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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1986-Ernie Lombardi is elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum by the Veterans Committee. Lombardi 

spent 10 of his 17 Hall of Fame seasons with the Reds, maintaining a .311 batting average, collecting 220 doubles and 682 

RBI 
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Inbox: Who has edge for 5th rotation spot? 

Reds reporter Mark Sheldon fields fans' questions 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 9th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- We have less than three weeks remaining before the Reds open the season vs. the Nationals on March 29. 

That means there is no better time than now to have the first Reds Inbox of Spring Training. 

 

Who would you give the edge in the competition for the 5th rotation spot right now? 

-- Nick Howell (@Nick_Howell2) 

 

It's hard to base it all on results, but Sal Romano came into camp on the inside track along with Robert Stephenson. And although 

his 4.50 ERA isn't superlative in a short sample size, Romano has done nothing through three starts to show he doesn't deserve the 

job. He's commanded all of his pitches well and he hasn't given up a ton of hard contact. 

 

Stephenson did not perform well in his first two games, but he is coming off of a three-scoreless-innings appearance on Thursday. 

Amir Garrett has certainly pitched himself into consideration for a rotation or bullpen spot. Tyler Mahle has also pitched well with 

the exception of one outing. 

 

Is there any concern on Brandon Finnegan getting up to full speed by OD? 

-- Mike Petry (@imtheMDP) 

 

Finnegan was not concerned at all about whether he'd have enough time following his two-inning Cactus League debut vs. the 

Indians on Tuesday. But on a couple of occasions, manager Bryan Price has indicated the left-hander has not been locked in for a 

rotation spot. He'll have to build up his workload and also perform well. His next start is on Sunday and I'd expect him to pitch three 

innings. 

 

If B. Ham doesn't lead off will he likely bat 8th again? And if so would Peraza lead off? 

-- John Belanger (@ItmightbeJB) 

 

I think Price will initially give Billy Hamilton the opportunity to remain in the leadoff spot. But if Hamilton struggles his way out of 

the top, I'd expect him to bat ninth like he did for 59 starts in 2015 and 13 starts in '16. Peraza would seem to be a candidate to 

leadoff if he can improve his selectivity and on-base percentage. The other prime candidate is someone who has historically had no 

trouble getting on base as a professional -- Jesse Winker. 

 

This relates to the previous question. While Price will give Hamilton opportunity to remain in the top spot, and absolutely loves his 

defensive ability, I don't think it means the center fielder has carte blanche with the club to stay in the lineup if he doesn't hit. At 

some point, the four-man rotation of outfielders will sort itself out to three regulars. If someone is continually not performing, that 

person might be sitting more. 

 

If Senzel gets called up to play SS in the summer where does he hit? 

-- Ryan Feyh (@ryan_feyh) 

 



There's putting the cart before the horse, and then there's putting it 10 miles before the horse like you just did. First Nick Senzel 

needs to be called up. Then the Reds need to figure out where he will play because it's not a lock it's at shortstop. After that, Price 

can determine where to write Senzel's name in the lineup. 

 

The Spring Training standings aren't good, but it's hard to put too much stock in the records. Over the years, I've seen a lot of 

exhibition games end on walk-off hits by a Minor League camp player wearing No. 90 off a pitcher wearing No. 88. Does that really 

matter in the big picture? Last year, the Cubs had the second-worst record in the Cactus League and no one cared. In the regular 

season, they won 92 games and the National League Central. 

 

That doesn't mean Price hasn't been irritated about some of what he's seen this spring. He's on record about seeing some overall 

sloppy play and some young players playing tight. The hitting has perked up in the past few games. 

 

Do any of our current Reds call Cincinnati home full time? 

-- Brad (@ThatSchoolcraft) 

 

Not full time, no. A few players -- like Joey Votto and Devin Mesoraco -- have homes in Greater Cincinnati. Some will spend parts 

of their offseason in town and use Great American Ball Park to do workouts. Players coming off of injuries or surgery might stay in 

Cincinnati and spend time at Beacon Orthopedic for rehab. 

