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Daily Herald 
Cubs still have faith Heyward's hitting will come around 
By Bruce Miles  
 
During the season-ending news conference held by Cubs president Theo Epstein last October, I asked 
specifically about right fielder Jason Heyward. 
 
Heyward's offensive numbers in 2017 were only marginally better than they were in 2016, his first 
season of an eight-year, $184 million contract with the Cubs. 
 
My question to Epstein was: Considering Heyward's contract and minimal offensive production over two 
years, was the situation a bigger fix than anticipated or could Heyward improve more than marginally? 
 
Epstein's lengthy answer is worth revisiting here: 
 
"By definition, I think he can improve more than marginally from where he is right now because he's 
done it in the past," Epstein said. "He was a 6-win player, I think, in four out of five or four out of six 
years. That's really the standard. That's what we want to get him back to, being a 6-win player. 
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"In order to do that, he's got to continue to play his great defense, continue to run the bases really well -
- added benefit of everything he does in the clubhouse with his leadership and professionalism. But to 
be that type of player again, there needs to be some improvement with the bat to get back to that level, 
and we'd love to see that, which means driving the ball more consistently to all fields and getting on 
base more and being a little bit more of an extra-base threat. 
 
"He's done it before. You're never going to give up that that can come back. But this is a guy who has a 
ton of pride and understands he's contributed to a lot of wins and to a World Series title and another 
successful season (in 2016) but that there's more he can do and wants to do. He's a proud guy. He's a 
talented player, and there's some room for improvement offensively." 
 
When Epstein was talking about "6-win player," he meant wins above replacement (WAR). According to 
fangraphs.com, Heyward reached a 6 WAR twice, in 2012 with the Braves and in 2015 with the 
Cardinals. Baseball Reference is a little more generous, rating Heyward as a 6-WAR player in 2010, 2014 
and 2015. 
 
However you calculate it, there is indeed "room for improvement offensively." During his first season 
with the Cubs, he had a line of .230/.306/.325 with 7 homers and 49 RBI. And after working extensively 
with then-hitting coach John Mallee last spring, Heyward put up a line of .259/.326/.389 with 11 homers 
and 59 RBI. 
 
Heyward won Gold Gloves in both seasons with the Cubs, and his rain-delay speech in Game 7 of the 
2016 World Series is the stuff of legend. 
 
But the offensive numbers are a far cry from those in 2012, when Heyward went .269/.335/.479 with 27 
homers and 82 RBI with Atlanta. 
 
With the Cubs, Heyward found himself on the bench for some postseason games in both 2016 and 2017, 
and he's off to a slow start this spring. Entering Wednesday, he was 4-for-26 (.154). 
 
This spring also brought more work, this time with new hitting coach Chili Davis, who replaced the fired 
Mallee. 
 
"It's been a very easy transition because he played for a long time," Heyward told cubs.com. "He switch 
hit, he knows how to talk 'feel' and things like that. Sometimes you may not need to talk about a 
mechanical thing, sometimes you just need to talk about feel or whatever, and it gets you in the right 
mindset and things fall into place that way. 
 
"At the end of the day during a season, 162 games, that's what you need more than anything. You can 
work mechanics, you can work drills all you want, but the mindset going into that drill is important and 
the mindset going into each game and at-bat is important." 
 
If manager Joe Maddon decides to sit the left-handed hitting Heyward against tough lefty pitching, 
Albert Almora Jr. can handle right field quite competently. Veteran Ben Zobrist has appeared in 392 big-
league games in right field. 
 
The big question is what happens if Heyward gets off to a slow start at the plate. Will Maddon stick with 
him, or does he become an expensive defensive replacement? 
 



 

The ZiPS projection system has Heyward going .262/.335/.393 with 11 homers and 60 RBI this season. 
The PECOTA system of Baseball Prospectus projects Heyward at .261/.341/.395 with 11 homers and 52 
RBI. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Alex Cobb, Tyler Chatwood and the new March Madness for free agents 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. – Cubs manager Joe Maddon had two in-depth phone conversations with Alex Cobb 
during a recruiting process where it once looked like all signs pointed toward Chicago. 
 
But this free-agent market has destroyed so many assumptions about timelines, contract precedents, 
spending habits and the aura of invincibility surrounding the Major League Baseball Players Association. 
 
Jake Arrieta – a former Cy Young Award winner with a Cubs World Series ring – didn’t post his Twitter 
photo on the tarmac outside the Philadelphia Phillies’ private jet until March 12. Three years and $75 
million guaranteed is life-changing money and generational wealth – and roughly half of what Jon Lester 
got 39 months ago and probably as good as it gets in this climate. 
 
The White Sox ($19.75 million) and Cleveland Indians ($16 million) have individually spent more on free 
agents this offseason than the New York Yankees and Los Angeles Dodgers combined ($14 million), a 
stunning market correction and calculated response to a collective bargaining agreement that won’t 
expire until December 2021. 
 
This is the new March Madness. Cobb is out in the cold while the Cubs have already played 21 Cactus 
League games. Opening Day is two weeks away. Maybe half of MLB’s 30 franchises have legitimate 
expectations to make the playoffs or realistic hopes to not be trade-deadline sellers. 
 
“I’m absolutely astonished that he’s not signed, and signed properly or well at this point,” Maddon said 
in the dugout before Wednesday afternoon’s 7-6 loss to the Kansas City Royals at Surprise Stadium. “I 
do believe this: Whoever ends up with him is going to get a really motivated Alex Cobb and they’re going 
to really benefit from that.” 
 
Cobb built strong relationships with Maddon and new Cubs pitching coach Jim Hickey during their time 
together with the Tampa Bay Rays. In terms of wear and tear, Cobb has only 700 innings on his big-
league odometer and just turned 30 last October. Cobb is almost three full years removed from Tommy 
John surgery and coming off a good platform season (12-10, 3.66 ERA) in the American League East. 
 
The details are unclear, but at some point the Cubs reportedly discussed a slightly bigger offer that was 
in the same ballpark as Tyler Chatwood’s three-year, $38 million contract. 
 
This isn’t trying to be a Monday morning quarterback. It’s trying to make sense of what might be the 
new normal. Cobb’s top-10 similarity scores on Baseball-Reference.com line up with names like Sonny 
Gray, Carlos Martinez, Gerrit Cole, Michael Wacha and Masahiro Tanaka. 
 
“Alex has always shot me straight,” Maddon said. “He’s totally ready to go. He feels great. I guess the big 
concern was the changeup compared to what it had been, but as he’s coming back from his injury, there 
was some things that he was working on. I believe the changeup’s going to get back closer to what it had 
been. And if it does – heads up – because the fastball’s got cartoon movement on it also. 



