Ks, 23 BBs, 1.42 WHIP, .221 opponent avg., 38 

2/3 IP (R/AA/AAA) 
• What to know: The player to be named later from the Mets in the Alex Torres deal, 

Weick is 6-foot-9, throws in the mid-90s from the left side and fanned a career-high 15 
batters per nine innings in 2017. There’s no way he’s exposed to the Rule 5 draft. He 
struggled in a brief stay in El Paso last year (8 ER in 7 IP), but is firmly on San Diego’s 
radar after earning a spot in the 2016 Arizona Fall League with a 1.17 ERA in 61 1/3 
innings that year. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hector-sanchez-PESPT0015530-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hector-sanchez-PESPT0015530-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carter-capps-PESPTF00129-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carter-capps-PESPTF00129-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-rea-PESPTF00624-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-dickerson-PESPTF00615-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-torres-PESPT0015588-topic.html
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RHP T.J. Weir 

• Age: 26 
• Signed: 17th round in 2014 (Ball State) 
• 2017 stats: 6-2, 2.09 ERA, 79 Ks, 20 BBs, 1.06 WHIP, .215 opponent avg., 77 1/3 IP 

(A/AA) 
• What to know: He doesn’t boast an overpowering fastball, but mixes his secondaries – 

slider, curve and a change – well. He’s fanned 277 batters in 258 innings in the minors 
(3.21) and is clearly on San Diego’s mind with his invitation to this year’s Arizona Fall 
League. There, Weir has struck out five and allowed a run on four hits and no walks in 
5 2/3 innings. 

LHP Jose Castillo 

• Age: 21 
• Signed: Out of Venezuela in July 2012 
• 2017 stats: 4-2, 2.88 ERA, 1 save, 59 Ks, 26 BBs, 1.28 WHIP, .222 opponent avg., 56 

1/3 IP (A/AA) 
• What to know: Castillo is eligible for a second straight year, but lifted his profile after 

starting for the Venezuela bullpen in the World Baseball Classic. With a mid-90s 
fastball and low-80s slider that made Christian Yelich and Nolan Arenado look silly in 
the WBC, Castillo advanced to Double-A San Antonio in 2017 after fanning 49 batters 
in 47 innings in the Cal League (2.89 ERA). 

OF Franmil Reyes 

• Age: 22 
• Signed: Out of Dominican Republic in November 2011 
• 2017 stats: .258 avg., .322 OBP, .464 SLG, 25 HRs, 102 RBIs, 79 runs, 4 steals, 134 K, 

135 games (AA) 
• What to know: Previously eligible for the Rule 5 draft, Reyes’ breakout year – he led 

the organization in homers and RBIs – landed him in the Arizona Fall League. There, 
the 6-foot-4, 24-pound Reyes has one homer in eight games in limited action as a taxi 
squad member. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-baseball-classic-EVSPR000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
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RHP Eric Yardley 

• Age: 27 
• Signed: Undrafted free agent in July 2013 (Seattle University) 
• 2017 stats: 3-2, 2.05 ERA, 6 saves, 60 Ks, 13 BBs, 1.02 WHIP, .227 opponent avg., 70 

1/3 IP (AA/AAA) 
• What to know: He was a mid-season All-Star at Lake Elsinore in 2015 (2.72 ERA) and 

again in 2017 in San Antonio, where he fashioned a 2.05 ERA over 61 1/3 innings. 
Yardley participated in the Arizona Fall League in 2015 (5.25 ERA) and has allowed 
one earned run in 12 2/3 innings thus far this offseason in the Dominican winter league. 

Other eligible players: RHP Jason Jester (El Paso) RHP Colby Blueberg (Lake Elsinore), RHP 
Chris Huffman (EL Paso), RHP Adam Cimber (El Paso), RHP Emmanuel Ramirez (Lake 
Elsinore), RHP Gerardo Reyes (Lake Elsinore), OF Rod Boykin (Lake Elsinore), INF Ruddy 
Giro (Lake Elsinore), RHP Zech Lemond (Lake Elsinore), OF Nick Torres (San Antonio), OF 
Auston Bousfield (San Antonio). 