 

 

DeSclafani finds 'groove' in scoreless outing 

Reds righty missed all of 2017 with elbow injury 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 9th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Starting pitcher Anthony DeSclafani gave the Reds three scoreless innings in a 6-3 win over the Rangers on 

Friday night, but he had to work his way out of a near mess in the first inning. 

 

After leadoff batter Delino DeShields Jr. reached on a single, Shin-Soo Choo walked. DeSclafani was able to recover when he got 

Jurickson Profar to ground to second base for a double play. 

 

"That was perfect. It came at a perfect time," DeSclafani said. 

 

A foul pop to first base by Ryan Rua ended the top of the first inning. DeSclafani retired eight of his final nine batters in the outing, 

with only DeShields reaching on a two-out error in the third inning. 

 

"I was able to kind of catch my groove," DeSclafani said. "I was throwing a lot of strikes and they were just hitting it on the ground. 

I had some quick innings after I got that double play. I thought it was about to be a long inning for a second [in the first]. It ended up 

turning out great." 

 

DeSclafani, who got seven of his batters to hit ground balls, said he felt on track for the regular season after he missed all of 2017 

with a sprained ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow. 

 

"I feel good. I am throwing strikes," he said. "Just going through the process." 

 

Rotation not set, yet 

There is less than three weeks left before regular season begins, but manager Bryan Price hasn't named a starter for Opening Day 

against the Nationals on March 29. Price has also not determined Cincinnati's rotation yet, but there does appear to be a lining up of 

starters judging by the order of spring starts. 

 

Luis Castillo pitched on Thursday, and following DeSclafani is Sal Romano, Brandon Finnegan and Homer Bailey. Romano is still 

battling for a rotation spot. 

 

"You typically start spring with a general understanding of the way things could shake out or may shake out," Price said Friday 

afternoon. "We're lined in a way if I choose to stick with my original gut feeling that it won't be hard to line those guys up. We're 

not going to have to have guys wait seven or eight days to pitch three days into the season." 

 

Price has yet to set Finnegan into a spot, especially since he's coming back from missing most of last season with injuries. Finnegan 

made his Cactus League debut on Tuesday. Amir Garrett has pitched himself into the competition and Robert Stephenson had a 

three-scoreless-innings outing in relief on Thursday following two rougher performances. 

 



"We still have a lot of competition for spots in the rotation," Price said. "I have a feeling this is going to go a ways longer until we 

define a starting five." 

 

Surgery for Mantiply 

Left-handed reliever Joe Mantiply, a non-roster invitee, had Tommy John surgery on his elbow Friday to repair a torn ulnar 

collateral ligament. Mantiply, 27, made two appearances and last pitched on Feb. 28. 

 

The Reds signed Mantiply to a Minor League contract on Nov. 13 and invited him to camp after he spent last season in Triple-A 

with the Yankees organization. 

 

Eight players cut 

The Reds made eight spring cuts on Friday. Right-handed pitchers Ariel Hernandez, Jose Lopez, Keury Mella and Jesus Reyes, 

infielder Shed Long and outfielders Aristides Aquino and Jose Siri were optioned to Triple-A Louisville. 

 

Non-roster right-handed reliever Rafael De Paula was re-assigned to the Minor League camp. The moves leave 53 players 

remaining in camp. 

 

"Guys that we feel will be better served in Minor League camp," Price said. "I think as early as [Monday], they're going to start 

some scrimmages. It'll give these guys a chance to play a little bit more, pitch a little more." 

 

Up next 

Romano will get the start in Saturday's 6:05 p.m. ET game vs. the Mariners in Goodyear. Top prospect Nick Senzel is slated to lead 

off and play shortstop. The game will be available to watch on MLB.TV and MLB Network. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Reds 6, Rangers 3 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 10:43 p.m. ET March 9, 2018 | Updated 10:44 p.m. ET March 9, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The Reds used home run power and good pitching from Anthony DeSclafani and Tyler Mahle to beat the 

Texas Rangers Friday night at Goodyear Ballpark before a crowd of 5,669. The Reds had lost two in a row and five of six.  