 

 
“It’s not just the changeup. I love his curveball. Great curveball. He holds runners well and fields his 
position well. He’s a great teammate. Whoever gets him is getting a highly motivated Alex Cobb. And I’m 
really curious to see how that works out, because I think he’s going to have a great year.” 
 
Unlike Cobb, Chatwood didn’t come attached with draft-pick compensation, because he didn’t get a 
one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer from the Colorado Rockies. Turning that down last November 
looked like no-brainer decisions for Cobb and Lance Lynn, who recently settled for a one-year, $12 
million contract with the Minnesota Twins. 
 
Remember when Anibal Sanchez used the Cubs to close a five-year, $80 million deal to return to the 
Detroit Tigers? Or how the Cubs then pivoted to Edwin Jackson and guaranteed four years and $52 
million after a 101-loss campaign in 2012? What about the pitching-is-expensive baseline where the San 
Francisco Giants didn’t even make the highest bid and still invested $90 million in Jeff Samardzija after a 
disappointing walk year with the White Sox in 2015? 
 
This labor deal – a lopsided victory for the owners – created apples-to-oranges comparisons. It should 
get awkward when union officials have their annual closed-door meeting with Cubs players on Thursday 
morning at the Mesa complex. 
 
“There’s guys without jobs right now that have done a lot of good things,” outfielder Jason Heyward 
said. “At the end of the day, we can only control so much of that. I feel like we did a pretty good job of 
being in tune before, but I feel like guys are just trying to be even more in tune now to what’s going on. 
 
“We all understand in here that we’ve all gone through – and are still going to go through – the business 
side of this game. They just put a big emphasis on it.” 
 
Heyward could see this coming, from the way his hometown Atlanta Braves, the organization that 
drafted and developed him, dismantled what was once a model franchise. As much as he appreciated 
the outcome, Heyward certainly noticed how you-go, we-go leadoff guy Dexter Fowler didn’t make a 
surprising return until late February 2016, becoming one of the final pieces to a World Series team. 
 
Heyward’s own $184 million contract may become an albatross, but it showed how much teams value 
youth, under-30 seasons and metrics that go beyond traditional statistics like homers and RBIs. 
 
Chatwood is another case study to understand what teams are thinking and looking for now. The Cubs 
are projecting age-28 potential, mid-90s velocity, spin rate, an escape from Coors Field and a willingness 
to follow a game plan and work closely with Hickey, catching/strategy coach Mike Borzello and run 
prevention coordinator Tommy Hottovy. 
 
“It goes beyond mechanics and grips. It goes to approach, sometimes, just like a hitter,” Maddon said. 
“There were a couple added wrinkles that worked out really well, new thoughts to play with as the 
season’s in progress. You combine it with (his stuff) – 94-95 [mph] with that kind of movement, the good 
curveball, great changeup. 
 
“It’s been really fun to watch.” 
 
For what it’s worth, Chatwood is putting up numbers in the Cactus League (3-0, 0.82 ERA in four starts 
with 12 strikeouts in 11 innings) and looking like he belongs. 
 



 

“It’s awesome,” Chatwood said of his Camp Maddon experience so far. “Obviously, playing against these 
guys, you see how much fun they’re having, but they’re winning games at the same time. I think that’s 
the culture they’ve built here. They have great guys with great character in that clubhouse, so it’s fun to 
be a part of.” 
 
For all the disruption, this much remains true about free agency: There will always be winners and 
losers. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Joe Maddon backs student protests against gun violence: ‘You’ve got to listen to them’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. — Joe Maddon didn’t have a smartass answer ready when a reporter asked about the 
anti-porn seminar the Kansas City Royals recently mandated for their minor-league players, mostly 
because he never heard about it. 
 
The Cubs manager also didn’t want to tell the Royals how to run their team, stressing how much he’s 
into information and education and again pointing out the irony of cell phones being used for just about 
everything except talking to each other. You can never really script these media sessions or know what 
might capture his interest or pop into his head. 
 
Maddon’s mind kept going in another direction, thinking about a generation of students walking out of 
classrooms across the country on Wednesday, protesting gun violence with a 17-minute demonstration 
that marked one month from the Valentine’s Day massacre that left 17 people dead at a South Florida 
high school. 
 
“I’m really so proud of what they’re doing,” Maddon said before a Cactus League exhibition against the 
Royals at Surprise Stadium. “At some point, I’m going to be able to get more involved somehow. We all 
should. They’re definitely on the right track. Hopefully politicians will pay more attention to this right 
now. 
 
“I know with the more recent position of some in the White House … but to get this kind of attention 
with this many kids who are our future, you’ve got to listen to them. 
 
“Any school that’s against their kids protesting and getting [mad about] the right to protest, I don’t 
understand that. I love what the kids are doing. I’m all for it. Hopefully, somebody’s going to come to 
their senses soon.” 
 
All-Star first baseman Anthony Rizzo graduated from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School and flew 
home from Arizona last month to deliver a powerful speech at a vigil in Parkland. For all the good vibes 
in this camp, it began with devastating news that personally affected a face-of-the-franchise player in a 
deep way. 
 
In two weeks, the Cubs will begin their season at Marlins Park in Miami, about 45 miles south of the 
Stoneman Douglas campus that became yet another crime scene. Rizzo remains actively involved in that 
community and Maddon said his Respect 90 charitable foundation is planning to do something for 
Parkland around opening day. 
 
Notes 



 

• For someone who doesn’t even think he’s injured, Javier Baez has already gotten a precautionary MRI 
on his left hamstring and seen his timeline pushed back to Friday or Saturday, which would mean 
missing more than a week of Cactus League games. But the Cubs aren’t going to push their dynamic 
second baseman, who sounds optimistic and on board with the plan. 
 
“They took all the sodas from my fridge — I got no other choice now,” Baez said. “I didn’t even get hurt. 
It was just cramping. I was dehydrated and they decided to give me a few days. I was just getting water 
in my system.” 
 
• Opening day starter Jon Lester made it through a 5 1/3-inning tune-up against the Triple-A affiliate of 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, giving up four runs (three earned) on eight hits and finishing with six 
strikeouts and one walk at the Salt River Fields at Talking Stick complex. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez feels good, eyes return to Cubs' lineup 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Javier Baez walked into the Cubs' clubhouse on Wednesday morning after doing some 
work on the field and gave a quick update. 
 
"I got done with my running," Baez said. "Everything went good." 
 
The infielder has been sidelined since last Thursday after feeling a cramp in his left hamstring. He 
underwent an MRI, but the problem appears to have been dehydration. Baez has been consuming a lot 
of water to avoid having that happen again. 
 