Around the water cooler 

• Based on 2017 goals, ESPN’s Sam Miller ranked the Padres 18th out of 30 teams, 
saying it was not a good season, but it had purpose: “For a team in full rebuild, with 
practically no concern for the major league product and maybe three good players, it 
could have been a lot, lot uglier.” 

• Because next year’s goals won’t be all that much different, MLB.com’s A.J. Cassavell 
predicts the Padres will be on the lookout for short-term free agent additions. 

• Also from MLB.com, Manuel Margot in center field is the only lock in the outfield as 
the Padres prepare for spring training. 

 
  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/21320418/ranking-all-30-teams-based-their-2017-goals
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/260230136/pitching-among-padres-free-agent-needs/
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/261038156/padres-have-plenty-of-outfield-options/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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MLB.COM 

Top prospects on display in AFL title game 
 
Jim Callis  
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The two Arizona Fall League teams with the most prospect talent 
will meet today for the championship when the Peoria Javelinas face the Mesa Solar Sox. 

Between them, they have the AFL's three highest-rated players from MLBPipeline.com's Top 
100 Prospects list in outfielders Victor Robles (No. 2, Mesa/Nationals), Ronald Acuna (No. 5, 
Peoria/Braves) and Kyle Tucker (No. 7, Mesa/Astros). And there's plenty more talent where 
that came from. 
 
Mesa (16-13-1), which beat the Surprise Saguaros for the 2016 title, is trying to become the 
first team to successfully defend its AFL championship since the 2004-08 Phoenix Desert 
Dogs. Peoria (18-12) is playing for its first championship since 2012 and making its first 
appearance in the final since 2014. The teams will square off at 3 p.m. ET today, with MLB 
Network and MLB.com broadcasting the game live. 
 
"Anytime you can get a ring, it's a special occasion," Peoria third baseman Michael Chavis 
(Red Sox No. 2) said. "Knowing the history of the Fall League also makes it special. We want 
to finish strong. We have a very talented team, and we're so close and having so much fun." 
 
One of the top power-hitting prospects in the Minors, Chavis is one of five former first-round 
picks the Javelinas could deploy in their starting lineup. The others are catcher Alex 
Jackson (Braves No. 16/drafted by Mariners), first baseman Josh Naylor (Padres No. 
10/drafted by Marlins), catcher/first baseman Max Pentecost (Blue Jays No. 8) and right-
hander T.J. Zeuch (Blue Jays No. 5). A 6-foot-7 sinkerballer, Zeuch is expected to start on the 
mound after going 1-1 with a 3.44 ERA in five AFL regular-season outings. 
 
The Javelinas dominate the AFL leaderboards. Acuna, whom many scouts believe 
is baseball's best prospect, is also a favorite to win the league's MVP award after topping the 
Fall League in runs (22), home runs (seven), extra-base hits (12) and total bases (53). Braves 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/645302/victor-robles
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/209242956/cubs-ian-happ-homers-twice-in-afl-title-game/?topicid=151437456
https://www.mlb.com/video/live-afl-championship-game/c-1866527583?tid=7417714
https://www.mlb.com/video/live-afl-championship-game/c-1866527583?tid=7417714
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/player/656577/alex-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/656577/alex-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/262059742/poll-ronald-acuna-or-victor-robles/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl


  

 9 

No. 10 prospect Austin Riley (six) and Jackson (five) finished second and third in the homer 
race. 
 
Outfielder Eric Filia (Mariners No. 24), another MVP candidate, led the league in batting 
(.408), on-base percentage (.483), OPS (1.088) and hits (31). Middle infielder Luis Urias 
(Padres No. 3), perhaps the best pure hitter in the entire Minors, batted .315 while ranking 
first in contact rate (one strikeout per 14 plate appearances) and second in walks (14). Left-
hander Max Fried (Braves No. 9/drafted by Padres), another first-rounder, paced the Fall 
League in strikeouts (32) and opponent batting average (.163). 

"They've got a great team," Mesa shortstop A.J. Simcox (Tigers) said. "They're loaded with 
prospects. They're a complete team, got a bunch of speed guys, a bunch of power guys and a 
bunch of arms. It's going to be a good game." 
 
