
Anderson, 'pen impress despite walk-off loss 
Indians relievers nearly complete 'bullpen no-hitter' vs. Astros 
By Chris Abshire / Special to MLB.com | May 11th, 2016 + 2 COMMENTS 
HOUSTON -- It's not often you hear the losing pitcher's night described as "outstanding," especially when he was on the mound as the other 
team walked it off. 
 
That was Cody Anderson's fate in Wednesday's 5-3, 16-inning loss to the Astros, as the starter-turned-last-resort reliever shut Houston down 
for three innings before Marwin Gonzalez took him deep to end the game. 
"You always set out to win the game and you get that deep into a game and it hurts when you lose, but he threw the ball really well," Indians 
manager Terry Francona said. "You get into an extra-inning game on the road, you're a pitch away from going home and that hurts. But I'm 
really pleased with the way he attacked with his pitches." 
Anderson's valiant effort in an unusual role was just one amongst a slew of impressive relief innings. It bordered on absurd by the four-hour 
mark of the game. Cleveland utilized all eight bullpen arms and two starters over the course of the 16 innings, and even combined no-hit 
Houston for 8 2/3 frames. 
But Anderson was at the center of it and also the last straw. The team had already decided on Tuesday it was moving Anderson's impending 
start to next Monday, based on some leg cramps in last Saturday's outing. 
Francona even said they put the righty down in the bullpen during Tuesday and Wednesday's game just to "relax a little bit … be one of the 
guys." They thought Anderson was putting too much pressure on himself. He had a 7.56 ERA in five starts entering this week. 
If he was going to get an inning of work in relief, the plan was for a blowout or a low-stress game. Then, Francona thought, Anderson could just 
"let it eat" out there. 
Anderson didn't have that luxury on Wednesday, but he answered the bell despite moving to 0-3. 
"[Pitching coach Mickey Callaway] and I were talking and from the things we were talking to him about, just watching him come out and attack, 
it'll serve him well," manager Terry Francona said. 
Added Anderson: "I'm just out there competing. It's a different situation, but it's still the same thing. I just have to get outs. Unfortunately today, 
they wanted me to win and I didn't come through." 
That was debatable, as teammates and Francona certainly weren't pinning this one at any one player. After all, it was a collective bullpen effort 
just to reach the 16th, and it was all hands on deck anyway after Danny Salazar's command struggles limited him to five innings. 
"It was amazing, it was a really long game," Salazar said. "I feel like I pitched yesterday. That was awesome, though. Cody, who wasn't even 
supposed to pitch today, he made that sacrifice there and he saved a few arms." 
It was ultimately a footnote to a loss, but it was encouraging for Anderson and the bullpen alike. 
After all, Francona said, there's only so much you can ask of anybody five hours into a game. 
"A lot of guys [came through]," he said. "You start asking a lot. You worry about the concentration, and I thought our guys did a good job of 
holding that. 
"We played a clean game but you just get into a game where if you make a mistake, you'd like to be the home team." 
 
Indians come up short in 16 innings 
By Brian McTaggart and Chris Abshire / MLB.com | May 11th, 2016 + 87 COMMENTS 
HOUSTON -- Marwin Gonzalez lined the first pitch he saw from Indians pitcher Cody Anderson into the right-field seats for a two-out walk-off 
home run in the 16th inning that sent the Astros to a 5-3 marathon win Wednesday afternoon at Minute Maid Park. 
 
The third-longest game in the history of Minute Maid Park saw the teams combine to use 18 pitchers who threw 489 pitches. Anderson, a 
starter, was pressed into duty after the Indians used their entire relief corps. Michael Feliz threw three scoreless innings for his first big league 
win for Houston. 
"I just tried to put the ball in play," said Gonzalez, whose two-run shot was only the second non-solo homer of his career. "It was a tough day for 
everybody to play. It was hard to make contact." 
Gonzalez ended his Major League-record streak of 25 solo shots to begin his career on May 6 against the Mariners. 
The Astros set season-highs for walks (12) and runners left on base (17), but came through in the clutch hit for their first walk-off win to cap a 6-
4 homestand. 
"It''s a shame for either team to lose that type of game," Astros manager A.J. Hinch said. "It would have been more of a shame had we lost it, 
but what a game. The entire back half of that game I'm thinking back to the first inning bases loaded, the second inning bases loaded, the fourth 
inning bases loaded. The first three innings were incredible amount of base runners we didn't take advantage of it, and when you're in this tight 
game it's impossible not to think about it." 
The Indians forced extra innings by tying the game in the ninth inning. Mike Napoli doubled with one out and scored the tying run on a Carlos 
Santana triple. Astros closer Luke Gregerson had converted his previous 16 save chances since Aug. 12 of last year. 
• Astros' Feliz turning heads in relief role 
Astros shortstop Carlos Correa made an extraordinary short-hop play to prevent the go-ahead run from scoring in the top of the ninth inning on 
a ball hit by Marlon Byrd while drawn in with the game knotted at 3, and with Santana on third. 
The Astros squandered early scoring chances before coming through with a pair of clutch hits to take the lead. Correa tied the game with an 
RBI single in the sixth, and Preston Tucker's two-out RBI single in the seventh put them ahead, 3-2. 
Anderson, typically a starter, took the loss and fell to 0-3 on the season. Cleveland wrapped up a brief road trip losing two of three in Houston 
and fell to 16-15. The Indians have yet to be more than two games above .500 this season. 
"You get into an extra-inning game on the road, you're a pitch away from going home and that hurts," said Cleveland manager Terry Francona. 
"But I'm really pleased with the way [Anderson] attacked with his pitches." 
Santana's game-tying triple 



MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Clutch hits come late: The Astros were 0-for-8 with runners in scoring position before Correa shot a two-out single up the middle in the sixth to 
score Jose Altuve from second to tie the game. The Astros squandered scoring chances early against Indians starter Danny Salazar, stranding 
eight batters in the first three innings, including the bases loaded in the first and second innings. They stranded a season-high 17 runners and 
didn't have a hit between the seventh and 16th innings. 
"We got through their whole bullpen to where they had to bring a starter ... In that regard, I felt like our guys hung in there." More > 
Waiting them out: For much of the first nine innings, the Indians used a classic bend-don't-break style on the mound. You don't reach that 17 
left-on-base mark without a whole lot of walks -- 12 in total. But from the seventh inning on, Cleveland nearly tossed the equivalent of a 
combined full-game no-hitter until Correa's 16th-inning leadoff single. Using all eight relievers and starter-turned-last resort Anderson, they 
cobbled together 8 2/3 innings of ultimately fruitless clean work. Anderson was valiant in an unusual role, yet Cleveland has still lost all six 
games in which he's pitched. 
"I'm just out there competing," Anderson said. "It's a different situation, but it's still the same thing. I just have to get outs. Unfortunately today, 
they wanted me to win and I didn't come through." More > 
Fister delivers again: Astros starter Doug Fister gave the Astros his fifth consecutive quality start by holding the Indians to two runs and six hits 
while issuing no walks in a season-high seven innings. He recorded 14 ground ball outs and needed only 89 pitches. In 20 innings in three May 
starts, he's allowed six earned runs and 16 hits. 
"It's where I want to be right now, but obviously still some things I want to clean up," Fister said. 
Salazar no star: The box score might end up looking at least acceptable for Salazar, but it was a dramatic step down in form after a consistent 
start to 2016. The right-hander walked five batters in the first three innings. He put as many men on base Wednesday as he had in his previous 
14 2/3 innings of two-run ball over two starts. Though Houston only tagged him for the lone run, he upped his WHIP by 0.15 points in an 
inefficient 106-pitch effort. 
"I was overheated early," Salazar said. "I had a lot of adrenaline and was excited to go out there and try to get outs. I had all of those walks and 
then I got out of trouble, but I tried to settle down a little bit… I was pulling to my left side when I was throwing the ball, instead of going down. It 
was a battle and I had to deal with it." 
QUOTABLE 
"It's hard when you're the catcher and you're catching 16 innings. I'm sure he's exhausted. He hit some balls on the nose early last night -- well, 
it was today, but it seems like last night." -- Francona, on Yan Gomes' long 0-for-7 day 
"What a great atmosphere for us. You go from having minimal energy to an adrenaline rush that can only come at home when you get a walk-
off against a really good team, a really good pitcher, a really good pitching staff and we walk out of here feeling a little bit better about 
ourselves," -- Hinch, on his team's 16-inning win 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Springer's home run in the fourth inning was the 1,500th hit by the Astros in the regular season and post-season at Minute Maid Park.He also 
hit the 1,400th by the Astros at Minute Maid Park last year. More > 
REPLAY REVIEW 
Cleveland manager Terry Francona successfully challenged a play at first base in the seventh inning. With two outs and a man on, Jose Altuve 
knocked a grounder up the middle and was ruled safe at first on a bang-bang play, though he looked out in real time. Replay overturned the 
safe call in just 54 seconds. 
Francona was also successful on another challenge in the top of the 16th inning, when Marlon Byrd was ruled out at first for the second out of a 
would-be 3-6-3 double play. Replay reviews clearly showed Byrd beating the throw, and the call was reversed. 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: Cleveland gets a day off before a tough two-week stretch of 14 games in 13 days, starting with the Twins at home on Friday at 7:10 
p.m. ET. Josh Tomlin (5-0, 3.72 ERA) starts for the Indians. Minnesota did rough him up the last time the two teams met, as Tomlin allowed five 
runs (four earned) in 5 1/3 innings on April 27. 
Astros: Dallas Keuchel (2-4, 4.70 ERA) takes the mound in the series opener against the Red Sox at 6:10 p.m. CT Thursday at Fenway Park. 
Keuchel is looking for his first win since April 15, when he beat the Tigers with eight scoreless innings. In four starts since, he's 0-3 with a 6.94 
ERA, allowing 34 hits in 23 1/3 innings. 
 