"They took all the sodas from my fridge," Baez said. "I have no other choice now." 
 
On Tuesday, Baez took batting practice, tested his arm and ran. What's next? 
 
"I'm trying to get going," he said. "We'll see. We're going day by day. Hopefully, I can take some [at-bats 
on Thursday], and Friday or Saturday, I can play." 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon confirmed they hope to get Baez in a game either Friday or Saturday. 
 
Injury updates 
Catcher Victor Caratini said his left knee was sore and a little tight after he was hit by a pitch from Giants 
ace Madison Bumgarner and then colliding with Austin Jackson at the plate on Tuesday night. 
 
"I don't know why [Jackson] slid right into my knee," said Caratini, whose status is day to day. 
 
Reliever Pedro Strop, who has been slowed because of a tender left calf, has yet to appear in a game, 
but he may get some action this weekend. 
 
Camp battle 
The Cubs are deciding who will back up catcher Willson Contreras, and on Wednesday, Chris Gimenez 
was behind the plate against the Royals. He made a good play to end the fourth when Lucas Duda tried 
to score from second on Tyler Collins' single to center. Peter Bourjos fired the ball home, and Gimenez 
held on for the out. 



 

 
Rather than make the trip to Surprise, Ariz., on Wednesday, Opening Day starter Jon Lester tuned up 
against the D-backs' Triple-A Reno team in Scottsdale. Lester threw 89 pitches over 5 1/3 innings and 
gave up three earned runs on eight hits and one walk, striking out six. 
 
In Surprise, Anthony Rizzo hit a sacrifice fly in the third and a two-run single in the fifth in a 7-6 loss to 
the Royals on Wednesday. Ryan Court also hit a leadoff home run in the fifth and Jacob Hannemann 
added a solo shot in the sixth. 
 
Tyler Chatwood struck out nine over five innings on Tuesday night, and Maddon said part of the reason 
was that the right-hander has benefited from working with pitching coach Jim Hickey and coach Mike 
Borzello regarding strategy. 
 
"First of all, he's got a good arm," Maddon said. "Second of all, they've gotten together, him and 'Borz' 
and 'Hicks' about strategy, and he took it into the game last night. I know he was very pleased and so 
were we. There's a couple little added wrinkles, and new thoughts to play with." 
 
Hickey and Borzello aren't focusing on Chatwood's delivery as much as his thought process. 
 
"It goes beyond mechanics and grips," Maddon said. "It's like a hitter. I'm so into the coaches who can 
coach approach. That's more difficult because that's the mental side." 
 
Maddon supports students 
Maddon was supportive of the national school walkout on Wednesday as students left their classrooms 
for 17 minutes, one for every victim of the Feb. 14 shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla. Wednesday marked the one-month anniversary of the incident. 
 
Up next 
Listen to an exclusive audio webcast as right-hander Kyle Hendricks will make his fourth spring start at 
3:05 p.m. CT on Thursday when the Cubs take on the D-backs at Sloan Park in Mesa, Ariz. In his three 
previous outings, Hendricks gave up four earned runs over nine innings, while striking out 14. 
 
Looking ahead, right-hander Yu Darvish will make his third spring start on Friday when the Cubs face the 
White Sox in Glendale, Ariz. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Like fine wine, Happ savors his playing time 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. -- Could some expensive French wine get Ian Happ more playing time on the Cubs? It 
may depend if they pass manager Joe Maddon's test of swirl, sniff, sip and savor. 
 
Happ, who most likely will share the center-field duties with Albert Almora Jr. this season, brought 
Maddon two bottles of French wine, one from Bordeaux and another from the Rhone area. 
 
"He asked me when I'm going to dinner to bring them both, open them at the same time and do a 
comparative thing," Maddon said. "That's what I've been talking to Happer about. He's turning into this 
wine expert extraordinaire." 
 



 

Happ is focused on French wines now after his brother made him watch a documentary about 
sommeliers. 
 
"They can smell a wine and know what it is -- it's fascinating," Happ said. "I got really interested in it and 
jumped into it last offseason." 
 
Happ does like Italian wines, especially a Chianti. 
 
"I want to get a deep understanding of French wines before I move somewhere else," he said. 
 
Happ is moving in the right direction with the Cubs. So far in Cactus League play, Happ leads the club 
with five home runs, including his second off Madison Bumgarner this spring on Tuesday night. 
 
"He wasn't very happy about it," Happ said of the Giants lefty after he served up the leadoff homer. 
"[I've had] a couple good at-bats against him. My four at-bats against him this spring, I've got three 3-2 
counts and capitalized on a couple pitches. It's been good to see his whole repertoire and what he has. 
To have those kind of really good at-bats and go deep in the counts is all I'm trying to do." 
 
Happ, 23, struck out the next two times he faced Bumgarner on Tuesday. 
 
"[Bumgarner] is the kind of guy who tries to pick around the plate and do things to get you out," Happ 
said. "Every time through he tries to do something different and that's why he's been successful for a 
long time. It's good to see everything he's got in four at-bats. Going into the season, it'll be interesting to 
see what he does." 
 
But that's not something Maddon and Happ will talk about. 
 
"We have not talked about baseball one time," Maddon said. "That's the truth. I love players like that. 
[Jake Arrieta] was like that. Jake and I would talk about a bunch of different things. [Anthony Rizzo] 
comes in and we're all over the map. I'm all over the map with [Addison Russell], which I like. I'm 
promoting white wines with Addy. 
 
"I think it's healthy. When they come out here [to practice], they do this, 100 percent, they grind it out, 
play it right and then turn into human beings. I think the balance helps us over the course of the year." 
 
Happ likes talking wine. He prefers reds to whites, but he will consider a dry white. Happ is already 
looking into a trip to France in the offseason. He has yet to test the wineries in Napa, preferring to play 
golf whenever he's in California. 
 
"That's the cool thing about our team and these guys," Happ said. "There's a lot more outside of 
baseball. There's different interests and hobbies that people have and to be able to connect to people 
on a different level, I think, is why this group is so close. 
 
"[Tommy La Stella] was in there when I was explaining [the wines] to him, and we were making jokes 
about playing time and trying to get in the lineup." 
 
Why not? If it takes two bottles of wine to get more at-bats, it's worth it. 
 
"It's cool that we can share that interest," Happ said. "It's just fun to be able to share that with people, 
especially Joe, who is a wine connoisseur himself." 
 



 

-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Anthony Rizzo lends his full support to protesting students: 'Their voices are gonna be heard' 
By Tony Andracki 
 
As students are staging walkouts all across America Wednesday, they have the full support of the Cubs' 
franchise player. 
 