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

DeSclafani had his best outing of the spring. He went three innings and only allowed an infield single. He walked one and struck out 

one. “I was throwing a lot of strikes,” DeSclafani said. “They were hitting it on the ground. I had some quick innings after I got that 

double play. I thought it was going to be a long inning, but it turned out great.” DeSclafani allowed the infield single to Delino 

DeShields and walked Shin-Soo Choo to start the game before getting Jurickson Profar to hit into a 4-6-3 double play. Mahle also 

went three. He gave up one run on one hit. He walked none and struck two. 

 

Eugenio Suarez hit two home runs — one to left and one to right. He has three on the spring. Tucker Barnhart hit his homer third as 

well — a two-run shot.  

 

Second baseman Scooter Gennett made a great play to get Choo on ground ball up the middle.   

 

Up next 

 

The Reds are home against the Seattle Mariners in another night game. Right-hander Sal Romano (1-1, 4.50 ERA) will start. The 

Mariners have not announced their starter. The game is one Fox Sports Ohio and 700-WLW. 

 

 

20 days till Opening Day, Cincinnati Reds rotation remains up in the air 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 5:45 p.m. ET March 9, 2018 | Updated 5:48 p.m. ET March 9, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The order of the Reds rotation going into Wednesday’s off day will be: 

 

Luis Castillo 

 

Anthony DeSclafani 



 

Sal Romano 

 

Brandon Finnegan 

 

Homer Bailey 

 

That could well be the rotation once the season starts. But Reds manager Bryan Price isn’t ready to announce that – or who goes 

first, i.e., be the Opening Day starter. 

 

The guess here is either Bailey or Castillo starts Opening Day. 

 

“We’ll see,” Price said.  “I’ll be able to talk about that in greater detail when we get deeper into the Cactus League season. We still 

have a lot of competition for spots in the rotation.” 

 

We’re down to 20 days until the March 29 opener against the Washington Nationals. Price still has time to adjust both the order and 

the pitchers.   

 

“You typically start spring with a general understanding of the way things could shake out or may shake out,” Price said. “We’re 

lined up in a way if I choose to stick with my original gut feeling that it won’t be hard to line those guys up. We’re not going to have 

to have a guy wait seven or eight days to pitch three days into the season.” 

 

It’s a given that Bailey, DeSclafani and Castillo will be in the rotation if they’re healthy. Finnegan is a near lock. The competition 

has been mostly for the fifth spot. Romano, Michael Lorenzen, Tyler Mahle and Robert Stephenson were the candidates when camp 

opened. Amir Garrett has pitched his way into the picture.  

 

Price said no one has been eliminated. But he didn’t mention Lorenzen Friday. Lorenzen’s struggled in his two A game 

appearances.  

 

“It was nice to see Rob pitch so well (Thursday),” Price said. “It was his breakout spring outing. Amir’s been good. Mahle’s been 

good. Romano’s been good. We’ve seen very little of Finnegan to this point.” 

 

“I have a feeling this is going to go a ways longer until we define a starting five.”  

 

Garrett could make it as reliever or a starter. 

 

“Amir’s going to keep getting the ball,” Price said. “At this point in time, he’s competing to make the team. I don’t want to be more 

specific than that. Just let the chips fall where they may. He’s been really impressive. He could help the ball club. If he makes the 

team, we have to define in which role.” 

 

MANTIPY OUT: Non-roster invitee Joe Mantiply had Tommy John surgery Friday. Mantiply pitched in two games.  

 

“I believe he’s returning on Monday to begin his rehabilitation,” Price said. 

 

ROSTER TRIM: The Reds trimmed the roster to 53, cutting eight players. Right-handers Ariel Hernandez, Jose Lopez, Keury Mella 

and Jose Reyes, infielder Shed Long and outfielders Aristides Aquino and Jose Siri were optioned to Louisville.  RHP Rafael De 

Paula was re-assigned to minor league camp.  