 
Frazier, Bradley and Sheffield among top prospect performers Wednesday 
By William Boor / MLB.com | 2:11 AM ET + 0 COMMENTS 
• Clint Frazier continues to rack up the hits as the No. 24 prospect in all of baseball extended his hitting streak to five games with a 2-for-4 
performance Wednesday afternoon in Double-A Akron's 9-8 win in 10 innings. Frazier, the Indians' No. 2 prospect, tripled and drove in three 
runs -- his second three-RBI game this season. 
• Setting a new season-high for strikeouts is impressive and doing it against the loaded Salem Red Sox lineup stands out even more, which is 
exactly what Indians' No. 5 prospect Justus Sheffield did. The left-hander, who is baseball's No. 100 overall prospect, struck out seven and 
gave up one earned run in six innings for Class A Advanced Lynchburg against a lineup that features the top three prospects in Boston's 
system. Sheffield may have been so comfortable on the mound because he was pitching with a two-run lead. Bobby Bradley, the Indians' No. 3 
prospect, hit a two-run homer in the top of the first to give the Hillcats an early cushion. Baseball's No. 89 overall prospect leads the Carolina 
League in homers with eight and RBIs with 35. 
 



#TBT: Rare feat not lost on Asdrubal 
By Anthony DiComo / MLB.com | 12:00 AM ET + 0 COMMENTS 
In the moment, Asdrubal Cabrera did not entirely comprehend what he had accomplished. The date was eight years ago to the day, May 12, 
2008, and Cabrera had just completed an unassisted triple play -- one of baseball's rarest individual feats -- without much pomp or 
circumstance. As Cabrera left the field, unwitting, he threw the ball into the stands. 
 
There have been 295 no-hitters in baseball history and 23 perfect games. Three hundred and nine times, a player has hit for the cycle. Sixteen 
players have hit four homers in a game; 70 more have collected a half-dozen hits. But over well more than a century of Major League Baseball, 
just 15 players have completed an unassisted triple play. Only one has turned the trick since Cabrera did so eight years ago Thursday. 
In retrospect, the rarity is not lost on Cabrera. At the time, he had no idea. 
"It happened so fast," Cabrera said. "The only thing that I remember is that I threw the ball to the fans." 
• Rare feats: Unassisted triple plays 
What actually went down is this: Stuck in a scoreless second game of a doubleheader against the Blue Jays, Indians pitcher Cliff Lee allowed 
consecutive singles to Kevin Mench and Marco Scutaro to open the fifth. Both runners went in motion as Lee delivered his second pitch to the 
next batter, Lyle Overbay, who hit a looping line drive toward second base. Because Cabrera was already headed in that direction to cover 
second base, snaring the ball was easy. Outs two and three were even simpler, Cabrera needing only to step on second base to double up 
Mench, then take a few steps forward to tag Scutaro for the triple play. 
The only unassisted triple play since came Aug. 23, 2009, when second baseman Eric Bruntlett completed the feat in the ninth inning to help 
the Phillies top the Mets in New York. 
As he ran off the field, Cabrera knew he had done something important, but he thought about it mostly in context of trying to win the game. In 
part because the celebration in his own dugout was so short-lived, with his team preparing to hit, he didn't realize just how special the moment 
was until a mob of media descended on him afterward. 
"That was when I was thinking, 'Oh, I made a great play,'" Cabrera said, laughing. 
These days, Cabrera takes pride mostly in the fact that he remains the only Venezuelan big leaguer to turn an unassisted triple play. It has 
been years since the now-Mets shortstop last watched video of it, though he does still wonder where the ball might be. 
"Oh, yeah, absolutely," Cabrera said when asked if he wished he had it in his collection. "But there was nothing I could do. … For me, all that 
stuff's in the past." 
 
Minor nicks keep Ramirez out of starting lineup 
By Chris Abshire / Special to MLB.com | May 11th, 2016 + 1 COMMENT 
HOUSTON -- Though none of it appears to be particularly serious, Indians outfielder Jose Ramirez has a host of nicks and bruises on his 
hands. 
 
Ramirez wasn't in the starting lineup for Wednesday's 5-3, 16-inning loss to the Astros at Minute Maid Park thanks to a sore right wrist and 
some minor cuts on his left fingers. However, Ramirez did appear as a pinch-runner in the eighth inning on Wednesday for Juan Uribe, and 
remained in the game at third base and ended up going 0-for-3 at the plate. 
 
Tomlin's six innings of work 1:07 
By Chris Abshire / Special to MLB.com | May 11th, 2016 + 1 COMMENT 
The Indians begin a stretch where they play 14 games in 13 days across four different cities with Friday's series opener against the Twins at 
Progressive Field. 
 
The Twins took two out of three from the Indians at Target Field April 25-27. 
Josh Tomlin (5-0, 3.72 ERA), who gets the start for the Indians, has pitched at least five innings in all five starts this season. Minnesota did get 
to him on April 27, though. Tomlin was knocked out of the game after 5 1/3 innings, allowing five runs (four earned) and six hits in Cleveland's 
6-5 win. 
The Twins will go with righty Ricky Nolasco, who has reached the sixth inning in each of his five starts this season. He is coming off a rocky 
outing, however, as the White Sox touched him up for seven runs (five earned) on May 6. 
Things to know about this game 
• Tomlin is 3-4 all time against the Twins in 11 appearances, and he has a 6.00 ERA while allowing nine home runs in 51 innings. 
• Twins first baseman Joe Mauer made his second straight start at leadoff hitter against the Orioles on Wednesday, and is expected to remain 
in that role for the three-game series against the Indians. Mauer went 2-for-3 with a walk on Wednesday, and has a .424 on-base percentage 
that leads the American League. 
• This is the first of just two series against divisional foes for Cleveland between May 9 and June 12. 
 
Indians lose to Astros in 16 innings 
by Associated Press - The Chronicle-Telegram 
HOUSTON — After Cody Anderson’s start was pushed back this week because of Cleveland’s off day today, manager Terry Francona said the 
right-hander might make an appearance out of the bullpen. 
It’s safe to say Francona didn’t envision having to use Anderson after he’d exhausted all his relievers through 12 innings of what ended up a 
16-inning game against the Houston Astros on Wednesday. 
Marwin Gonzalez hit a two-run homer off Anderson (0-3) in the 16th to give the Astros a 5-3 win. 
Carlos Correa reached on an infield single to start the inning, Houston’s first hit since the seventh. One out later, Gonzalez sent one into the 
seats in right field to hand Houston its third victory in five games. 