Anthony Rizzo is no stranger to speaking out and demanding change when it comes to the school 
shootings in America. When his alma mater Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., 
experienced one of the country's worst school shootings last month, Rizzo was at the forefront, speaking 
to the masses at the vigil. 
 
NBC Sports Chicago's David Kaplan sat down with a passionate Rizzo Wednesday and the face of the 
Cubs commended the students for standing up for what they believe in: 
 
"I love it," Rizzo said. "These kids, unfortunately, have grown up with nothing but school shootings. And 
we haven't done anything about it as a country to help.  
 
"These kids don't feel safe and they're speaking up and it's amazing. That's our future. That's our youth. 
That's who is gonna shape our country in the next 10, 15, 20 years.  
 
"Their voices are gonna be heard. And the more they continue to reach out, the more they'll be heard." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jose Quintana is really, really good, so why does he seem like the forgotten man in the Cubs' super 
rotation? 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
Jose Quintana is an All Star, not far removed from being considered one of the American League's best 
pitchers. Between 2014 and 2016, he turned in a 3.29 ERA in a whopping 96 starts with the White Sox. It 
was a big deal when the Cubs acquired him last summer. 
 
So why does he seem like the forgotten man in the Cubs' new super rotation? 
 
Capable of being a No. 1 starter in plenty of big league rotations, Quintana has the talent — he fanned 
12 Baltimore Orioles in his first start as a Cub (that immediately after he punched out 10 Colorado 
Rockies in his last start with the White Sox) — and the track record that should make him one of the 
most talked about pitchers on this team. But it seems he's being overshadowed by the three men who 
will pitch before him when the season opens up in Miami: Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks and Yu Darvish. 
Lester has three World Series rings and is almost undoubtedly one of the best and most accomplished 
pitchers of his generation. Hendricks is a fan favorite who led the starting staff in ERA in each of the last 
two seasons, leading the entire National League in that category two seasons back, when the Cubs won 
that curse-smashing World Series title. Darvish is the Cubs' shiny new toy, a high-priced free-agent 
acquisition who represents the franchise's "World Series or bust" expectations for 2018 and the seasons 
that follow. 
 
But don't forget about Quintana, who could be as good as any of them. 



 

 
"I saw him on numerous occasions with the White Sox and was always extremely impressed, the way 
that he pitches," new Cubs pitching coach Jim Hickey said last month in an interview with NBC Sports 
Chicago. "He also is one of those guys who knows what he’s capable of and how he needs to pitch, and 
he does a really, really good job. 
 
"He may go overlooked nationally or whatever, but he would be a front-end-of-the-rotation starter on 
30 teams in baseball. I consider him that here, as well, whether he pitches Game 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5. He’s still 
a leader of the rotation, and boy, I tell you, he’s exciting, too. It’s going to be fun to watch." 
 
Of course, the outside perception of Quintana being a forgotten man doesn't apply inside the team. 
Quintana is as important a cog in this beefed-up rotation as anyone else. 
 
Quintana said in the early days of spring training that the constant trade rumors in the first half of last 
season got to him a bit, gave him something to worry about besides going out and pitching. That's not to 
say it's the only reason he posted a career-high 4.15 ERA in 2017, but being settled in with the Cubs for a 
full season can't hurt. Heck, it helped right after the trade: Quintana had a 4.49 ERA in his 18 starts with 
the White Sox and a significantly lower 3.74 ERA in his 14 starts with the Cubs. 
 
"They made it easy to be here, all my teammates. They take care of me, and the coaches, everybody," 
Quintana said. "They made it easy, that transition. Being in Chicago, everything was easy. ... Last year 
was a little hard for me when I heard (the trade talk) every day. But now it’s different so I feel relaxed 
and feel really good." 
 
Quintana brings so much to this team, and whether it's the willful ignorance of North Side fans who 
don't want to pay any attention to what's happening on the South Side or just the fact that his teams 
never made the playoffs, so many forget just how great he was with the White Sox. 
 
He was famous for getting the short end of the stick when it came to winning games, hooked with the 
loss in 1-0 and 2-1 games with an almost laughable frequency. But that didn't alter his consistency: In 
each of the last five seasons — his five full seasons in the big leagues — he's made at least 32 starts and 
struck out at least 164 batters. He's pitched more than 200 innings in four of those seasons and kept his 
ERA at 3.51 or lower in four of them, too. And he keeps getting better, statistically. His five strikeout 
totals since 2013: 164, 178, 177, 181, 207. Prior to last year's ERA jump, his ERA kept going down, too: 
3.51, 3.32, 3.36, 3.20. In 2016, the same season in which Lester and Hendricks were National League Cy 
Young finalists, Quintana finished in the top 10 in voting for the AL edition. 
 
The Cubs had one of baseball's best rotations before trading for Quintana last season. But the South 
Side import might be able to teach the longtime North Siders a thing or two. 
 
"I love watching Q, man," Lester said. "I love watching his tempo. His tempo never changes. It can be 
shit hitting the fan, stuff going on, never changes, he’s the same guy. Kind of like Kyle. We’re similar 
pitchers, but we’re very different at the same time. Having that lefty to kind of look at and see what he 
does and pick up things is nice. I love everything that he does. He prepares, he works his butt off. And 
he’s fun to watch. He throws his heater, he competes. There’s a lot of positives there. It was fun to 
watch him the last couple months last year, so it’ll be fun to have him this year for the full go." 
 
And just like the Cubs have incredibly high expectations for the upcoming campaign, Quintana is the 
same way when it comes to his personal expectations. Unsurprisingly, he wants to improve on last 
season. But he also wants to take advantage of the opportunity he didn't have on the other side of 
town. By being on a contending team he not only has a chance to pick up some more wins, but he has a 



 

chance to get back to October. Last postseason was Quintana's first, and he had some good results, 
especially in the NL Division Series against the Washington Nationals, when he allowed no earned runs 
and struck out seven in 6.1 innings. 
 
"My expectations are honestly so high," Quintana said. "I want to get back to October. And I know it’s a 
long way and we need to do a lot of things first. Hopefully health, first of all, for all my teammates. We 
need to do big things. But I want to get back to 200 innings and win more games every five days, get 
more chances to take a win. 
 
"I remember really good things from the postseason. I remember the atmosphere in all the games was 
amazing. And I learned why we play this game. Every guy plays for October. I made it for the first year 
last year, and I want to go back." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Diamond in the rough: 8 guys who may provide an unexpected lift in Cubs' 2018 bullpen 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The job of a relief pitcher may be the most volatile role in all of sports. 
 
Relievers can come out of absolutely nowhere and turn in incredible seasons. New Cubs closer Brandon 
Morrow and former White Sox setup guy Anthony Swarzak are two recent examples. 
 