The Solar Sox aren't lacking in talent either. While neither Robles nor Tucker has posted loud 
AFL numbers, their teammates have picked up the slack. Second baseman Kody 
Eaves(Tigers) was Mesa's best regular-season hitter at .337/.389/.554, followed by fellow 
infielders Sheldon Neuse (Athletics No. 14) at .314/.366/.570 and David Bote (Cubs) at 
.333/.395/.536. Neuse led the AFL with 23 RBIs and shared top honors in doubles (seven) and 
extra-base hits (12), while outfielder Charcer Burks (Cubs No. 22) and first baseman/catcher 
Ian Rice (Cubs) also claimed a share of the doubles lead. 
 
Right-hander Alec Mills (Cubs No. 20), who like Zeuch relies heavily on his sinker, is 
scheduled to start for the Solar Sox. He went 1-3 with a 3.91 ERA during the AFL regular 
season and got some brief big league experience with the 2016 Royals. 

"We've got a really good group of guys, we've got a lot of chemistry over the past month and 
we're playing well," Simcox said. "We had a good idea we were going to be going to the 
championship a couple weeks ago. We thought we had the team. We're excited for it." 

Below is a list of players on championship game rosters who rank on MLBPipeline's overall 
Top 100 Prospects or on one of our organization Top 30 Prospects lists: 
Peoria Organization Top 30 Prospects 
LHP Max Fried (Braves' No. 9) 
3B Austin Riley (Braves' No. 10) 
RHP Touki Toussaint (Braves' No. 14) 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/608331/max-fried
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/623238/kody-eaves
http://m.mlb.com/player/623238/kody-eaves
http://m.mlb.com/player/641914/sheldon-neuse
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=oak
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=chc
http://m.mlb.com/player/621219/alec-mills
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=chc
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/657053/touki-toussaint
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
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C Alex Jackson (Braves' No. 16) 
OF Braden Bishop (Mariners' No. 5) 
RHP Max Povse (Mariners' No. 8) 
RHP Art Warren (Mariners' No. 17) 
RHP Matthew Festa (Mariners' No. 18) 
OF Eric Filia (Mariners' No. 24) 
RHP Darin Gillies (Mariners' No. 25) 
SS/2B Chad De La Guerra (Red Sox's No. 23) 
2B Josh Tobias (Red Sox's No. 26) 
1B Josh Naylor (Padres' No. 10) 
RHP T.J. Zeuch (Blue Jays' No. 5) 
C/1B Max Pentecost (Blue Jays' No. 8) 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/player/605428/max-povse
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/player/596122/josh-tobias
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=tor
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Hoffman hoping third time's a HOF charm 
Former Padres closer saved an NL-record 601 games 

Barry M. Bloom 
 
SAN DIEGO -- For the last two years, Trevor Hoffman has anxiously awaited the call from 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame, anticipating his possible election. This marks his third 
year on the Baseball Writers' Association of America ballot. 

In 2016, the former Padres closer with a National League record 601 saves came off a golf 
course near his home in North County and learned that he missed by 34 votes (67.3 percent). 
Earlier this year, the Padres brought video crews to his house awaiting the blessed call. It 
never came. 
Hoffman earned a nice bump, but he missed by a scant five votes (74 percent). Just like any 
candidate for the Hall, Hoffman needs 75 percent to be elected. 

Eligible BBWAA writers with at least 10 years of active consecutive membership in the group 
have until Dec. 31 to mail back their paper ballots, which were released on Monday. They can 
vote for as many as 10 players. 

Hoffman's chances this year are excellent. The six players who came within five votes or 
fewer were eventually inducted. The last was Craig Biggio, who missed by two votes in 2014 
before being elected the next year with 82.7 percent of the vote. It was also Biggio's third year 
on the ballot. 

Still, when the announcement comes on Jan. 24 at 3 p.m. PT on MLB Network, Hoffman 
expects to be wary. He'd rather keep it low-key this time around just in case. 

"We don't have big plans," Hoffman told MLB.com last week. "I think that goes back to 
tempering of attitudes. We did it with the Pads earlier this year with the cameras there, and 
then you're looking at the clock, watching the time slipping away. The hurt all goes away, but 
there's still scar tissue. 