“You get into an extra-inning game on the road, you’re a pitch away from going home,” Francona said. “That hurts, but really pleased with the 
way he attacked with his pitches. … He’s going to be OK.” 
Michael Feliz (1-0) allowed one hit in three scoreless innings for the win. 
Anderson yielded two hits, two runs and struck out four over 31 3 innings in his first career relief appearance. 
“Different situation but still the same thing. Just have to get outs,” he said. “Unfortunately today, they wanted me to win and I didn’t come 
through.” 
Francona wasn’t worried about leaving Anderson out there too long because he’s a starter who is scheduled to go for the Indians on Monday. 
“He’s fine,” Francona said. “He could have pitched for a while.” 
The game matched Washington’s 6-5 victory over Minnesota on April 24 for the longest in the majors this season. 
The teams combined to use 18 pitchers who threw 489 pitches in an endurance test that lasted five hours and nine minutes. Cleveland used 
nine relievers after starter Danny Salazar was replaced after five innings. Houston sent out seven relievers after Doug Fister was lifted to start 
the eighth. 
The Indians fanned 18 and walked 12, both season highs. 
“I feel like I pitched yesterday,” Salazar said. “That was awesome, though. Cody wasn’t even supposed to pitch today. He made that sacrifice 
there and he saved a few arms.” 
Houston went 2-for-15 with runners in scoring position and left a season-high 17 on base. 
The Indians got a pair of singles in the 10th and one in the 11th, 13th and 16th but stranded all those runners. 
Cleveland’s Mike Napoli doubled with one out in the ninth and scored on a triple by Carlos Santana that rolled up Tal’s Hill in center field to tie it 
at 3 and send the game to extra innings. 
Jason Kipnis tied a career high with five hits and had an RBI, and Napoli hit a solo home run to put Cleveland up 2-0 in the fourth. 
The Astros had plenty of baserunners early but weren’t able to score until George Springer’s solo homer in the fourth inning. They tied it in the 
sixth on an RBI single by Correa. 
Preston Tucker’s RBI single put Houston up 3-2 in the seventh, but the Astros didn’t get another hit until Correa’s in the 16th. 
Springer snapped an 0-for-12 skid when he hit Houston’s 1,500th home run at Minute Maid park, a solo shot off Salazar that cut the lead to 2-1 
with two outs in the fourth. Jose Altuve doubled with two outs in the sixth before a walk by Springer. The single by Correa sent 
Altuve home to tie it at 2. 
Brantley update 
Michael Brantley, coming off shoulder surgery in November, was feeling better after getting a day off Tuesday. Brantley was also off 
Wednesday and Francona said the outfielder will be re-evaluated Friday after the team’s day off to see if he’s ready to return to the lineup. 
Up next 
Indians: Josh Tomlin (5-0, 3.72 ERA) starts the opener of a home series against Minnesota on Friday. Tomlin has won each of his last six starts 
dating to last season, and 12 of 14 decisions. 
Astros: Last year’s AL Cy Young Award winner, Dallas Keuchel (2-4, 4.70), tries to get back on track tonight in Boston after four tough starts. 
Keuchel hasn’t won since April 15, going 0-3 with a 6.94 ERA since then. He’ll face another struggling ace in Red Sox lefty David Price (4-1, 
6.75), the 2012 AL Cy Young winner. 
 
Marlon Byrd on His Career Arc and Mechanics 
by David Laurila - May 11, 2016/FanGraphs 
Marlon Byrd has been around. Drafted by the Phillies out of Georgia Tech in 1999, the 38-year-old outfielder is in his 15th big-league season. 
The Indians, who inked him to a contract in March, are his 10th team. 
Byrd has never been a star, but he’s had a solid career. His slash line over 6,066 plate appearances is .275/.329/.429 and he’s recorded 504 
extra-base hits, including 156 home runs. 
Eno Sarris wrote about Byrd a year ago this month, largely through the lens of former teammate Justin Turner. Last week, I caught up to Bryd 
to get his own perspective on the notable adjustment he made in 2013, and the overall arc of his career. 
——— 
Byrd on playing at age 38: “What’s different is that I have more confidence and a higher baseball IQ. It’s knowing instead of trying to figure 
out. It’s the same process as far as the way I go about my work. I’m just better at it now, because I have more experience. 
“Baseball isn’t harder because of the way I feel. That’s not the way it works. Of course, I can’t run like I used to. Coming out here and feeling 
great like I did at the age of 25… that’s not going to happen. With age, you slow down and have a regression. But you can slow that regression 
down with how you work out, how you take care of yourself, how you get your rest, your supplementation and all that. 
“I don’t go out there and feel like I’m 38. There’s a difference. If you talk to David Ortiz, he’s not going to tell you he feels exactly the same as 
when he was 30. But he knows what the pitchers are trying to do. He can see what pitchers are tipping. You do your homework in other ways. 
“I don’t think you ever ‘get it.’ You can get better mentally — you can have a better idea of what you’re doing — but as far as ‘getting it’… that 
doesn’t really happen. Maybe you do if you’re Barry Bonds. I’m never going to say ‘I’ve got it.’ I will say I have a better understanding than I did 
when I was 23-24.” 
On why he’s been better in some seasons than others: “It’s mechanics and understanding. I lost my mechanics in 2012 and hit .210 with 
one homer. The year before I got hit in the face, so I didn’t really get the at-bats I wanted. The year before that I made the All-Star team. From 
2007 to 2009, I changed my mechanics because of Rudy Jaramillo, my hitting coach. Prior to that, from 2004 to 2006, I was searching. 
“From 2013 to 2015, my numbers were 20-plus homers. I changed my mechanics, which made it easier. I understood my swing better. The 
process never changes. If you’re not trying to get better, you’ll be out of the game.” 
On losing his mechanics in 2012: “It happened because I was working on the wrong thing. It was as simple as that. I was working on staying 
back and trying to get on top of the ball. That’s not the way we actually hit. To get backspin, you have to hit the bottom of the ball and be on the 
same plane as the ball, to get the ball in the air. I was working on hitting hard line drives and hitting hard ground balls. 



“Now I’m working to hit line drives and balls in the air. To do that, you have to have the right mechanics. You can’t stay back. You can’t have 
your front hip coming out, because you’re staying back. You have to stay through the ball and have that first move to the ball linear instead of 
rotational. 
“I wasn’t wanting to do what I was doing. I was trying to stay through the ball, but again, it was the old-school thinking of hitting, as far as ‘get on 
top; let the ball get deep and get on top.’ When I was doing that, and doing it correctly… but it was the wrong swing, so I wasn’t getting any 
results. What I was doing before… if you look at my swings, I was actually catching the ball out further. I was making a more linear move as far 
as my first move to the ball instead of rotational.” 
On making the mechanical correction: “To fix something, you have to go to the right person. I started working with Doug Latta, who works at 
The Ballyard. He gave me different ideas about hitting and it started working. This was an offseason thing in 2012, when I went to winter ball, all 
the way through 2013. 
“You have to get rid of the bad mechanics you’ve developed, and it can be hard to get rid of bad mechanics. But once you fix them… you hear 
about pitchers throwing 90-92 and all of a sudden they get their mechanics back and they’re throwing 95-96.Scott Kazmir was 88, then he was 
92-94 again because he fixed his mechanics. 
“Guys go through spells where their mechanics just aren’t right. It can be mental. It can be physical. There can be something wrong with your 
knees, something wrong with your back. Some guys may have just been working on the wrong thing for so long that it takes awhile to get out of 
them. Some people are just stubborn and won’t change.” 
On his mindset following the 2012 struggles: “I assumed that it was because of age. You start getting older and I thought I had to cheat to 
get to pitches. I didn’t think I had it anymore, and the game had passed me. But again, I was incorrect. Mechanics were the whole thing. Once I 
changed that, everything started making more sense. It wasn’t easy, but it got easier than it was. 
“Again, there is a regression that happens. But it’s not as though you have to go from hitting .290 to .210. That’s what I did. When that happens, 
you start thinking, ‘Maybe I need a shorter bat,’ or ‘Maybe I need to work out less and get more sleep.’ But it’s not that. You need to get your 
mechanics right and you have to really focus on getting everything better. Anything you did know, you kind of throw out for a little bit and then 
bring back the things you know work.” 
On his future: “I’m taking it year by year. I have this year with this team and we’ll see what happens, and I’ll go from there. I’m not sure what 
happens after I’m done, but what I’d love to do is to be a head coach at a university, so I have to go back and get my master’s. I have 23 more 
credit hours for my undergrad, at Georgia Tech, and I’ll have to do that first. That’s my plan. Finish school, get my master’s, and go from there.” 
 