But bullpen arms can also disappear as fast as they arrive. Look at Hector Rondon's precipitous fall in 
Chicago from elite closer to a guy in the doghouse and out of the circle of trust. 
 
Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein understands this volatility and acknowledges the 
high level of risk associated with relievers, choosing to combat that risk by taking a bunch of fliers on 
players. 
 
What relievers could emerge as a diamond in the rough and provide an unexpected lift in the Cubs' 2018 
bullpen? 
 
We are not including Dillon Maples on this list, because in a lot of ways, he's already arrived. It would 
not be crazy to think a kid with a 100 mph fastball, a wipeout slider and the pedigree of a top pitching 
prospect to make an impact the year after turning in a dominant minor-league season and making his 
MLB debut. Maples figures to spend time in Chicago at some point in 2018, even if he doesn't make the 
Opening Day roster. 
 
But here are eight other guys who may come out of nowhere in 2018: 
 
1. Adbert Alzolay, RHP 
 
Alzolay is currently the organization's top starting pitching prospect and the Cubs are already talking 
about the possibility of him serving as depth for the big-league rotation. 
 
But Alzolay may also find a way to make an impact out of the bullpen. The Cubs will want to limit his 
innings throughout his age-23 season, so if he forces the issue and deserves a call-up to The Show, 
maybe he can best help the team as a middle reliever. 
 



 

Alzolay made seven relief appearances in the Arizona Fall League just a few months ago, striking out 13 
batters in 11.2 innings. He has the stuff and the control to get big-league hitters out. 
 
2. Duane Underwood Jr., RHP 
 
The same thing applies to Underwood as Alzolay. Underwood was a former high draft pick (2nd round in 
2012) with good stuff and is still only 23. He's struggled with his health in recent years, so there's no way 
the Cubs will overload him in 2018. 
 
Even if Underwood sticks as a starter long-term, he could provide some value in Chicago out of the 
bullpen late this year. 
 
3. Shae Simmons, RHP 
 
Simmons has bounced around for a few years after being drafted in 2012, but he's still only 27 and 
signed a free-agent deal with the Cubs last month. 
 
He comes with some big-league experience and success under his belt, appearing in 26 games with the 
Atlanta Braves in 2014, posting a 2.91 ERA and 9.6 K/9.  
 
Simmons missed all of 2015 to Tommy John and pitched in just 22 games in 2017 between the majors 
and minors, but has struck out 231 batters across 177.1 innings and if he can remain healthy, may be an 
underrated contributor to the Cubs bullpen. 
 
4. Dario Alvarez, LHP 
 
The 29-year-old southpaw was one of the Cubs' first signings this winter (Nov. 29) and also has big-
league experience, though with mixed results. 
 
Alvarez has a career 11.4 K/9 rate in 56 MLB games, but also has a 5.06 ERA and 1.63 WHIP. With Triple-
A Round Rock in the Texas Rangers system last season, he posted a 2.33 ERA and struck out 36 batters in 
only 27 innings. 
 
Alvarez will most likely begin the season in the minors and provide left-handed depth in case any of the 
southpaws (Justin Wilson, Brian Duensing, Mike Montgomery) in Chicago are injured or ineffective. 
 
5. Corey Black, RHP 
 
This name may be familiar to most Cubs fans — he was the main piece in return for Alfonso Soriano 
from the New York Yankees back in 2013.  
 
Now 26, Black missed all of 2017 with injury. He was moved out of the rotation to the bullpen in the 
middle of 2015 with Double-A Tennessee and made 48 appearances as a reliever in 2016, 28 of which 
came with Triple-A Iowa. 
 
Black has strikeout stuff (career 9.5 K/9 in the minors) and whiffed 62 batters in 53 innings in 2016. Now 
fully healthy, it wouldn't be surprising to see him take a leap and make his MLB debut at some point this 
summer. 
 
6. Cory Mazzoni, RHP 
 



 

The Cubs claimed the 28-year-old right-hander off waivers from the Padres on Nov. 6 and just served up 
a homer to former top prospect Eloy Jimenez on an 0-2 pitch last weekend. 
 
He has had a taste of the big leagues, but to disastrous results — a 17.28 ERA (32 ERs in 16.2 innings), 
2.94 WHIP and 7 homers allowed in 14 games. 
 
But Mazzoni is a former 2nd-round pick (2011 by the Mets out of North Carolina State) and has had 
some success in the minor leagues over the last three seasons — 107 Ks, 2.11 ERA, 1.00 WHIP in 72.2 
innings while recovering from a shoulder injury. 
 
While his track record doesn't inspire much confidence, Mazzoni could be a nice case study for the Cubs 
as they've completely revamped their organization-wide pitching infrastructure this winter and hope to 
change how they develop pitching. 
 
7. Anthony Bass, RHP 
 
No pitcher in the Cubs organization may have a better chance at becoming the next Anthony Swarzak 
than a guy who shares the same first name. 
 
Bass, 30, is a non-roster invitee to spring training and comes with plenty of MLB experience under his 
belt (131 games, 18 starts) to unspectacular results (4.60 ERA, 1.41 WHIP, 6.0 K/9).  
 
Before breaking out at age 31 in 2017, Swarzak had a 4.52 ERA, 1.38 WHIP and 5.8 K/9 in 217 big-league 
outings (32 starts).  
 
Bass would need to find better results with his 93 mph fastball in 2018 and put it all together like 
Swarzak, but stranger things have happened. 
 
8. Danny Hultzen, LHP 
 
The former No. 2 overall pick (2011) has yet to reach the majors and hasn't pitched in Triple-A since 
2013 in a career marred by injury. 
 
Hultzen is still only 28 and while he hasn't pitched in over a year, he's working his way back from injury. 
It was a low-risk for the Cubs and one that could pay off if Hultzen actually stays healthy. 
 
The southpaw has a career 2.86 ERA, 1.24 WHIP and 9.9 K/9 in 169.2 minor-league innings spread out 
across four seasons. He's always had the stuff capable of pitching in the big leagues, so with a little luck 
in the health department, maybe he can actually reach The Show and find a role in the Cubs bullpen. 
 
Bonus: Jake Stinnett, RHP 
 
The Cubs' former 2014 2nd-round pick, Stinnett is now 25 and has steadily risen through the Cubs 
system. He moved to the bullpen in 2017 and had stellar results (1.19 ERA, 1.02 WHIP, 10.7 K/9 in 14 
games) while reaching Double-A Tennessee. 
 
If Stinnett stays healthy, he could wind up as the second pitcher drafted by Epstein's front office to 
reach the big leagues. 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Tribune 
Cubs no longer have to worry about World Series hangover 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs don’t feel the need to apologize to their fans for not winning the World Series again in 2017. 
 