"I figure that I might as well not worry about it, and if I get the call, I get the call. I'm not 
really worried about documenting it. We'll see. We'll see what we plan out." 
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The fact that Hoffman needs to pick up only five more votes is a good reason to be cautious 
but optimistic. He finished his career in 2010 with the Brewers, having converted 88.8 percent 
of his save opportunities, blowing just 76 in 18 seasons. 

Only Mariano Rivera, who pitched 19 seasons with the Yankees and recorded 652 saves, has 
more than Hoffman. 

Still, Hoffman has bested the great Rivera in a few significant areas: His four seasons in a row 
and nine overall with 40 or more saves are Major League records. His strikeouts-per-nine-
innings ratio of 9.4 is also the MLB record for a reliever. 

Hoffman's 552 saves and 902 games pitched for the Padres are NL records pitching for the 
same team. 

Hoffman's ERA of 2.87 is fifth among relievers, behind Rivera (2.21), Billy Wagner (2.31), 
Ron Perranoski (2.79) and Bruce Sutter (2.83). Sutter, with 300 saves in 12 seasons, was 
elected to the Hall in 2006, his 13th year on the ballot. 

But there are dissidents among the voting writers as far as Hoffman's concerned, and he isn't 
sure what will make the difference this year. 

"Hopefully, the trend will continue steadily climbing north," Hoffman said. "I'm sure if I look 
at it as a holdup because of the way I'm viewed as a closer, I think it goes in ebbs and flows 
with how the writers view certain players, especially those in specialty roles. I think that could 
be changing with all the attention relievers have gotten the last two postseasons. 

"Whether that shines a good light on us is still to be determined. But there's obviously a 
burnout factor if guys aren't used judiciously." 

The fact that Hoffman and Rivera did it so well for so long may never again be equaled. They 
will forever be linked together. Their names are on the trophies that honor the best reliever in 
each league during the regular season, Hoffman representing the NL, Rivera the American 
League. 

Rivera will be on the ballot for the first time next year and is generally considered to be a 
first-ballot lock. His 42 saves and 0.70 ERA in the postseason are a huge factor. Of course, 
Rivera pitched on 16 Yankees postseason teams, winning the World Series five times. 



  

 13 

Hoffman pitched in only 12 postseason games (four saves, 3.46 ERA) for the Padres, 
including the sweep by the Yankees in the 1998 World Series. 

Hoffman would rather avoid the tumult of getting the call next year with Rivera, who will join 
Yankees teammate Andy Pettitte and the late Roy Halladay on the ballot. All are first-timers. 

That could be a Yankees fest, Hoffman said, giving him another reason to hope that the third 
time will bring the magic. 

"You have to keep your emotions in check," said Hoffman, who was a master at that as a 
player. "I think the first year, you're not really sure. To have multiple years when you have to 
wait another 365 days to get right back to that same spot is tough. The longer you're on the 
ballot, the more negativity you hear and the more your career is dissected. 

"I certainly hope this is the year we get through it for a lot of reasons. Mariano doesn't deserve 
to share the stage with anybody. It would be nice to welcome him in." 
 
Fred McGriff and Gary Sheffield are the only other players on the ballot with Padres ties. 
McGriff played for San Diego from 1991 until he was traded to the Braves midway through 
the '93 season. This is his ninth year on the ballot. His highest vote total was 21.7 percent on 
the most recent ballot.  
 
Sheffield won an NL batting title with the Friars in '92 -- his only full season with the club -- 
and was dealt to the Marlins in June 1993. Sheffield got 13.3 percent of the vote in 2017 in his 
third year on the ballot. 
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Rule 5 protection decisions loom for Padres 
 
AJ Cassavell  
 
SAN DIEGO -- It's nearing decision time for the Padres and a few of their long-time Minor 
Leaguers. 

The San Diego front office has until 5 p.m. PT on Monday to protect any eligible players from 
the Rule 5 Draft, which takes place next month at the Winter Meetings. San Diego currently 
has two spaces available on its 40-man roster, giving general manager A.J. Preller some room 
to add. 
 
Any players taken in the Rule 5 Draft must remain in the Major Leagues for an entire season 
or be offered back to their original clubs. (Luis Torrens, Allen Cordoba and Miguel Diazwere 
all Rule 5 selections who stuck with San Diego last year.) 
 