How the grandmother of Cleveland Indians reliever Dan Otero faked her identity, escaped Cuba and provided for a family of athletes 
Zack Meisel, cleveland.com  
HOUSTON -- Thank goodness for the other Dolores Otero. 
At family gatherings, Dan Otero's grandmother sits in her chair, her throne, right in the middle of the room. Relatives occupy seats all around 
her. 
Dolores Otero turned 95 earlier this month. She still drives a Honda Accord, though her family limits her driving radius. She uses the elliptical 
machine. She chats with her grandchildren and her great-grandchildren on FaceTime. 
And whenever the family reunites, whether it's Christmas in Miami or Thanksgiving in Arizona, she tells stories. One tale, in particular, stands 
out. It's the one that explains how the Oteros reside in the U.S., how Dan pitches for the Cleveland Indians, how his father, aunt and uncle 
flourished in swim meets at Princeton University. 
It's the story that paved the way for the family to get to this living room and get Dolores to her royal seat. Gather 'round. This one still 
mesmerizes Dan, even though he's heard it many times. 
Dolores and her husband elected to take the greatest risk of their lives in 1960. The couple had three children: two boys and a girl. Dan's father, 
Jorge, was the middle child. 
"It was the year after [Fidel] Castro took over and they had heard rumblings about the Bay of Pigs," Otero said. "My grandmother wanted to get 
them out of there. ... [My father] was coming home from school saying how Communism was great. He was [9 or 10] years old. And she's like, 
'Oh, boy. We need to get out of here.'" 
At the time, denizens of Cuba could fly to the U.S., but Cuba enforced strict no-fly lists for those with valued professions. Dolores was a math 
teacher. Her husband, Alberto, was an engineer. Both were prohibited from flying. 
So, they faked their identities. 
As the family was boarding the plane, a voice came over the airport loudspeaker. 
"We're looking for Dolores Otero." 
"The Cuban military is in the airport," Otero said. "But some other lady goes, 'I'm Dolores Otero.' Just happenstance, there was another Dolores 
Otero at the airport." 
The family safely reached Florida. They settled near the town of Hialeah, an area they had visited previously for swim meets. 
"It's crazy," Dan said. "I'm proud to be a part of [their family]." 
What would have happened had they been caught? 
"We don't really talk about that," Dan said. "We don't dive into that too much." 
No one in the family has returned to Cuba. Jorge remembers the house in which he grew up. It sat right on the beach, where he and his siblings 
learned to swim. He can recall how players from the Yankees and Orioles ventured to the area for winter ball. he has shown his children photos 
of his old neighborhood, where he played baseball in the streets. 
Swimming was their calling, however. Dolores' three children were members of the swim team while attending college. Dan, on the other hand, 
prefers to stay on land. 
"They threw me in the pool and I sank to the bottom," he quipped. 
Dolores and Alberto did make it to Dan's little league games, years before he pitched for the Giants, A's and Indians. 
"They were always there, watching their grandkids play and yelling at us if we didn't do well," he said, laughing. 
If it weren't for them -- and for the other Dolores Otero -- who knows if they would have had the chance? 



"The sacrifices she made for my dad, aunt and uncle -- they took full advantage of it," Otero said. "It worked out for them. That same work ethic 
was instilled in me and my sister and my brother. It's something I'm very proud of and is something I hope to instill in my kids." 
 

16 observations on Cody Anderson, Yan Gomes and more following Cleveland Indians' 16-inning marathon: Zack Meisel's musings 

Zack Meisel, cleveland.com By Zack Meisel, cleveland.comEmail the author | on May 11, 2016 at 9:00 PM, updated May 11, 2016 at 9:22 PM 

HOUSTON -- Rajai Davis looked around the Indians' clubhouse on Wednesday morning and made eye contact with those nearby. 

"Thank you for coming to see the show today," he said to a couple of reporters. 

At that point, Davis had no idea that "the show" would entail 16 innings, 18 pitchers and 489 pitches. Perhaps he was talking about Marlon 
Byrd's pre-game umpiring practice with Orbit, the Astros' mascot. 

Here are 16 thoughts following the Indians' marathon against the Astros. 

1. Into the fire: The Indians would have been content had Cody Anderson spent a few days in the bullpen, yucking it up with the club's relievers, 
but not taking the hill. Anderson would have tossed a side session later this week and would start on Monday against the Reds. 

The Indians also didn't foresee a 16-inning affair in their near future. Anderson logged 3 1/3 innings out of the pen on Wednesday. He retired 
the first nine batters he faced before he served up a single and Marwin Gonzalez's walk-off home run. 

2. Last line of defense: Anderson was the guy for the duration of the game. The Indians had no alternatives. 

"I wasn't getting tired or anything," he said. 

Anderson threw 39 pitches. Pitching coach Mickey Callaway said the right-hander is still scheduled for a Monday start. 

3. So close: The Indians' bullpen had held Houston hitless for eight straight innings prior to the decisive 16th frame. Anderson was responsible 
for three of those eight innings. 

"It hurts when you lose, but he threw the ball really well," said manager Terry Francona. "From the things we were talking to him about, just 
watching him come out and attack, it'll serve him well. He's going to be just fine. You get into an extra-inning game on the road, you're a pitch 
away from going home and that hurts. But I'm really pleased with the way he attacked with his pitches." 

Francona assesses Anderson's outing Indians manager Terry Francona discusses Cody Anderson's relief outing. 

4. New role: Anderson's last relief outing came on April 10, 2012, in his first career appearance at Class A Lake County. 

"It's a different situation, but it's still the same thing," Anderson said. "I just have to get outs. Unfortunately today, I didn't come through. It's in 
the past and we're going to move forward." 

5. The usual suspects: Those accustomed to pitching in high-leverage situations, Bryan Shaw and Cody Allen, fared well on Wednesday. Shaw 
set down all four batters he faced. Over his last eight outings, he has blanked the opposition on two hits across 8 2/3 innings. 

6. All hands on deck: The circumstances allowed Francona to deploy Tommy Hunter, Joba Chamberlain, Kyle Crockett and Dan Otero in 
meaningful moments as well. Chamberlain overmatched the Astros in his quick inning of work, as he tallied two strikeouts and lowered his ERA 
to 0.79. Otero mowed down Houston in order on only 10 pitches. 

Indians fall short, 5-3, in 16 innings 

7. Veteran move: Hunter made his fifth appearance with the Tribe. He squandered the club's 2-1 advantage in the sixth inning, as he 
surrendered a game-tying single to Carlos Correa with two outs. Following the game, Hunter told cleveland.com that he deserved blame for the 
loss, as he said Anderson never should have had to pitch in the first place. 

8. Tito shuffle: Francona prefers not to carry a designated long reliever. He wants to be able to turn to particular pitchers at certain junctures. 

"We like the idea of pitching our guys when we think they fit, for the matchup or depending on rest," Francona said. "We gave up a couple runs 
here and there, but we don't run away from anybody and that's a good feeling." 

9. Long day: Davis, Francisco Lindor and Yan Gomes each went hitless in seven trips to the plate. Gomes is in a tailspin, as he now owns a 
.158/.190/.295 slash line this season. 

"It's hard when you're the catcher and you're catching 16 innings," Francona said. "I'm sure he's exhausted. He's hit some balls on the nose 
early last night, well today, but it seems like last night. He'll be OK. He's a tough kid. It was a tough day for a few guys." 

10. Rough stretch: Gomes is hitless in his last 20 at-bats. Over his last 11 games, he is 2-for-42 with two walks and 11 strikeouts. 

11. Change up: Francona said he considered replacing Gomes with Chris Gimenez at one point during Wednesday's game, "just to have some 
fresh legs." He opted against the switch because he wanted to keep Gomes' arm behind the plate. 