When it takes 108 years to win just one, Cubs’ fans shouldn’t be too greedy. 
 
But as they go about their business of trying to get back to the Series, the lackluster start of 2017 still 
hangs over the Cubs’ heads with the new season only a couple of weeks away. 
 
What can they do to avoid the pitfalls of last April, when the World Series hangover seemingly was in full 
effect? 
 
“We had a pretty dang good season last year, considering a lot of the flaws we had individually and as a 
team,” third baseman Kris Bryant said. “I think we’ve added so much this year in terms of coaches and 
players and personalities that all the new stuff will take over and improve (areas where) we didn’t do 
well last year.” 
 
Despite a poor showing against the Dodgers in the National League Championship Series last October, 
the Cubs were still the first defending World Series champions to return to the playoffs the next year 
since the 2012 Cardinals won a wild-card spot. 
 
They also became the first champion to both win the division and reach 90 victories the next year since 
the 2008 Phillies went 93-69 and took the NL East in ’09. Before that, the last champ to win the division 
after winning the World Series was the 2001 Diamondbacks, who captured the NL West in 2002. 
 
After being asked about the hangover all spring last year, the Cubs started 13-11 in April, then fell to 12-
16 in May. 
 
“It was just different intensity,” Anthony Rizzo said of the rough start. “It’s hard to match the intensity of 
a Game 7 World Series or being down 2-1 to the Dodgers (in the ’16 NLCS) and coming back and beating 
(Clayton) Kershaw. 
 
“To have the same intensity in April on a weekend series against the Red Sox, a ‘Sunday Night Baseball’ 
(game) in Fenway Park, it was like night-and-day difference.” 
 
Now the hangover effect is the problem of the Astros, who won Game 7 of the 2017 World Series 
against the Dodgers and hope to avoid the dreaded Series hangover. 
 
“I’m not expecting any World Series hangover,” general manager Jeff Luhnow told me after the season. 
“But anytime you have a great season and play all the way until the end, there’s a chance you’re not 
going to get off to a great start the following year, and everyone is going to be trying to beat you. 
 
“We’re going to do everything we can to prepare and hope it doesn’t happen to us. But I’m not sure I’d 
call it a hangover when the Cubs went to the NLCS.” 
 
Whether or not the Cubs’ hangover was real, Astros starter Dallas Keuchel isn’t concerned about 
Houston following their blueprint. When the Washington Post recently asked him about the World 
Series hangover, Keuchel shot back: “We’re not the Cubs. I firmly believe we have better players.” 
 



 

That may or may not be the case, though Rizzo said he’s looking forward to seeing how the Astros get 
through the early part of the season. 
 
“It’ll be interesting,” he said. “On paper they’re the team to beat, no doubt. They’ve reloaded even more 
and have another year of experience. It’s just a different mentality that has been proven year after year. 
 
“We were one of only a few teams in recent years to get back to the playoffs after winning the World 
Series. It says a lot about who we are, because it’s not easy in today’s game.” 
 
Bryant agreed that fans often overlook the Cubs’ three-year run of being in the NLCS because they 
expected a repeat in ’17. 
 
“Getting to the NLCS three years in a row is really hard to do, let alone get in the playoffs three years in 
a row,” he said. “As a fan, you’re a die-hard. Once you’re coming off the World Series with the core we 
have and the players we have, I guess it can be seen as a letdown. 
 
“It was a bit in our minds. We want to win a World Series every year, and we feel for them. We’re out on 
the field every day trying hard to get to that point again.” 
 
Without a hangover effect, there’s no excuse for this year’s team not to get off to a running start and 
put the heat on the Brewers and Cardinals to keep up with them. 
 
“We’ve talked about getting off to a hot start,” pitcher Kyle Hendricks said. “Two years we did a really 
good job at that. Last year, not so much. I think a lot of it, with these position guys, they play so many 
innings throughout the year. You can see it in their legs already. There’s a lot more life, a lot more 
energy even here in spring. They’ve already got their legs underneath them. 
 
“That’s a very good sign, and I just think that’s going to do us wonders starting off the season.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Addison Russell believes throwing adjustments he's making will pay off 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The throws that occasionally would tail and dip now head toward the chest of first baseman Anthony 
Rizzo. 
 
And the chatter regarding a position switch involving Cubs shortstop Addison Russell has subsided for 
now. 
 
Thanks to an increased emphasis on fundamentals and offseason work, Russell’s right shoulder appears 
as strong as it has been since he switched from second base in August 2015. 
 
“It’s just something I’ve been working on, making sure that my arm has (stamina) throughout the 
season,” Russell said. “Obviously I’m working on it throughout the spring, but it’s more important 
through the season. I’ve taken steps in the right direction for that to happen.” 
 
Shortly after the 2017 season, President Theo Epstein said he and his staff briefly discussed Russell’s 
long-term future at shortstop, but it never reached a point where a position change to second — where 
he played the first 3½ months of his major-league career — was considered seriously. 



 

 
But after Javier Baez moved from second to short in August when Russell was injured and Baez played a 
stretch of 26 consecutive errorless games while executing a mix of dazzling and routine plays, some 
outside Wrigely Field questioned Russell’s place. 
 
Regardless of Baez’s slick fielding, Russell already was determined to find ways to improve his defense. 
Of his 14 errors last season, 14 were on throws. Several of those errant throws occurred on routine 
plays when his throws sailed or dipped past Rizzo. 
 
The addition of coach Brian Butterfield has helped Russell polish his footwork and rely less on his arm. 
 
“I’ve been trying to take information and put my athleticism and talent into what he’s saying,” Russell 
said. “That has been a huge thing. We’re getting on the same page as far as workload. I’m happy to have 
him as a coach because it’s the fourth week, and I’ve learned so much already.” 
 
After being hired in late October, Butterfield studied videotape of Russell and his fellow infielders and 
addressed some areas to help him throw with a smoother delivery. 
 
“All we’re trying to do is provide more consistency in many facets in the game,” Butterfield said. “We’re 
trying to make sure he feels his legs. That’s always a help. Sometimes the legs and creating a direct path 
cleans up other things that had him maybe a tad short in throwing the ball across. 
 
“It’s a long, challenging throw (to first base), and he has worked hard very hard with his feet, with his 
direction and with following through like a pitcher finishes and stepping through with the next foot. 
Right now he feels good about it, and it’s paying dividends.” 
 
Throughout this spring, Russell has made a few throws from a higher arm angle than previous seasons. 
Russell emphasized that was unintentional, but the increased velocity from various angles has been 
noticeable. 
 