Although none of the Padres' Top 30 Prospects are Rule 5 Draft eligible, it's still plausible that 
the club will fill those two remaining spots Monday. (Teams have plenty of time to clear 
roster space later, if they plan on making a Rule 5 selection). Here are some players to keep an 
eye on ahead of Monday's deadline. 
 
Franmil Reyes, OF 
 
Nobody doubts Reyes' power. The 22-year-old right fielder led all Padres Minor Leaguers 
with 25 home runs this past season. He batted .258/.322/.464 in 135 games for Double-A San 
Antonio. Big league teams might balk at his defense, and he's currently recovering from a 
broken hamate bone in his hand. But Reyes' power bat makes him a serious candidate to be 
taken in the Rule 5 Draft if the Padres don't protect him. 
 
T.J. Weir, RHP 
 
A 17th-round Draft pick in 2014, Weir has proven himself one of the system's most reliable 
bullpen arms over the past two seasons. He posted a 2.09 ERA in 46 appearances between 
Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore and San Antonio, and he's thrived so far in the Arizona Fall 
League. Given Weir's ability to pitch in multiple roles, it's conceivable a big league club 
might scoop him in the Rule 5 Draft and stash him at the back of a bullpen. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/620443/luis-torrens
http://m.mlb.com/player/642707/allen-cordoba
http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Brad Wieck, LHP 
 
Wieck struggled when he made the jump from San Antonio to Triple-A El Paso this summer. 
He posted a 10.29 ERA in nine appearances for the Chihuahuas (after a 2.64 mark in Double-
A). His recent numbers aren't encouraging. But Wieck is a 6-foot-9 left-hander, and all 30 big 
league clubs could use some additional lefty relief help. One of them might take a chance on 
Wieck if he's unprotected. 
 
Ruddy Giron, SS/3B 
 
Once a top-five prospect in the organization, Giron has yet to take the steps forward that the 
Padres had hoped for. He batted .233/.290/.347 for Lake Elsinore. It seems unlikely the 20-
year-old infielder would be on the radar of a big league club. But the Padres took a chance on 
an infielder with less experience last year when they snagged Cordoba from the Cardinals. 
 
Jason Jester, RHP 
 
Jester, a 26-year-old righty reliever, is the only member of this group who spent his entire 
2017 season at Triple-A. But he posted a 5.91 ERA in 67 innings, and his chances of being a 
Rule 5 Draft pick are probably low. That makes it unlikely that the Padres would add him to 
their 40-man roster, though he could receive a big league Spring Training invite anyway. 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/623364/brad-wieck
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Munoz among AFL title game standouts 
 
Jim Callis  
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The fall of Ronald Acuna concluded in appropriate fashion. The 
Arizona Fall League's best prospect and MVP led its best team to the championship Saturday 
afternoon, driving in four runs as the Peoria Javelinas defeated the Mesa Solar Sox, 8-2. 
 
After the Braves outfielder lined out to third base in his first at-bat, he went down to get a 
breaking ball from Cubs right-hander Alec Mills and lined it into center field for a third-
inning RBI single that tied the game 2-2. An inning later, Acuna fought off a high fastball 
from right-hander Jake Stinnett and dumping it into right-center for a two-run single that 
doubled Peoria's lead to 6-2. He later capped the scoring with a sacrifice fly in the eighth 
inning. 

It wasn't Acuna at his most spectacular -- his explosive bat speed produced a league-high 
seven home runs during the regular season -- yet it still was more than enough for the 
Javelinas' first title since 2012. 
 
Andres Munoz, RHP, Peoria (Padres). He had the most electric arm in the AFL and began the 
eighth inning by throwing 19 straight fastballs at an average of 99.3 mph and a peak of 101. 
Munoz whiffed Sean Murphy (Athletics) and Sheldon Neuse (Athletics) on heaters and mixed 
in a couple of interesting sliders, looking like a future closer despite giving up a pair of well-
placed singles. 
 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/262144524/braves-prospect-ronald-acuna-named-afl-mvp/?topicid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/player/621219/alec-mills
http://m.mlb.com/player/641914/sheldon-neuse
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ESPN.com 
 

Rumor Central: Padres eyeing reunions with 
Jhoulys Chacin, Craig Stammen? 
 