 

“(It was) guys that we feel will be better served in minor league camp,” Price said. “I think as early as (March 12) they’re going to 

start some scrimmages. It’ll give these guys a chance to play a little bit more, pitch a little more. We’re taking these kids as backups 

in case we play a 10th inning or a starter gets knocked out early. 

 

“We’ve got fair number of guys who are struggling to get work. We thinned it out a little.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds prospect Tanner Rainey making a big impression with his big fastball and slider 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 4:18 p.m. ET March 9, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Tanner Rainey is taking the Michael Lorenzen route to the Reds and the big leagues. 

 



At 6-foot-2, 235 pounds, Rainey does not run like Lorenzen. But they held essentially the same job on their college baseball team 

and they have similar zip on their fastball. 

 

Rainey was a first baseman/closer at the University of West Alabama before the Reds took him with the 71st pick overall in the 

2015. Lorenzen was a center fielder/closer at Cal State-Fullerton before the Reds took him with there 38th pick overall in 2013. 

 

While there was some debate on whether Lorenzen would be a position player or pitcher, there was none with Rainey. Even after 

Rainey set a school record with 19 home runs as a junior, no one scouted him as anything but a pitcher. 

 

“Not that I know of,” he said, 

 

Rainey is a long shot to make the Reds out of camp because he’s not on the 40-man roster, but it’s a safe bet that he’ll be pitching at 

Great American Ball Park before too long.  

 

“He's a guy worth really watching closely,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “That’s a big arm, big slider. I think he's going to be a 

good one. I volunteered that because I haven't really spoken about him. I think he's been very impressive in camp the way he's 

handled himself.” 

 

Rainey, 25, went a combined 3-3 with a 3.19 ERA at high-A Daytona and Double-A Pensacola last year. He struck out 102, walked 

33 and allowed 29 hits in the 62 innings. He converted 13 of 16 save chances. And his numbers were better after the bump to 

Double-A. 

 

This is his first big league camp. 

 

“I’ve definitely learned a lot, talking to the older guys to get a feel for what their thought processes are and to see how they go about 

things,” he said. “It’s definitely a more laid-back environment. That helps you get through the day.” 

 

Rainey consistently hits 97, 98 mph with his fastball. He topped out at in last year. But the slider is his best pitch. Rainey is a two-

pitch pitcher. He’s working to add the changeup this season.  

 

The Reds used Rainey as starter in his first two professional seasons. He had so-so results. He went 2-2 with a 4.27 ERA at Rookie 

Billings in 2015 and 5-10 with a 5.57 ERA at low-A Dayton in ’16. 

 

The results got better when he went back to bullpen the last month in Dayton. That’s where he flourished in college, and that’s 

where he prefers to pitch.  

 

“I definitely like the ‘pen better,” he said “The mentality suits me better.” 

 

His stuff could be that of a closer in the future. 

 

“I’m working to show them what I can do,” Rainey said. “So I’m glad  he noticed.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds hope Luis Castillo comes up aces 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 8:00 a.m. ET March 10, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Call him the Great Right(-handed) Hope. 

 

Luis Castillo represents the latest young Reds pitcher who could be, might be, hopefully will be a top of the rotation pitcher. When 

he see Castillo follow a 98 mph fastball ball with a sharply breaking 84 mph slider or an 87 mph changeup, it’s easy to imagine him 

as a future ace. 

 

Developing a starter to anchor the rotation is paramount for the Reds rebuild to be successful. The Reds can’t do what the Chicago 

Cubs did and buy a free-agent ace.  

 

Castillo is the best candidate.  

 

“He’s our best pitcher right now,” a Reds insider said.  

 

That same insider see Castillo is a No. 2 starter. So, obviously, Castillo has to develop further to be an ace. That’s a tricky 

proposition.   



 

No franchise knows better than the Reds how hard it is to develop top-quality starting pitching. They went 30 years between aces 

they signed-and-developed. A lot of baseball was played between the debuts of Mario Soto and Johnny Cueto.  