12. Heat index: The roof was closed for the third straight day at Minute Maid Park, but Tribe starter Danny Salazar still felt overheated at the 
beginning of his outing. After he escaped a bases-loaded, no-out jam, he retreated to the clubhouse and placed a cold towel and ice on his 
head. He also removed the shirt he normally wears under his uniform. The temperature at first pitch was 73 degrees, but Salazar apparently felt 
the heat. 

"It was too hot," Salazar said. "It was a battle." 

13. Wild and out: Salazar walked six and struck out 10 in five innings of work. He threw 106 pitches, but only 54 for strikes. 

"I was pulling to the side a little bit, to my left side when I was throwing the ball, instead of going down," he said. "It was a battle and I had to 
deal with it." 



14. A little help from his friends: Every so often, a Tribe infielder visited with Salazar to permit him to catch his breath. Jason Kipnis made 
several slow treks to the mound. 

"It was to give me a little breather so I could take a little more time and try to focus," said Salazar, who dealt with traffic on the basepaths all 
afternoon. 

15. Hit or miss: In 42 2/3 innings this season, Salazar has yielded only 22 hits. He has, however, issued 22 free passes. Francona said Salazar 
was "really erratic" on Wednesday, when the righty established a career high with six walks. Salazar has racked up 53 strikeouts this season, 
which ranks him one behind Tampa Bay's Chris Archer for the American League lead. 

16. Five spot: Kipnis notched his second career five-hit performance. His first such feat came on Aug. 10, 2011. Tony Sipp was Kipnis' 
teammate that day. On Wednesday, Kipnis registered his fifth single of the game off of the left-handed reliever. 
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Three Cleveland Indians 0-for-7 in brutal loss at Houston Astros: DMan's Report, Game 31  

Dennis Manoloff, The Plain Dealer By Dennis Manoloff, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Marwin Gonzalez hit a two-run homer with one out in the 16th inning as the Houston Astros defeated the Cleveland 
Indians, 5-3, Wednesday afternoon at Minute Maid Park in Houston. Tribe second baseman Jason Kipnis went 5-for-7 with an RBI in a game 
that lasted 5 hours, 9 minutes. 

The Astros (14-21) won the series, 2-1. The Indians (16-15) have lost seven of their last nine on the road. 

Here is a capsule look at the key aspect(s) of the game, which was televised by Fox Sports Time Ohio: 

Stat of the day: Ten Indians pitchers combined to throw 150 strikes and 117 balls. 

Robbery: Kipnis would have had six hits if not for Astros shortstop Carlos Correa. With one out in the 15th inning, Kipnis smoked righty Michael 
Feliz's 3-2 fastball up the middle, where Correa made a ridiculous pick of the short hop and threw to first for the out. 

Yikes: Kipnis was sandwiched by two players, leadoff man Rajai Davis and No. 3 Francisco Lindor, who combined to go 0-for-14 and get one 
ball past the infield. 

Davis went 0-for-7 with four groundouts, two strikeouts and one popout. His average dropped from .244 to .226. Lindor went 0-for-7 with five 
groundouts -- one of which was a double play -- one flyout and one strikeout. His average dropped from .310 to .293. 

Incredibly, Davis and Lindor weren't the only Indians to go 0-for-7. No. 7 Yan Gomes grounded out three times, struck out three times and flied 
out once. He made the final out of the second, fourth, seventh, ninth, 11th and 16th innings. His average dropped from .170 to .158. 

Gomes' season's OPS is .485. 

In a blink: Tribe righty Cody Anderson entered the 16th having worked three hitless innings. Three batters and three pitches later, the game 
was over. 

Correa singled off Anderson's glove, Colby Rasmus popped to center and lefty Gonzalez lined a 94-mph fastball into the seats in right. Correa's 
hit was Houston's first since the seventh inning.      

Punched in the gut: In one sense, the Indians were fortunate to be in the game. Astros batters, admittedly with the help of 12 walks, did a much 
better job of pressuring Indians pitchers than Indians batters did to Astros pitchers. Nonetheless, the Indians held a 2-0 lead through 3 1/2 and 
a 2-1 lead through 5 1/2, and they had opportunities in extra innings. 

They out-hit Houston, 14-10 (but walked just once).  

In the bottom of the ninth, Fox Sports Time Ohio analyst Rick Manning said: "This is a big game to win the series. This is one you really want to 
win. These are the crushers. They come at points throughout the course of the year; these are games you have to win, especially on the road.'' 

Bad miss: Tommy Hunter relieved Tribe righty Danny Salazar to begin the sixth. Hunter retired the first two batters in four pitches. 

Hitting machine Jose Altuve socked the first pitch to left for a double. George Springer, in a full count, checked on a fastball that appeared to be 
a strike -- over the plate, not quite at the top of the zone. Umpire Dale Scott, who had not exactly been razor-sharp, called it a ball. 

Hunter and the Indians had every right to think they should have been out of the inning. 

Two pitches later, Correa shot an 0-1 fastball to center to drive in Altuve to tie the score, 2-2. The Astros had been 0-for-8 with six strikeouts 
with runners in scoring position. 

Lefty Kyle Crockett replaced Hunter and walked lefty Colby Rasmus. McAllister replaced Crockett and got Gonzalez to ground the first pitch to 
McAllister.  

Burned by the shift: The Astros pulled ahead, 3-2, in the seventh. 

Former Indian Luis Valbuena led off with a bloop single to right-center against McAllister. Struggling Carlos Gomez bunted Valbuena to second. 
Max Stassi struck out swinging. 

Lefty Preston Tucker punched a 3-1 fastball to the spot vacated by shortstop Francisco Lindor, who was up the middle, to drive in Valbuena. 

McAllister had thrown the fastball to Gomes' glove, so it wasn't as if a bad pitch foiled the Tribe's defensive plans. Why any team would shift for 
Tucker and his .624 OPS is puzzling.    

Not so fast: The Indians tied it in the ninth off closer Luke Gregerson, who converted his previous 16 save opportunities dating to last August. 

With one out, Mike Napoli hit a hustle-double to right-center (2-2 sinker on outside edge) and scored on Carlos Santana's triple to center (1-1 
sinker outer half). Napoli was down in the count, 0-2.  



Marlon Byrd grounded to pulled-in shortstop Correa, who made a terrific backhanded pick on a short hop. Gomes grounded routinely to Correa. 

High-wire act: Salazar somehow managed to allow just one run in five innings. He threw 54 strikes and 52 balls. 

The Astros had four hits and six walks against him. They loaded the bases with none out in the first and with two outs in the second, but they 
failed to score each time. Their run came on Springer's homer in the fourth. 

Salazar exited with a 2-1 lead. 

Here is a pitch-by-pitch breakdown of Salazar's start:     

1st INNING 

Jose Altuve -- 93 fastball foul; 94 fastball outside; 93 fastball up and in; 94 fastball swinging strike (outer third); 95 fastball outside; 95 fastball 
foul; 95 fastball, single to center. 

Skinny: Yes, Salazar needs to establish the fastball. But a pitcher can't show a hitter the caliber of Altuve the same pitch over and over and 
expect a positive result. 

George Springer -- 94 fastball outside; 94 fastball outside; 93 fastball inside; 95 fastball down and away, walk. 

Skinny: Altuve's threat to run bothered Salazar into rushing delivery. 

Carlos Correa -- 84 slider swinging strike; 96 fastball outside; 95 fastball called strike; 87 changeup low; 96 fastball outside; 96 fastball low, 
walk. 

Skinny: Key to plate appearance was Correa spitting on 1-2 changeup. Salazar's mechanics out of whack. 

(L) Colby Rasmus -- 87 changeup called strike; 95 fastball low (supposedly; should have been a called strike); 88 changeup swinging strike 
(down and in); 97 fastball low; 87 changeup, swinging strikeout. 

Skinny: Nasty changeup over the plate but with serious tilt. In real time, it appeared it could have been a slider, but slo-mo replay showed 
changeup. 

(L) Marwin Gonzalez -- 96 fastball low; 97 fastball called strike; 88 changeup swinging strike; 88 changeup swinging strikeout. 

Skinny: Even more serious tilt. 

(L) Luis Valbuena -- 97 fastball in dirt (great pick by catcher Yan Gomes); 87 changeup high; 95 fastball called strike (outer third); 97 fastball 
called strike; 88 changeup foul; 97 fastball, swinging strikeout (outside edge). 