Nick Ostiller 
 
The San Diego Padres are reportedly interested in bringing back a pair of veteran right-
handers next season. 
 
According to AJ Cassavell of MLB.com, the Friars are eyeing reunions with starter Jhoulys 
Chacin and reliever Craig Stammen. 
 

"Both guys expressed interest when the season ended of potentially trying to re-sign with us 
and playing in San Diego," Padres GM A.J. Preller told reporters this week at the general 
managers meetings in Orlando, per Cassavell. "From our standpoint, it's about seeing how the 
next couple weeks play out. They're two guys we have interest in bringing back." 

Chacin, 29, went 13-10 with a 3.89 ERA and a career-high 153 strikeouts in 32 starts for the 
Padres last season. His 1.79 home ERA was the fourth-lowest in Petco Park's history. 

After posting an 8.49 ERA in April, Stammen rebounded in a big way. The 33-year-old 
compiled a 2.24 ERA across the final five months of the season, pitching San Diego out of 
several jams with opposing runners on base. 

"We've got to see if we line up financially," Preller told Cassavell, who notes that both 
pitchers had enough success in 2017 to warrant multiyear deals on the open market -- 
something San Diego might be reluctant to offer as the team keeps an eye toward the future. 

Chacin earned $1.75 million last season, while Stammen made $900,000. 

 
  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/262009876/jhoulys-chacin-craig-stammen-on-padres-radar/
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30147/jhoulys-chacin
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30147/jhoulys-chacin
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
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Rumor Central: Teams inquiring about three 
Padres infielders?  
 
Josiah Turner 
 
The San Diego Padres have three players who man second and third base in Yangervis 
Solarte, Carlos Asuaje and Cory Spangenberg. 
 
According to AJ Cassavell of MLB.com, opposing teams started inquiring about all three 
players even before the GM meetings began this week. 
 
It would seem to make sense for the Padres to part ways with at least one of them, with 
infielder Christian Villanueva and prospect Luis Urias nearly ready to make an impact in the 
major leagues. 
 

Spangenberg, 26, finished 2017 with a .264 average, 13 home runs, 46 RBIs and 11 stolen 
bases. Asuaje slashed .270/.334/.362 in his first full season in San Diego. And Solarte, the 
veteran of the group, is a versatile infielder who is coming off a season in which he hit 18 
home runs. 

But there's no guarantee one of the players will be dealt, as Padres GM A.J. Preller appreciates 
the competitive nature created by having so much talent. 

"That's something that we've preached throughout the organization, is that we have to have 
depth," Preller told reporters Tuesday. "Depth creates competition, and depth creates the 
ability to listen [on trade offers] and see if you can improve the team in other areas." 
 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30898/yangervis-solarte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30898/yangervis-solarte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33892/carlos-asuaje
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32169/cory-spangenberg
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/261906538/padres-fielding-calls-on-trio-of-infielders/
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/35383/luis-urias
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ABC 10 

 

Holiday hunger hits hard in San Diego 
Food banks need extra donations during holidays 

Jared Aarons 

SAN DIEGO (KGTV) - Food banks around San Diego call the holiday season their "Super 
Bowl," as they look for enough donations to make sure everyone gets a good holiday meal. 

"People want and deserve a holiday meal," said Feeding San Diego CEO Vince Hall. 

To help with that, organizations all around San Diego will be giving away turkeys all week, 
and food banks are looking for any extra donations that people can spare. 

In National City on Monday, Mayor Ron Morrison will help hand out 500 turkeys. His office, 
thanks to donations from several local businesses, has been working with the military and 
local schools to find families in need. 

Sen. Ben Hueso will hold 7 giveaways across Senate District 40 to hand out turkeys. 

In Escondido, the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians and Supervisor Bill Horn will donate 
hundreds of full Thanksgiving meals to families in need. 

And the Padres will give away turkeys Monday at Petco Park. Former Cy Young award 
winner Randy Jones will be there to help the volunteers. 

Most of the turkey giveaways will go to preselected families. 

But they underscore a need in the community for extra help during the holidays. Hall says a 
lot of San Diegans don't realize how widespread hunger is. 

mailto:jared.aarons@10news.com
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The San Diego Hunger Coalition says 1 in 6 San Diegans (approximately 505,000 people) are 
food insecure, living below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. That includes more than 
160,000 children. 