 

This is not a recent phenomenon. The Reds have always been an organization more adept at developing hitters. The top nine players 

in franchise history in terms of WAR (Wins Above Replacement) are position. No. 10 Noodles Hahn wrapped up his Reds career in 

1905.  

 

It’s not for lack of trying. The Reds have drafted 24 pitchers with their first pick. Gary Nolan and Don Gullett were the best of that 

bunch — and they were drafted in 1966 and ’69. 

 

The Reds have had better luck trading for prospects in the hopes that they would develop into aces. It’s worked with Jose Rijo and 

Aaron Harang.  

 

Consider this: From 1991 to 2010, someone obtained via trade led the Reds in the wins. 

 

That’s how Castillo arrived. The Reds sent Dan Straily to Miami Marlins for him before last season.  

 

Castillo is an unlikely candidate to be an ace. He didn’t reach Double-A until he was 23. He didn’t start a game until his his fourth 

year in professional ball. The trade that brought him to the Reds was fourth he was involved in. The Giants, Padres and Marlins all 

moved him.   

 

“That’s a mystery,” pitching coach Mack Jenkins said. “I’ve asked him. He said, ‘No, I always throw like this.’ It’s hard to believe a 

young pitcher capable of throwing 99 miles an hour was traded so frequently.” 

 

But Castillo does more than just throw hard. 

 

“It’s certainly not just velocity,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “The velocity is what separates him from other starting pitchers. 

You see a lot of hard throwers. You don’t see a lot of guys who are sitting 95 to 100 for six or seven innings. But it’s the changeup, 

how he fields his position, his quickness to the plate, how he holds runners, his maturity in competition.” 

 

But only a tiny percentage of pitches with the stuff to be great turn out to be great. Mat Latos looked to be on his way. He had 55 

wins by the time he was Castillo’s age. But Latos got hurt, and he’s been bouncing from team to team the last few years. 

 

When I did something three springs ago on the potential aces among the Rds young prospects, the name mentioned most often were 

Cody Reed and Nick Travieso. Reed is 1-8 with a 6.75 ERA over the last two years in the majors. Travieso is off the roster and 

trying to come back from injury in the minors.   

 

Injuries are unavoidable, but the Reds are confident that Castillo will continue to flourish if healthy. 

 

“You can see his demeanor,” Jenkins said. “He’s very calm. He’s very collected out there. He goes about business like a veteran — 

not a guy who skipped Triple-A.” 

 

Can he be an ace?     

 

“I think so,” Jenkins said. “He’s got a good delivery. He has two above-average pitches with the fastball and the changeup. He had 

the propensity to improve with the slider. The two-seamers been good for him since he started throwing in last year. It’s a new 

weapon. There’s growth to still happen.” 

 

If he grows into an ace, the Reds rebuild has a much better chance of working. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds state: Scooter's the man for now at 2B, but who's the heir apparent? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans March 9, 2018  

 

The Athletic is preparing for the 2018 Reds season by taking a position-by-position look at the team's position groups, not just at the 

big-league level, but through its minor-league system. 

 

Reds fans for more than a decade could come to the ballpark and have a pretty good idea of who would be in the lineup at second 

base. 



 

Brandon Phillips cemented himself as a future member of the team's Hall of Fame during 11 seasons in Cincinnati. The charismatic 

Phillips won four Gold Glove (and may have deserved even more), made three All-Star teams, recorded a 30-30 season and even 

won a Silver Slugger. 

 

For as much as Phillips did to help lead the Reds during his time, the franchise moved on from him last spring, dumping his salary 

in a deal that sent him to his hometown of Atlanta. 

 

At the time, it was to open a spot up for José Peraza, but just as the team picked Phillips up at the start of the 2006 season, the Reds 

found their next second baseman in a similar fashion in 2017. Even with Peraza as the starter, the Reds picked Scooter Gennett up 

off of waivers from the Brewers just before the team broke camp in Arizona. 