Skinny: Salazar escaped bases-loaded, none-out jam. He threw 32 pitches overall. 

2nd INNING  

Carlos Gomez -- 94 fastball outside; 85 slider, single to right. 

Skinny: Bad break for Salazar. Gomez squibbed it past second baseman Jason Kipnis. 

Max Stassi -- 95 fastball called strike; 84 slider swinging strike (Gomez steals); 85 changeup in; 95 fastball outside; 95 fastball, swinging 
strikeout. 

Skinny: Stassi overmatched. 

Jake Marisnick -- 85 changeup in dirt; 94 fastball foul; 93 fastball foul; 86 changeup inside; 86 changeup, swinging strikeout (inside). 

Jose Altuve -- ball, ball, ball, ball, intentional walk. 

Skinny: Fox Sports Time Ohio analyst Rick Manning said: "This is a guy who finds a way to get the barrel of the bat to the ball, so I don't blame 
them.''  

George Springer -- 83 changeup low; 95 fastball outside; 94 fastball foul; 95 fastball up and away; 95 fastball outside, walk (53rd pitch of 
game). 

Skinny: Salazar's release point continued to be all over the place. 

Carlos Correa --  94 fastball, fielder's choice/6-4. 

Skinny: Correa too eager against pitch that ran off inside corner at knees. Salazar escaped second straight bases-loaded jam.   

3rd INNING 

(L) Colby Rasmus -- 80 curve called strike; 94 fastball foul; 96 fastball foul; 86 changeup foul (hanger); 87 changeup in dirt; 87 changeup, 
swinging strikeout (in dirt). 

(L) Marwin Gonzalez -- 95 fastball low; 95 fastball, double to right (inner half). 

Skinny: Eighth hit by lefty off Salazar this season (8-for-73).   

(L) Luis Valbuena -- 95 fastball inside; 95 fastball low (barely); 94 fastball outside; 95 fastball low, walk. 

Carlos Gomez -- 95 fastball called strike; 94 fastball swinging strike (went too far); 88 changeup, swinging strikeout. 

Skinny: Fastball inside set up Bugs Bunny changeup. 

Max Stassi -- 94 fastball low; 95 fastball outside; 95 fastball, grounder to short. 

Skinny: Stassi reached for pitch on outer third.   



4th INNING 

Jake Marisnick -- 84 slider foul; 84 slider called strike; 94 fastball high; 85 changeup, swinging strikeout. 

Jose Altuve -- 92 fastball called strike; 95 fastball outside; 86 slider, grounder to pitcher. 

Skinny: Excellent time to show Altuve the slider, which was off the plate away.  

George Springer -- 93 fastball low; 94 fastball outside; 94 fastball, homer to left. 

Skinny: Springer devoured a cookie -- over plate at thighs. Gomes was set up on outside corner. 

Carlos Correa -- 86 ball; 96 fastball swinging strike; 97 fastball foul; 89 changeup foul; 87 changeup, grounder to third. 

Skinny: Salazar threw 87 pitches through four.  

5th INNING 

(L) Colby Rasmus -- 95 fastball high; 84 changeup, fly to center. 

(L) Marwin Gonzalez -- 81 curve down and in; 96 fastball foul; 81 curve high; 94 fastball inside; 96 fastball called strike; 86 changeup, swinging 
strikeout. 

Skinny: Heater over plate set up Bugs Bunny.  

(L) Luis Valbuena -- 81 curve low; 96 fastball foul; 97 fastball outside; 87 changeup high; 95 fastball swinging strike; 97 fastball outside, walk. 

Skinny: Valby twice in a row. 

Carlos Gomez -- 96 fastball foul; 97 fastball outside; 96 fastball outside; 97 fastball swinging strike (inside edge); 96 fastball, swinging strikeout 
(outer third). 

Skinny: Salazar and Gomes saw that Gomez was swinging from heels and late on the heater, so they opted not to get cute. 
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Not-so-sweet 16: Cleveland Indians fall short, 5-3, in 16 innings against Houston Astros 

Zack Meisel, cleveland.com By Zack Meisel, cleveland.com 

HOUSTON -- Magic is a part of Danny Salazar's repertoire. 

He is known around the Indians' clubhouse for his card tricks, after all. He carried his wizardry to the mound on Wednesday afternoon, and his 
escape acts made Harry Houdini's feats seem tame. 

Unfortunately for Salazar, the Indians' bullpen couldn't dodge harm with the same aptitude. The Indians required the services of every reliever 
within the zip code, and the Astros eventually broke through. 

The Tribe dropped the rubber match of their three-game set by a 5-3 score in 16 innings. Marwin Gonzalez slugged a two-run shot to right field 
off of Cody Anderson to provide the final difference. 

Salazar's pitch count, inflated by a career-high six walks, limited him to only five innings. That left the responsibility to the club's bullpen -- and 
the Indians used nine relievers -- to hold down Houston. That plan eventually fizzled. Anderson logged three flawless innings before he served 
up the walk-off blast. 

Tommy Hunter retired the first two batters in the sixth with a 2-1 lead before Jose Altuve doubled off the base of the wall in left-center. Hunter 
then walked George Springer and surrendered a game-tying single to Carlos Correa. 

Zach McAllister rescued the Tribe from further damage in the sixth, but he, too, served up a two-out RBI single an inning later. Preston Tucker 
worked McAllister to a 3-1 count before he slapped a base knock through a gaping hole in the left side of the infield. Former Indians infielder 
Luis Valbuena scored the go-ahead run. 

Salazar had a lead after five, but flirted with disaster throughout his truncated outing. He loaded the bases with no outs in the first before he 
fanned the ensuing three batters. He walked a pair in the second to load the bases with two outs, but he induced a groundout off Correa's bat. 

The Astros stranded 17 runners in all. They left the bases loaded on three occasions. 

Francona assesses Anderson's outing Indians manager Terry Francona discusses Cody Anderson's relief outing. 

Salazar tallied 10 strikeouts in his five innings, but struggled with his command all afternoon. He tossed 106 pitches, only 54 for strikes. The 
Indians issued 12 walks in all; the Astros didn't issue one until the 13th inning, when, on the Indians' 50th plate appearance of the game, Carlos 
Santana drew four balls. 

Houston's Doug Fister, meanwhile, needed only 89 pitches to cruise through seven innings. Jason Kipnis, who supplied five singles, brought 
home Lonnie Chisenhall in the third with his second base knock. Mike Napoli muscled a Fister offering into the left-field stands in the fourth. 

The Indians handed Houston's Luke Gregerson his first blown save of the ninth, as Napoli and Santana delivered back-to-back extra-base hits. 
Santana stood at third base with one out, but Marlon Byrd bounced out to short and Yan Gomes bounced out to short. 

What it means 

The Indians (16-15) again failed to move to three games over the .500 mark. They have reached records of 9-7, 14-12, 15-13 and 16-14, but 
have lost their next game each time. 

First things first 

Cleveland dropped to 14-5 when scoring first. 



Effectively wild 

In 42 2/3 innings this season, Salazar has racked up 53 strikeouts. He has also limited the opposition to 22 hits. He has, however, issued 22 
free passes. 

Been a while 

Springer blasted a solo shot to left off of Salazar with two outs in the fourth. The home run landed an estimated 455 feet from the plate, 
according to the league's Statcast data. It marked the first long ball Salazar had served up since April 8, a span of 151 batters. 

Rough start 

Gomes went hitless in seven at-bats. He has posted a .158/.190/.295 slash line in 99 plate appearances this season. 

Still rolling 

Bryan Shaw logged 1 1/3 scoreless innings. Over his last eight outings, he has held the opposition scoreless on two hits across 8 2/3 innings. 

Five singles 

Kipnis notched the second five-hit game of his career. The first came on Aug. 10, 2011, when Tony Sipp, who he singled against in the 13th 
inning, was his teammate. 

They came, they saw 

An announced crowd of 24,453 watched the matinee at Minute Maid Park. 