"A lot of people think it's just the homeless population," Hall said. "In reality, that's only 10% 
of the people we serve." 

Hall said 1 in 6 people have hunger problems. That includes children, low ranking military 
and seniors on fixed incomes. 

Feeding San Diego relies on more thant 16,000 volunteers and donations throughout the year 
to help. But during the holidays, they always need more. 

ABC 10News will be holding a phone bank for Feeding San Diego on Tuesday, November 
28th. A $1 donation will provide four meals for families in need. The goal is to buy a million 
meals during the holiday season. For more information, click here. To volunteer or donate 
with Feeding San Diego, go to their website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.10news.com/monthofamillionmeals
https://feedingsandiego.org/
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FRIAR WIRE 
 

Padres On Deck: Padres Deep in Relief Pitching 
Prospects 
Maton, Torres, McGrath were rookies in the 2017 Padres bullpen 

By Bill Center 
 
Andres Munoz 

Andres Munoz hails from Los Mochis, Mexico, and won’t turn 19 until next Jan. 19. 

Oh, and the 6-foot-2, 165-pound right-handed reliever throws 100 miles an hour with some 
regularity. 

The subject today is relief pitching prospects in the Padres system and one of the first names 
that come to mind in a deep class is Munoz, who is currently wrapping up his off-season 
pitching as one of the youngest players in the Arizona Fall League. 

Munoz is far from the only reliever in an organization that last year saw Phil Maton, Jose 
Torres and Kyle McGrath reach the Padres’ bullpen from inside the organization. The Padres 
have a dozen identifiable relief prospects in the system — plus some candidates who currently 
are starting in the system. 

But Munoz clearly is among the more interesting relief prospects in the Padres system. 

His last three strikeouts in the Arizona Fall League have come on triple-digit pitches. He had 
made nine appearances in the AFL, allowing a run on four hits and two walks with 11 
strikeouts in eight 2/3 innings. Opponents are hitting .138 against Munoz in Arizona and he has 
a 0.69 WHIP (hits and walks allowed per inning). 

And that’s not the best result by a Padres’ bullpen prospect in Arizona. 
 
David Bednar 
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David Bednar, 23, the Padres’ 35th pick in the 2016 draft, had a 0.13 WHIP and a .040 
opponents’ batting average in seven appearances, allowing one run on a hit and no walks with 
seven strikeouts in seven innings. The 6-foot-1, 205-pound right-hander had a 1.13 ERA. 
 
T.J. Weir 

T.J. Weir, the third Padres prospect working exclusively out of the Javelinas’ bullpen in 
Arizona, had a 1.59 ERA in five appearances, allowing a run on four hits with five strikeouts in 
5 2/3 innings for a 0.71 WHIP and a .190 opponents’ batting average. 

Munoz spent the majority of the 2017 season with short-season Single-A Tri-City. He had a 
3.80 ERA in 21 appearances in the Northwest League with 35 strikeouts against 16 walks in 23 
2/3 innings for a 1.31 WHIP and a .176 opponents’ batting average. He also made three 
appearances with Single-A Fort Wayne where he had three strikeouts in 2 1/3 innings. 

Another interesting signee from the talented 2016 international signing class was Dauris 
Valdez of the Dominican Republic. Although slightly older at 22, the 6-foot-8, 221-pound 
right-hander is a power pitcher who also divided his first season in the United States between 
Tri-City and Fort Wayne. Between the two stops, Valdez pitched 34 1/3 innings in 17 
appearances, allowing 14 runs (3.67 ERA) on 27 hits and 12 walks with 45 strikeouts. 

Bednar split last season between Fort Wayne — 1.87 ERA in 24 appearances with 50 strikeouts 
against 11 walks in 33 2/3 innings — and Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. He had a 3.58 
ERA in 21 appearances with the Storm with 31 strikeouts against nine walks in 27 2/3 innings. 
Bednar also had 12 saves. 

The 6-foot, 205-pound Weir, 27, was a 17th-round pick in the 2014 draft. He divided the 2017 
regular season between Lake Elsinore and Double-A San Antonio with a combined 46 outings. 
He allowed 18 earned runs on 62 hits and 20 walks with 79 strikeouts in 77 1/3 innings for a 
2.09 ERA and a 1.06 WHIP. 
 