 

As Peraza struggled to find his way, Gennett was hot right out of the gate. Gennett homered in his second at-bat with the Reds. He 

was hitting .280 at the end of the first month. By the time Phillips and the Braves came to Cincinnati in the first week of June, 

Gennett was pushing for more playing time, hitting .296 in 42 games, but still had just 18 starts. 

 

Phillips complained in his return about the Reds giving Gennett his No. 4 jersey. Gennett proved more than worthy of the number 

four days later, hitting as many homers in one game. He solidified his place in Reds lore, becoming the first Cincinnati player to 

achieve the feat. (Although, his number proved to be less permanent, as he changed it to No. 3 for 2018.) 

 

Still, it wasn't until after the All-Star break that he became the full-time starter. The 27-year-old Gennett solidified his standing 

coming into the 2018 season by hitting .295/.342/.531 with 27 home runs and 97 RBI. His 124 wRC+ was better than Phillips' best 

mark as a Red (122 in 2011). 

 

Gennett has one more year of arbitration remaining and will be a free agent following the 2019 season. The organization has several 

younger players with promise at the position, so it's not crucial to commit to Gennett long-term. 

 

It should also be noted that the Reds have a good young third baseman in Eugenio Suárez and one of the best third-base prospects in 

the game in Nick Senzel. Either one of those two could end up at second, as well. 

 

Backups: Dilson Herrera, once the Mets' top second-base prospect, was acquired in the 2016 trade deadline deal that sent Jay Bruce 

to New York. He's been troubled by a shoulder injury since reporting to Louisville. He hit .264/.312/.397 with seven home runs and 

42 RBI in 68 games for the Bats last season, 

 

Herrera, 24, is out of options, so if he doesn't make the team's 25-man roster, they'll have to risk putting him through waivers. He's 

played some third base but is best-suited (even without the shoulder issues) to second. 

 

Veterans Phil Gosselin and Cliff Pennington are in camp, but neither is on the 40-man roster. Peraza, of course, has played second, 

but he's the team's starting shortstop with only the aforementioned Gosselin and Pennington backing him up. 

 

Top prospects: Shed Long, 22, dealt with his own injuries last season when he was promoted to Double-A Pensacola. He had a slow 

start with the Blue Wahoos before a hand injury kept him out of action for nearly a month. 

 

A former catcher, Long impressed in 2016 and was a Florida State League All-Star in 2017 before his promotion to Double-A. He 

was named the best defensive second baseman by Florida State League coaches and managers in addition to tearing up the league 

offensively. Drafted in 12th round of the 2013 draft, Long was added to the 40-man roster this winter. 

 

Also added to the 40-man this past winter was Alex Blandino, a first-round pick out of Stanford in 2014. Blandino has played 

shortstop and third base in addition to second, but profiles best to second. 

 

The 25-year-old Blandino hit better once he was promoted to Triple-A Louisville last season, putting up a .270/.390/.444 slash main 

in 63 games. With the Bats, he had 32 walks to just 37 strikeouts. 

 

Blandino struggled with hamstring injuries in 2016, only to rebound last season and restore some of the shine to his prospect status. 

 

Sleeper: Alejo Lopez hit .300/.388/.455 in his second go-round in the Pioneer League. Most impressive about the 21-year-old from 

Mexico is that in his pro career (still just 536 plate appearances) he has 56 walks and 47 strikeouts. 

 

Others of note: Brantley Bell is the son of former Reds bench coach Jay Bell. Also, fourth-round pick Cash Case has one of the best 

names in baseball, but had a rough start to his pro career, hitting .180/.273/.241 in 150 plate appearances with the Reds' Arizona 

League affiliate. 

 



 

Sarris: Six National League pitchers to watch this season 

By Eno Sarris March 9, 2018     

 

Statistically speaking, pitching is more difficult to project than hitting. Add a wrinkle, iron out a defect, straighten a cutter, or put 

some bend in a yakker: There's always something you can tweak that might make the entire arsenal fit together better. 

 

This is a major source of the error in team projections. Obviously, going by the numbers will ignore these sorts of adjustments, if 

only because there's very little way to reduce them into an input into the equation. But a breakout at the back of a rotation can power 

a team to a surprise year — just ask the Astros about Brad Peacock or the Yankees about Jordan Montgomery last year. 