What's next 

The Indians have Thursday off before they begin a five-game homestand against the Twins and Reds. Josh Tomlin (5-0, 3.72 ERA), Corey 
Kluber (2-4, 4.14) and Trevor Bauer (3-0, 3.86) will pitch for Cleveland, as the club pushed back Anderson until Monday. Minnesota will counter 
with right-handers Ricky Nolasco (1-1, 4.70), Ervin Santana (0-2, 3.86) and Tyler Duffey (0-2, 2.60). 
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Michael Brantley's shoulder issue tests Cleveland Indians' outfield depth: Terry Pluto 

Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Cleveland Indians seemed to have an over-abundance of outfielders just a week ago. So many, in fact, that 
promising rookie Tyler Naquin was sent back to Columbus last week when pitcher Cody Anderson was activated. 

That demotion raised eyebrows among many who wondered how the Indians could demote a player hitting over .300 while keeping several 
older players around. Naquin became the No. 1 candidate mainly because he had options remaining. 

Brantley had off-season surgery on his right shoulder and missed the first few weeks of the season. Since returning, Brantley has played in 11 
games and is hitting .231 with two doubles. Manager Terry Francona decided to keep him out of the lineup Tuesday and Wednesday to rest the 
shoulder. As of now, he's expected back on Friday against Minnesota. 

I had written recently that Indians should consider listening to trade offers for Lonnie Chisenhall, rather than sending Naquin down. Chisenhall 
is now being used in center field on occasion. He's hitting .244 with no homers and just three RBI in 45 at-bats since coming off the disabled 
list. 

Marlon Byrd has only played a small role so far, but he's been reasonably productive, hitting .250 with two homers and nine RBI in 64 at-bats. 
And it helps that he has power from the right side. 

Another wild card is utilityman Jose Ramirez. He's the top hitter among regulars with a .316 average and an .805 OPS. He's played in 24 
games and has driven in 12 runs. 
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Cleveland Indians receive good news on conditions of Jose Ramirez, Michael Brantley 

Zack Meisel, cleveland.com By Zack Meisel, cleveland.comEmail the author | on May 11, 2016 at 1:20 PM, updated May 11, 2016 at 4:44 PM 

HOUSTON -- Jose Ramirez stopped by a table in the Indians' clubhouse on Wednesday morning to watch Danny Salazar and Juan Uribe battle 
in a card game. 

Ramirez sported a wrap on his right hand and wrist, the area in which he was plunked by a pitch in Tuesday's game. Tribe manager Terry 
Francona and a trainer checked on the diminutive infielder at first base, but Ramirez remained in the contest. He underwent an X-ray, which 
revealed nothing troublesome. 

After he watched his teammates duel at the card table, Ramirez walked into the trainer's room. He returned to his locker a few minutes later, 
with the wrap removed and with the ring and pinky fingers on his left hand taped together. 

Ramirez jammed his fingers when he slid into second on a stolen-base attempt on Tuesday. They remained sore on Wednesday morning. He 
received treatment prior to Wednesday's contest. He was scheduled to hit in the batting cages around the time of first pitch and the Indians 
would determine his availability after that. 

"I think he'll be fine," Francona said. 

Ramirez's condition was the first bit of good injury news the Indians received on Wednesday. The other concerns Michael Brantley, whose 
surgically repaired right shoulder was feeling better. 



The Indians rested Brantley on Tuesday and Wednesday ahead of Thursday's scheduled off-day. The left fielder's shoulder was not bouncing 
back in ideal fashion, as Brantley felt extra fatigue in accordance with increased playing time. Brantley is expected to take batting practice on 
Friday. The Indians will re-evaluate his situation at that juncture. 

"I'm kind of kicking myself a little bit," Francona said. "I think we might have gone a little too far, too much too fast." 

Order, order: Carlos Santana's return to the middle of Francona's lineup stems from Brantley's absence. Rajai Davis occupied the leadoff 
position on Tuesday and Wednesday, with Santana shifting to the No. 5 spot. 

"Just trying to have some balance," Francona said. "When Brantley is there, that's that left-handed hitter. We can get awfully right-handed for a 
stretch there." 

The Indians are 8-2 when Santana bats leadoff. 

What a relief: Cody Anderson began his short-term stint in the bullpen on Tuesday night. The right-hander is still slated to start on Monday 
against the Reds at Progressive Field. Francona said he isn't desperate to insert Anderson into a game out of the bullpen, but if he does, the 
outing would replace Anderson's typical between-start bullpen session. 

"If the situation presents itself and it's a nice inning for him, we would do it," Francona said. 

Anderson will have more than a week between starts. He allowed four runs over five innings on Saturday against Kansas City. 

Tribe manager Terry Francona said Anderson might sit in the bullpen later this week, and could even make a relief appearance, depending on 
the situation. It's only a temporary stay, however. 

No rest, not weary: Shortstop Francisco Lindor has played every inning this season. Second baseman Jason Kipnis has played every inning but 
one. 

Thursday will mark the club's eighth off-day -- either scheduled or the result of a postponement -- since April 4. 

"I don't feel like we've overdone it or reached," Francona said. 

The schedule will become a bit more demanding as the summer months approach. Beginning Friday, the Indians have only one off-day until 
June 16. The team also has a stretch of 23 consecutive days with a game to close out August. 

"There have been enough [off-days] so far that I think guys are doing good," Francona said. "Sometimes you give a guy a day off and you do 
them more harm than good." 

Francona hinted that Lindor and Kipnis could each receive a day of rest on the team's upcoming road trip that stops in Cincinnati, Boston and 
Chicago and includes a doubleheader. 
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Clippers 10, IronPigs 2 | 11th straight home win 
By Adam JardyThe Columbus Dispatch  •  Thursday May 12, 2016 5:26 AM 

Through seven appearances this year, starting pitcher Mike Clevinger has shown the Clippers that he has major-league stuff. Wednesday 
night, he showed them his mental makeup is on equal footing. 

With his 8-day-old daughter, Penelope, in attendance for her first baseball game, the proud daddy pitched a season-high six innings, tied a 
season high with seven strikeouts and allowed only two hits as the Clippers tied a Huntington Park record with their 11th straight home win, a 
10-2 final against Lehigh Valley. 

In the stands with her mom, Penelope didn’t count in the official attendance of 6,316. More importantly for the Clippers, she didn’t distract 
Clevinger (5-0) from his on-field focus. 

“It’s me and the hitter in every at-bat, and that’s been a big thing this year… just staying in the now and not trying to think about what’s around 
the corner or what happened yesterday,” Clevinger said. “Last year, that was a big point, just staying in the now, because I’d catch myself 
looking around the corner. That training from last year, staying in the now and staying within myself, has helped me out with this baby, for sure.” 

The Clippers took control with a six-run second inning against 2013 No. 1 draft pick Mark Appel (3-2), but the IronPigs did their part. Two infield 
errors and two Appel wild pitches provided three unearned runs, with catcher Adam Moore’s first-pitch, three-run home run off the scoreboard 
in right-center providing the brawn. 

The way Clevinger was pitching, it was enough. The IronPigs were hitless until catcher Andrew Knapp led off the fifth with a single. He would 
advance to third on a pair of walks after consecutive strikeouts, but leadoff hitter Cedric Hunter grounded out to Clevinger to end the inning. 
After throwing a combined 48 pitches through the first four innings, it took Clevinger 33 to navigate the fifth. 

Clevinger finally relented in the sixth, when Knapp hit a 3-1 pitch just over the wall in left-center for a two-run homer. He stayed in and retired 
Brock Stassi on a grounder to second on his final pitch of the night and, smiling, carried Penelope through the clubhouse afterward. 

“It’s a strong outing for him,” Clippers manager Chris Tremie said. “He did a nice job and really commanded the ball well early on. He had a little 
bit of a rough time in one inning, but other than that (he) was really sharp tonight.” 

The Clippers starting third baseman, Giovanny Urshela, doubled in the first inning but immediately came out of the game with an injury that 
Tremie said would be diagnosed today. In his Clippers debut, Wednesday call-up Yhoxian Medina hit an opposite-field home run off the 
scoreboard in the seventh inning and finished 2 for 3. 

Lake County Captains’ Tom spearheads 7-2 victory over West Michigan 



By David Glasier, The News-Herald 

Captains outfielder Ka’ai Tom is the acorn that did not fall far from his Hawaiian family’s athletic tree. 