“My arm is going to find its slot when I’m ready to throw, but it’s just more about getting my body in the 
right position to throw,” Russell said. “It has been working.” 
 
Butterfield isn’t about to try to get in Russell’s way. He respects his pupil’s interest in learning and 
attention to detail in footwork. 
 
“I try to be his eyes daily,” Butterfield said. “And I’ve watched enough video of him and the other 
infielders to know when they’re doing it well and what they’re not doing when they’re not quite as 
consistent. It has been fun working with him.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Willson Contreras getting his batting eye back after missing time to illness 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After missing a week because of a fever, Willson Contreras is making up for lost time. 
 
So after a sluggish round of batting practice Tuesday, Contreras asked Jesus Feliciano, the Cubs’ Double-
A Tennessee hitting coach, to set the pitching machine to its fastest setting. 
 



 

The results paid off when Contreras smacked a two-run home run off the batter’s eye in center field 
against Jordan Lyles of the Padres at the Peoria Sports Complex. 
 
“In the first at-bat I chased one slider, then got jammed on a 3-2 count (on a soft line drive to second),” 
Contreras said. “But that was OK. I got a good pitch to drive on the second AB. You saw that one.” 
 
Contreras caught Jon Lester’s minor-league game Wednesday and went 1-for-2 with a walk and a single, 
and he picked a runner off second base. 
 
Jon’s journey: Lester, who will make his opening-day start in two weeks against the Marlins in Miami, 
threw 64 of 89 pitches for strikes in 51/3 innings against the Diamondbacks’ Triple-A Reno team at Salt 
River Fields. 
 
“It was good,” said Lester, who struck out six and didn’t walk a batter until the start of the sixth. Lester 
allowed eight hits, including a two-run double to Tony Renda in the fourth. 
 
Lester threw 10 consecutive strikes at one juncture. He handled two fielding chances flawlessly. Lester is 
scheduled to make two more starts before facing the Marlins on March 29. 
 
Run for runs: The Cubs have been noticeably aggressive on the base paths with the hope that can 
translate to more runs and more victories. 
 
“(Manager) Joe Maddon and (third-base coach) Brian Butterfield have preached this,” Tommy La Stella 
said. “They’re always diving into the little aspects of the game and the subtleties people miss. They’re 
pretty big about making sure we maintain those and don’t overlook them because those ultimately win 
or lose you the game come playoff time. 
 
“They’re great about that. They preach it to us, and we take it to heart.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon applauds student protesters: 'You've got to listen to them' 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs start the season in Miami in two weeks, and manager Joe Maddon said he’s planning 
something special with his charitable foundation, Respect 90, to honor the Parkland, Fla. community. 
 
Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo attended Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland and spoke at 
the vigil after the shooting that killed 17 at the school. 
 
Before Wednesday’s game against the Royals, Maddon brought up the student walk-outs across the 
country on Wednesday to protest gun violence on the one-month anniversary of the shooting. 
 
“I’m really so proud of what they’re doing,” Maddon said. “And at some point I’m going to be able to get 
more involved somehow. We all should. They’re definitely on the right track. Hopefully politicians will 
pay more attention to this right now. I know with the more recent position that’s come from the White 
House … but when you get this kind of attention from this many kids, who are our future, you’ve got to 
listen to them. 
 



 

“And any school that’s against their kids protesting and getting (upset) with the right to protest, I don’t 
understand that. I love what the kids are doing. I’m all for it, and hopefully somebody is going to come 
to their senses soon.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Javier Baez eager to return: 'I didn’t even get hurt' 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Javier Baez scooted through the Cubs’ spring training clubhouse Wednesday morning and declared: “I’m 
done with my running.” 
 
“Everything went well.” 
 
Baez said he’s ready to play and that he’s not hurt, insisting the Cubs are only taking precautionary 
measures after he suffered a cramp Thursday while running out a double. 
 
Baez will repeat Tuesday’s routine of taking batting practice, throwing and running, but he admitted he’s 
antsy. The cause of his cramping, he added, was a lack of hydration. 
 
“They took all the sodas from my fridge,” Baez said, pointing to a refrigerator in the corner of the 
clubhouse. “I got no other choice now.” 
 
Baez said he hopes to return Friday against the White Sox in Glendale, Ariz., or Saturday against the 
Indians at Sloan Park. 
 
“I didn’t even get hurt,” Baez said. “It was (from) cramping, dehydration. They decided to give me a few 
days. It’s just getting water in my system.” 
 
Meanwhile, catcher Victor Caratini had some swelling in his left knee after getting hit by a pitch from the 
Giants’ Madison Bumgarner and absorbing a slide from Austin Jackson in Tuesday night’s 2-1 victory. 
 
“It’s just sore and tight,” said Caratini. “I don’t know why he slid (into) my knee.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Kris Bryant wants to walk more, whiff less; says, ‘I want to be great’ 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. — It’s been a while since Kris Bryant cried about being called out on strikes. Let’s call it a 
little more than half a lifetime ago, in his native Las Vegas. 
 
It happened more than a time or two back then, though, and not without a pretty good recurring 
explanation. 
 
Bryant wasn’t just a precociously talented young player; he was a student of the game and a firm 
believer in many of its finer points. For example: A strike was a strike, and a ball was a ball. But little 
league umpires don’t often see it that way. Many of their strike zones are roughly as expansive as the 
Mojave Desert. 



 

 
More times than he cares to remember, Bryant watched a close-but-not-really pitch go by only to be 
rung up for Strike 3. 
 
“I wouldn’t swing at balls,” he said. “So I’d come back to the dugout crying because I just struck out 
again. I’d be like, ‘Dad, that’s not a strike. I’m not swinging at it because I can’t hit it.’ And he’d be like, 
‘Then don’t swing at it.’ Those umpires made me cry at the time, but it was really an early sign for me in 
terms of my [hitting] eye and something I took pride in.” 
 
It was fitting that Bryant would share that story on a day when he walked twice in a Cactus League game 
against the Royals, laying off low breaking balls from Ian Kennedy and high heat from Wily Peralta. 
Bryant now has walked eight times and struck out only seven — in a small sample size of spring plate 
appearances, sure, but it’s hardly insignificant. 
 
This is the same player who struck out 199 times — second-most in baseball — and walked only 77 
times in his 2015 NL Rookie of the Year season. He narrowed the gap a bit with 154 strikeouts and 75 
walks in his 2016 MVP campaign, but then came serious progress in 2017: only 128 Ks (tied for 60th-
most in the majors) and a beefed-up total of 95 bases on balls. That’s how his not-talked-about-enough 
.409 on-base percentage came to be. 
 
If Bryant has a No. 1 individual goal this season, it’s to narrow that gap so much that it becomes 
essentially imperceptible. 
 