 

So let's travel around the National League and identify some young pitchers who are in flux right now. Each is working to make the 

most out of their skill set, and each offers their team hope for unprojected upside. 

 

Dinelson Lamet, Padres 

 

He's the owner of a Chris Archer-type fastball-slider combo — not a comp made lightly, but one born of similarity in fastball and 

slider velocity and movement (both throw 95 with high-80s sliders with great drop) and results (both get at least 8% whiffs on the 

fastball and 19-20% whiffs on the slider). But Lamet has long needed a third pitch. The bad news for the Padres pitcher is that his 

changeup is bad, as only nine of 231 changeups thrown regularly last year had a smaller velocity gap off the fastball. The good news 

is that he's developing a curve right now in camp. 

 

“The curveball is working really well right now,” pitching coach Darren Balsley told our Dennis Lin. 

 

Whether it's the curve, a cutter, or that changeup, adding one more pitch is hugely important. Simply adding one — quality aside — 

improves a pitcher's chances the third time through the order. Last year, Lamet went from being 30-40% better than league average 

the first two times through the order to being 45% worse the third time through the order. He could use this pitch to ascend to 

stardom. 

 

Chris Stratton, Giants 

 

Spin is in, and Stratton has it. The highest-spin curveball in the league last year came from this Giants' righty, and in related news, 

at-bats that ended on his hammer produced the lowest OPS among starters in all of baseball. Because he's 27 and didn't strike out a 

ton of batters last year, and because spin isn't included in most projection systems, Stratton's statistical outlook is below average. 

But spin has a definite impact on outcomes, and perhaps these projection systems are missing an ability to suppress home runs. 

 

That means any step forward when it comes to fastball command could lead to a breakout, something that an aging team in San 

Francisco could really use. 

 

Robert Stephenson, Reds 

 

Don't know if you noticed, but this fastball/curveball power pitcher found a third pitch that helped his command: a slider. By the 

end of last year, it was a real weapon. It hadn't always been that way. 

 

“When I started throwing it, it was horrible,” said Stephenson of the slider. “It backed up a couple times, almost messed up the 

catcher. But I went down to Louisville for a couple months and worked on it down there, just throwing more of them. Got 

comfortable with it.” 

 

Stephenson said the slider was easier to control, and that he was having a hard time with the curve, bouncing pitches in the dirt a lot. 

He still walked too many batters once he started using the slider more often late last year (over five per nine innings), but his sub-

three ERA and soaring strikeout rate (over 10 Ks per nine) point to his upside if he can corral things further. 

 

With five strikeouts and four walks in three spring innings, all the same issues are in full effect, but there's hope that throwing more 

breakers will help him gel in the remaining few weeks. He wasn't able to throw a lot of breaking balls in the offseason because he 

had to work on fastball command. 

 

“Once I get the feel for both of them together, it's easier for me to play them off each other,” he said of the curve and the slider. And 

if he does, watch out National League. 

 

Amir Garrett, Reds 

 



Stephenson's teammate Amir Garret was supposed to have a big mid-nineties fastball, a plus slider, decent command, and a nice 

change of pace offspeed pitch when he got to the big leagues last year. Instead, he showed below average fastball velocity (91.7) 

and got a few whiffs on the slider, but couldn't put the ball where he wanted. What happened? 

 

“Inflammation in my hip, causing a lot of discomfort and pitching,” he said. “I couldn't get out in front, and every time I would land 

or go toward the plate, and made contact with the ground, it hurt.” 

 

That sounds like it sucked. 

 

“Yeah, it sucked really bad,” laughed Garrett, who can laugh now because he had a platelet-rich blood infusion to the area, and then 

spent all offseason rehabbing and focusing on flexibility in the joint. “I take 45 minutes now to stretch out, my weight program for 

my legs is a lot different, I do a lot of pilates stuff to loosen me up. Sucks that it takes me getting hurt to realize that all this stuff is 

important.” 