Tom, whose grandfather and father played college baseball in big-time programs, had himself a game May 11 at Classic Park. He was in the 
thick of things throughout as the Captains got up early on the West Michigan Whitecaps en route to a 7-2 victory in the finale of a three-game 
homestand. 

The 5-foot-9, 185-pound Tom got the first-place Captains (21-12) rolling with a two-run double in the bottom of the second off West Michigan 
starter and eventual loser Jordan Smith (3-1, 5.33 ERA). Four batters earlier, teammate Connor Marabell had connected off Smith for a one-
out, two-run home run to left field. It was Marabell’s first home run of the season. 

Tom was back at it against Smith in the bottom of the fifth, doubling home Bobby Ison after Ison led off with a two-bagger. 

When he strode to the plate in the bottom of the seventh, Tom did to Whitecaps reliever Kyle Dowdy what he did to Smith — hunt for a pitch he 
could handle and drive the ball somewhere. 

“I have a very aggressive style of play, especially at the plate,” Tom said. 

A right-handed thrower who bats left, Tom turned on a Dowdy pitch and lined a one-out single to right field. He took second when the ball 
skipped away from Arvicent Perez on a wild-pitch strikeout of Willi Castro. Tom then displayed another facet of his aggression by timing up 
Dowdy and stealing third base. 

Captains manager Tony Mansolino certainly is aware of the old-school baseball aversion to getting thrown out at third base to end an inning. 
He also knows Tom plays just one way. 

“It was an aggressive move by Ka’ai and it worked,” said Mansolino, who did not signal for an attempted steal and watched the play unfold from 
the coaching box at third base. 

When the throw by Perez got past West Michigan third baseman Josh Lester, Tom raced home with what proved to be the final run on a sun-
splashed late morning and early afternoon at the ballpark. 

Tom raised his batting average from the previous team-high of .348 to an even higher team-high .407. 

The catch here is that because he didn’t join the Captains until April 25, thanks to a shoulder injury incurred late in spring training, Tom has 
played in only nine games. 

Nevertheless, he has shown enough promise to nail down a place in the everyday lineup and the leadoff spot in the batting order. 

It has always been all about baseball for Tom, a standout player at Saint Louis High School in Honolulu who spent one year at Fort Scott (Kan.) 
Community College before earning a scholarship at Kentucky. 

Tom batted .352 with eight home runs and 92 RBI in two full seasons at Kentucky. He earned first-team All-Southeastern Conference honors as 
a sophomore. The Indians selected him in the fifth round of the 2015 draft. In his professional debut at short-season Single-A Mahoning Valley, 
he batted .262 with three home runs, 29 RBI and a team-high 73 hits. 

Baseball talent runs deep in Tom’s immediate family. 

His grandfather, Joe Tom Sr., played at Oregon. His father, Joe Tom Jr., played at Washington State. Brothers Jordan and Kainoa played at 
Oregon State and Hartnell (Calif.) College, respectively. His younger sister, Mari, played softball in high school. 

“I come from a very competitive family,” Tom said, smiling. “It’s a typical sibling thing, all of us trying to be better than the others.” 

Tom’s style of play meshes well on this Lake County squad. 

“We’re a very hard-nosed team. We play all nine innings and more, if we need to,” Tom said. “We keep it professional and play the game the 
right way.” 

Tom was just one of the major contributors to this victory. Marabell was 2-for-3 with two RBI. Casey Shane (4-1, 2.23 ERA) limited the 
Whitecaps to one run on five hits in 5 1/3 innings. The 20-year-old right-hander from Texas now has logged a team-high 36 innings in his seven 
starts. 

West Michigan slipped to 15-15. 

The Captains open a four-game road series against the Bowling Green (Ky.) Hot Rods on May 12. First pitch is at 7:35 p.m. They will return 
home on May 17 to host Dayton. 

RubberDucks 9, SeaWolves 8 (10): Ducks a hit (by pitch) in 12th consecutive home win 
Baseball teams know they’re living right when they win the way the RubberDucks did Wednesday in front of a record crowd of 8,375 at Canal 
Park. 

In the heat of a slugfest, the Ducks walked off in the 10th inning against the Erie SeaWolves on a bases-loaded hit-by-pitch when Ruben Alaniz 
plunked Todd Hankins on the forearm to score Bryson Myles in a 9-8 victory. 



“This just builds more and more confidence in us,” RubberDucks manager Dave Wallace said. “I would be confident — pun intended — in 
labeling us a confident team right now, and we should be. Wins like this just reinforce that. The best part about it for me is we got contributions 
from everyone up and down our lineup, bullpen and obviously the bench as well.” 

The victory was a battle of attrition as the Ducks (23-9) pushed back every time it looked like they were left for dead. 

The SeaWolves went up 5-1. The Ducks tied it in the bottom of the fifth. The SeaWolves went up 7-5. The Ducks tied it in the seventh. The 
SeaWolves took an 8-7 lead. The Ducks tied it in the ninth. 

They did it with players going down as well, as Eric Stamets’ seeing-eye double down the right field line in the ninth came with a left leg cramp 
and chased him from the game. 

Stamets is expected to miss some time. 

“We didn’t give up,” Ducks right fielder Clint Frazier said. “Our team is explosive as it gets. Our offense is able to put up runs whenever we need 
it. For us to be able to battle back today says a lot about our character. We persevered through some adversity and continued to battle and 
came through with a victory.” 

Frazier was a big part of the comeback. The 2013 first-round pick had a 10-pitch, two-run triple in the fifth and an RBI single off the glove of 
shortstop Harold Castro to tie it in the ninth. 

While the Ducks’ consecutive game home run streak ended at 15, their winning streak at home extended to 12, and that’s a big deal to the 
players, who are 14-2 in Canal Park. 

“I can’t speak for everybody else, but when I’m here I feel best,” Frazier said. “It’s a great ballpark. The fans are very enjoyable. They come out 
here and they want to see us win. For them to be behind us, the atmosphere is good for us. 

“We’ve got momentum here. For us as hitters, we enjoy hitting here because the ball flies. It’s a fun place to play.” 

J.P. Feyereisen (2-0) picked up the win with two innings of two-hit relief. He gave up an earned run and struck out two. 

The Ducks open a four-game series Thursday at Harrisburg. Adam Plutko (1-2, 3.55 ERA) is slated to pitch in the 6:30 p.m. start against Tyler 
Mapes (5-1, 3.09). 

With Rob Kaminsky on the disabled list, the Ducks have yet to announce a starter for Friday. 

“We’re still working through that,” Wallace said. “Nothing is definite yet.” 

Akron RubberDucks set attendance record, get the win to boot 
It was a record-setting day for the Akron RubberDucks. 

The minor league team set an attendance record Wednesday as 8,375 fans filled the stands and beyond for the daytime game against the Erie 
SeaWolves. 

The crowd was 99 percent kids as it was Education Day at the ballpark, with students from 74 Akron-area schools packing the stands, picnic 
tables and concourse. 

And by the time the final run was scored in the 10th inning when second baseman Todd Hankins was hit by a pitch with the bases loaded, the 
RubberDucks celebrated a 9-8 win before what was likely a small crowd as the young fans were already back on the buses and headed back to 
school. 

RubberDucks General Manager Jim Pfander said that’s the downside of what was otherwise an exciting game that featured lead changes and 
a come-from-behind win for the home team. 

The victory marked the Ducks’ 12th straight win at home. 

Pfander said Tuesday’s daytime education game was finished in about two hours so everyone got to see the last out. Wednesday’s game ran 
about four hours, leaving just a handful of fans left in the stands. 

Wednesday’s crowd was the biggest at Canal Park since the team’s name change and renovations eliminated about 1,000 seats from the 
Aeros era. 



The previous Ducks record was set July 26 when 8,330 fans flocked to the ballpark. 

Pfander said so many kids were in the stadium Wednesday, staff had to be creative finding places for them to sit and used standing-room areas 
and picnic tables in the ballpark’s family section. 

“We literally used every square inch of the ballpark,” he said. 

Planning for the team’s education days starts in October with lining up the schools and coordinating the scores of buses on busy downtown 
streets. 

“This is a special day for us,” he said. “A lot of these kids might not get a chance to get back to another Ducks game.” 

 