“There’s a lot of really good hitters that have high averages and not the highest on-base percentages, 
but I don’t want to be just a good hitter — I want to be a great hitter,” he said. “So you take your walks 
when they come. It’s all about getting on base and scoring runs.” 
 
Bryant could spend the rest of his career focusing on lowering his strikeouts and raising his walks and it 
would still be next to impossible to reach Joey Votto territory. The Reds first baseman walked 134 times 
last season, the most in baseball and 51 times more than he struck out. That’s some seriously rare air. 
 
But maybe a ratio of 1:1 is achievable? 
 
“One-to-one is obviously superstar level,” Bryant said. “I think Anthony [Rizzo] did that last year.” 
 
It’s true. Cubs first baseman Rizzo made it to 1:1 for the first time in 2017 — barely — walking 91 times 
and striking out 90. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon believes a key to boosting Bryant in that direction is to do a better job himself of 
recognizing when Bryant is tired and could use a day off. It would be nice if that happened before, let’s 
say, a five-K day instead of after the fact. 
 
“I think if we combine rest more readily this year with his natural affinity to getting better, it’s possible,” 
Maddon said. “It’s definitely within his ability.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Joe Maddon on protesting students: ‘You’ve got to listen to them’ 
By Steve Greenberg 
 



 

SURPRISE, Ariz. — Back home in Chicago and throughout the country, students left their classrooms 
Wednesday to have their numbers counted and their voices heard on National Walkout Day. They called 
for action against gun violence and marked the passing of one month since the mass shooting at a 
Parkland, Fla., high school. 
 
They had a supporter in Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who expressed a desire to get more involved with 
the issue of gun violence in schools. 
 
“We all should,” Maddon said. “They’re definitely on the right track. Hopefully, politicians will pay more 
attention to this right now. I know [about] the more recent position that has come from the White 
House, but you get this level of attention from this many kids — who are our future — you’ve got to 
listen to them. And any school that’s against their kids protesting, getting out with the right to protest, I 
don’t quite understand that.” 
 
The walkouts were timed for 17 minutes in honor of the 17 victims who were killed at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, which is Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo’s alma mater. An event 
involving the team and the school is being planned for when the Cubs are in Florida to open the regular 
season against the Marlins. 
 
Just how bad is the hamstring situation Javy Baez is dealing with? How blinding is the pain? How dire is 
the outlook? 
 
“I didn’t even get hurt,” the Cubs second baseman said with a wry smile on Wednesday, Day 6 of his 
shelving since experiencing tightness in his left hamstring during a game. “It was just cramping. I was 
dehydrated and they just decided to give me a few days. I’ve just been getting water in my system.” 
 
Baez gestured at a cooler full of drinks a few feet from his locker in the team’s spring clubhouse and 
lamented, “They took all the sodas from my fridge. I’ve got no other choice now.” 
 
Baez has tested his left leg with running and other exercises and proclaimed himself good to go. He 
hopes to take batting practice Thursday and be in the lineup for Friday’s home game against the 
Diamondbacks or Saturday’s game at the White Sox. 
 
Ace vs. Aces 
 
While the Cubs took on the Royals Wednesday in Surprise, Jon Lester pitched for Class AAA Iowa against 
the Reno Aces at the Diamondbacks’ spring complex. With Willson Contreras as his battery mate, Lester 
threw 5 1/3 innings, allowing eight hits and four runs (three earned) on 89 pitches. Alec Mills took 
Lester’s turn in the rotation against the Royals. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Justin Wilson struggles in Cubs’ loss; Ian Happ blows it on the basepaths 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
SURPRISE, Ariz. — Notes from the Royals’ 7-6 victory over the Cubs on Wednesday: 
 
Justin’s case 
 



 

The reliever all Cubs fans likely remain worried about — ladies and gentlemen, Justin Wilson — might’ve 
been lit up in the fourth inning Wednesday if not for a two-out throw from center fielder Peter Bourjos 
that beat the Royals’ Lucas Duda to the plate. 
 
Wilson had already given up two hits — one of them, by former Cub Jorge Soler, driving in a run — and 
walked a batter in the inning when, with two on, Tyler Collins ripped a single to center. Bourjos’ throw, 
not exactly a frozen rope, bounced a few times but easily beat the 6-4, 255-pound Duda, who tried to 
side-step catcher Chris Gimenez. The pair did the sort of dance slow-footed guys do in that situation, 
with both ultimately belly-flopping in the direction of the plate. 
 
Bad Happ 
 
Good Ian Happ has torn the cover off the ball all month. Bad Happ got himself picked off third base by 
the estimable Salvador Perez to end the third inning. 
 
With two outs, Ian Kennedy pitching and Gimenez at the plate, Kris Bryant attempted to steal second 
base. The Royals catcher faked a throw to second and caught Happ beginning to break for home. The 
throw to third baseman Cheslor Cuthbert beat Happ, who was scrambling back to the bag, easily. 
 
So close 
 
It was a big day for Anthony Rizzo, who drove in three runs. But the Cubs first baseman nearly had a 
giant day. His fly ball with the bases loaded in the third landed in former Cub Jon Jay’s glove just a few 
feet in front of the wall in right-center. 
 
On deck 
 
Cubs vs. Diamondbacks, Mesa, Kyle Hendricks vs. Robbie Ray, 3:05 p.m. Thursday, cubs.com audio. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Lock up the pop — water-logged Javy Baez could be back in Cubs lineup on Friday 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Just how bad is the hamstring situation Javy Baez is dealing with? How devastating is the 
pain? How dire is the outlook? 
 
“I didn’t even get hurt,” the Cubs second baseman said with a wry smile on Wednesday, Day 6 of his 
shelving since experiencing tightness in his left hamstring during a game. “It was just cramping. I was 
dehydrated and they just decided to give me a few days. I’ve just been getting water in my system.” 
 
Baez gestured at a cooler full of drinks a few feet from his locker in the team’s spring clubhouse and 
lamented, “They took all the sodas from my fridge. I’ve got no other choice now.” 
 
Manager Joe Maddon predicted Tuesday that Baez would play again by no later than the beginning of 
next week. Baez doesn’t see this matter persisting for that long; he’s hoping to get some at-bats in the 
Cubs’ minor-league camp on Thursday and then be good to go for Friday’s home game against the 
Diamondbacks or Saturday’s game at the White Sox. 
 
 



 

Cubs second baseman Javy Baez — free of pain — is itching to get back on the field. 
 
The Cubs will have Mike Freeman at second base and right-hander Alec Mills on the mound to start 
Wednesday’s game against the Royals in sunny Surprise. 
 
-- 
 
 