Brad Wieck 

One of the more interesting Padres relief candidates is 26-year-old left-hander Brad Wieck. By 
Monday, the Padres must decide to protect Wieck on the 40-man roster or expose him to next 
month’s Rule 5 draft. Wieck spent most of the 2017 season at San Antonio where he had a 
2.64 ERA in 31 appearances with 51 strikeouts in 30 2/3 innings. He had a 10.29 ERA in nine 
appearances with Triple-A El Paso. 
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A season-long member of the San Antonio bullpen is one of the more interesting relief 
candidates in the Padres organization. 
 
Trey Wingenter 

Six-foot-8, 200-pound right-hander Trey Wingenter was a 17th-round pick in the 2015 draft 
out of Auburn University. The 23-year-old had a 2.45 ERA in 49 appearances with the 
Missions last summer with a 1.09 WHIP and a .193 opponents’ batting average while striking 
out 64 against 19 walks in 47 2/3 innings. Wingenter led the Padres system with 20 saves in 26 
opportunities. 

Another closer to note is 24-year-old Colby Blueberg, who has made appeared at the California 
League All-Star Game in both 2016 and 2017 as a member of the Lake Elsinore Storm. 
Blueberg was 7–2 with 10 saves and a 2.85 ERA in 45 appearances with Lake Elsinore in 
2017. He had 74 strikeouts in 60 innings with a 1.25 WHIP and a .224 opponents’ batting 
average. 

Five other interesting Padres bullpen prospects are playing winter ball. 
 
Eric Yardley 

Submarining, six-foot right-hander Eric Yardley leads the Dominican Republic Winter League 
in appearances with 16, allowing three runs (one earned) on 12 hits and three walks with seven 
strikeouts in 16 2/3 innings for a 0.54 ERA, a 0.96 WHIP and a .197 opponents’ batting 
average. Yardley, 27, has been in the Padres system since 2013. Yardley spent the majority of 
2017 at San Antonio, where he was 3–1 with six saves and a 2.05 ERA in 61 1/3 innings over 
44 appearances. He had a 1.04 WHIP and a .227 opponents’ batting average. Yardley also had 
a 2.00 ERA in five appearances with El Paso. 

Hansel Rodriguez’s stock got a boost last summer after the 6-foot-2, 170-pound right-hander 
was moved from the rotation to the bullpen at Tri-City. The 20-year-old Rodriguez was a top-
30 prospect when the Padres acquired him from Toronto in the July 26, 2016 trade for Melvin 
Upton Jr. 

Right-hander Gerardo Reyes, 23, has a 2.61 ERA in 12 appearances this winter while pitching 
in his native Mexico. Reyes was 3–3 with five saves and a 2.63 ERA in 47 appearances for 
Lake Elsinore last season. He had 65 strikeouts in 6 1 1/3 innings. 
 
Jose Ruiz 
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Converted catcher Jose Ruiz also spent 2017 with the Storm, although he made one emergency 
appearance with the Padres in July, issuing a walk with a strikeout in an inning. The 23-year-
old Venezuelan was 1–2 with the Storm with a 5.98 ERA in 44 appearances in his first full 
season as a pitcher. 

Six-foot-4, 200-pound, left-hander Jose Castillo, 21, made 47 appearances between Lake 
Elsinore and San Antonio last season. He had a 2.88 ERA at the two levels, allowing 46 hits 
and 26 walks with 59 strikeouts in 56 1/3 innings. 

Two other relievers of note pitched with Tri-City in 2017 after coming out of the past two 
drafts as 13th-round picks. 

Chula Vista native Fred Schlichtholz, 22, was the Padres’ 13th-round pick in 2017 out of 
Fresno State. The 6-foot-3, 215-pound left-hander had a 0.81 ERA, 1.12 WHIP and .200 
opponents’ batting average in 16 appearances. He had 23 strikeouts. 

Six-foot-four right-hander Jose Galindo, 22, had a 0.00 ERA in 11 appearances with Tri-City 
with 29 strikeouts in 15 1/3 innings. The New Mexico State product had a 0.72 WHIP and .100 
opponents’ batting average. 
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