 

The result? A 95 mph fastball (“I was throwing harder than that”) and 11 strikeouts in seven spring innings, against two walks, and 

a lot of turning heads. 

 

Jack Flaherty, Cardinals 

 

Armed with a slider that got more whiffs than any thrown by a starter not named Clayton Kershaw last year, the St. Louis rookie has 

struck out 12 batters in eight innings so far this spring. Because his fastball is a little straight, and his curve is still a work in 

progress, it might not be a surprise that Flaherty also owns an ERA over six. He's working on things. 

 

But that curve is improving, and people are noticing. Add in improved tunneling with his fastball and slider to lefties, and three 

secondary pitches that can keep him from being too predictable with his straighter fastball, and you can see a future for Flaherty in 

the starting rotation. 

 

With Carlos Martinez, Michael Wacha, Luke Weaver and Miles Mikolas set for spots, veteran Adam Wainwright hopefully 

refreshed from elbow surgery, and recovering young Alex Reyes ready to return to the rotation at some point this season, the 

situation in St. Louis is crowded. But Wainwright might get the most of his declining stuff and great two-pitch mix out of the pen, 

Mikolas is struggling to find the American strike zone after being the third-best pitcher in Japan last year, and injuries are pervasive 

in the sport, so it's likely we'll see some of Flaherty's slider in the big leagues this year. 

 

Mike Soroka, Braves 

 

Like Flaherty, Mike Soroka is no lock to break camp with the big leaguers. Like Flaherty, Soroka's best pitch is a slider, and the 

question is about his changeup. Like Flaherty, Soroka's velocity doesn't stand out. Like Flaherty, Soroka's command is a strength. 

 

Unlike Flaherty, however, Soroka's command may be elite. One major leaguer who saw him recently texted me that Soroka had 

“command, sink, power and a possible plus change built on a big body with a great head and work habits, could be special.” 

 

You sit up and take notice when someone says all those things about one pitcher. The Canadian right-hander grew up playing 

hockey and brings some of that to the mound. Eric Longenhagen at FanGraphs wrote that, upon being challenged with a AA 

assignment at age 19, Soroka “excelled while also developing a changeup that was above average to plus to match his high-spin-rate 

two-plane breaking ball.” 

 

The Braves may just run out Julio Teheran, Mike Foltynewicz, Brandon McCarthy, Sean Newcomb, and Luiz Gohara as they try to 

figure out how close to contention they are this year. But if the team surprises at all, they could be aggressive with Soroka and call 

him up. They've already pushed him some in the minors. 

 

Transactions 
 

03/09/18  

CF Brandon Downes assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

RHP Michael Baumann assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

LHP Anthony Gose returned to Texas Rangers from Houston Astros. 

RHP Dalbert Siri roster status changed by Cleveland Indians. 

OF Logan Moon assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

OF Anderson Miller assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

OF Elier Hernandez assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

IF Jecksson Flores assigned to Kansas City Royals. 



SS Carlos Herrera roster status changed by Colorado Rockies. 

C Xavier Fernandez assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

C Luis Campusano assigned to San Diego Padres. 

OF Rod Boykin assigned to San Diego Padres. 

SS Carlos Penalver assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

SS Zack Short assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

3B Jesse Hodges assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

C Tyler Pearson assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

CF Nick Heath assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

RHP Ben Wright assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

LF Alfredo Escalera assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

3B Emmanuel Rivera assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

SS Angelo Castellano assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

1B Ryan Noda assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Alberto Tirado assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Luke Leftwich assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LHP Casey Brown assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Randy Alcantara assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

IF Lucius Fox assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

Chicago White Sox released RF Willy Garcia. 

RHP Drew Hasler assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

LF Jacob Zanon assigned to New York Mets. 

SS Andrew Ely assigned to New York Mets. 

Detroit Tigers signed free agent C Jarrod Saltalamacchia to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

SS Adrian Valerio assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

C John Bormann assigned to Pittsburgh Pirates. 

  

 


